
Over the past year, we’ve gathered in joy, reflection, and pride to celebrate a remarkable 
milestone: Har Zion’s first 100 years. Together, we’ve honored our past — the generations  
who built and sustained our sacred community — and, now, we turn with hope and purpose 
toward the future.

We are proud to introduce the Tekiah Campaign — the first comprehensive synagogue-wide 
fundraising campaign in more than 25 years. “Tekiah,” the strong and clear blast of the shofar, 
calls us to attention, to action, and to unity. This campaign is our call — a bold and visionary 
step toward ensuring that Har Zion thrives for the next 100 years.

As co-chairs of this historic initiative — and as four families whose roots at Har Zion span 
generations — we are deeply honored to lead this effort. This moment is not just about raising 
funds; it’s about reaffirming our commitment to each other, to Jewish life, and to the values and 
traditions that have sustained Har Zion for a century.

Tekiah will enable us to:

•	 Preserve and modernize our sacred spaces and facilities
•	 Strengthen and expand programming for every stage and age of Jewish life
•	 Build our endowment to support long-term financial security and innovation

We begin this campaign from a position of strength: Har Zion is financially stable, spiritually 
vibrant, and guided by devoted leadership. Now is the time to build on that foundation — to 
invest in the next century with the same vision and generosity that our founders once showed.

This campaign is not about a few doing everything — it is about everyone doing something. We 
are striving for full participation because every member of our community matters, and every 
gift — no matter the size — brings us closer to our goal.

We invite you to hear the call, join us in this sacred work, and help write the next chapter in Har 
Zion’s story — for us, for our children, and for the generations still to come.

With deep gratitude and shared hope,
Tekiah Co-Chairs

Arthur and Lisa Berkowitz			   Ronald and Jayne Perilstein

Bennett and Joy Wilf Keiser		  Stuart and Nancy Selarnick

I am in awe of the impact that Har Zion has had on the lives of its members and on global 
Jewry over its storied history as a flagship congregation of the Conservative Movement and 
of Greater Philadelphia. Har Zion has hosted thousands of preschool and religious school 
graduates, thousands of weddings, thousands of b’nei mitzvah, thousands of baby namings, 
thousands of funerals and shiva minyanim, and tens of thousands of prayer services. The 
enumeration of these life-cycle events and prayer services is not nearly as remarkable as what 
these events inspire – millions, if not tens of millions, of smiles, laughs, tears, and hugs. 

I am fortunate to be the Senior Rabbi of Har Zion and blessed to serve alongside talented and 
committed staff and volunteers. The yearly calendar is replete with social events, rituals, and 
learning opportunities, yet we know that a synagogue is not about programs but about people. 
Life is not about what happens to us but about who happens to us. The thriving synagogue 
of the twenty-first century understands that holiness is created when we open and nourish 
relationships between families, friends, and community members. 

Har Zion has inspired generations of Jews, built community institutions, and championed the 
State of Israel. As we embark on our next one hundred years together, we are privileged to 
strengthen Har Zion as an essential voice for vibrant, dynamic Judaism in America.

As we accompany one another along our life journeys, we will embrace all who yearn for a 
spiritual home and introduce them to the depth, wisdom, beauty, and relevance of our Jewish 
tradition. Jewish education and ritual practice must be conduits that discover and enhance 
the holiness in our relationships. This campaign, Tekiah, will focus Har Zion’s efforts on the 
holiness that is found when we turn toward one another. We will turn toward one another in 
every space on our campus, from the sanctuary to the playgrounds. We will turn toward one 
another in each of our programs: our prayer services, our classes, and our celebrations. We 
will turn toward one another in our peer groups and through the generations. Tekiah is not 
a campaign about dollars but about people - not a campaign about transactions but about 
transformation. I invite you to share and champion this vision. I invite you to Hear the Call  
and Stand Together. 

