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Your East Bay
Relocation Guide
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Thank you for
downloading your
LIVING IN THE
EAST BAY -
RELOCATION GUIDE
your ultimate
resource for making
the move to one of
the most beautiful
parts of San
Francisco Bay Area.

Whether you're relocating for work, family, or simply
looking for a change of scenery, this guide is designed to
help you get to know what makes the East Bay such a
great place to call home.

Inside, you'll find information about local communities,
neighborhoods, schools, housing, amenities, commute
considerations, and more — all intended to help you
narrow down where you might feel most at home.

One of the things that makes the East Bay unique is the
variety of lifestyles it offers. From vibrant downtowns and
walkable neighborhoods to quiet suburban communities,
highly rated schools, open space, and easy access to
San Francisco, there truly is something for everyone.

My goal is to make relocating here feel a little less
overwhelming and a lot more informed. And while this
guide is a great place to start, every move is different. If
you have questions about a particular city,
neighborhood, school district, commmute, or the local
housing market, 'm always happy to provide
personalized guidance.

Welcome to the East Bay — | look forward to helping you
find the community and home that feel right for you.



A Note
rom Adam

Greetings! Just a quick note from me to you...

I grew up here in the East Bay and, after spending eight years in Santa Barbara for college and
my early 20s, eventually found my way back home.

| spent several years living in San Francisco before returning to the East Bay to put down roots,
raise a family, and build my business in the communities | know and love. Today, my wife, Leigh
Ann, and | are raising our three children here, and I'm fortunate to spend my days helping
others find their place in this incredible part of the Bay Area.

Over the years, | began working with more and more families relocating to the East Bay—from
other parts of the Bay Areq, across the country, and even around the world.

What started as simply helping clients buy homes evolved into
something much more meaningful. | found a real passion for
helping people navigate the entire relocation process—not

just finding the right home, but understanding the communities,
neighborhoods, schools, commutes, and lifestyles that can make
such a big transition feel a little easier.

It has easily become one of the most rewarding chapters of my
career. With each passing year, I've had the opportunity to work
with some truly wonderful people, and | feel incredibly fortunate
that so many relationships that began with someone calling
me their real estate agent have grown into friendships

long after the move was complete.

I hope this guide helps make the East Bay feel a little
more familiar, and I'd be honored to have the
opportunity to help you and your family find your
place here, too.




WHY PEOPLE CHOOSE

The East Bay
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The Appeal

Central Contra Costa has become one of the Bay Area’s most desirable
places to relocate to because it offers something increasingly hard to find:
space, community, convenience, and an exceptional quality of life—all within
reach of San Francisco and the greater Bay Area.

Here, you can find highly regarded schools, established neighborhoods, tight
knit communities, vibrant downtowns, miles of parks and open space, and
homes that often provide more room to live than communities closer to the
urban core.

Why People Choose It

* More space and a suburban lifestyle without leaving the Bay Area behind
e Highly regarded public schools in many communities

e Charming downtowns, restaurants, shopping, and local events

e Incredible access to parks, trails, open space, and outdoor recreation

e BART and freeway connections to major Bay Area employment centers

e Strong community feel and neighborhoods built around everyday life

Finding Your Fit

What makes this area especially interesting is how much the lifestyle can
change from one community to the next.

Walnut Creek offers a very different experience from Lafayette. Pleasant Hill
feels different from Danville or Alamo. Some buyers prioritize walkability and
restaurants; others want larger lots, top schools, quieter streets, or an easier
commute.

There isn't one community that's right for everyone—and that's part of what
makes this area so appealing. The goal isn't simply to find a great place to
live. It's to find the one that fits the way you want to live.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wGj-_FEJ8KI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wGj-_FEJ8KI
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A Place to Put Down Roots

One of the things people often love most about Central Contra Costa is the
sense of community. It's an area where neighbors get to know one another,
familiar faces become part of your routine, and it's easy to feel connected to
the place you call home.

COMMUNITY &
Family Life

For families with children, that connection often grows through schools,
sports, recreation programs, and neighborhood activities. But community life
extends well beyond raising kids—with thriving downtowns, local restaurants,
farmers markets, outdoor recreation, community events, and plenty of ways
to get involved.

Everyday Life Here

e Walkable downtowns, restaurants, coffee shops, and local gathering spots
e Parks, trails, open space, cycling, and year-round outdoor recreation

e Farmers markets, festivals, concerts, and seasonal events

e Youth sports, swim teams, camps, and recreation programs

e Community groups, fitness, arts, volunteering, and adult activities

¢ Neighborhoods where people often know—and look out for—one another

More Than Finding a Home

When relocating, it's easy to focus on the house, commmute, schools, or price
point. Those things matter, but your everyday experience matters just as
much.

Where will you spend your weekends? Where will you grab dinner on a Friday
night? Do you want trails outside your door, a downtown nearby, or a quieter
neighborhood where you know your neighbors?

Finding the right community is about more than where you live. It's about
finding the place that fits the life you want to build.



GETTING AROUND

The East Bay
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Connected to the Bay Area

One of Central Contra Costa’s biggest advantages is the ability to enjoy more
space and a suburban lifestyle while remaining connected to many of the
Bay Area’s major employment centers.

Residents commute throughout the region—from San Francisco, Oakland, and
Berkeley to the Tri-Valley and Silicon Valley. Where you choose to live can
make a meaningful difference in what that commute looks like day to day.

The Main Connections

BART: Stations in and around several Central Contra Costa communities
provide direct rail access to Oakland and San Francisco, making BART an
important consideration for many commuters.

Highway 24: The primary corridor through Lamorinda, connecting Central
Contra Costa with Oakland, Berkeley, and routes into San Francisco.

Interstate 680: The major north-south corridor connecting Walnut Creek,
Pleasant Hill, and Concord with Alamo, Danville, San Ramon, the greater Tri-
Valley, and routes toward Silicon Valley.

Think Beyond the Miles

One of the biggest mistakes you can make when relocating to the Bay Area is
judging a commute by distance alone.

A home 20 miles from work isn't necessarily a better commute than one 30
miles away. Traffic patterns, BART proximity, freeway access, bridge crossings,
your work schedule, and whether you're commuting daily or a few times a
week can completely change the equation.

