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Explore the Legendary Southfork
Ranch: A Journey into Television History and
Texan Charm

Imagine stepping into a world where
glamour, intrigue, and Texas hospitality con-
verge. Welcome to Southfork Ranch, a place
where the line between reality and fiction
blurs, bringing to life the iconic home of the
Ewing family from the hit television series
"Dallas." Nestled in the heart of Texas, just a
short drive from Dallas, Southfork
Ranch offers an unforgettable experi-
ence for fans of the show and new-
comers alike.

From the moment you arrive at
this legendary ranch, you're transport-
ed back to the glitz and drama of the
1980s, where larger-than-life charac-
ters lived, loved, and battled for
power under the vast Texan sky. As
you stroll through the beautifully
manicured grounds and marvel at the
sprawling mansion, you can't help but
feel a sense of nostalgia for the era
that made "Dallas" a global sensation.
Here, you can explore the very rooms
where J.R., Bobby, Sue Ellen, and the
rest of the Ewing family plotted their
next moves, and perhaps imagine
yourself as a character in your own
dramatic story.

But Southfork Ranch is more
than just a piece of television his-
tory—it's a vibrant destination that

offers something for everyone. Enjoy a guided
tour of the mansion, where you'll hear fasci-
nating behind-the-scenes stories from the
show, or take a leisurely walk around the pic-
turesque grounds, perfect for snapping memo-
rable photos. For those seeking a taste of true
Texan hospitality, the ranch hosts special
events throughout the year, including BBQ
cookouts, trail rides, and music festivals that
capture the spirit of the Lone Star State.
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Set Sail For Something Spectacular
Celebrate any occasion in style with a private charter aboard the River Queen or group experience on 

the Jungle Queen. Sightsee along the stunning New River in Fort Lauderdale or extend your  
journey further with a stop at our exclusive island oasis where you will savor an all-you-can-eat  

BBQ and be dazzled by our electrifying Ignite the Night Polynesian show.  
Whether you’re seeking an intimate escape or a vibrant group experience,  

unforgettable memories await on the water.

EscEscape OrdinEscape OrdinarEscape OrdinaryEscape Ordinary.  Escape Ordinary. 
EmbrEmbraEmbrace the EEmbrace the ExEmbrace the ExtrEmbrace the ExtraEmbrace the ExtraordinEmbrace the ExtraordinarEmbrace the ExtraordinaryEmbrace the Extraordinary.Embrace the Extraordinary.
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The nativity at The Basilica & national shrine
of our Lady of Consolation, Carey, ohio.
This Jubilee Year, designated an official Pil-
grimage site by Bishop Daniel e. Thomas,
marks 150 years since the Miraculous
statue’s arrival and 100 years since the
church’s dedication. Pilgrims here may
receive a plenary indulgence.
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Elvis Presley’s Graceland

Memphis, Tennessee

     Recently, Graceland welcomed fans from around the world to

Memphis for the annual Presley Week celebration. As part of the fes-

tivities, Graceland debuted two new exhibits inside Elvis Presley’s

Memphis entertainment complex.

     Colonel Parker’s World of Showbusiness shares the story of Presley’s

legendary – and often controversial manager, Colonel Tom Parker.

The exhibit traces his journey from his early years in Holland and

work on the carnival circuit, through his time managing country stars

like Eddy Arnold and Hank Snow, and ultimately to his defining role

as the manager of Presley.

     Serving as Presley’s manager from 1955 until his death in 1977,

Colonel Parker was a larger-than-life figure who played a crucial role

in the direction and success of the King of Rock ‘n’ Roll's career. While

he is hailed for turning Presley into a global sensation, Colonel Parker

remains a controversial figure in the Presley world, as he faced sig-

nificant criticism for his management approach and financial prac-

tices.

     The Colonel’s story comes to life in the new exhibit through artifacts

from his collection. See canes, hats, and pipes that defined the

Colonel’s look, along with items from his office and the colorful lab

coats that he designed and wore on Presley’ movie sets. Exhibit high-

lights include his typewriter, awards, rare photographs from his office

and even the 1976 Cadillac Presley gifted to him.

     Graceland in Red 1974 is the second exhibit to open at Graceland

during Presley Week 2025. When Presley purchased the house in

1957, his mother Gladys’ conservative style prevailed with the tradi-

tional blue and white décor that one sees when visiting Graceland

today.

     However, in 1974, Graceland underwent dramatic redecoration

with Presley selecting rich colors, plush textures and new statement

pieces for his home. The living room was transformed into a French

Provincial theme, featuring red velvet furniture, red satin draperies,

oil lamps, mermaid tables, peacock-stained glass panels, and red

shag carpet. The décor was bold and vibrant, reflecting Presley’ unique

style – and a definite break from the conservative style of his mother.

     The red décor was in place until 1982, when the living room was

reverted to the original blue and white aesthetic before Graceland

opened to the public. The red furniture and décor went into warehouse

storage. Pieces of the red furniture have been used in small displays

at Graceland over the years, but this is the first time guests are able

to see a full replica of how the living room looked in 1974.

     In addition to these two new exhibits, Graceland refreshed the

Presley Dressed to Rock display in March. All exhibits are now open

for touring. Tour tickets available at Graceland.com.

Walt Disney Family Museum

San Francisco, California

     The Walt Disney Family Museum has announced the release  of

Walt Disney’s Trains: A Grand Circle Tour Through His Life and Legacy –

a beautifully illustrated book that explores Walt Disney’s lifelong pas-

sion for trains and the profound impact it had on his films, theme

parks and personal life.

     Walt Disney’s Trains features more than 200 rare artifacts, pho-

tographs, sketches and personal stories from The Walt Disney Family

Museum archives, The Walt Disney Company, and private collectors.

Building upon the beloved 2014 exhibition All Aboard: A Celebration

of Walt’s Trains, one of the most successful exhibitions in the museum’s

15-year history, this new book offers Disney fans and train enthusiasts

an intimate look at a lesser-known yet deeply influential aspect of

Walt Disney’s life.

Mote Science Education Aquarium

Sarasota, Florida

     After a move 14 miles inland from coastal Sarasota to the Nathan

Benderson Park, at the intersection of Sarasota and Manatee counties,

the new 11-acre Mote Science Education Aquarium (SEA) campus

officially opened to the public on October 8.
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    Mote SEA will transform Mote’s ability to provide informal sci-

ence education and enhanced levels of ocean literacy to much

larger and more diverse populations from around the world. The

146,000-square-foot facility will enable individuals of all ages and

backgrounds to engage with the ocean and experience a window

into Mote’s globally significant marine science research and con-

servation initiatives.

    The facility moved hundreds of species of marine animals from

its waterfront public facility to the new Mote SEA, including river

otters, manatees, sea turtles and more than a dozen sharks while

bringing in new animals like a giant Pacific octopus and penguins.

    Founded in 1955 in a one-room trailer in Placida, Florida, by

world-renowned ichthyologist Dr. Eugenie (“Genie”) Clark, 

Mote has become one of the most unique and impactful indepen-

dent marine research and science education institutions in the

world.                                                                                          q
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Looking for more information?

Fill out and send the Reader Service Card 
at the back of the magazine.

The Trivia Question for this issue 
is located on page 18.

https://www.thetristatemuseum.com/
https://www.bush41.org/


The Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen Foundation

Peoria, Illinois

     Whether you are traveling alone or as a group, you are invited to

make a Sheen Pilgrimage – for an hour, a day or more. This is a holy

ground, rich with the life and legacy of one of the church’s most

beloved sons: Venerable Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen.

