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HONORING OUR HISTORY  CELEBRATING OUR COMMUNITY  BUILDING OUR FUTURE
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St. Dominic’s Elementary School partners
with us to provide in and out of the
classroom STEM education throughout the
school year.

2013

The Center for Marine Education and
Recreation at Oyster Bay (later DBA: The
WaterFront Center) incorporates and
education programs began.

WE BEGAN

2000

2001
Our first capital campaign brings in the Oyster
Bay Sailing School, Optimists, Sunfish, and
coach boats.

GROWTH

LANDMARK

We acquire the National Historic Landmark
CHRISTEEN and Junior Summer Programs launch,
combining sailing and marine science.

EXPANSION

The fleet expansion campaign is a success.
We purchase eight used Sonars. Kayak rentals
begin.

SAILING

We launch an open-to-the-public, after-school
High School Sailing program. 
The WaterFront Center serves over 10,000
program participants.

PARTNERSHIP

We begin providing free afternoon
programming and summer activities for
children part of the Youth and Family
Counseling summer program.

EDUCATION

2002

2004

2009

2012

ZigZag, a free adaptive sailing program for
people with cognitive and physical
disabilities, launches.

GIVING BACK - ACCESSIBLE SAILING 

HONORED

Senator James F. Gaughran honors The
WFC for service to the community in
promoting water sports and safe boating.

WE'RE OPEN

As an Essential Business during the pandemic,
the WFC operates at 75% capacity in
accordance with safety guidelines, providing a
much-needed outdoor outlet for the community.

CHRISTEEN

CHRISTEEN receives a new mast and undergoes
significant maintenance work.
CHRISTEEN’s National Historic Landmark sign is
installed near the pier in the Western Waterfront.

SERVING OUR COMMUNITY
A three-year plan to upgrade technology results in
improved customer experience through an
informative website and easy to use rental and
programs booking systems.
The WFC acquires a J105 to enhance training and
racing opportunities for the Jr. Big Boat program.

IDA MAY JOINS THE FLEET

The oyster dredge IDA MAY joins the fleet and
serves as both a floating classroom and an
ambassador for the Long Island Sound within and
outside of Oyster Bay.

2019

2020

2021

2022

2023

2016

OUR TIMELINE

Veterans on Water (VOW), a free sailing program
on our Sonars, launches. 
The WaterFront Center serves over 15,000
program participants.

GIVING BACK - VETERANS

2015

WFC continues expanding education, sailing,
recreation, and community programs, connecting
thousands of students, families, veterans, and
visitors to Oyster Bay Harbor.

GROWING IMPACT

25 YEARS ON THE WATER

The WaterFront Center celebrates a quarter
century on Oyster Bay Harbor, honoring our
history, our community, and the future of
education, recreation, and access to the water.

2025

2024

25 YEARS OF EDUCATION,
RECREATION & COMMUNITY



A MESSAGE FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
A Quarter Century on Oyster Bay Harbor

Dear Friends,

Twenty-five years ago, The WaterFront Center began with a simple but powerful vision: to connect people
to the water through education and recreation.

Today, as we reflect on our 25th anniversary, I am incredibly proud of how that vision has grown. What
began here on Oyster Bay Harbor has become a vibrant community organization that welcomes students,
sailors, paddlers, veterans, families, volunteers, and visitors of all ages, backgrounds, and abilities.

Our reach also extends far beyond our shoreline. Through marine and STEM education, school
partnerships, community outreach, sailing and paddling programs, adaptive opportunities, and
experiences aboard our historic vessels, we are bringing the lessons of the marine environment to people
throughout Long Island and beyond.

At the heart of it all is Oyster Bay Harbor.

For 25 years, this remarkable estuary has been our classroom, our playground, and one of our greatest
teachers. Whether a child is holding a marine animal for the first time, a young sailor is learning to navigate
the wind, a family is paddling together, or guests are experiencing the harbor aboard CHRISTEEN or IDA
MAY, each experience creates an opportunity for a deeper connection to the water.

Those connections matter.

They build confidence and curiosity. They introduce young people to science and the natural world. They
create friendships and memories. And, importantly, they help cultivate the next generation of people who
will understand, appreciate, and care for our marine environment.

Our 25th anniversary gave us an opportunity to celebrate everything that has brought The WaterFront
Center to this point—the visionaries who believed in its potential, the staff and instructors who brought
that vision to life, the volunteers who gave countless hours, the donors and partners who invested in our
mission, and the families and participants who made WFC part of their lives.

But this anniversary is about more than looking back.

It is about what comes next.

As we begin our next chapter, we remain committed to expanding access to the water, strengthening
marine education, creating meaningful recreational experiences, preserving our maritime heritage, and
ensuring Oyster Bay Harbor remains a place where future generations can learn, explore, and discover.

There is so much more ahead for The WaterFront Center, and we could not do this work without you.

