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EXETER
EXETER MERCANTILE

(559) 592-2121

ACTON
TRAILER SUPERSTORE

(661) 233-1166

BAKERSFIELD
SAN JOAQUIN TRACTOR

(661) 324-4517

WASCO
SAN JOAQUIN TRACTOR

(661) 758-3053

RIDGECREST
AMERICAN LOAN MASTERS

(760)-308-1018

Call Your Local KIOTI Dealer Today!



Smith Welding & Machine Shop
179 So. 10th Avenue
Hanford, CA 93230

Phone (559) 584-8652

www.smithweldingshop.com

Border Machine w/Tines
Good For Trees • Wheat • Alfalfa

THIS MACHINE ALLOWS YOU TO PLANT AND 
HARVEST WHEAT BORDERS WITH A

8% BETTER YIELD WHILE LEAVING NO TRASH 
FOR THE FOLLOWING CORN PLANTING.
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UC ANR Field Days: Connecting Farmers with Emerging 
Technologies

by Hilary Rance and photography by James Collier for CA 
GROWN

What if there were a way for farmers to communicate their 
most pressing problems – and an agency that could help fa-
cilitate solutions? Here in California, there is. University of Cal-
ifornia Agriculture and Natural Resources (UC ANR)’s Connect 
Program hosts Field Days that connect farmers with compa-
nies developing solutions to some of their biggest concerns.

What is UC ANR Connect?
Hannah Johnson, director of the Connect Program at UC 

ANR, created the program with one simple purpose – giving 
farmers the tools they need to survive and thrive. Her mo-
tivations are both altruistic and personal. Hannah’s family 
sold their alfalfa farm in 2017 – a difficult decision made af-
ter years of economic instability. Hannah hopes the Connect 
Program can help other farmers avoid a similar fate.

“The goal is to make sure there are not other farmers in 
the same spot, and to make sure they are connected to the 
tools, the expertise, the researchers, the investors, the state 

agencies, and the funding mechanisms that they 
need to keep going, because we cannot lose any 
more farms in California.” Hannah said. “The UC 
ANR Connect Program is the only program that is 
vetting technology for California growers.”

The Connect Program focuses on solving grow-
ers’ biggest problems. So, naturally, the first step is 
figuring out what those problems are.

“We ask growers up and down the state what 
are their biggest pain points,” Hanna explained. 
“We then go scout and vet tech that is solving 
those pain points.”

There are countless companies developing 
technology that could potentially benefit Califor-
nia growers, but only the most promising make it 
into the Connect Program and onto the Field Day 
lineup. Business models, teams and even pitches 
are meticulously reviewed and analyzed before a 
company gets the green light. “We put these com-
panies through the wringer,” Hannah admitted 
with a grin.

What are Field Days?
The Connect Program’s Field Days showcase 

innovative solutions to some of the issues facing 
California growers. During these commodity or 
region specific events, companies are invited to 
showcase their products and demonstrate them 
in real-world conditions. Farmers, students and 
policymakers are invited to view and evaluate 
these emerging technologies. During a recent 
leafy greens Field Day, for example, SAMI Robot-
ics debuted their robotic lettuce harvester, an in-
novative solution to labor shortages that plague 
farmers across the state.

Field Days are beneficial to both growers and 
emerging technology companies – and not just in terms of 
facilitating future sales. Growers can give real-time feedback 
on the products, highlighting potential issues and suggest-
ing ways to improve efficiency. Technology companies then 
use this information to make any needed changes or adjust-
ments, ultimately providing growers with a product that best 
meets their needs. 

For the Connect Team, Field Days are also an opportuni-
ty to learn which companies are truly passionate about the 
work – who is willing to go above and beyond.

“There is so much you can see about a company in how 
they show up and behave at Field Day,” Hannah noted. “I want 
to watch this company show up early, to see how they talk to 
researchers. I want them to be talking to the farm owner and 
I want to see them stay late. We clock all of that, and I think 
farmers do, too.”

Field Days: Planning and participation 
California grows over 400 specialty crops across the state, 

See Field Days page 13

(Clockwise from top) A robotic lettuce harvester by SAMI Robotics and other Ag Tech 
is shown at a recent Leafy Greens Field Day in San Benito County. Hannah Johnson is 
director of the UC ANR Connect Program that hosts Field Days for companies to show-
case their innovative solutions to issues facing California growers.
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6200 Price Way, Bakersfield, CA 93308
Office: 661-587-3123

Jerry’s Cell: 661-333-3040
www.GouldAuction.com      Email:Gouldhitch@aol.com

Vehicles: 2024 GMC Sierra HD Pickup 4x4 w/Allision 
Transmission 9,000 Miles, 2022 GMC Canyon Short 
Bed, 2016 Isuzu Box Van Diesel, 2013 Chevy 2500 w/
Utility Bed, 2012 Chevy 2500 w/Utility Bed, 2013 Ford 
Transit Connect, 2007 Mercedes Van Conversion w/
Solar Panel, 2 Axle Utility Trailer
Equipment: Caterpillar 303E Mini Excavator S/N 
HHM00287, Bobcat Model 773 w/Bucket S/N 11669, 
2023 Linde Model 18 3000lb Electric Forklift, Genie 
GS-2032 Scissor Lift, Auger Attachment, Trencher At-
tachment, Gardner Bender Electric Wire Puller
$100,000.00+ Electric Parts Inventory: 9 Sections 
HD Pallet Racking, Shelving, Solar Parts, 100’s of 
New Breakers, 100’s Used Breakers, Pressure Washer 
MKTM3004, MQ Mikasa MTK 70 Tamper, Roof Jack 
Ladder System, Gas  Displacement Pump, Discharge 
Pump, 4500 Generator, Pallet Jack, HD Spools of Wire, 
(4) Housings Used w/Solar Batteries, Solar Batteries, 
(2) HD Hyd Dollies, Climbing Harness, Husky Air Com-
pressor, Scaffolding, (2) Electric Fans, Hand Tools Ga-
lore, (2) Car Pedestal Blink Car Chargers, Many electri-
cal Breakers, Milwaukee Battery Powered Hand Tools, 
Nice Office Furniture Desks, Files, Computers, Phones, 
Seepoint Kiosk

See Webpage for Complete Parts Inventory List 
www.GouldAuction.com

Inspection Friday November 13th - from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM
Location: 825 Patriot St., Visalia, CA 93291

Complete Liquidation of JP Electric and Solar - Visalia, CA
AUCTION SATURDAY November 14th - 10:00 AM

GOULD
AUCTION & APPRAISAL

INTEGRITY 
EXPERIENCE

 RESULTS

LIVE & ONLINE BIDDING at www.Proxibid.com 
Proxibid handling all online bids for AUCTIONS

Bond #CA MS150-49-03 USA MS2892233

Don’t Just Bid. Proxibid.
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BID LIVE
ONLINE

OR ON-SITE

SELL IT TODAY,

THE AUCTION WAY!

MORE AUCTION DATES PENDING
For more information on

BUYING or SELLING contact:

(209) 481-2200

www.MulrooneyAuction.com
Email: info@mulrooneyauction.com

SATURDAY, NOV 21ST, 9:00 AM SHARP!
FALL EQUIPMENT ROUNDUP

Turlock, CA

SATURDAY, DEC 12TH, 9:00 AM SHARP!
NORTH VALLEY EQUIPMENT
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New Water Year Calls for Flexibility, 
Preparedness
by ACWA Staff

As California begins a new water year, the Association of California 
Water Agencies (ACWA) is calling on state leaders to embrace long-term 
planning around water management as recommended through its Vi-
sion for Our Water Future initiative.

Beginning today and lasting through Sept. 30, 2027, the new wa-
ter year is expected to include an unusually strong El Niño event. Gov. 
Gavin Newsom recently proclaimed a state of emergency to accelerate 
preventative flood control work, with forecasts predicting a greater 
than 90 percent chance of a historically severe event during fall and 
winter 2026-’27.

However, by providing greater operational flexibility and increasing 
system capacity, California can also capture and store water from this 
type of weather event, reduce flood risks, better protect communities, 
and prepare for a future of increasingly extreme and unpredictable 
weather and hydrology.

