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THANK YOU 

THANK YOU FROM THE HEAD

The power of education lies at the very heart of our
school. At PGS, we believe passionately in its ability to
change lives: to open doors, broaden horizons and
give young people the opportunity to shape their own
futures – and, in doing so, make a difference to the
wider world. 

This is the purpose at the heart of The William Smith
Fund. Your support enables us to provide a life-
changing education to bright, talented and
exceptional young people who might otherwise not
have had the opportunity to benefit from all that PGS
has to offer. You are helping to create opportunities
that transform the future of individuals and their
families for generations to come. 

This year, 363 generous donors came together to raise
more than £617,872. Half of this incredible total was
raised through our Portsmouth100 campaign, marking
the centenary of the great city in which our school is
based and celebrating PGS’s place within its story. I
would like to thank every one of our donors for making
this possible. 

In the pages that follow, you will read the stories of
young people who have been nurtured, challenged
and inspired to achieve more than they might ever
have imagined. These stories are a powerful reminder
of what your generosity makes possible. Your support
changes individual lives, while enriching our whole
community through the contribution of remarkable
young people. 

As I look ahead to my own time at PGS, I look forward
to meeting as many of you as possible and playing my
part in building the future of this great school. I do so
with enormous gratitude for your generosity, your
affection for PGS and your commitment to its next
generation. 

I would also like to thank our Development Office for
their outstanding work. Their achievements have been
recognised this year with the IDPE Schools’ Award for
Ambition and Progress - a wonderful reflection of the
extraordinary generosity and commitment of our whole
community. 

Thank you for being part of the PGS story - and for
helping to shape the stories still to come. 

Andrew Fisher
Head
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YOUR GENEROSITY IN 2025/26

Total raised:

Our Portsmouth100 
campaign raised

£617,872

reclaimed through 
Gift Aid

£303,274
from 147 donors

363
OPs, parents,
staff and friends
donated

90
OPs indicated they
have remembered
PGS in their Wills

£30,000
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more than

1 in 10
pupils in the Senior School
are supported by The William
Smith Fund



            Being a part of PGS has been the most enjoyable experience of my life. 

Hearing about and applying for a bursary was a huge step to be a part of something bigger than just 
grades; it was to be part of a well-respected community and to be in a place where not only my 
education mattered but I did too. I remember hearing about the experiences of PGS pupils and 
alumni and thought ‘that could be me’. 

Since starting PGS , I have enjoyed the welcoming attitude of the staff and the students around me. 
I feel so proud to be a part of the PGS life and wish for anyone to experience this as I do. 

Louis, current Sixth Form pupil

YOUR IMPACT

You can find out more about the different ways to support The William Smith Fund
on pages 10-11.
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            Receiving a bursary to attend The Portsmouth Grammar School for Sixth Form was a truly transformative experience. 

It opened the door to opportunities I may not otherwise have had and played a significant role in shaping both my confidence and
personal development.

One of the most valuable aspects of my time at PGS was the encouragement to step outside my comfort zone and fully immerse
myself in the wider school community. I became involved in a range of societies and clubs that deepened my interests and
broadened my knowledge, while programmes such as Ignite inspired me to explore completely new areas, from criminology to
sewing.

What truly sets PGS apart is the way it nurtures students beyond the classroom. The combination of academic support, enrichment
opportunities and encouragement to embrace new challenges enabled me to grow immensely as a person and gave me the
confidence to flourish in my Business Entrepreneurship studies at the University of Southampton.

Alongside these opportunities, I also formed lasting friendships and unforgettable memories that I will always value. My
experience at PGS has had a profound and lasting impact, and I remain incredibly grateful for everything it enabled me to achieve.

Lizzie, OP 2024
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         I joined PGS at the end of Year 10 under what can
only be described as unique circumstances. My school had
unexpectedly closed during our preparation for GCSEs, and
we were given very little time to find somewhere we could
continue our studies at such short notice. It was an
incredibly uncertain and stressful time.

If it weren’t for the bursary opportunities at PGS, I wouldn’t
have been able to consider coming here, and I definitely
wouldn’t be where I am today.

