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The way 
through 
Longboat’s  
parking 
garage crisis

Longboat to debate St. Regis 
parking garage on Monday

Longboat Key will debate wheth-
er to allow a three-story parking 
garage to be added to the St. Regis 
resort site at on Monday at 11 a.m.

Waves of letters, mostly in oppo-
sition, have arrived in Town Hall, 
but the developer says the garage 
will make a better project and buf-
fer some objectionable activities.

St. Regis developer Chuck 
Whittall was approved to build 
the condominums, hotel, spa and 

Mote releases satellite tagged 
sea turtle off Lido Beach

FREEServing Longboat Key, St. Armands, Downtown Sarasota & Anna Maria IslandJune 2, 2023

A male loggerhead sea turtle nicknamed “Steve” was rehabbed and released by Mote Marine Laboratory’s 
Sea Turtle Rehabilitation Hospital after being outfitted with a satellite tag by Anna Maria Island Turtle Watch

Longboat Key is successful. Its 
residents are smart and savvy, real 
estate keeps appreciating and the 
beaches remain pristine. 

When you have this formula, you 
know what the next smart move is: 
build a three-story parking garage 
along the main thoroughfare and 
tell everyone it is good for them.

And this time it is not Selby 
Gardens building a House of Cars 
and calling it a botanical sanctuary. 

This time the garage is being 
built because guests at the future St. 
Regis Longboat Key events should 
not have to wait an additional three 
minutes to retrieve their car by 
valet. Their time is taking priority 
over the aesthetic of Longboat Key, 
the wishes of the community and 
the very integrity of an approval 
process that was years in the mak-
ing. At least it feels this way for 
many in the Longboat Key com-
munity. But there is far more to 
this story.

Lifting spirits for approval
The St. Regis plan being built 

right now gained final approval by 
the Town Commission in the fall of 
2021. But a last minute “oversight” 
by staff and developer Unicorp cre-
ated the entire garage controversy 
we are now experiencing because of 
some collective bungling and appar-
ent fast-tracking.

In the very meeting where 
Unicorp sought and gained approv-
al for the St. Regis project, Town 
Staff said they and the developer 
made a mistake in the parking allo-
cation between what was required 
at the hotel and what the residences 
required by Town Code. The Hotel 
was short about 68 parking spaces. 
That is when Unicorp President 
Chuck Whittall treated the com-
munity and the Town to the idea of 
parking lifts.

Thursday morning, June 1, Mote Marine Laboratory released a male loggerhead sea turtle, nicknamed “Steve,” 
that has been outfitted with a satellite tag by Anna Maria Island Turtle Watch, which provides data critical for sea 
turtle conservation efforts.

“Steve” washed ashore on Captiva in Lee County on March 28, 2023, and was transported to Mote Marine 
Laboratory’s Sea Turtle Rehabilitation Hospital.

Upon arrival, the turtle was lethargic and initial observations suggested the turtle was affected by toxins from 
red tide. “Steve” was started on injectable antibiotics and subcutaneous fluids until red tide toxicity symptoms 
improved.

After just over two months of rehabilitative care, wildlife officials deemed “Steve” releasable.
Prior to the release, “Steve” was given a satellite tag by the Anna Maria Island Turtle Watch. Satellite tracking 

involves attaching a special piece of equipment to a sea turtle’s shell. The transmitter, or ‘tag,’ sends a message to a 
satellite each time the turtle comes to the surface to breathe. Researchers then know the location of the turtle and 
plot it onto a map, which can be found at mote.org/seaturtletracking.

“Rehabbing and releasing turtles is what we work for and strive for, and today’s release is just as rewarding as the 
first turtle I released with Mote 23 years ago,” said Lynn Byrd, Mote’s Rehabilitation and Medical Care Manager. 
“’Steve’ suffered from neurotoxicity due to red tide exposure, and had we not intervened, he would have died. 
With this second chance at life, ‘Steve’ is able to provide valuable research data for the conservation of his species 
as the Anna Maria Island Turtle Watch outfitted him with a satellite tag, which can be tracked on Mote’s website.”

Male sea turtles do not return to land after they leave the beach as hatchlings, unless they are injured or sick. 
Therefore, they are a more elusive group to study. By satellite tagging adult male loggerheads that stranded and 
received hospital care, scientists can learn more about post-release behavior of rehabilitated turtles as well as behav-
ior, habitat, home range and migratory pathways of adult male loggerheads in the Gulf of Mexico.

These research efforts were made possible through a grant from the Animal Welfare Institute, and are in col-

This is an issue of 
principles vs. prag-
matism. The parking 
garage will make a 
better hotel resort.
Yet unfortunately, 
principles suffer 
wholeheartedly if 
the garage is simply 
approved.
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LONGBOAT KEY TENNIS CENTER
Join the fun!

10 OPEN COURTS  |  TOURNAMENT PLAY  |  LESSONS
FULL SERVICE TENNIS PRO SHOP

ROUND ROBIN LEAGUE
CERTIFIED INSTRUCTORS AND CLINICS

OPEN MON-FRI  7:30 AM - 5:00 PM
SAT-SUN  7:30 AM - 1200 PM

SEASONAL AND ANNUAL PASSES ENJOY
UNLIMITED FREE PLAY!

 590 BAY ISLES ROAD  |  LONGBOAT KEY, FL
941.316.8367

amenities in October 2021 with the required parking accommodated in a hotel parking garage 
with 62 mechanical lifts implemented to meet the requirements. 

Now, Whittall wants to build a three-story parking garage spanning from the entrance north 
along Gulf of Mexico Drive, adding more than 15,000 square feet of building coverage to the 
17.2 acre property. 

The Planning and Zoning Board heard the matter in April and recommended approval to 
the Commission  with a 5-2 vote.

 Whittall asked if the commission could hold its first hearing on the garage in May because 
he will be on vacation for most of June. That request was unsuccessful. 

The Commission decided on June 5 as the first hearing and June 20 for final consideration.
Opponents have written numerous letters to town leaders urging them to deny the request. 

The arguments include the idea that the entire development was a carefully negotiated process 
in which the developer did not have vested rights beyond town code. 

Those who support the proposal argue that it is in the interest of the island to lean into what 
will make the project most successful and that there is adequate space on the site. 

laboration between Mote Marine Laboratory and Anna Maria Island Turtle Watch.
The public can follow “Steve’s” track at mote.org/seaturtletracking. 
Within Sarasota or Manatee county waters, if you see a stranded or dead sea turtle, dolphin 

or whale, please call Mote’s Stranding Investigations Program, a 24-hour response service, at 
888-345-2335.

If you see a stranded or dead manatee anywhere in state waters or a stranded or dead sea 
turtle, dolphin or whale outside of Sarasota or Manatee counties, please call the FWC Wildlife 
Alert hotline at 1 (888) 404-FWCC (3922).

Mote’s sea turtle activities are conducted under Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission Marine Turtle Permits 155, 216, 027, 054, 070, 048, 126 and 028. 

Fast Facts:
    In 2022, Mote’s Sea Turtle Hospital rehabilitated and released 29 sea turtles
    Since the Sea Turtle Hospital opened in 1995, Mote has released 841 sea turtles
    Mote’s Sea Turtle Hospital currently has three more sea turtle patients, two of which have 

experienced some symptoms related to red tide exposure.
    Including “Steve,” Mote’s Sea Turtle Hospital has released 19 sea turtles with satellite tags

Turtle, from page 1
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        PREMIUM CUSTOM       WEST OF TRAIL &
         HOME BUILDER             BARRIER ISLANDS

THE DIPINTO COLLECTION

Nicholle DiPinto McKiernan
REALTOR • 26 YEARS EXPERIENCE
YOUR ISLAND RESIDENT SPECIALIST

941-928-2922
NDiPintoRealtor@gmail.com

COLDWELL BANKER GLOBAL LUXURY • 443 JOHN RINGLING BLVD., STE. F, SARASOTA, FL 34236            53 S. PALM AVE., SARASOTA, FL 34236  |  #CBC1253416

SEAWARD-HOMES.COM  |  941.388.2021

WEST OF TRAIL - HIGHLY DESIRABLE LOCATION                          $6,999,000
Waterfront location, this custom home is situated on a quiet cul-de-sac 
steps to Siesta Key. Offering 4,500 AC/SF, with an open concept floor plan,  
highly desirable finishes and touches, and 3-car garage, you will be im-
pressed.  Work with builder direct to create your dream home.

LONGBOAT KEY  •  6489 GULFSIDE DRIVE                               $16,900,000
Fabulous Gulf front lot offering nearly 100 ft. of sandy beach, this gorgeous 
DSDG Architect designed home is a rare find.  Boasting almost 6,000 AC/SF, 
this spectacular home is custom built with the finest details throughout. 
Architect  designed landscaped exterior and 4-car garage.

PATRICK DIPINTO

SIESTA KEY  •  HIGEL AVE.                                                                    $16,995,000
Currently under construction and scheduled to be ready Fall 2023, this 
breathtaking 8,964 AC/SF residence is one of a kind, designed by DSDG. Gulf 
front property on one acre and offers a 2,000 SF roof terrace. Separate guest 
house and 8-car garage. No expense spared on this remarkable home.

SEAWARD HOMES

SEAWARD HOMES

SEAWARD HOMES

NEW CONSTRUCTION TO BE BUILT

GULF FRONT NEW CONSTRUCTION

NOW PENDING SALE

NOW ACCEPTING CLIENTS FOR 2023
WE ARE SEEKING WATERFRONT LOTS TO PURCHASE

PLEASE CALL FOR DETAILS

Boasting all the amenities 
required for luxury living, this 
SMART home’s inspired style 
highlights spectacular water 
views that stretch out to the Gulf 
of Mexico from just about every 
room of the nearly 6,600 square-
foot interior.