     Start at the Cathedral of St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception

(celebratesheen. com/tomb), the mother church of the Diocese of

Peoria. This sacred space was Fulton Sheen’s childhood parish and

is now his final resting place. The beautifully-restored cathedral

inspires awe and lifts the heart toward heaven.

     After celebrating Mass at the cathedral, enjoy a guided tour, includ-

ing the St. Thomas More Chapel, where an impressive relic collection

connects visitors with the saints. Do not miss the stunning stained-

glass windows that tell the story of the Gospel’s journey across the

globe.
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     A highlight for many is a quiet moment of prayer at the Tomb of

Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen – a moving and powerful experience.

     Just a block away, visit the Fulton Sheen Museum, maintained by

the Archbishop  Fulton John Sheen Foundation

 (celebratesheen.com/museum). It houses the largest collection of

Sheen’s personal artifacts in attractive exhibits. Visitors especially

enjoy themed sections such as When I Was a Child, Traveling the

Globe, For God and Country, The Byzantine and others.

     Before you leave the museum, browse the gift shop, where you

will find books, audio/video resources and unique souvenirs to com-

memorate your visit.

     Continue your pilgrimage with a visit to St. Mary’s Cemetery in

West Peoria, where you can pay your respects at the graves of Sheen’s

parents, grandparents and extended family.

     Are you looking into extending your  journey?

     Explore more sacred sites in downtown Peoria, such as:

     • Sacred Heart Church for a convenient noon Mass during the

week

     • St. Joseph Church, the city’s oldest parish

     • St. Mark’s Church, home to the Fra Angelico Shrine, where Fulton

Sheen celebrated his first Christmas Mass and funerals Mass for both

of his parents.

     Book your customized Sheen Pilgrimage today at

celebratesheen.com.                                                                         q
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Conway Scenic’s 

Winter Mountaineer

by Brian Solomon

     Conway Scenic Railroad now runs over

New Hampshire’s scenic Crawford Notch in

all seasons. So why not consider taking a trip

through a snow-covered landscape over

Crawford Notch on a 1950s streamlined pas-

senger train this winter.

     Conway Scenic Railroad has been a pop-

ular northern New England heritage railroad

since it began historic railroad excursions

from its Victorian railroad station in North

Conway, New Hampshire, on August 4, 1974.

In its early days, the railroad focused on the

11-mile round trip down the old Boston &

Maine Conway Branch in the lower Mount

Washington Valley. In 1995, the railroad

expanded excursion operations by reopening

the dormant former Maine Central Mountain

Division into the White Mountains. This

rugged and very scenic line follows the

course of the Saco River up the Mount Wash-

ington Valley to its headwaters at Crawford

Notch. 

     For 30 years, Conway Scenic operated

seasonal excursions to Crawford during the

summer and autumn. In the year 2020, the

railroad renamed its popular Crawford excur-

sion as the Mountaineer, which had been the

name of the historic Boston-White Mountains

summer season train jointly operated from

the mid-1930s until the early 1950s by Maine

Central and Boston & Maine railroads.

     Conway Scenic has gained worldwide

fame that encouraged expansion of the oper-

ating season. In late-2024, the railroad opted

to run its Crawford excursion through the

winter. This delighted visitors, who for the

first time in more than half a century could

enjoy the scenic splendor of Crawford Notch

in Winter from the comfort of a classic

North American streamlined passenger train.

     The success of winter operation encour-

aged Conway Scenic to run its Mountaineer

in all seasons during 2025 and 2026. The

Winter Mountaineer begins operation after

Thanksgiving and will run Saturdays through

February, offering visitors stunning views of

the Mount Washington Valley, culminating

with the rocky crags at the Gateway in Craw-

ford Notch. Winter is a great time to visit the

White Mountain region. Bus tour operators

now have more options for their guests to

enjoy one-way and round trip journeys on

Conway Scenic Railroad.

     For group tours contact Jack Duffin at

jack@conwayscenic.com/(603) 986-7327.

Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad

Chama, New Mexico

     Tucked into the rugged beauty of the

American Southwest, the Cumbres & Toltec

Scenic Railroad is more than just a tourist

attraction – it is a living, breathing piece of

history. Stretching 64 miles between Chama,

New Mexico, and Antonito, Colorado, this

narrow-gauge railroad offers a journey

through time, weaving through breathtaking
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mountain passes, deep gorges and rolling

meadows much like it did in the 1880s.

     Originally built in 1880 as part of the Den-

ver & Rio Grande Western Railroad, the line

was crucial in opening up the region to trade

and travel. Though freight and passenger

service declined by the mid-20th century, the

railroad was saved from abandonment in the

1970s by a bold move from the states of Col-

orado and New Mexico. Today, it stands

proudly as a National Historic Landmark, and

one of the most authentic steam rail experi-

ences in the world.

     What sets the Cumbres & Toltec apart is

not just its stunning scenery – it is the authen-

ticity. The trains are powered by coal-fired

steam locomotives, pulling cars that have

been painstakingly restored to their original

glory. Passengers are not just observers but

participants in a historic ritual: the smell of

coal smoke, the rhythmic chug of the engine

and the sweeping views all combine to create

an immersive, sensory experience.

     The railroad is also a reminder of how

much care and effort it takes to preserve our

cultural heritage. Volunteers and skilled

craftspeople work year-round to maintain

the track, rolling stock and buildings. The

railroad provides not only tourism revenue

to small towns like Chama and Antonito but

also a sense of identity and pride.

     As the world speeds toward modernity,

the Cumbres & Toltec reminds us that there

is value in slowing down. In a single day, it

offers a rare chance to connect with Amer-
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Cumbres & Toltec
Photo courtesy of Nick D’Amato

https://cumbrestoltec.com/


ica’s past while soaking in the raw, natural

grandeur of the Southwest. For anyone seek-

ing a meaningful escape from the digital

world, this historic railroad is not just a ride –

but a revelation.

The Riverboat Twilight

Le Claire, Iowa

     A Mississippi River journey is a quintes-

sential American experience. In the 1800s,

steamboats were the fastest, most elegant
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Oil Creek & Titusville
Railroad

Titusville, Pennsylvania

Hear the Whistle Call! 
Step back in time to the era of black gold and

iron horses! Immerse yourself in
Pennsylvania’s rich oil history. Board vintage

Pullman cars and travel back in time, chugging
through the scenic Oil Creek Valley. Group

rates and box lunches available.

Oil Creek & Titusville Railroad
409 S. Perry St., Titusville, PA 16354

Phone: 814.676.1733
octrr@zoominternet.net

www.octrr.org

88 88 8 88 8

The Riverboat Twilight

https://octrr.org/
https://riverboattwilight.com/


form of travel available. Mark Twain called them “Floating Palaces.”

The Victorian styled Riverboat Twilight takes you back to  experience

the beauty, history and exhilaration of “Life on the  Mississippi.”

Two-Day Signature Cruise

     This journey begins at LeClaire, Iowa, boyhood home of William

F “Buffalo Bill” Cody. The Captain is your expert guide to the valley

landscapes, locks and dams, historic river towns and wildlife including

bald eagles, pelicans, great blue herons and more.

     Enjoy live entertainment, games, two snacks, lunch and dinner

before arriving in historic Dubuque, Iowa. Accommodations are at

the riverfront Grand Harbor Resort, with your luggage waiting in your

room. The evening is yours to enjoy and explore the city of five flags:

France, Spain, Great Britain, Napoleon and USA.