Being awarded a bursary allowed me to continue my
GCSEs with little to no disruption to the subjects I had
chosen. With the support and encouragement I found at
PGS, I was able to achieve higher grades than I had ever
hoped for - gaining six 9s and three 8s.

The bursary didn’t just help me finish my GCSEs – it allowed
me to stay on at PGS for my A Levels and make the most of
everything the school had to offer. I was able to thrive
through extracurricular opportunities, including an EPQ,
numerous sporting activities and the privilege of being part
of the prefect body.

Today, thanks to the opportunities bursary support made
possible, I am studying for a Master's degree in Physics with
Nuclear Astrophysics at the University of Surrey.

I want to say a huge thank you to everybody who has
contributed to The William Smith Fund, and I hope my story
shows just how powerful that support can be.

Jack, OP 2025
Jack performing at The William Smith Fund Summer
Celebration



           Living on the Isle of Wight, I was well aware that if I wanted a high-quality further education, I would have to study off the
Island. Having seen my sibling attend PGS and go on to receive offers from some of the country's top universities, I set my sights
on studying at The Portsmouth Grammar School.

Going into it, I knew that if I wanted to afford PGS, alongside the cost of travelling across the Solent, I would need a bursary.
When I received the letter telling me I had been awarded one, I was absolutely over the moon.

Having just completed my first year of A Levels, I can say with complete sincerity that it has been one of the most eye-opening
and transformative experiences of my life. I owe so much to the amazing teachers and peers who 
have encouraged me to reach my full potential. Alongside my A Level studies, I have also had so many 
opportunities to develop my passions, particularly music, in ways I hadn't experienced before. The 
encouragement and support for pupils to pursue their interests is something that really sets PGS apart.

I don't think the support and opportunities given to me, and to others in similar circumstances, 
can be overstated. I would like to say a heartfelt thank you to everyone who has donated and 
provided financial support, helping young people like me access opportunities that can truly shape 
our futures.

Jacob, current Sixth Form pupil
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Above: Barton and Grant’s House Shout performance
Right: the Senior School production of Grease
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           Something that I am most grateful for in my life is receiving a bursary to attend PGS. I wasn't sure I was going to
be able to come here, so I was over the moon when I walked through the arch on the first day of Year 7. Seeing the
community, not just among the students but also the teachers, has greatly impacted me to this day. Over the
years, I've made a big group of brilliant friends and built strong connections with my teachers. The enormous support
in everything that I do throughout my school life has been incredible. 

Not only has my school life been amazing academically, but also through the opportunities beyond the classroom. I'd
never have believed I would have the opportunity to take part in CCF, be involved in the outstanding drama productions
each year, or join the close-knit LitSoc. PGS has an amazing variety of clubs and societies to join, and school life is far
from dull. 

The support for your future and career, especially in Sixth Form, does not fall short either, and your teachers always have
your best interests at heart. From careers fairs to having an entire day dedicated to helping us write our personal
statements, there is immeasurable support. I have always been grateful for the experiences this bursary has provided
me, and I couldn't ask for a better school to have received it at. 

Alexandra, current Sixth Form pupil

Left: Alexandra in the Year 12 production of Animal Farm
Above: at CCF camp



           Attending PGS and having access to the incredible experiences and opportunities here would not have been possible
for me without a bursary. Being part of this school has had a significant positive impact on my academic life.

The teachers and wider PGS community have encouraged me to develop my passions across many subjects, challenge myself
academically, and fuel my ambitions for the future. I have also enjoyed the many activities beyond the curriculum available at
PGS, including the Medics and Literature societies, writing for the Portsmouth Point school blog and magazine, two years in the
CCF, and completing my Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award.

A highlight of my time at PGS since joining the Sixth Form has been working with younger pupils in a variety of academic and
pastoral mentoring roles. I have particularly enjoyed supporting them through challenges I have 
experienced myself.

I am most grateful for the many ways PGS has helped me develop important skills beyond the 
classroom. These include the confidence to communicate my ideas through presentations, 
speeches in societies, collaborative projects, and wider co-curricular activities. PGS’ supportive 
community has inspired me to share my thoughts and research on a wide range of topics and 
debates.

Overall, being awarded a bursary and attending PGS has given me opportunities I would not 
otherwise have had. Thanks to this, I have had a wonderful experience at this school during 
some of the most important years of my life, and one that I will always look back on with pride.

