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— Dear Vail Mountain School Community,

What a pleasure to invite you into our 2025-2026 VMS Magazine. Following the launch of our strategic plan, Learning Elevated: 10

Bold Initiatives for a Decade, this past school year marked an inspiring first year of implementation—moving our strategic vision into
vibrant daily practice across campus. Throughout these pages, you will see how the pillars of our mission Gharacter, Knowledge, and
Community come alive, woven together with our central themes of Academic Excellence, Experiential Learning, Leadership,
and Environmental Stewardship.

Under the umbrellas of Academic Excellence and Experiential Learning, our classrooms routinely extended into the real world. Ninth-grade
students explored creative vulnerability during poetry workshops with a visiting artist, while 8" graders engaged in hands-on snow safety
and avalanche science during their backcountry winter expedition. In Middle School science, student researchers advanced all the way to
the Colorado State Science Fair. Connecting literature directly to Environmental Stewardship, senior seminar students journeyed down the
San Juan River to study water ecology alongside creative reflection, while 5" graders gained firsthand insight into biomechanics, surgical
robotics, and medical innovation during an interactive visit to The Steadman Clinic.

Our featured alumni stories in this issue highlight the lasting impact of a VMS education and the full-circle connections that enrich our school
family. We showcase graduates returning to campus as medical research mentors, Science Fair judges, and community panel speakers
sharing their real-world expertise with current students. We highlight the inspiring story of a second-generation graduate—following in the
footsteps of her parents and sisters—who balanced the rigorous demands of elite alpine ski racing and varsity soccer to commit as a dual-
sport NCAA Division | collegiate athlete. From healthcare practitioners continuing multi-generational family legacies in the valley to young
leaders serving on local boards and mountain operations, our alumni demonstrate what it means to lead with purpose.

Demonstrating Character and Leadership, our community impact reached far beyond our campus walls. YMS was proudly honored as the
regional Yolunteer Group of the Year for our experiential Spanish language and service-learning programs, and we celebrated decades

of fruitful community partnership through initiatives like SummerQuest as well as newer partnerships with Longer Tables. Female student
leaders gained invaluable career mentorship alongside professional ski patrollers during Young Women's Day on Vail Mountain. And on the
snow and courts, student-athletes achieved extraordinary success—from junior freeride snowboarders competing internationally at the world
championships to an individual state championship in Nordic skiing and a historic regional postseason run for Upper School Girls Basketball.

None of these achievements would be possible without the extraordinary commitment of our school community. The inaugural year of the
Hummingbird Society was a resounding success, thoughtfully connecting grandparents to campus life while generating vital support for our
educational programs. Additionally, our annual Gala and VMS Fund campaign exceeded expectations, securing essential funding to enhance
athletic programs, broaden access, and provide renewal grants for our incredibly talented and dedicated faculty.

| am deeply grateful for your trust, energy, and shared dedication as we continug to fulfill our school’s vision to Educate and Elevate
Humans for Good.

Warmly,

S‘te/wc ﬂ%@

Steve Bileca
Head of School

VMS Magazine 2025-2026




||

4 J e - A7
AN A/J/ ,Se -ISCL Zi 4!

-




VMS Magazine 2025-2026 7



Athlete Spotlight:

‘Two Sports, One Standard: Solveig
Moritz lakes Her lalents to Denver

Less than 1% of

' first-year female For Solveig Moritz, competing at a high level has meant more than committing to one sport. A 2026 graduate of
/ 2 §tyc!ent-ath|etes at Vail Mountain School, Solveig has spent her high school years moving between alpine ski racing and soccer while
: — Division | schools are also keeping up with the demands of a rigorous academic program. This fall, she will take that unique combination

(CHNCLROIVERUTONY o the University of Denver and compete in both sports at the D1 level.
sports in college.

/ Solveig’s path to Denver has deep roots at VMS. Her parents, Kaia Moritz ‘89 and Misha Moritz '88, attended the
2 . ' school, as did her three older sisters, Annika 19, Liv '23 and Kjersti "23. Athletics have been a family affair. Liv and
Kjersti are both dual-sport collegiate athletes, as well as current members of the U.S. Ski Team.

Growing up amongst accomplished siblings meant Solveig had plenty of examples around her and no shortage
of competition. In the U.S. Alpine Championships at Vail's Golden Peak, Solveig finished seventh overall in the
Super-G, ahead of her sisters, prompting a result that was bound to generate some family conversation.

As a FIS athlete with Ski & Snowboard Club Vail, Solveig has competed in both technical and speed events and
traveled the globe for training and competition. Skiing at an elite level while attending VMS requires a significant
degree of independence. Training schedules can begin early, competitions can take students out of school for days
at a time, and travel and recovery have to fit alongside homework, tests, and everything else that comes with being
a high school student. For Solveig, managing the demands of full-time ski racing meant taking ownership of her
academics and making the most of the time she physically had at school.

Soccer added another layer to an already demanding schedule. As a four-year varsity player for the Rangers,
Solveig played both midfielder and forward, adapting to where she was needed most. When the spring soccer
seasons and skiing competitions overlapped, the challenge was threefold. Finding the discipline to stay on top of
schoolwork while simultaneously balancing the individual pursuit of ski racing and captaining the VMS soccer team
was no easy accomplishment.

' That range will serve Solveig well at Denver, where she will have the rare opportunity to pursue two athletic
passions while earning her degree.

During the 2025-2026 season, Honors and Selections Murphy Roberts Holiday Classic U18 Podium: Secured a 2"-place
Ski & Snowboard Club Vail 2025/2026 SYNC Performance Team Selection: Named to the finish in the U18 category during the FIS Giant Slalom events and was

(SSCV) alpine skier Solveig prestigious 2025/2026 national SYNC Team, which recognizes a select named a top U18 standout in night slalom events.

Moritz earned key honors, group of top junior alpine ski racers across the United States. FIS Top-10 Finishes: Achieved multiple top-15 and top-10 finishes in

selection roster spots, and o . FIS-sanctioned events, including an 8"-place result in the Giant Slalom

competition achievements in FIS & SSCV Competition Achievements at Vail in April 2026.

FIS and regional events: U.S. Alpine National Championships Competitor: Qualified for Nor-Am Cup Standings: Competed at the elite North American Cup
and represented SSCV at the U.S. Alpine Championships in Vail. level, earning top-10 regional discipline standings in Downhill and Super

G during the 2025 and 2026 FIS seasons.



Athlete Spotlight:
Scholar Athlete and

State Champion: Isla Elton

Isla Elton’'s 2026 season earned her two distinctions: Colorado High School Ski League State
Champion and Vail Mountain School Female Scholar Athlete. The junior won the 5-kilometer race at
Snow Mountain Ranch by 25 seconds, adding the title to a Nordic career that already included two
state championships in 2025,

The result followed a season in which she consistently challenged herself and her competitors. At a
January league race, she won both the 3.5-kilometer classic and 4.7-kilometer skate races, and she
closed the regular season with another victory in the 6-kilometer skate at Gold Run Nordic Center.

But Elton’s accomplishments extend well beyond race results. In presenting her Scholar Athlete award,
Annie Halloran 26 described an athlete who brings the same discipline to the classroom that she brings
to the snow, “taking hard classes with grace, meeting with her teachers, and putting in the extra time

at school” That commitment carries across her many athletic pursuits, including competing with Battle
Mountain, SSCV, and VMS.

“She consistently brings a focused, best effort, and it has been rewarding to see that dedication
translate into strong performances on race day,” one coach said. Another described her simply:
“She inspires the team and is a good member of the VMS community.”

The combination of excellence and humility is part of what makes Elton’s accomplishments so notable.
As Halloran put it, “This athlete is so humble in her accomplishments that most wouldn't know she has
won three state championship races, runs cross country, all while scoring goals in soccer.”

For Elton, competition is also an opportunity to become a better athlete and teammate. At the 2025
state championships, she spoke about how her strongest competition pushed her to improve: “She .
pushed me to be a better athlete and competitor, and she’s a role model.” A year later, she continued ‘,_;--'"
to approach racing with that same focus, using competition not simply to win, but to challenge herself.