     Day two begins with breakfast and time to explore the architecture,

shopping and history of Iowa’s oldest city. Admission is included to

Iowa’s #1 attraction, the must-see National Mississippi River Museum

& Aquarium.

     Re-board for the return journey and take in all the sites that you

missed on the trip upriver. Enjoy lunch and dinner served at your

table. Arrival back in LeClaire is at approximately 6:30 p.m. Cruising

May through October with departures on Sunday, Tuesday and Thurs-

day, this is the most popular cruise and many dates sell out well in

advance.
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One-Day Cruise

    This cruise heads north from Dubuque through one of the most

beautiful areas of the Mississippi River. It includes continental

breakfast, two snacks, full lunch, historical narration, great scenery,

eagles, live music and more relaxation than you have allowed

yourself in years.

1½ Hour Sightseeing Cruise

    The cruise travels north taking in the wildlife and river towns

of Port Byron Illinois, Princeton, Iowa and Cordova. Illinois. The

Captain provides history and interesting facts about the river and

its commerce. There is plenty of time to relax, enjoy a complimen-

tary glass of iced tea or lemonade or to purchase a beverage at

the full-service bar.

New York State Tour Boat 

Association

     New York State provides an unparalleled range of boating expe-

riences, from the breathtaking Niagara Falls to the iconic Statue of

Liberty, all of which are made enjoyable, fun,and safe thanks to the

efforts of the New York State Tour Boat Association members. The

members offer a unique experience on all tours, whether they are on

lakes, canals, oceans or close to waterfalls. The variety of options

available is one of the main factors that contribute to the enjoyment

of these excursions. There is a tour to suit every interest, whether

you are looking for the serene beauty of the Finger Lakes, or the his-

toric charm of the Erie Canal.

     Most cruises feature professional guides that enhance the expe-

rience, making each tour both educational and enjoyable. They are

renowned for their captivating storytelling and in-depth understanding

of the local ecology and history. Most offer on-board refreshments

to make for a comfortable and restful ride. In addition, unique and

unforgettable experiences can be had on themed tours and special

events, like sunset cruises and wildlife viewing.

     Tour groups are welcome at a majority of the New York State Tour

Boat Association Members. Each tour boat operator can provide the

details and special programs offered to BUS TOURS MAGAZINE tour

groups.

     New York State is a fantastic destination for all cruising enthusiasts.

Experience the natural wonder of the Adirondack Mountain Lakes,

Long Island Sound, Thousand Islands Region or enjoy the panoramic

views of the New York City skyline from the water. Your New York

State Tour Boat Association member cruise will be managed with the

highest standards of safety and enjoyment.

     For more information view  cruisenewyork.com or e-mail

 cruisenewyorkstate@gmail.com.                                                      q
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The Midwest is made for bus travel

with wide open roads, welcoming

towns and a mix of big cities and

quiet countrysides. It is the perfect region for

group tours, with welcoming locals, group-

friendly attractions and plenty of space to

stretch out, making touring by bus not only

easy but truly enjoyable with the warm hos-

pitality the Midwest is known for. 

     When you add up all of these components,

you have a trip that is comfortable, memo-

rable and easy to plan from start to finish.

You are invited to plan your next bus trip with

these Midwest attractions in mind.

Grissom Air Museum

Peru, Indiana

     At the Grissom Air Museum, you can

explore historic aircraft from the Cold War

era, learn what its like to be called an “air-

man” and jump into a cockpit and take off in

a static display.

     While the museum offers many experi-

ences and exhibits, including 29 Aircraft, a

B-58 Rocket Sled, Guard Tower and more,

you will not want to miss the lineup of

exhibits and special events.

     Learn about General William Kepner and

his reaching 61,000 feet in a hot air balloon in

1934 (the highest anyone has been in the day).

Take in some great collections regarding the

B-58 Hustler and the crewmen that flew it.

     The Warbird Cruise-In (August 1, 2026)

the annual car show. Come out and see hun-

dreds of classic cars, trucks, and motorcycles.

Enjoy food, DJ, great airplanes and do not

forget to check out the indoor exhibits and

the gift shop.

     Jeep, Jets and Jams (summer of 2026) kick

off at 9 a.m. with Jeep registration. Make sure

to arrive early to secure your spot next to the

plane of your choice. At 10 a.m., the gates

open to the general public. Enjoy music, food

and the indoor exhibits.

     The museum is also building a STEM-

focused learning center this winter and will

take about a year to complete. It will house

our TB-58 (the oldest remaining survivor of

the B-58s). 

    If you want to find out more, view

 grissomairmuseum.com, e-mail director@

grissomairmuseum.com or phone (765)

689-8011.
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Convention I-X Center

Cleveland, Ohio

     Start Your Engines: America’s Largest Indoor Piston-Powered

Show Returns March 27–29, 2026.

     Bus groups, car clubs and travel planners – get ready for a road

trip worth revving up for. The Car Parts Warehouse I-X Piston Powered

Auto-Rama returns March 27–29, 2026, to theiconic I-X Center in

Cleveland, Ohio, for its 60th anniversary celebration of all things pow-

eredby a piston.

     This massive indoor showcase spans 600,000 square feet – that

is more than 10 football fields of cars, bikes, trucks, tractors, military
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vehicles and more. If

a piston makes it go, it

is in this show.

     Whether you are

coming from Chicago,

Detroit, Indianapolis,

Pittsburgh or beyond,

this centrally located

event is perfect for

group travel. Just min-

utes from Cleveland

Hopkins International

Airport and major

interstates, the I-X

Center is easily acces-

sible and designed for

motorcoach conve-

nience, with free bus

parking and generous

group discounts.

    This show is more

than horsepower – it

is heritage. The I-X

Center itself was once a WWII bomber and

then a tank plant, making it the perfect set-

ting for a show themed “Forged & Fabri-

cated for 60 Years into Dazzling Dia-

monds.” Visitors can walk through military

displays, meet vehicle owners, and explore

one of the largest Designated Military

Zones of its kind, raising funds for veter-

ans' charities.

    The Auto-Rama is a hit with every

demographic – from gearheads and seniors

to students and families. Student Career

Day on Friday, March 27, connects high

school and college students with real-

world professionals in automotive, engi-

neering and skilled trades, offering both

inspiration and education.

     For tour organizers, the event offers easy

logistics, a wide audience appeal and an

unforgettable experience packed with inter-

active exhibits, live demos, classic machines

and endless photo ops.

     Ready to plan your trip? Learn more, book

your group or explore Student Day opportu-

nities at pistonpowershow.com.

Guide: Marvelous Midwest

Convention I-X Center
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Age of Steam 

Roundhouse Museum

Sugarcreek, Ohio

     Step back in time at the Age of Steam

Roundhouse Museum in Sugarcreek, Ohio.

Founded by Jerry Joe and Laura Jacobson,

this impressive site is the first roundhouse

built in the U.S. since the 1950s. The 18-stall

roundhouse features an operational 115-foot

turntable, more than 24 historic steam loco-
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B O O K  A  G R O U P  E V E N T  T O

N E W  AT  S T .  L O U I S  U N I O N  S TAT I O N !

    

TWISTS  AN D  TU RNS ,  FU N  AN D  TH R I LLS !
Standing with our many other exciting entertainment venues here at the 

Station, find our new attractions adjacent to the St. Louis Wheel in the 

vibrant Wheel Park - Wave Swinger, Flying Louie Pirate Ship, and Loco 

Motion Mini Spinning Coaster... promising more fun for your group event.

SAVE  WH EN  YOU  PU RCHASE  BU N DLES  AN D  COM BOS  FOR  YOU R  GROU P !