With enthusiasm and gratitude for the coming years of blessing,

Rabbi Haaz

A message  
from our  
Co-Chairs

A message  
from our  
Senior Rabbi



I have been a member of Har Zion since 1950. Har Zion has been my home away from home. 
Our family’s most joyous moments have been at Har Zion and Har Zion has helped us get 
through some of our darkest times. When I was twelve, I was placed in Samuel Sussman’s 
class. He was a teacher who had a profound impact on my life and he inspired me to be 
a more committed, observant, and educated Jew in partnership with my parents. My love 
of basketball was honed at the Har Zion gym, and I played on our championship teams. I 
even won championships, twice, as the coach. I have taught in the high school and my wife, 
Maxine, was a teacher at Har Zion for 32 years. I have received many honors and awards 
over the years and held almost every office including having been President of the Men’s Club 
and Chairman of the Board of Trustees. Our extended family ties are long, deep, and wide.

It can be overwhelming when I think of the legacy our congregation has shown by creating 
and supporting programs, institutions, and initiatives that have made Har Zion a flagship 
congregation locally, nationally, and internationally. We have had professional and lay 
leadership during our first 100 years that have not only built and nurtured our congregation, 
but that have shared their talents in leading and mentoring both Jewish organizations and 
secular organizations in the Philadelphia area, the US, and Israel. Our Har Zion home has 
become the place where diverse Jewish communities and organizations have been able to 
rely on to provide facilities that serve and welcome the greater community.

Serving as co-President when we determined it was time to embark on this campaign has 
made me proud. We are a stable and financially sound organization that is not resting on its 
laurels. We acknowledge the tremendous record of accomplishments our ancestors have 
bequeathed to us. At the same time, we recognize the need to address the ever-changing 
demands to serve our community and our descendants by building an enhanced, stronger, 
and even broader foundation for the 21st century.

Over the years, we have benefitted from the generosity of our community with funds to our 
appeals, our capital campaigns, and our endowment. That is how we have been able to 
become such a strong flagship institution. Now is the time for our current members, friends, 
and supporters to step up and help fund the challenges and opportunities of the next 100 
years. Whether you and your family have been here for multiple generations or if you are a 
first generation family with more to come, the future is our responsibility and our honor.

This is a once in a generation opportunity to have a direct effect on the future of our  
beloved congregation. It is my privilege for our family to make a significant contribution to 
Tekiah. I urge you to please join us in making a gift that makes you proud, so  
that your family will help provide for succeeding generations in the same way our 
predecessors did for us.

B’shalom,

Elliot Rosen, Immediate Past Co-President

“	Once in a 
generation 
opportunity”

My family’s association with Har Zion Temple began with my maternal grandparents who 
were early members of Har Zion when they lived in Wynnefield. My parents were married by 
Rabbi Goldstein. After skipping a generation, I became a member in 1983 when I married 
my husband, Bill, who had joined Har Zion in 1981. Ever since, Har Zion has been a large 
part of our family’s life. Our son, Mitch, attended the day camp, pre-school, and religious 
school through Midrasha. He had his Bar Mitzvah here. All three of us have developed 
great friendships through our involvement. Bill chaired a committee, served on the Board of 
Directors, was an officer as Counsel, and is now a Trustee. Mitch helped lead some of the 
children’s services during the High Holidays for many years. I have been proud to serve as 
HSA Treasurer and President, member of the Har Zion Board of Directors, and Sisterhood 
President, as well as in other leadership positions in Sisterhood. Serving as your Co-President 
of Har Zion Temple has been my greatest honor.

For the past century, Har Zion has consistently upheld the principles outlined in its original 
charter while remaining responsive to evolving societal needs. Significant milestones include 
the 1977 integration of women into service participation and leadership, the development of 
our Madregot program, and our recent commitment to inclusivity. Through these initiatives, 
Har Zion strives to foster an environment where every member feels valued and included.

Har Zion is very fortunate to have such wonderful clergy and professional staff who lead, 
teach, inspire, and comfort us. The staff members of the Noreen Cook Center for Early 
Childhood Education, Jane Fishman Grinberg Religious School, Madregot, Gesher program, 
and Lower Merion Area High School are helping us teach and inspire the next generation 
of leaders and volunteers of our sacred community. We are also fortunate to have so many 
congregants who volunteer their time and energy in our constituent groups of Sisterhood, 
Men’s Club, and HSA, as well as all our committees, and the many activities happening at  
Har Zion.

