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HIGH 5 INC. REOPENS OLYMPIC-SIZE
POOL, EXPANDING AQUATICS
OPPORTUNITIES IN BRANDON

High 5 Inc., a community-based
nonprofit in Brandon, has officially
reopened its rehabilitated 50-meter
pool, restoring a key asset for com-
petitive swimmers, families and aquat-
ic programming across the area. The
Olympic-size facility is once again
positioned to support training at the
highest levels while also serving as a
hub for local instruction and recre-
ation.

The 10-lane, 50-meter pool is part
of a broader aquatics complex that
includes a 25-yard, temperature-con-
trolled pool, a diving well with 1-meter
and 3-meter boards and a dedicated
lesson area for shallow water instruc-
tion. The outdoor setup ensures con-
sistent air quality, while heated water
allows for year-round use.

High 5 Inc.'s aquatics programming
is anchored by its Blue Wave Swim-
ming and Diving program, which uti-
lizes the full scope of the facility for
both competitive and developmental
training. The organization also offers
swim lessons for all ages, adult fit-
ness swimming and specialized pro-
gramming designed to build water
safety skills. The facility also supports
year-round conditioning programs for
youth athletes preparing for regional
and national-level competition events.
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By Olivia Clark

Coaches
| phasize  tech-
nique,  endur-
ance and safety
in all training
4 sessions.

The reopen-
ing comes at
a time when
water  safety
remains a crit-
ical issue for
families.  High
5 Inc. will host
the World's Largest Swimming Lesson
on Thursday, June 25, from 10 a.m.-12
Noon. The free event is open to chil-
dren ages 3 and older and aims to raise
awareness about drowning prevention
through hands-on instruction and com-
munity engagement.

As a nonprofit, High 5 Inc. focus-
es on impacting lives through educa-
tional and athletic programming that
supports physical, mental and social
well-being. Beyond aquatics, the 12-
acre campus offers tennis courts,
pickleball, youth camps and open rec-
reational spaces, making it a central
gathering place for families through-
out the Greater Tampa area.

Facility rentals are also available for
events, such as birthday parties, cor-
porate outings and group gatherings,
further extending the reach of the or-
ganization within the community.

With the return of its 50-meter pool,
High 5 Inc. continues to strengthen its
role as a leader in aquatic training and
community wellness, offering expand-
ed opportunities for residents to stay
active, learn essential safety skills and
connect through sports.

High 5 Inc. is located at 405 Beverly
Blvd. in Brandon. For more informa-
tion, call 813-689-0908 or visit
high5inc.org.
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The newly reopened 50-meter Olympic-size pool at ngh 5 Inc in andon pro-
vides space for competitive training, swim instruction and aquatic programs.
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LIVINGSTONE ACADEMY TRANSFORMS
EDUCATION FOR UNIQUE LEARNERS

By Libby Hopkins

In 2003, Chris and Ber-
nadette Pello of Riverview
felt called to open a faith-
based private school for
students with learning
disabilities who learned
differently. As the school's
founders, they left their
previous jobs, took a sec-
ond mortgage out on
their home, stepped out
in faith and opened the
school with one class-
room and a handful of
students in a small build-
ing on Bloomingdale Ave-
nue in Valrico.

They quickly
realized they
were  going
to need more
space to serve more students; so, in 2004,
they moved to the campus of Bay Life
Church in Brandon and changed the name
to Bay Life Academy. In the first year as Bay
Life Academy in 2004, the school had two
classrooms with 36 students enrolled.

In 2007, the small school moved from the
Bay Life Church campus to the property on
Lenna Avenue in Seffner.

"It was then that we changed the name
to Livingstone Academy,” said Livingstone
Academy’s CEO, Kristin Lisi. "The need in
the community was so great, and the word
about our very special school that was
founded on love, acceptance and account-
ability began to spread far and wide. At that
time, we served students from kindergarten
through eighth grade.”

Livingstone Academy Seffner, Livingstone
Academy Autism Center and Livingstone
Academy Exceptional Center are Hillsbor-
ough County's premier private schools for
students with unique abilities. Livingstone
Academy is the county's largest private
school program for students with the FES-
UA, FES-EO and FTC scholarships. Its ded-
icated team of educators understands the
unique learning styles of each student and
makes all accommodations to meet their
needs. Its strategy of a “small group learn-
ing model” ensures each student receives
the individualized attention necessary to
reach their greatest potential.

Enrollment for the 2026-27 school se-

the perfect Qift for

any occasion!

Livingstone Academy Seffner, Livingstone Academy Autism Center and
Livingstone Academy Exceptional Center; are Hillsborough County’s
premier private schools for students with unique abilities.

LIVIN G STO NE cient

open
S Livin g -
stone Academy.

“New students can expect a safe learning
environment, where they will feel safe to ask
questions and inspired to learn,” Lisi said.
"Many new students will find a true sense
of acceptance and belonging, maybe for the
first time ever in their school career. Stu-
dents can expect to make true friends with
their peers and classmates, and to build last-
ing and impactful relationships with their
teachers and classmates. Our school foun-
dation is built on love, acceptance and ac-
countability, and our students will feel this
from the moment they walk through those
doors every day.”

Livingstone Academy accepts students
with learning disabilities who are struggling
academically, as well as students without
learning disabilities. Livingstone Academy is
also a great fit for students at grade level
who may not struggle academically but may
have a challenging time in larger school set-
tings or in social situations.

To register, visit Livingstone Academy’s
website at www.livingstoneschools.org.
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NEW M&M’s® Fruit Arrangements
Fresh fruit arrangements, dessert boards,

chocolate-dipped treats, balloons,
flowers & more!

656-500-6505

Edible Arrangements Valrico
3455 Lithia Pinecrest Rd
Valrico, FL 33596
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BRIDGES DENTAL

LAURA COYLE BRIDGES, D.M.D.

4316 New River Hills Parkway
Vairico, FL 33596

FREE Exam & k-Ravs $99 New Patient Package
PLUS $250 Credit Toward Treatment (Exam - X-Rays - Healthy Mouth Cleaning]

Applied to crowns, bridges, implants, Invisalign, or PLUS $99 Future Treatment Credit
restorative care. We will waive any out-of-pocket

EXE"')‘(‘SE your insurance does not cover for the exam Credit may be applied toward any future treatment.
and X-rays.

*With this coupon. Not valid with other offers or prior services. With this coupon. Not valid with use of our wellness plan or prior
Treatment credit valid on procedures $1,000+. Expires 7/31/2026 services. Expires 7/31/2026

Proudly accepting the following dental insurance providers:

» Aetna » Assurant PPO * Connection Dental »« GEHA » MetlLife * Principal
» Ameritas « Cigna  Blue Cross Blue Shield » Delta Dental » Guardian * Premier

The patient and any other person responsible for payment has a right to refuse to pay, cancel_: payment, or be reimbused for payment for any other service, examination, or treatment
that is performed as a result of and within 72 hours of responding to the advertisement for the free, discounted fee, or reduced fee service, examination, or treatment.

813.438.5960 :

101 E. Lumsden Road Yot TRED T Auto Accidents * Slip and Fall
Brandon, FL 33511 i Boating Accidents * Dog Bites

Wrongful Death * Motorcycles

Having a Lawyer in the %

Proud Supporters
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*Board of Directors
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BRANDON ROOTS PROJECTS HELP

MACBETH & CHEESE ANNOUNCES
NEW THEATER HOME IN BRANDON

Brandon
Performing ( \
Arts, also
known as j
MacBeth &
Cheese, is i /\/
proud to an-
nounce its

expansion into Brandon with the acquisi-
tion of a new performance space located
at 225 E. Brandon Blvd., next to the Fox and
Hound. Renovations are currently underway
to transform the venue into an intimate and
immersive theater space that will serve as
the organization's primary home.

This new location marks a major mile-
stone for the growing community theater,
which will continue producing performanc-
es in Ruskin while establishing Brandon as
its central hub for live entertainment, educa-
tion, and creative programming.

"We've always believed in building some-
thing that truly belongs to the community,”
said Amy Windle, president of Brandon Per-
forming Arts. "This new space allows us to
expand that vision, bring more stories to life
and create a place where people can expe-
rience theater in a powerful, up-close way.”

Coming off its recent production of Detec-
tive Columbo and the highly successful run
of A Few Good Men, the organization con-
tinues to build a reputation for high-quali-
ty, award-winning productions. Its perfor-
mance of A Few Good Men earned multiple
honors across the local community theater
circuit, including Best Actor, Best Actress,
Best Director, Best Co-Director, Best Cos-
tume Design and Best Production.

“"With this new venue, we're not just grow-
ing, we're leveling up,” said Camille Hashem,
co-founder of MacBeth & Cheese. "We're
excited to bring even more ambitious pro-
ductions to the stage and give our audiences

MacBeth & Cheese

BRANDON PERFORMING ARTS

Staff Report

an  experience
that feels both
professional and
personal.”

The upcoming
season will fea-
ture the original
thriller Murder
Denied this September, followed by Mur-
der on the Orient Express, It's a Wonderful
Life for the holiday season and Romeo and
Juliet, among others.

In addition to theatrical productions, the
new Brandon venue will host acting class-
es and improv training led by Joe Davison,
known for his work on Stranger Things and
his current role in Sorority of the Damned.
These programs are designed to support
performers of all experience levels while fos-
tering the next generation of local talent.

The space will also serve as a commu-
nity-driven entertainment venue, offering
comedy shows, open-mic nights and special
events.

Enhancing the theatergoing experience,
the neighboring Fox and Hound will provide
food and beverage service, creating a unique
dinner-and-show atmosphere for guests.

Brandon Performing Arts has a strong
history of producing diverse and engaging
performances, including Deathtrap, The Odd
Couple, Alice’s Wonderland, Murder on the
Nile and Steel Magnolias, showcasing a wide
range of storytelling that continues to reso-
nate with audiences throughout the Tampa
Bay area.

With renovations underway and an excit-
ing season ahead, Brandon Performing Arts/
MacBeth & Cheese is set to become a cor-
nerstone of the Brandon arts community.

For updates, show announcements
and ticket information, visit https://mac-
bethandcheese.com/.

ALZHEIMER’S
ASSOCIATION

Assisted Living Facility
#AL License #PENDING ¥

Third Zoom Meeting ID: Fourth
Tuesday s LI Wednesday
of Every Month Passcode: of Every Month
at 6:30 pm 453148 at 2:00 pm
Meeting in Join by phone: Meeting in

Person & Via Zoom 833.928.1608 Person & Via Zoom

DID YOU KNOW?

Dementia can affect
anyone and it does
not discriminate.

Ambiance
gt BRANDON

ASSISTED LIVING & MEMORY CARE

Hybrid Dementia and Rizheimer’s Support Groups
for Care Partners of those with any type of Memory Loss

e
IO

Weesr Yoo
veor A e A s
@
| OF THE F THE OF THE
= O &

1813-607-6

Come a little early for refreshments!
AmbianceBrandon.com | 1320 Oakfield Dr. Brandon, FL 33511
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GROW NETWORK OF VOLUNTEERS

Brandon  Roots |
Group, a local non-
profit organiza-
tion, continues to F
build  momentum
in the community
through acts of ser- &
vice, most recently
completing its third
cleanup project at
the historic Bran-
don Family Ceme
tery. Founded five
years ago by Robert
‘Stanley’ Goins, the
organization was created
to unite residents through
random acts of kindness ¥
and volunteerism while g
strengthening community '
pride.

With a leadership team that includes Go-
ins as founder and president, Charlie Horne
as vice president and Devan Moretti as
chief financial officer, Brandon Roots has
steadily expanded its reach and impact. Its
mission centers on fostering a strong and
reliable network of volunteers dedicated to
improving the local community while also
preserving its history for future genera-
tions.

The recent cemetery cleanup reflects a
long-standing goal for the group. Accord-
ing to Goins, restoring the Brandon Fami-
ly Cemetery has been a priority since the
organization’s inception. The effort brought
together 10 volunteers who spent the day
clearing debris, removing overgrown vege-
tation and carefully cleaning headstones to
restore dignity to the site. The project con-
cluded with a full mowing of the grounds,
completing a comprehensive revitalization
effort and improving overall accessibility.

“As our network of volunteers contin-

Volunteers from Brandon Roots Group work to
restore the Brandon Family Cemetery.

By Olivia Clark

| ues to grow, we
are constant-
= ly evolving and

® expanding  our
community  en-
gagement,” said
Goins.

Beyond ceme-
= tery restoration,

= Brandon Roots
2@ has completed
{ a variety of ser-

vice projects, in-
cluding pressure
washing and
tree removal for elderly
residents in need, as well
| as hosting free summer
~ barbecues that encourage
i neighbors to connect. The
- organization also active-
Iy participates in local events such as the
Fourth of July parade, where it earned first
place in 2025, along with both the Plant
City and Brandon Lighted Christmas Pa-
rades.

The group's continued growth highlights
its commitment to building meaningful
connections through service. By focusing
on both immediate community needs and
long-term preservation efforts, Brandon
Roots is creating a lasting and visible im-
pact throughout the area.

"We want the community to know that
Brandon Roots is here to foster connection
through service,” said Goins. "We are al-
ways looking for more volunteers and sup-
port to continue our mission.”

Residents interested in getting involved
can connect with Brandon Roots through
its social media platforms.

For more information, contact Stan-
goins0821@gmail.com or call 813-359-
4800.

MOM & BABY CLASSES
{ FOR GROWING FAMILIES

FREE to attend

Virtual & in-person
options available

Led by trusted
healthcare
professionals

Scan the QR
code tolearn
more & register

-JL. HCA Florida
-‘r Brandon Hospital

119 Oakfield Drive, Brandon, FL 33511

UPCOMING CLASSES

Maternity Tour

Wednesday, May 27 | Thursday, June 11

Childbirth Preparation

Saturday, June 6

Prenatal Yoga
Thursday, May 21

We offer many other free classes and
seminars designed to support your overall

health and wellness.
844.630.5295
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BRANDON MEALS ON WHEELS MARKS
50 YEARS OF SERVING NEIGHBORS

Greater  Brandon
Meals on Wheels pro-
vides nourishing mid- g8
day meals from Mon- E*
day through Friday
for those in the Bran-
don community who
are unable to serve
themselves.  Volun-
teers reach out to help
home bound neighbors in
need of a nutritious meal
through the combined
efforts of many local
Brandon churches.

Greater Brandon
Meals on Wheels coordi-
nates the activities of the
member churches. The
menu, preparation and
delivery of these meals
is the responsibility of each of the member
churches. Clients are referred to Greater
Brandon Meals on Wheels through various
organizations, churches, family, physicians,
neighbors or friends.

The local nonprofit recently held its 50th
anniversary this past April at Generations
Church in Brandon. “Greater Brandon Meals
on Wheels celebrated our 50th Anniversary
this year,” said Barbara Brooks, recording
secretary for the Greater Brandon Meals on
Wheels. "We were started on March 9,1976,
by St. Andrew's United Methodist Church
and Limona Village Chapel. We currently
have 17 member churches in the area who
deliver almost 200 meals per day, Monday
through Friday, to medically needy shut-ins
in Brandon, Valrico and Seffner. In 2025, we
delivered 48,191 meals. We are a 501(c)(3)
and receive no government money.”

Volunteers delivered meals through
COVID and hurricanes as long as it was safe

By Libby Hopkins

for its drivers.
Many of these
volunteers were
honored at the re-
cent celebration.
«  "We honored
» Lillian Foster of
| St. Andrew's for
her 36 years of
service, which in-
cluded volunteer posi-
tions as president and
general coordinator,”
Brooks said. "At age
92, we were delighted
to have her in atten-
dance.”

Brooks joined the
Greater Brandon Meals
on Wheels in January
1996 as a cook but
became New Hope's driver coordinator in
2006.

T had just joined the church and was
looking to get involved, attended a meeting
and signed up to help immediately,” Brooks
said. "I have been the recording secretary
for about 15 years. Our board of directors
oversees the 17 churches, but each church
coordinates their kitchen and cooks, includ-
ing preparing their meals and mapping their
routes.”

Brooks and all the volunteers at the Great-
er Brandon Meals on Wheel hope to contin-
ue their mission as long as there is a need in
the community.

“We currently are looking to add one more
church on Tuesday to serve about 20 meals,”
Brooks said.

If you would like to volunteer or if you are
a local church that would like to become in-
volved with the organization, contact gener-
al coordinator Carol Shick at 813-404-1973.
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FLVS FLEX OFFERS TUITION-FREE
SUMMER COURSES FOR STUDENTS

As summer break Tr" "
approaches, Florida ' e 3
students have the °
opportunity to use
time away from the
traditional  class-
room to focus on
practical skills that ' R .
support  academ- h
ic success, career
readiness and per- gy
sonal well-being
through tuition-free
online courses.

Available to students statewide, the
Florida Virtual School (FLVS) Flex option
allows students to take individual courses
online and work at their own pace, making
it possible to continue learning alongside
summer schedules, jobs or family commit-
ments.

"FLVS Flex provides students with a way
to continue learning on their own terms,”
said Jason Schultz, senior director of in-
struction at FLVS. "By offering courses
online and year-round, we're able to meet
students where they are.”

FLVS Flex courses are aligned with Flor-
ida educational standards and state re-
quirements and are designed to support a
range of student academic and instruction-
al needs.

For example, the Driver Education/Traf-
fic Safety course fulfills the state require-
ment that students complete a driver ed-
ucation course before obtaining a learner's
license.

Health and fitness offerings provide
options for students completing required
physical education coursework outside the
traditional school year, while career and
leadership courses allow students to ex-
plore postsecondary interests and develop
decision-making and organizational skills.

Staff Report

All  courses
are taught by
Florida-certified

and
instruc-
support
interactive
4l components.
Students  may
enroll in one or

“S more  courses
B based on indi-
vidual academic
plans.

FLVS Flex courses are available tui-
tion-free to Florida students, with unique
requirements that apply to those receiv-
ing scholarship funding. Students can en-
roll in individual courses on a rolling basis
throughout the summer. Additional infor-
mation about course offerings and enroll-
ment is available on the Florida Virtual
School website at www.flvs.net/enroll-
ment/flex.

Course Offerings

FLVS Flex offers courses designed to
help students develop academic, career
and life skills outside the traditional
classroom.