1820 MARKET ST   ST. LOUIS, MO   314.923.3900   STLOUISUNIONSTATION.COM

https://ageofsteamroundhouse.org/
https://www.starvedrocklodge.com/


motives and a working restoration shop where vintage equipment

is brought back to life. Every detail of the design transports visitors

to the golden era of railroading. 

     Open seasonally from April through November, it is a must-see

stop for history lovers. For more information view

 ageofsteamroundhouse.org.

Chula Vista Resort

Wisconsin Dells

    Set along the banks of the Wisconsin River, Chula Vista Resort

in Wisconsin Dells offers tour operators everything they need to

deliver a memorable Midwest group experience – convenient plan-

ning, versatile amenities and warm Wisconsin hospitality.

    As one of the largest independent resorts in the region, Chula

Vista welcomes groups of all sizes with more than 600 guest rooms,

suites and condominiums – many featuring scenic river or poolside

views. With motorcoach tours in mind, the resort provides ample

complimentary coach parking, easy passenger drop-off zones and

coordinated check-in assistance with luggage and Express Check

Ins to keep group arrivals smooth and efficient.

    Tour planners appreciate the resort’s flexible group dining

options, including private banquet spaces, sunset river boat dinner

cruises that launch directly from Chula Vista Resort docks and on-

site restaurants like Kaminski’s Chop House and their famous Las

Vegas-style 90-foot Breakfast Buffet. Chula Vista’s dedicated group

sales and planning team assists with customized itineraries, meal

planning and scheduling to ensure each stop flows seamlessly

within a tour’s route.
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https://www.visitpella.com/christmas/


    On-site recreation makes it easy to balance activity and leisure.

Groups can enjoy the resort’s indoor and outdoor waterparks, visit

the newly opened Navi Spa for massage or facials, or a round of

golf at the historic Coldwater Canyon Golf Course. Whether it is a

scenic boat ride on the Wisconsin River, or a relaxing stroll along

the mile-long River Walk just outside your guestroom door, Chula

Vista Resort has everything tour operators and their guests need

for easy access and comfortable surroundings, just a few miles

from the downtown Wisconsin Dells River District. 

    From motorcoach-friendly amenities to turnkey group planning

support, Chula Vista Resort stands out as a trusted destination for

tour operators seeking an all-in-one Wisconsin Dells experience

that is both scenic and service-driven. Come visit Wisconsin Dells’

premier resort destination – family owned since 1951.

    For group sales and motorcoach inquiries, visit

chulavistaresort.com or phone (866) 382-4852.                           q
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Trivia Question
for The November

Issue

What popular bus tour attraction in the Midwest
combines a historical site with a riverfront,

entertainment and lodging?

For the answer go to:
https://bustoursmagazine.com/

trivia-nov-dec-2025/
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March 6-8, 2026  •  Owensboro, KY

Heartland Travel Showcase 2026
March 6–8 | Owensboro, Kentucky
 
Join the premier event where group tour operators and top travel 
suppliers from the Midwest connect to create unforgettable 
itineraries and lasting partnerships.
 
Discover hidden gems, meet destination experts, and unlock 
exclusive experiences that bring your tours to life. Whether it’s 
culture, cuisine, or adventure—this is where it all comes together.
 
Ready to find the next hidden gem for your tours? Contact 
sarah@ohiotravel.org or visit heartlandtravelshowcase.com 
to learn more and apply today.

DISCOVER 
THE HEART 
OF GROUP 
TRAVEL!
#OnlyInTheHeartland

https://www.heartlandtravelshowcase.com/


There is only one place in the U.S.

where the Mother Road of Route

66 meets the Great River Road and

that is in the Great Rivers & Routes region

of southwest Illinois. 

     This is a land full of stunning scenery and

the perfect place to embrace jaw dropping

views along America’s three great rivers and

national highway. Take a scenic drive along

the Meeting of the Great Rivers National

Scenic Byway and see why this 33-mile

stretch of roadway is one of USA Today’s Top

10 Drives.

     Groups can also walk in the footsteps of

some of the great historic figures of the past

in Alton where Abraham Lincoln once prac-

ticed law. The region is also home to the first

leg of the Lewis & Clark journey to map the

mysterious western U.S. 

     Meet the life-sized statue of Robert Wad-

low in Alton – once the world’s tallest man

who measures eight feet, 11.2 inches tall.

     Be sure to stop at Pere Marquette State

Park Lodge & Conference Center – where large

groups can enjoy a relaxing meal at the his-

toric lodge and restaurant – famous for its fam-

ily-style fried chicken dinners. Spend the night

at the Lodge which offers free bus parking.

     Groups can also explore this land of giants

along Route 66 as it celebrates its 100th

anniversary in 2026. Stop at the group friendly

Pink Elephant Antique Mall full of vintage

wares, old-fashioned candy and Route 66 gifts. 

    Discover the Last 100 Miles of Route 66

at the new It’s Electric Neon Sign Park in

Granite City – home to ghost neon signs and

full of larger than life examples of Granite-

ware and Tinker Toys. Make a pit stop at

the revitalized West End Service Station

which serves as a welcome center and

Route 66 museum and has ample parking

for buses.

     Dine out along the journey at classic

Route 66 diners and restaurants, including

the 100-year-old Ariston Café which can

accommodate groups of 50 or less. Linger

along the rivers and sip an organic craft beer

while munching a fresh sandwich at the

group-friendly Old Bakery Beer Co. in Alton.

Or simply sit beside the river and sip a cock-

tail and enjoy some chips and Dock Salsa at

The Loading Dock Bar & Grill where there is

ample seating for large groups and plenty of

parking on-site for buses. 

     Book your next bus tour group where three

great rivers and four scenic byways come

together in scenic southwest Illinois.          q
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Celebrate 100 years of road tripping in the only place in America where the 
Mother Road of Route 66 meets the scenic beauty of the Great River Road. 
Follow the neon signs to the It’s Electric Neon Sign Park, dine at historic Route 
66 roadside cafes, take a walk through the river bluffs and prairies and relax 
with a glass of locally crafted wine beside the Mighty Mississippi River.

Your one-of-a-kind adventure begins at www.RiversandRoutes.com.

WHERE THE 
MOTHER ROAD 
Meets the River Road

https://www.riversandroutes.com/


Museum of the American G.I.

College Station, Texas

     Imagine standing beside a roaring WWII Sherman tank or holding

your breath as a Vietnam-era Ontos comes to life. At the Museum of

the American G.I. in College Station, Texas, home to Texas A&M Uni-

versity and the George Bush Presidential Library, history is not just

preserved; it rumbles to life.

     Step into history at the Museum of the American G.I., where Amer-

ica’s military past doesn’t just sit behind glass – the artifacts bring our

nation’s veterans’ stories to life. The museum is a destination for fam-

ilies, students, veterans and tour groups who want to experience his-

tory in a powerful and unforgettable way.

Living History in Motion

     The museum is home to one of the finest collections of restored,

fully operational military vehicles in the nation. From a WWI Nash

Quad to WWII Sherman tanks, M18 Hellcats and a Vietnam-era Patrol

Boat, visitors can stand beside machines that once shaped the bat-

tlefield. Rare vehicles like the WWII M8 Howitzer Motor Carriage, M3

Gun Motor Carriage, Vietnam-era Ontos and a WWI French Renault

tank make this collection truly exceptional.

     What sets the museum apart is its ability to bring these machines

to life. During the annual History in Motion (fall) and Living History

Weekend (spring) events, engines roar, tanks fire and artillery blasts

echo across the field – offering a heart-pounding, sensory-rich con-

nection to the past that few museums can match.