Siha, OP 2026
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Left: Pupils performing at the Christmas Concert at St Thomas’ Cathedral
Above: Senior School sports day
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            During my first week here, I remember poring over a book in the Memorial Library and feeling waves of pride, excitement
and enthusiasm for the opportunity to be part of such a prestigious and academic school community. 

Living on the Isle of Wight, I always felt a bit isolated in my aspirations at school. At PGS, I have already been afforded so many
indispensable opportunities, from visiting Parliament and the Supreme Court for Politics, to watching Miss Saigon for my History
coursework, attending a Maths Inspirations lecture at another school, and even a trip to Windsor Castle! PGS has made me feel so
much more confident about my next steps after Sixth Form and how I can achieve my dream of using my passions for change-
making in our institutions and a career in the public services. 

I have learnt so much from my supportive friends and teachers, which has enriched me as a person - and I can only hope I have
had the same impact on my peers. Everyone has been attentive, caring and relatable, and I feel like PGS has really helped me
thrive. At our school, everyone drives each other to excel, and I really feel like I am contributing to something great. I have
especially enjoyed helping as a reading mentor and a prefect. 

To anyone who has donated, or is even considering donating, thank you. You have the power to change lives, and I will always
treasure your generosity, which gave me and others less fortunate the chance to succeed. 

Aydin, current Sixth Form pupil

            Receiving a bursary at PGS gave me an opportunity I could never have imagined - the 
chance to immerse myself in British culture and one of the finest education systems in the world. 
 
The first six months were genuinely challenging. Adjusting to a new country and a new way of learning 
tested me in ways I hadn't expected. But the support I received from teachers at every stage made all 
the difference. 
 
Thanks to the knowledge I gained at PGS, I recently secured a highly competitive 12-month internship 
at Amazon in London as a Financial Analyst Intern, something I could not have achieved without 
this foundation. Looking further ahead, I plan to pursue a Master's degree in Financial Analytics at 
London Business School. 
 
PGS doesn't just educate students - it invests in them and gives young people a real chance to prove what they are
capable of. I am living proof of that, and I am endlessly grateful. 

Sasha, OP 2024



WAYS YOU CAN SUPPORT PGS

Call the Development
Office on 02392 364 238
and donate by debit or

credit card

Give a one-off or regular
gift by setting up a direct
debit securely online at
connect.pgs.org.uk/

supportus

Send a cheque made
payable to The Portsmouth
Grammar School, and post
to Development Office, The

Portsmouth Grammar
School, 

High Street, Portsmouth, 
PO1 2LN

PGS is registered with Charities Trust,
which provides a payroll giving service.
Payroll giving is a simple and tax-
efficient way to support PGS.

Donations can be made as either one-
off or regular contributions and are
deducted directly from your gross
salary, meaning you receive immediate
tax relief on your gift.

Many companies will match the
charitable donations made by their
employees. This is sometimes by as
much as 2:1, making a significant
difference to the value of your giving
at no extra cost to you.

To find out more about payroll giving
and how to sign up, speak to your
employer's HR or Finance department.

Gift Aid - make your gift go even
further
Gift Aid is a government scheme that
allows eligible charities to increase the
value of your donation by 25%, at no
additional cost to you.

If you are a UK taxpayer and have paid
enough Income Tax or Capital Gains
Tax during the relevant tax year to
cover the amount we reclaim, you can
enable PGS to claim Gift Aid on your
donation. You can contact the

Donate from overseas
Donors based in the United States
who wish to support the School
can make their gift through BSUF,
selecting The Portsmouth Grammar
School as their preferred
institution. BSUF transfers the full
value of every donation to the
School in sterling, with no
deductions for administration or
other services. Eligible donors may
also benefit from applicable US
tax relief. Further information is
available at bsuf.org.

Tax-efficient giving is also
available for the PGS community
across Europe through Giving
Europe. To learn more, contact the
Development Office.

Payroll Giving
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Development Office to request a
Gift Aid declaration form. We’re
able to make claims on eligible
donations given within the previous
four years.