Repeating as a state champion is an accomplishment. Doing so while pursuing challenging academics
and contributing across multiple teams speaks to the self-discipline to keep showing up, the courage
to push herself, and the humility to let the work speak for itself.

P =t i s
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Vail Mountain School

The Discipline of the Athlete

At first glance, the stories of both Julie Brown '27 and Kaleb Gibbs '27 are about freeride snowboarding at the highest
level of junior competition. This winter, both traveled to Kappl, Austria, to compete at the FIS Junior Freeride World
Championships, representing not only themselves but the years of preparation behind them.

The more revealing story is that these are not only disciplined athletes but also incredibly well-rounded people. In a world
that often wants you to only be one thing, they are unique examples of multifaceted excellence.

The FIS Junior Freeride World Championships are among the sport’s most competitive international events, bringing
together the top junior riders from 13 countries to compete on steep, technical alpine faces where athletes have a
single opportunity to choose and execute their line. Set to become an Olympic sport for the first time in 2030, Freeride
is notorious for it's “one run, one chance” format, where athletes are not able to preride a course and must choose
aline based on visual inspection only. Every decision the athletes make, from route selection to cliff drops to speed
management, is judged on criteria including line choice, air and style, control, fluidity and technique. Returning to Kappl
for his second appearance, Kaleb approached the event with the confidence that comes from experience. Choosing

an ambitious line traditionally only taken by skiers, his goal was to push the limits of what was possible for snowboard
freeriders. He finished 13" sharing, “Unfortunately, | wasn't able to stomp the landing, but I'm proud of myself for going
big and pushing my line. | hope to be back next year!” Julie, competing at Junior Worlds for the first time, delivered a
composed and technically strong run to finish 4" overall, less than a point off the podium and the top American in the
women's snowboard field. “I'm pretty stoked on my run, just being out there was truly amazing,” says Julie. While the
performances stood on years of preparation, they also underscored the mindset both athletes have exercised: competing
at this level depends as much on judgment, composure, and the willingness to commit as it does on technical ability.

For Kaleb and Julie, competitive athletics is woven into their lives, not set apart from them. As students, teammates,
community members, and athletes, they are navigating the demands of an ambitious academic program while pursuing
goals that require significant time, travel, and commitment.

That balance is not accidental. It is the result of learning how to prioritize, adapt, and stay engaged across
competing responsibilities.

“Going to VMS means that I'm fortunate enough to be surrounded by a school community that wants to see me succeed
both inside and outside of the classroom,” Julie says. “VMS has given me so much more than help with academics.”

For Julie, that broader education has meant saying yes to experiences beyond her primary sport. During her time at VMS,
she has participated in soccer, telemark skiing, environmental club, philanthropy, and service opportunities, while also
traveling and learning from cultures outside her own,

Those experiences have shaped the way she approaches competition. Her coach describes a season defined not only
by technical progress—qreater precision, balance, and adaptability—~but by consistency, resilience, and a willingness to
support those around her. Julie’s pursuit of Junior Worlds required physical preparation and mental discipline, but it also
reflected a larger pattern: the ability to commit deeply while remaining open to growth. “This year, Julie set her sights on
qualifying for Junior Worlds, and her dedication reflected that goal. She's pushed her limits with courage and humility,



demonstrating the character and perseverance that define SSCV's core values,” says
Kevin Sundheim, the freeride snowboard coach of Ski & Snowboard Club Vail. Kevin
has coached Julie since she was a freshman and Kaleb since he was in 4" grade.

Kaleb's experience at VMS has similarly been shaped by the opportunity to explore
beyond the thing he already excelled in. “It would've been very easy for me to simply
stick to what I knew in snowboarding because that was what | was good at,” he says.
“But the lack of pressure to be an amazing athlete in a specific sport at VMS gave
me the confidence to try new sports that I'm not great at.” That confidence has led
him to play soccer, basketball, and lacrosse alongside his snowboarding career. For
Kaleb, the value of those experiences is not measured in wins or statistics, but in the
willingness to be a beginner again. “l feel the freedom to make mistakes, and | have
the opportunity to learn from them,” he says.

That mindset has carried into his riding. According to his coach, Kaleb has made
significant strides this season, developing greater control, adaptability, and confidence
in challenging terrain. “His ability to rebound from setbacks shows maturity and mental
toughness, allowing him to tackle bigger challenges with confidence and creativity.”
Just as importantly, he has emerged as a teammate and leader, demonstrating the
character and commitment that strengthen the entire program. His accomplishments
on the mountain were recognized alongside his academic dedication when he received
the prestigious Scholar Athlete Award, chosen by the Upper School faculty for a
student who has excelled both in athletics and in the classroom.

The demands of pursuing excellence in multiple arenas are real. For Kaleb, winter
days often begin early on the mountain and end late after practices, homework, and

travel. “When | play basketball and train for snowboarding, | don't have any days off,”
he says. “Early mornings on the mountain, late night basketball practices, and traveling
to competitions is often exhausting and at times overwhelming. That being said, it is
by no means impossible, and for me, it's definitely worth it.” The ability to sustain that
schedule depends not only on personal discipline, but also on the support structures
around him. “The teachers at VMS are always very accommodating and willing to help
me understand content after missing school for extended periods of time,” Kaleb says.
“Their genuine care, flexibility, and support has made it possible for me to be both
successful in the classroom and on the mountain.”

That flexibility is central to the VMS approach. Students are encouraged to pursue
meaningful commitments outside the classroom, and faculty recognize that those
experiences are part of the education itself. The goal is not simply to help students
manage more, but to help them understand how to engage fully—uwith their work,
their communities, and their own interests,

Julie and Kaleb's achievements at Junior Worlds are impressive. But the more lasting
lesson is found in the process that brought them there: the ability to commit, adjust,
persevere, and remain curious while pursuing something difficult. Together, they'll
travel to Austria again in January to compete in the 2027 world championships during
what will be their last year as Junior competitors, a culmination of all they worked for
and achieved as Junior athletes.

The discipline of the athlete is not only found in training sessions or competition runs. It
is reflected in the choices students make every day—nhow they spend their time, what
challenges they embrace, and how they show up for the communities around them.

VMS Magazine 202528



2025-2026 VMS Athletics

At Vail Mountain School, we believe athletics are about far more than competition. They are an important part of how we develop
character, teaching students to work together, persevere through challenges, respond to adversity, and celebrate the success of others.
On a team, students learn lessons about commitment, humility, leadership, and resilience that extend well beyond the playing field.

Throughout the 2025—2026 school year, our Middle School and Upper School athletic programs continued to thrive, with strong
participation and meaningful growth. More importantly, our student-athletes continued to demonstrate what it means to compete with
purpose, support one another, and represent VMS Rangers with pride.

Middle School Athletics Program

Middle School athletics serve as a vital foundation for developing essential life skills such as teamwark, integrity, perseverance, and
sportsmanship. As our program participation continues to grow—uwith offerings that include soccer, basketball, cross country, girls’
volleyball, alpine and Nordic skiing, and boys' lacrosse—students are challenged to stretch their abilities, support one another, and
grow both as athletes and as individuals. Through these experiences, they build confidence, strengthen connections, and create lasting
memories that reach well beyond the playing field.

Upper School Athletic Program

In the Upper School, athletics offer students the opportunity to elevate their commitment, sharpen their skills, and take on the
challenges of competition and leadership. Our student-athletes regularly demonstrate grit, discipline, and resilience as they balance
the demands of academics and extracurricular involvement. The bonds they build, the obstacles they navigate, and the successes
they achieve speak to both their personal dedication and the shared strength of our athletic community.