Group Visits Made Memorable 

and Accessible

     With ample bus parking, accessible facilities and welcoming staff,

the museum is a perfect stop for group travel. We take group interests

into consideration, developing personalized tours and offering behind-

the-scenes insights that ensure students, veterans, history buffs and

casual travelers alike walk away with not just knowledge – but a

lasting impression.

Experience History Up Close

     Whether you come for the roar of a Sherman tank, the silence of

the dog tags or the stories of heroes, the Museum of the American

G.I. offers a powerful connection to America’s past. More than a col-

lection of artifacts, it is an experience – one that brings history to life

through vintage vehicles, moving memorials and unforgettable per-

sonal stories. It combines the thrill of live history with the weight of

remembrance and the warmth of community, making it a destination

that inspires, educates and moves visitors of all ages.

     For anyone who loves history, honors  service or simply seeks an

experience unlike any other, the Museum of the American G.I. is not

just worth a visit – it is a must-see, bucket-list destination.

     For more information, visit  americangimuseum.org or e-mail

info@americangimuseum.org.                                                          q
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The Cold War Museum
Vint Hill, Virginia

One hour west of Washington, D.C.
Founded in 1996 by Francis Gary Powers Jr. and John C.
Welch, the Cold War Museum is dedicated to preserving
Cold War History, honoring the Cold War Veterans and
educating students about this time period.

Hours: 11-4 PM Saturdays, 1-4 PM Sundays
Private tours available during the week or after
regular business hours. Bus Parking Available.

Located at Vint Hill Farms
7172 Lineweaver Rd. • Warrenton, VA 20187

Restaurants and a winery are adjacent.
www.coldwar.org • Discounts for Groups

To arrange a private tour led by one of the museum
docents please contact Bryan A. Zwanzig
(540) 341-2008 • bryan.z@coldwar.org

77 77 7 77 7

https://coldwar.org/Default.asp
https://lazarusentertainment.com/
https://www.stlawrencecruiselines.com/
https://fords.org/


Huntsville Botanical Garden

Huntsville, Alabama

    Nestled in the heart of Huntsville,

Alabama, Huntsville Botanical Garden is a

vibrant oasis of natural beauty, cultural

richness and unforgettable experiences. A

perfect addition to any bus tour itinerary,

the Garden offers visitors a unique oppor-

tunity to escape, discover and connect with

the natural world.

    Open year-round, prepare to be greeted

by stunning landscapes that shift with the

seasons. From spring blooms to fall foliage,

the ever-changing scenery ensures there

is always something new to admire. Take

a leisurely stroll along winding paths

through themed gardens like the Bush Aza-

lea Trail, the enchanting Purdy Butterfly

House (open seasonally) or the serene

Aquatic Garden. For those who want to get

closer to nature, step under the Garden’s

forest canopy and enjoy a walk on one of

the nature trails. For birdwatchers, the

Lewis Birding Trail offers a chance to spot

local and migratory species in their natural

habitat.

     Beyond its natural splendor, the Garden is

also a hub of cultural and educational expe-

riences. Groups can enjoy guided tours led by

knowledgeable staff, uncovering the stories

behind the plants, sculptures and seasonal

exhibits. Whether it is a horticultural work-

shop, a photography opportunity in the lush

surroundings or a simple moment of tranquil-

ity, every visit promises discovery and delight.

     No trip is complete without indulging in

the Fern & Feast Bistro, where fresh, locally-

inspired cuisine offers the perfect way to

recharge. Before boarding your bus, be sure

to stop by the Gift Shop, brimming with

unique souvenirs, gardening tools and eco-

friendly products to remember your visit.

     Huntsville Botanical Garden is not just a

stop – it is an experience. It connects visitors

to the beauty and wonder of nature while

providing an escape from the everyday.

Whether your group is seeking relaxation,

inspiration,or just a breath of fresh air, the

Garden delivers it all with a welcoming spirit

and a touch of Southern charm.

    As you plan your next bus tour, make

room for Huntsville Botanical Garden. It is

24 • Bus Tours Magazine / November, 2025

Places 

for 

Summer

2026

Huntsville Botanical Garden



Bus Tours Magazine / November, 2025 • 25

https://www.visitmesquitetx.com/group-tours/
https://hsvbg.org/


a destination where memories are culti-

vated, and every visit blooms anew.

Lowell Observatory

Flagstaff, Arizona

     With a legacy that begins nearly 20 years

before Arizona became a state, Lowell Obser-

vatory is  a classic roadtrip stop where the

spirit of the open road meets the wonder of

the night sky. Perched atop Mars Hill in
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Albuquerque, New Mexico | Open Daily 9 am – 5 pm | nuclearmuseum.org

Smithsonian
A�liate

EXPLORE
THE MANHATTAN PROJECTTHE MANHATTAN PROJECT

LEARN. THINK. IMAGINE. DRAW YOUR OWN CONCLUSIONS.

Jim Dykes
New York City
Step On Guide

• 5 Stars on Trip Advisor
• Friendly & Easy to Work With
• Half-day Rate $375.00

Call 917-576-7170
jimdykesnyc@gmail.com
www.jimdykesnyc.com

             

https://www.tabasco.com/
https://www.nuclearmuseum.org/
https://www.jimdykesnyc.com/
https://www.pagosahotsprings.com/


Flagstaff, just a short turn off Route 66, this historic destination invites

travelers to trade neon lights for starlight and experience the universe

through exhibits, discoveries and unforgettable skies.

     Founded in 1894 by visionary astronomer Percival Lowell, the obser-

vatory has long drawn curious minds westward. Over the past 130 years,

Lowell has hosted landmark discoveries, including Clyde Tombaugh’s

1930 discovery of Pluto and V.M. Slipher’s evidence that our universe

is expanding. Today, it continues to advance space science while sparking

curiosity in road-trippers, families and lifelong learners alike.

     In 2024, Lowell opened the Astronomy Discovery Center, a 40,000-

square-foot hub for free-choice learning. Here, exhibits are inclusive

and multi-sensory, inviting guests to learn at their own pace. Kids can

build and launch rockets in the Orbits Curiosity Zone, while adults can

ponder their place in the universe in the Stardust Lab Astronomy Gallery.

     On the rooftop, the Dark Sky Planetarium offers open-air, laser-

guided constellation shows, guided by live educators under the real

night sky. Recline in heated seats as you take in the same Milky Way

that Route 66 travelers once glimpsed from desert highways. Inside,

the Lowell Universe Theater surrounds audiences with a two-story,

160-degree LED screen for journeys across the cosmos.

     Each night, the Open Deck Observatory comes alive with a suite

of six modern telescopes aimed at star clusters, nebulae and galaxies.

Nearby, a look through the historic 24-inch Clark Refractor connects

you to a golden age of astronomy, including founder Percival Lowell’s

trailblazing Mars research and the training of the first astronauts to

walk on the Moon. 

     Lowell’s reputation as a premier astrotourism destination has

earned recognition from TIME, Newsweek, and PHOENIX Magazine.

Perfectly situated along the Mother Road, it has become a must-see

stop where classic Americana meets the cosmos. 

     For all its high-tech tools and accolades, Lowell’s magic is truly

timeless: a place where curiosity is celebrated, wonder is shared and

every visitor leaves feeling part of something vast and beautiful.