Thank you for being part of our first 25 years and for helping us continue this mission for the next
generation of sailors, scientists, stewards, and waterfront neighbors.

Here’s to the next 25 years of connecting people to the water.

With gratitude,

George J. Ellis
Executive Director











Interactive
Hands-On Labs
By funding these programs, you're helping
students connect classroom learning to
real-world exploration, fostering a deeper
understanding of their environment.

Science Classes:
Inspiring the Next Generation

Your support enriches educational
programs like our Science Classes,
which provide hands-on learning for
students.

"Visiting The WaterFront Center with my AP
Environmental Science students has been a
highlight of their high school education. The hands-
on learning they experience on the water is
invaluable, and many students continue to refer
back to it long after their visit.”

Reena Bhasin, AP Environmental Science
Teacher at Jericho Schools

Junior Summer Program (NSP):
Building Confidence and Joy

Our Junior Summer Program empowers
youth to develop confidence and a love for
the water.

"My child is more confident in and around the
water and talks about what she learned and The
Waterfront Center all the time... She loves
camp at The WaterFront Center and tells
everyone that it’s her favorite place.”

Your contributions ensure that young sailors and scientists
can experience the thrill of independence and the joy of discovery on the water.

2024 Junior Summer Program Parent
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The number of hours
volunteers contributed in
2025.

1,717+

1,417 hours - 
CHRISTEEN & IDA MAY
crew volunteers

Horseshoe crab tagging,
Friends Academy volunteers
and other volunteer service
hours.

300 hours - 

Sue Bello
Jeanne Beyer
Liz Cousins
Victor D’Angelo
O.J. Donovan
Penny Gadzini
Jack Hoyt
Dave Kellogg
Matthew Kleinman

From tagging horseshoe crabs during a full moon to crewing aboard CHRISTEEN and IDA MAY, our volunteers provide the
critical support needed to realize our mission. As a true community effort comprised of high school students to retirees,
volunteers have contributed hours of their personal time to supporting the mission of The WaterFront Center. 

Volunteers

The WaterFront Center is
powered by a loyal
community of volunteers
whose time, energy, and
care help ensure access to
the water for thousands of
people each year.

1883 Society Members

Catherine Markopoulos
Scott Massoni
David Nieri
Beth Nugent
Kevin O’Donnell
Norm Orenstein
Peter Pramberger
Richard Schlueck
John Wilson

Regognizing dedicated volunteers who help preserve and
support our historic vessel programs.





In support of the Boys & Girls Clubs’ mission to help young people reach their
full potential, The WaterFront Center provides supplemental water-based
activities for the Clubs of Oyster Bay-East Norwich and Glen Cove throughout
the year.

WFC Community Programs
To ensure that everyone has access to the
water, The WaterFront Center provides free
and low-barrier programs for our
community. These experiences build
confidence, connection, and stewardship,
helping ensure our environment is
preserved for future generations.

2025
In 2025, access-focused programs
continued to create welcoming
experiences for veterans, youth,
families, and community
partners.

Thank you to our 2025 grant and
community program supporters

Bahnik Foundation
Community Foundation of Oyster Bay
North Country Garden Club of LI, Inc.
Patagonia
Paul & Maxine Frohring Foundation
St. John’s Church of Lattingtown
Storm Trysaï Foundation
The Marion O. & Maximilian E. Hoffman
Foundation, Inc.
The PHFFoundation, Inc.

Veterans on Water (V.O.W.)
Sailing offers veterans a therapeutic outlet that combines
challenge, calm, and connection. The WaterFront Center
provides this program at no cost to veterans, retirees, and
active-duty service members.

ZigZag Adaptive Sailing
Designed for people of all ages with physical and cognitive
disabilities, ZigZag helps ensure that sailing is an inclusive
experience that can be enjoyed by everyone.

YFCA Summer Experience
This partnership creates unique on-water experiences for young
people who might not otherwise have access to Oyster Bay. The
WaterFront Center works with the Youth and Family Counseling
Agency of Oyster Bay-East Norwich to enrich lives through healthy
leisure activities and waterfront experiences.

Boys & Girls Club

Multi-Generational
Bridging generations, young people interact and bond with the 55+
community through a variety of experiences and activities centered
on the waters of Oyster Bay in partnership with The Life Enrichment
Center and Youth and Family Counseling Agency of Oyster Bay-East
Norwich.



Organizations Served in 2025
IN 2025, THE WATERFRONT CENTER CONNECTED STUDENTS,
FAMILIES, SCOUTS, SENIORS, AND COMMUNITY MEMBERS TO
THE WATER THROUGH HANDS-ON MARINE SCIENCE, SAILING,
PADDLING, AND WATERFRONT EXPERIENCES.

Our education and outreach programs reached participants through
91 unique schools, camps, scouts, libraries, senior centers, and
community organizations.