Upper School Athletic Highlights

FALL
Volleyball: Golf: | - |
- Weston Phillips: 2" Team All-Conference » Team: Vail Mountain Invitational Champions
Soccer: BMHS Cross Country:

« Colm Kinney: 2 Team All-Conference * Isla Elton: 1 Team All Region,

- Winston Pillsbury: All-Conference All-State Honorable Mention
Honorable Mention « Caroline Provencher: 15 Team All Region,

All-State Honorable Mention

Spirit of
Sport Awards BMHS Speech and Debate:
Izzy Adochio - Espen Plotkin: National Speech & Debate
Annie Halloran Tournament Qualifier, Semi-Finalist CHSAA
Andi Payen State Tournament

Luke Schwartz



US Girls Basketball
made VMS history,
heading to Regionals

for the first time!

WINTER SPRING
Girls Basketball: Girls Soccer:
* lzzy Adochio: 2 Team All-Conference + Solveig Moritz: 1% Team All-Conference
» Abby Adochio: All-Conference « Kiana Garcia: 1 Team All-Conference
Honorable Mention  Weston Phillips: 2 Team All-Conference
Alpine SKiing: Boys Lacrosse:
+ Gracie Cohn: Team Colorado Participant  Winston Pillsbury: 2 Team All-Conference
« Carter Pierce: Team Colorado Participant & « Fischer Bolster: All-Conference Honorable Mention
First Team All-State + Luke Schwartz: All-Conference Honorable Mention
Nordic SKiing: + George Reihe: All-Conference Honorable Mention
« Isla Elton: Skate Ski State Champion, BMHS Girls Lacrosse
All-State Team — Second Team * lzzy Adochio: 1°'Team All-State, 15" Team
 Teddy Brunner: Skate Ski Runner Up State All-Conference
Championship, All-State Team — Second Team « Lindsey Wadey: All-State Honorable Mention,
Mountaineers Girls Hockey: 2" Team All-Gonference
« Kira Scheidegger, Dylan Corrigan, VCHS Volleyball:
Jayden Dillon, Lindsey Wadey: Girls 19U — « Luke Geller: 1% Team All-State,
League Champions of the WCHL Girls 1st Team All-Conference
19U Division

Glenwood HS Swimming:
 Tennyson Sipes: 1°' Team All-State,
200 Free Relay Champion

« Bodhi Etters: Boys 14U Bantam A CAHA State
Champions and WCHL League Champions

RECRUITED COLLEGE ATHLETES

» Kiana Garcia Rios
+ Solveig Moritz

VMS Magazine 2025-2026 13
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VMS/SSCV Snowsports Athletes:
2025-2026 Season Overview

IFSA Junior Freeride Championships

Kicking Horse Mountain Resort | April 2026
« Kaleb Gibbs: 2 Place at the event; 1 Place Overall
in the Americas, U19 Snowboard Men
« Julie Brown: 1° Place at the event; 3 Place Overall in
the Americas, U19 Snowboard Women

IFSA National & Regional Events

Telluride Regional | February 2026
« Sydney Thompson: 2" Place, Regional
Copper IFSA 2 Comp | February 2026
« Kaleb Gibbs: 15 Place, U19 Snowhoard Men
« Ana Clave Padilla: 2 Place, U15 Women Skier
« Logan Jones: 4" Place, U15 Male Skier

Snowbird Nationals | March 2026
« Kaleb Gibbs: 1% Place
* Julie Brown: 3" Place
Vail Regional 2 Freeride Competition | March 2026
« Tyler Moore: 2" Place, U15 Male Skier
« Logan Jones: 5" Place, U15 Male Skier

Monarch 2 Regional | March 2026
+ Ana Clave Padilla: 1 Place

Aspen Regional Competition | March 2026
« Tyler Moore: 5" Place, U15 Male Skier

Snowboard Park and Pipe

Halfpipe Event at Copper Mountain | January 2026
« Tesla Goldstein: 3" Place

Steamboat Springs StreetStyle Rail Jam — Under the
Lights | March 2026
« Tesla Goldstein: 2" Place

Steamboat Springs SB Halfpipe | March 2026
« Tesla Goldstein: 2" Place

Vail Mountain School

Alpine Racing
Copper Mountain Alpine Skiing FIS | October 2025
- Solveig Mortiz: 2" Place, Women’s Giant Slalom

Loveland Sync Cup | December 2025
 Seger Pomerantz: 1% Place, Slalom

Sync Cup Howelsen Hill | January 2026
- Seger Pomerantz: 3 Place, Slalom

GS Race at Eldora | February 2026
« Millie Waugh: 1% Place

U12 Super G Race at Aspen RMD | February 2026
« Barrett Groff: 1% Place

U12 Championships at Powderhorn | March 2026
« Barrett Groff: 15t Place in all 3 races (Two SL and one
@S), Colorado U12 State Champion
Whistler Cup | April 2026
« Cody Martz: 1* Place, Team Panel Slalom; 2" Place,
Men’s Giant Slalom; 3 Place, Men's Slalom
Loveland Derby | April 2026
« Peter Mennen: 3 Place, Slalom

Freestyle

U12 Boys Rocky Mountain Qualifier Series
Championships | March 2026
« Hudson Leonard: 2" Place, Mogul Duals

U9 Rocky Mountain Freestyle Devo Championships |
March 2026
+ Lawson Honkamp: 1t Place, Moguls

Cross Country

Qualified for Junior National Championships | March 2026
« Isla Elton, Tyler Ciluzzi and Teddy Brunner

U14 Girls Overall Regional Rankings
- Georgia Robison: 2" Place

U14 Boys Overall Regional Rankings
* Hudson Ciluzzi: 4" Place
 Tucker Moore: 5" Place

SSCV Year-End Awards

Campbell Sullivan SkiFast Award Nordic
» Tucker Moore

SSCV Student of the Year Award, Vail
Mountain School (Lower/Middle School)
» Ana Clave Padilla

SSCV Student of the Year Award, Vail
Mountain School (Upper School)
- Kaleb Gibbs

Gaynor Miller Snowsports Nominee Nordic
* Isla Elton

=Y
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Inspirational Educator Award:
Dr. Kate Drescher

This year, Vail Mountain School honored Dr. Kate Drescher with the Inspirational Educator Award, recognizing 21
years of work grounded in empathy, purpose, and an unwavering commitment to students.

Presented at Commencement, the award honors an educator who embodies the spirit of longtime VMS mathematics
teacher Oliver Compton: someone who sets high expectations while offering the care and support students need to
grow. In introducing Dr. Drescher, graduating senior Robby Steele described her as someone who creates “an open
environment free of judgment,” where students can express themselves, their struggles, and their ideas. “There is a
place for everyone to be heard, valued, and supported in this community,” he said.

For Dr. Drescher, that sense of belonging and care is central to her work and impact at VMS. “I consider it a great
honor to walk beside our students as they navigate the ups and downs of life,” she says. “I am always amazed

by the immense amount of growth that young people can make as their brains are establishing new neural
connections.”

Her work takes many forms at YMS. As a clinical psychologist, senior class homebase advisor, and humane
education teacher, Dr. Drescher works with students from Lower School through Upper School. “YMS is a dynamic
cross-age community in word and in action,” she says. ‘I enjoy the fact that no two days are alike, which keeps me
on my toes.”

Her commitment to students also extends into helping them recognize their own ability to create positive change. In
her 5"-grade humane education class, students investigate local and global problems before developing solutions
that benefit people, animals, and the environment. It is an approach that reflects Dr. Drescher’s belief in giving young
people both the knowledge and agency to make a difference.

And then there is Beignet, Dr. Drescher’s Canine Companion’s Facility Dog who has become a beloved member of
the VMS community. She offers students “unconditional support” and has a unigue ability to recognize what kind

of assistance someone needs at any given time. “Whether she is supporting a student who is practicing their oral
reading fluency skills or she is helping someone restore a sense of bodily calm after feeling panicked, Beignet knows
just what to do.”

Dr. Drescher’s connection to VMS is personal as well as professional. At its old Dowd Junction location, she
attended VMS herself, as one of just two students in her first-grade class. Years later, she graduated from VMS
in 1988. Then, in 2006, when former Head of School Peter Abuisi asked her to develop a mission-driven K=12
counseling program, she returned to VMS as an eager employee.