 The reverse-style layout places the 
main living areas on the second level, 
optimizing the best of the views. The 
open concept of this level comprises 
the gourmet kitchen with its poured 
terrazzo waterfall edge island and 
Miele appliances, as well as the family 
room, living/dining room, and secluded 
master suite. 

JUST LISTED - 1325 WESTWAY DRIVE - LIDO SHORES

                                                             $ 15,000,000
Modern marvel overlooking New Pass in Lido Shores! Step into this 
tropical escape through the hidden courtyard that connects the 
three-bedroom main home to the secluded, two-bedroom guest house 
with an expansive sundeck, 60-foot wet-edge lap pool lined with royal 
palms and unique fire bowls, as the perfect introduction to a contem-
porary masterpiece.

 Stacked glass sliders create a seamless transition to outdoor living, 
opening to the glass-railing terrace, summer kitchen, built-in grill, and 
spiral staircase that leads down to the waterside hot tub. Boaters will 
appreciate the deep-water dock with multiple lifts.
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Dennis Girard, Realtor
941.809.0041
dennis.girard@premiersir.com

Premier Sotheby’s International Realty
50 Central Ave, Suite 110  •  Sarasota, FL 34236  

 LUXURY PENTHOUSE

CASEY KEY WATERFRONT

2101 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #2504
LONGBOAT KEY, FL

2BR/2BA | 1,358 SF | UPDATED
$1,599,900

105 CASEY KEY RD., #34
NOKOMIS, FL

3BR/2BA | 1,170 SF | ASSIGNED BOAT SLIP
$995,000

2109 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #1203
LONGBOAT KEY, FL

2BR/2BA | 1,463 SF | FURNISHED
$1,300,000

GULF FRONT LOT 
6489 GULFSIDE ROAD  |  LONGBOAT KEY, FL

100’ X 210’ VACANT LOT
NOW SOLD - $3,995,000

GULF VIEWS

LONGBOAT KEY LOT
641 FOX STREET   |  LONGBOAT KEY, FL

50’ X 105’ CORNER LOT READY TO BUILD
OFFERED FOR $499,900

JUST LISTED

DIRECT BAY FRONT

3606 FAIR OAKS PLACE
LONGBOAT KEY, FL 34228

4BR+DEN/3BA | 3,842 SF |  24’ DOCK 
$3,475,000

JUST LISTED

Opinion, from page 1

  
5350 Gulf of Mexico Dr. 
(in the Centre Shops)

www.lazylobsteroflongboat.com 
(941) 383-0440

FEATURING:�
• Live Maine Lobster  

• Fresh Fish • Gulf Shrimp  
• Salads • Seafood Favorites  

• Ribs, Burgers & More!  
• Entrées Starting at $17 

• Early Dining & Happy Hour 
Mon -Sat  3:30 - 5:00 

   

follow the locals to us…  
inside, outside or curbside

Open for In-House Dining & Take Out
Lunch: Mon - Sat 11:00AM - 2:00 PM  

Dinner: Mon - Sat 3:30 - 9:00 PM 
Online Ordering Available for Take-Out 

AND Curbside Pick-Up!

In a rushed Power Point presentation, an expert consultant in the parking lift industry along 
with Whittall made the case that this is the preferred solution. The issue of how long to retrieve 
cars was raised and the answer was the additional three minutes to retrieve a car was diminimus 
and that they could stage and stack cars in a way to create seamless parking operations.

The Commission and others questioned the last minute “fix” to the parking plan, but staff 
recommended approval, as did the developer.

The commission approved the plan and over the next 18 months the 
buildings have gone vertical.

And to anyone who drives along Gulf of Mexico Drive, one thing is 
apparent — the St. Regis is a massive project — much more imposing 
and impressive in scale and size than the former Colony. 

The Developer as Hero
But to be fair to Chuck Whittall, Moss construction and the Town, 

the project is nothing short of a game-changer for the island and the 
region. Whittall spent years, millions of dollars, and most of his remain-
ing non-grey hair making this project happen. In some strange way he 
is a developer hero by getting this done. 

Whittall cajoled through enthusiasm, money and legal challenges 
more than one hundred unit owners and a town to all come together to build this project we 
should all be thrilled to see emerge. 

It is a development approval, not a buffet
But the site plan, the actual thing to be built, was considered and approved in its entirety 

in 2021. 
The Commission is now being asked, when all of the pieces to be built are in place on the 

ground and cannot be altered, to graft a parking garage onto the site. 
This is not how it works. One does not gain approval to get the project started and then act 

like open space and surface parking lots are future development sites to be considered de facto 
independently in a vacuum. That is more akin to spot zoning and tacit approvals on the fly.

There is no simple zoning envelope at the Colony for what Whittall wanted to build. If you 
want to develop it the way Whittall has, you need numerous departures from code. A departure 
is a calculated violation of the rules that is allowed if the net result is superior. It is supposed 
to lead to better results. Therein lies the rub. 

We need you on that wall…
This is not the first time Whittle asked for more and the community said, “No.”

REID

Originally he wanted far more density and six stories of height. Residents voted the density 
request down overwhelmingly in a referendum. The height was scaled back.  The Community 
wanted more buffers, less departures, smaller ballroom spaces, less intensity. It took years to get 
to the approval in 2021  — the approval that is being built today. 

It took so much time because of the immense value to the Town and the developer. Town 
staff had a massive unprecedented task in the shepherding of this process.

We and the Commission depend on Town staff. They are there to evaluate and push the 
developer within the confines of the code for the best outcome for our community. 

We will be told when the matter goes before the Town Commission at 11 a.m.  Monday, 
June 5 by the developer that a parking garage is a far superior solution. It will buffer the neigh-
bors from the loading and unloading for the hotels will be part of the testimony. But using 
parking garages as aesthetic buffers on the site is concerning.

Then there is the issue of the parent company of St. Regis not liking parking lifts. At the lift 
meeting in 2021 that question was asked and answered and yet the mood has changed.

It appears that the desire in 2021 was to quickly gain approval for lifts to gain approval to 
start construction and that the garage could be dealt with down the road, which is now today.

Integrity vs. market prowess
This is an issue of principles vs. pragmatism. 
The fact is the parking garage will make a better hotel resort. 
Lifts are and were a bad idea in the first place. Also, the developer will landscape and buffer 

the entire site. I am sure guests and owners will not tolerate a slab of ugly concrete as their 
focal point from the balcony. 

Adding to the above facts is the fact that we should all want this resort to be as successful as 
possible. Nobody wants the functionality diminished and the resort to lose any of its market 
prowess.

Yet unfortunately, principles suffer wholeheartedly if the garage is simply approved. The 
staff and Commission spent time in 2021 approving a poorly conceived parking plan that was 
augmented last minute with car lifts simply to gain approval and get built. 

The developer knew then he could come back later and make this request. That means the 
community process and the staff process to evaluate the project and all the departures in their 
totality is a charade. 

Longboat Key development rights should not be granted on an etch-a-sketch the developer 
can shake at any moment, redraw and come back to the trough for further approvals. 

The Commission will have a tough time with this issue. It boils down to two incompat-
ibilities:

Help the St. Regis and amend the plan for the garage so it can become the best plan possible.
Or, protect the residents, the aesthetics of the Key and the integrity of our development 

process and vote the plan down.

It is worth the wait…
My recommendation is in this case a middle road. 
It is premature for the Commission to agree to a solution for which there is really no known 

problem. The St. Regis plan should stand as it was approved. Let the developer and hotel make 
a real time case that there is an empirical problem to solve. The land where they want to build 
a garage is not going anywhere. Build out your landscaping and buffering.

If the valet timing issue is a real-time issue, it can be addressed. I do not think the 
Commission, the community and the legal process we use for approvals needs to be tortured.

Maybe the guest waiting for his car the extra three minutes as the lift deploys can be proud 
that their 180 seconds of waiting led to one less parking garage along the prettiest road on the 
West Coast of Florida.
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See Letters, page 8

EditorLetters
Longboat Key News and Sarasota City News encourages Letters to the Editor on timely issues. Please email to: letters@lbknews.com or mail to PO Box 8001, Longboat Key, FL 34228. We also print 

letters sent to Town Hall that address Longboat Key issues. We reserve the right to edit.

 Mangrove Education
To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier
The suggestion about an educational role for the Town regarding mangrove maintenance 

(leaving enforcement to FDEP) is an idea worth developing.  Staff will be working in the coming 
months (plates are pretty full at the moment) to pull together a brochure with FDEP and work 
to pull together a seminar (with FDEP presenting) that we can host next season.  We’ll work 
with Rusty’s group to help get the information out.

Howard Tipton
Town Manager
Town of Longboat Key

St. Regis
To: Longboat Key Commission
This building will further detract from the ambiance and beauty of LBk. The monstrous pres-

ence on Gulf of Mexico Drive is bad enough. Please do no add to it. 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Hillman
Longboat Key

Site Plan
To: Longboat Key Town Clerk Trish Shinkle
For the hearing on amendments to the St. Regis PUD/ODP and site plan to be heard by the 

Town Commission on June 5, 2023, please add my attached resume to materials for the hearing. 
I will bring copies to the hearing to be added to the record.

Brenda L. Patten
Berlin | Patten |Ebling
Sarasota

Preliminary Valuation
To: Longboat Key Commission
Good news - the preliminary growth in value from the Property Appraisers (2) is 12.75 per-

cent. This strong growth was expected and supports (funds) the budget items under discussion. 
More on this in our budget workshop on June 20.

Howard Tipton
Town Manager
Town of Longboat Key

Mangrove maintenance
To: Ken Schneier
The suggestion about an educational role for the Town regarding mangrove maintenance 

(leaving enforcement to FDEP) is an idea worth developing.  Staff will be working in the coming 
months (plates are pretty full at the moment) to pull together a brochure with FDEP and work 
to pull together a seminar (with FDEP presenting) that we can host next season. 