For many people relocating here, commute strategy becomes one of the
most important factors in deciding which community is the right fit.
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FINDING THE RIGHT

Neighborhood

—

The City Is Only the Beginning

One of the most important things to understand when exploring the East Bay is
that choosing the right city is only part of the equation.

Within the same community, you can find walkable neighborhoods near
downtown, quiet residential streets, hillside homes with views, larger properties
with more space, and neighborhoods built around parks, schools, trails, or easy
commuter access.

Sometimes moving just a few neighborhoods over can completely change
your day-to-day experience.

What Shapes a Neighborhood

Lifestyle & Location: Do you want to feel connected to the community and
neighbors, walk to coffee and dinner, live near trails and open space, or have a
quieter residential setting away from the activity?

Homes & Setting: Lot size, architecture, age of homes, topography, views,
privacy, and neighborhood design can vary considerably—even within the
same city.

Schools & Community: School boundaries, parks, recreation, neighborhood
events, and community involvement can all influence where you ultimately feel
most at home.

Commute & Convenience: Proximity to BART, freeway access, schools,
shopping, and your everyday destinations can have a major impact on your
routine.

Think About How You Want to Live

Rather than starting with a checklist of neighborhoods, think about the lifestyle
you want your home to support. Do you value walkability or privacy? A larger
backyard or less maintenance? Hillside views or a flat neighborhood? Quick
freeway access or being tucked away from it?

The home matters, but the neighborhood is the part you can't renovate.
Finding the right combination of both is often what makes a move truly work.
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UNDERSTANDING

Schools

A Major Part of the Relocation Decision

For many families moving to Central Contra Costa, schools are one of the first
—and most important—considerations when deciding where to live.

The region is home to a number of excellent public school districts—including
schools that consistently rank among the highest rated in California—along
with a wide variety of private, independent, faith-based, charter, Montessori,
and specialized educational options.

What to Know When Searching

Your Address Matters: School assignments can vary from one neighborhood—
or even one street—to another. Never assume a home attends a particular
school based on the city or neighborhood alone.

There Are Strong Options Across the Region: Educational opportunities aren't
limited to just one or two communities. Depending on your priorities, there are
compelling public and private options throughout Central Contra Costa.

Look Beyond the Ratings: Test scores and online ratings can be helpful starting
points, but they don't tell the whole story. Programs, school culture, class
offerings, extracurriculars, facilities, and the individual needs of your child can
be equally important.

Always Verify: School boundaries, enroliment policies, availability, and
programs can change. Buyers should confirm current information directly with
the appropriate school or district.

The city profiles later in this guide include school district information and
resources to help you begin your research.

Finding the Right Fit

Schools may help narrow your search, but they're rarely the only piece of the
decision. Once you've identified communities with educational options that
work for your family, the conversation often shifts to the home, neighborhood,
commute, lifestyle, and the place where your family will feel most at home.

ADDITIONAL g{fs;sf:;ms'org
RESOURCES: neighborhoodscout.com



http://greatschools.org/
http://niche.com/
http://neighborhscout.com/
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One of the East Bay’s Underrated Advantages

One of the first things newcomers notice about Central Contra Costa is the
weather. Just beyond the coastal influence of San Francisco and the inner
Bay, the climate becomes noticeably warmer, sunnier, and more conducive
to spending time outdoors.

Summers are typically warm and dry, winters are mild, and evenings often
cool down enough to enjoy patios, parks, trails, and outdoor dining. But even
within Central Contra Costa, small changes in geography can create
surprisingly different microclimates.

How the Weather Changes

Lamorinda — Lafayette, Orinda & Moraga: Generally more moderate, with
cooler mornings and evenings and occasional fog or marine influence
coming through the Oakland Hills.

Walnut Creek, Pleasant Hill & Concord: Warmer and sunnier, particularly
during the summer months. Neighborhoods closer to hills and open space
can cool more quickly in the evenings.

Alamo, Danville & San Ramon: Typically warm, sunny, and dry during
summer, with very little fog influence. San Ramon can also experience more
wind due to its valley setting.

Martinez: Its proximity to the Carquinez Strait often brings cooler
temperatures and afternoon breezes, giving Martinez more Bay influence than
communities farther south.

A Lifestyle Shaped by the Weather

The difference can be surprising. You can leave a cool, foggy afternoon in San
Francisco and arrive home to sunshine and considerably warmer
temperatures.

That climate is a big part of the lifestyle here. Backyards, pools, trails, parks,
outdoor dining, neighborhood walks, and evenings outside can be part of
everyday life for much of the year.



WHAT BUYERS

Should Expect

Housing Here Is Anything but One-Size-Fits-All

One of the first things buyers notice about Central Contra Costa is the variety
of homes. Within just a few miles, housing can shift from classic California
ranch and mid-century homes to downtown condos and townhomes, hillside
properties with views, larger lots, custom estates, and newer planned
communities.

Much of the area is well established, which means buyers will also encounter
homes from different eras and in different conditions—from largely original to
extensively remodeled.

A Few Things That May Surprise You

Newer isn't always better: Some of the area’'s most sought-after
neighborhoods are filled with older homes. Buyers often place just as much
value on the location, lot, neighborhood, and community as they do on the age
of the home.

Condition can vary dramatically: Two homes built around the same time—
and even located a few streets apart—can offer completely different levels of
updating, maintenance, and functionality.

Lots and settings matter: Flat yards, hillside views, privacy, pools, outdoor
space, walkability, and proximity to downtown can all significantly influence
both lifestyle and value.

Inventory can be limited: Central Contra Costa is a highly desirable place to
live, and homeowners in many established neighborhoods tend to stay for a
long time. As a result, inventory can be surprisingly limited, particularly in
sought-after neighborhoods, school districts, and price points.

When a great home does come to market, strong demand can create
competition. Not every property receives multiple offers, but buyers benefit
from understanding the market, being prepared, and knowing their priorities
before the right opportunity appears.

Finding the Right Balance

Buying here often means deciding what matters most. Is it the beautifully
remodeled home, the larger lot, the favorite neighborhood, walkability, schools,
or an easier commute?
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THE BEST FIT

For your Lifestyle
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Where Should You Start?