Now, over two decades later, she remains focused on the same purpose: supporting students and families at different
stages in their development. “Collaborating with and supporting parents is another part of the work that brings me great
joy,” she shared.

“The strength of our community is our rapport-driven model and the
mutual respect that exists between students and teachers,” Dr. Drescher
says. “I'am humbled and honored to receive this award but feel there are
so many of my colleagues who are just as worthy of this recognition.”

Dr. Drescher’s impact reaches far beyond the domain of her office. As
Robby Steele reflected, “What stands out the most to me about Kate
Drescher is that she genuinely lives the values VMS encourages every day.”
Whether supporting a student, colleague, or family, she leads with the same
kindness, empathy, and humility, quietly building a stronger community
without asking for recognition in return. It is that everyday commitment to
helping others feel seen, supported, and empowered that makes her a clear
choice for this year's Inspirational Educator Award.

VMS Magazine 2025-2026
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The Vail Mountain School
Class of 2026: Graduation

The Vail Mountain School community gathered at the Gerald R. Ford Amphitheater this spring to celebrate the
graduation of the Class of 2026. Surrounded by family, friends, faculty, and classmates, 19 seniors crossed
the stage, marking the culmination of years of academic achievement, personal growth, and meaningful
experiences both inside and outside the classroom.

Throughout the ceremony, student speakers reflected on the relationships and experiences that defined their
time at VMS. Senior speaker Maris McPheeters acknowledged the significance of the moment, describing
graduation as a rare opportunity to look both backward and forward.

“To use a river metaphor, | would like to say that as graduating seniors, we've reached the delta, where the
river meets the sea. Like a delta, we are in a state and place of great change. If we are confused as to who
we are now, then it is because, for a rare time in our lives, we can see the confluence of who we were and
who we will become, and we see it with such clarity that we feel blind;” she said in the opening speech of the
ceremony, The Dedication.

Diego Romero reflected on the class's journey together, beginning with the senior San Juan River trip that was
part of their English class, Rivers & Literature, and continuing through senior projects, performances, athletic
seasons, and everyday moments shared with classmates. “Looking back on these memories, I'm proud

to say we did this together with our reliance on each other.” Diego concluded by reminding his classmates
that their greatest accomplishments extend beyond academics or accolades. “At the end of the day, with or
without the academic or extracurricular successes, our value is not determined by grades or recognition, but
by our character, kindness, and perseverance.

In his commencement address, Head of School Steve Bileca challenged graduates to approach the future
with courage and purpose, drawing from the Class of 2026’s chosen quotation from Mary Oliver: “Tell me,
what is it you plan to do with your one wild and precious life?” He encouraged students to embrace lives that
are thoughtful, audacious, and guided by their values as they leave VMS and begin their next chapter.

The ceremony honored a class that has grown through challenge, embraced opportunity, and contributed
meaningfully to the Vail Mountain School community. As the newest alumni stepped into the next phase of
their lives, they carried with them the friendships, experiences, and sense of purpose that have defined their
time at VMS.

Vail Mountain School




Congrats to the Award Winners:

e Sally Johnston Award: /zzy Adochio

e Intellectual Curiosity Award: Luke Schwartz

e Service to the Community Award: Bergen Jacobs
e Citizenship Award: Annie Halloran

e Scholar Athlete Award: Kaleb Gibbs

e Scholar Athlete Award: Kiana Garcia & Isla Elton
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Finding Empathy
Through Storytelling

At VMS, the ninth-grade slam poetry experience is an invitation for students to be vulnerable in front of their
peers, and practice listening with empathy when others do the same. Over several weeks, students turn personal
experiences, observations, and ideas into original poems, discovering that creativity can be a way to understand
both themselves and the people around them.

The experience begins with a visit and workshop with award-winning slam poet Andre Bradford, also known as
S.C. Says. An Austin-based performer, teacher, and two-time Austin Poetry Slam Champion, Bradford has spent
more than a decade using poetry to explore vulnerability, identity, mental health, relationships, and social issues.
His work introduces students to slam poetry as a performance style and a vehicle for connection and change.

Bradford first performs for the ninth grade, often bringing students to laughter, tears, and of course snaps, a
common signal in slam poetry settings that an audience can use to express resonance with the performance.

He then leads an 80-minute writing workshop, giving students tools to shape their own experiences into poetry.
Through prompts, experimentation, and collaboration, students are encouraged to take creative risks and discover
that there is no single way to tell a story.

That creative process culminates in the ninth-grade Slam Poetry Competition. Students take the stage to
perform their poems, often sharing something personal, with the event designed around connection as much
as competition. Upper School students who have experienced the slam themselves return as judges, offering
thoughtful feedback while listening with the empathy that comes from having once stood in the same place.

This year, Sadie Weissman won the competition with “Rainbows,” a poem about her hope that people can look
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Especially in the Vail Valley, the 9""-grade slam poetry experience is a rare opportunity to encounter a professional
slam poet, experiment with an expressive art form, and hear classmates share parts of themselves that might
otherwise remain unseen. It's a pivotal memory for students as they move through their first year in the Upper
School. Throughout this project, they practice the creative courage to find their own voices and the empathy to
truly hear someone else’s.

Vail Mountain School




'Transferring Knowledge to
the Real World: Middle School
Science Fair

From classroom experiments to a state competition, this year's Middle School Science Fair gave YMS
students a chance to test their ideas, present their findings, and learn from scientists—including several
VMS alumni who returned to judge their work.

For 7" and 8" graders, the Science Fair is an exercise in the full scientific method. Students develop
their own testable questions, conduct background research, design and carry out experiments, analyze
data, and draw conclusions based on evidence. The process culminates in presentations to community
scientists, who evaluate projects and nominate two students from each grade to advance to the
Western Colorado Regional Science Fair.

This past year, 7™ graders Tucker Moore and Mabel Grimsley advanced through the regional competition
to the Colorado Science and Engineering State Fair at Colorado State University. Both represented

VMS at the state level with impressive results. Tucker placed third in the junior division of Physics and
Astronomy for Roll Goal, which investigated how air pressure affects bicycle-tire performance. Mabel
placed second in the junior division Biomedical and Health Sciences for Elite Essential Oils, which
examined the effect of essential oils on bacterial growth. She also received a certificate from Thermo
Fisher Scientific and a nomination to enter the 2026 Junior Innovators Challenge.

The VMS Middle School Science Fair brought several VMS alumni back to campus, connecting current
students with graduates who have carried their own interests in science into the world. Rachel Conley,
a 2020 graduate, now works as a research assistant in the Biomotion Lab at the Steadman Philippon
Research Institute, where she also mentors VMS students through the SPRI Independent Research
Study. Ellen Millard, a VMS alumna and naturopathic physician, recently returned to the Vail Valley to
open Streamside Healing Arts, her own medical practice. Her sister Cynthia Edgerton, a 2010 graduate
and current Major in the US Army, also came to participate. Kate Kirwood, who graduated from YMS in
2019, studied biology with a concentration in neuroscience at Colby College, and is now going to med
school, was another judge for the Middle School student competition. Together, the alumni brought
perspectives from research, medicine, and the life sciences to the students’ presentations.

For Tucker and Mabel, the Science Fair turned curiosity into something tangible: a question, an
experiment, a body of evidence, and ultimately a contribution to a larger scientific conversation. Their
success at the state level was a meaningful result, but so was the process and broader VMS community
engagement that got them there.
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Counted Out Viewing

We tend to think of math as a subject we take in school. Counted Out asks us to think
about it as something much bigger.

The documentary, directed by Vicki Abeles, challenges the myth that some people are
simply “math people” while others are not. That distinction, the film suggests, is not
only inaccurate but limiting: when we convince ourselves that mathematical thinking

is something you are either born with or without, we can close off opportunities
before we ever give ourselves the chance to develop the skill. It makes the case that
mathematical and data literacy are increasingly essential to understanding the systems
that shape our lives, from algorithms and elections to the economy, criminal justice,
and climate change. If math helps govern the world around us, the film asks, what
happens when only some people feel equipped to understand it?