It is now time to look to the future. To be sure that Har Zion is here for our children and 
grandchildren and to strengthen Har Zion for the next 100 years, my family and I, along with 
Har Zion’s leadership team, are committed to supporting Tekiah. Please the call and join us to 
ensure Har Zion’s great legacy continues to grow for future generations to come.

B’shalom,

Lynne Landsburg, Immediate Past Co-President

“	It is now time 
to look to  
the future” 



This campus has been our home for 50 years. A brilliant building design from 1975 has served 
us well, and now we need our facility to reflect the communal needs of today and beyond. 
Security, environmental efficiency, and overall aesthetics are just the first three areas where we 
need improvements, and while Har Zion has already begun to address those over the years, 
there is much more to do.

Our goal is to renovate the building over the next decade, from the mundane, where the roof, 
HVAC, security, and plumbing will need replacement, to the visionary, where renovations to our 
beautiful sanctuary will include the construction of an extended, lower, and easily accessible 
bimah with new lighting, carpeting, flexible seating, and more.

We also need to invest in our unrestricted endowment. Aside from the facility itself, staffing and 
programming are our greatest annual investment, and those costs continue to rise. Our current 
endowment will be insufficient to subsidize increased costs over time. A larger endowment will 
enable us to preserve the level and quality of our professional staff and programs, serving the 
size of our growing membership base.

To remain competitive, programming must evolve and expand. Educational needs are 
changing, from the youngest members of the community to the oldest, and everyone else in 
between. Antisemitism is a real threat. Lifecycle events look different. Har Zion needs to find 
ways to continue to engage our community, and additional resources for staff and programming 
will ensure that we can continue to provide and expand that engagement. 

Har Zion will continue to be successful in providing a Jewish home for our community as we 
have done for our first 100 years. Har Zion is well positioned to inspire the next generation, and 
we will do so with clarity of vision and purpose.

Sincerely,

Gavi Miller, Executive Director

For the last one 100 years, Har Zion has been our bedrock of worship, 
education, community participation, and comfort. During life’s most joyous 
times and saddest, we are grateful to be enveloped by a communal heart of 
caring, compassion, healing, and love.

A lot has changed over the years, and Har Zion, a proud Conservative 
Movement congregation, remains steadfast in its sacred purpose to support 
our community through life cycle events, worship, education, and social 
engagement. Today, we are blessed to have Rabbi Seth Haaz serve as 
our Senior Rabbi, an anchor of support, counsel, and wisdom. He, along 
with our incredible professional team of rabbis, cantor, educators, and 
administrators, teach our children, console our families, celebrate our joys, 
and are a very important part of the social fabric of our community.

As Past Presidents, we have been honored to serve our beloved 
congregation, home today to over 700 families. Our dedication is due to Har 
Zion’s Jewish values and commitment to make the world a better place.

Together, we join in one voice to express our full support for this initiative.

In so doing, we will ensure that Har Zion’s future is strong for the next 
generation. We will bequeath them a vibrant synagogue community that we 
inherited and has been so central in our lives. Standing on the shoulders 
of our ancestors, our commitment is to pay it forward and enable Har Zion 
every opportunity to grow and prosper. Your participation is critical, and we 
humbly ask that you join us in supporting Tekiah.

I have the honor of serving as President of Har Zion as we embark on our next 100 years. 
When my wife Lynn and I moved to Philadelphia in 2010, the simple act of being welcomed 
as newcomers at a Shabbat kiddush by many of the past presidents drew us to join Har 
Zion. Through evolving times, Har Zion has been there for us for both celebrations of happy 
occasions as well as comfort during times of sadness. Our varied programming as well as 
vibrant members have been a source of both knowledge and friendship as we have set roots in 
our new community.

We have just completed a wonderful year celebrating our centennial. As we look to the 
next 100 years, it is critical that we not rest on our laurels but step forward to invest in our 
future. Tekiah is our opportunity to do just that, as we strategically invest in the future of our 
congregation to meet the needs of our community. Capital improvements, programming and 
staff development are all critical to our continued success.

In these challenging times for the Jewish community locally and throughout the world,  
investing in a strong and vibrant Har Zion community will help ensure continued success for 
the next 100 years.

 

Gary Falk, President

“	As we look 
to the next  
100 years”

“	Inspire  
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initiative”
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