The organizations listed below reflect our 2025 partner schools and
community organizations.

Schools &
Educational
Partners

Cantiague Elementary
East Hills Elementary
East Woods School
Garden City Park School
Glen Head Elementary
Great Neck South
Harbor Hill School
Holy Martyrs Armenian Day
School
Jackson Elementary
Jericho High School APES
John Quincy Adams Elementary
Landing School
Lee Avenue School
Lockhart Elementary School
LUHI School
Meadow Drive Elementary
Monsey Park
Ocean Avenue Elementary
Oyster Bay High School
Plainview-Old Bethpage
Portledge High School
Robbins Lane
Sawmill Road School
Silverstein Hebrew Academy
Smithtown High School
South Grove Middle School
St. Dominic High School
St. Gertrude’s Pre-K
St. Peter’s South Huntington
Sunsquam Elementary School
Teddy Roosevelt Elementary
The Green Vale School
Tiegerman Middle School
Trinity Lutheran School
Unqua Elementary School
Uniondale High School
Vernon Middle School
William Floyd School

Libraries, Senior &
Community
Partners

A Work of Heart
Bayville Free Library
Berkshire Nursing &
Rehabilitation
Center Moriches Public Library
Cold Spring Harbor Fish
Hatchery
Cold Spring Harbor Library
Friends of Sagamore Hill
Glen Cove Library
Glen Cove Senior Center
Glengariff Healthcare Center
Life Enrichment Center
at Oyster Bay
LI Sound Partners / NY Sea
Grant
Love of Learning
Massapequa Center for Rehab
& Aging
Mount Sinai Child Services
North Merrick Library
Oyster Bay Co-op
Oyster Bay Preschool Pre-K
Project Excel
Reach CYA
SCO Families
The Schoolhouse
Viscardi Center
White Oaks Nursing &
Rehabilitation Center
White Oaks Senior Center
Wyandanch Dept. of Labor
Zen STEM

Camps, Scouts &
Summer
Programs

Camp Gan Israel
Cold Spring Harbor
Beach Club
Crestwood Summer Camp
Faith Nursery School –
Syosset
Future Stars Farmingdale
Future Stars Old Westbury
Girl Scout Troop #1887
Girl Scout Troop #365
Girl Scout Troop #558
Home School Programs
Jackson Ave. Mineola
Summer Program
Masters Teaching Workshop
Noah’s Ark Centerport
Oyster Babies
Roslyn Summer



Sealift Inc.

Partnering with WFC
2025 PARTNER SPONSORSHIPS
In 2025, Partner Sponsorships connected with over 15,000 individuals in The WaterFront Center's community
through digital, physical, and event promotions. Season Sponsors received recognition on social media based on
their level of support in addition to event acknowledgments. The following sponsors contributed a total of
$87,500 in 2025.

In 2025, Partner Sponsorships connected with over 15,000 individuals in The WaterFront Center's community
through digital, physical, and event promotions. Season Sponsors received recognition on social media based on
their level of support in addition to event acknowledgments. The following sponsors contributed a total of
$87,500 in 2025.

Platinum Sponsors

Gold Sponsor

Silver Sponsors

Bronze Sponsors



Sealift Inc.

Partnering with WFC
With Gratitude to our Final LOG Supporters
For the final edition of The LOG, an extraordinary group of businesses, organizations, families, and individuals once again
stepped forward in support of The WaterFront Center. Their generosity helped make this special 25th anniversary
publication possible while continuing a tradition of community support that has been part of The LOG for many years.

As we close this chapter in WFC’s history, we extend our sincere gratitude to everyone who supported the 2025 edition.
Thank you for helping us celebrate 25 years of connecting people to the water and for continuing to believe in the
mission of The WaterFront Center.
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Thank you for being part of The LOG's legacy.



For many years, The LOG has been a meaningful
part of The WaterFront Center’s story. More
than a publication, it has served as a beautiful
coffee table collection of stories, news,
interviews, artwork, and memories created by
and for our program participants, volunteers,
families, and supporters.

In 2025, as we celebrate the final year of The
LOG, we pause to recognize the care, creativity,
and dedication that made it possible year after
year. We extend our heartfelt thanks to
longtime board member Ms. Jamie Deming for
producing this wonderful publication for so
many years and for helping preserve the
voices, experiences, and spirit of The
WaterFront Center community.

Through The LOG, local businesses,
organizations, and individuals have also had the
opportunity to show their support for The
WaterFront Center and our mission of
connecting people to the water through
education and recreation.

While this chapter comes to a close, the legacy
of The LOG will continue through our Estuary
Echo publications, sponsorship opportunities,
and future storytelling efforts. Through these
platforms, we will continue sharing the stories
of our programs, celebrating the people who
make our work possible, and creating
meaningful ways for supporters to stay
connected to our mission.