With so many great communities within a relatively small areq, one of the
hardest parts of relocating to Central Contra Costa can simply be knowing
where to begin.

There isn't one “best” community. Each offers a different combination of
lifestyle, housing, setting, commute, and amenities. A good starting point is
to think about what matters most in your everyday life. A few examples:

If walkability and a vibrant downtown are priorities: Start with Walnut
Creek, Lafayette, Danville, Martinez, and select areas of Pleasant Hill.

If you want more space, privacy, or larger lots: Explore Alamo, Lafayette,
Orinda, Danville, and select neighborhoods throughout the region.

If BART and access toward San Francisco are important: Walnut Creek,
Lafayette, Orinda, Pleasant Hill, and Concord are natural places to begin.

If you prefer newer homes and planned communities: San Ramon and
select areas of Danville and Concord may be a better fit.

If value and a wider range of housing options are priorities: Pleasant Hill,
Concord, and Martinez often provide more options across different home
styles and price points.

The Bigger Picture

These aren't hard-and-fast rules. Every community has neighborhoods
that may surprise you, and sometimes the place you ultimately love isn't
the one you expected when you started.

Use these as starting points—not conclusions. The individual city profiles
ahead will help you dig deeper and begin narrowing down where your
lifestyle, priorities, and housing goals align.

I have videos of each of these communities on my YouTube Channel
where | take a deep dive into each city.



Discover the East
Bay Through

Video Tours & Local
Insights

Explore Communities with
the Interactive Map

Visit my website and use the
Interactive Community Map to
dive deeper into the cities that
interest you most.

Simply click on any community to
access additional information,

including:

- City overviews

- Neighborhood highlights Relocating to a new area can feel

« Housing information overwhelming, especially when

- Lifestyle insights comparing communities from far

« School resources away. That's why | created relocation

. local attractions resources designed to help you explore
. Commute considerations the East Bay before you arrive.

« Market information :
Through YouTube video tours,

neighborhood guides, community
spotlights, market updates, and local

to help e cpimfalelts insights, you can get a better feel for
communities side-by-side and Walnut Creek, Lafayette, Orinda,

continue your research long after Moraga, Concord, Pleasant Hill,

you've finished reading this guide. Martinez, Alamo, Danville, and San
Ramon.

The Interactive Map is designed


https://www.adamdobrinich.com/relocation

Don’'t Forget to Subscribe
and Never Miss a New Video!

NEW VIDEOS EVERY WEEK!

SUBSCRIBE

TO LEARN ABOUT
LIVING IN THE

~SF BAY AREA

Watch Community Video Tours

My YouTube channel goes
beyond real estate listings to
help you understand what
everyday life is actually like in
each community.

Learn More:

» Neighborhood tours

e Downtown districts

- Local parks and recreation

» Schools and family amenities
« Commute considerations MY GOAL

 Pros and cons of each city Relocation is about much more than finding a
house. It's about finding the right community
for your lifestyle, priorities, commute, and
family.

These videos are designed to

help you narrow your search and

identify which communities align My website, videos, and relocation resources
. b B ETs are designed to help you make that decision

best with your family's priorities T e P

and lifestyle.

FACEBOOK | INSTAGRAM | YOUTURBE


https://www.facebook.com/adamdobrinichrealtor
https://www.instagram.com/adamdobrinich/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCr2JNurUrGB5TV6EaC_GS_A

LET’S
JUMP IN...




EXPLORING
COMMUNITIES
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Walnhut Creek

LIFESTYLE & CONVENIENCE HUB

Walnut Creek is often one of the first communities
relocation buyers explore because it offers
something relatively unique in Central Contra
Costa: a true downtown lifestyle surrounded by
established suburban neighborhoods.

Dining, shopping, entertainment, BART, parks, trails,
and major employment centers are all close at
hand. Yet just minutes from downtown, the city
transitions into quiet residential neighborhoods,
larger lots, hillsides, and open space.

For buyers who want suburban living without
giving up convenience and activity, Walnut Creek
is often the community everything else gets
compared against.

Why People Love Walnut Creek

» One of the region's strongest combinations of
dining, shopping, entertainment, and everyday
amenities

e BART access and strong regional connectivity

e Parks, trails, open space, and outdoor
recreation

e Healthcare, retail, and everyday conveniences
nearby

e Housing options from downtown condos to
established neighborhoods

Things to Consider
e Downtown areas can bring more traffic and
activity
e Popular neighborhoods may move quickly
when inventory is limited
e Some areas offer smaller lots than nearby
hillside or estate-style communities
e Commute routes near Highway 24, 1-680, and
downtown corridors can be busy
e Buyers wanting a quieter or more rural feel
may prefer nearby communities
e Housing and neighborhood character can
change considerably depending on which side
of the city you're exploring

A Few Neighborhoods to Explore

Downtown Walnut Creek

o Best for walkability, dining, shopping, BART
access, and an active lifestyle.

Northgate

o Known for residential streets, schools, larger
lot settings, trails, and open space access.

Saranap

o A central pocket between Walnut Creek
and Lafayette with character homes and
convenient regional access.

Rudgear [ Livorna

o A quieter residential area with established
neighborhoods, commuter access, and a
suburban feel.

Cowell

Meinert

Danville
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Lifestyle Highlights

Residents enjoy downtown dining, Broadway Plaza, Heather

Farm Park, Larkey Park, Iron Horse Trail, Shell Ridge Open Space,

Lesher Center for the Arts, farmers markets, concerts, youth

sports, and seasonal events.

Commuting & Schools

Walnut Creek BART is a major East Bay transit hub with access
to Oakland, Berkeley, San Francisco, and other Bay Area

destinations.

Primary school districts include:

.ﬁ Walnut Creek School District
'-%EJFE CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFO
Opceys :‘nf:?