We’ll work with Rusty’s group to help get the information out.
Howard Tipton
Town Manager
Town of Longboat Key
 

St. Regis Garage Objection
To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier
I hope this finds you in good health and high spirits. I am writing to express my strong objec-

tion to the proposed two-story three-level parking garage in front of the new St Regis hotel on 
our beautiful Florida island. Its towering height and concrete façade next to GMD would be 
detrimental to the residential character of our lush foliage town, and it would become a perma-
nent eyesore for both residents and visitors alike.

Our island is renowned for its breathtaking natural beauty, with its vibrant and diverse flora 
providing a picturesque backdrop for our residential community. The lush foliage contributes to 
the tranquil atmosphere that has drawn residents and visitors to this unique place. By allowing 
the construction of a three-level, two story parking garage, we risk disrupting the delicate bal-
ance between nature and development that makes our town so special.

The proposed parking garage, with its towering presence, would not blend harmoniously 
with the surrounding residential environment outside the hotel. The structure’s height and bulk 
would dominate the skyline and obstruct the views of the natural beauty that defines our island. 
It would disrupt the aesthetic appeal of the area, eroding the residential character that we hold 
dear.

Moreover, the approval of such a parking garage sends the wrong message about our town’s 
values. It conveys a preference for development at the expense of preserving the natural heritage 
that makes our island a haven for residents and visitors seeking respite from the concrete jungles. 
We should prioritize the preservation and enhancement of our island’s unique natural resources, 
rather than compromising them for short-term gains.

I strongly urge the Town Commission not to approve the three-story parking garage. 

Alternative solutions that are more compatible with the residential character of our town were 
discussed at numerous meetings of the zoning board and the Town commission. A surface lot 
was decided upon. One option would be remote parking areas connected by shuttle services.

No facts requiring the garage have been brought forward by the developer except that he 
and Marriot think it would be better.

In conclusion, I beseech the Town Commission to not approve of the three-story parking 
garage and carefully weigh the long-term consequences of such a project. Let us work together 
to preserve and enhance the unique residential character, lush foliage, and scenic beauty that 
define our town, ensuring a sustainable and harmonious future for generations to come.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. I trust that you will consider my objection 
with utmost sincerity and make a decision that reflects the best interests of our community.

Moreover, the construction of a parking garage of this scale raises concerns about increased 
traffic congestion, noise pollution, and potential safety hazards. It is essential to consider the 
impact on our already strained infrastructure and the potential strain on emergency services 
in case of an incident or evacuation.

Stanley and Jane Rodbell 
Longboat Key

Public hearings
To: Longboat Key Town Clerk Trish Shinkle
I am a resident of Longboat Key and I reside at Longboat Drive South. I understand that 

there are public hearings on June 5 (11 a.m.) and June 20 (1 p.m.) to discuss the request from 
Unicorp and the St. Regis for construction of a parking garage. Unfortunately, I am unable to 
attend either meeting but through this written communication, I wish to express my objec-
tion to the construction of the St. Regis parking garage. I would like my statement to be read 
into the record during the hearing(s).

One of Longboat Key’s strongest assets is that its buildings sit well off Gulf of Mexico Drive 
(GMD), and they are further shielded by generous amounts of landscaping. This blueprint 
has provided a spacious and residential feel to the island as opposed to an urban design. It 
is true that there are a few buildings that are closer to Gulf of Mexico Drive than others but 
those buildings are typically one or two story structures that possess mature landscaping mak-
ing their proximity to Gulf of Mexico Drive incidental. 

Longboat Key is very special and its spacious appeal is a huge differentiator when compared 
to other beach towns on the gulf. In fact, one of the main reasons I selected LBK as my home 
is the enjoyable drive up and down Gulf of Mexico Drive, largely due to the buildings sitting 
well off the road.

Please don’t wreck the appeal of the island and please encourage St. Regis to adopt alterna-
tives other than building a large parking garage in close proximity to Gulf of Mexico Drive. 
Finally let me close with a rhetorical question...how is it that St. Regis determined they 
needed this garage 75 percent through the project? I think they have other acceptable solu-
tions and they have had them all along. 

Randy Verdino
Longboat Key

Winter Festival
To: Sarasota City Commission, Longboat Key Commission

  Sandra Smith  |  941.383.3388
6350 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE • LONGBOAT KEY, FL

    CHUBB, AIG, UNIVERSAL, UNITED, SAFECO, PROGRESSIVE, FRONTLINE, VAULT, FLOOD, WE HAVE YOU COVERED!

SECUR-ALL INSURANCE AGENCY

Harry's features a wide variety of craft cocktails, 
an extensive wine selection paired with coastal cuisine.
 

Breakfast | Brunch | Lunch | Dinner 

A Longboat Key Landmark

w w w . H a r r y s K i t c h e n . c o m  •  5 6 0 0  G u l f  o f  M e x i c o  D r i v e  •  9 4 1 - 3 8 3 - 0 7 7 7

coastal cuisinne.

M e x i c o D r i v e • 9 4 1 - 3 8 3 - 0 7 7 7

HARRY'S REOPENING SOON!

CALL FOR
DETAILS!
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PAYNE PARK TENNIS CENTER
12 Courts in the heart of Sarasota

• Twelve Har Tru Hydrogrid tennis courts
• Locker rooms/with showers
• All courts lighted for evening play
• Certified teaching Pros USPTA/USPTR
• Hitting wall
• Lessons and  Clinics  
• Leagues and Round Robins
• Tournaments
• Ball machine for rent
• Walk on or reserved play

2050 ADAMS LANE  |  DOWNTOWN SARASOTA
941.263.6641

MON - THUR :  6:00 AM - 9:00 PM
FRI  6:00 AM - 6:30 PM

SAT -SUN:  7:30 AM - 1:30 PM

MEMBERSHIPS AVAILABLE
INDIVIDUAL, FAMILY, JUNIOR  

AFTER 3:00 P.M. SPECIAL 

Give the Gift of Tennis Lessons
AFFORDABLE - PROFESSIONAL - DOWNTOWN SARASOTA

Give your children or grandchildren professional tennis instruction
 at the City of Sarasota’s Payne Park.

Foam Ball: 
Ages 4 to 6, Tuesdays 4 to 5 p.m. kids learn proper contact and 
swing using soft foam tennis balls to develop confidence. $20

Red Ball: 
Ages 6 to 10, Tuesdays 5 to 6 p.m. Focus on , preparation, foot 
work, hand-eye coordination and contact. $20

10 And Under High Performance: 
Mondays 5 to 6 p.m. Focus on biomechanics, technique, footwork, 
agility, shot-making and rallying. $20

Middle and High School Tennis Prep: 
Wednesdays 4 to 6 p.m. complete tennis training to bring the game 
to a match-ready level. $30

Individual Junior lessons $60 per hour.

Sherry ‘Nef’ Price is a USPTR certified professional. She played at IMG and Division 1 College.
Call Payne Park Tennis center at 941-263-6641 to schedule.

Payne Park Tennis Center, 2050 Adams Lane, Downtown Sarasota, 34237

6400 Gulf of Mexico Dr.  •  941.383.8833 (office)  •  www.christchurchof lbk.org

Growing in Jesus’ Name
Worship With Us at Our Church

Sunday Service 10:00 AM
The Rev. Dr. Norman Pritchard

Men’s Bible Study: Monday @ 9:00
Women’s Bible Study: Wednesday @ 10:00

Visitors & Residents Welcome

Watch Our 10:00 AM Service Live: 
www.bit.ly/cclbksermons or 

www.christchurchof lbk.org (follow YouTube link)

And they’re off! The horse race for the Republican presidential nominee has begun. 
Presidential aspirants are flooding coffee shops and delis in Iowa, and Iowans are feeling the 
love that arrives every four years. Is the nomination of former President Donald Trump a 
foregone conclusion or will a new leader carry the Republican mantle 
in 2024? 

A handful of states primarily determine presidential nomination con-
tests. As usual, the critical early voting states — Iowa, New Hampshire 
and South Carolina — will control the dynamics of this race. Since 
1976, in both parties, every nominee but two have won either Iowa or 
New Hampshire. The two exceptions were Bill Clinton and President 
Biden (the latter subsequently won South Carolina). In the last 40 years, 
no Republican has become the presidential nominee without winning 
Iowa or New Hampshire. So, message to candidates: win or place in 
Iowa or New Hampshire, or convincingly take South Carolina, or go 
home. 

Of the plethora of Republican presidential hopefuls entering the fray, only a few are viable. 
Most will simply clutter the field and take up space and valuable time on the debate stage. 
The serious contenders for the nomination include former President Trump, Florida Gov. Ron 
DeSantis, former U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations (UN) Nikki Haley, U.S. Sen. Tim 
Scott, and former Vice President Mike Pence. Let’s assess the current position of each, starting 
with Trump.

 Voters know exactly what to expect from the former president. He remains confrontational, 
colorful and, frequently, chaotic. Republican voters applaud his presidential record for its many 
domestic and foreign policy successes. However, the GOP losses attributed in part to Trump in 
2018, 2020 and 2022 raise serious doubts about whether he can win in 2024. The Republican 
standard-bearer should also lift Republicans nationwide to a broad victory, and the former 
president’s divisiveness sparks concerns about his ability to win independent voters, much less 
furnish “coattails” to GOP candidates nationally.

Trump continues to maintain a significant lead over other Republicans in the polls. A survey 
released by Emerson College Polling on May 25 finds Trump with a 41% lead over DeSantis 
among Iowa Republican caucus-goers. Trump holds 62% support, followed by DeSantis with 
20%. Pence and Haley each have 5%, while Scott stands at 3% support. 