In March, Vail Mountain School brought that question to the larger Vail Valley
community with a free screening of Counted Out as part of its Speaker Series. The
well-attended event brought together students, parents, educators, alumni, and
community members, and the conversation didn't end with the film. Upper School
Director Maggie Pavlik moderated a panel on a lifetime of numeracy, bringing
together VMS alumni Finn Rooney '21, a remote machine learning analyst; Travis
Coggin '98, immediate past mayor of Vail and a professional in real estate and family
office management; and Alex Biegler '05, owner and CEO of Jack + Sage, alongside
Mathematics Department Chair Tanya Boderck and Lower School Director and
former Mathematics Department Chair Kristin Douthitt.

Together, the film and discussion offered a broader view of mathematics, encouraging

a growth mindset among students that aligns with the school’s strategic priority of
elevating academic excellence. As Daniel Finkel, founder of Math for Love, says in the
film, “Everyone is capable of mathematical thinking. It’'s like an inheritance you get just for
being human.”

For VMS, hosting the screening was an opportunity to extend learning beyond the
classroom and invite the broader community into a conversation, reframing math
education from a rote memorization task into a vital tool for civic participation and
social justice.

Vail Mountain School
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VMS Alum Rachel Conley
Comes Full Circle with
EPOC at Steadman

Rachel Conley’s journey with the Education and Public Outreach Committee (EPOC) at the
Steadman Philippon Research Institute (SPRI) is a story of coming full circle. As a Vail Mountain
School student, Rachel participated in EPOC, gaining hands-on experience in STEM research
at a world-renowned facility right in the Vail Valley. Today, she returns as a research assistant at
the SPRI in the Biomotion Lab, mentoring current VMS students through the same program she
once navigated.

After graduating from VMS in 2020, Rachel attended the University of San Diego and later
taught chemistry at Phillips Academy, inspired by her VMS science teacher, Mr. Sappenfield. Her
teaching experience now informs her mentorship at Steadman. “Being a teacher taught me to
nurture curiosity,” Rachel says. “EPOC students are used to figuring things out independently,

S0 it can be frustrating when answers aren't immediate. | encourage them to ask questions,
embrace the learning process, and sit with their curiosity, even in a high-pressure, prestigious
environment like Steadman.”

She also understands the challenges students face in EPOC. “The program includes visiting labs,
meeting mentors, and completing a research project. Often, the hardest part is deciding on a
research topic and knowing where to start. | remember that frustration and now guide students
like Bergen and Alondra (pictured here) through it."

Looking ahead, Rachel plans to apply to medical school this spring, with an interest in pediatrics.
She hopes to continue combining her passion for science, mentorship, and patient education.

‘I will always consider myself an educator,” she says. “Whether mentoring VMS students or
explaining medical concepts to future patients, helping others understand and feel empowered is
central to what | do.”

Rachel credits VMS for preparing her for college and beyond. “The school taught me to
communicate with adults, take initiative, and seek out mentors intentionally,” she reflects.
“Leadership opportunities showed me that you get out what you put in, and the supportive
community prepared me for both academic and personal growth.”

From a VMS student exploring EPOC to a mentor guiding the next generation, Rachel Conley’s
journey illustrates the power of curiosity, education, and giving back to the community that
helped shape her.
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Academic Excellence in
Action in LLower School

Academic excellence is not simply about what students know. It is about what they can do with
what they know.

Under the guidance of 5" grade teacher Ms. Wheeler, our 5" graders put that idea into practice
through a VMS version of Smash Boom Best, a famous podcast, taking on the challenge of
making a compelling case for why one “cool thing” should prevail over another. Their debates
included paddleboarding vs. kayaking, ice cream vs. donuts, and board games vs. video games.

Behind the fun was a significant amount of learning. Students researched, wrote, developed
arguments, cited evidence, considered their audience, edited and refined their work, and
practiced the art of persuasive communication. They drew on ethos, logos, and pathos to build
arguments that were credible, logical, and compelling.

What was particularly rewarding was watching students move from initial ideas on paper
to confidently communicating their thinking behind the microphone. They were not simply
completing an assignment. They were applying the skills they had been developing in the
classroom in ways that felt authentic and meaningful.

This was an excellent example of what a VMS education sought to provide: opportunities for

students to take what they learned in the classroom and put it to work in the world around them.

LISTEN
TO THE
PODCASTS:

Vail Mountain School
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L.earning Beyond the
Classroom

Some of the most meaningful learning happens when students have the opportunity to see
their classroom learning applied in the real world.

Our 5" graders visited The Steadman Clinic, where they were introduced to the science,
technology, and innovation behind one of the world’s leading orthopedic research and medical
facilities. Designed specifically for 5 graders from across the Valley, the experience gave
students a glimpse into the many ways science and technology can be used to help people
heal and return to the activities they love.

Students explored the biomedical engineering lab and learned how researchers freeze cells
to support their work, while also getting an introduction to some of the tools and processes
scientists use in chemistry. In the robotics lab, students saw how robotics can be used to
conduct experiments and how successful research can ultimately be shared with medical
professionals around the world.

The hands-on experiences continued in the surgical lab, where students used actual surgical
tools and cameras to practice removing foreign objects from models of shoulders and knees. In
the biomechanics room, they saw how technologies such as motion capture can help doctors
and scientists collect data about how patients move during recovery and use that information to
better support rehabilitation.

For our students, this was much more than a field trip. It was an opportunity to connect the
science they study in the classroom to the work of engineers, researchers, physicians, and
other professionals who are using that knowledge to solve real problems.

Experiences like this help students begin to see themselves as scientists, engineers,
researchers, and problem-solvers. Just as importantly, they expand students’ understanding of
what is possible and help them recognize that the skills they are developing today can have a
meaningful impact on the world around them.

We are grateful to The Steadman Clinic for opening its doors to our students and helping them
see what can happen when curiosity, science, and innovation come together.

VMS Magazine 2025-2026
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A Partnership That Builds Community

Every July, school buses roll onto the Vail Mountain School campus carrying local middle schoolers ready for something special. For four weeks, these students—who don't
attend VMS during the school year—get access to a completely free academic enrichment experience in a summer camp-like setting.

Complete with free transportation, hot lunches, academic support, outdoor field trip adventures, and games, SummerQuest is built entirely on removing barriers and welcoming
kids with open arms.

[t's an incredible tradition, made possible by a remarkable partnership.

If you pull up a chair at a Longer Tables dinner, you'll witness something remarkable: Upper Schoolers, local leaders, and teachers sitting shoulder to shoulder, sharing a meal and
engaged in real, unfiltered conversation. It's a simple act, but in a world that often feels divided, sitting together is revolutionary. For a quarter century, Alpine Bank has been a
partner in helping build a stronger, more connected Eagle County community. Over the last 25 years, the bank has contributed more than $220,000 to VMS initiatives that extend
beyond the campus and create lasting impact throughout the Vail Valley.

In addition to its longevity, what makes this partnership so meaningful is the values it reflects: inclusion, empathy, moral courage, and the belief that education is strongest when it
brings people together.

Opening the Doors of VMS

One of the clearest examples is SummerQuest, a program Alpine Bank has supported for 29 years. Founded in 1995, SummerQuest was designed to bridge the gap between
Vail Mountain School and the broader Eagle County community. Each summer, middle school students from local public schools spend four weeks strengthening academic skills,
exploring the outdoors, creating art, playing sports, and building friendships. The program is intentionally welcoming, bilingual, and relationship-centered.
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In her final year as SummerQuest Director, Aspen Ives shared, the goal is for every student to “be part of the
VMS community and feel welcome here.”

Over the years, SummerQuest has created opportunities that ripple outward, with former participants later
becoming VMS students and SummerQuest staff members.