Middle school courses include:

* Business Keyboarding

* Career Research and Decision Making

* Critical Thinking, Problem Solving and

Learning Strategies

High school courses include:

* Career Research and Decision Making

* Critical Thinking and Study Skills

* Driver Education/Traffic Safety

* Fitness Lifestyle Design

* HOPE - Physical Education (Core)

* Leadership Skills Development

* Life Management Skills

¢ Qutdoor Education

* Personal Fitness

LIVINGSTONE

A CADEM

EVERY STUDENT
CAN GROW

IN THE RIGHT

ENVIRONMENT!

NOW ENROLLING
K through 12th grade
students at all 3 locations

(Seffner, Valrico, Brandon)

FREE TUITION &
SCHOLARSHIPS
AVAILABLE

VISIT LIVINGSTONESCHOOLS.ORG TO ENROLL NOW
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ALL ABOARD: HENRY'S HIDDEN TRAIN
HUNT BRINGS FUN TO PLANT CITY

Families looking
for a free, interac-
tive way to explore
downtown  Plant
City can hop aboard
a new adventure
that blends history, |
discovery and a bit ¢
of mystery. ¢

Henry's  Hidden
Train Hunt invites
residents and vis-
itors to search for
10 hidden trains
scattered through-
out the down-
town district. The
self-guided activity
begins at the Rob-
ert W. Willaford
Railroad Museum,
where participants
can pick up a free
map and clues or =
download a printable version in advance

From there, the hunt is on.

Using the provided clues, participants
will navigate downtown streets in search
of each hidden train, solving fill-in-the-
blank trivia along the way. Once all 10
trains have been located and the trivia has
been completed, hunters can return to the
museum during regular hours to claim a
prize.

Organizers said the event is designed
to be flexible and family-friendly, allowing
participants to start their hunt at any time
and explore at their own pace. It's also an
opportunity to experience the charm of
downtown Plant City while learning a bit
about its railroad roots.

Participants are encouraged to share
their experience on social media using the
hashtag #HenrysHiddenTrains, though or-

By Brian Bokor

ganizers ask that
the exact train
locations remain
a secret to keep
the challenge fun
for others.

The event is
presented by
Historic ~ Plant
City Main Street,
a nonprofit ded-
icated to pre-
serving and revi-
talizing the city's
historic  down-
town. As part
of the national
Main Street
America net-
work, the orga-
nization focuses
on strengthening
the local econ-
omy while cele-
brating the area’s cultural heritage.

Known for hosting community favor-
ites such as Oktoberfest, Last Friday and
the Strawberry Drop, Historic Plant City
Main Street continues to create engaging
events that bring people together while
supporting local businesses and attrac-
tions.

Henry's Hidden Train Hunt builds on that
mission, offering a playful way for families
to connect with the community, discover
local landmarks and enjoy time together
— no tickets required.

With clues to solve, trains to find and
prizes waiting at the finish line, the event
promises a memorable outing for all ages,
right in the heart of downtown.

Visit the main street website at www.
plantcitymainstreet.org/hiddentrains for
the free downloadable train map.

TWIN
CREEKS

ASSISTED LIVING &
MEMORY CARE

We treasure every resident and provide
personalized, enriching experiences that
brighten each day. Live as independently as
you like in assisted living or benefit from our
specially designed memory care services. We
recognize retired military and first responders

with 5% off each month!

Call 813.278.5802 today
to schedule a tour or request
more information.

TwinCreeksRetire.com

1

Riverview, FL 33569

HONORING OUR NATION'’S HEROES

Assisted Living Facility License #13122

Get 5% off per month!

3470 Boyette Rd.
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MARRIED BAND DIRECTORS STRIKE
A CHORD AT TWO LOCAL SCHOOLS

By Jane Owen

Middle and M
high school band
students in  Li- i
tha and Valrico | A &
are honing their = 0 °
skills under the @
direction of hus- ¥
band-wife  mu- %
sical power duo
Jordan and Sara %
Fraze.

Jordan Fraze i
the director of bands at Bloomingdale High
School in Valrico. Wife Sara is the director
of bands at Randall Middle School in Lith-
ia. They both graduated from Florida State
University (FSU) in 2022 with degrees in in-
strumental music education. The Frazes left
college with the desire to work in the same
community.

“It's hard to find the job you really want
and love because there is only one bhand
teacher at every school. So, for us to be in
the same community and have same stu-
dents, that was the dream. That was what
we really wanted to do- work in the same
community and work together,” Sara said.

After school hours, it is not unusual for
Sara to help at high school marching band
rehearsals or for Jordan to be at middle
school concert rehearsals. Their mutual pas-
sion for music and education is compliment-
ed by their close relationship and history of
working together. They learned to balance
professional responsibility and working to-
gether at Florida State University, where
they were both drum majors with the FSU
Marching Chiefs.

‘T think we both expect the same stan-
dard of excellence out of our students. And
so, if one of us walks into a rehearsal for the
other, there's a lot of reinforcement of ex-
pectations going on,” Jordan said.

Prior to becoming the directors of the

N

FAMILY MEALS

(Serves 4 to 6-Take Out Only)

o programs, Sara

i was an FSU
music education
© intern at Burns
* " Middle School,

~ which feeds into
Bloomingda-
" le, and Jordan
| was an intern
® at Bloomingda-
le. Sara taught
the current
Bloomingdale sophomores through seniors
when she was an intern at Burns.

When Jordan assists Sara at Randall, be-
ing Bloomingdale’s band director is never a
focus.

T want them to stick with band, wheth-
er it's at Bloomingdale or Newsome. I just
want them to know the expectations when
they get to high school. They are higher, yes,
but it's such a great opportunity for them to
keep doing music wherever they go,” Jordan
said.

"What I tell them is red and blue, New-
some and Bloomingdale — red and blue
make purple, and we're purple. We work
really well together because red and blue
make purple,” Sara said.

Jordan plays French horn and trumpet.
Sara plays trombone. They both play with
the Fanfare Concert Winds community
band, are instructors at FSU Summer Music
Camps and are Emerging Leaders with the
Florida Music Education Association. Sara
is also the treasurer of the Hillsborough
County Secondary Music Council. When not
working, Jordan listens to classic rock from
the '70s or band music. Sara listens to movie
soundtracks, instrumental music and her fa-
vorite band, The Beatles.

Jordan and Sara Fraze can be reached
at: jordan.fraze@hcps.net and sara.fraze@
hcps.net.

All meals include: Yellow or white rice, black beans, onions,
salad & dressing, bread and a 2 liter soda

YOUR CHOIGE OF PROTEIN:
Picadillo (2 Ibs)
Ropa Vieja (2 Ihs)
Lechon Asado (2 Ibs)
Bistec Milanesa (4)
Breaded Palomilla Steak (4)
Pescado a Ia Rusa Fillet (4)
Baked Chicken (4 leg quarters)

(813)685-0502 | 702 W. Lumsden Rd. Brandon | WWW. laseptlmacafe com
Mon - Sat 11 am - 8 pm Closed Sunday
30 Years in Brandon!

He 1. 2.060
8= NobdeMeabom GRUBHUB DOORDASH

Planning For Your Peace Of Mind

Estate Law 2 Go, PA

b Anin-person, virtual,

mobile & notary
service law firm

Patricia W Bradford, Esq.
ESTATE LAW 2 GO, P.A.

Simple & Complex Estate Planning
Medicaide Special Needs Planning
Willse Trusts ePOAs eDeeds

Serving in Two Locations:
CARROLLWOOD
14502 N. Dale Mabry Hwy, Suite 200
Tampa, Florida 33618
Phone: 813-961-2802 | Fax: 877-841-9630
estatelaw2go.com | patricia@estatelaw2go.com

BRANDON
1044 East Brandon Blvd
Brandon, FL 33511
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AMERICAN SEWING GUILD BRANDON WINS BIG AT STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL

By Libby Hopkins

Members of the Brandon/Eastbay Chapter of the American Sewing Guild (ASG) competed in the sewing competition at the Florida Strawberry Festival. Many of the guilds members took home ribbons this year from the competition.

The 91st Florida Strawberry Festival
took place this past February. One of the
highlights at the festival was the Neigh-
borhood Village's sewing competition for
adults 18 and up. The 2026 festival's an-
nual theme of 'Still Growing' was incor-
porated into every category, including
sewing.

Members of the Brandon/East Bay
Chapter of the American Sewing Guild
(ASG) competed in the sewing compe-
tition, and many of the guild’s members
took home ribbons.

"There were a variety of categories to
enter,” said Judy Rich of the Brandon/
East Bay Chapter of ASG. "The categories
that most of our members entered were
quilting, wearing apparel and accessories,
hand embroidery and needlework, home

intake process for quilts and hand sew-
ing. Under home decor, some members
entered wall hangings and table runners,
both quilted and machine embroidery. For
wearing apparel and accessories, mem-
bers entered children's clothes, machine
embroidered and constructed bags of all
varieties. One member entered a refur-
bished bench cover; another entered a
bag with multiple zippers to use for sew-
ing supplies.”

The American Sewing Guild's head-
quarters is located in Houston, Texas,
and serves as a link between its chapters.
ASG's mission is dedicated to advancing
sewing as an art and life skill.

"The national organization started in
1978 as the American Home Sewing and
Crafting Association,” Rich said. "In 1983,

quarters in Houston. The Brandon/East
Bay Chapter was incorporated in 2003
when the charter was signed. We cur-
rently have two of the founding members
in our group.”

There were 12 quilts entered into the
sewing competition from various ASG
members.

"It was the most quilts entered into
the sewing competition over the last 12
years,” Rich said. "I am amazed at the
talent that our group has. Many hid their
light under a basket. We are always excit-
ed to have new members whatever their
level of sewing is. We were all beginners
at one point.”

The group meets on the first Wednes-
day of the month at Brandon Communi-
ty Center, located at 502 E. Sadie St. in

groups that meet in Sun City, Brandon
and Riverview,” Rich said. "At the mo-
ment, our chapter has more than 110
members, and they come from as far as
Wimauma and Wesley Chapel to be a
part of our group.”

The chapter's meetings consist of a
sewing tutorial, and then members have
time to share their current projects with
the group to inspire fellow members.

"We love seeing what other members
are working on,” Rich said. "It gives us
the opportunity to get our creative juices
flowing."

If you would like to learn more about
ASG, you can visit its website at www.asg.
org. If you would like to learn more about
the Brandon/East Bay Chapter of ASG,
you can contact Rich at judyrich49@
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Strong. Timeless.
Unforgettable.

Free
Estimates!

Open Tuesday - Friday 10 - 6 * Saturday 10 - 4

813-689-8124
201 S Kings Ave, Brandon

Custom Bridal Design | Loose Gemstone Sales
Watch & Jewelry Repair On Site. We purchase your scrap GOLD!
But we’ll give you more in trade!

Bloomingdale Florist
%' Quality At Its Best”

_-.-r.yoted Best of Brandon for 25 years!

Fresh Floral Arrangements
Funerals ¢ Green Plants
Balloons, Candy & Plush Animals
Custom Silk Arrangements
We Deliver Locally & Worldwide

— Locally Owned & Operated

(813) 654-7304

Mother’s Day
bloomingdaleflorist.com
827 E. Bloomingdale Ave., Brandon, FL 33511

When disaster strikes,
Southern Construction is ready
to help you rebuild.

Expert Emergency Care Available 24/7
Specializing In: Water * Fire * Mold * Flood

SOUTHERN
CONSTRUCTION

e Florida Certified
General Contractor

e |IICRC Certified

e Certifications in:
Water Restoration
Fire & Smoke
Mold Remediation

As Seen On

813-848-4213
southernconstruction.net
office@southernconstruction.net

CGC152952 ﬁ Southern Construction Industries, Inc southern.construction
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More Opportunities Start Here

Give your child a strong start with
Hillsborough County Public Schools’ Early
Childhood Programs. Prepare them for
kindergarten and beyond in safe, nurturing
environments that promote exploration,
growth, and lifelong skills. Using evidence-
based practices, these programs

develop literacy, math, problem-solving,
communication, and social skills.

Program highlights include certified
teachers, research-based curricula in
literacy, math, science, and more, free
VPK for all 4-year-olds, and Pre-K
Exceptional Education.

Help your child get ready for kindergarten
this summer!

HCPS offers a FREE 30-day educational
VPK program for incoming kindergarteners.
Voucher required.

More opportunities begin with a strong
start. Learn more about our Early
Childhood Programs at HCPSReady.com.

Hillsborough County
PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Preparing Students for Life

Q:Q

Promo Items
Printing
Signage

ONLINE

PrintSmart‘on
Jack Parry 813.681.4543
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LOVE'S TIRE & SERVICE CENTER
MARKS 30 YEARS IN VALRICO

Love's Tire & Service &
Center is celebrating
30 years of serving
Valrico and the sur-
rounding communities,
marking three decades
as a family-owned busi-
ness built on trust, hard |
work and lasting rela- ¥
tionships.

Owners Scott and
Gay Lynn Love pur-
chased the Valrico shop
on April 1, 1996, begin-
ning what would be-
come a 30-year journey
in the automotive indus-
try. The date may have
been April Fools' Day,
but the commitment
was no joke. Before be-
coming owners, Scott Love had spent 16
years working for Charles Brazzeal, who
owned two Goodyear Tire & Auto Repair
locations. In 1994, Brazzeal transferred
Scott Love from Tampa to the Valrico loca-
tion, where he prepared him for ownership
before eventually selling him the store.

That purchase launched more than a
business. It began a family legacy. Gay
Lynn Love joined her hushand at the shop,
often bringing their two daughters, Peyton
and Chloe, with her while they were still
young. What started as a husband-and-
wife operation soon became a second-gen-
eration family business.

Today, both daughters work alongside
their parents, as does their son-in-law,
Ty Sullivan. Together, they now serve the
children and grandchildren of many long-
time customers, creating a rare full-circle
moment for the family and the community
they have served for decades.

GOOD*I’EAH

By McKenzze Brown

Over the last 30 years,
Love's Tire & Service Center
has remained steady through
some of the country's most
challenging times, including
9/11, the Great Recession
and the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. Through every hardship,
the Love family credits faith,
loyal employees and longtime customers
for helping sustain the business. Several
employees have been part of the team for
decades, including two who have worked
there for more than 20 years.

During the company's recent 30th anni-
versary celebration, the Loves were asked
what has meant the most to them over the
years. Their answer was immediate: the
people.

From longtime employees to loyal cus-
tomers, the relationships built over the
past three decades have been the heart
of the business and the foundation of its
success.

Located at 1701 E. SR 60 in Valrico,
Love's Tire & Service Center continues to
provide trusted tire sales and auto repair
services to Valrico, Brandon, Seffner and
nearby communities, carrying on a 30-
year tradition of treating customers like
family. Visit www.lovesautorepair.com.
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'rm & SERVICE

Cathy Vu

MA 104660

915 S. Parsons Ave, Suite B
Brandon, FL 33511
813-543-6636

www.prestigeskininnovations.com

LUNCH SPECIALS

1/2 Off

Appetizer with

any dinner entree.

Friday & Saturday
6pm-Close

Dine In ONLY
Note Available For To Go

10288 Causeway Blvd

Teacher’s Happy Hour
Every Friday, 3-6 p.m.
All Teachers Receive
the Founder’s Family

Discount

10% OFF

ENTIRE
Purchase

10% OFF
ENTIRE Purctiase

8 13-643-7777
Only valid with
regular menu.

With this coupon. Must
present before submitting
payment. Before tax. One
coupon per visit. Not valid
with other offers.

10% OFF
ENTIRE Purchase

EVERY DAY
FAMILY MEAL
SPECIALS

$49-95
Take Out & Delivery

Sunflower Cafe

Happy Hour
Thursdays 4 - 6 pm

$5 Classic
Shakes

TRCO DIRTY

— Bowls. Fonss. Wsioan, Fhings —

FREE
TACO

with any purchase

&7 FACTORY ®w

813-65-SUSHI

Only valid with regular menu.
With this coupon. Must
present before submitting
payment. Before tax. One
coupon per visit. Not valid with
other offers.

la Septlma l:ale

702 W Lumsden Rd. Brandon
Not Valid with any other
discounts, promotions or
coupons. No Cash Value.

10446 Stelling Dr.

Riverview
(inthe Mission BBQ plaza)

10460 Stelling Dr.
Riverview
(in the Mission BBQ plaza)

Must present coupon. Not
valid with any other discounts.
No cash value.
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Memorial Day Observance

Ceremony

Hillsborough County's 29th annual
Memorial Day Observance Ceremony
will take place at 10 a.m. on Sunday,
May 24, at the Veterans Memorial

HCA BRANDON HOSPITAL ANNOUNCES
RECIPIENTS OF SEVEN SCHOLARSHIPS,
INCLUDING TWO $20,000 AWARDS

Staff Report

Rendon Wins
Award, Catsino

Night Fundraiser
& More...

Compiled by Jenny Bennett
jbennett@ospreyobserver.com

School Board Member Hon-
ored With Distinguished

Leader Award

Hillshorough  County  School
Board Member Patti Rendon has
received the Distinguished Lead-
er Award from the Florida School
Boards Association (FSBA), rec-
ognizing outstanding leadership
and a commitment to effective
school board governance that
supports student success.

The Distinguished Leader Award
recognizes board members who
demonstrate dedication to profes-
sional learning, leadership development
and governance excellence. Recipients
must first earn both the Certified Board
Member (CBM) and Advanced Certified
Board Member (ACBM) designations
through FSBA.

"School board members who earn
this award go above and beyond in their
commitment to effective governance
and public service,” said Tina Pinkoson,
director of leadership services for the
Florida School Boards Association. "By
earning the Distinguished Leader
Award, member Rendon demonstrates
outstanding leadership, a commitment
to continuous learning and a lasting
positive impact on students, schools and
their community.”

The Florida School Boards
Association is the statewide
professional association rep-
resenting Florida's 67 elect-
ed school boards.

Catsino Night Fund-

raiser ForAKittenA KlTTEN Pl.ﬂ[:

Place

Join A Kitten Place for its inaugural
Catsino Night on Friday, June 5, at Cen-
ter Place Fine Arts & Civic Association
in Brandon. The event is presented by
the Fuddy Fund and will be an unforget-
table evening supporting A Kitten Place
and all the lifesaving work it does for
kittens and cats in need. Tickets are $75
and include casino-style gaming, food,
beverages and a fun, high-energy night
with fellow animal lovers. Tickets are
available at akittenplace.org/events.

Park & Rear Admiral LeRoy Collins,
Jr. Veterans Museum, located at
3602 N. U.S. 301 in Tampa. The cer-
emony will feature American Gold
Star Mothers, special guests and
the annual ‘Garden of Gold" flag
display of local fallen heroes.
The ceremony will be followed
by refreshments and resources for mil-
itary veterans and their families. All are
welcome to attend
this event. Parking
and admission are
free.