As we look ahead, we are deeply grateful to Ms.
Deming and to all of the supporters who helped
make The LOG a lasting celebration of our
waterfront community.

The Final
Year of 
The LOG
A Legacy of stories, artwork
and community

The legacy continues
through Estuary Echo.



On June 7, 2025, The WaterFront Center marked a milestone
moment: 25 years of connecting people to the water through
education and recreation.

The celebration brought together community members, local
officials, sponsors, volunteers, staff, and longtime supporters for a
ribbon-cutting ceremony celebrating WFC’s first quarter century.
The day recognized the organization’s growth from a community
vision into a regional waterfront institution rooted in access,
education, stewardship, and connection.

Remarks from WFC leadership, local officials, and community
partners highlighted the Center’s role in maritime education,
environmental stewardship, and public access to Oyster Bay
Harbor. The ceremony also included citations and recognition
from public officials and community organizations, reflecting the
lasting impact of WFC’s work across Long Island.

Following the ribbon cutting, guests had the opportunity to meet
staff and volunteers, learn more about current programs, and
celebrate the people who have helped shape WFC’s story since its
founding in 2000.

25 Years on Oyster Bay Harbor
Celebrating a quarter century of connecting people to the water

“Here’s to the next 25
years of connecting
people to the water.”

Celebrating 25 Years of The WaterFront Center



FAMILIES ON THE WATERFRONT

BENEFIT
REGATTA
A day of racing, camaraderie, and
community support on Oyster Bay Harbor

Our 2025 Benefit Regatta brought sailors, families, and
supporters together for an inspiring day on the water.
From race-day action on the harbor to shoreside
gathering and volunteer support, the event celebrated
the strength of our sailing community while helping
advance The WaterFront Center’s mission.

RACING ON OYSTER BAY HARBOR SUPPORT TEAMS KEEPING RACE DAY STRONG

Mrs. Michèle Bahnik Mercier
& Mr. Kevin Mercier
Ms. Jolanda Blum
Ms. Wendy Brown
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Buchner
Patty Bryan
Kyleen Chen
Mr. Kevin Coneys
Ms. Cait Curran
Ms. Jamie Deming
Mr. Donald Dewees
Mr. Michael Erdek
Mr. Kyle Ferreira
Ms. Susan Fredericks
Mr. John Fries

Mr. Jeff Gibson
Ms. Margi Gristina
Ian & Aileen Gumprecht, OBO
The PHFFoundation, Inc.
Ms. Virginia Hennings
Mr. Peter Judge
Mr. James Kaelin
Ms. Maureen Kaelin
Dr. Ada Kalmar
Mr. Chris Karrmann
Mr. David Kellogg
Mr. & Mrs. Barry & Colleen
Lamb
Mr. and Mrs. Robert M. Levine
Mr. Eric Lituchy

Mr. & Mrs. John Lubrano
Mr. & Mrs. John McGonigle
Ms. Pamela McKenna
Ms. Carla Murphy
Mr. Kevin O’Donnell
Ms. Alexa O’Brien
Mr. Seth Presser
Mr. Kenneth Randby
Ms. Emily Randby
Mr. Steven Randby
Ms. Joanne Riccardi
Mr. Thomas Kaelin & Mrs.
Henriette Rohl
Mr. Eric Roth
Mr. Neil & Mr. Ray Sawhney

Mr. & Mrs. Jonah Schachner
Ms. Doris Severinghaus
Ms. Marina Serenbetz
Mr. Clay Serenbetz
Ms. Cynthia Serenbetz
Mr. Paul H. Serenbetz
Mr. Robert Serenbetz
Mr. Tucker Serenbetz
Mr. & Mrs. Stuart Serenbetz
Mr. & Mrs. Craig Simmonds
Ms. Ehren Sullivan
Mr. & Mrs. Erik Syvertsen
Ms. Christin Weberman
Ms. Hannah Wildi
Mr. Ken Zaleski
Renate Zielinski



LOCAL TEACHERS SPENT THE DAY
LEARNING ON OYSTER BAY HARBOR

Teachers touched and examined some of the marine life found in the
harbor while learning how these species contribute to the estuary's
ecosystem.

The group also spent time aboard IDA MAY. Being on the water allowed the
teachers to experience Oyster Bay Harbor from a different perspective and
connect their classroom discussions with the living environment around
them.

Throughout the day, teachers exchanged ideas and considered how hands-
on environmental learning supports lessons in science, conservation, local
history and stewardship.

On May 15, 2026, approximately 30 local
teachers from Oyster Bay, Glen Cove, Syosset,
and other Long Island school districts spent a
full day learning on and around Oyster Bay
Harbor at The WaterFront Center.

Presented in partnership with Nassau TRACT,
the professional development program gave
teachers an opportunity to experience the
same active, place-based learning that
engages students during The WaterFront
Center’s marine education programs.