Setting the Table

Alpine Bank has also helped VMS deepen its commitment to connection through Longer Tables, which

the bank has supported for the past two years. Inspired by the belief that “leaders set tables,” the initiative
invites students, faculty, families, and community members to gather around a shared meal and engage

in meaningful conversation. In a world where isolation and division can feel increasingly common, Longer
Tables reminds students that leadership begins with hospitality, deep listening, and making space for others.
The school’s participation in Colorado’s statewide 150 Tables Across Colorado movement extended that
spirit of belonging even further, bringing students and teachers together shoulder to shoulder at one long
table to celebrate community.

Beginning in this past '25-"26 school year, Alpine Bank also supported At the Table with Dr. King, an
interactive performance that engages students in the history and ongoing relevance of the Civil Rights
Movement through music, poetry, historical footage, and conversation. The experience encourages students
to reflect on courage, humility, service, and the responsibility each person has to embrace new perspectives
and contribute to a more just and compassionate world. It is a natural extension of VMS’s annual Martin
Luther King Jr. Day “day on” of service, when students put those values into action throughout the Eagle
County community.

The Power of Belonging

Taken together, these programs create a continuous cycle of trust, empathy, and service. The impact isn't
felt just on our campuses, but in living room neighborhoods and local organizations throughout the valley.

We are deeply grateful to Alpine Bank for 25 years of steadfast partnership. By investing in programs like
SsummerQuest, Longer Tables, and At the Table with Dr. King, they are helping cultivate an Eagle County
where every young person feels seen, valued, and genuinely welcome.

ﬁ Alpine Bank

Member FDIC
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Your Philanthropy at Work:
A Letter on Purpose, Choice, and
Shared Joy

Early in my career, | heard an insight about philanthropy that has stayed with me: the
true measure of a gift is not only what it accomplishes, but also the joy it creates for the
person who gives it. At its best, philanthropy is reciprocal. It should feel as meaningful
to the giver as it is transformative for the institution.

That principle remains an important part of how I think about philanthropy at Vail
Mountain School. Giving is not simply about meeting an annual goal. It is a personal
choice to invest in a community you value and to play a part in its future. Because
every person’s connection to Vail Mountain School is unique, the ways our community
chooses to show up are as varied as the motives behind them.

No two donors make that choice for the exact same reason.

Some of you are drawn to the immediate, vibrant energy of our community gathering
together—Iike swapping the ballroom out again for a ranch at this year's Gala, Revel at
the Ranch, dancing to the Shakedown Family Band, and raising over $600,000 to fuel
transformative student experiences.

Others find their “why” in supporting the people who shape our children every

day. Look at this year's Paddle Raise: your generosity directly funded our athletics
program, including increasing coaches’ salaries, and gave our faculty Renewal and
Restoration grants to aid our teachers in taking care of themselves as they take care
of their children.

For many, giving is about collective momentum. Reaching 80% parent participation and
significantly surpassing our $400,000 YMS Fund goal, unlocking a series of matches
in the process, wasn't just a win for our budget. It was a statement of shared pride

from parents, alumni, and faculty alike, supporting everything from flexible tuition to
experiential education.

And then there are those who choose to look far down the trail. Through major gifts
and lasting endowments, including new support for student scholarships, Emily's Fund,
and Learning Elevated, generous families are helping ensure that the opportunities we
value today will be here for students we have not yet met.

Vail Mountain School
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Every single one of these choices stems from a different
personal motivation, yet they all land in the same place:
strengthening the foundation of Vail Mountain School.

Thank you for choosing to support VMS. Thank you for finding
your own personal reason to give. And thank you for helping to
sustain a culture of generosity that strengthens our school today
and creates opportunities for generations to come.

With sincere gratitude,
)

Director of Advancement

VMS Magazine 2025-2026 31
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The Hummingbird Society:
Vail Mountain School’s Grandparents

Celebrating Connection Across Generations

This year, Vail Mountain School welcomed grandparents into a new community created especially for them: the Hummingbird Society.
Inspired by the hummingbirds that inhabit the Valley throughout the summer months, the Society celebrates the energy, warmth, and grace
grandparents bring to VMS and creates opportunities to connect with their grandchildren’s experience, engage with the school, and build
relationships with one another.

Throughout its inaugural year, the Hummingbird Society brought grandparents together through special events, shared moments on campus,
and opportunities to experience their grandchildren’s education. Their wisdom, encouragement, presence, and generosity strengthen the
connections at the heart of the VMS community.

That connection has also been expressed through extraordinary generosity. In its first year, Hummingbird Society donors contributed $1.1
million to Vail Mountain School, including gifts to our Learning Elevated Strategic Plan, supporting the programs, people, and experiences that
help our students learn, grow, and thrive.

A Legacy Takes Flight
One year. Countless moments. A lasting impact.

Every VMS grandparent has joined the Hummingbird Society and has helped strengthen the VMS community. Whether through participation,
connection, or giving, their involvement reflects a shared belief in our students and the enduring value of a Vail Mountain School education.

We are deeply grateful to the grandparents who have embraced this community and continue to connect, engage, and invest in the future of
VMS—today and for generations to come.

Extraordinary Gifts

Among these generous grandparents are members of the Diamond Circle, whose transformational gifts represent an extraordinary investment
in the future of Vail Mountain School. We are grateful for their vision and commitment to ensuring that the impact of a VMS education
continues for generations to come.

With gratitude to our Diamond Circle grandparents:

Sidney and Don Childress
The Corrigan Family
Margaret Elliott

Susan and Samuel Fruscione
Georgia Wall and Don Gogel

To see the full extent of our Hummingbird Sociely donors, please look at our annual listing Starting on page 34.

Vail Mountain School
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Our Supporters

We are tremendously grateful to the following individuals, businesses, and organizations that have supported the school either financially or through in-kind gifts between July 1, 2025,
and June 30, 2026. VMS alumni are listed with their graduation year, VMS former students are listed with (FS), and donors in blue represent members of our Hummingbird Society.

ENDOWMENT (The list below represents

endowment gifts over $500 from the past 5 years
and any gift over $25,000))

Anonymous

Anonymous

Alpine Bank

Liza and Doug Alrick

Borgen Family Foundation

Ann B. Smead and Michael Byram
Karen Spall and Greg Ciluzzi
Sarah and Brad Cohn

The Evans Family

The Edwards E. Ford Foundation
Jennifer and Rick Geissman

Amy Gish

Kathimarie and Mike Imperi

The Jaffe Family

Susanne and Ted Johnson

Keane Family Foundation

The Kerzner Family

Lautenberg Foundation

Levine Family Charitable Trust
The Molina Family

The Spencer T. and Ann W. Olin Foundation
The Pancratz Family

The Precourt Family and The Precourt Foundation
Mary and Chris Randall

Anne and Chris Rozzell

Gary Saltz Foundation

Charlene Chen and Jim Shim
Gretchen and Zak Stone

Tang Family Foundation

Susan and Tom Washing

Vail Mountain School

LEGACY SOCIETY (BEQUESTS)

Elizabeth Cole
Aaron McDaniel '94
Ann B. Smead

LEARNING ELEVATED CONTRIBUTORS

Angela Alonso-Bileca and Steve Bileca™
Tracy Bennett

Sharon and Craig Cohn*

Sidney and Don Childress

The Corrigan Family*

The Davis Family*

The Deters Pokoik Family Fund

Jody and Pepper '98 Etters

Sue Nikolai and Markian Feduschak™
The Gogel and Kinney Families
Susanne and Paul Graf

Larisa and C. Thomas Haytmanek*
Anne-Marie and John Keane*

Nicole Magistro and Zach Locke™
Martz Family*

McKinley Childress Lee

Meredith Rose '95 and Anne Pharamond*
The Pillsbury Family*

The Provencher Family*

Sally and Byron Rose”