Hillsborough
County Public
& Schools Rec-
' \ ognized As
) A 2026 Best

For Music Ed-

ucation

Hillsborough County Public Schools
(HCPS) has once again been named
a Best Community for Music Educa-
tion by the NAMM Foundation, a nation-
al honor that celebrates school districts
demonstrating a strong commitment to
providing comprehensive, high-quality
music education for all students.

The designation reflects the passion,
professionalism and dedication of HCPS
music educators, whose efforts ensure
students across the district have mean-
ingful opportunities to learn, perform
and grow through music. From class-
room instruction to performances, ad-
vocacy and community collaboration,
HCPS music programs continue to make

a lasting

impact on

students
and the
broader
community.
"Being
recognized
E once again
at a nation-
al level is a testament to the passion and
commitment of our music educators,”
said Superintendent Van Ayres. “Be-
cause of their work, students through-
out our district experience high-quality
music education and arts programs that
inspire creativity, build discipline and
foster collaboration at every grade lev-
el.”

For more information about music ed-
ucation programs in Hillsborough Coun-
ty Public Schools, visit hillsborough-
schools.org.

Community

Shayla Commons Izabel Wiltz
Brandon High Lennard High

Emma Kasting Madeline Estabrook
Newsome High Bloomingdale High

HCA Florida Brandon Hospital rec-
ognized seven high school seniors from
across Hillsborough County with col-
lege scholarships totaling $45,000.
Five students received the HCA Florida
Brandon Hospital Healthcare Achieve-
ment Award, worth $1,000 each, and
two students received the HCA Flor-
ida Brandon Hospital and Physicians
Healthcare Scholars Award, worth
$20,000 each. Students from approx-
imately 30 public and private high
schools, as well as homeschooled stu-
dents, were considered.

“Each of these students shared their
personal ‘why’ behind choosing health
care as a future profession,” said Dr.
Anthony Furiato, emergency room phy-
sician at HCA Florida Brandon Hospital.
"Their dedication, hard work and di-
verse career goals will enrich the health
care community. Some are inspired by
loved ones who received life-changing
care, while others are drawn to spe-
cialties such as anesthesiology, occu-
pational therapy and cancer treatment.
HCA Florida Brandon Hospital and our
medical staff are proud to collaborate
in recognizing this outstanding group of
future health care leaders.”

HCA Florida Brandon Hospital and
Physicians Healthcare Scholars Award

 Aditi Menon

== LR
Bradon Martis
Riverview High

Claudia Maguire
Riverview High

The HCA Florida
Brandon Hospital and
Physicians Health-
care Scholars Award
is a highly competitive
$20,000 scholarship
| jointly funded by HCA

® Florida Brandon Hos-
pital and its medical
staff. Recipients must
plan to attend the University of South
Florida.

Recipients:
* Bloomingdale High School: Madeline

Estabrook
* Middleton High School: Aditi Menon.

Hospital leaders will present the
award to Estabrook and Menon during
their respective school awards ceremo-
nies.

The HCA Florida Brandon Hospital
Healthcare Achievement Award recog-
nizes students for strong academic per-
formance, extracurricular involvement
and a demonstrated interest in pursu-
ing a career in health care. Each recipi-
ent received a $1,000 scholarship.
Recipients:

e Brandon High School: Shayla

Commons
e Lennard High School: Izabel Wiltz
* Newsome High School: Emma Kasting
¢ Riverview High School: Claudia

Maguire and Bradon Martis.

Members of the HCA Florida Brandon
Hospital leadership team will present
the Healthcare Achievement Awards to
each student.

All scholarship recipients submitted
essays describing how they hope to
make a difference through a career in
health care.

Middleton High

Notice Under Fictitious Name Law Pursuant to Section 865.09, Florida Statutes

813.299.6745

Liz@LizBrewer.net
LizBrewerConnections.com

W
REALTOR

PUTTING THE PIECES TOGETHER

Over 39 years of residential sales and lending experience

in the Greater Brandon community.
Let my experience work for you!

COLDWELL BANKER

Angel
Proud Supporter of FOUNDATION FL

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the undersigned, desiring to engage in business under
the fictitious name of Southern Fancy Entertainment, LLC located at
17104 Falconridge Rd, in Hillsborough County, in the city of Lithia, FL, 33547.
Tina M. Pace intends to register said name with the Division of Corporations of
the Florida Department of State, Tallahassee, Florida
Dated at Valrico, Florida this 1st day of May 2026
Owner: Tina M. Pace

Patiot Arms
& Qutfittingi

n Prem
Fir

BRANDON, FL 33511
PATRIOTARMSONLINE.COM




May 2026

Valrico Edition

STUDENTS DESIGN 'I VOTED'
STICKERS FOR 2026 ELECTIONS

Staff Report

Hillsborough County
high school students
showcased their cre- £
ativity and civic pride 3
through the 2026 Vote- §
Hillsborough Art Con-
test, submitting more
than 300 designs for a
new 'I Voted' sticker to
be distributed during
upcoming elections.

Supervisor of Elec-
tions Craig Latimer
praised the over-
whelming response
and the quality of the
entries.

"Thank you to all the
high school students
who entered our 2026
VoteHillsborough  Art
Contest. We received
more than 300 sub-
missions and were incredibly impressed
with not only the number of entries but
the quality of the designs,” Latimer said.

Three seniors were selected as win-
ners for their standout designs: Angelica
Pertab of Durant High School, Juniper
Worthington of Blake High School and
Simran Wadhera of Wharton High School.

The winning artwork will be reproduced
as a 2-inch by 2-inch round sticker and
distributed to voters who cast ballots
early or drop off mail-in ballots during the
two weeks leading up to Election Day for
the 2026 primary and general elections.

Finalists were recognized during a re-
cent Hillsborough County School Board
meeting, where winners were also an-
nounced. Students received prizes do-
nated by contest sponsors, including the
Tampa Bay Buccaneers, Busch Gardens

N B
uy S

Winning students from Durant, Blake and Wharton high schools
display their “T Voted” sticker designs after being recognized at a
Hillsborough County School Board meeting.

Angelica Pertab
Durant High School

-

and The Florida Aquarium.

“"We had a great time hon-
oring the finalists and re-
vealing the winning sticker
designs at this week’s School
Board meeting,” Latimer said.
“Look for the first-place de-
sign when you vote this year
— and wear that beautiful
sticker proudly.”

According to Gerri Kramer, chief com-
munications officer for the Hillshorough
County Supervisor of Elections Office, the
contest was open to high school students
and winners were selected through a vote
by staff and community partners.

The contest is part of an ongoing part-
nership between VoteHillshorough and
Hillsborough County Public Schools aimed
at encouraging civic engagement among
young people. In addition to the art con-
test, the elections office visits local high
schools each semester to help eligible se-
niors register to vote.

"Our partnership with Hillshorough
County Public Schools is a long-standing
and important one,” Kramer said.

For more information about voting in
Hillshorough County, visit www.votehills-
borough.gov.

Dry cleaning
that suits you

24/7 drop-off & pick-up, carside service,
doorstep delivery, wash & fold laundry.

4
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1928 East Bloomingdale Ave. (813) 662-4243
1529 South Dale Mabry Hwy. (813) 251-2234
My.TideCleaners.com | Scan to get the app!

zo OFF

Dry cleaning order Comforters & rugs

AL

SanTiaco EL ABocaADO

R]

AUTO ACCIDENT/PERSONAL INJURY
WRONGFUL DEATH

WILLS & TRUSTS

PROBATE SERVICES
BUSINESS INCORPORATION

CIVILLITIGATION

REAL ESTATE & TITLE

813-641-0010

306 N U.S. HWY 41,

RUSKIN, FL 33570

S

I.aw Group

o

ACCIDENTES DE AUTO
MUERTE POR NEGLIGENCIA
TESTAMENTOS Y PODERES
GESTION SUCESORIA
CONSTITUCION DE EMPRESAS
LITIGIO CIVIL

BIENES RAICES Y TITULOS
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HOME SERVICE HEROES BUILDS ON
FAITH, INTEGRITY AND FAST SOLUTIONS

Home Service &
Heroes remains SRS
a trusted pres- [ENEE.
ence in Tampa
Bay, broadening
its  electrical, [FE#
airconditioning &
and  plumbing
services  while
adopting  new
technology to
meet rising de-
mand.

The company,
originally found-
ed in 1999, has built its reputation on fast
response times and a customercentered ap-
proach.

"Home Service Heroes, formally Elec-
tric Today, is your locally owned electrical,
air-conditioning and plumbing repair com-
pany that has been in the area since 1999,
said owner Jon Polizzi. "We pride ourselves
on fast, same-day service and having the
best guarantee in Tampa Bay.”

Polizzi explained that the company’s foun-
dation rests on a set of guiding principles
consisting of faith, honor, excellence and
want as the pillars that drive the business.

"We founded the company on these four
powerful core values and truly make every
decision based on lining up with these,” he
said. “Faith: Follow the golden rule and treat
other the way you want to be treated and
be thankful for all we have and know we are
all part of something bigger than ourselves.
Honor: Everything we do will be done with
honor and integrity. Excellence: We strive
for absolute perfection, both professionally
and personally. Want: We all must have that
burning desire to be awesome.”

For Polizzi, the company’s mission is root-
ed in service.

By Kelly Wise Valde

"The  most
il rewarding part
il of owning this
business is be-
ing able to help
people. Our mis-
sion is 'to serve,’
and T just love
! hearing  how
we made some-
one’s day or we
saved the day
due to an is-
sue within the
home. 1 also
love the fact that the work we do creates
jobs and we are able to support the families
of our team,” he said.

Fast response remains central to the com-
pany’s identity.

“This has been our claim to fame from the
beginning,” said Polizzi. "No one wants to
wait when the lights don't work or the AC
is not cooling. We totally get that and have
built this company to be able to come to you
and fix the issue fast. I know that time is
valuable to most people, and the work we do
helps save time.”

Technology has also become a key part of
operations.

"We have adopted some new technology
to help us be more efficient,” said Polizzi.
"From training to material ordering pro-
grams, like Al software, has helped us stay
organized and get things done fast. I have
also made it as easy as possible to sched-
ule jobs with our book online features and
pre-scheduled maintenance.”

Ultimately, Polizzi said the company's
promise is simple: "We show up when you
need us with reliable, same-day service so
you're never left waiting around.” Call 813-
653-4221 or www.homeserviceheroesfl.com.

4
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HOME SERVICE HEROES
ELECTRIC - AIR - PLUMBING

VETERAN OWNED
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24[7 SAME DAY SERVICE

LICENSED AND INSURED

FINANCING OPTIONS
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CALLNOW

(813)653-4221
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VFCC AWARDS $5,000 IN SCHOLARSHIPS
TO OUTSTANDING LOCAL SENIORS

The Valrico FishHawk Chamber of
Commerce (VFCC) recently honored five
exceptional high school seniors with
$1,000 scholarships each, recognizing
their academic achievements, leadership
and commitment to community service.

"It was a wonderful experience work-
ing in the role of scholarship chair for
the VFCC this year,” said Michael Brand,
awards and recognition chair. "I was so
impressed with the quality of candidates
we had apply. The independent judges
had quite a time selecting the winners.
Meeting the finalists and learning about
their accomplishments was extremely in-
spiring. It's great to know we have such
talented young adults ready to become
leaders in our community.”

Among the recipients is Durant High
School senior Bailee Knighten, an ac-
complished student athlete and entre-
preneur. Knighten has already published
three books, operates two businesses
and holds school records in the 100 and
400-meter hurdles.

Also from Durant High School, Andrew
0'Toole, ranked first in his class, earned

Five high school seniors were awarded VFCC Scholarships this year.

By Marie Gilmore

recognition
for both ac-
ademic  ex-
cellence and
. leadership.
honors
include  the
West  Point
Society Gen-
— eral Schwarz-
kopf Leader-
_ ship  Award
—— and the AP
=< Scholar with
Distinction
Award.

Avery Ran-
ieri of Bell Creek Academy, ranked fifth in
her class, has demonstrated a passion for
civic engagement and communication.
As student government president and a
volunteer at Tampa General Hospital, she
has advocated for organ donation legis-
lation in Tallahassee. Ranieri, who also
interned with the Osprey Observer, will
attend the University of Georgia.

Newsome High School's Mary Grace
Hyde was recognized for her exceptional
leadership, having served as class pres-
ident all four years of high school — a
first for her school.

Durant High School senior Logan Glynn,
ranked fifth in his class, plans to pursue
civil and transportation engineering at
the University of Florida. A lacrosse team
captain and club founder, Glynn hopes to
one day solve local traffic challenges that
first sparked his interest as a child.

Together, these five students represent
the VFCC's mission to invest in the next
generation of community leaders. For
more information on the chamber, visit
www.valricofishhawk.org.

BREWING

00900

COMPANY

12-10PM WED-MON

813-315-8664

MONDAY

Kids Eat Free With The Purchase of
an Adult Entree 4PM-Close

WEDNESDAY

Trivia Wednesdays Every Week From
7-9PM Hosted by Jamie Hartman

FRIDAY & SATURDAY

4
Live Music Every Friday & Saturday
Featuring Local Artists From 6:30PM-Close

CATERING SERVICES

, Doctor’s Offices * Box Lunches * Corporate Events
Weddings * Rehearsal Dinners * Engagements
Charity Events * Family Gatherings * Private Parties
Pasta Bars * BBQ * and More!

WEEKLY FOOD | PRIVATE TEACHER
SPECIALSFROM| EVENTS HAPPY HOUR
OURSCRATCH |NOCOVER | FRIDAYS3- .,
KITCHEN | CHARGE 6PM g s
Sl 3434 STATE ROUTE 60 VALRICO, FL

WWW.VALRICO.VOODOOBREWERY.COM
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PoOL TIME, BACKYARD BBQS AND
SUNSHINE FILLED DAYS ARE CALLING...
15108 KESTRELGLEN WAY 13108 MONACH ISLES DR 16220 TERNGLADE DR
5 Bed 4 Bath 4,692 Sq Ft 4 Bed 3 Bath 2,787 Sq Ft 6 Bed 5.5 Bath 8,506 Sq Ft
Lithia, FL 33547 Riverview, FL 33579 Lithia, FL 337 |
i ;“’X -- :=‘-ii“--3- - EREs, = ekt
1001 OLIVETO VERDICT 11441 HAMMOCK OAKS CT
4 Bed 2.5 Bath 2,361 Sq Ft 5 Bed 5.5 Bath 5,786 Sq Ft 4 Bed 3.5 Bath 2,809 Sq Ft
Brcmn, FL. 33511 Lhic: FL 33547 Tampa, FL 33647
Curious to know what your
homeis REALLY worth?
Scan the QR for free online evaluation or schedule
a walk through for the most accurate value.
the —= T on pm
5ROMISE

The Promise means that we will deliver the best service you could ever |_
imagine receiving. That everyone on our team will be focused and care Tony Baroni Team

about your needs as if you were our only client. That we will anticipate . .

challenges and get ahead of it so we can stop any surprises. The Tony 3,200"' Homes Sold | 25800+ 5 Star Reviews

Baroni Team is focused on making this a = » % wexperience that

exceeds all your expectations. (866) 695 = 9747
TonyBaroni.com | @tonybaroniteam

|
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GARAGE DOOR Co.

DOORS -OPENERS - SPRINGS

(813) 684-7744

Garage Door Service, Repair & Installation

* Residential Garage Doors Fn EE

» Garage Door Openers

steve@mastergaragedoor.com * Broken Springs Estimates
mastergaragedoor.com * Cables on New
28 years serving the community Installs

e Doors off Track

with only the highest quality
parts and service.

Celehrating 28 Years of Serving Our Community
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Digability. #Long/ShorgTerm Care.
ental Life. Medlcare Dental

“If you need insurance Craig is your guy! He is great and gives you exactly what you want
and always finds the budget you want to stay in. If you’re not satisfied with what you have
he’s always happy to help so that you’re happy!” - S. Farquhar

CaII us: 813 230 2838
Call Today
Visit Our Website:
www.EdgePoolsFL.com

Family Owned & Operated

POWER WASHING

FREE’

STUCCOREPAIRS =

NO SHORTCUTS NO SURPRISE COSTS
JUST QUALITY WORK YOU CAN TRUST

®w @ @ =

PROFESSIONAL FAMILY LICENSED 180+ 5-STAR
CREWS OWNED & INSURED REVIEWS

i T&J Pcunhng

S 8 8137239124

CALL OR TEXT TO GET A FREE ESTIMATE TODAY! @ +813 723-9124

Walk the Walk, it's not just our name it's how we do business!

* * H * H H
Dogs " Cats " Exotic Pets * Pets With Medical Needs

Daily Dog Walks & Drop-In Visits | Vacation Care & Almost Overnights
Specialized Care for Seniors and Medical Needs

Trusted experienced care when you can’t be there.

813-465-3082

walkthewalkppc.com
n @walkthewalkppc

COASTALVERIFY = DUTY CALLS HAULING

VERIFY BEFORE YOU BUY ™

TAMPA BAY PROPERTY
TURNOVER INTELLIGENGE SYSTEM™

v Property Condition Verification v Risk & Hazard Identification
v Photo Documented Reports v Full Cleanout & Junk Removal

Two Veterans. One Mission. Gontinuing to Serve.
Commercial & Residential Properties

Call 656-650-5750 | www.coastalverify.com
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Your CoMMUNITY NEWSPAPER

Let me help market

YOUR business.

KERRIE HOENING

Advertising Sales Manager
Valrico & Corporate Accounts

813-625-1527

Kerrie@OspreyObserver.com
www.OspreyObserver.com

« Plumbing Fixtures
- Water Leak Repair
- Water Filters/Softeners
- Shower Valves
« Sump Pumps
cre1a31290 - Water Heaters
. ’ - Garbage Disposal
Installation, Service & Repair Toilet Repairs
ETRSIDIDND e
7 « Natural Gas &
Wy, lampasPlumbing.comn LPPlumbing
Hablamos Espariol  Licensed, Bonded & llisml/
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HIGH 5 INC. TEAM MEMBERS SHAPE
THE FUTURE OF THE ORGANIZATION
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BLOOMINGDALE AND NEWSOME
HOST SUMMER BASKETBALL CAMPS

High 5 Inc. chief operating officer

Patrick Skidmore.

High 5 Inc. is a mul-
tipurpose facility in
Brandon where the
community can come
together.  Recently,
two individuals were
recognized for their dedication to the or-
ganization by earning promotions: Patrick
Skidmore and Jada Spano.