“The start of a new water year is an important reminder that Califor-
nia cannot control when and how water enters the system, but we can 
improve our ability to manage it when it does,” said ACWA Executive 
Director Karla Nemeth. “That means increasing our ability to capture, 
move and store water. Whether this winter brings extreme storms or 
conditions change quickly, California needs a water system designed to 
manage increasingly extreme and variable conditions.”

Nemeth, who became ACWA executive director Sept. 1, previous-
ly served as director of the California Department of Water Resources 
(DWR) beginning in 2018. Her work at DWR included preparing for more 
extreme weather, investing in atmospheric and runoff forecasting and 
infrastructure, advancing groundwater management and supporting 
local water resilience.

A Water System Designed for Extremes
ACWA’s Vision for Our Water Future provides a workable framework 

for the challenges ahead. Developed with ACWA’s broad and diverse 
membership of 470 public water agencies statewide, who supply wa-
ter to 90% of Californians, the initiative calls for a resilient and reliable 
water system capable of meeting the needs of the state’s economy, 
communities and environment. ACWA launched its Vision initiative to 
elevate water as a priority for California’s next governor, legislative lead-
ers and state officials.

“California has the expertise and experience to adapt to a changing 
hydrology,” Nemeth said. “Now we need sustained action to modernize 
our water system, increase its capacity and build the flexibility needed 
to manage both wet and dry extremes.”

Preparing California for a more variable and unpredictable water fu-
ture requires both increased capacity and greater flexibility. Increasing 
capacity means strengthening the state’s ability to capture and store 
water, including through surface and groundwater storage, while im-
proving the infrastructure needed to capture and move water when 
available and where it can provide the greatest benefit. Providing flex-
ibility means using better forecasting, real-time information and adap-
tive operations so water managers can respond to rapidly changing 
conditions while meeting water supply and environmental priorities.

Recent experience demonstrates what greater flexibility can accom-
plish. During storms in December 2025, changes that allowed for more 
real-time operational decision-making enabled the State Water Project 
to capture an additional 15,000 acre-feet of water in December and Jan-
uary, enough to supply 30,000 Californians with water for an entire year.

Increasing Capacity for the Long Term
The need to increase water-system capacity extends well beyond a 

single winter. Earlier this year, California launched development of the 
California Water Plan 2028 with a statewide planning target of 9 million 
acre-feet by 2040, encompassing supply, conservation, recharge and 
storage strategies intended to help close projected future supply gaps.
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What Harvest Can Teach You About Next
Season’s Weed Strategy

Late-season weed escapes can reveal where current pro-
grams need reinforcement—and help growers decide which 
tools belong in next season’s plan

Harvest is usually measured by what comes out of the 
field. But it can be just as useful to look at what is left behind.

Weeds still standing late in the season can tell growers 
where their weed-management program may need addition-
al support. Which weeds escaped? Where was the pressure 
greatest? Did they survive earlier treatments? And could 
those surviving plants contribute seed to future weed pres-
sure?

These are useful questions to ask while the evidence is still 
visible.

Herbicide resistance has made that evaluation increas-
ingly important. As some weeds become more difficult to 
manage with the same chemistry, growers are looking at 
integrated strategies that combine chemical, mechanical and 
other methods rather than relying on a single approach.

Electric weed control is one of those tools.
The LASCO Lightning Weeder™ uses a patented Electric 

Discharge System (EDS) to make direct contact with weeds 
and deliver electrical energy through the plant, rapidly 
heating cellular fluids and damaging plant tissue. Because 
the process does not depend on a chemical active ingredient, 
it provides another option for targeting weeds that survive 
earlier control efforts.

The technology has a practical role when weeds extend 
above the crop canopy, where they can be contacted by 
the equipment. Rather than replacing existing herbicide or 
cultivation programs, electric weed control can help address 
a gap within a broader weed-management strategy.

The 2026 growing season provided LASCO with consider-
ably more commercial field experience. According to LASCO 
Founder and CEO Kevin Olson, several thousand acres were 
treated with Lightning Weeders through rental machines and 

custom applicators, targeting waterhemp 
and other herbicide-resistant weeds. One 
grower told Olson that after treating his 
fields with the Lightning Weeder, water-
hemp was no longer a problem.

The season also demonstrated the 
importance of planning equipment 
needs early. Olson said demand for rental 
machines and custom applicators was 
high enough that some acres could not be 
treated.

For growers considering electric weed 
control, however, adding the technology 
does not necessarily mean purchasing 
equipment immediately. Rental programs 
and custom application provide ways to 
evaluate how the technology performs 

under actual field conditions before making a larger invest-
ment.

For California growers, that evaluation should begin with 
the individual operation. Cropping systems, weed pressure, 
acreage, timing and field conditions all influence whether 
a technology makes sense and where it could complement 
existing practices.

Harvest provides a good opportunity to make that assess-
ment. Before the next crop goes into the ground, identify 
the weeds that escaped, note where problems occurred and 
consider whether another approach could strengthen next 
season’s program.

As Olson puts it, “The time to think about next year’s resis-
tant weeds is while you can still see what happened this year.”

The weeds left standing at harvest are not simply the end 
of this season’s story. They can provide some of the most 
useful information for deciding what to do differently next 
season.

To learn more about the LASCO Lightning Weeder™, visit 
www.lightningweeder.com. To schedule a field demonstra-
tion, rental or discuss the right solution for your operation, 
email lasco@arvig.org

Source
¹ University of California Agriculture and Natural Resources — 

The Current Status of Herbicide Resistance in California(2019).
https://ucanr.edu/blog/notes-margins-agronomy-and-weed-sci-

ence-musings/article/current-status-herbicide-resistance
² UC ANR, Brad Hanson — Electrical Weed Control (EWC) in 

Organic Almonds and Blueberries – Research Update(November 25, 
2024).

https://ucanr.edu/node/115848/printable/print
³ UC ANR — First Impressions at UC Davis of an Electrical Weed 

Control System for Orchard Crops.
https://ucanr.edu/blog/uc-weed-science-weed-control-manage-

ment-ecology-and-minutia/article/first-impressions-uc-davis

Lightning Weeder is a commercial tractor-mounted electric weed control unit that is currently 
being used in the U.S. to target tall weeds without the use of herbicides
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Tracking the Path of New World Screwworm 
ARS is employing innovative modeling techniques to predict where

New World screwworm infestations may emerge in the U.S. 
By: Todd Silver

New cases of New World screwworm have recently sur-
faced in the United States, and with them the critical need to 
track its paths to determine where future infestations may oc-
cur. Researchers at the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), 
Agricultural Research Service (ARS) are employing predictive 
models as part of a forward-thinking approach to manage 
New World screwworm. This strategy allows USDA agencies to 
act earlier, respond faster, and direct resources where they are 
needed the most to protect U.S. livestock, pets, and wildlife.   

“Everything in modern agriculture and pest management 
is moving toward precision intervention and that includes the 
Sterile Insect Technique (SIT) for control of New World Screw-
worm. Modeling their movement and using this information 
for optimal placement maximizes our impact and hastens 
eradication” said Dr. Scott Hutchins, Under Secretary for Re-
search, Education, and Economics at USDA.  

Predictive models use advanced analytic tools and artificial 
intelligence (AI) to interpret ecological, environmental, and 
historical information to predict where New World screwworm 
is likely to become established and the potential pathways it 
may follow to spread. The models look at the following factors: 

Ecological and habitat suitability to identify landscapes 
and habitats that naturally support New World screwworm 
and map the regions in which this pest could move through 
favorable environments. 

Environmental conditionsto monitor key factors such as 
temperature and precipitation, because they can directly in-
fluence New World screwworm survival, reproduction, and 
spread. Changes in the weather, such as seasonal changes, can 
raise or lower the risk of New World screwworm infestations. 

Historical outbreaks and patterns to anticipate where New 
World screwworm may move next. The models also review 
past management efforts, highlighting actions that effectively 
slowed this pest and those that were not successful. This infor-
mation will aid in the development of new mitigation strate-
gies.  