If you pay tax at a rate above the
basic rate, you may also be
entitled to claim additional tax
relief. Further information is
available on the GOV.UK website.

https://www.connect.pgs.org.uk/supportus
https://www.connect.pgs.org.uk/supportus
https://www.connect.pgs.org.uk/supportus
https://www.connect.pgs.org.uk/supportus
http://connect.pgs.org.uk/supportus
http://connect.pgs.org.uk/supportus
https://charitiestrust.org/individuals/
https://bsuf.org/
https://giving.eu/make-a-donation/
https://giving.eu/make-a-donation/
https://www.gov.uk/donating-to-charity/gift-aid


Since its foundation in 1732, PGS
has benefitted enormously from
gifts in wills. Just two days before
his death, Dr William Smith's final
will directed that his gift of land be
used to establish a grammar
school for the city.

That single act of generosity
transformed opportunities for
generations of young people in the
community he cared so deeply
about.

Legacy gifts continue to play a
vital role in the School's future.
Over the past three years, around
40% of philanthropic income has
come from gifts in Wills, helping to
fund bursaries, and support the
facilities and activities enjoyed by
pupils today.

For many people, leaving a gift in
their will provides an opportunity to
make a lasting difference in a way
that may not have been possible
during their lifetime.

LEAVING A LEGACY GIFT TO PGS

Professional advice
We strongly recommend seeking
independent legal advice when making
or updating your Will. If you are
considering leaving a gift to the
School, you may find the following
suggested wording helpful:

“I give to The Portsmouth Grammar
School (registered charity number
1063732) either x% of the residue of my
estate or the sum of £... and would
like my donation to be used by the
school for its general charitable
purposes.”

Letting us know your
intentions
We appreciate that making a Will is
a sensitive and highly personal
matter, but should you decide to
leave a gift to the School, we
would love the opportunity to thank
you properly during your lifetime.

Sharing your plans with us will also
help us understand your wishes
and ensure that your gift is used in
the way you intend.

You can let us know by contacting
Alice Larden, Development
Director at a.larden@pgs.org.uk
or on 02392 364 248.

charged at 40% on the value of an
estate above this threshold.

Gifts left to registered charities are
exempt from Inheritance Tax. If you
leave 10% or more of your net estate to
charity, the rate of Inheritance Tax on
the remaining taxable estate may be
reduced to 36%.

Your family and loved ones will always
come first, but if you choose to
remember The Portsmouth Grammar
School in your Will, you can be assured
that it will be used thoughtfully and
responsibly to benefit future
generations of PGS pupils.

Tax information

I realise how lucky I was
to go to a school that
gave me such a good
education and so many
opportunities to
develop, I just want to
assist others to give
them the chance to
achieve their dreams
too.

Leaving a gift to charity in your Will
can also reduce the Inheritance Tax
payable on your estate. Under
current rules, the Inheritance Tax
threshold is £325,000, with tax  

11

Any gift, small or large, will make a
significant difference to our future
OPs.

https://www.connect.pgs.org.uk/pages/legacies
mailto:a.larden@pgs.org.uk


THANK YOU
Thank you to everyone who has supported The William Smith Fund during the 2025/26 academic year.
Whether your gift has been made anonymously or acknowledged by name, your generosity helps create

opportunities for PGS pupils to learn, grow and thrive every day.

We are especially grateful to those who have chosen to leave a gift in their Will, denoted in bold. These
thoughtful gifts will make a lasting difference, helping to ensure that future generations of PGS pupils can

benefit from all that the School has to offer.

Tony Adams OP 
David Allison OP 
Paul Allison OP 
Dick Arnold OP 
Chris Ayling OP 
Ian Barker OP 
Francis Barnard OP 
Mike Barrick 
Chris Barton OP 
Peter Bassett OP 
Colin Beale OP 
Victor Behar OP 
Alastair Bell OP 
Hugh Bernays OP 
Tim Berry OP 
Nicholas Bertenshaw 
Julian Birch OP 
John Bishop OP 
Kathy Bishop 
John Blackwell OP 
David Bohane 
Hector Bonnin OP 
Nigel Boulding OP 
Geoff Boyes OP 
Kieron Boyle OP 
James Branson OP 
In memory of John Braun OP 
Caroline Brennan 
Howard Brown OP
Paul Brown OP
Phil Brown OP
Samantha Brown OP
David Burden OP
Michael Burras OP
Melanie Bushell
The Calleva Foundation