O

— Mt. Diablo Unified School District
CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFO

Acalanes Union High School District
CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFO

PR T e

Top 3 Walnut Creek CA
Under the Radar
Neighborhoods

Best San Francisco Suburb

A SUBSCRIBE

Relocation
Insight

Walnut Creek works especially
well for buyers who want
options. You can prioritize
downtown walkability, schools,
larger lots, trail access, quieter
neighborhoods, or BART
convenience without
necessarily leaving the city.
Understanding which part of
Walnut Creek fits your priorities
is often more important than
simply deciding you want to
live in Walnut Creek.

For a deeper look, watch my
Walnut Creek relocation

videos or reach out directly
for personalized
neighborhood guidance.



http://youtube.com/channel/UCr2JNurUrGB5TV6EaC_GS_A?sub_confirmation=1
https://www.niche.com/k12/search/best-public-schools/t/walnut-creek-contra-costa-ca/
https://www.acalanes.k12.ca.us/
https://www.mdusd.org/

Lafayette

BALANCE OF LIFESTYLE, SCHOOLS & CONVENIENCE

Lafayette is one of the East Bay communities that
consistently checks many boxes for relocation
buyers. Known for its strong schools, charming
downtown, outdoor recreation, BART access, and
welcoming community feel, Lafayette offers a rare
balance of convenience and residential comfort.

Residents enjoy restaurants, shops, parks, trails,
and community events while still having a quieter,
neighborhood-focused lifestyle. For buyers looking
for strong schools, convenient access to San
Francisco and Oakland, and a smaller community
feel, Lafayette consistently stands out.

Why People Love Lafayette

e Highly regarded public schools

e Charming downtown with dining, coffee, and
local shops

» Lafayette Reservoir and outdoor recreation

e BART access and Highway 24 convenience

e Strong community atmosphere

» Established neighborhoods and an active local
community

Things to Consider
* Inventory can be limited in popular
neighborhoods
e Many homes were built decades ago and may
need updates
e Some hillside areas have winding roads and
steeper terrain
e Downtown is smaller than Walnut Creek
» Highly sought-after neighborhoods and larger
lots can command a significant premium

A Few Neighborhoods to Explore
e Happy Valley

o Known for larger lots, privacy, mature
landscaping, and some of Lafayette’'s most
sought-after residential settings.

Burton Valley

o A family-oriented area with parks, trails,
schools, and strong neighborhood
connection.

Trails Area

o Popular for school access, recreation,
walkability, and a traditional neighborhood
feel.

Downtown [ Central Lafayette

o Best for buyers who want dining, shopping,
BART access, and everyday convenience
nearby.

Reliez Valley

o A quieter, scenic area with more privacy,
open space access, and a residential
hillside feel.

Pleasant Hill

Walnut Creek

Saranap

Orinda

Moraga



+ Proe and Cons of living in Lafayette California
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Pros and Cons of living in
Lafayette California

A SUBSCRIBE

Lifestyle Highlights

Lafayette residents enjoy the Lafayette Reservoir, downtown
dining, Lafayette-Moraga Regional Trail, Briones Regional Park, R
Lafayette Community Park, Town Hall Theatre, farmers markets, Relocation

concerts, youth sports, camps, and seasonal events.

Insight

Commuting & Schools o :

. . Lafayette’s biggest strength is
Lafayette BART and Highway 24 provide strong access to balance. It offers schools
Oakland, Berkeley, San Francisco, Walnut Creek, and other East commute access, downtown
Bay destinations. charm, parks, trails, and a

strong community atmosphere
without feeling overly busy.

Primary school districts include:

Lafayette School District
CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFO

For a deeper look, watch my
Lafayette relocation videos
Acalanes Union High School District or reach out directly for
CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFO personalized neighborhood
guidance.



http://youtube.com/channel/UCr2JNurUrGB5TV6EaC_GS_A?sub_confirmation=1
https://www.lafsd.org/
https://www.lafsd.org/
https://www.acalanes.k12.ca.us/
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Orinda

PRIVATE, SCENIC & COMMUTER-FRIENDLY RETREAT

Orinda is a quiet East Bay community known for
rolling hills, mature trees, privacy, strong schools,

and convenient BART access.

For many relocation buyers, Orinda feels like a
retreat from the rest of the Bay Area. It offers a
slower pace, scenic neighborhoods, larger
properties, and a close-knit community while
remaining remarkably connected to Oakland,
Berkeley and San Francisco through BART and
Highway 24.

Why People Love Orinda

e Beautiful hillside setting and mature
landscaping

e Highly regarded public schools

e Larger lots, privacy, and scenic views

e Orinda BART and Highway 24 access

e Peaceful residential feel with less commercial

activity

e Strong community involvement

e Outdoor recreation, trails, and open space
nearby

Things to Consider
e Fewer dining, shopping, and entertainment
options than Walnut Creek
e Some neighborhoods have winding hillside
roads
» Walkability varies by location
¢ Inventory can be limited in many areas

» Buyers wanting a more active downtown may

prefer nearby communities

» Hillside properties can vary considerably in lot

usability, driveway access, and terrain

A Few Neighborhoods to Explore
Orinda Country Club

o Known for established homes, mature
landscaping, larger lots, and a scenic
residential feel.

Sleepy Hollow

o A sought-after neighborhood with spacious
properties, privacy, and strong community
connection.

Glorietta

o Popular for families and commuters
because of its central location, school
access, and convenience.

Del Rey

o An established residential area offering a
quieter setting, convenient access to
schools, and a strong neighborhood feel.

Briones

Canyon




Top Pros and Cons of Living in Orinda CA - 2026 Update!
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Lifestyle Highlights
Orinda residents enjoy Theatre Square, the historic Orinda
Theatre, Tilden Regional Park, Briones Regional Park, Orinda
Community Center Park, Lafayette-Moraga Regional Trail,
farmers markets, youth sports, recreation programs, holiday
events, and community gatherings.

Commuting & Schools

Orinda BART and Highway 24 provide convenient access to San
Francisco, Oakland, Berkeley, Walnut Creek, and other Bay Area

destinations.

Primary school districts include:

Orinda Union School District
CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFO

Acalanes Union High School District
CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFO

Top Pros and Cons of Living
in Orinda CA

A SUBSCRIBE

Relocation
Insight

Orinda is ideal for buyers who
want strong schools, privacy,
natural beauty, and commuter
access without the busier feel
of larger East Bay cities.

