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  DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS JULY 18 

 

Kerala and Tamil Nadu decided to strengthen cooperation against drug trafficking through 
Operation Toofan, an anti-narcotics campaign. 
 o The campaign focuses on border surveillance, intelligence sharing, and joint action against drug 
smuggling networks 
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The Union Government approved a six-month service extension for Tamil Nadu Chief Secretary M. 
Sai Kumar from 1 September 2026 to 28 February 2027. 
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The Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute (CMFRI) discovered a new deepsea fish species 
named Cyttopsis indica from the Arabian Sea off southern Kerala.  
o It belongs to the Cyttopsis genus of marine fishes commonly known as dories and is called the 
Indian Dory. 

                                  (CMFRI),                 

                                                  (Cyttopsis 

indica)                                            . 

                                                   

                                    ,                      

                  . 

 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 

3 
 

Mayur was unveiled as the official mascot for the 22nd Commonwealth Table Tennis 
Championships 2026, which will be held at Thyagaraj Stadium, Delhi, from 27 July to 2 August 
2026. 
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Bastille Day is celebrated every year on 14 July as the National Day of France, commemorating the 
storming of the Bastille prison in Paris in 1789, which marked the beginning of the French 
Revolution. 
 o The theme for the year 2026 is "Strategic Awakening". 
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Horizontal Reservation for Transgender Persons  

❖ The Madras High Court asked the Tamil Nadu Government to clarify whether it will provide 1% or 
2% horizontal reservation for transgender persons in civil services and government jobs.  

❖ The Court granted the State time until 4 August 2026 to file its response.  

❖ The matter was raised after Karnataka introduced a 1% horizontal reservation for transgender 
persons in all civil services and government employment.  

❖ Horizontal reservation cuts across all social categories and is meant to ensure representation for 
special groups such as women, persons with disabilities, exservicemen, and transgender persons. 
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BTUF Summit 2026 - Hyderabad Declaration  

❖ The 15th BRICS Trade Union Forum (BTUF) Summit 2026 concluded in Hyderabad with the 
adoption of the Hyderabad Declaration.  

❖ The declaration focused on workers’ rights, universal social security, inclusive growth, social 
dialogue and sustainable development.  

❖ The forum discussed labour mobility, mutual recognition of skills and improving employment 
opportunities among BRICS nations.  

❖ It highlighted the importance of fair wages, safe working conditions and dignity of labour in the 
global economy.  

❖ The summit emphasised cooperation between governments, employers and employees to build a 
strong industrial ecosystem. 
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Sea-Based Rocket Booster Recovery System  

❖ China successfully tested a sea-based reusable rocket booster recovery system using the Long 
March 10B rocket.  

❖ The booster returned vertically and was recovered on an offshore platform using a net-based 
landing system after stage separation.  

❖ This marked China’s first successful retrieval of an orbital-class rocket booster.  

❖ The Long March 10B, developed by the China Academy of Launch Vehicle Technology (CALT), 
can carry over 16 tonnes of payload to Low Earth Orbit (LEO).  

❖ Reusable rocket technology aims to reduce launch costs and support China’s future commercial 
satellite and lunar missions. 
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Grey Hornbill Conservation  

❖ The Indian Grey Hornbill (Ocyceros birostris) has returned to Gujarat’s Gir forests after over 60 
years and has successfully bred for the fourth consecutive year. 

 ❖ The species is classified as Least Concern (LC) on the IUCN (International Union for Conservation 
of Nature) Red List.  

❖ The reintroduction programme began in 2021, with 40 hornbills released into Gir from healthy 
populations in Gujarat’s Aravalli forests.  

❖ Satellite tracking technology was used to monitor their survival, habitat use, movement, and 
breeding behaviour.  

❖ The hornbills prefer dry mixed deciduous and teak forests and play an important role in seed 
dispersal and forest regeneration. 
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IMF World Economic Outlook Update  

❖ The International Monetary Fund (IMF) released the World Economic Outlook (WEO) Update July 
2026 titled “Global Economy in Crosscurrents of War and Technology”.  

❖ The report projects global economic growth at 3.0% in 2026 and 3.4% in 2027, with growth 
affected by geopolitical tensions and supported by technology-driven investments.  

❖ The report highlights two major forces shaping the global economy: the impact of the Middle East 
conflict and growth driven by Artificial Intelligence (AI) and technology investments.  

❖ Global inflation is projected to remain a concern, with the IMF revising the 2026 global inflation 
forecast to 4.7% due to energy price pressures.  

❖ India is projected to remain among the fastest-growing major economies, with GDP growth 
forecast at around 6.4% for 2026–27, supported by strong domestic demand. 
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• The International Day of Justice is observed annually on 17 July. 
 • It is also known as the International Day of Criminal Justice or the International Day of Justice.  
• The day recognizes the emerging system of international criminal justice. 
 • The date marks the anniversary of the Rome Statute, adopted on July 17, 1998, which established 
the International Criminal Court (ICC).  
• The International Criminal Court Treaty aims to protect people from genocide, crimes against 
humanity, war crimes and crimes of aggression. 
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• The Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) released the roadmap for Viksit Krishi and 
Samruddh Kisan under the Viksit Bharat 2047 framework on 16 July 2026 in New Delhi.  
• The roadmap targets climate-resilient agriculture, technology adoption, and farmer outreach by 
2047.  
• ICAR functions under the Department of Agricultural Research and Education, Ministry of 
Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare.  
• It includes development of 100 Climate Smart Villages, extension of ICAR technologies to 100 
million farmers, and the One Institute–One Grand Innovation initiative.  
• ICAR plans an Open Digital Knowledge Platform, action against counterfeit seeds and pesticides, 
and internal resource generation of ₹10,000 crore by 2029.  
• During the event, ICAR announced 43 new crop varieties, 17 technologies and products, and 14 
publications.  
• The Viksit Krishi Sankalp Abhiyan concluded around 20 August 2025 after organising over 60,000 
programmes and interacting with 1.35 crore farmers across India. 
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