The day began with classroom instruction
before participants headed outside to explore
the harbor. Teachers walked to the docks,
practiced seining, and closely observed local
marine life.

When teachers
connect directly
with the harbor,
that experience
can travel back
to classrooms
across Long

Island.

Local educators explore Oyster Bay Harbor during
a hands-on professional development program

presented in partnership with Nassau TRACT.

Participants continue their learning on
the water aboard IDA MAY.

DAY AT A GLANCE

Approximately 30 local teachers
Oyster Bay, Glen Cove, Syosset
and other Long Island districts
Presented in partnership with
Nassau TRACT
Classroom instruction and seining
Marine-life observation
Time aboard IDA MAY



Annual Benefit
On September 19, 2025, The WaterFront Center continued its 25th anniversary celebration with a milestone Annual
Benefit held in the historic Wooden Boat Shop on West End Avenue in Oyster Bay.

The setting was especially meaningful. The Wooden Boat Shop is where the oyster dredge IDA MAY was built and where
the historic oyster sloop CHRISTEEN was restored — two vessels that continue to carry WFC’s mission forward on Oyster
Bay Harbor.

The evening honored founder Fritz Coudert and the visionary founders whose commitment helped create The WaterFront
Center. Guests gathered for live music, auctions, and a celebration of the programs, vessels, volunteers, donors, and
community partnerships that have shaped WFC’s first 25 years.

Together, sponsors, donors, and supporters helped raise more than $110,000 to support WFC’s mission and ensure that
education, recreation, scholarships, adaptive programming, and access to the water remain available for the next
generation.

Mr. & Mrs. John Amante
Bahnik Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Bartley
Mr. JT Bedi
Black River Caviar
Mr. Craig Bobroy
Bridge Marina - Marina, Boat
Sales, & Clam Bar
Patrick Broderick Memorial
Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. John Bromante
Mr. & Mrs. Alexander Byers
Mr. & Mrs. Russell Byers
Law Offices of James
Cammarata
Mr. Charlie Case
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Chin
Christina’s Epicure Westside
Supermarket
Mr. John K. Colgate Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. William Copp
Frederic R. Coudert
Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Crafa

Mr. & Mrs. Cade Culver
Mr. Denis Cullen
Mr. Christoph Cushman
Ms. Jamie Deming
Mr. & Mrs. Matthew
DeNatale
Dooley Family Foundation
Ms. Lynn Dwyer
Hon. Frank M. Esposito
(ret.) & Mrs. Melissa
Esposito
Mr. & Mrs. Colin Fenn
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Geisel
Mr. & Mrs. Pierre Gonthier
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Goulding
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Grgas
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Grgas
Ian & Aileen Gumprecht,
OBO The PHFFoundation,
Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Josh Herman
Mr. David Kellogg
Mr. & Mrs. Ragnar Knutsen

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Kolodner
Mr. & Mrs. David Kruse
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher
Kuster
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Lalonde
Daria & David Lamb
Leland Deane Family
Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Levy
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Lindsay
Mr. George N. Lindsay Jr.
and Ms. Nancy Metz
Mr. & Mrs. Jerome D. Lucas
Lumus AI
Ms. Catherine C. McConnell
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Megear
Mr. Todd Morici
Mr. Americo Nardis
Mr. Bob Niose
Mr. & Mrs. Matthew
O’Connell
Ms. Carla Panetta
Mrs. Celeste Pinkerton
Premier Benefit Plans, Inc.

Live Music, Sunset and Friends

Mr. David R. Relyea
Mr. Stephen Rudmann
Sagamore Collision
Ms. Elisa Santoro & Mr.
Stefan Witzenburg
Ms. Jennifer Sappell
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Schadler
Ms. Ilene Schuss
Mr. & Mrs. Ray Schuville
Sealift Inc.
Mr. Enrique Senior
Mr. John Specce
Mr. & Mrs. John Stalzer
Mr. & Mrs. Erik Syvertsen
Mr. Howard Szarfarc & Mrs.
Gemma Toner
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Taglich
Mr. & Mrs. Aldo Tarantini
Mr. & Mrs. Stanley C.
Trotman
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Vaughn
Mr. Christopher Voulgaris
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Warburgh
Mr. Jim F. Wellington

12 Meter Yacht Development Foundation
21 Times Professional Organizing
Ms. Sue Bello
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Beyer
Center Island Bird Sanctuary
Chef Nikki
Christina’s Epicure Westside Supermarket
Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory
Cooper Bluff / Oyster Bay Restaurant Group
Ms. Beth Costello
Mr. David Lamb
Ms. Jamie Deming
The Dick’s Sporting Goods Foundation
Friends of the Bay
HOSTED by Kelly Gaudreau
Captain Patrick Hilbert
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Kenavan
Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Marciano
North Shore Quilting

