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Tickets

Sydney event 
27 Oct, 6:30pm-8:30pm

Key:

The best way to enjoy the Festival is to purchase a day or weekend pass. 
Being a passholder means you can wander freely between events and decide spontaneously each day 
which events you’d like to attend. Subject to availability, we release single tickets for many events closer to 
the Festival. However, single tickets may not be available for some headliners, nor for popular speakers in 
smaller venues.  None of the passes include workshops; these tickets must be purchased separately.

A Journey of One’s Own
Kathryn Heyman, Hazel Phillips and San San  
in conversation with Nicole Abadee
THE WOMEN’S CLUB  
Level 4, 179 Elizabeth Street, Sydney 
Tickets sold separately

Platinum passes 
include all events across 

all stages, including 
Friday in the Megalong 
Valley, Opening Night 

and your choice of Scenic 
World event.

gold passes 
include Opening Night, all 
events on Saturday and 
Sunday, and your choice 
of Scenic World event.

Silver passes 
include all events on 
Saturday and Sunday, 
with the exception of 
Scenic World events 

(which can be purchased 
individually).

bronze passes  
are single day passes 

for Saturday or Sunday 
and include all events on 
the day that you choose, 

with the exception of 
Scenic World events 

(which can be purchased 
individually).

$335 adult
$309 conc

$309 adult
$299.50 conc

$224 adult
$209 conc

various
prices

11:00am—12:00pm 2:00pm—3:00pm 6:30pm—8:00pm 8:00pm—9:00pm

BRUCE PASCOE 
in conversation with 
Grace Lucas-
Pennington

The Book 
Showdown
with Benjamin Law 
featuring
Mirandi Riwoe 
and Brooke Davis

Opening Night
Pip Williams, 
Larissa Behrendt, 
Micaela Sahhar, 
Michael Winkler, 
Marie Elena Ellis 
and Victoria 
Falconer  

MTNS MADE
Isabelle Li, Naomi 
Parry Duncan, 
Barry Corr, Mark 
O’Flynn with Erin 
English

The Old Stables 
M

egalong Valley
Tibbi W

halan Hall
Katoom

ba
grand dining room

Carrington Hotel

The literary atmosphere
rekindled my desire to write.

included in platinum passes included in gold passes free event
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9:00am 9:30am 10:00am 10:30am 11:00am 11:30am 12:00pm 12:30pm 1:00pm 1:30pm 2:00pm 2:30pm

MELISSA 
LUCASHENKO 
in conversation 
with Larissa 
Behrendt

BOB CARR 
in conversation 
with Michaela 
Kalowski

Is Justice  
Possible?
Larissa Behrendt 
and Marika 
Sosnowski in 
conversation with
Eric Sidoti
Presented in partnership 
with The Whitlam Institute

Welcome to 
country

JANE CARO and 
CHRIS HAMMER 
in conversation with 
Kate Mildenhall
Presented in partnership 
with Megalong Tea Rooms

PIP WILLIAMS  
in conversation with 
Debra Adelaide
Presented in partnership 
with Lot 101

Shapeshifters
Mary Colussi, 
Michael Winkler, 
Zoe Terakes and 
Rhett Davis in 
conversation with 
Beejay Silcox

MICHAEL 
MOHAMMED 
AHMAD  
in conversation with 
Benjamin Law

Right of Return
Micaela Sahhar, 
Antoun Issa and 
Sara Haddad  
in conversation with 
Sarah Malik

Books  
Imitating Life
Claire Thomas, 
Angela O’Keeffe 
and Joseph Earp  
in conversation with 
Grace Lucas-
Pennington

A Few  
Good Men 
George Kemp and 
Andrew Pippos 
in conversation with 
Michael Winkler

What to do  
About Sydney
Fiona Wright, 
Max Easton and 
Yumna Kassab 
in conversation 
with Fiona Kelly 
McGregor

Poetic 
Possibilities
Andy Jackson, 
Luke Patterson 
and Marie Elena 
Ellis in conversation 
with Laurie May

ABC Radio Sydney Live Broadcast 
in The Carrington Lounge
with Rae Johnston

3:00pm 3:30pm 4:00pm 4:30pm 5:00pm 5:30pm 6:00pm 6:30pm 7:00pm 7:30pm 8:00pm

WALEED ALY in 
conversation with 
Amy Sambrooke
Presented in partnership 
with the Fairmont Resort

Knowing Country
Bruce Pascoe, 
Barry Corr and 
Debra Dank in
conversation with  
Rae Johnston
Presented in partnership 
with No. 14 Lovel St

Can Satire   
Save Us?
Fiona Wright and 
Kate Mildenhall 
in conversation with 
Beejay Silcox