    Book your ticket today at lowell.edu.
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Lowell Observatory

https://lowell.edu/


Choose Redding, California

     With high desert, lush river valleys, rolling foothills, massive forests,

and even volcanic wonders, UpState California has to be seen to be

believed. The picturesque city of Redding serves as the region’s hub and

perfect base camp for all of the wonder UpState California has to offer.

     Start your tour by exploring the many attractions in Redding. Begin

your day at the Sundial Bridge – this glass decked pedestrian bridge is

a larger-then-life piece of art, beloved by visitors and locals alike. Once

you’ve seen the bridge, head next door to Turtle Bay Exploration Park.

This 300-acre campus includes an underground aquarium, Native

American history and exhibits, rotating art collections, wildlife habitats,

and the McConnell Arboretum and Botanical Gardens.

     After exploring the museum, continue on to Whiskeytown National

Recreation Area. There you can go hiking, mountain biking, and even

horseback riding. But the main attraction is definitely Whiskeytown Lake

- with 36 miles of shoreline it’s perfect for swimming, fishing, paddling,

and boating.

     For the next stop on your tour, head out of Redding to explore one of

the gems of UpState California – Lassen Volcanic National Park. An hour

outside of Redding, Lassen boasts incredible mountain scenery remi-

niscent of Yosemite as well as fascinating thermal wonders similar to

Yellowstone with just a small fraction of the visitors. Explore alpine lakes,

bubbling mud pots - you can even hike to the top of an active volcano.

     Once you have seen Lassen, head back towards Redding and

explore the attractions around Shasta Lake. Start with the free tour

of Shasta Dam – here you will get to see to the dam's inner galleries

and learn about its hydroelectric powerhouse.

     Finally, no visit to Shasta Lake is complete without a trip to see

Lake Shasta Caverns National Natural Landmark. Start the tour with

a catamaran cruise across Shasta Lake, then hop on a bus and make

your way to the beautiful and historic limestone caves. Once there,

you will be taken on a guided tour of caves that have been 250 million

years in the making!                                                                          q
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EXPER I ENCE  THE  FREEDOM MONUMENT SCULPTURE  PARK

 MONTGOMERY 
MOVES YOU.
 
In Montgomery, group travel becomes a journey of meaning. From the powerful Equal  

Justice Initiative Legacy Sites to iconic Civil Rights landmarks, your travelers step into  

stories that shaped a nation, and still echo today. It’s where learning meets feeling, and  

history meets hope. Montgomery makes group travel easy, with impactful sites, warm  

hospitality, and room to gather. But what your group takes home stays with them, long  

after the journey ends. Plan your visit at EXPERIENCEMONTGOMERYAL.ORG

 In ways that matter.

             

https://experiencemontgomeryal.org/


Vizcaya Museum and Gardens

Miami, Florida

     When planning a group visit to Vizcaya

Museum and Gardens, it is easy to focus

solely on the iconic Main House and water-

front gardens. Just across South Miami

Avenue lies a hidden gem that can elevate

your experience – the Vizcaya Village Farm-

ers Market.

     Open every Sunday from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30

p.m., the markettakes place in Vizcaya’s his-

toric Village grounds, once the agricultural

center of the estate. Today, this charming set-

tingcomes alive with local flavor – literally.

From farm-fresh produce and artisanal baked

goods to handmade crafts and holistic well-

ness items, the market offers an authentic

Miami experience that pairs perfectly with a

day of exploration.

     What makes the market a great group-

friendly add-on is the variety of programs

offered onsite. Start the morning with an

invigorating outdoor yoga class nested in the

farm quad.Guided tours of the village are

available during market hours, sharing its

history and future as a community hub. For

families, a rotating schedule of kid-friendly

activities – from planting workshops to crafts

and storytime – ensures there is something

for everyone.

    The village is just a short walk from the

east side of the estate, making it easy to

include in your visit. Whether your group

is interested in wellness, history, shopping

local or simply enjoying the peaceful, farm-

like setting, the market offers a unique

blend of culture and community. You can

even stop at the Vizcaya Village Café for a

quick bite.

    Add it to your itinerary as a morning

kickoff, midday break or final stop before

departure. With shaded seating, ample

parking and accessible restrooms, the mar-

ket is designed to accommodate groups

comfortably.

     For tour operators seeking to enrich the

Vizcaya experience with local color and

engaging activities, the Vizcaya Village Farm-

ers Market is the perfect Sunday addition.

Learn more at vizcaya.org/market.           q
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A Must-See Group Tour

Experience in Shipshewana

     Planning an unforgettable autumn get-

away for your group just got easier. Every

September and October, Shipshewana, Indi-

ana, in the heart of Amish Country, rolls out

giant, painted hay bales – literally – for its

Straw Bale Art and Autumn Adventures. This

one-of-a-kind event is perfect for motorcoach

groups seeking a fresh, fun and fully cus-

tomizable fall experience.

     The charming small town transforms into

an open-air art walk, showcasing 30+ larg-

erthan- life straw bale sculptures scattered

throughout the countryside. Designed by

local artists and businesses, these whimsical

creations – like Buttercup the Cow, Buzz

Lightyear or Willy Wonka – are sure to spark

smiles and countless photo ops. The drive-

able tour winds off the beaten path through

scenic rural roads bursting with fall color,

offering step-off stops at group-friendly

shops, attractions and farm markets.

     For group leaders, this event is a planner’s

dream. The Shipshewana/LaGrange County

Amish Country CVB provides full itinerary

planning, step-on guides and group-exclu-

sive perks like private meals inside Amish

homes and hands-on cultural experiences –

from buggy shop tours to quilting demos. The

logistics are seamless, and the hospitality is

second to none.

     Build a multi-day itinerary featuring ABA

“Best of the Best” Award winners, including the

renowned Shipshewana Flea Market (open

through September 30) and the Shipshewana

Antique Auction, held weekly year-round. Add

in family-friendly musicals at the Blue Gate

Theatre or top-name concerts at the Blue Gate

Performing Arts Center, and cap it all off with

a hearty Amish buffet dinner at the Blue Gate

Restaurant – a must for any group itinerary.

     Need flexibility? The straw art displays are

available for two full months, ideal for week-

day or weekend departures. Area hotels offer

group rates, motorcoach parking and warm

hospitality geared toward tour groups.

     With low costs, vivid scenery and cus-

tomizable experiences, Straw Bale Art and

Autumn Adventures in Shipshewana delivers

big on charm and ease. It is a fall favorite

your group will want to revisit year after year.

For more information contact Group Sales

Manager Judy McConnell at (260) 768-4008,

VisitShipshewana.org or e-mail at

judy@lagrangecountycvb.org.                    q
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Montgomery, Alabama

     For group tour planners, finding a desti-

nation that educates, entertains and leaves

a lasting emotional impact is no small task.

Montgomery, Alabama delivers on all counts.

With its powerful historical landmarks, thriv-

ing cultural scene and walkable downtown

packed with Southern charm, Montgomery

is the kind of place that turns bus tours into

transformational journeys.

     This is more than just a stop on the map.

It is a destination where your travelers will

not just tour, they will connect. They will stand

where Rosa Parks sparked a movement,

where Dr. King preached hope and where new

chapters of courage are being written every

day. Montgomery’s legacy as the birthplace

of both the Civil War and the Civil Rights Move-

ment gives it unmatched historical weight,

and today's Montgomery blends that past with

a vibrant, welcoming present.

     Your group can walk in the footsteps of

heroes at the Rosa Parks Museum, reflect at

the Equal Justice Initiative’s Legacy Sites and

gather at the Dexter Avenue King Memorial

Baptist Church. These are not just attractions;

they are emotional experiences that resonate

long after your passengers are back on the bus.