Michael Campbell OP
Derek Cannon OP
Helen Catt OP
Walter Cha
Mike Chapman OP
Sue Chapman
Andy Charlton OP
Peter Chivers OP
Adam Clark OP
Chris Clark OP
Deane Clark OP
Steve Clark OP
Peter Codd
Tristan Colgate OP
Jack Collins
Mike Connor OP
Michael Cook
Chris Cooper OP
Alan Corbett OP
Peter Coulthard OP
Quentin Cox OP 
Cameron Craig OP 
Martin Crisp OP 
Jonathan Cross OP 
Roger Crouch OP 
David Cumings 
John Cummings OP 
Richard Cunningham OP 
Michelle Maria Daniells 
Tony Davenport OP 
Mike Dawe OP 
Louise Davis
James Day OP 
Chris de Mellow OP 
James de Mellow OP 
Alison Dean OP 

Barrie Dekker 
David Dingle OP 
David Doyle 
Mervyn Doyle OP 
Tina Duff (née Higson) OP
David Dugan OP 
John Duke OP 
Ray Eitel-Porter (né Porter) OP 
Jack Ellis OP 
Brian Elphick OP 
Tim Elwin OP 
Alan England OP 
Tony Evans 
Mel Fajardo OP 
Chris Farquharson OP 
Peter Fellows OP 
Ian Ferguson OP 
David Fifield OP 
David Finlay OP 
Roy Firman OP 
Rodney Fisher OP 
Geoff Foley OP 
Tom Foster OP 
William Frampton OP 
Gemma Gardner 
Anthony Garrod OP 
Joyce Gibson 
Christine Giles 
Peter Goford OP 
Lynn Gosden 
Deepak Goyal OP 
Kate Graham-Evans 
Matt Gray OP 
Ivor Grayson-Smith OP
Andrew Gruar OP 
Clive Grundy OP 

The Guille Family
Asanga Gunatillaka OP 
Mark Gunputh OP 
Colin Gutteridge OP 
Kim Ha 
Arthur Hackney OP 
David Hall OP 
Neil Hammond OP
John Hare OP 
Steve Harrison OP 
Rachel Harrison-Smith 
Lew Hartley OP 
Robert Hatcher OP 
Michael Hawkins OP 
Brian Hawtin OP 
Richard Hazel OP 
Laurence Hemming OP 
Peter Henderson OP 
Mark Hickman 
Tim Higham OP 
Tony Hill OP 
Nicholas Hillier OP 
Chris Hodgkinson OP 
Alwin Hoelzl 
Bob Holder OP 
Paul Honey OP 
Alex Hughes OP
Mike Hughes OP 
Peter Hughes OP 
Ben Humphrey OP
Roger Hyson OP 
Chris Jackson OP 
Mark Jannaway OP 
Joseph John 
Alan Jones OP 
David Jones OP 



Jack Kelly OP 
Dick Kendall OP 
James Kenroy 
Don Kent 
Lesley Kent
In memory of John Kidd OP 
Louise Kirk OP 
Paul Kneen OP 
Paul Knight 
Robert Lacey OP
In memory of Jaspreet Laly OP
Justin Lang (né Reynolds) OP 
Max Lankester OP 
Alice Larden 
Barney Large OP 
Brian Larkman OP 
David Lawrence OP 
Jeremy Lear OP 
Ed Leask OP 
Magnus Leask OP 
Jackie Lee 
Roger Leppard OP 
David Lewis OP 
Miles Linington OP 
Roy Littlecott OP 
Gemma Liu OP 
Peter Lodder OP 
Stephen Loosemore 
Simon Lymn OP
Rodger MacDonald OP 
Michael Mackney OP 
John Main OP 
David Mallen
Tim Martin OP 
Ralph Marx 
Chris Mason OP 
Pete Matthews OP 
Steve Matthews OP 
Rick Mayers OP 
Duncan McCue OP 
Philip McDonald
Maggie McElligott 
David McFarlane OP 
Richard McIlwaine OP
Kerry McMahon 
Richard McMillan OP 
David Middleton OP 
Andrew Miles OP 