A Writer’s Life
Steve Toltz, 
Joseph Earp, John 
Morrissey and 
Zeynab Gamieldien 
in conversation with 
Toni Jordan

Queerstories 
Hosted by Maeve Marsden with 
Bob Brown, Zoe Terakes, 
George Kemp, Bobuq Sayed 
and Chloe Mills

Talking To Kids 
About Difficult 
Things
Sara Haddad, 
Ellen van Neerven 
and Josh Silver 
in conversation with 
Maeve Marsden

Fraught Family 
Histories
JANE MESSER 
in conversation 
with Eleanor 
Limprecht

Grief and 
Redemption
Katia Ariel, 
Kathryn Heyman 
and Isabelle Li 
in conversation 
with Michaela 
Kalowski

Our Strange 
Desires
Kris Kneen and 
Zoe Terakes in 
conversation with 
Fiona Kelly 
McGregor

                Skyway Cabaret at Scenic World

Poetry & 
Motion
Maria van 
Neerven 
and Andy 
Jackson

Art & 
Heartache
Yumna 
Kassab 
and Claire 
Thomas

History & 
Possibility
Jock Serong 
and Jordan 
Prosser

stage 1
stage 2

stage 3
stage 4

other venues

Key: included in platinum passes included in gold passes free event
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7:30am 9:30am 10:00am 10:30am 11:00am 11:30pm 12:00pm 12:30pm 1:00pm

The Library That 
Made Me 
Ellen van Neerven, 
Roanna Gonsalves, Bruce 
Pascoe, Yumna Kassab 
and Phillipa McGuinness
Presented in partnership with the 
State Library of NSW

How to Write a Life
Bob Brown, Debra Dank 
and Cynthia Banham  
in conversation with  
Zohra Aly
Presented in partnership with 
Theo Poulos Real Estate

Beware the White 
Moderate 
Amy Remeikis, Melissa 
Lucashenko and Bobuq 
Sayed in conversation with 
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Ashley Kalagian Blunt 
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in conversation with  
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Toni Jordan  
in conversation with  
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FIONA KELLY MCGREGOR 
in conversation with  
Beejay Silcox

Colonising Space 
John Morrissey and 
Jordan Prosser  
in conversation with  
Rae Johnston

Big Scary Tech 
Steve Toltz and Mary 
Colussi in conversation 
with Kate Mildenhall

Inspired by Nature 
Johanna Bell, Rhett 
Davis and James 
O’Hanlon

1:30pm 2:00pm 2:30pm 3:00pm 3:30pm 4:00pm 4:30pm 5:00pm 5:30pm

In Institutions  
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Bob Carr, Jane Caro 
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in conversation with  
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Why We Garden 
Hannah Moloney  
in conversation with  
Amy Sambrooke
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Blue Mountains Gazette

The Mick Dark Talk 
for the Future 
BOB BROWN
Presented in partnership with 
the Blue Mountains Conservation 
Society

RICHARD GLOVER 
in conversation with  
Amy Sambrooke
Presented in partnership with 
Discover the Blue Mountains

This Ain’t  
Heated Rivalry 
Bobuq Sayed, Josh 
Silver and George Kemp 
in conversation with  
Maeve Marsden

Look Back to  
Look Forward 
Pip Williams, Jock 
Serong and Mirandi 
Riwoe in conversation with 
Zohra Aly

Poetry / Parenthood 
Maria van Neerven  
in conversation with  
Ellen van Neerven

Interrogating  
the Archive 
Marika Sosnowski, 
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DEBRA ADELAIDE  
in conversation with  
Sarah Malik

Wild Souls and 
Wonder
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Veechi Stuart

Mothers,  
Daughters, Sisters 
Eleanor Limprecht, 
Brooke Davis and 
Munira Tabassum 
Ahmed in conversation with 
Michaela Kalowski

The Fall of the 
Marriage Plot
Kris Kneen and Andrew 
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Olivia Murphy 
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Sydney Review of Books

stage 1
stage 2

stage 3
stage 4

scenic world

Key: included in platinum passes included in gold passes free event
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Workshops

NOV 
01

Editing for Impact  
with Katia Ariel
9:15am – 12:15pm
Blue Mtns Cultural Centre

NOV 
01

Sweatshop Workshop  
with Michael 
Mohammed Ahmad
12:45pm – 3:45pm
Blue Mtns Cultural Centre

NOV 
01

Narrative, Image and 
Memory with  
Debra Dank
1:30pm – 4:30pm
Blue Mtns Cultural Centre

NOV 
01

Writing Historical 
Fiction with  
Mirandi Riwoe
9:30am – 12:30pm
Blue Mtns Cultural Centre