     While history is a powerful draw, Mont-

gomery offers so much more. The city’s cul-

tural energy shines through in its world-class

arts venues like the Montgomery Museum of

Fine Arts and the Alabama Shakespeare Fes-

tival. Annual events such as the MLK Week-

end, Juneteenth Celebrations and the Com-

memoration of the Montgomery Bus Boycott

provide meaningful moments for themed

tours and commemorative group experiences.

     For planners, Montgomery is an easy sell.

With more than 8,000 hotel rooms – including

the new Elevation Convening Center & Hotel

designed for rest, reflection, and reconnec-

tion – plus group-friendly attractions, parking

and dining, logistics are simple. Many of the

city’s top sites are located within the walkable

downtown district, where visitors can step

off the motorcoach and right into a full day’s

worth of activities without needing to

reboard.

     Need variety for longer stays? Plan a stop

at the Montgomery Zoo or enjoy a relaxing

riverboat cruise along the Alabama River. Out-

door enthusiasts in your group will appreciate

the new Montgomery Whitewater Park or the

city's growing trail system, perfect for stretching

legs and enjoying Alabama’s natural beauty.

     Centrally located at the crossroads of

interstates 65 and 85, Montgomery is easily

accessible and within a day’s drive of major

Southeastern cities. MGM Regional Airport

also provides air access for fly-in/fly-out

components of longer itineraries.

     What truly sets Montgomery apart is its peo-

ple. The educators, tour guides, artists,and

entrepreneurs who bring this city to life and

engage meaningfully with groups. Here, your

travelers will not just hear history; they will feel

it, and they will meet the voices carrying it 

     Bring your passengers to a destination that

moves them, intellectually, emotionally and

spiritually. Experience Montgomery, Alabama –

where group tours explore with purpose.

American Village

Montevallo, Alabama

     American Village is a unique attraction in

the heart of Alabama on 188 acres in Mon-

tevallo, 30 minutes south of Birmingham.

Housed here is a nationally pioneering Amer-

ican History campus focused on building

good citizens through immersive and engag-

ing experiences, where visitors discover the

power and drama of America’s journey for

independence, liberty and self-government.

     In 2024, Alabama Governor Kay Ivey pro-

claimed American Village “The Semiquincen-

tennial Celebration capitol in Alabama.” What

does that mean? American Village is THE place

in Alabama to visit in the year leading up to

America’s 250th Birthday – July 4, 2026.

     The distinctive campus includes more than

20 historically-inspired buildings – Mount Ver-

non, the Courthouse at Williamsburg, Concord

Bridge, the President’s Oval Office – and

although these facilities play a key role in pre-

senting the ideas and stories of America’s

founding, American Village is not about its

buildings. It is instead about building in the

hearts and minds of Americans – young and

old – a sense of stewardship of what George

Washington called “the sacred fire of liberty.”

     Here you will enjoy family-friendly, inter-

active and engaging programs for all ages.

Meet patriots of the past such as George and

Martha Washington, John and Abigail Adams,

Alexander and Eliza Hamilton, Phillis Wheat-

ley and James Armistead Lafayette, learn
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about apothecary medicine, march with the Continental Army, expe-

rience the National Veterans Shrine and so much more.

     In the replica Independence Hall, visitors travel from the Boston

Massacre to the protest of the Stamp Act and the Boston Tea Party,

to Paul Revere’s Ride and the Shot Heard ‘Round the World, through

the American Revolution and the signing of the Declaration of Inde-

pendence. The experience is multi-sensory – see, hear, smell, touch

and feel America’s revolutionary history.

     American Village is open to public Monday through Friday 10 a.m.

to 4 p.m. during the school year; Tuesday through Saturday 9 a.m. to

4 p.m. in June and

July; and Monday

through Saturday

10 a.m. to 4 p.m.,

Sunday 12-4 p.m.

during the Spring

Festival of Tulips.

Tours of

any size are wel-

come! Phone at

(205) 665-3535 ext. 1031 for special accommodations and programs.

     For the calendar of events, visit   americanvillage.org.                 q
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When your magazine staff trav-

els, we are always on the look-

out for attractions that are

good for bus groups. Here are a few places

we visited recently that are not only appro-

priate for bus groups but do not charge any

admission fees.

John Deere Tractor 

and Engine Museum

Waterloo, Iowa

     Conveniently located on an exit ramp near

the junction of highways 63 and 218 in

Waterloo, the John Deere Tractor and Engine

Museum is open Tuesday through Saturday

from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. There is more than

enough room in the parking lots for buses.

The museum itself is spotlessly clean, there

are large restrooms and a gift shop but no

food available. It is an ideal along-the-way

stop to break up a longer trip.

     While you might expect the line of old

tractors, which is terribly impressive, the

museum also has a fascinating section with
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old household items including early washers. In addition to the his-

torical tractors there is an interactive test of pulling power, an oppor-

tunity to sit on a conventional farm tractor and even an opportunity

to walk up a flight of stairs and sit in a modern, huge tractor complete

with air conditioning and GPS.

     This is an obvious attraction for an agricultural group but our pas-

sengers said that they expected to be bored and were pleasantly sur-

prised. Count on a stay of 60-90 minutes or more for the average

group. For information phone (319) 292-6126.

Spam Museum 

and Visitor Center

Austin, Minnesota

     The Spam Museum is located in downtown Austin, Minnesota

only a few minutes drive south from Interstate 90. It is open daily, 10

a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through Saturday and 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. on

Sunday. Bus parking is at the rear or at a cut-in curb alongside. While

there is no food service, there are good restrooms and a gift shop.

     Expectedly, this museum tells the story of Spam canned meat.

Nine areas offer information and photo options. Learn about the his-

tory of the Hormel family. Be impressed about the many companies

that are part of the Hormel group. Find out that there are many different

varieties and flavors of Spam. Learn how people cook Spam in dif-

ferent ways. Join an interactive session where you can replicate pack-

ing cans of Spam. See the booths that tell the story of Spam in different

countries, including Asia where Spam was introduced by American

GIs during World War II. If you are lucky, you might even have one of

the “Spambassadors” offer you a sample of Spam.

     Our experience is that the visitors got more than they expected.

Hours afterward they were still talking about what they saw and ask-

ing, “Did you know?” Do not be surprised if some of your passengers

visit the gift shop and bring back a package of different varieties of

Spam.

     Depending on your group you can look at a stay of 60 to 90 minutes.

For more information phone (507) 434-6528.

National Shrine of Our Lady 

of Champion

Champion (New Franken), 

Wisconsin

    This is the only approved Marian apparition site in the United

States and as such is the American equivalent of Lourdes, France and

Fatima, Portugal. This story begins with apparitions in 1859, one year

after the 1858 apparitions of the Virgin Mary to Saint Bernadette at

Lourdes. Since then the site miraculously survived the Peshtigo Fire

of 1871 and has witnessed many cures and healings.

     As the shrine is becoming better known, it has been expanding.

Since our last visit, the site now has a meeting building as well as a

separate building for history. There are parking areas in front and

back with the back parking lot having dedicated space for buses. A

rest area building is located adjacent to the front parking lot. 

     Food service is available in the Schoolhouse Cafe but it is limited

to snacks, pre-packaged sandwiches, salads and some microwav-

ables. For groups, the staff can offer a catered meal in a separate

room. There also is a gift shop with a wide variety of items.