 The poll was released just as DeSantis formally announced his candidacy. While Trump 
carried Iowa handsomely in the 2016 and 2020 presidential elections, he was defeated by 
U.S. Sen. Ted Cruz in the 2016 Iowa Caucus. As this caucus is always unpredictable due to 
its format and retail politics prerequisites, the Hawkeye State presents the best opportunity for 
DeSantis, Haley, Scott or Pence to defeat Trump and gain momentum.

DeSantis has the best chance of nudging out Trump in Iowa. He is currently in second 

RUSOVICH

GREGORY RUSOVICH
Guest Writer
rusovich@lbknews.com

KeyOpinion

place by a wide margin and has by far the largest war chest of any candidate. According to 
most accounts, team DeSantis has $110 million to spend on his presidential campaign, not 
counting the more than $8 million he raised in the first 24 hours of his presidential candidacy 
announcement last week. He also has a substantial campaign organization and is coming off a 
huge gubernatorial reelection in Florida and a successful statewide legislative session. DeSantis 
provides the rhetoric and policy advances that most GOP voters relish. Republicans nation-
wide recognize his triumphs in implementing a solid conservative agenda in Florida, and the 
national media views him as Trump’s main challenger. A DeSantis victory in Iowa would col-
lapse the air of invincibility around the former president and ready the track for a real horse 
race.    

Haley, Scott or Pence each are capable of mounting a serious challenge for the nomination. 
Haley is a dynamic, thoughtful, adept leader with successful records as governor of South 
Carolina and U.N. ambassador. She maintains a hawkish foreign policy stance, which may 
repel a notable segment of Republican voters, but her voice throughout the campaign will 
be reasoned and strong. Sen. Scott offers a beautiful American success story combined with 
Reagan-like optimism for America. He seeks consensus but also maintains principled positions 
and is a voice of clarity and hope. Scott also shatters the progressive narrative that portrays 
America as systemically racist. 

Politically, Haley and Scott face a similar predicament. A close third-place finish in Iowa and 
New Hampshire is the bare minimum required for either, followed by a must-win in South 
Carolina (home state to both). Barring a win in either the Hawkeye State or the Granite State, 
South Carolina means win or go home for Haley and/or Scott.

Pence is a good man with deep convictions. He always seems to be the grown-up in the 
room, speaking from a position of knowledge and experience. He will stand in stark contrast 
to Trump on the debate stage, no doubt countering any false claims mounted against him by 
his former boss. However, it’s unlikely that a charged-up Republican electorate will settle on 
Pence. Team Pence is prioritizing Iowa and hoping that his message resonates with evangelical 
Christian voters who comprise a substantial portion of the state’s Republican electorate. In all 
likelihood, Pence must win either Iowa or New Hampshire or his campaign ends. Losing both 
means that he would have little momentum heading into South Carolina, and as Haley and/
or Scott should perform well in their shared home state, the former vice president could not 
sustain three back-to-back losses. 

 Time will tell as the 2024 election cycle shifts into full gear. In nine months, following the 
South Carolina primary on February 24, Trump will either fall in a fight to the finish for the 
Republican nomination or emerge for a rematch with Joe Biden. It’s all in the hands of voters 
in three states. An Iowa coffee shop owner can deliver more than a java jolt these days!

The horse race has begun
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BIRD KEY
526 BIRD KEY DRIVE

SOLD $2,225,000

JEFF RHINELANDER
941-685-3590   •  Jeff@jeffrhinelander.com

COURTNEY TARANTINO
941-893-7203   •  courtney.tarantino@floridamoves.com 

443F John Ringling Blvd.  |  Sarasota, FL 34236

BURNS COURT
505 S. ORANGE AVE., #401
ACTIVE LISTING $2,215,000

LAKEWOOD RANCH
5527 PALMER CIRCLE, #206
ACTIVE LISTING $485,000

BIRD KEY
449 E ROYAL FLAMINGO DRIVE

SOLD $5,600,000

BIRD KEY
410 MEADOWLARK DRIVE

PENDING $3,795,000

WATER CLUB
1241 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #808

ACTIVE LISTING $3,395,000

            
           Address                                            Sq. Ft.           List Price   Bed/Bath/Half Bath    Days On Market      Sale Price                                                  

535 SANCTUARY DR Unit#C508
545 SANCTUARY DR Unit#A402
370 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#412
1945 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#M2-412
1701 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#505
5055 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#521
615 DREAM ISLAND RD Unit#101
770 RUSSELL ST
2045 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#310
4350 CHATHAM DR Unit#E304
2800 HARBOURSIDE DR Unit#F-01
626 S OWL DR
622 S OWL DR
150 MORNINGSIDE DR
408 WOOD DUCK DR

2,375
2,580
2,380
1,532
1,615
1,718
1,813
1,352
928
747
N/A
6,576
5,635
6,843
2,846

$4,950,000 
$3,100,000 
$1,650,000 
$1,299,000 
$1,100,000 
$1,060,000 
$1,375,000 
$950,000 
$699,000 
$399,000 
$310,000 
$12,000,000 
$9,950,000 
$8,900,000 
$2,199,000

11
4
7
2
0
0
36
28
0
29
14

Bird Key, Lido Key, Longboat Key latest sales

1
0
1
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

0
1
2
1

2
3
2
2
2
2
2
3
2
1

8
4
6
2

3
3
3
3
2
2
2
3
2
1

5
4
6
4

$4,850,000 
$3,060,000 
$1,600,000 
$1,300,000 
$1,100,000 
$1,060,000 
$1,050,000 
$860,000 
$699,000 
$370,000 
$310,000 
$11,250,000 
$9,750,000 
$7,500,000 
$1,850,000

KeyRealEstate

626 S OWL DR



Page 8     Friday, June 2, 2023 The News

Ads that work...
ads@Lbknews.com or 941.387.2200

See Letters, page 9

EditorLetters
Letters, from page 5

I understand the City Council is looking for feedback on renewal of a permit to hold another 
carnival, aka Winter Festival, on St. Armands this winter.

I am writing to express my strong objections to creating another huge, unnecessary traffic 
jam in St. Armand’s Circle.  I request that you deny the permit application. There is no benefit 
to the public or the residents of the barrier islands to this noisy, disruptive carnival. It does not 
belong on St. Armands. 

I, in fact, highly enjoy taking my kids and grandkids to the Sarasota County Fair at Robard’s 
where they have the space, restroom facilities, parking and easy access for vehicles off Fruitville 
Road.  None of these exist on St. Armand’s. Squeezing the carnival into St. Armand’s Circle 
makes no logical sense and I doubt it makes political sense.

The traffic last year inhibited Longboat Key residents from leaving the island through St. 
Armand’s to support commerce on St. Armand’s or on the City mainland. Instead, we drove 
north into Manatee County for our commercial needs. I expect the net commerce contribu-
tion to the City of Sarasota from Longboat Key residents during the carnival was lower than 
previous years without the carnival.  This does not sound like a good public policy for the City 
of Sarasota. Please reject the permit. Thank you.

Don Stitzenberg
Longboat Key

Please, No More Departures VS. Code
To: Longboat Key Commission
Ladies and Gentlemen, as you know, a previous LBK Town Commission agonized over 

the approval of the St Regis project.  After difficult and long negotiations with the Developer 
two years ago, the Commission approved the project granting many “departures” from the 
Longboat Key Code.

Now in 2023, with the project more than half way built, the Developer is coming back 
before the Commission with a revised expansion plan asking for many more new “departures”, 
one of which is to build a multi-level parking garage right on Gulf of Mexico Drive.

This begs the question why does LBK even have a Code if we are going to allow so many 
“departures” from our Code?

Respectfully, Please, NO More “departures” from Code on this project now.  Let the already 

approved plan, with many “departures”, open next Summer.
The Operator will adjust where and IF necessary and get some real-world operating experi-

ence with this particular Resort and location.  Based on my operating  experience in the Resort 
and Theme Park business the operator will be able to adjust, again if necessary,  without build-
ing another large concrete structure right on Gulf of Mexico Drive.  This approach is also just 
plain common sense.

If there are any significant operating issues the Developer can re-apply with an adjusted 
application based on factual, on-site operating experience, not conjecture and meet our Code 
requirements.

Please respect our Longboat Key Code that has protected Longboat Key since 1955, 68 
years, from over development and has allowed our island home to continue to be a very special 
paradise. Thank you for your service.

Bob Gault
Longboat Key
 

Reported mangrove violations update
To: Rusty Chinnis
While the “tree people” are the experts, look to longboatkey.org; Charter and Code; Title 

9 General Regs; Chapter 98 Trees to read along.  Section 98.06 requires a permit to remove 
certain trees, but Section 98.05 exempts trees removed from developed single family sites.  
Generally, more restrictive (but not less restrictive) rules can be approved by HOA’s or condo 
associations. Hope this helps a little.

Ken Schneier
Mayor
Longboat Key
 

Reported mangrove violations update
To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier 
Not this one but the public sign-in button at the Oculus page.
Rusty Chinnis
Longboat Key

Reported mangrove violations update
To: Rusty Chinnis
1.  It’s not clear to me from these materials what happens next?  2. What is your view of the 

process and result of this investigation?  3. Do you think a better outcome would result from 
shifting responsibility from FDEP to Manatee County (or another party), assuming that’s pos-
sible?  Happy to meet up and discuss.

Ken Schneier
Mayor
Longboat Key

Reported mangrove violations update
To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier
Thanks for the reply. It’s complicated and has been hard to track. We’re still working on how 

to address the issue, so I would like to have a meeting to discuss it. We’re documenting the 
cases we have reported and following the outcome so we can create a trail of evidence to sup-
port our contention. It has been our experience that the FDEP staff does a good job but does 
not have the resources to properly protect mangroves. We believe the solution is a combination 
of effective enforcement coupled with an educational component. Let’s find a time to meet 
and include Howard. Chris Kopp might have some insight as well. My schedule is open this 
coming week and next week except for Tuesdays and Thursdays after June 6 when I start PT. 
If this week works perhaps we can take the discussion to the Commission meeting on the 5th?