Hilda Millar
Andy Millard OP
Richard Milne OP 
Jim Morley OP 
Ross Morrison OP 
David Mountford 
Stephen Munday OP
Ian Murray OP
Michael Murray
Rich Neasom OP
David Newton OP
Dominic Northey OP
Jack Oclee-Brown OP
Old Portmuthian Charity
Simon Old OP
Simon Orr OP 
Jon Osborne OP
Ian Osterloh OP
Shridharan Palaniyandi 
Sue Palmer
Chris Park OP 
Sudath Patabendi
Dave Patchett OP
Brian Pavey OP
Tony Payne OP
Mike Phillips OP 
Martin Pickford OP
Duncan Pickup OP
Andy Piper OP
Nigel Pitchforth OP 
Martyn Pitman OP
David Powell OP
James Priory
Jonathan Privett OP
Sarah Quail
Ronald Rabbetts OP 
Martin Reade OP
Ian Rees OP
Maureen Reeve 
Doug Reger OP
Patrick Reilly
Alisha Renwick OP
Bob Richards OP
Jim Richards OP
Christine Riddington
John Roberts OP
Helen Robinson
Gail Robson

Arnoud Roele OP
John Rogers OP
Steve Rogers OP 
Ian Russell OP
Laura Ryan 
David Sampson OP
Godfrey Samuel
Peter Sanderson OP
Jason Saunders OP
Simon Savage OP
Andrew Sharpe 
Mike Shipley OP
Rodney Shoesmith OP
John Simmonds OP
Andy Smith OP
Rachel Smith
Simon Smith OP
Tony Spender 
Graham Spiller OP
Barry Squire OP
John Stainer OP
Peter Stares OP
Peter Stemp OP
Tony Stephens OP
Stephen Sterling 
Paul Stewart 
James Stodd OP 
John Stoneman OP 
Julia Storey
David Strudley OP 
Sandy Sullivan 
Francis Sutcliffe OP
John Sweetman OP 
Pete Sykes OP
Jonathan Taylor 
Mike Taylor
Jon Temple OP
Nicky Thomas (née Parker) OP 
Roger Thomas OP 
Sally Thomas
Tim Thomas OP
Jane Thompson
Roy Thornton
Olly Thornton-Flowers OP
David Thorp OP
Emma Tilley
Richard Tippett OP 
Andrei Toader OP

Rhys Tomlin OP
Naomi Tongue OP
David Townrow OP
Tim Treharne OP 
Andrew Truman OP
Sandy Tullis OP
Jo Tunnicliffe (née Brigg) OP
I M Turner 
Andrew Vawer OP
Robert Venables OP
Ian Ventham OP
Philip Ventham OP
Erik Vilaca OP
Clive Vinall OP
Nick Voaden OP
John Waldock OP 
Stuart Ward OP
Guy Warrington OP
Peter Wason OP
Brian Waters OP 
Jennie Watkiss (née de Mellow) OP 
Ursula Watt and Simon Futcher
Kat Webb OP 
Sarah Webb (née Jones) OP 
Robin Welch OP 
Julian West OP
David Whiteman OP
Peter Whitfield OP
Noel Whittingham OP
Chris Wilding OP
Brian Wilkie
Andrew Wilkinson
Richard Wilkinson OP 
Jonathan Willcocks 
Dai Williams OP 
Andrew Willie OP 
Helen Wilson 
Amy Wilson-Smith 
Lok Wong OP
Jim Woodhams OP
Mark Woodland OP
Woody Woodward OP
Mark Worwood OP 
Michael Wright OP
Nicky Wright
James Young OP
Mike Young OP 



BEYOND PGS

The Class of 2026 bursary recipients have gone 
on to study at:

University of Bath
University of Birmingham
University of Bristol
University of Exeter
Hull York Medical School
Imperial College London

King’s College London
Leeds Conservatoire
University of Oxford
University of Southampton
University of Warwick
UCL

Degree subjects include:

Aeronautics
Artificial Intelligence
Biomedical Sciences
Chemical Engineering
Economics
History
Liberal Arts
Materials Science and
Engineering

Mathematics
Mechanical Engineering
Medicine
Modern Foreign Languages
Music
Politics, Philosophy and
Economics
Philosophy
Psychology

The Class of 2026 receive their A Level results

The impact of a PGS education goes beyond life within the Arch. Since the inception of The William Smith Fund, 1 in 5
bursary recipients have gone to study at Oxbridge, and 1 in 3 have attended a Russell Group university. PGS bursary

recipients have gone on to build careers at, amongst others: England Rugby, the Foreign, Commonwealth &
Development Office, Linklaters, JP Morgan, Netflix, PwC, Rolls Royce, the Royal Navy, and Scuderia Ferrari Formula 1.

