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  DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS AUG 15 

Prime Minister of India inaugurated Param Pragya, an Artificial Intelligence (AI)- powered high-
performance computing facility at the Indian Institute of Technology Delhi (IIT Delhi) Sonipat 
Campus. 

              ,                                     (IIT Delhi) 

                  ,                (AI)                  

                               '           '-   (Param 

Pragya)                 . 

Resolution for ‘Tamil Thai Vazhthu’  

❖ The Tamil Nadu Assembly unanimously adopted a resolution for Tamil Thai Vazhthu to be 
mandatorily sung first before the commencement of programmes in all educational institutions, 
universities, government offices, public sector undertakings, and other public institutions in the 
State.  

❖ This comes on the heels of the Union Home Ministry, in a letter dated July 9, 2026, making certain 
observations on the rendering of the State song and directing the State government to render Vande 
Mataram at the beginning of State functions.  

❖ Tamil Thai Vazhthu was taken from Manonmaniam, written by Manonmaniam Sundaranar in 
1891.  

❖ The resolution said the government order stipulating that it should be sung first at government 
functions came into effect on November 23, 1970.  

❖ Subsequently, the DMK government, on December 12, 2021, issued an order according 
recognition to it as the State song.  

❖ The State government’s resolution accords priority to Tamil Thai Vazhthu. 
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❖                 ,         12, 2021                   
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        . 

FCRA Bill Withdrawal – TN 

 ❖ The Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly unanimously passed a resolution urging the Union 
Government to withdraw the Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Amendment Bill, 2026 in its 
present form.  

❖ The resolution raised concerns over provisions allowing the Government to take over, manage, 
dispose of or sell assets of charitable organisations after FCRA (Foreign Contribution Regulation Act) 
registration expires, is not renewed, is cancelled or surrendered.  

❖ It urged the Centre to hold comprehensive consultations with State governments and charitable, 
religious, educational, medical and social organisations.  

❖ The Assembly said any amendment should protect natural justice, proportionality, property 
rights, legitimate expectation and federalism, while ensuring transparency and accountability in 
foreign contributions.  

❖ The resolution also stated that the Bill could affect the autonomy of charitable organisations, 
including educational and social welfare institutions run by minorities. 
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Fifteen new judges 

 ❖ The Madras High Court Chief Justice Sushrut Arvind Dharmadhikari administered the oath of 
office to 15 new judges.  

❖ With this the working strength of the High Court has increased to 66 against its sanctioned 
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strength of 75 judges. 

 ❖ While the first five out of the eight elevated from the Bar had been appointed directly as 
permanent judges of the High Court, the rest had been appointed as additional judges for a fixed 
tenure.  

❖ It is a matter of pride for all of us that this High Court has 13 women judges, the highest among all 
high courts in the country.  

❖ Today the strength is 75.  

❖ Even when the sanctioned strength was 18, it has never achieved a full strength. 
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Kerala (Alteration of Name) Bill, 2026  

❖ The Kerala (Alteration of Name) Bill, 2026 was introduced by the Minister of State for Home 
Affairs Nityanand Rai in Lok Sabha. 

 ❖ The Bill seeks to change the name of the state of Kerala to “Keralam” in the First Schedule of the 
Constitution.  

❖ A resolution in this regard was passed by Kerala Legislative Assembly in June 2024.  

❖ Then, the Kerala government had forwarded to the Centre a resolution passed by the state's 
legislative assembly regarding the name change.  

❖ Subsequently, the President of India referred a bill to the state legislature for expressing its views. 

❖ The Kerala Legislative Assembly unanimously endorsed the President’s reference on the proposal. 

❖ The legislators unanimously endorsed all queries raised by the President on the Bill’s 10 clauses, 
including approval of its title and its provisions.  

❖ This was the first time a Presidential reference has been sent to the Kerala Legislative Assembly 
for its opinion.  

❖ Noting that the First Schedule of the Constitution recorded the State’s name as ‘Kerala,’ the 
Assembly had urged the Union government to adopt steps under Article 3 of the Constitution to 
officially rename the State as ‘Keralam.’  

❖ Once the present bill is passed by Parliament and notified, the State’s official name will be 
changed from Kerala to Keralam.  

❖ Amendments will be made in the First Schedule to the Constitution by modifying the name of 
state of 'Kerala' as 'Keralam' in accordance with article 3 of the Constitution. 
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Article 3 of the Constitution  

❖ According to Article 3 of the Indian Constitution, Parliament may, by law, alter the name of any 
State.  

❖ The article also states that no Bill for the purpose shall be introduced in either House of 
Parliament except on the recommendation of the President.  

❖ And unless where the proposal contained in the bill affects the area, boundaries or name of any 
of the States, the Bill has been referred by the president to the legislature of that State for 
expressing its views thereon within such period as may be specified in the reference or within such 
further period as the president may allow and the period so specified or allowed has expired.  

❖ This, in simpler terms, means that the State Assembly first passes a resolution for the change of 
the name and sends it to the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA). 

 ❖ It is then sent for the recommendation of the President to Parliament.  

❖ Such a Bill can only be introduced in Parliament after the President recommends it.  

❖ The next step is to send the Bill to the affected state’s legislature to get their views within a set 
time.  

❖ A crucial point to note is that the State’s opinion is not binding. Parliament can move forward 
even if the State disagrees.  

❖ The Bill is then introduced in either the Lok Sabha (Lower House) or Rajya Sabha (Upper House) 
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and must be passed by a simple majority, i.e. more than 50% of the members must be present and 
voting in any of the houses.  

❖ Once passed by Parliament, the Bill goes back to the President for final signature.  

❖ Once signed, it becomes an Act, and the name is officially changed in the First and Fourth 

Schedules of the Constitution. ❖ 
 The process of changing the name of the country is significantly more complex than changing the 
name of a State.  

❖ As Article 3 deals exclusively with changing the name of States, changing India’s name would 
require a formal Constitutional Amendment under Article 368.  

❖ Article 1 of the Constitution, which defines the country as “India that is Bharat, shall be a Union of 
States…,” would also need to be amended.  

❖ In order to exclusively use just one name for the country, the amendment Bill must be passed by 
two-thirds of members present and voting in both houses of the Parliament.  

❖ It also requires the support of more than 50% of the total strength of each House.  

❖ The Supreme Court of India has twice (in 2016 and 2020) rejected pleas to rename India to 
Bharat. 

 ❖ It was stating that both names are already official and the Constitution refers to both ‘Bharat’ 
and ‘India,’ signalling that they may be used interchangeably. 
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