“We now have at our disposal incredible tools to help 
re-eradicate New World screwworm that were not available to 
our predecessors, including advanced AI and predictive mod-
eling tools that can be employed to help us forecast where 
New World screwworm infestations are likely to pop up,” said 
Kim Lohmeyer, Director of the ARS Knipling-Bushland Live-

See World Screwworm page 15
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Compressor • Welder • Generators
Why Pros Choose Our Combo Units

•	 Industrial Grade Engine
	 Gas or diesel options built for continous duty.

•	 Electric Start Engine
•	 Heavy-Duty Compressor Pump
	 Industrial grade.

•	 Belt Guard After Cooler
•	 Battery Mounted and Wired

•	 Industrial Grade Welder/Generator
	 Reliable output for field welding & power needs.

•	 Vibration Pads
•	 Stainless Steel Flex Lines
•	 Automatic Tank Drain
•	 Freight Prepaid & Ready to Work
	 48 Lower States and Southern Canada

JACOB “JAKE” DUNCAN
jduncan@precisionairsystems.com

TOM DUNCAN
tduncan@precisionairsystems.com

661.631.2295    Toll Free 866.270.5520 SCAN ME

GIVE US A CALL
We can help you find

the equipment to meet
your needs, no matter how 

big, small, or rugged
the job may be.

Rotary Screw
Compressor • Welder • Generator

Reciprocating Compressor • Welder • Generator High Performance. Low Energy Usage.
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Serving Agriculture Since 1884

(559) 685-5000    www.linderequipmentkubota.com

311 E. Kern Avenue
Tulare, California 93274

Also, for rent many implements to choose from!

READY FOR RENT OR PURCHASE
from 25 hp to 620 hp

Come and see our huge inventory of
Case IH and Kubota tractors

Low Rate Financing Available and or Lease Options!

Field Days
continued from page 4

which the Ag Tech Alliance breaks into 
nine distinct growing regions, each 
with its own set of challenges. When 
planning future Field Days, the Connect 
team starts by “choosing a geography.” 
From there, they chat with growers 
in the region to determine their most 
pressing issues. Those conversations 
help shape an application that goes out 
to companies developing technology 
that could address those specific chal-
lenges.

The Connect Program carefully re-
views the applications before select-
ing 10 to 20 companies to pitch their 
technology. From that group, the high-
est-ranking and most established com-
panies are invited to join the Connect 
Program and, ultimately, participate in 
a Field Day.

The California Ag Tech Alliance
Field Days and UC ANR’s Connect 

Program fall under the umbrella of the 
California Ag Tech Alliance. While the 
Connect Program focuses on tackling 
some of the biggest challenges facing 
California growers, the Ag Tech Alliance 
takes a broader approach. The alliance 
brings together universities, growers 
and industry partners to support work-
force development, build a statewide 
network and create an investment hub 
designed to speed up the development 
and adoption of new technologies for 
California agriculture. 

In just two years, the Ag Tech Alli-
ance has already made a big impact. The 
organization has awarded more than $2 
million in funding, partnered with more 
than 100 startups and trained 800 peo-
ple for high-tech careers in agriculture 
– from drones and robotics to precision 
farming.

Supporting California Farmers
UC ANR’s Connect Program works 

tirelessly to support California farmers – 
and Hannah encourages consumers to 
do the same.

“California agriculture grows the 
best there is,” Hannah asserted. “Farm-
ers care deeply about the land; they 
care deeply about their workers, and 
it’s hard to grow anything – anywhere. 
You’ve got to love it to keep doing it. It’s 
sacred work – and if you can choose to 
purchase California Grown, you should.”

Colusa
Farm Show

62nd Annual Colusa Farm Show
The Granddaddy of all Farm Shows!

For six decades, the Colusa Farm Show has been the one stop shop event
for agricultural professionals, farmers, and rural enthusiasts.

Explore the latest innovations in farm equipment, technology, and
services. Connect with industry experts, farmers and ranchers. Discover 

new products and services to enhance your agricultural operations.
FEB 2ND-4TH 2027

530-458-2641www.colusafairgrounds.com    farmshow@colusacountyfair.com
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High Labor Costs Plague California Sheep and Goat Producers
By Julie Finzel, Livestock and Range Advisor,
UC Cooperative Extension, Kern, Tulare, and Kings Counties

Most agricultural employers are familiar with Assem-
bly Bill 1066 (2016), often called the Ag Overtime Law, 
and the impact it has on farm labor across California. 
What may be less understood, however, is the impact 
of AB 1066 on the sheep and goat industry in California. 
Unlike cattle, sheep and goats generally require a herder 
to be on-site 24/7. These herders are called range herd-
ers because they live and work with livestock on range-
lands. More than 90% of range herders in California are 
immigrants who hold H-2A visas (Doran et al, California 
Agriculture, 2026).

Under the H-2A program for range herders, the feder-
al Department of Labor sets a minimum monthly wage, 
and employers are also required to provide housing, 
food, and a cell phone for herders. In 2002, California in-
creased the minimum wage for range herders above the 
federal minimum and has maintained a higher minimum 
wage for range herders since. With the passing of AB 
1066, overtime was phased in for all agricultural workers, 
including range herders. Since range herders live at their 
place of work, they are considered on duty 24/7; if stan-
dard overtime rates were applied to range herders their 
salary would be about $20,000 per month. However, the 
Department of Industrial Relations (DIR) established an 
alternative monthly wage for sheep range herders with 
increases phased in over a period of four years. In 2025, 
the required minimum monthly wage was $2,934 in reg-
ular wages with $1,887 in overtime wages, for a total 
monthly salary of $4,820. For comparison, a California 
worker who earns the minimum wage of $16.50 for a 40-
hour week earns $2,857.80. In addition, sheep producers 
employing range herders continue to be required to pro-
vide housing, food, and a cell phone to all range herders. 

While range herders live and work with the livestock 
and are required to be on-call 24/7, most range herders 
report working seven to eight hours per day. It is import-
ant to note that some parts of the year or management 
duties require longer workdays, such as lambing season.

AB 1066 increased range herder wages by 250%, put-
ting significant financial pressure on sheep producers in 
California. Sheep and goat producers responded by as-
signing more sheep per range herder, expanding their 
flocks, switching to hourly wages where possible, exiting 
the business, and/or providing targeted grazing services 
as an alternative income source.

The significant increase in range herder wages put 
additional pressure on a sheep industry that has been 
shrinking steadily for decades as a result of low prices 
for lamb and wool and rising competition from overseas 

imports. In California, revenues from the sheep and goat 
industry account for less than 1% of the $60 billion on 
farm sales, making sheep and goat producers small fish 
swimming in a big sea.

In comparison to their relatively small size in Califor-
nia agriculture, sheep and goat producers have an over-
sized impact. The use of sheep and goats in targeted 
grazing and integrated crop-livestock systems (ICLS) is a 
growing industry. Grazing livestock can remove fire fuel 
and recycle it into soil-building nutrients that improve 
ecosystem function while also reducing fuel loads on the 
landscape. When sheep and goat grazing is incorporat-
ed into crop management, they can reduce the need for 
mowing and herbicides and improve nutrient cycling in 
the soil, building soil health for more resilient cropping 
systems. While cattle can also provide important ecosys-
tem benefits, they are larger than sheep and goats and 
not as easily transported between locations. In contrast, 
the sheep and goat industries are historically nomadic, 
making them well-suited to meet this growing demand.

While California DIR established an alternative mini-
mum wage for sheep herders, the regulatory language 
was specific to sheep herders. Previously, the term sheep 
herders had always been understood to apply to sheep 
and goat range herders due to the similarities in their job 
duties. However, DIR interpreted the language as writ-
ten and was prepared to require the minimum monthly 
wage of almost $20,000 for goat herders. However, the 
legislature stepped in and passed Senate Bill 143 which 
held goat herder wages the same as sheep herder wages 
until July 1, 2026. 