Rusty Chinnis
Longboat Key

Reported mangrove violations update
To: Rusty Chinnis
Tuesday and Friday this week work for me, and there are some gaps otherwise as well.
Ken Schneier
Mayor
Longboat Key

Reported mangrove violations update
To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier
I’m available Tuesday.
Rusty Chinnis
Longboat Key

Reported mangrove violations update
To: Rusty Chinnis
Pick a time for coffee at Whitney’s on Tuesday, and Howard will come if he can.
Ken Schneier
Mayor
Longboat Key

Reported mangrove violations update
To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier
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I’m around all day and just a few blocks away. You guys pick 
a time and I’ll be there.

Rusty Chinnis
Longboat Key

Reported mangrove violations update
To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier
I never heard back so you want to say 10 o’clock this morn-

ing coffee at Whitney’s‘? If that doesn’t work, I am available 
later in the day as well. Looking forward to hearing from you 
and talking with you.

Rusty Chinnis
Longboat Key

Golf Course question
To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton
My question is: is the area on the Golf Course considered 

part of the zoned, single-family lot?
98.02 - Definitions. “Improved single-family lot.” A lot 

zoned for single-family use containing an existing single 
dwelling unit.

98.05 - Exemption for improved single-family lots.
Improved single-family lots are exempt from the tree 

removal permit provisions as set forth in section 98.06, but 
not from the regulations for protected tree species under state 

or federal law.
98.06 - Permits for tree removal or relocation.
Tree removal or relocation is prohibited unless the town 

manager or his designee has issued a tree permit based upon 
the requirements of this chapter.

(A) Review and approval procedure. A tree permit may be 
issued if the town manager finds that any one of the following 
conditions applies:

(1) The condition of the tree has significantly degraded 
or deteriorated because of disease or insect attack and is in 
danger of falling within the proximity of existing or proposed 
structures;

(2) The applicant cannot practically alter or revise the pro-
posed development or improvement under all applicable laws 
and regulations to accommodate existing trees, including the 
tree or trees proposed to be impacted;

(3) Removal of the tree will enhance the ultimate tree 
canopy and removal will not result in erosion, or adversely 
affect the flow of surface waters; or

(4) The tree poses a significant safety hazard to life or 
property.

(B) Applications for tree removal or relocation shall provide 
a site plan including the shape and dimensions of the lot, 
together with existing and proposed driveways, structures, 
and improvements. The plan shall indicate the location, type, 
species, and size of existing trees and shall include:

(1) Those trees requested to be removed or relocated.

(2) A statement explaining why the trees are requested to be 
removed or relocated.

(3) A statement explaining how any remaining trees or trees 
proposed to be relocated are to be protected during construc-
tion.

(4) Any other material or information deemed necessary in 
reviewing the criteria as set out in subsection (A).

(C) Fees. The application fee for tree removal is $50. This 
fee may be modified by resolution of the town commission. 
Additional costs, including staff time, may be incurred as nec-
essary depending on the scope and complexity of the project.

(D) Permit conditions for tree removal, replacement or 
relocation.

(1) Generally, two mature replacement trees will be required 
for the removal of each tree; the site, size, and species of the 
trees being removed will be considered when determining the 
actual tree replacement ratio.

(2) Where feasible the applicant shall be required to relo-
cate, rather than remove, the tree. Relocation shall depend 
upon the size, condition, and species of the tree to be relo-
cated, as well as whether survival of the relocated tree may be 
reasonably anticipated. Replacement trees are not required for 
relocated trees.

(3) The applicant will be required to relocate or replace a 
tree being removed, at the applicant’s expense, on the site, or 
with the concurrence of the town, on public land.

(4) When mature replacement trees cannot be planted on 
the applicant’s land, or on public land, or relocation is not fea-
sible, a tree replacement fee of $300 per mature replacement 
tree, shall be paid to the town. These funds shall be kept in 
an account and used only for the designated replacement or 
planting of trees on public property.

Arthur Wood
Longboat Key

Trees at the St. Regis
To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier
Hope you and your family are enjoying the Memorial Day 

weekend and you don’t read this piece of very minor adminis-
tration until Tuesday or later.

We have had a flap here at Harbour Circle over a resident 
removing a healthy tree based on a meeting they had with the 
“tree people” at Planning and Zoning.  We have no criticism 
of the Planning & Zoning people, or the resident.  I have no 
doubt that the Planning & Zoning people were providing 
guidance based on what they were told by the resident.

To avoid this in the future, is there a written “tree policy” 
that is published for all to see at LBK that the Board can use 
the next time this arises which I am sure it will?  I expect there 
is. Can you direct me to the right person or have a copy sent 
to me. Thanks again for all you do for LBK.

Don Stitzenberg
Longboat Key

Trees at the St. Regis
To: Don Stitzenberg
While the “tree people” are the experts, look to longboat-

key.org; Charter and Code; Title 9 General Regs; Chapter 98 
Trees to read along.  Section 98.06 requires a permit to remove 
certain trees, but Section 98.05 exempts trees removed from 
developed single family sites.  Generally, more restrictive (but 

EditorLetters

AUTHENTIC MEXICAN FOOD
A FIESTA FOR YOUR TASTEBUDS!

5610 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #5, LONGBOAT KEY
941.383.8033

LAVILLALONGBOATKEY  •  LAVILLAMEXFOODLBK.COM
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OnPatrol
The following are actual police reports as written by Longboat Key Police Officers. They are edited for length, punctuation and to protect privacy.

May 26
Suspicious person

2:52 p.m.
Officer Ferrigine responded to the 4800 block 

of Gulf of Mexico Drive in reference to a group of 
people that were using beach chairs that did not 
belong to them. Upon his arrival, Officer Ferrigine 
spoke to one of the women and she advised she 
watched the group walk up and sit in the chairs 
that didn’t belong to the condominium complex. 
The woman advised that she just wants them not 
to use them. Officer Ferrigine made contact with 
the group of people and advised they were sorry 
and put them back without any issue.

May 27
Traffic hazard

9:18 a.m.
Officer Martinez responded to Longboat Pass Bridge in regards to a traffic hazard. Dispatch 

advised that the vehicle had broken down on the south end of the bridge and the owner advised 
the vehicle would not start. Upon arrival, Officer Martinez activated his hazardous warning 
lights and began directing traffic. The owner said that he could not make contact with a towing 
company of his discretion. Officer Martinez a tow request via dispatch to which the towing 
company responded and recovered the vehicle. There were no injuries and no other vehicles 
were involved. Roadway was clear of any obstructions. Case clear.

Suspicious vehicle
9:30 a.m.
Sgt. Montfort was dispatched to a report of a suspicious vehicle in the parking lot of the 

Longboat Key Club. It was reported that a vehicle was damaged and was parked near the 
Human Resource Building. Sgt. Montfort arrived on scene and was greeted by the security 
director. The Director stated that he wanted to document that the vehicle was in the lot. 
Sgt. Montfort conducted a FCIC/NCIC check of the vehicles registration and observed that 
the vehicle was involved in a traffic crash on the evening of May 26 and handled by Officer 
Tillman. The Director requested the vehicle to be removed from the lot. Sgt. Montfort advised 
the Director that since the vehicle was on private property, it would be the responsibility of the 
Club to have it removed. Case clear.

Blue heron stuck in fishing line
12:00 p.m.
Officer Connors while on marine patrol, was dispatched to the area of Greer Island for a 

report of a blue heron entangled in a fishing line. Upon arrival, Officer Connors observed 
the heron perched approximately 15 feet high in the mangroves, entangled in fishing line and 
unable to fly. With the assistance of the boat hook, Officer Connors was able to remove the 
line from the heron. The heron flew away without further incident. Case clear.

Boating
4:08 p.m.
Officer Connors while on marine patrol in the area of the Shore Restaurant was flagged 

down by a teenager who advised that he and his dad were kayaking in the area of Jewfish Key 

and his dad has not returned. Officer Connors 
checked the area and observed a man in the dis-
tance struggling to upright his overturned kayak, as 
he was caught in the tide. Upon arrival, the party 
appeared to be fatigued with his life jacket partially 
down. Officer Connors positioned the police boat 
alongside, brought the man to the nearby boat 
ramp without incident. Case clear.

Citizen dispute
6:26 p.m.
Officer Tillman responded to a citizen dispute at 

the beach access. Upon arrival, Officers spoke with 
both parties who had a disagreement about the 
wind blowing a tent into their area without being 
apologetic of the situation. A verbal argument 
ensued and parties were separated before arrival. 

The incident was verbal only. Case clear.

May 28
Suspicious vehicle

3:12 a.m.
Officer Butler responded to Bayfront Park for a suspicious vehicle. The vehicle had its win-

dows open and appeared to be occupied. Upon further investigation this supervisor found the 
driver, sleeping in the vehicle. Such vehicle and driver were in Bayfront Park after 11 p.m. and 
before 5 a.m., violating Town Ordinance 92.02(a)(2). The driver could not produce a valid 
insurance card. Warning issued. Case clear.

Boating citation
11:00 a.m.
Officer Connors while on marine patrol in the area of Jewfish Key, Officer Connors 

observed a personal watercraft operating on plane with an excessive wake in a posted “Slow 
Speed, Minimum Wake” zone. Officer Connors conducted a vessel stop and advised the opera-
tor of the violation. Officer Connors issued a citation. Case clear.

Suspicious person
4:55 p.m.
Officer Martinez was dispatched to Royal Road in regard to a suspicious person. The com-

plainant advised that there were six people in vehicles parked in a driveway and two people 
walking around the house and not owners of the house. Upon arrival, Officer Martinez made 
contact with the owner of the residence who advised that the persons described were guests 
and had permission to be on the property. Case clear.