For a deeper look, watch my
Orinda relocation videos or

reach out directly for
personalized neighborhood
guidance.



http://youtube.com/channel/UCr2JNurUrGB5TV6EaC_GS_A?sub_confirmation=1
https://www.acalanes.k12.ca.us/
https://www.orindaschools.org/
https://www.orindaschools.org/

SMALL-TOWN FEEL, COMMUNITY & OPEN SPACE
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Moraga is known for its peaceful residential
setting, highly regarded schools, rolling hills, open
space, and strong sense of community.

Tucked beyond Lafayette and Orindaq, it feels
noticeably removed from the busier pace of the
Bay Area. Life here tends to be quieter and more
locally focused, with parks, trails, recreation,
schools, and community activities playing a big
role in everyday life.

For buyers who value a slower pace and strong
neighborhood connection more than walkability or
commercial convenience, Moraga can be an
especially appealing fit.

Why People Love Moraga

» Highly regarded public schools

e Quiet residential atmosphere

e Strong sense of community

e Parks, trails and abundant open space

e Recreation and community activities

e Beautiful rolling hills and scenery

* Small-town feel within the greater Bay Area

Things to Consider

* No BART station within city limits

* Most errands require driving

* Fewer dining and shopping options than
Walnut Creek or Lafayette

e Commutes may take longer depending on
destination

e Buyers wanting a vibrant downtown may
prefer another city

A Few Neighborhoods to Explore

e Moraga Country Club

o Known for golf, swimming, tennis,
recreation, and a strong community
atmosphere.

Sanders Ranch

o Offers larger homes, privacy, scenic
surroundings, and a more secluded
residential feel.

¢ Camino Woods
o A family-oriented neighborhood with

convenient access to schools, parks, and

recreation.
Corliss [ Rheem Area
o Offers classic residential living, local

convenience, and a strong neighborhood

feel.

Saranap

Lafayette




Lifestyle Highlights
Residents enjoy Moraga Commons Park, Lafayette-Moraga
Regional Trail, Rancho Laguna Park, Moraga Country Club, Saint
Mary’s College, local trails, youth sports, recreation programs,
summer concerts, community events, and the Pear & Wine
Festival.

Commuting & Schools

Moraga does not have its own BART station, but residents
commonly use nearby Lafayette and Orinda BART stations.

Primary school districts include:

Moraga School District
CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFO

Acalanes Union High School District
CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFO

Should I move to Moraga
CA in 2026? Top Pros and
Cons - San Francisco
Suburb

A SUBSCRIBE

Relocation
Insight

Moraga is ideal for buyers who
value community, schools,
recreation, open space, and a
peaceful residential setting
over walkability and
commercial convenience.

For a deeper look, watch my
Moraga relocation videos or
reach out directly for
personalized neighborhood
guidance.



https://www.acalanes.k12.ca.us/
https://www.moraga.k12.ca.us/
https://www.moraga.k12.ca.us/
http://youtube.com/channel/UCr2JNurUrGB5TV6EaC_GS_A?sub_confirmation=1

Concord

CITY OF OPPORTUNITY, VALUE & VARIETY
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Concord offers one of the widest ranges of A Few Neighborhoods o) Explore
housing, neighborhoods, and price points in Clayton Valley

Central Contra Costa. As the county's largest city, o A residential area known for established

it can feel surprisingly different depending on neighborhoods, parks, schools, and access
where you are—from downtown and BART- toward Clayton.

oriented neighborhoods to quiet res‘lc?lentlol Turtle Creek | Crystyl Ranch
pockets, larger lots, newer communities, and areas o Offers a more modern residential feel with

bordering open space. larger homes, open space access, and
scenic surroundings.

Downtown Concord

o Best for buyers who want restaurants,
community events, transit access, and
proximity to Todos Santos Plaza.

Bishop Estates

o A popular residential neighborhood with
larger homes, convenience, parks, and a

Why People Love Concord family-friendly feel.

» Wide variety of neighborhoods and housing
styles

e Two BART stations and strong freeway access i

* Todos Santos Plaza and a growing downtown ST Share Acres
scene rminal Conct

» Parks, trails, open space, and recreation
programs

* Larger city amenities and everyday
conveniences

e More housing choices across a wider range of
price points

For relocation buyers, Concord's biggest
advantage is choice. Buyers who initially focus on
neighboring Walnut Creek or Lamorinda often
discover that Concord can provide more house,
more land, or simply more options while
maintaining strong regional access.

Mansanto Bay Paint

Things to Consider

e Neighborhood character varies significantly,
making location within Concord particularly
important.

e Summer weather can be warmer than
Lamorinda

e Larger city setting means more traffic and
activity in certain areas

Contra Costa

e Buyers wanting a small-town feel may prefer Centre
nearby communities

e Schools, housing styles, lot sizes, and
surroundings can change considerably from RIDG MIEHE
one part of the city to another.
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Lifestyle Highlights

Concord residents enjoy Todos Santos Plaza, Concord Pavilion,
Lime Ridge Open Space, Newhall Community Park, Six Flags
Hurricane Harbor, Markham Nature Park & Arboretum, farmers
markets, concerts, youth sports, recreation classes, and
seasonal events.

Commuting & Schools
Concord is served by both Concord BART and North Concord /

Martinez BART, with access to Oakland, Berkeley, San Francisco,

Walnut Creek, and other Bay Area destinations.

Primary school resources include:

Mount Diablo Unified School District
CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFO

Clayton Valley Charter High School
CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFO

Discover Concord CA Best
Neighborhoods!

| SF Bay Area Neighborhood
Tours

A SUBSCRIBE

Relocation
Insight

Concord's biggest strength is
flexibility. It offers one of the
broadest combinations of price
points, housing styles, lot sizes,
BART access, and
neighborhood settings in
Central Contra Costa. The key
is understanding which part of
Concord best fits your priorities.