     A chapel was built over the apparition site that is now protected in

the lower level and known as the Oratory. Very close to the bus parking

area there is an entrance near the center of the chapel with a short flight

of stairs going down. At the rear there is a ramp for wheelchairs and

scooters. Religious services including a Mass and benediction are held

upstairs in the chapel. There are statues and prayer areas outside as well

as a walking Stations of the Cross at the rear of the property.

     The shrine is located east of Green Bay and west of Door County,

a popular area for bus groups. There are other religious locations in

Green Bay including the St. Francis Xavier Cathedral and the National

Shrine of St. Joseph as well as Holy Hill to the south. Length of stay

varies greatly from group to group. Some groups may stay only two

hours if they have other places to visit while other groups may spend

several hours and attend some of the services. For more information

phone (920) 866-2571.                                                                       q

Bus Tours Magazine / November, 2025 • 37

Feature: Free Attractions

Spam
Museum

National Shrine of Our Lady of Champion



38 • Bus Tours Magazine / November, 2025

Abilene & Smoky Valley Railroad . . . .11

Age of the Steam Roundhouse 

  Museum  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .16

American250Alabama  . . . . . . . . . . . .35

Choose Redding Lodging  . . . . . . . . . .28

Chula Vista Resort  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .18

City of Mesquite . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .25

Convention IX Center  . . . . . . . . . . . . .15

Conway Scenic Railroad  . . . . . . . . . . .40

Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad  . . . .9

Discover Ft. Smith  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .39

Experience Montgomery . . . . . . . . . . .29

Ford’s Theatre  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .23

Gateway Arch & Riverboats  . . . . . . . .11

George Bush Library & Museum . . . . . .5

Georgetown Loop Railroad 

  & Mining Park  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .11

Great Rivers & Routes 

  Tourism Bureau . . . . . . . . . . . . . .20, 21

Grissom Air Museum . . . . . . . . . . . . . .14

Heartland Travel Showcase  . . . . . . . .19

Historical Society of Martin County  . .31

Huntsville Botanical Garden  . . . . . . . .25

Jim Dykes – NYC Guide  . . . . . . . . . . . .26

Jungle Queen  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2

Lazarus Entertainment  . . . . . . . . . . . .23

Lowell Observatory  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .27

McIlhenny Company  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .26

Museum of the American G.I.  . . . . . . .22

National Museum 

  of Nuclear Science  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .26

New York State Tour 

  Boat Association . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .12

Oil Creek & Titusville Railroad  . . . . . .10

Our Lady of Consolation  . . . . . . . . . . . .7

Ronald Reagan 

  Presidential Foundation  . . . . . . . . . . .7

St. Lawrence Cruise Lines . . . . . . . . . .23

St. Louis Aquarium & Wheel  . . . . . . .16

Starved Rock Lodge 

  & Conference Center  . . . . . . . . . . . .16

Texas Ranger Hall of Fame 

  & Museum . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .35

The Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen 

  Foundation  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6

The Cold War Museum  . . . . . . . . . . . .23

The J.M. Smucker Company  . . . . . . . .14

The Riverboat Twilight  . . . . . . . . . . . .10

The Springs Resort  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .26

Tri-State Museum 

  & Visitor Center  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5

Vizcaya Museum & Gardens  . . . . . . .30

Visit Shipshewana . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .33

Visit Pella, Iowa  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .17

Advertiser’s Index



https://www.discoverfortsmith.com/


�e Mountaineer o�ers
a supremely scenic journey
over New Hampshire’s
Crawford Notch.

Call or Book online - ConwayScenic.com • (603) 356-5251
38 Norcross Circle | North Conway, NH

�e Mountaineer o�ers a supremely scenic
journey over New Hampshire’s Crawford Notch.

A CHOICE 
OF TRAIN 
RIDES! 

• Tour groups welcome!

• Spring and Winter options

• More 1 hr Valley trains!

• One way group travel
options and

special fares available

• More dates for the
scenic 4-hour

Mountaineer over
Crawford Notch!

• Ask about Crawford
boarding options!

For group sales contact:
Jack Du�n

jack@conwayscenic.com
603-986-7327

https://www.conwayscenic.com/


Crystal Grand Music Theatre

Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin

     The Crystal Grand: A Jewel of Wisconsin Dells Nestled in the heart of

Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin, the Crystal Grand Music Theatre has grown

into one of the Midwest’s most celebrated performance venues. Since

opening its doors in 1994, it has developed a reputation for pairing big-

name artists with an intimate atmosphere, creating concerts that feel

both personal and unforgettable. With seating for roughly 2,000, it is

large enough to attract national touring acts, yet small enough to ensure

that every seat feels close to the action. 

     Over the years, the Crystal Grand has hosted an impressive array of

talent. Country stars, rock legends and beloved pop icons have all graced

its stage, making it a destination for music fans from across the region.

LeAnn Rimes, whose soaring vocals have defined hits like “How Do I

Live” and “Can’t Fight the Moonlight,” brought her powerful presence to

the theater, proving that a mid-sized venue can deliver arena-level energy. 

     Lee Brice brought his You, Me & My Guitar tour to Wisconsin Dells,

filling the Crystal Grand with chart-topping country anthems. His per-

formance highlighted what makes the theater so special – the chance

for fans to experience their favorite artists in a space that feels both

grand and personal. 

     Gary Allan, another country favorite known for hits like “Watching

Airplanes” and “Every Storm (Runs Out of Rain),” has also drawn

enthusiastic crowds to the Crystal Grand. His rugged vocals and heart-

felt lyrics resonate perfectly in a venue designed for both sound and

intimacy. 

     However, the Theatre’s reach extends beyond country music. Acts

like REO Speedwagon, Jay Leno, Pat Benatar, Jackyl, Nate Bargatze and

Shane Smith and The Saints have all taken the stage, underscoring its

reputation as a diverse hub for live entertainment. 

     Recognition has followed. The Crystal Grand was nominated for Acad-

emy of Country Music Theater of the Year in 2023, a testament to its

growing influence within the music industry. 

     For Wisconsin Dells, the Crystal Grand is not just a music theater – it

is a place where memories are made and music truly comes alive.     q

https://crystalgrand.com/


Lazarus Entertainment Group

Myrtle Beach, South Carolina

     Heading to Myrtle Beach, South Carolina with a group? Need some-

thing to do? Look no further. Offering special rates for groups of 15 or

more, Broadway Grand Prix and Myrtle Waves is the place to go for your

next get together.

     Broadway Grand Prix is the ultimate family attraction. Race to victory

on the seven go kart tracks, become a legend on the two 18-hole mini

golf courses or get the highest score in the Grand Prix arcade. Broadway

Grand Prix offers all the greatest Myrtle Beach attractions and games

so there is plenty of fun for all ages. It is conveniently located across

from Broadway at the Beach. The Place to Race – for all ages.

     Myrtle Waves is South Carolina's largest water park with 23 slides

and attractions for all ages and 1.2 million gallons of water. Myrtle Waves

offers two kiddie areas, tube slides, body slides, thrill slides and an all-

new mat slide. If you are looking for a more relaxing day, there are plenty

of cabana rentals, a Lazy River, Wave Pool and Beer Garden. New to

Myrtle Waves is The Venue, the perfect space for a large group outing

with plenty of customization options to make it the best group outing.

     Catering is offered to group reservations at both locations, includ-

ing, but not limited to: Pig Pickin' BBQs, steak and potato dinners,

grilled or BBQ chicken, burgers and hot dogs, chicken wings, Chicken

Bog, pizza, beer, wine and liquor.

     Interested in booking a group outing with us? View Broadway-

GrandPrix.com or  MyrtleWaves.com for more information.            q

https://lazarusentertainment.com/
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