Skidmore was initially the director of
development and has since been promoted
to chief operating officer. In this new role,
his main priority is “supporting our team to
allow them to perform at a high level and
provide superior programming to all partici-
pants in any of our programs.”

Skidmore is a third-generation Tampa
native who grew up going to the formerly
known Brandon Swim and Tennis, now High
5 Inc. There, he attended his first swim-
ming lesson. Prior to his career at High 5, he
worked as a paramedic at Brandon Regional
Hospital and is a second-generation presi-
dent of the Rotary Club of Brandon, foster-
ing his leadership skills.

On the other hand, Spano's previous title

By Emily Harper

was the vice
president  of
operations.
She has now
transitioned
into her new
role as chief
' communica-

tions  officer.
A
23
=y i

Spano's  main
focus is on
“building a
strong, consis-
tent and recog-
nizable brand

High 5 Inc. chief communications officer that drives en-

Jada Spano. gagement and
growth.”
" Growing up
in the Brandon
r = area, Spano
EDUCATION - ATHLETICS - COMMUNITY has many early

memories  at
this organization. She also learned to swim
there and spent time playing tennis at the
facilities. She now uses her childhood expe-
riences and professional background to suc-
ceed in her role at High 5.

"That's what makes this role so meaning-
ful to me, as it's truly a full-circle moment.
I've gone from being a participant in these
programs to now helping tell the story and
bring awareness to the impact High 5 has on
so many families in this amazing communi-
ty," said Spano.

Both Skidmore and Spano are excited
for the future of High 5 as they continue to
grow and positively impact the communi-
ty. "High 5 is more than just a place people
come to participate but as a cornerstone
organization that shapes lives and brings
people together,” said Spano.

For more, visit www.high5inc.org.

LAWN & PEST CONTROL

e Mowing

LAWN CARE

By Nick Nahas

Bloomingda- SNEEN
le High School |uee
is hosting bas-
ketball camps
for boys and
girls of all skill
levels  from [
fourth to ninth 58
grade this g
summer.

Week  one [
will  be held
from Monday
through Thurs-
day, June 8-11,
and week two is from Monday through
Thursday, June 15-18.

Session one is for grades four through
six from 9 am.-12 Noon and session two
is for grades seven through nine from 1-4
p.m.

Students will be instructed by Blooming-
dale boys Head Coach David Maciejewski
and girls basketball Head Coach Joel Bow-
er along with players, with an emphasis
on the improvement of fundamental skills
and sportsmanship.

"I enjoy teaming up with Coach Bower
and the girls players during camp,” said
Maciejewski. "I think both of our programs
do a really good job of supporting each
other throughout the year, and I believe
that this camp helps set the foundation for
that with our teams. We have several play-
ers on both the boys and girls teams who
have come to camp and are now players in
our program. I enjoy seeing those players
grow from middle school and elementary
players into players in both our programs
wearing the Bloomingdale jersey.”

Players from beginner to advanced are
welcome, with each one receiving a camp
T-shirt.

Coach Bower will also be hosting a joint camp with Newsome
girls basketball Head Coach David Cassreino.

The priority is
for each camper
to have fun and
® learn in a safe
environment.
Campers will be
placed in groups
by age, size and
; ability.

N All campers
\‘ M participate  in
\7_ daily skills, in-

structions and
drills and play
in  three-on-
three or five-on-five games and contests
daily.

Participants may arrive as early as 30
minutes before their session begins, with
concessions and camp bank available.

Bower will also be hosting a joint camp
with Newsome girls basketball Head
Coach David Cassreino. The Rival Girls
Basketball Camp will be held at Newsome
High School from 9 a.m.-12 Noon from
Monday through Thursday, June 22-25,
for rising sixth to ninth graders. The cost
is $125 per person.

"I am excited to see players from both
schools work together to help develop the
next generation of basketball players in
our area,” said Bower.

For more information on the camps,
email Bower at joel.bower@hcps.net or
Cassreino at david.cassreino@hcps.net.

“I'm looking forward to having our two
programs come together this summer to
help promote girls basketball in the com-
munity,” said Cassreino. “This is a great
opportunity for young girls to learn the
game from the coaches and players of
Bloomingdale and Newsome. It will be a
fun week of basketball.”

HEAT & AC
BROW

COMFORT
SYSTEMS

HEATING & AIRCONDITIONING
SERVICE YOU CAN TRUST

Residential & Commercial
Installation & Repair
Commercial Refrigeration

(813) 671-2555

IIIIENTA[ & COMMERCIAL
.“e .
JUNKLUggersS

LET US HELP YOV RECLAIM
YOUR SPACE!

« Eco-Friendly Hauling and Removal Service
« Single Item to Full Clean Outs Available

* FREE Estimates
1-800-LUG-JUNK | junkluggers.com

PROPERTY SOLUTIONS LLC
ay e

e Trimming
e Edging
e Pest Control

Full-Service Lawn Care &
Property Maintenance
Irrigation Repair &

System Maintenance
Landscape Design & Install
Property Cleanouts, Junk Removal &
Equipment Hauling

3 DML Property Solutions, LLC
@dml_property_solutions_fl
863-602-5217 | www.dmiproperty.com

PEST CONTROL

MIKE'S HOME SERVICE
LAWN CARE & HOME PEST CONTROL

313-362-214'1%

HOME INSPECTOR

Veteran Owned
SERVICES:
 Standard Home Inspection
* 4 Point
» Wind Mitigation
» HUD Consulting

APEX SIGHT

SOLUTIONS termite # pest control

Residential and Commercial

(813) 468-8574

TNTtermiteandpestcontrol.com
LOCAL & FAMILY OWNED
“DYNAMITE CUSTOMER SERVICE”

Vision with Purpose, Integrity from Above.

(813) 860-8374
ApexSightSolutions.com

Admin@ApexSightSolutions.com

Florida License #HI18082
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Advertise in this directory for just $50 per ad ,or as low as
$200 per month ... INCLUDES ALL 5 EDITIONS)

Call Us Today! (813) 657-2418 or Visit OspreyObserver.com
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SERVING UP INCLUSION: JUDY MOORE MARKS 25 YEARS OF TENNIS FOR FUN

etly transforming lives on the tennis courts
of Brandon. What began as her son's high
school project has grown into Tennis For Fun
(TFF), a widely respected program serving
individuals with Down syndrome and other
intellectual and developmental disabilities
— one that is now inspiring similar initia-
tives across Florida and beyond.

For Moore as director of TFF, the mile-
stone is less about longevity and more about
impact. The program has become a corner-
stone for families seeking inclusive recre-
ational opportunities, offering participants
not just a chance to learn tennis, but a space
to build confidence, friendships, and a sense
of belonging.

"When we started, the goal was simple,”
Moore has often said in reflecting on the
program'’s early days. "We wanted everyone
to have the chance to play, to feel included,
and to have fun.” That guiding principle re-
mains at the heart of TFF today.

COGGlNS

~ For 25 years, udy Moore has been qui- .

* Over the years, the program has expanded
significantly. What began in Brandon now
serves as a model for other communities
looking to replicate its success. Programs
inspired by TFF have been established in
multiple locations throughout Florida and in
other states, a testament
to both its effectiveness
and its adaptability.

Participants in Tennis
For Fun engage in struc-
tured tennis activities
tailored to their abilities,
supported by a network
of dedicated volunteers,
coaches, and family mem-
bers. The emphasis is not on competition,
but on personal growth and enjoyment. For
many families, the program fills a critical
gap.

Parents often describe the program as
life-changing. Beyond the physical bene-
fits of exercise, participants develop social

CFCO037149

PLUMBING E |

Licensed * Bonded ¢ Insured

(813) 643-7 173

Plumbing Repairs
Re-pipes

Drain stoppages
Home Additions
Remodels

Fixtures & Accessories

Backflow Device Testing

Water Softener Installation
Water Heater Installation

New Construction (Residential)
New Construction (Commercial)

Find out more at our website:

WWW.COGGINSPLUMBING.COM

Proudly serving the Tampa Bay area for over 30 years.

YOUR NEXT
SERVICE CALL

WATER HEATER
PURCHASE
& INSTALLATION

RESIDENTIAL
REPIPES

Coupon Must Be Presented Prior to Service. lCoupon Must Be Presented Prior to Service. I Coupon Must Be Presented Prior to Service.

Expires 6/15/26 1

Expires 6/15/26 1

Expires 6/15/26

skills and mdependence Many form Iastlng

This Brandon program
empowers individuals with

Down syndrome, intellectual or
developmental disabilities to
grow into a model replicated

across Florida and beyond.

r:_.:pfr-—""

—— :;__—_‘: _:'

friendships, while others discover a new-
found confidence that carries into other ar-
eas of their lives.

"Before joining, my son was hesitant to
try new things,” one parent shared. "Now he
looks forward to every ses-
sion. He's made friends, he's
more active, and he feels
proud of what he can do.”

The success of TFF is also
rooted in its community
support. Volunteers play a
central role, working one-
on-one with participants to
ensure each individual feels
encouraged and included. Their commit-
ment, combined with Moore's steady lead-
ership, has created a program culture that is
both welcoming and empowering.

As the program has grown, so too has
its influence. Organizations in other regions
have looked to TFF as a blueprint for devel-

By ]ay Bmden

oplng mcIuswe sports programmlng, “thus
demonstrating that such initiatives can be
both impactful and sustainable, Moore and
her team have helped significantly to broad-
en access to recreational opportunities for
individuals with disabilities.

Despite the expansion and recognition,
those closest to the program say Moore re-
mains focused on the individuals she serves.
Her leadership style—hands-on, compas-
sionate, and consistent—has been a driving
force behind TFF's enduring success.

As Tennis For Fun marks its 25th anni-
versary, the celebration is as much about
the community it has built as it is about the
years it represents. For participants and
their families, the program is more than an
activity—it's a source of joy, connection, and
possibility.

And for Judy Moore, the mission contin-
ues much as it began: one player, one rally,
and one smile at a time.

For more, visit http://tennisforfun.org/.

Roof Repairs, Replacement
& Maintenance

Shingle, Flat, Tile & Metal
Blown-In Insulation ¢ Solar Attic Fans

(813) 689-ROCF &)

CARDINAT

BUILDING AND RESTORATION

CGC1537220 / IICRC #70229671

Fire, Smoke, Water
& Mold Remediation

24/7 Emergency Water Extraction
Structural Drying, Tarp & Board-Up

CHLELEL DR

1

entire purchase
Sunflower Cafe
3452 Lithia Pinecrest Rd.,

7T

Valrico
813-65-SUSHI

I Only valid with regular menu. With this coupon.

| Must present before submitting payment.

[ Before tax. One coupon per visit. Not valid with I
other offers Offer expires 5/31/26

3452 Lithia Plnecrest Rd Valrlco '
(Located in the Fresh Market Plaza)

Mon - Fri 11:30-2:30 & 5-9 | Sat 12-9
Sundays 12-8:30 (Serving lunch until 3 p. -

813-65-SUSHI
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BRCC ANNOUNCES COMMUNITY
HEALTH & WELLNESS FAIR

The  Bran- Al
don Riverview EX
Chamber of
Commerce is
proud to an-
nounce its
Community
Health & Well-
ness Fair, tak-
ing place Sat-
urday, May 16,
from 10 am.-2
p.m. at the Gar-
denville  Park
& Recreation
Center, located
at 6219 Sym-
mes Rd. in Gib-
sonton.

This free,
family-friendly event is designed to
connect residents with valuable health,
wellness and medical resources while
creating a fun and engaging experience
for all ages. The fair will feature local
health and wellness businesses, medical
providers and community organizations,
along with interactive activities, on-site
health screenings, food trucks, sports
demonstrations and live entertainment.

"Our Community Health & Wellness
Fair is all about bringing people togeth-
er and empowering our community with
access to resources that support health-
ier, happier lives,” said the Brandon Riv-
erview Chamber of Commerce President
Amber Aaron. “"From preventative care
and fitness to nutrition and mental well-
ness, this event offers something for ev-
eryone.”

The fair also provides an excellent
opportunity for health and wellness
businesses to showcase their services
directly to families, individuals and deci-

RCC

BRANDON RIVERVIEW
CHAMBERS COMMERCE

Presented by I:

& Interactive Activities

@ Food Trucks
& Sports Demonstrations
@ Live Entertainment

Community Health & Wellness Fair

AdventHealth

& On-site Health Screenings

Saturday - May 16, 2026
(0 10:00 am - 2:00 pm

Staff Report

sion-makers
in the Bran-
don-River-
view  area.
Participat-
ing busi-
nesses can
build  brand
awareness,
share exper-
tise and form
meaning-
ful  connec-
tions  while
supporting
community
well-being.

Businesses
specializing
in health-
care, fitness, nutrition, mental wellness,
preventative care and holistic services
are encouraged to participate.

Community members are invited to
attend at no cost, and businesses inter-
ested in showcasing their services can
register online at https://web.central-
hillsboroughchamber.com/events/Com-
munity-Health-Wellness-Fair-63706/
details.

Join the Brandon Riverview Chamber
of Commerce for a high-energy, impact-
ful event that educates, inspires and
strengthens a healthier community.

About the Brandon
Chamber of Commerce

The Brandon Riverview Chamber
of Commerce empowers businesses
through opportunities for brand ex-
posure, education and advocacy while
fostering meaningful connections that
strengthen the community and promote
collaboration and growth.

Riverview

TRAVELING THIS SUMMER?

Before you
leave town,
make sure
that your
Will or Trust

is up to date.

CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR FREE CONSULTATION

| Il Tom GALLO e, 8

proudly supports

W]

[m]

ECH®

2240 LITHIA CENTER LANE, VALRICO 33596
Thomas@TomGalloLaw.com

(813) 815-4529

Wills & Trusts - Probate - Guardianship - Elder Law - Asset Protection

The Art of Living Well

RESORT-STYLE SENIOR LIVING ON 17 PRIVATE ACRES

A BRAND NEW COMMUNITY OPENING IN FALL 2026

THE

Tampa
VISIT OUR SHOWROOM!

INDEPENDENT LIVING | ASSISTED LIVING | MEMORY CARE

ALF license pending.

CALLERY

TA~H.
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TO LEARN MORE
\BOUT US

THE #1 REAL ESTATE TEAM
IN HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY

BrendaWade.com ® Direct: 813-924-8677
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SPRING INTO
SOMETHING NEW! 0

Let’s be REMARKABLE rogether!  DRENOANADE

OFFERED AT 1216 Brandon Lakes Ave
$600,000 Valrico, FL 33594

EXPERIENCE
YOU CAN TRUST.

RESULTS
YOU CAN SEE.

Office: 813-655-5333 ¢ Brenda@BrendaWade.com
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HONORARY MAYOR CANDIDATES

CARDINAL ROOFING CO-OWNER
BECOMES AN INDUSTRY PIONEER

By Madeline Gardner
F o r SR | participate
Bridget % in.
Jenkins, \ ® " 0 f
roofing is ~ course, I
more than 1 said yes be-
an occupa- e cause I'mal-
tion. Roof- pid ways up for
ing is in a good con-
her blood. versation
Cardinal with  peo-
Roofing, ple about,
founded : ou  know,
SV (T e Bridget Jenkins (center) gathers with fellow members of National ﬁ,l L
Y Women in Roofing an organization which she co-chairs. y. .
ther, Rog- topic, which

er Jenkins, in 1995, quickly became a
major part of her early adult life. And
when Bridget Jenkins sought a ca-
reer-pivot, she became more involved
with Cardinal Roofing, taking on every
job within the company before obtaining
her roofing license over 25 years ago.
She has since earned her general con-
tractor license and is now a co-owner
of Cardinal Roofing, alongside her father
and their partner, Chad Curchin.

Bridget Jenkins also serves as the first
female president of the West Coast Roof-
ing Contractors Association (WCRCA).
The WCRCA is a local organization fos-
tering collaboration between licensed
roofing professionals. This year marks
the 50th anniversary of the WCRCA, a
moment she plans to highlight with a se-
ries of special events, including a fishing
tournament in October.

She has also become a national in-
fluencer with the RoofersCoffeeShop
(RCS), which serves as a hub for roof-
ing professionals. The platform provides
professionals with access to formal job
postings and networking opportunities,
as well as its RCS Influencer program,
which Bridget Jenkins was invited to

is roofing and construction, because
I'm a total construction geek,” she said.
"So, they started this program, and I, of
course, jumped on board, and at the last
convention they gave us little pins that
said, 'RoofersCoffeeShop Influencer,” so
I'm feeling pretty fancy. I've got an offi-
cial pin for my lapel.”

Reflecting upon her accomplishments,
Bridget Jenkins cited the importance of
pursuing your career passions.

“Jobs are great, but if you actually
geek out about whatever your job is, it
makes it so much easier. Construction is
one of those jobs [where] nothing is ever
the same. It's always different every sin-
gle day, hour-to-hour, ... and I just love
roofing,” she said. "I just think it's fasci-
nating. ... Just making sure that people
feel safe in their homes. It's just one of
those things that I was born into; it's in
my blood, I was meant to be this person,
so I'm just going to take it and run with
it.”

For more information on Cardinal
Roofing, please visit www.cardinalroof-
ingfl.com or call 813-689-7663. Cardinal
Roofing is located at 1312 Orangewalk
Dr. in Brandon.

405 Beverly Blvd Brandon EL: 33511

e 1-TIME REGISTRATION FEE - $40
> $175/WEEK| MONDAY FRIDAY
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READY MONTH OF FUN EVENTS

sborough,

something spe-
cial is about
to begin. The
Valrico  Fish-
Hawk Chamber
of Commerce
is getting
ready for the
2026  Honor-
ary  Mayor's |
Race, a com- g
munity-driven B
initiative  de-
signed to bring
people togeth-
er while raising Ang
funds for impactful local nonproﬂts

The race will officially kick off on Mon-
day, June 1, at 6 p.m., at Lake Michigan
Credit Union (LMCU), located at 3467
Lithia Pinecrest Rd. in Valrico. People
from across the area are invited to come,
meet the ‘candidates’ and learn how they
can take part. The event will mark the
start of a month filled with fun activi-
ties, all created to raise money for good
causes.

The race concludes on Tuesday, June
30, with one final event scheduled for
Monday, July 13, at 6 p.m., at The Boule-
vard at FishHawk, located at 15260 Fish-
Hawk Blvd. in Lithia, where the com-
munity will gather again to celebrate a
month of creative fundraising and com-
munity engagement and announce the
2026 Honorary Mayor of East Hillsbor-
ough County.