SB 143 also required a study of the alternative month-
ly wage for both sheep and goat range herders. Know-
ing that SB 143 would sunset at the beginning of July 
2026, the sheep and goat industry worked tirelessly to 
find a solution; however, the legislation sunset before a 
suitable resolution could be reached. Recently, the leg-
islature passed AB 127 which is a budget trailer bill that 
holds goat herder wages equal with sheep herder wages 
until January 1, 2029. AB 127 is not retroactive. While goat 
producers (the majority of whom provide much-needed 
targeted grazing services across California) are grateful 
for the action taken by the legislature and the governor, 
AB 127 is a short-term fix and long-term resolution of the 
issue is still needed.

Doran, Morgan P., Julie A. Finzel, Alexandra E. Hill, Ru-
ben Lugo, Daniel K. Macon, and Philip L. Martin. 2026. 
“California Sheep and Goat Ranchers Adjust to Wage 
Increases.” California Agriculture: The Journal of UC Ag-
riculture and Natural Resources 80 (May). https://doi.
org/10.3733/001c.161571.
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WINTER DISCOUNT PROGRAM 
STARTS NOVEMBER 1st

10% OFF LABOR &
10% OFF STOCK CNH PARTS

Schedule your inspection starting
November 1st!

World Screwworm
continued from page 11
stock Insects Research Laboratory in Kerrville, TX. “Having 
any kind of forewarning system that helps guide surveil-
lance and management decisions is a game changer in our 
fight to respond quickly to this urgent pest.”  

The integrated modeling system will guide researchers, 
ranchers, and public health officials in implementing stra-
tegic and targeted approaches in order to be prepared for 
possible outbreaks, and to enable responders to stay ahead 
of New World screwworm.  The modeling system will help 
strengthen USDA’s multipronged approach to combatting 
New World screwworm, which includes: 

Strategically increasing surveillance efforts and direct-
ing resources such as aircraft, personnel, fly traps, and ster-
ile insects to the areas where they offer the greatest protec-
tion and at precise times to cause the greatest impact. This 
targeted allocation speeds up detection and strengthens 
prevention efforts. 

Implementation of SIT strategies. Success of the bench-
mark SIT program depends on knowing when and where to 
release sterile flies. SIT is a safe and proven technique for 
controlling New World screwworm populations and con-
sists of releasing sterile flies into areas where New World 
screwworm is present or likely to spread. USDA uses in-
sights from the models to identify optimal locations, tim-
ing, and the number of sterile flies to release for the most 

effective application, to interrupt their reproductive cycle 
and spread.  

Assessing prevention strategy effectiveness. The models 
enable USDA agencies to assess how effective current and 
planned prevention strategies are at slowing the movement 
of New World screwworm in the U.S. and to make timely ad-
justments as needed. 

“ARS developed predictive New World screwworm 
models that incorporate historic data like habitat use, 
host preferences, and environmental conditions into a sci-
ence-based platform that are already being utilized to se-
lect areas for increased livestock and wildlife surveillance, 
adult fly trapping, and for implementing SIT,” said Lohmey-
er. “However, these models cannot predict every scenario, 
especially those impacted by unpredictable variables like 
people transporting infested animals.” 

Livestock owners should remain vigilant and never 
move an animal that exhibits signs of infestation or that is 
suspected of being infested. Livestock owners should work 
with their state animal health officials and ensure they are 
following all requirements before moving any livestock or 
wildlife in and out of infested areas. 

If you spot signs of New World screwworm infestation in 
animals, report it to the appropriate responding official by 
visiting the USDA New World screwworm reporting page.  

To obtain the latest information and updates about New 
World screwworm, visit screwworm.gov. 
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The Most Valuable Harvest May Be What You Learned
By Gillian Christie

At the end of a growing season, farmers have plenty of 
numbers to review. Yields, operating expenses, equipment 
performance, labor costs and market prices all help tell the sto-
ry of the year.

But some of the most valuable information may not appear 
on a financial statement.

It comes from decisions you and your team made that re-
sulted in success, unexpected challenges, missed opportuni-
ties, and new improvements that made a difference.

As you prepare for another year, the question is not simply 
what this season produced, but what it taught you.

Look Beyond the Numbers
In every business, we are accustomed to measuring results, 

whether through observation or the latest AI management 
system. Understanding why those results occurred and how 
to analyze them is critically important for future success and 
improved viability.

University of Minnesota Extension emphasizes the value 
of benchmarking farm performance, including comparing fi-
nancial results over time and against similar operations. These 
comparisons can help identify strengths, weaknesses and op-
portunities to improve profitability

Numbers provide a starting point, but experience and per-
sonal observation adds context. It was Einstein who shared: 
“Information is not knowledge. The only source of knowledge 
is experience. You need experience to gain wisdom.” 

Perhaps an equipment breakdown revealed an overlooked 
maintenance issue. A scheduling adjustment improved effi-
ciency. A new supplier proved more reliable, or an investment 
failed to deliver the expected return.

Each experience offers insight that can guide future deci-
sions and adds to your personal valuable wisdom.

After more than 33 years of working with business owners 
and entrepreneurs, I have learned that experience alone does 
not necessarily lead to improvement. What matters is how we 
use it.

A successful season deserves examination just as much as 
a difficult one. Understanding what contributed to positive re-
sults helps identify strengths worth protecting and opportuni-
ties worth developing.

Question What Has Become Routine
Agriculture depends on experience and as Einstein ob-

served, your hard earned wisdom. Generations of practical 
knowledge have helped farmers navigate uncertainty, chang-
ing conditions and demanding markets.

But experience can also create habits that go unquestioned.
A purchasing decision made five years ago may no longer 

offer the best value. A familiar operating procedure may con-
sume unnecessary time. Equipment that once met an opera-
tion's needs may deserve another look as labor requirements 
and technology change.

This does not mean changing something simply for the 
sake of change. It means asking whether established practices 
still deliver the intended results.

I often return to a simple philosophy: Keep It Real.
In business, that means examining what is actually happen-

ing rather than relying on assumptions. Where is time being 
lost? Which expenses are increasing without a corresponding 
benefit? What are employees noticing that management may 
be overlooking?

Sometimes the most useful insights come from the people 
closest to the work.

Turn Experience Into Better Decisions
Penn State Extension reinforces the importance of main-

taining production and financial records to evaluate business 
performance and make informed management decisions.² Re-
cords help reveal patterns that may otherwise be missed, par-
ticularly when reviewing costs, productivity and profitability.

But information becomes valuable only when it leads to a 
positive result.

A year-end review does not need to be complicated. Con-
sider which decisions delivered the greatest value, which prob-
lems kept recurring and what could be handled differently.

Then identify two or three realistic improvements.
For an equipment dealer, that might mean improving parts 

availability or customer follow-up. For a grower, it could involve 
adjusting maintenance schedules, reconsidering equipment 
utilization or improving coordination during peak production 
periods.

The objective is not to create a long list of resolutions. It is to 
focus resources where they can make a meaningful difference.

The Value of Looking Back
Agriculture will always involve circumstances beyond our 

control. Weather, markets, labor availability and production 
challenges rarely follow a perfect plan.

What we can control is how thoughtfully we evaluate our 
choices and apply what we learn.

Strong businesses are not necessarily those that avoid ev-
ery mistake. They are the ones willing to recognize what needs 
attention, preserve what works and make adjustments when 
circumstances call for them.

As you close out this season, consider what the year re-
vealed about your operation beyond the numbers.

Because before deciding what you want to grow next year, 
it may be worth asking:

What did this year teach you? 
If you would like assistance in evaluating and planning for 

improved success, give me a call.

Sources
1. University of Minnesota Extension. Benchmark Your Farm 

to Improve Your Profitability and Financial Position. https://ex-
tension.umn.edu/agriculture/farm-operations-and-systems/
agricultural-business-management/farm-finance/bench-
mark-your-farm-to-improve-your-profitability-and-finan-
cial-position

2. Penn State Extension. What's Old Is New Again: Records 
Never Go Out of Style. https://extension.psu.edu/whats-old-is-
new-again-records-never-go-out-of-style
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Ridgecrest, CA
Trailer Super Store
(760) 499-2051

Yuba City, CA
Beeler Tractor Co.

(530) 673-3555

                  Manteca, CA
J.M. Equipment Co., Inc.