Over The Bridge / Ms. Mary-Jean Hunt
Oyster Bay Water Sports
Paragon Hair Salon
Mr. Adam Pramberger
Raynham Hall
Sanctuary Home & Patio
Sea Bags
Smith Jewelers
Sound Designs New York, Inc.
Soundview Millworks
Southdown Coffee
Stellina Hospitality Group
Stirling Harbor Foundation
Sweet Treatz
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Taglich
Theodore’s Books  
Honorable Steven J. Israel
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Vaughn
Wild Honey

Thank you to our 2025 Auction Item Donors





Ensuring Access to the Water
Annual Appeal Supporters
The WaterFront Center is grateful for the financial support from the following donors. Collectively, the following people
raised $127,930 to further our mission of connecting people to the water.

$15,000 and Above
Anonymous

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Bartley

$5,000 – $14,999
Anthony Ford Charitable

Foundation

Mr. & Mrs. Mark E. DeNatale

Frederic R. Coudert

Foundation

R.K. Mellon Family Foundation

The PHFFoundation, Inc.

$1,000 – $4,999
Mr. & Mrs. Hans Bosch

Mr. Christoph Cushman

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Darbee

Mr. & Mrs. Hal Davidson

Ms. Jamie Deming

Mr. Peter Deming & Mrs.

Jessica Agnew-Blais

Gil-Bar

Mr. & Mrs. Eric Johnson

Mr. David Kellogg

Mr. & Mrs. Radford Klotz

Mr. & Mrs. Francis W. Murray III

Mr. Kevin O’Donnell

Robertson Family Fund, Inc.

Schiff Foundation

Sealift Inc.

Mr. & Mrs. Alexander J. Smith

Mr. & Mrs. Brian Sweeney

Mr. Howard Szarfarc & Mrs.

Gemma Toner

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Vermylen

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas J. Walsh

Mr. & Mrs. Bradford G. Weekes

III

William C. and Joyce C. O’Neil

Charitable Trust

Under $1,000
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Albers

Mr. & Mrs. Darrell Albers

Mr. Algis Anilionis

Ms. Chelsea Attride

Ms. Karen Baker

Mr. Dan Barbiero

Mr. Constantine Baris

Ms. Theresa Batycki

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Beyer

Mr. Peter Bickford

Ms. Joan Fiori Blanchfield

Ms. Theresa Boboris

Ms. Rosemary Elizabeth Bourne

Mr. Christopher Boyatt

Ms. Laura Broderick

Ms. Lauretta J. Bruno

Mr. & Mrs. Jacques Busquet

Mr. William Byers

Ms. Mary Ellen Casey

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Casillo

Ms. Rose Cercone

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Cesario

Ms. Caroline Coleman

Mr. John K. Colgate Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Cornelius E. Colley

Mrs. Katherine Congdon Caldwell

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Crafa

Taylor Davidson

Mr. Richard Dayton

Ms. Lisa DeBenedittis

Ms. Karen DeSouza

Ms. Sophia Demonte

Mr. Morgan Dennehy & Ms. Kristin

Dennehy

Ms. Maria Denslow

Ms. Susan Dinolfo

Ms. Stephanie Donato

Ms. Caroline DuBois

Ms. Theresa Duncan

Dr. Larry Durban

Hon. Frank M. Esposito (ret.) &

Mrs. Melissa Esposito

EventPower - TOBAY Triathlon

Mr. & Mrs. Robert W. Fagiola

Ms. Juliana Fetherman

Ms. Ellen Futter

Mr. & Mrs. E. Maxwell Geddes Jr.

Mr. Henry Clark & Mrs. Harriet

Gerard Clark

Mr. Lefteri Gjezo

Ms. Lauren Graham

Mr. Ron Haworth

Helms Bros Inc.

Mr. & Mrs. Tom Hogan

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Hopkinson

Mr. & Mrs. John Hoyt

Ms. Pingna Huang

Ms. Janine & Ms. Alexandra

Hurley

Mr. Peter J. Pell Sr.

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph C. Pickard

Ms. Michele Picudella

Mr. Richard & Dr. Teresa

Pisano

Mr. & Mrs. Roman Podpirka

Ms. Emily Portney

Ms. Priscilla C. Press

Ms. Debra Price

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Priebe

Ms. Helen Rafferty

Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Rankin

Mrs. Thomas Reardon

Ms. Danielle Rivard

Mr. Peter H. Blohm & Mrs.

Christey Robinson-Blohm

Thomas Kaelin & Henriette

Rohl

Sagamore Collision

Mr. & Mrs. Marc Salerno

Mr. & Mrs. Claude Saliou

Ms. Patricia Sands

Mr. Mark R. Schaier

Ms. Verena Scheu

Mr. Peter Schimmel

Mr. Enrique Senior

Ms. Vivian R. Shelton

Mr. Morgan Simmonds

Ms. Paula Singer

Mr. Abhijeet Singh Pathania

Ms. Hannah Smith

Mr. John Specce

Ms. Cynthia Tadler

Theodore’s Books

Mr. & Mrs. George Tilghman

Mr. & Mrs. Hank Tiska

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Toner

Ms. Chiaki Torisu

Mr. David Townsend

Mr. & Mrs. Stanley C.