Two participants are leading the way
this year, and both are focused on help-
ing others.

Steve Glaros is supporting High 5 Inc.,

) ‘

Ciulla is working hard to

SUMMER FUN INCLUDES:
o POOLS/DIVING BOARDS omam caweus T; G

e ON-SITE FIELD TRIPS wancaupus

Voodoo Brewing owner Chris  Attorney Steve Glaros is support-

support ECHO and Forgotten and Dogs Shelter and Sanctuary

Staff Report

Raining Cats
and  Dogs
Shelter and
Sanctuary
and Impact
" |Program
| Inc. His
| events  in-
| clude a May-
| or's  Sum-
mer Splash
Bash, Music
Bingo, a
Chef Soiree
and Online
Auction
and even an

and Impact Program Inc. ‘Amazing
Race." Each event is meant to bring peo-
ple together while helping youth, families
and animals in need. Glaros said he joined
the race to “strengthen the community
and make a difference.”

Chris Ciulla is also working hard to
support important groups. He is raising
money for ECHO and Forgotten Angels,
both of which serve vulnerable individ-
uals and families in the community. His
campaign includes Boot Scootin’ Bingo,
a 'Sit, Stay & Sip’ pet-friendly event, a
Mayoral Royal Casino Night and a Chris
Rocks the Vote Music Festival. Ciulla
wants everyone to join in, saying, "There
is something for all ages to enjoy while
helping others.”

This race shows what can happen
when people work together. Every dollar
raised goes straight to local charities.
That means real help for families, chil-
dren, and others who need support.

For more information, you can visit the
candidates’ Facebook pages @Glaros-
ForMayor and @ChrisforMayor2026.

ing High 5 Inc, Raining Cats

 GAMERS GROTTO
o QUTDOOR SPORTS
INDOOR GAMES
o ARTS & CRAFTS
e PLAYGROUND
o STEM.

In order to continue to make our prolgrams offordable and
accessible for fumilies, High 5 proudly accepts school readiness!

Be%s El‘er"ne‘ntar; éch;éi - 5720 bs[;réy Féidge Dr, Lithia, FL 33547
e 1-TIME REGISTRATION FEE - $30
o $90/WEEK | N\ON DAY - TH U RSDAY

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT:
Member Services | 813-689-0908

A memberservices@highSinc.org

Iié%isteﬁddéy:

& www.highSinc.org/camp

[www.highSinc.org/camp]
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DAVID WEEKLEY HOMES MARKS 30
YEARS OF BUILDING COMMUNITIES

Page 19

COUNTY TO HOST 29TH ANNUAL
MEMORIAL DAY OBSERVANCE

David Weekley Homes, one of the larg-
est privately held national home builders,
is celebrating 30 years of home building
in the Tampa area this year. The compa-
ny was founded in Houston, Texas, in 1976,
and expanded to Tampa in 1996. Today, the
company builds in more than 35 commu-
nities.

“Celebrating 30 years in the Tampa
market is a milestone we're truly grate-
ful for,” said Kristina Lloyd, division pres-
ident of David Weekley Homes in Tampa.
“We're proud of the communities we've
built, the people behind them and enhanc-
ing the lives of our customers and those in
the communities where we work and live
through our volunteer efforts. This journey
has been incredibly rewarding, and we look
forward to continuing that momentum in
the years ahead.”

Over the company’'s 30 years in Tampa
and surrounding areas, the builder has
enjoyed several notable milestones. Since
opening in 1996, the company has closed
more than 6,900 homes in the Tampa area.
The company has built in many communi-
ties throughout Tampa, including Encore
at FishHawk Ranch, Waterset, Barrington
Preserve, Hidden Lakes and Magnolia

excellence in home building and customer
satisfaction, David Weekley Homes prides
itself on enhancing lives by giving back to
the community. The company's outreach
program, CARE, is a charitable and vol-
unteer program that joins team members
with homeowners, homebuyers, commu-
nity partners and local nonprofit organi-
zations to live out the company’s purpose
of ‘building dreams, enhancing lives." This
is accomplished by team members volun-
teering countless hours to different organi-
zations in their communities and Dovetail
Impact Foundation donating more than
$340 million in the past 35 years.

Locally in Tampa, David Weekley Homes
partners with many organizations, includ-
ing BridgePoint Church - Building Beds,
Feeding Tampa Bay, United Way Suncoast,
Gigi's Playhouse Tampa, 9/11 Day of Ser-
vice, Ronald McDonald House Charities
Tampa Bay, ShowerUp Tampa Bay and
OneBlood. The division also participates in
companywide events, such as Build Month,
the School Supplies Drive and the Giving
Thanks, Giving Back Thanksgiving Drive.

For more information about David
Weekley Homes in Tampa, contact 813-
774-4155.

Learn more about all of Tobacco Free Florida’s tools and
services at TobaccoFreeFlorida.com/QuitYourWay.

at  Veterans Tfl
Memorial Park
& Rear Admi-
ral Collins, Jr. _
Veterans Mu- §
seum, located
at 3602 N. US.
301 in Tampa.
In addition
to the annu-
al 'Garden of

Gold" flag in-
stallation de-
picting the

faces and ser-
vice branches of local Gold Star Family
members, the event will include remem-
brances of fallen heroes from Operation
Epic Fury.

The 29th annual Memorial Day Obser-
vance will feature:
* Special guests, including Maj. Gen. John
Gronski; retired US. Army Com-
mand Chief Master Sgt. Christopher
Ottenwess of the 6th Air Refueling
Wing, MacDill Air Force Base; and Amer-
ican Gold Star Mothers.
* Junior Reserve Officers’ Training Corps
(JROTC), rifle salute, and taps.
* On-site resources for veterans and mili-

Photos Courtesy of Veterans Memorial Park and Museum

Staff Report Staff Report
Creek. Da- Hillshorough &3 tary families.
vid Weekley | County Veter- @ ©  Refresh-
Homes has an  Communi- § e ments and
earned more ty Services and fellowship
S than 150 | the Veterans |& § following the
. Tampa-area | Council of Hills- g outdoor am-
. awards, in- borough Coun- l phitheater
cluding more ty will host the ceremony.
than 120 for county's 29th Event at-
product de- annual Memo- tendees are
sign. rial Day Ob- | encouraged
In addition servance  on to visit
to a com- Sunday, May F===&S the  monu-
mitment  to 24, at 10 a.m. ments  and

Garden of
Gold flag dis-

TR e For  mili-
il tary families,
Memorial

.1 Day is more

=8 than just the
unofficial
start of sum-
| mer. Recent
\e== ~— X and ongoing
: // operations
overseas
make the up-
coming holiday a sensitive time for the
military community, especially for Gold
Star families whose loved ones made the
ultimate sacrifice. They ask that Ameri-
cans reflect on the true meaning of Me-
morial Day: honoring those who gave
their lives in service to our nation.

Hillsborough County's Veterans Memo-
rial Park is open daily from 7 a.m.-5 p.m,,
with free admission and parking. For
more information, visit https://hcfl.gov/
departments/veteran-community-ser-
vices or contact Hillsborough County
Veteran Community Services at 813-
635-8316.

Group Quit offers free, expert-led in-person
or virtual sessions for all Florida residents
regardless of insurance status. Upon class

completion, participants are eligible for nicotine
replacement therapy such as patches, gum,
or lozenges.**

There's never been a
better time to quit
with Group Quit

Tobacco Free Florida's Group Quit
Sessions (in-person or virtual) now offer
participants $25 - $125 in gift cards for

their attendance.*

Pre-registration required

*while supplies last

A
“ AHEC Bl

Call USF AHEC Program today at:
813-974-7889

**if medically appropriate for those 18 years of age or older

USF AREA HEALTH
P w8l EDUCATION CENTER

Florida | (Goraccofree
HEALTH Florida 42
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BREASTFEEDING SUPPORTS BOTH

WHY VALRICO AND LITHIA PET
PARENTS ARE CHOOSING LOCAL,

LICENSED,

Let's paint a [
picture. w

You've just
booked a pet
sitter through a
popular gig app.
It was easy, the
reviews seemed

fine and the
profile photo
showed some-

one smiling next
to a golden re-
triever. You might meet that person, and
they promise you the best. You head out
of town. And then ... they don't show. You
can't get a hold of them. You panic.

Sound familiar? If you're a pet parent in
Valrico, Lithia or the surrounding commu-
nities, you've probably experienced or at
least have heard about this exact scenario
happening.

The pet care industry has exploded with
gig-economy platforms promising conve-
nience at the tap of a button, but conve-
nience and accountability are not the same
thing. Not even close.

Gig-based pet care apps operate like
marketplaces. They connect pet owners
with independent contractors who set
their own hours, their own rates and often
their own standards. The platform takes a
cut. The sitter shows up (or doesn't). And
when something goes wrong, the fine print
in those terms of service tends to be where
accountability quietly disappears.

To be fair, there are wonderful, caring
individuals on those platforms. But ‘won-
derful’ shouldn't be a gamble, especially
when we're talking about an extension of
your family.

Walk the Walk Professional Pet Care

PET CARE

By Samantha Evensen

I built  its
I business,
and its
reputa-
tion, right
in the
Valrico
and Lithia
communi-
ty. When
1 you give
it access

Ao A - your
home and trust it with your pets, it takes
that seriously.

Its team members don't just show up,
it shows up prepared, professional and
backed by a company that stands behind
every single visit. If someone on Walk the
Walk's team has an emergency, it has local
backup. If something unexpected happens
with your pet, it has protocols, not panic.

“Samantha came over to meet them, and
I immediately felt at peace. That feeling has
only grown stronger with every interaction
since. Sam and her entire team operate at
the highest standard. Their communication
is exceptional, the visit notes are thoughtful
and thorough. ... They have been an abso-
lute Godsend,” said Danielle H., a Walk the
Walk client.

When you hire a Valrico or Lithia-based
business like Walk the Walk, your money
stays in this community.

When you choose Walk the Walk Profes-
sional Pet Care, you're choosing a licensed,
insured, locally rooted team that treats
your pets like family..

Walk the Walk serves Valrico, Lithia and
the surrounding communities. Visit it at
www.walkthewalkppc.com to learn more
or book your first visit today.

Join the Valrico FishHawk Chamber of Commerce for the

4th Annual
Honory Mayor of
East Hillsborough County
Charity Race
June 1 - June 30, 2026

All Proceeds to Benefit the Following Charities

Emergency Care Help
Organization

O
BIGH . IN. FORGOTTENANGELS
For event information, visit Facebook:
@GlarosForMayor (Steve Glaros)
@ChrisforMayor2026 (Chris Ciulla)
y‘?/_n\s,,% Welcome To Our Newest Chamber Members!
N :‘;<\% t’g Logan’s Heroes o Sartor Law and Title PLLC
~ >R o The Wellness Hive « Bar-B-Clean Tampa Bay

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

IMPACT

IrriGators LLC « Tampa Painting LLC « Glaros Law

Join us at our Midday Power Hour every Wednesday,
11am at Beef O’Brady’s Bloomingdale for a presentation
and networking with other local business owners!

WWW VALRICOFISHHAWK.ORG
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MOM AND BABY

As a new or
experienced

mom,  you've
likely heard
that  ‘breast
is best’" when
feeding  your
child. If you
can, only

breastfeed-
ing your baby
for the first |
six months is [
considered the

best  option.
And it's even
better if you

can keep offer-
ing breast milk at least until their sec-
ond birthday.

Although breastfeeding can be diffi-
cult at first, it offers several benefits for
your baby and you. Talking with a lac-
tation consultant can make the process
easier so you can enjoy the advantages
breastfeeding offers.

"When you choose to breastfeed
your baby, you put them on a path for
a healthier life. It's also a choice that
boosts your health and well-being,” said
Janna Aaron, lactation consultant with
AdventHealth Riverview. "Our lactation
consultants are here to answer your
questions and help you and your baby
settle into a relaxed breastfeeding rou-
tine.”

Your breast milk is your baby's su-
perfood — it meets all their nutritional
needs. It also has antibodies that boost
their immune system and lower their
risk of many health conditions, like ear
infections, diabetes, lung problems, al-
lergies and childhood cancer. When you

JF Kicks Restaurant & Patio Bar
3345 Lithia Pinecrest Rd.
Valrico, Florida 33596

(813) 643-7777

*Certain restrictions. Dine-in only.

MONDAY; [TUESDAY;

Kids Eat Free' )] . 3Tacos
ALLDAY! Tuesday $6

. [l ALLDAY! $5 Margaritas
Smash Burger

' RESTRURANT
- SPATICHAR

———

WEDNESDAY/) GTHURSDAY;

Pasta & Subs
Specials
ALL DAY!

Staff Report

Lactation consultant Janna Aaron of AdventHealth Riverview supports a new
mother during a breastfeeding session, highlighting the health benefits and re-
sources available to help moms and babies establish a successful feeding routine.

breastfeed, you get some of the same
benefits. Your risk of breast, ovarian,
uterine and endometrial cancer drops,
and you're less likely to develop diabe-
tes, high blood pressure or osteoporosis.

"The benefits of breastfeeding go be-
yond health improvements, though,”
Aaron said. "It's a free, convenient way
to feed your baby. It's always the right
temperature, and it's always available.
You never have to pack supplies, so it's
easy to satisfy a hungry baby when
you're on the go."

With AdventHealth, you have four con-
venient ways to get the breastfeeding
guidance you need. You can register for
one of its breastfeeding classes, join a
weekly Baby Bunch class for moms with
babies under 12 months old, schedule a
one-on-one consultation at any of its lo-
cations or call its breastfeeding support
warmline for in-the-moment advice.

Call 656-233-5404 to learn more
about our classes or to schedule a con-
sultation with one or AdventHealth's
lactation consultants.

Valrico's Family Friendly
Restaurant & Patio Bar!

% JFKicksRestaurant.com

@ @jfkicks (o) @jfkicksvalrico

7 ICPERNET Monday-Friday TAM-TPM
ERIDAY,

ALLYOU CAN EAT

Fish & Chips

$14.95 ALL DAY!
Prime Rib"

Chicken

Wing Basket"

$12.95 ALL DAY!
6 Bone-In-0R- 10 Boneless

with Gaelic Chips
$10.95 ALL DAY!

Trivia Night'

7PM-9PM Win prizes!

Karaoke Night
8PM-TIPM HOSTED BY:
"KJ Bill Knowles”

10 WEEK CONTEST!
Jan. 6th - Mar. 31st

SATURDAY/ Live Entertainment!

1/2 Price Peel N’ Prime Rib

Eat Shrimp’ Sandwich™
ALL DAY! $12.95 ALL DAY!
Chilled -OR- Steamed with french fries

Singo
Music Bingo®
7PM-9PM

WIN PRIZES!
FREETO PLAY! ALL AGES!

Serving Lunch &
Dinner 11AM-11PM Bottomless
Live Sports!

Outdoor Patio!

$26.95 5PM-10PM
Live Music On Patio!
TPM-11PM

Karaoke Inside!
9PM-1AM
HOSTED BY: “KJ Johnny Q"

Wings with French Fries

Live Music

On Patio!
7PM-11PM

SUNDAY;

Live Entertainment!

Brunch
11AM-3PM
STARTING FEB. 15TH

Mimosa &
Sangria
11AM-3PM $20

KRISTI MCCART, ESQ.
Family Law ~ Estate Planning ~ Guardianship ~ Probate

813-498-2757

CLAW OFFIgg
THE 1 ey 0p

MCCART @&+ TESMER

FAMILY LAW AND ESTATE PLANNING

10011 Water Works Lane, Riverview

LAURELTESMER, ESQ.

www.McCartTesmer.com
Info@McCartTesmer.com
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TOO BLESSED TO BE STRESSED AUTHOR
LAUNCHES NEW DEVOTIONAL SERIES

By Olivia Clark

Valrico Edition
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THE NATIONAL VETERANS GOLDEN

AGE GAMES ARE COMING TO TAMPA

AND ARE WELCOMING VOLUNTEERS

Debora Coty has
spent two decades
helping women trade
burnout for peace
through a blend of
biblical truth, prac-
tical strategy and
humor. The Central
Florida author and
inspirational  speak-
er is best known for
the Too Blessed To
Be Stressed brand
a collection of more
than 35 products
that includes books,
devotionals, journals,
planners, a cookbook
and calendars. Coty
stated that the series
has sold over 2 million
copies.

“Many women
sprint along on the
just-get-it-done tread-
mill with no inkling
how to get off,” said
Coty. "That's the goal
of all my Too Blessed
To Be Stressed books,

. to offer practical
tools and strategies
for dealing with stress so that it's manage-
able, not crushing.”

Coty's perspective is shaped by a long
career as an occupational therapist spe-
cializing in orthopedics. She said physi-
cians referred patients to her for help with
managing injuries and pain tied to con-
stant stress. Coty pairs work simplification
techniques and therapeutic suggestions
with Scripture and what she calls “lots of
giggles” to address stress physically, spiri-

" Debora Coty is a Central Florida author
and speaker known for the Too Blessed
To Be Stressed series and her new devo-

tional, Bless Your Heart: Daily Devotions said she stepped away from
to Warm Your Heart & Feed Your Soul.

tually and emotionally.

"I love it that my books
have been called ‘biblical
truth gift-wrapped in hu-
mor,” Coty said. "I believe
that laughter is a catalyst
for releasing the joy of the
Lord in our spirits.”

That approach carries into
her newest release, Bless
Your Heart: Daily Devotions
to Warm Your Heart &
Feed Your Soul, a 365-day
devotional that marks the
start of a new series. Coty

steady writing after 2019
amid years of family loss and
health challenges.

"The gal who encouraged
others to look for the funny
couldn't see any funny any-
where,” she said.

Coty said a publisher later
approached her about writ-
ing another yearlong devo-
tional, a project she initially
declined. After revisiting
a Corrie ten Boom quote
about attempting something
so big it would fail without
God's help, Coty began writ-
ing again. The manuscript took 18 months,
she said, and ultimately drew interest from
multiple publishers.

Coty hopes the devotional reaches "the
woman who feels like she's alone, fright-
ened, confused, miserable and exhausted,”
she said, adding that men have also told
her they read her short entries in the bath-
room.

Coty continues her long-running Grace
Notes column.

This year's Na-
tional  Veterans
Golden Age Games
will be held in Tam-
pa from Saturday,
June 27, to Thurs-
day, July 2. This is
the first time the
games have been
brought to Tampa,
and they will bring
over 1400 vet-
erans along with
their families to
the city.