May 29
Boating citation

12:40 p.m.
Officer Connors while on patrol in the area of Jewfish Key, Officer Connors observed a boat 

operating on plane with an excessive wake in a posted, “Slow Speed, Minimum wake” zone. 
Officer Connors conducted a vessel stop and advised the operator of the violation. While on 
scene, Officer Connors conducted a vessel safety check in which the operator was unable to 
produce the required number of personal floatation devices for the parties on board, the opera-
tor was short three personal floatation devices. Officer Connors issued a citation. Case clear.

LONGBOAT KEY TENNIS CENTER
Join the fun!

10 OPEN COURTS  |  TOURNAMENT PLAY  |  LESSONS
FULL SERVICE TENNIS PRO SHOP

ROUND ROBIN LEAGUE
CERTIFIED INSTRUCTORS AND CLINICS

OPEN MON-FRI  7:30 AM - 5:00 PM
SAT-SUN  7:30 AM - 1200 PM

SEASONAL AND ANNUAL PASSES ENJOY
UNLIMITED FREE PLAY!

 590 BAY ISLES ROAD  |  LONGBOAT KEY, FL
941.316.8367



www.lbknews.com Friday, June 2, 2023  Page 11

Letters, from page 9

Editor Letters

See Letters, page 12

not less restrictive) rules can be approved by HOA’s or condo associations. Hope this helps a 
little.

Ken Schneier
Mayor
Longboat Key

Pave Paradise and put up a parking lot
To: Longboat Key Commission
Driving on to the island a few days ago I was struck by how much the St. Regis compound 

is beginning to look like a giant shopping center.  I had been looking forward to a new five-star 
luxury resort rising on the grounds of the old Colony.

But now it seems like the project is so much more massive than was envisioned.  No room 
for trees to soften the mass of what is there already, and now a parking garage is planned right 
on top of Gulf of Mexico Drive.  With cars parked on the top level no less!  Well, that’s not in 
keeping with a luxury resort!

Every other important development on the island has lush grounds with beautiful plant-
ings. But now there is no room for the thousand plus trees they said they would plant. They’ll 
“mitigate” by planting them somewhere else!  They’re not needed anywhere else!

And I can’t wait to listen to the valets revving engines and squealing tires around the turns 
to keep the customers from waiting an extra three minutes to get their Bentleys and BMW’s.

In closing, I’m reminded of a line in an old Joanie Mitchell song:  Pave Paradise and Put Up 
a Parking Lot. Let’s not do that.

Shannon Gault
Longboat Key

St. Regis project
To: Longboat Key Commission
Our family has been a member of the Longboat Key community since 1976. Over those 

years, the Town Commission has carefully permitted development of the beachfront proper-
ties to impose the least impact on our community at large. None of those developments have 
constructed multi-story parking garages within 20 yards of Gulf of Mexico Drive.

Unicorp National Development, Inc. (Unicorp) has represented itself as
“… a trusted leader in selecting, securing and developing properties that not only endure, 

but build stronger and more beautiful communities.”  https://unicorp.com
In 2018, Unicorp submitted its site plan for the St. Regis project.  Over the following 3 years, 

the Town Planners and Commissioners presided over a careful, deliberative review process with 
concessions and compromises on both sides.  To resolve final objections to its application, 
Unicorp proposed to modify the surface parking plan for hotel guests. On October 21, 2021, 
the Commissioners accepted that proposal and approved the Final Site Plan.  Ordinance 2021-

12.  Unicorp has now changed its mind and wishes to repeal and amend that Final Site Plan.
In Resolution 2023-12, Unicorp has requested the Commission to replace the previously 

approved surface parking lot with a 15,000 square foot, multi-level, commercial parking garage 
within 20 yards of Gulf of Mexico Drive. This proposed Resolution clearly demonstrates that 
Unicorp cannot be trusted and is more interested in the “bottom line” of its hotel operations 
than the strength and beauty of Longboat Key. If the proposed resolution is adopted, Unicorp 
will erect a commercial garage that will forever blight a long section of Gulf of Mexico Drive.  
The proposed vegetation screen will not hide that blight. More importantly, adoption of this 
resolution could establish a precedent requiring the Commission to authorize the inevitable 
erection of similar parking structures along Gulf of Mexico Drive.

The members of our community cannot expect Unicorp to preserve the beauty of our 
island. We can, however, urge you to give the weight to your carefully considered 2021 Final 
Site Plan (Ordinance 2021-12) that it legally deserves, and reject this Proposed Resolution to 
repeal and amend that Plan. Thank you for your service and representation of the residents of 
Longboat Key.

John and Debbi Wilson
Longboat Key

Another Bite At The Apple
To: Longboat Key Commission
First a point of order, it is important to note that the Artist Rendering of the St. Regis mul-

tilevel garage presented to P & Z and depicted in this week’s Observer on page 5 is misrepre-
senting what it is to be.  Note there are no cars illustrated on the top level of this large parking 
garage and those cars will also be visible over top of the garage low side walls. 

Why not?  You can draw your own conclusions.
This compels bringing up the most important issue of inadequate communication to 

residents about this major Departure application to expand the St. Regis development.  The 
Commission hearing dates of June 5 and June 20 fall in the Summer off season when half to 
two thirds of Longboat residents are not in residence.

The many departures requested in this application have not, nor cannot be 
properly communicated to constituents for consideration because they are not here.
You may recall a few years ago another important issue surfaced in the Summer when Florida 

Power presented a plan to replace all the power poles with hardened, larger and taller poles to 
withstand hurricanes.

That seemed, on the surface to be a reasonable thing to do.  However, a few of us year round-
ers asked the Commission to slow down and do more homework on the real cost and figure 
out a plan to underground all power utilities, island wide, for consideration. 

As a result of great work by the Town Staff and Commission we will now enjoy a drastically 
improved environment on our Key.  No more unsightly utility poles, power lines and we will 
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Letters, from page 11

experience uninterrupted service. 
Folks, that was a close call!
Important projects need proper vetting by all residents not just those who happen to be in 

Town during the Summer.
Respectfully, please do not fully consider this project until the late Fall for proper communi-

cation and vetting by all residents when they return or vote ‘No’ and the developer can resub-
mit AFTER the Resort opens and has some real world operating experience.  Any necessary 
new Departures will be based on facts, not on revised, estimated projections and conjecture 
which is now before you.

As an aside, arguments about the importance of reducing valet wait times in the electric lift 
Departure should be completely ignored by you.  This is not a Town problem or an unman-
ageable problem for the operator. They previously asked for approval on this which you did.

The operators can make adjustments without building more large concrete structures! They 
have a good plan, so work it.

As you well know, most of the letters you have been receiving oppose this garage on Gulf of 
Mexico Drive for obvious, common sense reasons.  Please take heed and do not approve this 
garage, much less during the Summer months with so many residents away.  That would be 
misguided.

The St. Regis will successfully open next Summer and will be a great asset to our commu-
nity. Many thanks to the Town Staff for their hard and diligent work on this new Resort and 
to Chuck Whittal and Unicorp for their years of effort to make this Special Resort a reality.  
However, please do not mar this “Crown Jewel” Resort with an added multi-level parking 
garage at its entrance and right on Gulf of Mexico Drive. Thank You, as always, for your con-
sideration and service.

Bob Gault
Longboat Key
 

 Bobby Jones Clubhouse
To: Sarasota City Commission
Commissioner Trice is new to Commission therefore, it is imperative for her to know that 

Bobby Jones is the former county dump and landfill.  Hundreds of documented pages are 
on file in M. Griggs office. A handbook for the touching and moving soil is set in stone and 
monitored by DEP.  Bobby Jones is noted to be one very dangerous State of Florida site by Mr. 
Tedder in his recent GRE national environmental safety report.

New Clubhouse construction must include specially stressed concrete foundation, vapor 
barrier and methane collect and burn system per DEP court ordered restriction. - see County 
Dump and Landfill Engineer.

Please share DEP manual and Tedder restriction of land use info with Swift Project 
Manager...post haste.

Mr. Mandel was careful to observe restrictions because he was well informed by Citizen 
Input material. His design met with County, State, District and other Agency review and scru-
tiny. You must be sure that all other bidders comply with all required public safety measures.

Please take note that irrigation and restrooms could not be improved in the former 45-hole 
complex because of the known explosive nature of the soil.  This is a most urgent matter for 
your immediate attention.

Kim Giaccardo
Sarasota

Bobby Jones Clubhouse
To: Sarasota City Manager Marlon Brown
Marlon, is this assertion of toxicity true? (Writer makes it sound worse than Marian 

Anderson property.) How does it affect the nature park at Bobby Jones?
Debbie Trice
City Commissioner
City of Sarasota

Bobby Jones Clubhouse
To: Sarasota City Commissioner Debbie Trice
I will have to brief you about Bobby Jones, the design and the landfill and Ms. Giaccardo in 

our one on ones or when next you are in the office. Thanks.
Marlon Brown
City Manager
City of Sarasota

Palm Garage Elevators Down Protocol
To: Sarasota City Manager Marlon Brown
Please see the attached the signage that the parking division posts at Palm Ave Garage when-

ever both elevators are down.  We provide a shuttle service for any patron needing assistance or 
a ride complimentary.  If both elevators are down, signage immediately goes out at all entrances 
and on all levels at the elevator bays.  The signage has the phone number to the garage atten-
dant that acts as our courtesy shuttle driver as well. 

This means all calls go directly to the staff member that is responsible for transporting the 
guests.  If the driver receives a ride request while already transporting a guest, once he drops 
off that patron on the lower level, he will immediately circle back to retrieve the next customer 
wherever they may be inside the garage. Let me know if you have any questions or concerns.