Ashley and David Saunders*

Tang Family Foundation®

The Thompson Family*

The Wilson Family

Kelly and Chad Young*

LEARNING ELEVATED IN-KIND DONORS

Hunn Planning & Palicy, LLC
KH Webb Architects
Krueger Architecture

VMS GIVING

UP TO $249

Anonymous

Anonymous

Anonymous

Donna Abbey

Victoria and Trevor Adams

Ana Samaniego and Angel Alija
Adrienne and Allan Arnason
Katie Arnold

Dechen Dhakhwa and Samten Aungae
Max Avery '06

Nina and Bob Bandoni

Jenna and Peter Barclay
Stephanie and Wade Barnes
Melva and Rick Barton
Karen and Christopher Berdoulay
Susanne Waibel and Jason Bigshy
Lynn and Matt Blake

Kate and Mike Blakslee

Tanya and Stephen Boderck
Katie Spoonhour and Andy Broderick
Mike Brown

Heidi and Casey Brunner

Nicole Byrne '12

Tammy and Dean Chambers
Tina and Dan Chesney

Abi and Nick '85 Christensen
Christina Rivera Cogswell

Jen and Brian Counselman
Nancy and Craig Denton
Kristin and Scott Douthitt
Melanie and Rodney Dutton
Jamie and Tom Elchenko

Susan and Chris Elliott

Kelly and Mike Enright

Corky and Mike Evans

Noel and Brett Falk

Sharyl Medina and Evgeny Fedorovich
Marisa Ferrara

Kate Burchenal and Caleb Florence
Samantha Fraelich-Rohe

(Gia Fruscione

Jane Geisman 18

Kari 'FS and Shawn Gerber

Kate Zook-Gibbs and Jon Gibbs
Alice Goldman

Julie and Fletcher Groff

Susan and Ron Gruber

Sam Gutierrez

Molly and Timothy Haley

Lucie Hanak

Lisa Raumer and David Hanen
Todd Harris

Delaney and Daniel Hartmann
Tiffany Hoversten '98

Christi and Tim Howell

Nicole and Andrew Hustad

Aspen and Kevin lves

Tom Jaffe

Rebecca and Nick Kanaly

Colleen and Kevin Kaneda

Jennifer and David Kaplan

Collins Canada Kelly '99

Joan Kelly

Rosemary Kelly

Kristen and James Kenly

Mendy and Nate Kiehler

Janet and Tom Kleinhardt
Karina Valentine '93 and Fabio Knipers
Andrew Lambert

Beth Cooney Lasher and KC Lasher
Melissa Marotto

Ingrid and Sean McGinley

Carla and Dan MillerBrown

Tina Davis ‘87 and Rob Milligan



Cherie and Jonathan Moore

Lindsey '98 and Tom Moorhead

Laurie and Hunter Mortensen

Steph Lewis and Mark Nesline

Jen and Gregg Orlinsky

Erica and Geoffrey Pass

Margaret Paul

Laura and Ron Pickman

Serena Pillsbury '23

Becky and Jesse Pomerantz

Elliot Pribramsky '21

Brody Provencher '25

Connor Provencher '22

Vali Pulis-Wilcox

Gaby Henriquez and Pablo Quiroga

Jackie Rednor

Scott Rednor

Jennifer and Brian Reed

Lizzy Reed

Arin and Aaron Reisman

Kara Copeland Robinson and Chris "99 Robinson

Liana Sideli and Brian Rodine

Kelly Ronquist

Allie Goldenkrantz and Sam Rosenkrantz

Ruth Johnson and Kris Sabel

Nina Fernandez Macgregor S. and
Gonzalo Perez Salazar

Heather and Ross Sappenfield

Hillary and Patrick '05 Scanlan

Britta and Chris Scherpf

Aryn and Brady Schlichting

Jess Schmierer

Alexess and Andy Smith

Courtney and Joe St. John

Maddie Lindley and Brian Sweeney

Jen Ullman

Carolyn VanderWerf

Lisa Venz

Drew Verratti '13

Lauren Walker "99

Kathleen Walsh

Sandra and Robert Walsh

Linda and Nevada Wilde

Cole Wilson "21

Toko and Mark Wimberly

Ruth and Cody Worden

Becky and Casey Wydra
Julieanne and Jason Zenz

$250-$499

Meredith and Pat Barrett

Alison and Mike Biggers

Megan McGee Bonta and Eric Bonta
Sophie and Brad Borton

Cota Briones and Felipe Recart
Meg Hanlon Brown '86 and Richard Brown
Richard Cannava

Charlyn Canada

Mary '83 and Tim Conroy
Karen and William DeJong
Kelly Dillon

Andrea Dishy and Maxime Soucy
Kate '88 and Dave Drescher
Danielle and Doug Ebner

Bob and Sue Elton

Lauren and David Engle

Pepper '98 and Jody Etters
Suzie and Nick Filla

Sue Nikolai and Markian Feduschak”
Elaine Folino

Maggie Pavlik and John Halloran
Jen and Tim Harmon

Carolyn Hartman

William Herbstman

Becca Hooper

Carolyn Hartman

William Herbstman

Kayte Kelly and John Phelan
Carly Kleiman and Toph Leonard
Ben Kullman

Jeanne and Bryan Macsata
Maria and Jacques Payen
Genevieve and George Peirce
Carolyn and Brian Reihe

Jessica and Nadav Shaviv
Jamie and Myles Sibley

Barb and Lee Steele

Caroline and Neil Stewart

Katie and Darin Tucholke

Renee and Miah Wheeler

Lindy and Bear Yare

$500-$999

Claire Mauger and Gabriel Adetoro

Lauren and Alex Barcza

Rebekah Barton Haley and Nick Haley

Leslie Beck

Mary and Roger Berdoulay

Kelly Billingsley-Smith

Bruce Bolyard

Alisha and Giuseppe Bosco

Tracey and Derek Clery

Melanie and Kevin Cross

The Davis Family*

Sue and Erik Dorf

Holly (Domke) Dowell 10 and Jackson Dowell ‘08

Jenny and David Francis-Lau

Cealy and Steve Fellman

Jenn and Ryan Geller

Stacey and Foster '94 Gillett

Amy Gish

Joan and Timothy Grace

Jane and Joel Gros

Rick Hasselman

Callie and Blake Higgins '04

Hope and David Hirsch, in honor of
Meriella Pitt Miller

Kelli and Chad Holtz

Katie and Matt Jones

Kara and Chad King

Thea Knobel 13

Lisa Knapp and Gary Silversmith

Matt Lee

Hilary and Kevin Magner

Kari and Scott Mohr

Tammy and John Nordstrand

Kristin and Jamie Pappas

Cheryl and Guy Paschal

Leia Ver Ploeg

Lara '06 and Brian Pryor

Gretchen Stich and Micah Rader

The Richards Family

Nikki and Nick Salter

Julia and Josh '04 Smith

Julie and Patrick Terrell

Tina and Steve Vardaman

The Westport Fund

Whitney Smith and Jon Zalisk
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$1000-$2499 Loff Roofing Services

Anonymous Robyn Lynch Slane
Anonymous Steve MacDonald
Peter Abuisi Ward McKinley

Liza and Doug Alrick Twee Merrigan

Lesley and Jon Backus

Mary Anne and Charlie Baker
Burke and Jon Beck

Nancy and Scott Bellingrath
Tracy Bennett

Jessie and Brian Bevan

Bettina and Douglas Bosma
Erica and James Cannava
Bizzy Gart and Dave Cimino
Sarah Benjes and Aaron Ciszek
Ana Padilla and Eduardo Clave
Betsy and JD Childress

The Cole Family

Sunny '98 and Tom Corrigan®
Nikki and Kyle ‘99 Denton
Georgi and Ryan Dienst

Cathy and Ralph Dockery
Cynthia Edgerton "10

Peter Elliott

Joyce and Steve Evans
Pollyanna Forster and Chris Irving The Wakat Family

Liz and Rob Foster Lissie and Nick Waugh

Heather C. and Sonny Gill Craig Yarde

Abbey Fox and Davy Gorsuch '85 Kelly and Chad Young*

Colin Green 14 Susan and Snip Young

Emily and Saclha Gros | $2500-84999

Amy Moser Harrison and Jason Harrison Rebecca and Bill Adochio

Eqtward Hauser Kate and Joel Barndt

Shely Torgerson and Eapen Jacob Adi Slifer ‘08 and Alex Biegler '05
Sarah and Tait Johnson Randi Borgen 'FS and Charlie Holmes