Trotman

Ms. Ivy Tu

Ms. Yi Tuo

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Warburgh

Mr. Stephen & Dr. Anne

Bailey Watters

Mr. Tony Weiner

Ms. Maureen Wilson

Ms. Ilene Yair

Mr. John Zimmermann

Mr. Philip A. Zoller Jr.

Ms. Heather Ingebrigtsen

Italian American Citizen’s Club

of Oyster Bay

Ms. Jane Jackson

Mr. Brewster Jennings

Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Kaiser

Mr. John Karabatos & Mrs.

Rosalie A. Koenig

Mr. Stephen Kelly

Mr. John F. Kiernan and Mrs.

Catherine M. Ruvolo

Mr. Andrew Kipnes

Mr. Charles Kulis

Mr. & Mrs. Bryan Lagan

Mr. John Lauricella

Law Offices of Donald T. Rave

Mr. George N. Lindsay Jr. and

Ms. Nancy Metz

Mr. & Mrs. James Litke

Locust Valley Bookstore LLC

Mr. Joel Lopez

Mr. & Mrs. John Lubrano

Mr. & Mrs. Jerome D. Lucas

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Maffucci

Sr.

Mr. Salvatore Mangano

Ms. Catherine C. McConnell

Mr. & Mrs. Ian A. McCurdy

Ms. Tara McEvoy

Mr. & Mrs. John McGrane

Ms. Cathy McNamara

Ms. Cassie Medina

Mr. & Mrs. Willets S. Meyer

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Mills

Mrs. Janine Moger

Ms. Kimberly M. Montross

Mr. & Mrs. Gordon Moodie

Mr. Philippe N. Pasco

Mr. Paul Nadler

Ms. Kathy Nastri

Mr. Douglas Nemeth

Mr. & Mrs. Benjamin Nobel

Mr. & Mrs. Matthew O’Connell

David Opolon

Ms. Doreen Ottaviano

Oyster Bay Mental Health

Counseling

Mr. Louis Pappas

Ms. Eliza Park

Mr. Webster Paton

Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas B.

Paumgarten

We make every effort to make sure everything is correct in this report; please let us
know if there are any discrepancies. 



The WaterFront Center gratefully acknowledges our
state and local elected and appointed officials for their

support of our programs.

Nassau County Executive Bruce Blakeman
Nassau County Legislator Samantha A. Goetz
Town of Oyster Bay Supervisor 
Joseph S. Saladino
Town of Oyster Bay Deputy Supervisor
Gregory W. Carman, Jr.
Councilwoman Laura L. Maier
Councilwoman Vicki Walsh
Councilman Louis B. Imbroto
Councilman Steve Labriola
Councilman Thomas P. Hand
Councilman Andrew A. Monteleone

Town Clerk Richard LaMarca
NYS DEC Region 1 Regional Director 
Cathy Haas
NYS DEC Deputy Commissioner for 
Natural Resources Katie Stone Petronis
Town of Oyster Bay Commissioner of Parks
Joseph G. Pinto
Town of Oyster Bay Commissioner of
Environmental Resources Louis G. Savinetti
Town of Oyster Bay Deputy Commissioner
of Environmental Resources Colin Bell

THE WATERFRONT CENTER
The Center for Marine Education and Recreation at Oyster Bay, Inc.
dba: The WaterFront Center (WFC)
Fed Tax ID:  #11-3539597

p: (516) 922-7245
f: (516) 922-2901
info@thewaterfrontcenter.org

1 West End Avenue
Oyster Bay, NY 11771
Lat: 40° 87.582' N / Long: 73° 53.976' W

Executive Board

Elisa M. Santoro, President

Henriette Rohl, Vice President

Howard Szarfarc, Treasurer

Jamie Deming, Secretary

Board of Directors

John Amante

Robert Crafa

Andrew F. Geisel

Gerald Lalonde

Daria Lamb

Bryan H. Lawrence

Michèle Bahnik Mercier

Morgan Simmonds

Advisory Board

Murray Fisher

Ian N. H. Gumprecht

Lawrence Kennedy

John McGrane

George J. Ellis
Executive Director

Cameron Jenness
Education Director

Cormac Murphy
Sailing Director

Juan Campmany
Bookkeeper

Staff

Jamé Krauter

Director of Marketing and Engagement

Jonathan Zaskorski

Director of Waterfront Operations

Katie Murcott

Programs Manager

Alexis Pramberger

Donor Relations Coordinator
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to all our donors
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	OUR TIMELINE
	25 YEARS OF EDUCATION, RECREATION & COMMUNITY
	2000
	WE BEGAN