Broxton Harvey
Parking General Manager
City of Sarasota

See Letters, page 14
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The San Francisco Chronicle’s annual wine judging event 
has posted its 2023 medal winners list on the web: https://
winejudging.com/medal_winners_2023/awards_by_winery.
php . Promoted as the “Largest Competition of North 
American Wines”, these prestigious awards go largely to 
California wines. California has by far the most entries, 
although wines from many other states in the USA appear 
among the winners. The primary list of medal winners has 
winners grouped by vineyard. The home web page has links 
to many subsets of the winning brands.

The brands compete in tiers within general categories 
(Classes) of varieties of wine and price levels: for instance “Cab 
Sauv – Up to $12.99”, “Riesling - Dry <.99 RS” (residual 
sugar), a less well-represented varietal such as “Pinot Blanc”, or 
“All Other Red Blends; $23.00 - $34.99”.  The awards range 
from Bronze to Double Gold and at the upper end, Best of Class. 

A smart wine buyer may discover less well known brands with Gold, Double Gold, or Best 
of Class awards and look for them in wine shops and restaurants. To help with the task of 
searching the 5,000 award winners, we have used public use/domain data science programs to 
scrape the full 2023 wine awards table from the website and select smaller, interesting tables. 
 
In the Cab category, limited to wines with prices under $20

The 2021 The Collection Cab, grapes grown and produced under sustainable farming prac-
tices by the major producer Delicato Family Vineyards, belongs to the burgeoning category of 
wines produced by vineyards and labelled by large retailers. California on the label names the 
region, meaning grapes likely sourced from Delicato vineyards in the geographically dispersed 
Monterey, Lodi, and Napa areas. The same California region appears on the Round Hill Cab 
label. The large Rutherford Wine Company has created Round Hill as a price mid-tier brand. 
Rutherford advertises its Napa headquarters, but California as the region on the label leaves the 
geographic sources of the 2021 Cab unspecified. Paso Robles on the label of the Maddalena 
Cab means that the Cab grapes come from that region and, in this case, certified sustainably 
farmed on the Riboli Family estate.

The same pattern repeats initially in the Chardonnay categories. The popular Barefoot brand 
has to draw on many sources of California grapes to keep up with the demand for wine in the 
lowest price tier, the “Chardonnay - Up to - $10.99” category. The same goes for the Bogle 
brand in the “Chardonnay - $11.00 - $13.99” category. These mass-market brands rate highly 
with the competition judges relative to higher priced wines in the same categories. Does that 
imply that one should look for the lowest price when buying mass-market wines? Judging from 
the results of this competition, it seems so.

Smaller producers grow the Chardonnay grapes, make, and label the Monerey wines. The 
vintage has more importance in these wines. The Good Harbor Vineyards in the price tier in 
between the Monterrey wines has an unlikely location: Northern Michigan. Yes, cool weather 
wines such as Chardonnay grow well in cold weather states, particularly when the lakes or 
oceans moderate the climate. The small producer wines cost more but have their own unique 
characters. 

The Pinot Noir categories have only two Best of Class wines with prices less than $20. The 
price ranges in the competition categories reflect both the gap in unit sales of the Pinot Noir 
varietal, relative to unit sales of Cabernet Sauvignon or Chardonnay, and increasing consumer 
demand for Pinot Noir. The $9.99 price of the 2021 Forever Vineyards Pinot Noir, for exam-
ple, has increased on-line and in larger wine retailers since the wine judging event. We would 
be shocked to see a highly rated Pinot Noir hold a price of $9.99. Often the current vintage 
of these wines becomes unavailable.

We were truly shocked to see a box wine win a competition in the USA. While packaging 
wine in a box with a collapsible bladder makes perfect sense to consumers in Europe, a large 
proportion of wine buyers in the USA have not taken to the idea. The judges obviously have no 

WineTimes

S.W. and Rich Hermansen
Guest Writers
wine@lbknews.com

On data from the San Francisco Chronicle’s 2023 Wine Judging Event
The brands compete in tiers within general categories (Classes) of varieties of wine and price levels.

such prejudice. The fit of the Black Box wine in the “Pinot Noir - $15.00 - $19.99” category 
does seem problematic in that the box contains three liters, or the contents of four standard 
(750 ml) bottles. Did the bonus volume of wine figure into the judge’s rating?

These small but interesting questions aside, the San Francisco Chronicle’s data on awards 
proves to be a rich source of information and insights about wine. It does have stated and 
unstated limitations. It covers only North America. Even as data on North American wines, 
it is not a random or representative sample; that is, any statistics computed from these data 
represent the results of the competition and not North American wines in general. These major 
limitations aside, these data lead to fascinating insights. We will call back selections and sum-
maries of these data in the future.

S. W. Hermansen has used his expertise in econometrics, data science and epidemiology to help 
develop research databases for the Pentagon, the National Institutes of Health, the Department of 
Agriculture, and Health Resources and Services. He has visited premier vineyards and taste wines 
from major appellations in California, Oregon, New York State, and internationally from Tuscany 
and the Piedmont in Italy, the Ribera del Duero in Spain, the Barossa Valley and McLaren Vale 
in Australia, and the Otego Valley in New Zealand. Currently he splits time between residences in 
Chevy Chase, Maryland and St. Armand’s Circle in Florida.

Rich Hermansen selected has first wine list for a restaurant shortly after graduating from college 
with a degree in Mathematics. He has extensive service and management experience in the food and 
wine industry. Family and friends rate him as their favorite chef, bartender, and wine steward. He 
lives in Severna Park, Maryland.
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Letters, from page 12
Legal Questions Affordable Housing

To: Sarasota City Commissioner Jen Ahearn-Koch
Thank you, Jen. This is a spectacular building. Hopefully, 

this will inspire positive robust growth on the North Trail.
However, I am still unsure whether or not it would be a 

benchmark height for the expansion of affordable housing 
under the Live Local Act. My understanding, as per the 
analysis by the FL Senate, is that it will be.

“A county may not restrict the density of such develop-
ment below the highest allowed density on any unincorpo-
rated land in the county where residential development is 
allowed. Additionally, a county may not restrict the height 
of such development below the highest allowed height for 
a commercial or residential development in its jurisdiction 
within 1 mile of the proposed development or 3 stories, 
whichever is higher.”

Pg 26, https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2023/102/
Analyses/2023s00102.ap.PDF

Should we now expect 6 story apartment buildings along 
the North Trail?

Richard Bona
Sarasota
 

Legal Questions Affordable Housing
To: Richard Bona
Thanks for the question per height. I have copied Mr. 

Fournier to respond to the specific Ringling proposed 
project. It is my understanding from a discussion with Mr. 
Fournier that “leap frogging” the one-mile radius to new 
sites would not be allowed (yet).

Also know that the Sarasota Bay Club height could also 
impact allowable heights on the Trail and elsewhere that are 
within one mile.

Attached are two pdfs. One has a pinpoint of The Sarasota 
Bay Club with a one-mile radius. The other has two pin-
points, one is US Recycling and the other is Alanari (to 
illustrate the proximity of USR as within a mile of Alanari).

Of equal concern is the potential allowable density which, 
right now in the City of Sarasota, is 50 units an acre. As you 
know, there is a ZTA that just passed Planning Board 4-1 
that would allow the density to go up to 200 units an acre 
when providing 11.25% affordable housing. If this passes, 
then it is my understanding that the new highest density 
would be 200 units an acre and any development qualify-
ing for the Live Local Act could seek 200 units an acre as 
well, but I will also request a response from Mr. Fournier. I 
do believe Mr. Fournier is attending a conference where he 
will learn more about the Live Local Act so he may wait to 
respond until after his conference.

I have requested from Mr. Brown an analysis of what the 
Live Local Act could look like for the City of Sarasota. While 
the Live Local Act may be beneficial for the City of Sarasota 
and some other communities around the State, and the 
intent is certainly laudable, the unintended consequences to 
the City’s infrastructure should be examined.

Jen Ahearn-Koch
City Commissioner, City of Sarasota

Legal Questions Affordable Housing
To: Sarasota City Attorney Robert Fournier
I have several questions related to the upcoming ZTAs and 

also implications of the Live Local Act:
First, I want to confirm the Planning Department’s assertion 

that property owners’ development rights are limited to the 
“Base density” and that no additional rights will be conveyed 
with ZTAs offering “Bonus density” when a project includes a 
specified amount of affordable housing. I am concerned that 
we would be prevented from reducing the “Bonus density” and/
or increasing the amount of affordable housing required in the 
future because that adjustment would be interpreted as a “tak-
ing.” If we would be restricted, will including an expiration date 
on the ZTA address my concern?

What density figure would the Live Local Act use as the 
“highest allowed density” in where residential buildings are 
permitted? Would it be the highest “Base density” in the City 
or the highest density possible with bonuses? (I suspect that it 
is too soon after the law’s passage to know how it will be inter-
preted, but we should consider the most likely interpretation 
with the new ZTAs.)

On a different subject, it will take time to bring new afford-
able units online, and there won’t be enough to satisfy the need 
anytime soon. It would be unfortunate if a significant percent-
age of them are filled by people with no prior connection to 
Sarasota. Is it possible (legal) to limit eligibility to households 
in which at least one individual has been a City of Sarasota resi-
dent for a specified period of time (e.g., 1 year) or is employed 
in the City of Sarasota? Thank you for your guidance on this 
topic.