We’re very thankful to the many OPs who have helped to prepare our pupils for life beyond PGS over the past year - by
sharing their time, knowledge and experiences. As well as providing interview preparation, networking opportunities and
mentoring, OPs have delivered talks across various fields including; engineering, neuroscience, business, mathematics,

performing arts, and entrepreneurship. 

Please get in touch with the Development Office if you’re able to support our pupils in this way.



Join PGS Connect – Our Growing Global Community!
We’re excited to have over 2,400 alumni, parents, and staff on PGS Connect – your online hub 
for staying in touch, sharing news, and accessing school updates. Younger OPs can connect with 
others at university or seek career and mentoring advice. For older OPs, it’s a great way to 
reconnect with old friends. Enjoy archive updates, back issues of OPUS, and our events calendar 
featuring reunions, talks, and networking. You’ll even find an online shop full of PGS goodies! 
Join us at: connect.pgs.org.uk or scan the QR code.

KEEP IN TOUCH WITH US

Portsmouth Grammar School: OP Network

The Portsmouth Grammar School

The Portsmouth Grammar School 1732

ThePortsmouthGrammarSchool

PGS1732
PGS Alumni
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Alice Larden
Development Director

Ruth Wade
Alumni Relations and Events Manager

Jack Collins
Development Manager

Meet the team
The Development Office are on hand for all your needs, whether it’s making a donation, signing up to an event or
changing your communication preferences. The best way to get in touch with us is at development@pgs.org.uk or
calling 02392 360 036.

https://www.connect.pgs.org.uk/
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/3796965/
https://www.linkedin.com/school/pgs1732/
https://www.facebook.com/ThePortsmouthGrammarSchool1732
https://www.instagram.com/theportsmouthgrammarschool
https://x.com/pgs1732
https://www.facebook.com/groups/PGSALUMNI
mailto:development@pgs.org.uk


Development Office
The Portsmouth Grammar School
High Street, Portsmouth, PO1 2LN

T  023 9236 0036
E  development@pgs.org.uk

W  www.pgs.org.uk

REGISTERED CHARITY NUMBER 1063732

mailto:development@pgs.org.uk
https://www.pgs.org.uk/
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	To find out more about payroll giving and how to sign up, speak to your employer's HR or Finance department.
	Gift Aid - make your gift go even further

	Gift Aid is a government scheme that allows eligible charities to increase the value of your donation by 25%, at no additional cost to you.
	If you are a UK taxpayer and have paid enough Income Tax or Capital Gains Tax during the relevant tax year to cover the amount we reclaim, you can
	enable PGS to claim Gift Aid on your donation. You can contact the
	Development Office to request a Gift Aid declaration form. We’re able to make claims on eligible donations given within the previous four years.
	If you pay tax at a rate above the basic rate, you may also be entitled to claim additional tax relief. Further information is available on the GOV.UK website.
	Donate from overseas

	Donors based in the United States who wish to support the School can make their gift through BSUF, selecting The Portsmouth Grammar School as their preferred institution. BSUF transfers the full value of every donation to the School in sterling, with no deductions for administration or other services. Eligible donors may also benefit from applicable US tax relief. Further information is available at bsuf.org.
	Tax-efficient giving is also available for the PGS community across Europe through Giving Europe. To learn more, contact the Development Office.