IEl -',":ilﬂEI

For a deeper look, watch my
Concord relocation videos or
reach out directly for
personalized neighborhood
guidance.



http://youtube.com/channel/UCr2JNurUrGB5TV6EaC_GS_A?sub_confirmation=1
https://www.claytonvalley.org/
https://www.claytonvalley.org/
https://www.claytonvalley.org/
https://www.mdusd.org/
https://www.mdusd.org/

Pleasant Hill

CENTRAL, CONNECTED & COMMUNITY-FOCUSED
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Pleasant Hill doesn't always get the immediate A Few Neighborhoods o) Explore

name recognition of Walnut Creek or Lafayette—

) . e Gregory Gardens
and that's part of its appeal.

o An established neighborhood known for
community feel, traditional homes, and
convenient access to local amenities.

e Poets Corner
o A charming area with tree-lined streets,
character homes, and strong neighborhood
pride.
Valley High [ Grayson Woods area
o A quieter residential area known for
established homes, larger lots in some
pockets, nearby open space, and
convenient amenities
e Contra Costa Centre

o Best for commuters who want BART access,
low-maintenance living, and nearby
employment centers.

Its central location, established neighborhoods,
parks, recreation, community events, and easy
access to surrounding cities create an
exceptionally practical day-to-day lifestyle.
Walnut Creek and Concord are minutes away,
BART is nearby, and many neighborhoods have
the kind of relaxed, community-oriented feel
people are looking for when moving to the
suburbs.

For buyers who prioritize livability, location, and
community over prestige or a larger downtown,
Pleasant Hill often becomes one of the area's
pleasant surprises.

Why People Love Pleasant Hill

e Strong neighborhood and community feel

e Central location between Walnut Creek,
Concord, Lafayette and Martinez

e Pleasant Hill/Contra Costa Centre BART access
and easy freeway access

¢ Downtown Pleasant Hill dining and gathering
spaces

e Parks, trails, and recreation programs

e Comfortable suburban feel with practical
amenities nearby

Things to Consider

e Less downtown activity than Walnut Creek

* Fewer estate-style housing options than
Lafayette, Alamo, or Danville

e Some areas are closer to commercial corridors

e Summer weather can feel warmer than :
Lamorinda Contra Costa

e School assignments vary by neighborhood and Centre
should be verified

Walnut Creek -,LHITLLF‘E
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Lifestyle Highlights

Residents enjoy Downtown Pleasant Hill, Pleasant Hill Park, Paso
Nogal Park, Iron Horse Trail, Diablo Valley College, Hidden Lakes
Park, farmers markets, youth sports, recreation classes,
concerts, and seasonal community events.

Commuting & Schools

Pleasant Hill / Contra Costa Centre BART provides access to
Oakland, Berkeley, San Francisco, Walnut Creek, and other Bay
Area destinations.

Primary school resources include:

4 Mount Diablo Unified School District
CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFO

7% Walnut Creek School District
CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFO

Acalanes Union High School District
CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFO

Pleasant Hill’s CA Top Pros
and Cons!
| SF Bay Area Top Suburb

A SUBSCRIBE

Relocation
Insight

Pleasant Hill's strength is
everyday livability. Its central
location, parks, established
neighborhoods, community
atmosphere, and nearby BART
access make it easy to reach
much of Central Contra Costa
while maintaining a relaxed
suburban feel.

For a deeper look, watch my
Pleasant Hill relocation
videos or reach out directly
for personalized
neighborhood guidance.



http://youtube.com/channel/UCr2JNurUrGB5TV6EaC_GS_A?sub_confirmation=1
https://www.mdusd.org/
https://www.mdusd.org/
https://www.niche.com/k12/search/best-public-schools/t/walnut-creek-contra-costa-ca/
https://www.acalanes.k12.ca.us/

Martinez

HISTORIC WATERFRONT COMMUNITY

Martinez offers one of the East Bay’s most
distinctive lifestyles, blending historic character,
waterfront access, community pride, and a true
hometown feel.

As the county seat of Contra Costa County and
the hometown of John Muir, Martinez feels different
from many surrounding communities.

With its walkable downtown, older homes, local
businesses, waterfront areas, and commmunity
traditions Martinez has one of the strongest senses
of place in Central Contra Costa.

Why People Love Martinez
e Historic downtown with local restaurants,
shops, and events
» Waterfront access along the Carquinez Strait
¢ John Muir National Historic Site
» Strong community identity and local traditions
* Unique homes and established neighborhoods
e Parks, trails, marina access, and outdoor
recreation
¢ One of the ared's more distinctive collections of
older and character homes

Things to Consider

e Downtown is smaller than Walnut Creek or
Danville

* Neighborhoods can vary significantly in style
and setting

e Commute experience depends on destination
and route

* Fewer estate-style housing options than
nearby luxury-focused communities

e Some industrial history remains part of the
local landscape.

e Oil refineries are part of the northeastern area
of the city. This is a con for some people.

A Few Neighborhoods to Explore

Downtown Martinez
o Best for walkability, historic charm,
restaurants, events, and a strong
community atmosphere.
Alhambra Valley
o Known for privacy, larger lot settings, scenic
surroundings, and a more rural residential
feel.
Muir Oaks
o An established residential area with
character homes, mature surroundings,
and central convenience.
Virginia Hills
o A family-friendly neighborhood with larger
homes, suburban comfort, and access to
parks and schools.

Suisun Bay

Benicia @
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Lifestyle Highlights

Residents enjoy Downtown Martinez, John Muir National Historic
Site, Martinez Waterfront Park, Briones Regional Park, Radke
Martinez Regional Shoreline, Martinez Maring, farmers markets,
holiday events, community festivals, and local dining.

Commuting & Schools

Martinez offers access to Interstate 680, Highway 4, regional
routes, and Martinez also has one of the area’s primary Amtrak
stations, providing rail connections throughout Northern
California and beyond.

Primary school resources include:

Martinez Unified School District
Sl ¥ dl CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFO

Should I Move to Martinez
CA in 2026?! Top Pros and
Cons - SF Suburbs

A SUBSCRIBE

Relocation
Insight

Martinez is a strong fit for
buyers who value character,
history, community, and
individuality over a more
polished or master-planned
suburban environment.