(209) 522-3271

El Cajon, CA
Mason’s Saw & Lawn

Mower Services
(619) 442-9161

                  Fresno, CA
J.M. Equipment Co., Inc.

(559) 233-0187

Red Bluff, CA
Dave's Tractor, Inc.

(530) 528-0755

Riverside, CA
Mason's Saw & Lawn

Mower Services
(951) 784-8565

                   Santa Maria, CA
Central Coast Yamaha

Polaris Suzuki
(805) 925-1971

Acton, CA
Trailer Super Store

(661) 223-1166

Anderson, CA
Beeler Tractor Co.

(530) 378-1116

Bakersfield, CA
A.Y.D. Trailers

(661) 817-4099

Bakersfield, CA
Select Equipment Sales

(661) 633-9691

Colusa, CA
Beeler Tractor Co.

(530) 458-5196

Patterson, CA 
J.M. Equipment Co., Inc.

(209) 892-6294
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SCAN ME
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Start Blue. Stay Blue.  Stop in at your local dealer!

Los Molinos, CA
LANE TRACTOR SALES INC

530-384-1016

Fresno, CA
VALLEY FORKLIFT INC

800-959-5532

Stockton, CA
VALLEY FORKLIFT INC

209-933-0206
Sacramento, CA

TRACTOR CITY INC
916-309-4146

Grass Valley, CA
SIMPLY COUNTRY

530-273-3886

Auburn, CA
TRACTOR CITY INC

530-820-3011

Earlimart, CA
VALLEY FORKLIFT INC

559-268-6285

Modesto, CA
VALLEY FORKLIFT INC

209-846-6960

West Sacramento, CA
VALLEY FORKLIFT INC

916-371-6165

Your Power. Your Price. Your Choice.

The LS Tractor MT4 is built for those who need more:
more horsepower, more lift, and more versatility. Now, we’re giving you
more ways to save. Choose 0% financing for 60 months to keep your monthly payments low, or take $8,000
cash back to put toward implements or your next big project. Don’t settle for a one-size-fits-all deal. 

*Offer valid through 12/31/2026.
Restrictions apply. See your local

LS Tractor Dealer for details.

0% A.P.R. financing for 60 months is available on select LS Tractor models at participating USA dealers. Excludes taxes and additional fees. Down payment required, subject to inventory availability, lender partici-
pation, and credit approval through ACUSI. Does not include backhoe, loader, or mower. Offer valid on qualifying purchases made until December 31st, 2026. Monthly payments may vary depending on borrower 
creditworthiness. Additional down payment requirements may apply. LS Tractor USA, LLC disclaims all representations and warranties, express or implied, and any liability arising from the use of this material. 
Promotions, terms, and conditions are subject to change or termination without notice. See participating dealer for full details and program exclusions.”  
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The Assumption About Farm Automation That May Be Wrong
Robots and AI Are Changing Orchard Work, but They Still Depend on People Who Know the Land

by Amy Quinton
You’ve likely heard this assumption: When AI-enabled 

and autonomous machines arrive on the farm, jobs will 
disappear. But researchers at the University of California, 
Davis, who studied 16 fruit tree operations in California 
and Washington for three years, found that automation 
still takes human knowledge. What changes is how the 
work gets done. The study, drawing on 165 in-depth in-
terviews with workers and growers, was published in the 
journal New Technology, Work and Employment. 

The study examined what researchers call the “last mile” 
of agricultural automation: what happens after robotic 
and AI- enabled tools arrive on the farm and have to work 
in real conditions that can change by the hour. 

“Automation isn’t something that just happens to a farm 
or happens to a labor force,” said lead author M. Anne Viss-
er, professor of community and regional development in 
the UC Davis Department of Human Ecology. “People have 
to actively make it happen.”

Every orchard is different, so technology must be adapt-
ed to each one. That often requires human knowledge 
about the land, the fruit or even the expected weather. 
No matter how good these machines get, Visser said, they 
may not be able to match that embedded place-based 
knowledge.

Where orchard technology falls short
For example, a tractor or ATV can automatically travel 

down orchard rows and scan trees with a digital camera 
that counts buds and fruit to help forecast yield. The tech-
nology mimics a farmworker physically counting buds on 
every sixth or seventh tree to estimate yield. But research-

ers found the technology 
tended to overestimate 
yield and often required 
interpretation through 
historical knowledge of 
the field. One farm man-
ager with over a decade 
on the farm adjusted the 
camera’s counts down 
by 14% because of his-
torical understanding of 
block performance and 
recent weather events. 
His estimates ended up 
more accurate than the 
cameras’. 

Even with tools in 
place, people are still 
needed to interpret 
what the technology is 
seeing, adapt it to field 
conditions, troubleshoot 
problems and bridge the 

gap between how a tool was designed to work and how 
farming actually works.

Autonomous harvesters are another example. Many 
prototypes can’t seem to match the knowledge needed 
to pick fruit, Visser said. Even as the technology improves, 
many growers and workers believe it will still take a hu-
man to integrate it into a farm’s production system and 
work alongside it.

“Replacing a task on a farm is not the same as replacing 
a job,” said Visser. “These tools do not simply remove jobs 
on farms. They often change who does what and reshape 
the work around technology.”

Fresh-market specialty crops are harder to automate 
than row crops such as corn or soybeans, Visser said, be-
cause they require quality as well as yield. Orchards are 
multiyear investments, and growers cannot switch out 
these crops in a single season. Still, as workers move into 
other farm roles, the technology can improve efficiency, 
occupational health and planning for labor shortages.

What it means for farm jobs
Visser said focusing only on displacement of workers 

can obscure opportunities for policy, workforce develop-
ment, worker mobility and rural job creation.

“Our hope is that our research helps advance the con-
versation surrounding agricultural automation in agricul-
tural and its impact on the labor force in a way that’s more 
useful versus what it can often do, which is divide people 
pretty fast,” she said.

Alex Bladimir Hernandez of UC Davis co-authored the 
paper. It was funded by the National Science Foundation 
and the University of California Office of the President.

Apple-sorting conveyors in an orchard. (Getty)
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California AgTech Alliance opens applications for
Innovation Grants of up to $50,000

By Hanif R Houston
Ag tech startups can access field trials, technical expertise 

and commercialization support; applications due Nov. 20
The California AgTech Alliance is accepting applications for 

its Innovation Grants Program, which offers service vouchers of 
up to $50,000 to help agricultural technology startups test, val-
idate and commercialize innovations that benefit California ag-
riculture. Applications are due Nov. 20, 2026, at 11:59 p.m. PST.

Before a new ag tech solution is ready for growers, it needs 
to be tested in the field, refined and validated under real-world 
conditions. For many startups, de-risking the path to commer-
cialization and adoption requires access to farms, specialized fa-
cilities, laboratory testing and business expertise that they can't 
easily find or afford. 

Innovation Grants close that gap by providing startups 
with vouchers to access specialized services from participating 
providers including farms, research centers, laboratories and 
business advisers. UC Agriculture and Natural Resources (UC 
ANR), which administers the program, pays providers directly. 
About $1.7 million in funding is expected to be available, and no 
matching funds are required.

The California AgTech Alliance is a statewide network con-
necting California’s agricultural regions around shared priorities 
in innovation, workforce development and entrepreneurship.

"New agricultural technology has to prove itself in real grow-
ing conditions," said Helle Petersen, director of UC ANR Inno-
vate. "This Innovation Grants Program connects startups with 
the research expertise, UC ANR Research and Extension Centers 

and agricultural partners that can 
help them test promising ideas 
and help bring practical solutions 
to growers.” 

A single proposal can combine 
services from more than one pro-
vider in three categories:

Land Services: Access to pri-
vate farms, UC ANR Research and 
Extension Centers across the state 
and other agricultural sites for field 
trials, demonstrations and valida-
tion, plus related research or ex-
tension support.

Infrastructure and Technolo-
gy Services: Research and devel-
opment, prototyping, laboratory 
testing, specialized equipment or 
software, and user testing.

Professional Services: Custom-
er discovery, commercialization 
strategy, market development, 
financial planning and investor 
readiness.