The Golden
in 1985 to support
veterans ages 55 and
older to stay active
through sports. Now S
going into their 40th =
year, the games have
grown into one of
the Department of
Veterans Affairs' pre-
mier adaptive sports programs, focused on
healthy aging and rehabilitation.

These games highlight the importance of
health, wellness and honoring those who
served. Veterans will have the opportunity
to choose from 21 different sports, includ-
ing swimming, golf, pickleball and track and
field, to compete in over the span of the
week.

In preparation, veterans are able to ben-
efit from year-round rehabilitation and fit-
ness programs at their local Department of
Veterans Affairs facilities. This allows them
to engage in physical activity while gaining
confidence in their abilities.

By Emily Harper

"What makes
the Golden Age
Games special is
that it's not just
about  competi-
tion. At its core,
it is about con-
nection, commu-
nity, recovery and
showing veterans
that it's never too
late to stay active
and  rediscover

Photo credit: The US Department of Veterans Affairs. PUrpose,” stated
Photos from the 2025 National Veterans Golden Age Games. Brittany — Hook,

director of the
games.

Volunteers  con-
tribute significant-
ly to the success
of this event. They
assist with oper-
ations, help guide
participants, sup-
port competitions,

| manage check-in
and ensure that the veterans have a safe
and positive experience for the duration
of the games.

The games invite anyone who wants to
support their veterans to volunteer. For
students who volunteer, the organization
supports the verification of their time for
their extracurricular requirements. How-
ever, the games encourage students to
check with their school or organization
for confirmation in the activity.

To sign up, individuals can go to their
website, https://40goldenagegames.my-
trs.com/ and complete the volunteer reg-
istration form.

Your Perfect Place for

First Hellos

Expert Care for Life’s
Most Magical Moment

Whether you’re planning a natural delivery or need
advanced care for a high-risk pregnancy, every journey
is unique — and your care should be just as personal. At
AdventHealth, our dedicated birth advocates partner
with you to create a birth plan centered around your
needs. And through The Birth Day Experience® we help
you celebrate this once-in-a-lifetime moment with
meaningful touches designed to create memories you’ll
cherish long after the first hello.

Start planning with a virtual tour.
YourBirthDayExperience.com

.
AdventHealth

Riverview
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PERSONAL CARE AT THE HEART OF
SUN CITY CENTER FUNERAL HOME

Sun  City
Center  Fu-
neral Home
has built its el
reputation g Ao
on providing
compassion-
ate care and
personal- §
ized services [
for families
during some
of life's most ™
difficult mo-
ments. Since
becoming part of Foundation Partners
Group in January 2017, the funeral home
has maintained its family-oriented atmo-
sphere while continuing to serve the com-
munity with dignity and respect.

Established with a mission centered on
honoring each life, Sun City Center Funeral
Home focuses on guiding families through
the grieving process with understanding
and support. Nicole Sharp, funeral director,
emphasized the organization's commitment
to thoughtful service.

"Our mission has always been to honor
each life with dignity, respect and meaning-
ful tribute while supporting families with
guidance and understanding every step of
the way,” said Sharp.

What distinguishes the funeral home is
its deep connection to the local community.
Its staff actively participates in organiza-
tions such as the Sun City Center Rotary,
the Southshore Chamber of Commerce and
the Daughters of the American Revolution,
while also supporting causes including the
Walk to End Alzheimer's and the Out of the
Darkness Walk.

"We take the time to listen and under-
stand each family’s wishes, ensuring ev-
ery service reflects the unique life being

ol < 5 \

Staffmembers at Sun City Center Funeral Home provide compas-
sionate, personalized care to families in the community.

honored,” said
Sharp.

Sun City
Center Funeral
Home  offers
a full range
of services,
including  tra-
ditional funer-
als, memorial
services,  cre-
mation options
and celebration
of life gather-
ings. Personal-
ization plays a central role, allowing fam-
ilies to incorporate meaningful elements
such as music, hobbies, cultural traditions
and special tributes.

In addition to its general services, the
funeral home takes pride in honoring vet-
erans. With a former member of the mili-
tary on staff, it assists families in securing
military honors, coordinating with national
cemeteries and incorporating patriotic ele-
ments into services.

“Tt is a true honor to serve veterans and
their families,” said Sharp.

Beyond services, the team remains com-
mitted to supporting families long after
arrangements are complete, offering guid-
ance, resources and a compassionate pres-
ence.

“"We want residents to know that we are
here not only in times of loss, but also for
pre-planning and guidance or simply for a
cup of coffee and a chat,” said Sharp.

For the staff, the most meaningful aspect
of their work is helping families find com-
fort during difficult times.

Sun City Center Funeral Home is lo-
cated at 1851 Rickenbacker Dr., Sun City
Center, FL 33573. For more information,
call 813-279-8330.

&

By Olivia Clark
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HILLSBOROUGH COLLEGE UNVEILS NEW
BRAND IDENTITY AND LOGO

Staff Report

Hillsborough College
has unveiled a refreshed
brand identity featuring
a new logo, updated
visual system and an
enhanced college seal.
The new brand reflects
a thoughtful modern-
ization of the college's
image, designed to
better represent the institu-
tion's growth, purpose and
long-standing connection to
the community.

"Hillsborough  College’s
new branding captures the
spirit of the college today:
student-centered and deeply
connected to the

people experience the col-
lege, and this refreshed
brand helps us tell our sto-
ry with greater clarity and
confidence,” said Angela
Walters Eveillard, executive
director of marketing and
public relations at Hillsbor-
ough College. "It introduces
a more modern look while
still echoing familiar elements
that connect back to our history.
Together, those qualities create
an identity that feels current, au-
thentic and true to who we are
today and moving forward.”
Hillsborough College offers
more than 200 academic op-
tions, including a Bach-

community,”  said elor of Science in nurs-
Dr. Kenneth Atwa- ing, associate in arts
ter,  Hillsborough B_EF HILLSBOROUGH and associate in science

College president.
"The design honors
our past while offering a more modern look
at who we are, what we offer and where
we're going. It underscores our commit-
ment to expanding opportunity, advancing
academic excellence and staying responsive
to the evolving needs of our community.”

The new brand identity was developed in
partnership with Sensory 5 and Trickey Jen-
nus, which incorporated feedback from col-
lege leadership, faculty, staff and students
to create a refreshed look that reflects the
college’s mission and values. The updated
system blends modern design elements that
bring the brand forward with intentional
references to the college’s legacy visuals,
resulting in a more cohesive and contem-
porary identity that honors the institution's
foundation.

"Our visual identity is often the first way

4 E4&» COLLEGE

degrees, college credit
certificates, postsecond-
ary adult vocational certificates, advanced
technical diplomas and certificates as well
as continuing education and lifelong learning
courses.

The new brand aims to unify how these
opportunities are presented across print,
digital and physical spaces, providing a con-
sistent experience for students, faculty, staff
and community partners.

The rollout includes updated signage
across campuses, new digital assets, re-
freshed print materials and a cohesive visual
system that will be incorporated into stu-
dent communications, outreach materials
and community engagement initiatives.

Hillsborough College serves more than
46,000 students annually at its five cam-
puses located throughout Tampa Bay. For
more information, visit www.hcfl.edu.

Home to more than 12,000 animals and world-class
coasters, Busch Gardens' Tampa Bay has camps for

both animal lovers and thrill seekers alike.

Kids in Kindergarten through 12t grade
can enroll in one-of-a-kind camps.

Day Camp: K-12t" « Resident Camp: 7t"-12t

Book today and start counting down to the best summer ever.

BuschGardens.com/camps ¢ (813)884-4FUN (4386)

ATIO
e
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PRESERVING BRANDON: GRASSROOTS
EFFORT KEEPS HISTORY ALIVE

There s
something
special about
a community
that chooses
to  remem-
ber where it
came from.

In a place
like Brandon,
a communi-
ty that has
grown  rap-
idly, it can
sometimes
feel like histo-
ry is being replaced faster than it can be
preserved. What was once a small town
founded in the 1800s has transformed
into a vibrant area filled with neighbor-
hoods, businesses and families.

But even as Brandon continues to grow,
its story still lives all around us in the
names of our streets, in historic homes
and in the memories of longtime residents.

That is where Preserving Brandon be-
gan.

Nearly two years ago, what started as
a simple observation turned into some-
thing much more meaningful. There was
no central place for people to come to-
gether to share stories, learn about local
history or support preservation efforts in
our community. Rather than waiting for
something to exist, a group of passionate
residents came together to create it.

Preserving Brandon was born from that
shared desire to connect, educate and cel-
ebrate the rich heritage of our community.

Since then, what began as a grassroots
effort has grown into a vibrant movement.
Today, we are proud to be a 501(c)(3)
nonprofit organization bringing togeth-
er neighbors, historians and community

HONORING OUR HE

RITAGE = INSPIRING OUR FUTURE

partners who share a common goal: en-
suring that Brandon's history is not lost
but honored and preserved for future gen-
erations.

Through community meetings, partner-
ships and events, we have created a space
where stories are shared, connections are
built and history comes to life. Whether
it's highlighting historic landmarks, sup-
porting local preservation initiatives or
simply gathering to learn from one an-
other, every effort helps strengthen our
community.

This May marks our two-year anniver-
sary, a milestone that belongs not just to
our organization but also to the entire
community that has supported and be-
lieved in this mission.

Preserving Brandon is, at its heart,
about people. It is about honoring those
who came before us, celebrating who we
are today and ensuring that future gen-
erations will always have a place to look
back and say, “This is where we came
from.”

And we are just getting started.

Everyone in the community can play a
part. Please get in touch with us at pre-
servingbrandon@gmail.com.

ESCAPE TO THE
EXTRAORDINARY

TICKETS ON SALE NOW

Support your
Florida Orchestra today
FloridaOrchestra.org/donate

"THE FLORIDA
ORCHESTRA

Michael Francis, Music Director

FloridaOrchestra.org | 727.892.3337
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VOLUNTEERS BEAUTIFY FUTURE HOME
OF SGT. 1ST CLASS AARON CORNELIUS

By Brian Bokor

lius V|5|ted Montana and re-
turned to skiing for the first
time in more than 13 years.

'T did — it's been about
13, 14 years — I went ski-
ing. I did the first two with
some assistance to remem-

- ber how to do it, and then I
d|d three runs down the slope by myself,”
he said.

He earned his sailing certification in St.
Petersburg and is continuing to stay ac-
tive within the community.

T got a tandem bike, so I'll try to get
somebody to jump on with me so I can
ride bikes too,” Cornelius said.

Looking ahead, Cornelius is preparing
for his first Boston 5K at the end of June,
an event hosted by the Boston Red Sox
that includes a visit to Fenway Park.

While the landscaping effort marked a
major step forward, another milestone is
quickly approaching. HFOT has scheduled
the official Key Ceremony for Saturday,
June 13, when Cornelius will receive the
keys to his new home.

The community is invited to attend the
outdoor ceremony. Check-in begins at
8:30 a.m., with the formal presentation
scheduled from 9-11 a.m.

Those interested in attending can RSVP
at www.hfotusa.org/cornelius.

Amémce

ASSISTED LIVING & MEMORY CARE

Residents and community
volunteers gathered in April
to help transform the future
home of US. Army Sgt. 1st
Class Aaron Cornelius during
a Volunteer Day organized T uﬂps
by Homes For Qur Troops vy our
(HFOT). LLEELLLERY

The event focused on Iandscapmg the
grounds of a specially adapted custom
home on Fishhawk Heights Road designed
to support the severely injured post-9/11
veteran. Volunteers spent the morning
planting and completing outdoor improve-
ments, with participants receiving com-
memorative T-shirts and lunch for their
efforts.

Cornelius, known locally for his positive
attitude and resilience, shared his outlook
on staying active and encouraging others
facing similar challenges.

“T just try to get out and help soldiers
and ... show them that, hey, if I can do it,
you know, get up and live life, because
life's too short as it is,” Cornelius said.

He also spoke about the importance of
perspective in everyday life.

"If you pay attention to the news, you're
going to be sad. ... Go out there and make
alife,” he added.

That mindset continues to shape his re-
covery and daily routine. Recently, Corne-

Creating the Best Day Possible
Independent Living

With Complimentary Services

Assisted Living

“Ambiance of Brandon...living your lifestyle”

Memory Care

“Living the present...cherishing the past.”

feels like to me
e
2SS, I
% ; ,,,“" -\'\‘ [ ) { ir
fJ iy iy % \’f :: 4\4’1/
Py | SR

Call Today to Schedule Your Personal Tour
Assisted Living Facility

813-607-6880

AmbianceBrandon.com | 1320 Oakfield Dr. Brandon, FL 33511
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'ART OF READING' PROGRAM
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VALRICO FOUNDERS TABLE PROVIDES
CONNECTION FOR LOCAL BUSINESSES

OPENS CHALLENGE FOR ALL AGES

Staff Report

The Hillsborough County Public Library
Cooperative is inviting residents of all
ages to turn the page on summer bore-
dom by joining its annual Summer Read-
ing Challenge, with registration opening
Monday, May 25.

Part of the 'Art of Reading' initiative,
the program encourages children, teens
and adults to log their reading through-
out the summer while earning prizes and
digital badges along the way. Partici-
pants can begin tracking their progress
starting Monday, June 1, using the Bean-
stack Tracker app or website.

Jason Rogers, programming manager,
said the challenge is designed to combat
the 'summer slide,’ a common learning
loss students experience when school is
out.

"It is intended to keep families and the
community reading throughout the sum-
mer, when reading and learning tends to
slow down a bit,” Rogers said.

Children and teens, ages 0-18, are chal-
lenged to read for a total of 24 hours,
while adults are encouraged to complete
four books. Along the way, participants
can earn incentives at registration, mid-
way and upon completion, including
books, badges and themed items. Some
prizes have been provided by the Tampa
Bay Sun Football Club.

In addition to milestone rewards, par-
ticipants will be entered into grand prize
drawings for items such as tickets to
ZooTampa at Lowry Park and tech prizes,
including AirPods Pro, a Nintendo Switch
Lite and an Echo Show. Prize drawings
will take place on Saturday, August 1,
with winners having until Monday, Au-
gust 31, to claim their items.

The program also includes partnerships
like '‘Reading with the Rays,’ where youth
can pick up a game card at their local
library branch to track reading progress
baseball-style. Completed cards can be
redeemed for prizes and a savings vouch-
er at Suncoast Credit Union locations.

Additionally, readers can participate in
‘Score Through Stories,” another incen-
tive-based program that rewards read-
ing time. Rogers noted that hours logged
count across all programs, giving partici-
pants more chances to win.

While the program emphasizes youth
literacy, Rogers said adults play a critical
role.

“It's so important for us to keep our
minds engaged so that we are constant-
ly learning,” he said. "We're constantly
making a better community and a better
society.”

To sign up and learn more, visit https://
hcplc.org/summer.

Sessions:
June 15 - July 24
Half-Day: 8:30-11:30 am
Full-Day: 8:30 am-3:30 pm

Registration fee: $100.00
Half-Day Session: $200/wk
Full-Day Session: $350/wk

2460 Bloomingdale Ave., Suite 170,
Valrico, FL 33596

easterseals

School for Limitless Learning

SPECIALIZED SUMMER
EDUCATION PROGRAM

For Neurodiverse Learners
& Other Related Disabilities

Join us for an inclusive summer program
designed for neurodiverse learners in
kindergarten to 2nd grade! Packed with
hands-on, interactive STEAM activities,
it's a supportive space where every
child can explore, grow, and thrive.

@ B813-236-5589 @ LimitlessLearning@esfl.org

Every week in Valrico, local business own-
ers meet over coffee to talk about their
businesses, what's working and not working
and how to grow successfully. They meet to
assist each other with problems, brainstorm
how to improve processes, and connect.

The Valrico Founders Table meets twice
weekly at Chill Cawfee on Lithia Pinecrest
Road. There are no dues, no business pitches
and no pressure. The group has a question
for discussion, time to share wins and fail-
ures and offer praise or ‘shout-outs' to each
other.

Connor Blackmon owns the Heroes Fit-
ness gym in Valrico. During the summer of
2025, he started the Valrico Founders Table
with a desire to connect with other local
business owners. At the time, Blackmon was
feeling the frustration of a business valley or
a dip in revenue. Inspired by the master-
mind principle in the book Think and Grow
Rich, by Napoleon Hill, Blackmon posted in a
community page on Facebook that he want-
ed to start a Friday morning coffee club for
like-minded, service-based business owners
who wanted to work together towards im-
provement.

“T didn't have a lot of expectations going
into this. I went into this saying I want to

By Jane Owen

connect with peo-
: = ple, and I want
a a' . a place where I
i @ can talk about my
struggles — more
than anything, be-
cause I was strug-
gling at the time,
&1 Blackmon said.
F  The group began
meeting on Fri-
- days in July 2025.
It grew quickly
and added a sec-
ond meeting on
Wednesdays at lunchtime.

"It's evolved into a support group. It's a
place for business owners to connect and
share insights. It's a place where you can be
vulnerable and be heard as well,” Blackmon
said.

Patti Sutherland, national marketplace
director for Christians in Business, said she
loves the Valrico Founders Table because it
is not a pitch group.

"Connor has put together a group of
young and older entrepreneurs who share
ideas and experiences. The exchanges every
meeting are different because of the ques-
tions he brings every time we meet. I have
learned a lot from this group, and T think
some of my expertise has been appreciated
too,” Sutherland said.

Chill Cawfee owner Tom Quigley said the
Valrico Founders Table creates real connec-
tion that benefits the community.

"When local founders support each other,
it builds a stronger, more resilient communi-
ty,” Quigley said.

The Valrico Founders Table meets at Chill
Cawfee, located at 3407 Lithia Pinecrest Rd.
in Valrico, on Wednesdays at 12:30 p.m. and
Fridays at 8 a.m. The Valrico Founders Table
can be found as a public group on Facebook.

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

How well are you and your loved
ones protected?

As your life changes, so do your insurance needs.
That’s why it’s important to review your coverage
regularly. An insurance review from Edward Jones
can also help ensure that:

* You have the appropriate amount and type

« Beneficiary designations are up-to-date and
policy ownership is listed properly.

« Your policies are performing as expected.

« Your premiums are still competitive.

CUSTOM HAIR

For the hair you’ve always wanted!

Since 1969

e FREE CONSULTATION!

e EUROPEAN HUMAN HAIR TOPPERS,
WIGS & BLENDS

e NON-SURGICAL BONDING options for
active men & women

e Chemotherapy and Alopecia Specialists
e | argest In-Stock Selection in Tampa Bay
e Non-Surgical Hair Replacement for Men

THE LOOK YOU WANT, WITHOUT THE SOUTH TAMPA PRICE!