For a deeper look, watch my
Martinez relocation videos or
reach out directly for
personalized neighborhood
guidance.



http://youtube.com/channel/UCr2JNurUrGB5TV6EaC_GS_A?sub_confirmation=1
https://www.greatschools.org/california/martinez/martinez-unified-school-district/
https://www.greatschools.org/california/martinez/martinez-unified-school-district/

Alamo

Alamo is known for spacious properties, mature
trees, rolling hills, strong schools, and a quieter
residential lifestyle. For buyers who want privacy,
larger lots, and a more relaxed pace while staying
connected to Walnut Creek, Danville, San Ramon,
and the greater East Bay, Alamo is a standout
option.

Much of Alamo’s appeal comes from what it does
not have: dense development, heavy commercial

activity, or a busy downtown environment. Instead,

residents enjoy a peaceful, semi-rural feel with
access to parks, trails, Mount Diablo, and nearby
dining and shopping.

Why People Love Alamo
Larger lots and more privacy

e Highly regarded schools

e Luxury and estate-style homes

e Quiet residential streets

e Mature landscaping and scenic surroundings

e Mount Diablo views and outdoor access

e Convenient access to Walnut Creek, Danville, |-
680, and nearby BART

» A semi-rural feel despite its central location
along I-680

Things to Consider

* Limited walkability compared to Walnut Creek,
Lafayette, or Danville

e Few commercial amenities within Alamo itself

e Most errands require driving

e Inventory can be limited

e Buyers wanting an active downtown may
prefer nearby cities

e Many properties are unique, making home-to-
home comparisons less straightforward than
in more uniform neighborhoods

A Few Neighborhoods to Explore
e Round Hill
o Known for golf course living, luxury homes,
community amenities, and access to
Round Hill Country Club.
* Westside Alamo
o Offers larger lots, privacy, custom homes,
mature landscaping, and a more secluded
atmosphere.
Whitegate
o A desirable residential area with spacious
homes, strong neighborhood identity, and
access to schools and recreation.
e Stone Valley Area
o Popular for families seeking schools,
established neighborhoods, and
convenient San Ramon Valley access.
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Danville



Lifestyle Highlights

Commuting & Schools

Alamo does not have its own BART station, but residents
commonly use nearby Walnut Creek BART.

Primary school resources include:

Watchon I"ﬁunhe £

Residents enjoy Livorna Park, Mount Diablo State Park, Iron Horse
Trail, Hap Magee Ranch Park, Round Hill Country Club, youth
sports, school events, backyard gatherings, and nearby dining
and shopping in Walnut Creek and Danville.

0 San Ramon Valley Unified School District (SRVUSD)
= CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFO

Alamo: The East Bay'’s Best
Kept Secret! Top Pros and
Cons - SF Suburbs

A SUBSCRIBE

Relocation
Insight

Alamo is ideal for buyers who
value space, privacy, schools,
and a peaceful residential
lifestyle over walkability or
downtown convenience.

For a deeper look, watch my
Alamo relocation videos or

reach out directly for
personalized neighborhood
guidance.



http://youtube.com/channel/UCr2JNurUrGB5TV6EaC_GS_A?sub_confirmation=1
https://www.srvusd.net/
https://www.srvusd.net/
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Danville

DOWNTOWN LIFESTYLE & FAMILY-FRIENDLY LIVING

Danville is known for its charming downtown,
highly regarded schools, beautiful neighborhoods,
outdoor recreation, and strong sense of
community.

The historic downtown gives Danville a genuine
gathering place, with restaurants, boutiques,
coffee shops, farmers markets, and community
events surrounded by established residential
neighborhoods and the Iron Horse Trail.

For buyers who want a polished suburban lifestyle
with a true downtown and strong community
identity, Danville is one of the East Bay's standout
options.

Why People Love Danville

e Charming downtown with dining, shops, and
community events

» Highly regarded schools

¢ Strong family-friendly atmosphere

e Parks, trails, and outdoor recreation

e Iron Horse Trail access

* Beautiful neighborhoods and tree-lined streets

¢ Strong community pride and local traditions

e Atrue downtown that serves as the social
center of the community

Things to Consider

e Popular neighborhoods can be competitive

e Summer weather can be warmer than
Lamorinda

e Most commuting requires driving or nearby
BART access

e There is no BART station in Danville, which can
be an important distinction for San Francisco
commuters

e Buyers wanting a more urban environment
may prefer Walnut Creek

e Larger lots and highly desired areas can be
limited

A Few Neighborhoods to Explore

Westside
o Known for downtown access, character
homes, walkability, and a charming
residential feel.
Greenbrook
o A family-oriented neighborhood with parks,
pools, schools, and strong community
connection.
Blackhawk
o A private luxury community known for
gated neighborhoods, golf course living,
and resort-style amenities.
Sycamore [ Diablo West
o An established residential area with tree-
lined streets, community amenities, parks,
and convenient access to downtown and
the Iron Horse Trail.
Tassajara Valley
o Popular for newer homes, family living,
modern layouts, and access to open space.

Clayton
Brentwoo
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Livermore
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Lifestyle Highlights

Residents enjoy Downtown Danville, Iron Horse Trail, Hap Magee
Ranch Park, Mount Diablo State Park, Oak Hill Park, Museum of
the San Ramon Valley, farmers markets, holiday events, youth

sports, concerts, and local traditions like the Lighting of the Old
Oak Tree.

Commuting & Schools

Danville does not have its own BART station, but residents have
access to Interstate 680 and nearby BART stations in Walnut
Creek and Dublin / Pleasanton.

Primary school resources include:

h"!n CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFO

£ar

O San Ramon Valley Unified School District (SRVUSD)

Living in Danville CA
Everything You Need to
Know 2026 Update! | Best
San Francisco Bay Area
Suburb

A SUBSCRIBE

Relocation
Insight

Danville is ideal for buyers who
want a true downtown, highly
regarded schools, recreation,
beautiful neighborhoods, and a
strong community identity—
and who don't need BART
immediately nearby.

EIF:':"F =]
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For a deeper look, watch my
Danville relocation videos or
reach out directly for
personalized neighborhood
guidance.


http://youtube.com/channel/UCr2JNurUrGB5TV6EaC_GS_A?sub_confirmation=1
https://www.srvusd.net/
https://www.srvusd.net/

San Ramon

MODERN LIVING, SCHOOLS & CONVENIENCE
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San Ramon offers a distinctly different experience

from many of Central Contra Costa's older
communities.