The $50,000 cap applies to all 
services in one proposal. The start-

up leads each project and is responsible for its technical direc-
tion, analysis and reporting.

"For an ag tech startup, the next step might be a field trial, 
technical testing or a clearer path to market," said Sarah Master-
son, director of the California AgTech Alliance. "These vouchers 
help companies work with qualified providers, answer key tech-
nical and business questions and build the evidence growers 
want to see."

Applicants don't need to be based or incorporated in Cal-
ifornia. However, each project must show a clear benefit to 
California agriculture, and all voucher-funded services must be 
performed in the state.

Each project must address at least one of four priorities from 
the California Agricultural Research and Innovation Roadmap 
(PDF) and name one as its primary focus: Water and Soil Man-
agement, Automation and Technology, Pest Management, or 
Biomass Management.

Applications are reviewed competitively on technical mer-
it, feasibility, team and provider capability, adoption potential, 
budget and grower support.

Farms, ranches, Research and Extension Centers, universities, 
laboratories and organizations offering technical or profession-
al services can also apply to become service providers.

The request for applications, the startup application and ser-
vice provider information are available at calagtechalliance.org/
innovation-grants.

The Innovation Grants Program is funded by California Jobs 
First.

A field technician installs a soil sensor in a citrus orchard during a UC ANR Innovate field demonstration. Photo by Hanif 
Houston
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NEWMAN
Garton Tractor, Inc.

209-862-3760
REEDLEY

Pioneer Equipment Co.
559-638-9201

RIO VISTA
Dolk Tractor Company

707-374-6438

SANTA ROSA
Garton Tractor, Inc.

707-586-1790
STOCKTON

Garton Tractor Inc.
209-948-5401

TULARE
Linder Equipment Co.

559-685-5000

TURLOCK
Garton Tractor, Inc.

209-632-3931 • 877-872-2867

UKIAH
Garton Tractor, Inc.

707-468-5880

FRESNO
Pioneer Equipment Co.

559-486-7580
MERCED

Garton Tractor, Inc.
209-726-4600

MODESTO
Garton Tractor, Inc.

209-538-0911



2022 AG-RIGHT ENTERPRISES STICK X
.......................................................$24,000*

2023 AMCO AD540V..........................$5,500*

2020 ANDERSON 590HS..................$17,400*

BLUELINE MFG 1-CSP-AT-4-RA.......$16,500 *

2025 LS Tractor MT230E - 35.0HP
........................................ Call for price

1-833-240-6453

2022 MASSEY FERGUSON 4707, 70 HP, 
4WD, Power Shuttle...............$36,500

San Joaquin Tractor Co.
Bakersfield, California 93305
Phone:(661) 705-6133
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PUMA 200 RENTAL #ZGES03031 200 PTO HP,
FRT: 380/85R30 RT: 380/90R46 w/ duals, 
RW: 1,100 LBS, GPS ready, 3 Electronic 
remotes, Warranty: only warranty 6/21/21 
warranty end date or 5000 hrs. Whichever 
comes first, Hours 3511........... Call for Price

PLUS More Rentals to Choose From
LINDER EQUIPMENT CO.

559-685-5000

AUCTIONEERS & APPRAISERS
Office 209-366-0600    Cell 209-481-2200

info@mulrooneyauction.com  •  www.mulrooneyauction.com

1-888-246-0892
www.nstractor.com

QUALITY EQUIPMENT & SUPERIOR
CUSTOMER SERVICE

*Plus tax, shipping, etc.

2024 Case IH Farmall 120C, 24 Hrs., ROPS, 
SN: HLRF012CHRJ400873, EQ#EQ0076072,
Bakersfield, CA......................................POR 

(661) 327-1641 (B)

Row Crop Equipment
Open Field Equipment
Orchard Equipment
Border and Irrigation Equipment

For more information call
(559) 584-8652

FALL SALE!

1500 Gallon Water Tank Trailer. Has 
good running Honda pump. Good 
condition. $2500 cash.

Call 559-284-5940

2000 F250 SUPER DUTY V8. Has 7.3L 
engine, 331,000 miles, 2 new batteries 
$5,500.00

Call 559-740-8444

(2) LILISTON 6200 EDIBLE BEAN
HARVESTERS 2010 Liliston Edible Bean 
Harvester. Refurbished in Good Work-
ing Condition. $13,000.00 each.
Reasonable Offers Will Be Considered.

Call (209) 614-9486

APPRAISALS

Taylor AG Equip. Appraisals
ASAA Certified 34 Years

ASFMRA 2014
USPAP & Valuation

Retail AG Sales 40 + Years
916-806-7431 David

PACK MACHINE
•	 16 pack stations
•	 2 variable speed belts 
	 (20 in. x 35 ft.)
•	 attached 8 ft. rotating tub and exit
	 conveyors.............................$23,000.00

Call 530-570-7211

FARM EQUIPMENT

We Rent Farm Equipment
Linder Equipment Co., Tulare, CA.

559-685-5000

• FORD BACKHOE for a Ford 4500, 450 
Industrial 2000 old gas Skiploader w/
bucket.
• FORD NAA JUBILEE 1953 Flathead 
Tractor.
• INTERNATIONAL TD9 Bulldozer, has 
B&E side/arms, front pump, angle 
blade.
• CAT D4 7U SERIES (1948 TO 1960) 
Bulldozer w/Cat hydraulic system. For 
Cat D2, D4 Tractors; BE-GE rear pump.

Tim at 661.733.7677 • 661.492.9057
(Palmdale, Antelope Valley)

RENTALS

WANTED

MISCELLANEOUS
• CAT D4 7U Series wide gauge w/CAT 
bulldozer blade, CAT front pump & hy-
draulic cylinder.
• Speedstar 71 Cable tool Drill Rig w/6” 
bit tool string & bailor.
• Colt/Fairbanks - Morse semi-modern 
1 cyl. engine w/condensor radiator/fan 
on top of hopper, 6 hp. 
• Massey Ferguson 4WD Skiploader.

Call Tim at 661.733.7677
(Palmdale)

Marketplace

Don't Forget to Pray!
• Pray for your people and your products.

• Pray for your grounds and your gear.
If you would like prayer support call Kevin 925-765-4849

WANTED
Looking for any Best Tractors 
1923-1925 any condition and a 1926-
1930 vintage Thirty Caterpillar wide 
gauge tractor. Any condition , I will pay 
according to the condition of the trac-
tors. Please call or send a text to Jason 
at 559-972-2600.

Place your ad at 
559‑627‑2182

2023 Case IH Farmall 120A, 42 Hrs., ROPS, 
SN: HLRF012NANJ402518, EQ#EQ0075378
Bakersfield, CA......................................POR
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FOR SALE
Kubota 14HP Tractor w/100 gal rears weed
sprayer, includes scraper & rototiller ... $7,400.00
2- 300 gal fuel tanks, 12V pump...... Each $300.00
3 PT. EQUIPMENT
3 blade ridger ......................................... $1,100.00
12 ft. spring tooth with harrow ............ $1,000.00

Call John
Leave message or text (209) 988-8440

Reach thousands of ag buyers —
Place your ad at 559‑627‑2182

For Sale: CASE IH 9230 Combine (2013)
Engine Hours: 1800, Thrashing Hours: 1490, Condition: Like 
new, field ready, garage kept. Included Header: MacDon 
D125 (2019), Width: 25 feet, Usage: Only 1 year, Condition: 
Excellent. Price: $350,000 (Location: Wheatland, CA)

Contact: (530) 682-7392

Not sure what to list your farm or ranch for? I have 
access to hundreds of Ag sales in Tulare, Fresno and 
surrounding Counties. Let me help you determine 
what your property is worth with a Broker Price 
Opinion. I will first inspect your property, then write 
you a BPO using  current sales. Then at the end I will 
include a written statement of what the property 
is worth based on a comparison of the sales in 
relation to your property. I will also suggest how 
to best market your property. I specialize in citrus 
and grazing land for cattle. If you use my services 
to list your property I will subtract the cost of the 

BPO when I sell your property. With over 13 years experience, my goal is to 
always exceed your expectations whether you are selling or buying. 