CLEARWATER MALL BRANDON TAMPA
727-725-1052 813-651-9484 813-932-5327

56336-1

customhairtampabay.com « APPOINTMENT ONLY PLEASE

of coverage for your needs.

Call today for a complimentary review to help ensure your policies
fully meet your needs and those of your loved ones.

Edward Jones is a licensed insurance producer in all states and Washington, D.C., through Edward D. Jones & Co., L.P., and in California,New Mexico and
Massachusetts through Edward Jones Insurance Agency of California, L.L.C.; Edward Jones Insurance Agency of New Mexico, L.L.C.; and Edward Jones
Insurance Agency of Massachusetts, L.L.C.

Adam M benAbram
Financial Advisor

10312 W Bloomingdale Ave
Suite 105

Riverview, FL 33578
813-626-3052

INS-3518I-A-E-FL-1 EXP 30 NOV 2027 © 2026 EDWARD D. JONES & CO., L.P. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. AECSPAD 28439916

www.edwardjones.com/adam-benabram
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SENATOR MOODY HONORS HCA BRANDON
NURSE WITH FLORIDA'S FINEST AWARD

Staff Report
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TESSERA SENIOR COMMUNITY

REIMAGINED AS AMBIANCE AT BRANDON

By Marie Gilmore

* | HCA Florida
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) _FLORIDAS FINEST

Sharon Gibbs, director of critical care at HCA Florla’a Brandon Hospital,
(center) stands with Jeff Pollier after being honored with the Florida’s
Finest Award by Sen. Ashley Moody due to Gibbs' quick actions during a

heart attack.

What began as a life-or-death moment .

in a community garden has become a
powerful story of survival, teamwork and
recognition at HCA Florida Brandon Hos-
pital. Recently, Florida Senator Ashley
Moody honored Sharon Gibbs, director of
critical care at HCA Florida Brandon Hos-
pital, with the Florida's Finest Award for
her heroic actions that helped save the life
of Jeff Pollier.

Jeff Pollier and his wife, Robin Pollier,
were present for the surprise presen-
tation, making the moment even more
meaningful.

Just months earlier, Jeff Pollier col-
lapsed from a heart attack while garden-
ing with Robin Pollier at their plot in the
community garden in Sun City Center. By
chance, Gibbs was nearby and immediate-
ly sprang into action. She began CPR while
others retrieved an automated external
defibrillator, or AED, delivering the critical
care needed to restore his heartbeat.

Emergency responders transported Jeff
Pollier to HCA Florida South Shore Hos-
pital, where physicians identified severe

HCA Florida ;

blockages in three major
coronary arteries. He was
then transferred to HCA
o Florida Brandon Hospi-
tal for advanced cardiac
| care, where a multidisci-
¥ plinary team performed a
lifesaving quadruple by-
pass surgery.

During the award pre-
sentation, Moody recog-
nized Gibbs not only for
her quick thinking and
clinical expertise but also
for embodying the com-
passion and readiness
that define health care
professionals across Flor-
ida. Her actions serve as a powerful re-
minder of the importance of CPR training
and access to AEDs and the impact of be-
ing prepared to act in an emergency.

Stories like Jeff Pollier's highlight the
critical role of teamwork across HCA Flor-
ida Healthcare facilities. From the imme-
diate response in the community to ad-
vanced cardiac care in the hospital, every
step played a part in giving him a second
chance at life.

Now reunited and thriving, Jeff and
Robin Pollier stood alongside Gibbs during
the ceremony, a full circle moment that
underscored the lifesaving difference one
person and one team can make. For Jeff
Pollier, that difference means more time
with his wife, his family and the life they
have built together.

Jeff Pollier described his recovery in
simple terms: "I'm living on bonus time
now."

For the team at Brandon Hospital and
South Shore Hospital, it is a reminder of
their shared mission: to care for and im-
prove human life.

A familiar se-
nior living com- i
munity in Bran- focus i
don is entering on creating a

a new chapter
under new own-
ership, bringing a
refreshed vision
while maintain-
ing its longstanding commitment to care.

Now known as Ambiance at Brandon, the
community formerly operated as Tessera
of Brandon continues to offer assisted liv-
ing and memory care services for seniors,
including those living with Alzheimer's
disease and dementia. Providence Senior
Living is a private company, backed by se-
nior housing developers, that functions as
an owner/operator of senior living com-
munities exclusively in Florida. Thanks to
the new ownership, Ambiance at Brandon
is now locally owned and managed. It be-
lieves senior care is meant to be hands-on
and that every life it touches is a member
of its family.

That's why it carefully chose its team
members for its passion and senior living
backgrounds. Its team has more than 75
years of assisted living and memory care
management experience combined, resi-
dents are known from the top down and its
executives are integrated into daily opera-
tions. It is committed to serving residents
in a manner that aligns with its Providence
Senior Living pillars: love, empowerment,
excellence and purpose. With new leader-
ship in place, the goal is to blend enhanced
amenities and updated programming with a
resident-centered approach that prioritizes
individual preferences and daily routines.

The transition reflects a broader invest-
ment in elevating both the environment and
experience for residents and their families.

Community
leaders said the
remains

supportive, en-
DON gaging atmo-

ASSISTED LIVING & MEMORY CARE sphere  where

..., residents  can

~ maintain inde-

pendence while receiving personalized as-
sistance when needed.

Residents at Ambiance at Brandon have
access to a range of services designed to
simplify daily life and promote well-being.
These include restaurant-style dining across
multiple venues, weekly housekeeping and
laundry, scheduled transportation and help
with activities of daily living. On-site thera-
pies and a fitness center featuring special-
ized HUR equipment are also available to
support physical health.

Beyond essential services, the commu-
nity emphasizes lifestyle and connection.
Residents can spend time outdoors on land-
scaped patios, relax under a gazebo, stroll
through garden paths and take part in rec-
reational activities such as bocce ball, pool
and putt-putt golf. Social opportunities and
structured activities are designed to en-
courage engagement while respecting each
resident's pace and interests.

Jill Andrew, marketing director, said the
transition represents “new owners, same
heart,” emphasizing continuity in care
alongside thoughtful improvements.

They invite prospective residents and
families to visit, meet staff, and explore
whether the updated Ambiance lifestyle is
the right fit.

Ambiance at Brandon is located at 1320
Oakfield Dr. Brandon. For more information,
visit www.ambiancebrandon.com.

PINCH-A-PENNY.
POOL-PATIO-SPA

SCHEDULE YOUR FREE

- CONSULTATION TODAY—

INCLUDES A TOUR OF

he Perfect People For A Perfect Pool

POOLS WE'VE BUILT FOR
HOMEOWNERS LIKE YOU




Page 26

Valrico Edition

MEET PETERKIN: HIGH 5, INC AQUATIC

DIRECTOR AND FO

RMER OLYMPIAN

Jamie Peterkin is the aquatics direc-
tor and head coach of Blue Wave Swim-
ming at High 5 Inc. He started with the
organization almost five years ago as the
head age group coach. Since then, he has
worked his way up to the roles he holds
today.

Peterkin was born in Barbados and
raised in Saint Lucia. Growing up in the
Caribbean, he has many memories of go-
ing to the beach, being outside and playing
different sports. At age 16, he was award-
ed an Olympic Solidarity scholarship for
swimming at Pine Crest High School in
Fort Lauderdale and was coached by Jay
Fitzgerald.

Two years later, at age 18, Peterkin was
selected to represent Saint Lucia in the
2000 Sydney Olympics. There, he and his
teammate, Sherri Scobbie Henry, became
the first male and female swimmers to
represent Saint Lucia at the Olympics.

"This opportunity sparked my desire to
give back to my country, and it guided me
to become a swim coach, as well as being
raised by a swim coach, my dad, David,”
said Peterkin.

He started to coach in 2007, which
opened up many more opportunities for

By Emily Harper

him to represent his country. He became
Saint Lucia’s national team coach and
eventually returned to the Olympic stage
as a coach.

Because of his reputation in the swim-
ming world, he was invited to provide live
broadcast commentary for the swimming
events of the 2008 and 2010 Olympics
for the Caribbean. Additionally, Peterkin
hosted several sports radio shows in Saint
Lucia, along with a weekly show with
his father called AquaScope, to promote
aquatic sports and safety. Now, he co-
hosts a podcast called Cinco Squad with
his close friends, which he has been doing
for the past four years.

Peterkin uses his past experiences in
the sports world, specifically swimming,
to succeed in his role with High 5 Inc. He
strives to not only be a caring coach but
also to build camaraderie within his pro-
gram, creating a second family for his ath-
letes.

"Coaching isn't for the faint of heart, but
getting to really know these families and
kids and becoming part of their life be-
yond the pool is awesome,” said Peterkin.

For more info on swim and aquatic pro-
grams, visit www.high5inc.org/

SUPPORT CHRIS CIULLA FOR HONORARY

MAYOR OF EAST HILL

SBOROUGH COUNTY

Meet Chris Ciulla, the
executive who  swapped

corporate cape for a chef's ap
an
East Hillsborough County!

Since planting his roots in the local
scene, Chris has been a whirlwind
of community spirit; championing

small  businesses, raIIyinﬁ for % % % % % * * *
nonprofits, and throwing himself

into initiatives like a party lanner |

on a mission. Whether he's hosting

shindigs, volunteering his time,

crafting alliances, Chris is the local

hero with a heart of gold!

IN BENNEFIT OF:

\\ [y ’
ECH.§§ FORGOTTENANGELS

FUNDRAISING EVENTS:

sy, Monday, June 1

KICK OFF EVENT

we, TUesday, June 9

Boot Scootin’ Bingo -
BINGO + Line Dancing

oy Saturday, June 13

Sit. Stay & Sip -
All Day Dog Party

oty Friday, June 19 .

Ma)(‘oral Royale Casino Nlght
& Chef Soiree at The Regent

sty Saturday, June 27
Chris Rocks The Vote -
Music Festival

former

is now a culinary crusader in

his
ron
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A KID'S PLACE OF TAMPA BAY
CELEBRATES LIVES CHANGED DURING
FOSTER CARE AWARENESS MONTH

Staff Report

. . . | .
May is National Foster Care Awareness
Month. This is a time to help shine a light
on more than 4,000 children in foster care
across the Tampa Bay area. At A Kid's Place
of Tampa Bay, this month reminds us of our
mission: To provide a safe, loving and nur-
turing home for children in foster care. Since
opening our doors in 2009, we have helped
more than 1,700 children and over 750 fam-
ilies. We are able to care for children from
newborns to 18 years old on our main cam-
pus, and we are also proud to have expand-
ed our services through our Extended Foster
Care program, supporting young adults ages
18-23 as they transition into adulthood.

Every day at A Kid's Place is centered
around creating stability, comfort and nor-
malcy for the children who call our campus
home. From school support and counseling
to fun activities and shared meals, our goal
is to make sure each child feels safe, valued
and supported while they are with us. To
help our community better understand the
heart of our mission, we want to introduce
you to some of the incredible young people
who live at A Kid's Place. While every child
has their own unique story, they all share the
same hopes: to be heard, to be supported
and to be treated just like any other kid.

We sat down with four of
our teens and tweens for a very
special ‘Take 5" conversation to
learn more about them beyond
their circumstances. We talked
about their favorite foods, hid-
den talents, funniest moments,
dream vacations and the ac-
tivities they are most excited
= to try this summer. Their an-
' swers were full of personality,
creativity and resilience. This
small glimpse into their lives
reminds us that foster care is not just about
placement; it is about childhood, growth and
possibility. These kids are more than their
circumstances; they are athletes, friends and
dreamers.

When siblings Emma (8) and Lucas (7)
arrived at our home, they carried visible
trauma. Both struggled academically, had
difficulty regulating emotions and were
physically withdrawn. Most of all, they were
terrified of being separated — something
they had already endured once before. Today,
Emma is reading above grade level and leads
her class with confidence. Lucas, once silent,
is now joyful, engaged and thriving socially.
Their health has improved; their laughter
has returned, and — most importantly —
their trust has been restored. We are proud
to share that Emma and Lucas are currently
in the process of being fostered-to-adopt by
aloving young couple, ready to provide them
with a permanent home — together.

We invite you to take a moment this
month to learn more, show support and help
us continue building a place where children
feel safe, seen and loved.

Visit our website, https://akidsplacetb.
org/, or call 813-381-3839 to learn more.

Glaros Law & Associates
glaroslaw.com

Qoin the Funl

I'm running for the 2026 Honorary Mayor of East Hillsborough
with a simple mission: to support and amplify the organizations already

doing meaningful work in our community.

June 6th
Splash Bash 6:00 pm
@ High5

For more than 20 Years, I've served Tampa Bay families as an attorney,
focusing on family law and personal injury. I've helped people through
some of life’s most difficult moments, which has shown me how important

strong support systems truly are. Before opening my firm, | served as an

June Tith
Music Bingo 6:00 pm
@ Tiki Docks River Bar & Grill

Assistant Attorney General for the State of Florida, reinforcing my
commitment to advocacy and standing up for others.

Outside of work, I'm a proud father of two. Like many families here, we're

June 19th

Chef Soirée

Doors Open 6:30 pm

@ The Regent -
campaign.

June 26"

The Amazing Race 6:00 pm

@Presbyterian Church of

Bloomingdale

To Register, email

focused on raising our children with strong values, responsibility, and a
commitment to showing up for others.

That perspective is what led me to support the organizations behind this

High 5 Inc provides after-school programs, mentorship, and opportunities
that give kids a safe place to grow and succeed. The Impact Program
equips young people with the tools to make informed decisions through
education, prevention, and character development. Raining Cats and Dogs
Shelter and Sanctuary cares for animals while promoting compassion,

Glaros4mayor@gmail.com  esponsibility, and community values.

This campaign is an opportunity to make a real impact. You can get
involved by attending events, sponsoring, donating, or helping spread

awareness.

At the end of the day, what we do here matters.The way we show up for

front of us.

Steven J. Glaros
813-854-1234

Steven@glaroslaw.com

Wy benefilling

Charities are:

VRS

i

our community matters. The opportunity to make a difference is right in

RAINING CATS & DOGS
SHELTER % SHETHARY

" weacT @GlarosForMayor
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Hurricanes are
powerful and de-
structive natural
disasters that can
cause significant
damage to commu-
nities, infrastructure
and the environment.
Understanding  hur-
ricanes, how they !
form, their poten-
tial impacts and the
importance of pre-
paredness can help
reduce the risks they pose to individuals
and communities.

The Dangers of Hurricanes

While hurricanes are known for their
strong winds, they can cause a variety
of dangerous effects:

1. Strong Winds: Winds can cause
buildings to collapse, trees to fall and
power lines to snap, as well as flying de-
bris.

2. Flooding: Heavy rainfall can lead to
flash flooding and river flooding, sub-
merging roads, homes and infrastruc-
ture.

3. Storm Surges: A storm surge occurs
when strong winds push seawater onto
the land, causing coastal flooding and
damage, often the most deadly aspect.

4. Tornadoes: Hurricanes can spawn
tornadoes, which can further increase
damage and risk.

5. Power Outages: Power can be out
for up to seven days.
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6. Food Shortages:
With the lack of pow-
er, stores are closed,
refrigerators no lon-
ger work and trans-
portation of food be-
comes difficult.

Preparing for a
Hurricane

Proper preparation
can save lives and
reduce property dam-
age. The SouthShore
Disaster Council is
hosting two hurricane preparedness
symposiums, one on Saturday, May 30,
at 10:30 a.m. at Calvery Church, located
at 1250 E. College Ave. in Ruskin, and
the other on Thursday, June 11, at 10:30
a.m. at Sun City Center United Method-
ist Church, located at 1971 Haverford
Ave. in Sun City Center.

Please attend one of these informative
presentations, which will include HCFR,
HCSO, local utilities and other catastro-
phe and disaster preparation and re-
covery resources. Learn your evaluation
zone, how to prepare your home, how to
deal with evacuations and how to shel-
ter in place.

Conclusion

Hurricanes are among the most pow-
erful and destructive natural disasters,
but with proper awareness, preparation,
and action, the risk they pose can be
minimized. Educate yourself and make
a plan.

N

K=-8TH TUITION
FREE PUBLIC
CHARTER SCHOOL

NOW ENROLLING
e6-27

Leader in Me School
1to 1 Apple Technology
S.M.ARR.T. Curriculum
Before/After Care
Science and Engineering

(813) 603

NAVIGATORACADEMYVALRICO.COM

/N Caring
& Transitions.

- Senior Relocation - Downsizing - Estate Sales -

Wherever you are headed,

help is always just
a phone call away.

e Senior Relocation

e Moving Assistance

e Estate Liquidation

e Online Auctions

e Home Clean-outs

e Packing Services

813.578.8656

AJohnson@CaringTransitions.com CaringTransitionsOfRiverviewFl.com
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BROKEN MIRR
BENT WHEEL?"

WE’VE GOT THE PART YOU NEED
— AT A PRICE YOU'LL LOVE!

LARGE INVENTORY OF
QUALITY USED PARTS

Foreign Cars - Domestic Cars
* SUVs ¢ Light Trucks

L 813-689-8131
¢ 3159 E. State Road 60, Valrico

Locally owned and ready to help you
get back on the road!

AL

Angel N7

FOUNDATION FL

Angel Hearts Lifting Up Families in Crisis

Evening of Hope

Honoring the Past...Carrying it Forward

Save the Datel!l

October 9, 2026 The Regent
AngeIFoundationFL.com

Bloomingdale Theatre

EN OF

Aleena Lopez

Evan Valencia
Alesya Enyart
Trinity Walton
Anjali Pathania
Vikramaditya Pathania
Drake Boyce
Jaime Amador

Jaylene Jones
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Grace Notes

Rooting for the Underdog
By Debora Coty

"Behold, the winter is past. ... The flow-
ers have already appeared in the land...
and the vines in blossom have given forth
their fragrance,” (Song of Solomon, 2:11-
13 NASB).

Interest in flowers peaks in the spring-
time, when in most regions of our fair
country, flowers pop up and burst forth
with fragrant blooms that tickle our var-
ious fancies.

Here in Florida, though, the state
named for its incredible flora and fau-
na, spring sprang back in February, and
the blossoms are now struggling to keep
from shriveling up to beef jerky status in
the daily 90-degree heat.

Despite sprouting in a blast furnace,
the amazing, wee crocus has recently
captured my attention. No, not despite
it, because of it.