	2016
	GIVING BACK - ACCESSIBLE SAILING

	2019
	HONORED

	2001
	GROWTH

	2002
	LANDMARK
	WE'RE OPEN

	2020
	2021
	CHRISTEEN
	CHRISTEEN’s National Historic Landmark sign is installed near the pier in the Western Waterfront.
	EXPANSION


	2004
	2009
	SAILING
	SERVING OUR COMMUNITY

	2022
	2023
	IDA MAY JOINS THE FLEET
	PARTNERSHIP

	2012
	2013
	EDUCATION

	2024
	GROWING IMPACT

	2015
	GIVING BACK - VETERANS

	2025
	25 YEARS ON THE WATER



	WFC Community Programs
	Thank you to our 2025 grant and community program supporters
	Bahnik Foundation
	Community Foundation of Oyster Bay
	North Country Garden Club of LI, Inc.
	Patagonia
	Paul & Maxine Frohring Foundation
	St. John’s Church of Lattingtown
	Storm Trysaï Foundation
	The Marion O. & Maximilian E. Hoffman Foundation, Inc.
	The PHFFoundation, Inc.
	To ensure that everyone has access to the water, The WaterFront Center provides free and low-barrier programs for our community. These experiences build confidence, connection, and stewardship, helping ensure our environment is preserved for future generations.

	2025
	In 2025, access-focused programs continued to create welcoming experiences for veterans, youth, families, and community partners.

	Veterans on Water (V.O.W.)
	Sailing offers veterans a therapeutic outlet that combines challenge, calm, and connection. The WaterFront Center provides this program at no cost to veterans, retirees, and active-duty service members.

	ZigZag Adaptive Sailing
	Designed for people of all ages with physical and cognitive disabilities, ZigZag helps ensure that sailing is an inclusive experience that can be enjoyed by everyone.

	YFCA Summer Experience
	This partnership creates unique on-water experiences for young people who might not otherwise have access to Oyster Bay. The WaterFront Center works with the Youth and Family Counseling Agency of Oyster Bay-East Norwich to enrich lives through healthy leisure activities and waterfront experiences.

	Boys & Girls Club
	Multi-Generational
	Bridging generations, young people interact and bond with the 55+ community through a variety of experiences and activities centered on the waters of Oyster Bay in partnership with The Life Enrichment Center and Youth and Family Counseling Agency of Oyster Bay-East Norwich.


	Organizations Served in 2025
	IN 2025, THE WATERFRONT CENTER CONNECTED STUDENTS, FAMILIES, SCOUTS, SENIORS, AND COMMUNITY MEMBERS TO THE WATER THROUGH HANDS-ON MARINE SCIENCE, SAILING, PADDLING, AND WATERFRONT EXPERIENCES.
	Our education and outreach programs reached participants through 91 unique schools, camps, scouts, libraries, senior centers, and community organizations.
	The organizations listed below reflect our 2025 partner schools and community organizations.
	Schools & Educational Partners
	Libraries, Senior & Community Partners
	Camps, Scouts & Summer Programs
	Camp Gan Israel
	Cold Spring Harbor
	Beach Club
	Crestwood Summer Camp
	Faith Nursery School – Syosset
	Future Stars Farmingdale
	Future Stars Old Westbury
	Girl Scout Troop #1887
	Girl Scout Troop #365
	Girl Scout Troop #558
	Home School Programs
	Jackson Ave. Mineola
	Summer Program
	Masters Teaching Workshop
	Noah’s Ark Centerport
	Oyster Babies
	Roslyn Summer
	A Work of Heart
	Bayville Free Library
	Berkshire Nursing & Rehabilitation
	Center Moriches Public Library
	Cold Spring Harbor Fish Hatchery
	Cold Spring Harbor Library
	Friends of Sagamore Hill
	Glen Cove Library
	Glen Cove Senior Center
	Glengariff Healthcare Center
	Life Enrichment Center
	at Oyster Bay
	LI Sound Partners / NY Sea Grant
	Love of Learning
	Massapequa Center for Rehab & Aging
	Mount Sinai Child Services
	North Merrick Library
	Oyster Bay Co-op
	Oyster Bay Preschool Pre-K
	Project Excel
	Reach CYA
	SCO Families
	The Schoolhouse
	Viscardi Center
	White Oaks Nursing & Rehabilitation Center
	White Oaks Senior Center
	Wyandanch Dept. of Labor
	Zen STEM



	Partnering with WFC
	2025 PARTNER SPONSORSHIPS
	Sealift Inc.
	Platinum Sponsors
	Gold Sponsor
	Silver Sponsors
	Bronze Sponsors
	$15,000 and Above
	$5,000 – $14,999
	$1,000 – $4,999