Jason Knight Ag specialist Remax Success Visalia 
4840 W. Mineral King Avenue, Visalia, CA. 93291 

(559) 972-2600 Cell  •  (559) 734-1400 Remax office
jasonfk41@gmail.com

Jason Knight Realty partnering with RE/MAX Success

DRE. Lic. 01926407



SUBSCRIBER INFORMATION
First Name                                                                                                            Last Name

Address

City                                                                                                                    State                                                Zip

Email
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Stop By and See Your Local
New Holland Dealer Today!

FAIRFIELD
GARTON TRACTOR INC.

707-425-9545
FRESNO

GARTON TRACTOR INC.
559-485-9090
KING CITY

COASTAL TRACTOR CO.
831-385-5401

MADERA
GARTON TRACTOR INC.
(Kuckenbecker Tractor)

559-674-2496
MERCED

N&S TRACTOR CO.
209-383-5888
MODESTO

GARTON TRACTOR INC.
209-538-0911
NEWMAN

GARTON TRACTOR INC.
209-862-3760

PASO ROBLES
COASTAL TRACTOR CO.

805-239-5772
RIO VISTA

DOLK TRACTOR CO.
707-374-6438

SALINAS
COASTAL TRACTOR CO.

831-757-4101
SANTA ROSA

GARTON TRACTOR INC.
707-586-1790
STOCKTON

GARTON TRACTOR INC.
209-948-5401
STRATFORD

N&S TRACTOR CO.
559-947-3301

TULARE
GARTON TRACTOR INC.

559-686-0054
TURLOCK

GARTON TRACTOR INC.
209-632-3931

UKIAH
GARTON TRACTOR INC.

707-468-5880

Solutions for a changing world!

Card Details:       Visa           MasterCard       American Express

www.cfemag.com    |    info@cfemag.com
Mail form to: CFEM • P.O. Box 1128 • Visalia, CA 93279 or email to info@cfemag.com

CALIFORNIA FARM EQUIPMENT MAGAZINE
SUBSCRIPTION FORM

SCAN ME

CALIFORNIA FARM EQUIPMENT - SUBSCRIBE

	 3-Year Subscription
	 $36  -  36 issues/month
One year FREE!  -  Best value deal

Save 33% vs. annual rate

	 Annual Subscription
	 $18  -  12 issues/month
Great starter option - Save & stay informed

Subscribe now at www.cfemag.com

 

BILLING INFORMATION

Cardholder Name

Account Number                                                                                         Expiration Date                             CVV

Address

City                                                                                                                    State                                                Zip

First Name                                                                                                            Last Name

Email

FREE DIGITAL SUBSCRIPTION - Delivered to your inbox monthly

PRINT SUBSCRIPTION OPTIONS

Supporting the Agriculture Industry for over 40 Years
California Farm Equipment (CFEM) delivers monthly

coverage of the agriculture world, including:

•	 Equipment for sale - small to large
•	 New product releases
•	 Research & technology updates
•	 Agribusiness news
•	 Monthly editorial features

Choose print delivery to your mailbox or receive the
digital edition in your inbox each month.

INTERNATIONAL SUBSCRIBERS: (559) 627-2182
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Ag Directory                     Ag Internet Directory

If you would like to have your website listed here contact us at:
Website:   californiafarmequipment.com          Telephone:  (559) 627-2182            E-mail:  info@cfemag.com

Auctions/Appraisals

Gould Auction
..............................www.gouldauction.com

Mulrooney Auction
....................www.mulrooneyauction.com

Taylor Ag Equipment Appraisals
www.linkedin.com/in/david-g-taylor-
b4226a19

Equipment

Agco Corporation
......................................www.agcocorp.com

American Loan Masters

.......................www. pjtrailers.com/stores/
american-loan-masters/

Bobcat Central
.............................www.bobcatcentral.com

Case Corporation
............................................ www.caseih.com

Coastal Tractor Company
..............................www.coastaltractor.com

Dolk Tractor Company
................www.dolktractorcompany.com

Donahue Corporation
......................... www.donahuetrailers.com

Empire Agriculture
................................www.empireag.com

Exeter Mercantile
.......................www.exetermercantile.com

Garton Tractor Inc
..............................www.gartontractor.com

Grasshopper
..................www.grasshoppermower.com

Hanford Equipment Company
..............www.hanfordequipmentco.com

Kubota Corporation
....................................www.kubotausa.com

LAFORGE Systems Inc
...............................www.laforgegroup.com

Lane Tractor Sales Inc
...................................www.lanetractor.com

Linder Equipment
.......................www.linderequipment.com

Live Earth
..........................................www.livearth.com

Massey Ferguson
.......... www.masseyferguson.com/en_us

N & S Tractor.............www.nstractor.com

New Holland
agriculture.newholland.com/en-us/nar

Pacific Ag Rentals
......................... www.pacificagrentals.com

Peltzer Enterprises Inc
.....................www.peltzerenterprises.com

Pioneer Equipment
...................www.pioneerequipment.com

Plantel Nurseries
.........................www.plantelnurseries.com

Powerland Equipment
.............www.powerlandequipment.com

Presision Air Systems Inc
..................www.precisionairsystems.com

Quality Machinery
...............................................quality-mc.com

Quinn Company 
.......................... www.quinncompany.com

Rubicon Equipment
...................www.rubiconequipment.com

San Joaquin Tractor
..................... www.sanjoaquintractor.com

Sonsray Machinery
.................... www.sonsraymachinery.com

South Kern Machinery
...........................www.kernmachinery.com

Tractor City Inc
.............................. www.tractorcityinc.com

Trailer Superstore
........................www.pjtrailers.com/stores/
trailer-super-store/

Valley Forklift Inc
................................www.valleyforklift.com

Valley Tractor
................................www.valleytractor.com

Wilkinson International
............www.wilkinsoninternational.com

Manufacturers

McIlroy Equipment
....................www.mcilroyequipment.com

Nikkel Iron Works
......................... www.nikkelironworks.com

Smith Welding & Machine Shop
................... www.smithweldingshop.com

Farm Shows
Antique Farm Show
....................... www.antiquefarmshow.org

Colusa Farm Show
................... www.colusafairgrounds.com/
colusa-farm-show/

World Ag Expo
.............................www.worldagexpo.com/

Federal Government
Army Corps of Engineers
...................www.nwpl.sec.usace.army.mil

Bureau of Land Management
.................................................. www.blm.gov

Farm Service Agency
..........................................www.fsa.usda.gov

National Weather Service
........................................ www.weather.gov/

Organizations

Almond Board of California
....................................... www.almonds.com

California Assn. of Winegrape Growers
................................................ www.cawg.org

California Cattlemen’s Association
.................................www.calcattlemen.org

California Dairy Research Foundation
...................................................www.cdrf.org

California Farmland Trust
....................................www.cafarmtrust.org

California Poulty Federation
....................................................www.cpif.org

California Raisins
.........................................www.calraisins.org

California Rangeland Trust
.............................www.rangelandtrust.org

California Strawberries
..............www.californiastrawberries.com

Associated Equipment Distributors
...........................................www.aednet.org/

Real Estate
Valley Real Estate
........................................... www.valleyre.net

State Government
Department of Agriculture
................................................ www.usda.gov

Department of Conservation
....................................... www.consrv.ca.gov

Department of Food and Agriculture
............................................www.cdfa.ca.gov

Department of Pesticide Regulation
............................................www.cdpr.ca.gov

Department of Water Resources
.................................www.dwr.water.ca.gov

Syntentic Grass
Synthetic Grass Solutions
.....................................www.SGSfresno.com

Weather
National Weather Service
........................................ www.weather.gov/



UPCOMING
EVENTS

NOVEMBER 2026
11: Veterans Day: The U.S. Forest Service Recre-
ation fee-free day. For more information visit www.
fs.usda.gov/visit/passes-permits.

11: Join the CAWG PAC for a reception at Elevation 
Ten at the historic Old Sugar Mill in Clarksburg. Don’t 
miss this opportunity to support the CAWG PAC 
while visiting a boutique winery inside Clarksburg’s 
historic Old Sugar Mill, 35265 Willow Ave, Clarks-
burg, CA 95612. To register https://pci.jotform.com/
form/262645778529171.