	LEAVING A LEGACY GIFT TO PGS
	Since its foundation in 1732, PGS has benefitted enormously from gifts in wills. Just two days before his death, Dr William Smith's final will directed that his gift of land be used to establish a grammar school for the city.
	That single act of generosity transformed opportunities for generations of young people in the community he cared so deeply about.
	Legacy gifts continue to play a vital role in the School's future. Over the past three years, around 40% of philanthropic income has come from gifts in Wills, helping to fund bursaries, and support the facilities and activities enjoyed by pupils today.
	For many people, leaving a gift in their will provides an opportunity to make a lasting difference in a way that may not have been possible during their lifetime.
	Tax information

	Leaving a gift to charity in your Will can also reduce the Inheritance Tax payable on your estate. Under current rules, the Inheritance Tax threshold is £325,000, with tax
	charged at 40% on the value of an estate above this threshold.
	Gifts left to registered charities are exempt from Inheritance Tax. If you leave 10% or more of your net estate to charity, the rate of Inheritance Tax on the remaining taxable estate may be reduced to 36%.
	Your family and loved ones will always come first, but if you choose to remember The Portsmouth Grammar School in your Will, you can be assured that it will be used thoughtfully and responsibly to benefit future generations of PGS pupils.
	Professional advice

	We strongly recommend seeking independent legal advice when making or updating your Will. If you are considering leaving a gift to the School, you may find the following suggested wording helpful:
	“I give to The Portsmouth Grammar School (registered charity number 1063732) either x% of the residue of my estate or the sum of £... and would like my donation to be used by the school for its general charitable purposes.”
	Any gift, small or large, will make a significant difference to our future OPs.
	Letting us know your intentions

	We appreciate that making a Will is a sensitive and highly personal matter, but should you decide to leave a gift to the School, we would love the opportunity to thank you properly during your lifetime.
	Sharing your plans with us will also help us understand your wishes and ensure that your gift is used in the way you intend.
	You can let us know by contacting Alice Larden, Development Director at a.larden@pgs.org.uk or on 02392 364 248.
	I realise how lucky I was to go to a school that gave me such a good education and so many opportunities to develop, I just want to assist others to give them the chance to achieve their dreams too.

	THANK YOU
	Thank you to everyone who has supported The William Smith Fund during the 2025/26 academic year. Whether your gift has been made anonymously or acknowledged by name, your generosity helps create opportunities for PGS pupils to learn, grow and thrive every day.
	We are especially grateful to those who have chosen to leave a gift in their Will, denoted in bold. These thoughtful gifts will make a lasting difference, helping to ensure that future generations of PGS pupils can benefit from all that the School has to offer.
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	BEYOND PGS
	The impact of a PGS education goes beyond life within the Arch. Since the inception of The William Smith Fund, 1 in 5 bursary recipients have gone to study at Oxbridge, and 1 in 3 have attended a Russell Group university. PGS bursary recipients have gone on to build careers at, amongst others: England Rugby, the Foreign, Commonwealth & Development Office, Linklaters, JP Morgan, Netflix, PwC, Rolls Royce, the Royal Navy, and Scuderia Ferrari Formula 1.
	The Class of 2026 bursary recipients have gone
	on to study at:

	Leeds Conservatoire
	University of Oxford
	Degree subjects include:

	We’re very thankful to the many OPs who have helped to prepare our pupils for life beyond PGS over the past year - by sharing their time, knowledge and experiences. As well as providing interview preparation, networking opportunities and mentoring, OPs have delivered talks across various fields including; engineering, neuroscience, business, mathematics, performing arts, and entrepreneurship.
	Please get in touch with the Development Office if you’re able to support our pupils in this way.

	KEEP IN TOUCH WITH US
	Join PGS Connect – Our Growing Global Community!
	We’re excited to have over 2,400 alumni, parents, and staff on PGS Connect – your online hub
	for staying in touch, sharing news, and accessing school updates. Younger OPs can connect with
	others at university or seek career and mentoring advice. For older OPs, it’s a great way to
	reconnect with old friends. Enjoy archive updates, back issues of OPUS, and our events calendar
	featuring reunions, talks, and networking. You’ll even find an online shop full of PGS goodies!
	Join us at: connect.pgs.org.uk or scan the QR code.

	Meet the team
	The Development Office are on hand for all your needs, whether it’s making a donation, signing up to an event or changing your communication preferences. The best way to get in touch with us is at development@pgs.org.uk or calling 02392 360 036.
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