Kids

What’s That Splat? 
With Johanna Bell
11:00am – 11:45am
Katoomba Library

Squids, Turtles and 
Tardigrades With 
James O’Hanlon
12:00pm – 12:45pm
Katoomba Library

Nightmare League 
With Reece Carter
1:00pm – 2:00pm
Katoomba Library

FREE

Venues

Accessibility

The majority of events will be held in Katoomba at The Carrington Hotel at 15-47 Katoomba Street or 
the Tibbi Whalan Hall (formerly known as the Katoomba Community Hall) at 81-83 Katoomba Street. The 
Baroque Room is part of The Carrington complex and is accessed via the circular driveway rather than 
the hotel itself. The Megalong Valley events are held in the Megalong Valley, 30 minutes’ drive west of 
Katoomba. (The Megalong Valley is NOT a venue within the Carrington Hotel!)

Workshops will be held at Blue Mountains Cultural Centre and Varuna Reading Room and the Kid’s 
Program will be at Katoomba Library at 30 Parke Street. The Skyway Cabaret and Inspired by Nature 
will be held at Scenic World, on the corner of Violet Street and Cliff Drive, Katoomba. 

The Blue Mountains Writers’ Festival strives to make every event as accessible as possible. 50% 
discounts on all tickets and passes are available for patrons on a Disability Support Pension.

All events are wheelchair accessible except Inspired by Nature and Benjamin Law’s workshop at Blue 
Mountains Sauna. For full information about venue access for each venue, please go to the Festival website.

T-loops and real-time captions will be available in both the Grand Dining Room and Tibbi Whalan 
Hall stages. The Festival has Auslan interpreters available for the weekend and will schedule them into 
sessions on request – email hello@bluemountainswritersfestival.com.au.

The Blue Mountains Writers’ Festival is a member of the Companion Card scheme, and registered/
accredited assistance animals are welcome. If you have access requirements that aren’t covered by the 
above, please contact us at hello@bluemountainswritersfestival.com.au.

OCT 
31

OCT 
31

OCT 
31

OCT 
29

UP CLOSE AND PERSONAL 
with Benjamin Law
12:00pm – 4:00pm
Blue Mountains Sauna, Leura

OCT 
30

Objects, Artefacts 
and Talismans  
with Eleanor  
Limprecht
9:00am – 4:00pm
Varuna Reading Room

OCT 
30

The Gadgets &  
Gizmos of Poetic Craft  
with Luke Patterson
9:45am – 12:45pm
Blue Mtns Cultural Centre

OCT 
30

Writing Family 
History with Cynthia 
Banham
9:30am – 12:30pm
Blue Mtns Cultural Centre

OCT 
30

Harnessing Wonder  
with Kathryn Heyman
1:00pm – 4:00pm
Blue Mtns Cultural Centre

OCT 
31

Horror as Metaphor 
with Kris Kneen
10:00am – 1:00pm
Blue Mtns Cultural Centre

OCT 
30

the craft of revision  
with jane messer
1:15pm – 4:15pm
Blue Mtns Cultural Centre

OCT 
31

Strengthen Your 
Narrative Drive  
with Ashley  
Kalagian Blunt
9:00am – 4:00pm
Varuna Reading Room

OCT 
31

The Essentials of Plot  
with Toni Jordan
10:30am – 1:30pm
Blue Mtns Cultural Centre

OCT 
31

Writing the Weird  
with Johanna Bell
1:30pm – 4:30pm
Blue Mtns Cultural Centre

OCT 
31

Writing Nature with 
Katherine Johnson
2:00pm – 5:00pm
Blue Mtns Cultural Centre

NOV 
01

Character Arcs with 
Anthony Mullins
9:00am – 4:00pm
Varuna Reading Room
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Thank you

The Blue Mountains Writers’ Festival and 
Varuna the National Writers’ House are 
grateful to our donors, sponsors and funding 
bodies for their generous support. We couldn’t 
do it without you ! 

Bronze parnters
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media partners

Event Partners & Gold partners

Silver partners

Festival partners & funding bodies

Thank you to our Patron, David Hammon, whose incredible generosity has enabled Varuna and the Blue Mountains Writers Festival to support the writers 
of Australia in ways that we would not be able to otherwise. Thank you to our state and federal funding bodies, Create NSW and Creative Australia, who 
provide the core funding so essential to the ongoing support of Australian writers.

“I loved the buzzing atmosphere of patrons, 
writers and volunteers, and seeing people 
sitting around reading. I feel like I am with my 
‘people’ when reading is considered a cool and 
normal daytime activity!”

bluemountainswritersfestival.com

Festival branding by

SITE BY