JANUARY 2027
26-28 2027 Unified Wine and Grape Symposium. 
Every January, the Unified Wine & Grape Sympo-
sium trade show is home to over 650 suppliers to the 
wine and grape industry. With thousands of industry 
professionals attending and over 700 booths, the 
Symposium is the largest wine & grape industry con-
ference and trade show of its kind in North America. 
SAFE Credit Union Convention Center, Sacramento, 
CA.

FEBRUARY 2027
2-4: 62nd Annual Colusa Farm Show. The Granddaddy 
of all Farm Shows! For six decades, the Colusa Farm 
Show has been the one stop shop event for agricultural 
professionals, farmers, and rural enthusiasts. Explore 
the latest innovations in farm equipment, technology, 
and services. Connect with industry experts, farmers 
and ranchers. Discover new products and services to 
enhance your agricultural operations. Website: www.
colusafairgrounds.com    farmshow@colusacountyfair.
com Phone: 530-458-2641.

9-11 2027 World Ag Expo. More than 1,200 ex-
hibitors display the latest in farm equipment, 
communications, and technology on 2.6 million 
square feet of exhibit space. Free seminars focus 
on a variety of topics important to dairy producers, 
farmers, ranchers, and agribusiness professionals. 
World Ag Expo® is a can’t miss show for anyone 
in Ag. Contact info@farmshow.org, 559.688.1030, 
1.800.999.9186.

To list your special event in California Farm Equip-
ment send details to CFEM, PO Box 1128, Visalia, 
CA. 93279. or email to: info@cfemag.com.
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UC receives nearly $1.5 million 
from USDA-NIFA for farm research 
lab in San Joaquin Valley

Agricultural Research and Innovation Laboratory Complex will 
be established at UC West Side Research and Extension Center in 
Fresno County

The University of California Agriculture and Natural Resources 
has been awarded $1,479,774 by the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture’s National Institute of Food and Agriculture to establish a 
vital research lab in western Fresno County. UC ANR is matching 
the grant so the total project investment is nearly $3 million. The 
Agricultural Research and Innovation Laboratory Complex at UC 
West Side Research and Extension Center will allow scientists to 
study and diagnose problems more efficiently so farmers can get 
answers faster to reduce crop losses.

"This award recognizes the San Joaquin Valley, and California as 
a whole, as a preeminent producer of so much of our country’s 
agricultural bounty," said Glenda Humiston, UC vice president 
for agriculture and natural resources. "Our farmers are incredibly 
resourceful and productive, but they need cutting-edge science 
to help overcome a host of difficult challenges, including water 
scarcity, severe drought, extreme weather, soil quality issues and 
ever-evolving pests and plant diseases. These enhanced lab facili-
ties at West Side REC will enable researchers to better develop and 
deliver solutions to our growers with greater speed, efficiency, 
economy and effectiveness."

Located in in Five Points, the complex will close a critical infra-
structure gap by providing environment-controlled laboratory 
units and associated training, meeting and research-support space 
for timely, field-integrated agricultural research and extension.

"The facility will enable scientists to process and analyze soil, 
water, plant, pest and environmental samples on site immediately 
after collection, rather than shipping them to distant laboratories," 
said Atef Swelam, director of UC West Side REC, which is operat-
ed by UC ANR. "This will reduce sample degradation, turnaround 
time, transportation and laboratory costs, and constraints on 
time-sensitive research, while improving data quality, collabora-
tion and the efficiency of field-based investigations."

The project will strengthen UC West Side REC’s capacity to 
generate science-based solutions for the San Joaquin Valley’s 
major agricultural challenges. The new equipment will acceler-
ate research that helps farmers sustain profitability while meet-
ing water, environmental and regulatory challenges. The flexible 
laboratory capacity will support current and newly recruited UC 
Cooperative Extension scientists in groundwater, integrated pest 
management, postharvest, vertebrate pests, soil and water, and 
agricultural innovation and technology.

With the new meeting and training space, UC Cooperative Ex-
tension also will be able to expand its hands-on workforce devel-
opment for beginning farmers and training for other community 
members.

The complex will also serve as a regional research and education 
resource for scientists at UC campuses, California State University 
Fresno, USDA Agricultural Research Service, graduate students, 
postdoctoral scholars, visiting scientists, public agencies, nonprof-
it partners and industry collaborators.

"By strengthening the region’s capacity to conduct timely, field-
based research and translate their findings into practical recom-
mendations, scientists working at the Agricultural Research and 
Innovation Laboratory Complex will help farmers across California 
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See Your Local
Case IH Dealer

Today!
BAKERSFIELD

Sonsray Machinery
661-327-1641

KING CITY
Coastal Tractor
831-385-5401

SALINAS
Coastal Tractor
831-757-4101

STOCKTON
N&S Tractor
209-944-5500

STRATFORD
N&S Tractor
559-947-3301

TULARE
Linder Equipment

559-685-5000

WILLOWS
N&S Tractor
530-934-3382

WOODLAND
Wilkinson International

 530-662-7373

Webinars in November highlight steps to 
transition livestock operations to organic

Spanish interpretation available for free series organized by CAFF and UC

There are over 100 organic dairy producers in 
California. Photo by Randi Black

A free lunchtime webinar series fea-
turing experienced organic livestock 
producers, certifiers and University of 
California scientists will guide farmers 
and ranchers seeking to transition their 
cattle, poultry and other livestock. 

The "Transition to Organic: Livestock 
Webinar Series," every Thursday from 
Nov. 5 to Nov. 19, includes panel dis-
cussions, expert presentations and 
Q&A. The series will cover the organic 
certification process, organic livestock 
economics, market and processing con-
siderations, and tips from experienced 
organic beef, dairy and poultry produc-
ers. 

Learn more and register; real-time 
Spanish interpretation will be available 
for each session.

The series is organized and sponsored 
by the Community Alliance with Family 
Farmers, UC Cooperative Extension and 
the UC Organic Agriculture Institute (an 
institute of UC Agriculture and Natural 
Resources).

California leads the nation in the num-
ber of certified organic operations, cer-
tified acreage and organic sales. A study 
by UC scientists found that, in 2022, 1.3 
million organic acres were used for an-
imal production and that increases in 
total organic acreage at that time were 
predominately due to changes in or-
ganic animal production acreage. As 
more livestock producers transition to 
organic, support of those producers is 
paramount to move California closer to 
the statewide goal of 20% organic crop-
land by 2045.  

"We are excited to partner with UC 
ANR to bring more organic transition 
resources to livestock producers in Cal-
ifornia; farmers and ranchers want to 
hear from their peers and trusted advi-
sors before deciding whether organic 
is right for their operation," said Grace 
Jackson, a webinar co-organizer with 
the Community Alliance with Family 
Farmers. "Building on the success of 
our crop series, these webinars bring 
together ranchers, farmers and UC Co-
operative Extension specialists for prac-
tical, real-world learning."

Organizers designed the series with 
California livestock farmers and ranch-
ers in mind, directly addressing issues 
that a variety of agricultural operations 
face.

"California has a long history of or-
ganic production and there are many 
successful and innovative organic 
farmers and ranchers in the state," said 
Katharina Ullmann, a series co-orga-
nizer with the UC Organic Agriculture 
Institute. "This webinar will include tips 
from experienced producers and clear 
guidance on how to become certified 
organic as a livestock operation." 

Registration and information on the 
"Transition to Organic: Livestock We-
binar Series" can be found on the UC 
OAI website: ucanr.edu/program/uc-or-
ganic-agriculture-institute/event/live-
stock-transition-organic-webinar-series.

The series is made possible through 
funding from the California Department 
of Food and Agriculture (CDFA) State 
Organic Program and the CDFA Office 
of Agricultural Resilience and Sustain-
ability.

UC Agriculture and Natural Resourc-
es brings UC information and practices 
to all 58 California counties. Through 
research and Cooperative Extension in 
agriculture, natural resources, nutrition, 
economic and youth development, our 
mission is to improve the lives of all Cali-
fornians. Learn more at ucanr.edu.
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