Debbie Trice
City Commissioner
City of Sarasota

Legal Questions Affordable Housing
To: Sarasota City Commissioner Debbie Trice
My thoughts/responses to your questions below are as fol-

lows:
As to your first question, I would agree that if the ZTA pro-

vides for bonus density for a specified percentage of attainable 
housing, that that doesn’t mean that vested rights are created 
for every property owner in the City to have an entitlement to 
utilize that code provision in perpetuity.   However, I have to 
say that once the ZTA is adopted that it becomes an “entitle-
ment” insofar as it would enable anyone who qualifies to apply 
for the density bonus.  This right would exist for those appli-
cants who filed their applications for development approval 
during the time the code provision is in effect.  I do not see 
any legal issues with a sunset provision, if the City Commission 
wants to include one, but I since I do not think that the City 
would be precluded from increasing the percentage threshold of 
attainable units in the future, I do not think that it’s necessary 
to add a sunset provision to be able to do this, as I think the 
Commission would be able to do it anyway.  This is subject to 
the caveat that there might be some property owner/developers 
with plans to develop that are so far underway at the time a 
new regulation is adopted that it would be inequitable to sub-
ject them to a higher standard, that is to a higher threshold of 
attainability to get the density bonus.

Based on the language in the statute, it is my interpreta-
tion at the present time that the “highest allowed density” for 
purposes of the Live Local Act would be the highest density 
possible with bonuses, which at the present time would be 200 
dwelling units per acre.  However, I also agree that it might be 
too soon after the law’s passage to say with certainty how it will 
be interpreted, so for now anyway, we have to determine the 
most likely interpretation, which I think is the density cap with 
the bonus.  I will be attending the annual Florida Municipal 
Attorneys’ Association seminar in early July and I am hoping 
that there will be some information/discussion about this issue 
during the portion of the session where they review legislation 
adopted in 2023 that impacts municipalities.

My initial, without any research, response is that it will not 
be legally possible to limit eligibility to households in which at 
least one individual has been a City resident for a minimum 
period of time.  But this response is an educated guess at this 
time and I will spend a little more time to research this par-
ticular issue a little more to be certain that I am correct before 
the City Commission considers the issue as an agenda item at 
a regular meeting and I can follow up with you before then.

Robert M. Fournier
City Attorney
City of Sarasota

Legal Questions regarding Downtown 
Affordable Housing

To: Sarasota City Commission 
I am sharing some good questions raised by Commissioner 

Trice and Mr. Fournier’s responses so that you too are aware. 

Thanks.
Marlon Brown
City Manager
City of Sarasota

Legal Questions Affordable Housing
To: Sarasota City Attorney Robert Fournier
Thanks, Bob, for the quick response – and for the positive 

opinion regarding Base vs Bonus density. I will keep my fin-
gers crossed on the 3rd item – that your research will enable us 
to limit eligibility or give preference for the affordable housing 
units generated by bonus density to people who already live 
or work in Sarasota.

I have a follow-up question on the 2nd item regarding 
the likely interpretation of the Live Local Act regarding 
the allowed maximum density. I suspect that the number 
200 units/acre presupposes that the Commission approves 
a ZTA that utilizes the full 4-times-density documented in 
the Comprehensive Plan as “up to” 4x. If the Commission 
approves a ZTA that implements only a 3x bonus at this time, 
would you expect the Live Local Act to see 150 units/acre as 
the maximum? (What you learn from discussions with your 
colleagues at the seminar in July will be invaluable when the 
Commission addresses the Downtown ZTAs. I hope you can 
get an answer to this follow-up at the seminar.)

Debbie Trice
City Commissioner
City of Sarasota

Legal Questions Affordable Housing
To: Sarasota City Manager Marlon Brown
Yes, you are correct that I cited the number 200 based 

in part on my expectation that the City Commission will 
approve a Zoning Text Amendment with a density bonus of 
4 times the maximum density in downtown zone districts 
which would be 4 x 50 = 200 in the DTB and DTC zones.  
However, I also cited the number 200 based on the fact 
that the City Commission has already approved Ordinance 
22-5439 on October 17, 2022.  This ordinance amended the 
text of the Future Land Use Chapter of the Comprehensive 
Plan to provide that bonus density of not greater than 4 times 
the base density would be allowed in the downtown zone 
districts.  The ZTA would be the implementing land develop-
ment regulation for this Comprehensive Plan amendment.

So, in the event that the City Commission should decide to 
adopt a ZTA providing for a maximum density bonus of three 
times the base density (as opposed to four times the base den-
sity) as you mention below; then I would have to recommend 
that the Comprehensive Plan should also be amended so as to 
eliminate the possibility of an argument that, notwithstanding 
the ZTA cap of 3 times the based density, the Comprehensive 
Plan authorizes four times the base density for purposes of the 
Live Local Act.  But the bottom line answer to your question 
is that if the Comp Plan was amended to 3 times base density 
and the ZTA reflects 3 times base density, then my answer to 
the question in your first email would be 150 dwelling units 
per acre rather than 200.

Robert M. Fournier
City Attorney
City of Sarasota
 

Need advice-Dogs all over Lido Beach
To: Sarasota City Commissioner Jen Ahearn-Koch
Hope you are/have enjoyed your holiday weekend. Wonder 

if you could give me advice on how to perhaps get bigger and 
additional signs at Lido Beach regarding No Dogs Allowed, 
etc.

I frequent the beach and lately have seen more and more 
dogs on the beach. Some are on a leash and many are just let 
to run free! Not acceptable!

This is a concern of mine and feel we need more police 
presence until the issue is resolved or rules are at least tight-
ened up.  If people claim they are “service” animals I feel it’s 
extremely important for the owners to provide on-the-spot 
documentation stating what the “service” animal is trained 
for and not just have the owners “say” it’s a service animal 
and they have PTSD.  This is not a legal or legitimate reason.

I just attended a meeting a few weeks ago where the dis-
cussion included the issues dogs create for the birds on Lido 
Beach.  I was unaware of the devastation it causes the birds 
especially the eagles living on Lido and their young.  People 
need to be educated and ultimately fined for allowing their 
dogs to be at Lido Beach.

I know there is a non-emergency phone # we can call but 
doesn’t always result in action being taken at the current time. 
Any advice or ideas you can provide would be more than 
appreciated. Thank you, in advance, for your help.

Karen & Bill Crowley
Sarasota
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ANTIQUE ORIENTAL RUGS.COM
FOR OVER 40 YEARS...

ALL HAND CHOSEN
ALL ONE-OF-A-KIND

BOUGHT • SOLD • APPRAISED
Visit our Sarasota Gallery
Call Robert Mosby

941.925.1025
By appointment only

ADVERTISE WITH MONEY MAILER OF SARASOTA, CALL 941-536-5109
281-14-0174/007

SLEEP KING
DISCOUNT SLEEP CENTER

941-922-5271 • Toll Free 800-265-9124
1901 Hansen St. • Sarasota, FL
(1 Block South of Bee Ridge Off 41 - Turn @ Tire Kingdom)

www.SleepKing.net
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ANY SIZE
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Cortez Bait & Seafood 
Fresher than Fresh!

Local Florida Seafood
Oysters • Shrimp • Clams

Fish Spread • Smoked Mullet
Tues-Sat: 10 AM to 6 PM  •  Sun-Mon: 11AM to 6 PM       

Located 2 blocks south of Cortez Road 941.794.1547
CortezSeafoodMarket.com

                  4528 119th St. West, Cortez

SEE US ON FACEBOOK

MON - SAT: 10 AM TO 6:30PM | SUN: 10AM TO 5PM
12110 Cortez Road West

Cortez, FL
941.794.1547

www.cortezbaitandseafood.com

KAREN POMPETTI
Master Barber Sarasota

Traditional Barbering • 38 Years in Business

 484-889-8991
200 CENTRAL AVE. SUITE 11

ACROSS FROM WHOLE FOODS 

menshaircutsarasota.com

4528 119th Street West |Cortez | FL
In Historic Cortez Village

•  Waterfront dining
•  Fresh local seafood
•  Entertainment

www.swordfi shgrillcortez.com

Happy Hour 
DAILY

4 p.m. - 6 p.m.
 941.798.2035

941.260.3232

3501 South Tamiami Trail, Ste. 1165
Sarasota, FL 34239

Sunday-Thursday 11:00-10:00
Friday & Saturday 11:00-11:00 

Reservati ons online at
 connorsrestaurant@connorconcepts.com

L  ved againL  
Boutique

Upscale Women’s Consignment Store
4141 S. Tamiami Trail #8

Sarasota, FL 34231
941.702.8159

MENTION AD FOR 15% DISCOUNT
EXCLUDING SALE ITEMS

AcuMedFL.com  •  KCHILL@ACUEMEDFL.COM
11 S. Blvd. of the Presidents | St. Armands Circle

941.250.6911

• Acupuncture

• Injection Therapy

• Herbology

• Homeopathy

• Massage

MASSAGE & MORE
ON ST. ARMANDS CIRCLE

Steff's Stuff
5380 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE

IN THE CENTRE SHOPS   •  941.383.1901
OPEN DAILY

SteffsStuffLBK.com

ANTIQUES AND TREASURES
ESTATES & CONSIGNMENTS ARRIVING DAILY 

CPA
Taxes and Accounting

941-387-0926

Art Ready To Hang
Sale5370 #202 

GMD
Bob and Mary are @

 5370 #2020 Gulf of Mexico Dr

danaecarnelianconsulting@hotmail.com  •  941-210-0784 
Located in the Centre Shops  •  Longboat Key, FL

Individual & Couples • Grief/Loss •Depression •Anxiety

DANAE KOEPER MSW, LCSW
CLINICAL SOCIAL WORKER/THERAPIST

Find more energy, motivation, clarity, and balance 
in your daily life in a safe and therapeutic environment

If you are not sure if therapy is a right fit for you, 
reach out and let’s figure it out together

Read Danae’s full bio at PsychologyToday.com

DESIGN
DESIGN
DESIGN
DESIGN
DESIGN 2

0
0
0

EXCELLENCE
AND EXPERIENCE

IN HAIR AND NAIL DESIGN

941-387-9807

6840 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE
AT WHITNEY BEACH PLAZA

www.design2000longboatkeyfl.com

HOMEBOUND?
We offer at home 

hair services.

Celebrating 26 years
 on the island!

ads@Lbknews.com 
941.387.2200
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