Known for highly regarded schools, newer housing,

extensive parks, major employment centers, and

thoughtfully planned neighborhoods, the city feels

modern, organized, and convenient.

Rather than historic charm or a traditional

downtown, much of San Ramon'’s lifestyle centers

around its neighborhoods, recreation facilities,
trails, schools, and City Center Bishop Ranch.

For buyers who prefer newer homes, modern
amenities, and a highly planned suburban
environment, San Ramon can be an excellent fit.

Why People Love San Ramon

» Highly regarded schools

¢ Newer homes and planned neighborhoods
» Extensive parks and recreation facilities

e Family-friendly community atmosphere

e City Center Bishop Ranch dining, shopping, and

events

* Strong employment access and regional
connectivity

e Proximity to Bishop Ranch and maijor local
employers

e Youth sports, trails, and community
programming

Things to Consider
e Summer weather can be warm and windy

e Less historic charm than Danville, Lafayette, or

Martinez

e San Ramon is largely car-oriented, although
City Center and some neighborhoods offer
pockets of walkability.

e Larger lots can be harder to find than in Alamo

or parts of Danville
e Buyers wanting a traditional downtown may
prefer Danville or Walnut Creek

Gale Ranch

A Few Neighborhoods to Explore

o A popular family-focused area with newer
homes, parks, trails, schools, and
community amenities.

Windemere

o A master-planned neighborhood with
modern homes, parks, recreation access,
and a strong family lifestyle.

Twin Creeks

o One of San Ramon'’s established areas,
known for mature landscaping, larger lots,

and central convenience.

Westside [ Thomas Ranch
o Known for newer housing, schools, parks,
and a highly active family-oriented

environment.

Diablo

v

Dublin

Blackhawk



Lifestyle Highlights

Residents enjoy City Center Bishop Ranch, Central Park,
Memorial Park, Iron Horse Trail, Las Trampas Regional
Wilderness, The Bridges Golf Club, farmers markets, concerts,
youth sports, recreation classes, and the Art & Wind Festival.

Commuting & Schools

San Ramon sits along I-680 with convenient access to the Tri-
Valley and major employment centers in Bishop Ranch, Walnut
Creek, Pleasanton, and surrounding communities. Silicon Valley
commutes are possible but highly dependent on destination
and traffic.

Primary school resources include:

CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFO

O :"IED San Ramon Valley Unified School District (SRVUSD)

2025 UPDATE - Top Pros and

Cons San Ramon CA
Everything You Need To
Know Before Moving Here!

A SUBSCRIBE

Relocation
Insight

San Ramon is an especially
strong fit for buyers who
prioritize schools, newer
housing, parks, recreation,
modern amenities, and a highly
organized suburban lifestyle.

For a deeper look, watch my
San Ramon relocation videos
or reach out directly for
personalized neighborhood
guidance.



https://www.srvusd.net/
https://www.srvusd.net/
http://youtube.com/channel/UCr2JNurUrGB5TV6EaC_GS_A?sub_confirmation=1

School District
Resources by City

School assignments can vary by neighborhood and property address, so
always verify directly with the appropriate district before making a home

decision.

LAFAYETTE

TK-8: Lafayette School District

High School: Acalanes Union High School
District

ORINDA

TK-8: Orinda Union School District

High School: Acalanes Union High School
District

MORAGA

TK-8: Moraga School District

High School: Acalanes Union High School
District

WALNUT CREEK

TK-8: Walnut Creek School District in many
areas

Select Areas: Mt. Diablo Unified School
District

High School: Acalanes Union High School
District or Mt. Diablo Unified School District,
depending on location

Walnut Creek boundaries can vary
significantly by neighborhood.

School Information Disclaimer

PLEASANT HILL

Primary District: Mt. Diablo Unified School
District

Select Areas: Walnut Creek School District

CONCORD
Primary District: Mt. Diablo Unified School
District

MARTINEZ
Primary District: Martinez Unified School
District

ALAMO, DANVILLE & SAN RAMON

Primary District: San Ramon Valley Unified
School District

SRVUSD serves Alamo, Danville, Blackhawk,
Diablo, and San Ramon.

Local Resource Referrals

Need help after the move? Reach out for
trusted local referrals, including:
e Handyman services
e Landscaping
Contractors
Cleaners

School district boundaries, attendance areas, enrollment policies, and school assignments may
change. Buyers should independently verify all school information directly with the applicable
school district. Assignments are based on district policies and specific property locations, not city

boundaries alone.




Make Your
East Bay Move Easy

Your next
chapter in the
East Bay starts
with clarity,
local insight,
and the right
guide by your
side.

Local Guidance for Your East Bay Move

Relocating to the East Bay is about much more than finding the right
house. It's about finding the community, neighborhood, and lifestyle
that feel right for you.

That's where local knowledge matters. Understanding how
neighborhoods differ, what a commute actually feels like, where you'll
spend your weekends, and how each community lives day to day can
be difficult to figure out from afar.

My goal is to make that process easier—helping you understand your
options, narrow your search, and arrive feeling confident about not
only the home you're buying, but the community you've chosen.

Over the years, I've helped hundreds of families navigate that
process, and I'd love the opportunity to do the same for you.

Why Work With Me?

e Lifelong East Bay knowledge and local market expertise

¢ Neighborhood-by-neighborhood guidance

¢ Relocation-focused buyer consultations

¢ Extensive video resources to explore communities from afar

¢ Practical insight into commute, schools, lifestyle, housing, and
community fit

e Help comparing communities and understanding the tradeoffs
between them

e Clear communication and support before, during, and after your
move

Ready to Find Your Place in the East Bay?

Whether you already have a few communities in mind or you're just
beginning to figure out where you belong, I'd love the opportunity to
help.

Schedule a relocation consultation with me and let's start building a
plan for your move.



ADAM DOBRINICH
f REAL ESTATE

415-471-7274

adam@adamdobrinich.com
www.adamdobrinich.com
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