These lovely, delicate-appearing but
stalwart-in-constitution little underdogs
are not to be denied — they pop up ev-
erywhere. Like a surprise blessing from
the Master Creator. A relative of the iris
and the source of saffron (the priciest
spice in the world), many survive in blaz-
ing sun-drenched places where wind or
rain has blown their sturdy little seeds to

reach out in propagation glory.

The determined crocus puts up with ev-
erything nature and mankind bombards
upon it and keeps smiling.

Reminds me of another underdog who
happens to be a real dog. My rescue pup,
Laz the Resurrection Dog, so named be-
cause his heart stopped beating for sev-
eral minutes until he was miraculously
resuscitated. Laz has tolerated a lot of
blast furnace stuff during his lifetime,
including abuse, abandonment and, yes,
even death.

Yet Laz puts up with everything that
comes at him and keeps smiling.

I want to be more like that. When
a blast of life's heat hits me, I want to
grow, not grouse. To weather it, not with-
er. To smile, not grimace. I want to keep
striving, not roll over and play dead.

We all root for zealous underdogs and
persevering crocuses, don't we? Rocky
Balboa; Cinderella; the tortoise racing the
hare; Ru-dy, Ru-dy! So, I'm thinking that
Papa God has a special place in His heart
for underdogs who keep pressing on de-
spite the oppressive heat blasting their
way. Would that be you, my friend? What
heat blasts have you endured lately?

Debora M. Coty is an inspirational speaker and award-winning author of
over 40 books, including the bestselling Too Blessed to be Stressed series. Visit

with Debora anytime at www.DeboraCoty.com.

Dr. Ashley

Carlson

Acupuncture Physician
Private room consultation & treatment

Services Offered:

Acupuncture | Cupping | Injection Therapy
Vitamin Injections | Herbal Consult

Conditions Treated:

Chronic Pain | Sciatica | Sports Injury | Tendonitis
Digestive Issues | Heartburn | Headaches
Migraines | IBS | Nausea | Vomiting | And Many More!

If you don’t see your condition listed let’s connect and see what acupuncture can do for you.

You're just a poke away from balanced heaith!
813.535.0693 | FloatingSpringsacu.com
500 Vonderburg Dr. 214C West

SCHOOLFRCCK
MUSIC CAMPS 7 KIDS & TEENS

New Lower Camp Prices and save more with the code below

SUMMERROCK

SCHOOL OF ROCK VALRICO
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ENTERING MY 70S ON TWO
WHEELS'

"But  those  who &
hope in the Lord will re-
new their strength. They
will soar on wings like |
eagles; they will run and il TRl
not grow weary, they / 0 ( '
will walk and not be _ ; AL
faint" (Isaiah 40:31). L= =

We are now almost one month into both
my new decade (the 70s) and my 'shall I —
shan't I?" dance with riding a bicycle. The
70s, of course, are inevitable; the biking is
something I still have to decide.

Little by little I have been breaking my-
self in. This week, I skipped one day and
then, Wednesday and Thursday, did my first
8-mile effort. I pushed it pretty hard but fin-
ished the ride convinced I have been making
progress.

Friday morning, I agreed to an outing with
‘the biker gang’ and they showed up at Maul-
Hall at 8:15 with the intention of getting me
all the way to the village of Speed and back,
16 miiles total.

What a beautiful morning. We set out at
around 65 degrees, and it was 76 when we
got back. Not just to speed but at speed, no
less.

I was pleased with how well I maintained
pace, and it proved to be a really enjoyable
ride. We put in a slight scenic detour on
the way home, and by the time we made it
back to Saint Patrick Street we had logged
in over 19 miles.

I believe what made this more doable
was the encouragement from the guys who
rode with me. Not just ‘doable’ but more

like eagles’ wings, run-
ning — riding — and
not growing weary.

This point — this
principle — has been
a foundational pillar of
my approach to teach-
“ing and encouraging
men over the past several decades. The
American ‘manly men go it alone’ ethos is
not only impractical; it is counter to God's
fundamental design and intention. We were
created for community, for communion both
with God and with one another.

I do not know if I will be a reqular partic-
ipant in some of these insanely demanding
bicycle rides — but I do understand that
the men I am getting to know and genuinely
love here in Tarboro (at church, and in the
community) help me to ride on eagles’ wings
in many ways.

"You yourselves have seen what I did to
Egypt, and how I carried you on eagles’
wings and brought you to myself,” (Exodus
19:4). Tired ... and grateful. — DEREK

Derek Maul has written for
many news outlets including
the Tampa Tribune, The United
Methodist News Service, All Pro
Dad, FOCUS Magazine, News-
week, USA Today, The Chris-
tian Science Monitor, Presby-
terians Today, Guideposts, Chicken Soup for the Soul
and many other publications. Read Derek Mauls
daily blog posts at www.derekmaul.wordpress.com.
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#1 BUG MUGGERS
SINCE 1973
TERMIDOR 10 YEAR GUARANTEE AGAINST SUBTERRANEAN TERMITES,

FOR A FREE ESTIMATE ~
CALL (813)685-7711

& @@E

MAIN OFFICE: 108 S. ST. CLOUD AVE, VALRICO
HOURS: 6AM - 6 PM
FAX (813)685-3607 | BRANDONPESTCONTROLE@TAMPABAY.RR.COM

SERVING: CLEARWATER - TAMPA -

ORLANDO - PLANT CITY

$20
OFF

ANY FAN PURCHASE OF
$299* OR MORE!

MUST PRESENT COUPON
Not valid with any other offers

Coupon Expires 06/15/26

Celebrating 45 Years of Staying Cool!
v In-Store Warranties v Parts & Services Available ¥ Locally Owned

72” Skyray
DC Motor

WiFi Enabled
Real Wood Blades

LARGEST SELECTION OF
INDOOR & OUTDOOR
FANS ANYWHERE!
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UNITED WAY SUNCOAST NAMES BUCS
EXECUTIVE KOURTNEY SANCHEZ AS CEO
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TAX COLLECTOR LAUNCHES BUS
BRINGING SERVICES TO RESIDENTS

The United Way Sun-
coast Board of Directors
has selected Tampa Bay
Buccaneers executive
Kourtney Sanchez as its
next CEO, effective Mon-
day, June 1.

Sanchez brings a wealth
of experience to United
Way Suncoast, having
most recently served as
the Bucs' chief impact
officer. In that role, she
helmed the NFL fran-
chise's community team, overseeing all
philanthropic strategies, growth and imple-
mentation for local and national programs
and partnerships. Additionally, she served
as the executive director of the Glazer Fam-
ily Foundation and the Glazer Vision Foun-
dation, partnering with the family on all of
their personal philanthropic initiatives.

"Kourtney brings an exceptional amount
of leadership experience and development
acumen to United Way Suncoast,” United
Way Suncoast Board Chair Sara Nichols
said. "Her work across several organiza-
tions helped her rise from a pool of nearly
300 applicants compiled by the Winner
Partners search firm during our four-month
national recruitment process.”

"Kourtney matched her record of accom-
plishment with an energetic approach and
innovative ideas needed to continue lead-
ing United Way Suncoast into its second
century of service,” said Nichols. "It's her
experience and insight that won the board
over."

A third-generation Tampa Bay native,
Sanchez has combined more than a de-
cade’s worth of experience in the nonprof-
it sector with an educational background
that includes degrees from the University
of Florida and Duke University and a cer-

Staff Report

tificate in leadership
from Harvard Univer-
sity.

"I'm excited about
joining the United Way
Suncoast team and
helping this talent-
ed group build on its
102 years of success,”
Sanchez said. "I am
passionate about up-
lifting our community.
Through my previous
nonprofit work, TI've
witnessed the power individuals and or-
ganizations have in curating positive social
change.

"Inspired by that experience, I'm confi-
dent I can blend what I've learned about
philanthropic and for-profit strategies to
support our mission work."

In addition to her work with the Bucs,
Sanchez has also proven herself by suc-
cessfully handling roles in community en-
gagement, strategic planning, communica-
tions and fundraising.

She previously worked in development
roles for AdventHealth, the Cholangiocar-
cinoma Foundation, the American Heart
Association and the Pediatric Cancer Foun-
dation.

"T know what it's like to approach funders
and donors as a fundraiser,” Sanchez said.
“And I know from working with the Bucs
how funders like to be approached. I don't
look at fundraising as transactional. It's
about building and maintaining relation-
ships.”

Sanchez replaces former United Way
Suncoast CEO Jessica Muroff, who left in
January to lead the Community Foundation
of Sarasota County as its CEQ.

For more, visit the website directly at
www./unitedwaysuncoast.org/

Yes to New
Adventures

No Place Like This Place

CAMPO FAMILY YMCA
813.684.1371

NORTH BRANDON
FAMILY YMCA
813.685.5402

SPURLINO FAMILY YMCA
AT BIG BEND ROAD
813.228.9622

YMCA CAMP CRISTINA
813.677.8400

Staff Report
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Hillsborough County Tax Collector Nan-
cy Millan announced the launch of MILES
(Mobile IDs, Licenses and Essential Ser-
vices), a mobile service center bringing key
tax collector services directly into neigh-
borhoods.

Services offered include: Driver licenses,
IDs, Property tax payments, Vehicle regis-
tration renewals, Handicap placards and
Vehicle titles.

"MILES is about accessibility and conve-
nience. Not everyone can get to an office,
so we're bringing the office to them,” said
Millan. “Whether you're a senior, a small
business owner or a family juggling a busy
schedule, MILES makes it easier to stay up
to date on registrations, renewals and es-
sential services. \We're committed to ensur-
ing no community is left behind.”

Accessibility  features include: An
ADA-compliant ramp, Widened entry and
maneuverable interior space, ower count-
ers and bilingual signage and Staff trained
for disability and seniors.

"MILES will make a meaningful differ-
ence for seniors and underserved communi-
ties,” added Hillsborough County Commis-

MilesBusHcTc ¢
- g

sioner Gwen
Myers. “For
many fam-
ilies, some-
thing as
simple  as
renewing a
registration
or updating
& paperwork
= can become
~ a real hard-
ship.  This
mobile re-
source helps
~ lift that bur-

den and en-
sures our most vulnerable residents aren't
left behind.”

MILES will begin a scheduled rotation of
senior centers, rural communities, libraries
and major neighborhood events. Residents
can learn more about MILES at www.
milesbushctc.com.

MILES is a first-of-its-kind commit-
ment to proactive public service - one that
moves beyond traditional office walls to
bring real, in-person Tax Collector services
directly into the neighborhoods, senior
centers, business districts, and community
spaces that make up Hillsborough County.

This initiative is part of Tax Collector
Nancy Millan's ongoing commitment to
accessible government services. MILES is
a fully equipped mobile service unit that
travels directly into Hillsborough County
communities, bringing IDs, driver licenses,
registration renewals, and other essential
Tax Collector services to residents where
they live, work, and gather.

If you are interested in requesting a
MILES appearance, visit www.hillstaxfl.
gov/miles-bus/.
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ACCREDITED

With over 25 different camp options throughout
the Tampa YMCA area, there’s something for
every camper to enjoy! From art and gymnastics
to ziplining and splashing in our pools the
Y is the ultimate summer destination.

REGISTER ONLINE

tampaymca.org/LETSCAMP »




OSPREY OBSERVER VALRICO EDITION MAY 2026 Vol. 23, Iss. 5

Sponsored by:

SERVER

Your CoMmMuniTY NEWSPAPER

Edited by:
Jenny Bennett

Expansion

76 Fence has announced
its largest multiterritory =5 3
commitment in  Florida
to date: seven territories
awarded to Tom and Kate '
Donnelly. Tom  Donnelly -
brings leadership and op-
erations management ex-
perience, while Kate Don- [
nelly contributes expertise 2,
in business administration ~
and client relations. Together, they are build-
ing a family-operated fencing business de-
signed to scale across multiple territories.

76 Fence provides top-quality gates and
fences for home and business owners in the
local community. With years of experience in
the fencing industry, it has established a rep-
utation for delivering high-quality personal-
ized fencing solutions.

For more information, visit
https://76fence.com/tampa.

Shadetree = Apartments
Is More Than A Place To
Live — It’s A Place To Be-
long

From the moment you arrive,
you'll feel the sense of community
that sets Shadetree Apartments
in Ruskin apart. Residents enjoy
fun and engaging events, on-site food trucks,
and thoughtful experiences that make
Shadetree a place people are proud to call
home for the long term. At Shadetree, you'l

and connect|on Every space is designed to
help you slow down, recharge and truly feel
at home. It's proudly pet-friendly; with two
spacious dog parks, dog water fountains,
outdoor pet washing stations and plenty

of room to run and play, your four-legged 3

family members are just as welcome here
as you are. Whether your lifestyle is active,
laid-back, social or somewhere in between,
Shadetree Apart-
ments fits your
rhythm. Schedule
a tour at www.
shadetree.apart-

ments, meet its
friendly team and
experience  first-
hand why life at
Shadetree isn't
just lived — it's en-
SHADETREE joye

Summer Athlete Training Pro-

gram At Fitness Forge
This summer, Fitness Forge, located at

find a perfect balance of peace, comfort 13456 Boyette Rd. in Riverview, is offering

LION & HYENA RIDGE
COMING SOON

Busc
Ggrdens \Q’

TAMPA BAY

annual pass

108 . SCTVEr.coIm
De.nﬂlne 15th nt each month.

high level. On the indoor turf, athletes

@ FIGIESS will train speed, agility and explosive-
< FORCE ness with drills that directly translate

to sport.
Proper nutrition is also coached —
what to eat before, during and after

STUDENT/ATHLETE SUMMER PROGRAM

PRIOGRAM competition.
RIS CONTINGTRUS The goal is simple: to leave stronger,
s faster and more prepared than ever.
-STRENGTH TRAINING admin®fitnessforge2025.com Visit _www.fit_nessforge2025.com
-HYPERTROPHY o13-654-1313 for more information.

INJURY PREVENTIOK I Sunset Estate Liquidations
“NUTRITION Founded in 2026, Sunset Estate
~AGILITY TRAINING Liquidations was created to support

seniors and their families during im-
portant life changes, particularly
during estate transitions. Recognizing
a need for trustworthy, streamlined

a dlscounted program for local student ath— com zer}[/(l)ceiofc;;eeste%e SZIEQZ' :etr bu'tlz ﬂ:)?c
letes ready to level up. Its training is built pany to provide guiida very step

around real results the way. Sunset Estate Liquidations takes

strength, size, speed and a_ personalized ap-
durability. Athletes will fol- proach to every
low a structured strength proJ?Ct' talloring its
program using proven lifts SEFVICES e dme](cat thﬁ
like squats, bench press unique needs ot eacl
and Romanian deadlifts client - during t heu*
to increase power and estate _tr§n5|t|on,
performance. For muscle whether_ it involves
growth, it tracks progress conducting an e_state
using Styku 3D body scans, sale or managing a
giving athletes real data professional  estate

. o liquidation.
on their body composition L .
throughout the summer. Sunset Estate Liquidations is locat-

Tnjury prevention is a priotity. Tt incorpo- ed at 4057 Forecast Dr. in Brandon. Call

rates mobility, fleibility and stability training SL>400-1647 or visit its website at

to keep athletes healthy and performing at a vs{vyw.su_nsetesta’gel|qU|dat|ons.com for ad-
ditional information.
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GET UNLIMITED VISITS
WITH AN ANNUAL PASS!

Taxes, blockout dates, service fees, and other restrictions may apply. ©United Parks & Resorts, Inc.
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building a brighter tomorrow

inal Opportunity in
Lake Toscana
Only 5 opportunities remain.

$50,000 off your
design selections™

1/2 acre lots, semi-custom == g ! ; g
Ihomes lake or conservation % v s
views on every lot

813-934-2206

Visit Our Model Home
5333 Lake Venice Dr
Wimauma, FL 33598

BRIDGEWATER
NDIN

LEAS E G

Discover carefree living in our
welcoming 55+ apartment
community. Enjoy spacious homes,
modern conveniences, and a friendly
atmosphere where neighbors
become friends. With beautifully
Mmaintained grounds and a location
close to shopping and dining, you'll
find the perfect blend of comfort,
Independence, and connection.

1&2 Bedroom Water Included In Unit Washer/Dryer
813-934-2204 | leasing@bridgewaterlandings.com
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NEW SEASON, NEW POSSIBILITIES

Hlging Pugers & Sullers Make Maves it confidened
THE

RESIDENTIAL RESALE AGENT IN
VALRICO & HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY

2811 N62ND ST
$2,375,000

e

5.5-ACRE COMMERCIAL LOT IN TAMPA

8813 S LAGOON ST 2109 LITHIA PINECREST RD

4BR/3.5BA + 2 LOFTS + CARPORT + SAUNA 5 OFFICES/ 2 BATHS + PREMIUM ROAD
+ HOT TUB + WATERFRONT + DOCK FRONTAGE
$1,350,000 $499,000

2413 BAYSHORE BLVD #1003
2BR/2BA + 2 ASSIGNED SPOTS +
FABULOUS BAY VIEWS

1741MYRTLERD 6119 BRADFORD WOODS DR

$975,000

Top Producer
2002-2025

AR

19914 BLUFF OAK BLVD 1721 TROPICANA WAY 1216 BRANDON LAKES AV 2413 BAYSHORE BLVD #1903
5BR/3BA/3CAR + BONUS + POOL + 3BR/2BA/2CAR + POOL 3BR/2BA/2CAR + LAKEFRONT + DOCK 2BR/2BA + 2 ASSIGNED SPOTS +
Wé\ggg (\)/(I)I(E)W $400,000 $600,000 FABULOUS BAY VIEWS

3006 DRAKES LANDING (T _

615 E DAVIS BLVD
3BR/2BA + DESIRABLE LOCATION 4BR/4.5BA/3CAR + POOL + GUEST 4BR/2BA/2CAR + COVERED PATIO 4BR/3BA/2CAR + CONVERTED BAY
$719,000 HOUSE + 2.96 ACRES $319,000 $500,000

Direct: 813-924-8677
Office: 813-655-5333
Brenda@BrendaWade.com

www.BrendaWade.com
1709 Bloomingdale Ave, Valrico, FL 33596

“2228VALRICOFORESTDR 2963 HICKORY GROVEDR 8346 IVY STARK BOULEVARD 707 ORCHARD ISLECT
4BR/3BA/3CAR + OFFICE + POOL 3BR/2BA/3CAR + POOL 4BR/3.5BA/3CAR + OFFICE + LOFT + 3BR/2BA/2CAR
$685,000 $500,000 P$(§8|9./39|)9A $360,000

DELIVERING RESULTS YEARAFTER YEAR