Gmggr and Matt Jones Jackie and Matt Bresler
Natalie Martin and Terrell Joseph Kim Walker and Mike Callas

Geneva and Dayld Kerstein Fred Distelhorst

B.renda and Jeff K"WOOEj Esmarie and Sebastian '05 Faessler
Elleep and Mark Klelmgn Suzanne and Alex Griffin

Rhonni and Adam Kowalski Elaine and Art Kelton

Christina and Josh Lautenberg Susanne and Ted Johnson 'FS

Laultenberg Foundation Katrina and Matt Kruszewski
Sallie and Garrett Lodewyck

Emily and Jason Miller

Liz and Jon Morath

Laurie Richer and Jeff Morris

Laurie and David O'Connell

Kristen and Eric Olsen

Maria Reyes Cano and Luis Reyes Ortiz
Carmelo Paglialunga and John Reilly
Shannon and Brandon Peterson
Barrett '96 and Reid Phillips

Sarah Knievel and Chris Porter
Ashley and Sean Reynolds

Patrice and Marshall Ringler

Eva Roepers and Eduardo Uribe
Sally and Byron Rose”

Ashley and David Saunders™

Liz and Tim Sinnott

Robin and Parker Smith

Vail Health: Vail Valley Medical Center
Celine and Marco Valent

Ali and Matt Wadey

Vail Mountain School

Ted Leach

Kristen and Jon Letko

Nicole Magistro and Zach Locke™
Carole and GJ Mennen

Donna Mercurio and Bob Sideli
Rebeca Mesa and Sasha Willimann
Kristen and William Nichols

Amy Novak

Lauri and Jeff O'Brien

Melissa and Matt O'Meara
Catherine and David Phillips
Sandra and Mark Puczynski
Mandy and Todd Robison

Liz and Douglas Smith

Elizabeth and Brian Sipes

Leslie and Armando Vidal

Kiran and Kyle Weaver

$5000-$9999

Anonymous

Angela Alonso-Bileca and Steve Bileca®

Diane and Rick Cunningham

Dan Drawbaugh

Summer and JP Elton

The Fruscione Foundation

Gaby and Steven Graubart

Wendi Herbstman Hanlon and Joe '88 Hanlon

Francie Hill

Heather and Jim Hughes

Ju Ling Hong and Ning Zhang

Katharine and Teddy Leonard

Amy and Paul McPheeters

Judy and Joseph Moore, in honor of
grandsons Tyler and Tucker Moore

Meredith Rose '95 and Anne Pharamond*

Rob and Finn Smith

Sandra and John Smith

Pat and Gary Ventress

Elizabeth and Robert Wilmouth

Chelle and Jeff Williams

$10,000-$24,999

Anonymous

Alpine Bank

Cindy Ackerman

Andie and Dave Bombard
Sharon and Craig Cohn*

Sylvia and Joe Curry

The Deters Pokoik Family Fund
Raechal and Andrew Ferguson
Cindy and Chris Galvin
Steffi and William Galvin
Susanne and Paul Graf

John Gottlieb

Larisa and C. Thomas Haytmanek*
Deborah and Rod Herring
Noel and Andy Honkamp

Kate and Josh Hartman

JMPM Fund

Allison Krausen and Kyle Webb
Christin and Grant McKay
Cynthia and Philip Pillsbury*
Kristin and Justin Renaudin
Gayle Schwartz

The Thompson Family*

Susan Whitecotton and Craig Weissman
Claudia and Michael Winkleman

$25,000+

Anonymous

Anonymous

Cyndi and Farhood Azima

Borgen Family Foundation

Kaia Borgen Moritz ‘89 and Misha '88 Moritz
Sidney and Don Childress
Sarah and Brad Cohn

Sarah and Will Cook

Margaret Elliott

Bob Engelke

Susan and Samuel Fruscione
Georgia Wall and Don Gogel
Louise Ingalls

Anne-Marie and John Keane*

The Kinney Family

Kompass Kapital Foundation



Maureen and Jayson Kuti
Chafika and James Landers
McKinley Childress Lee

Martz Family*

The Provencher Family”*

Tang Family Foundation®

The Wilson Family

Lisa Watson and Mike Krupka

THE EMILY FRANCIOSE OUTDOOR
LEARNING FUND

Cindy Ackerman

Liza and Doug Alrick

Alison and Mike Biggers

Larisa and C. Tommy Haytmanek™
Keane Family Foundation®

D and P Terry Family Fund

Tang Family Foundation®

GALA SPONSORS

MUSIC SPONSOR
Scott Rednor / Shakedown Bar Vail

WINE SPONSOR
Old World Wine Co

REVEL SPONSOR
Lisa Watson and Mike Krupka
Sophie Feige-Martz and Jeffrey Martz

CORE VALUE SPONSORS
Kompas Kapital Foundation
McKinley Childress Lee
Chelle and Jeff Williams
Claudia and Michael Winkleman
The Bombards, Fosters, Grafs,

Sinnotts and Zhangs

COMMUNITY PARTNERS
Alpine Bank

TRANSPORTATION SPONSOR
Christin and Grant McKay

BURRO SPONSOR
The Landers Group / SERVPRO

BAR SPONSOR
Samantha and Nick Thompson

TEACHER TABLE SPONSORS

Sharon and Craig Cohn

Sarah and Will Cook

Raechal and Andrew Ferguson

The Galvins

JMPM Fund

Amy Novak/Green and Spiegel Immigration
and Nationality Law

Vail Summit Orthopaedics

Allison Krausen and Kyle Webb

Weissman Family

ALUMNI TABLE SPONSOR
The Azima Family
Cynthia and Philip Pillsbury

GALA IN-KIND DONORS
(Listed Alphabetically)

Adrift Adventures

All Things CBD

Alpine Arts Center

Alpine Pizza

Apres Cafe at Vail Racquet Club
Avanti Vail

Aviator Nation

Avon Bakery and Deli

Bastide

BioMed Spa Vail | Krissy Evancho

Bishop Telemark

Blizzard Boba

Blue Moose Pizza

Blush Studios

Bookworm of Edwards

Bosco Family

Brian Sweeney

Bubbles Day Spa

Camp Waziyatah

Canine Acupuncture

Carly Kleiman and Toph Leonard

Carolyn VanderWerf

Caylee Rush Photography

Chris Frampton '90

Christi Howel

Corky Evans

Creative Floors

Cynthia and Philip Pillsbury

Delaney and Daniel Hartmann

Dr. Jean Urquhart and Mountain
Dermatology Specialists

Drunken Goat

Elevated Dental

Fairy Hair by Frankie

FOODsmith
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Form Attainment Studio

Fossil Posse

Four Seasons

Frost Creek

Game Creek Club

Goat Physical Therapy

Gorsuch

Gravity Haus / Slope Room

Gravity Haus Denver

Green and Spiegel Law Office | Amy Novak
Jennifer Harmon

Jess Schmierer

Julie Ulstrup Photography

Karen Spall

Kate Hartman Interior

Kelley and Brendan Synnott

Kelly Enright

KH Webb

Kids Adventure Games

Kitchen Collage

KJ Alignment

Kristen Kenly

Lisa Watson and Mike Krupka
Maker and Stitch

Manor Vail — Ridge + River Restaurant
Marie Bernardo

MAX Shop (Vail)

Minturn Saloon

Mountain Fish House and Oyster Bar
Mountain Recreation Edwards Field House
Mountain Valley Horse Rescue
Mountain Weekend

Mr. G's Cuisine

Nick Kierstead — Personal Training
Nomadic Roots Sauna

Northside Family of Restaurants

Ooh La La Hair Salon

Outdoor DIVAS

Peak Performance
Peak to Peak Properties
Perch

Phil's Secret Sauce
PLNK MTN

Pollyanna Private Chef
Power on lce

Pure Hydrate IV

Rachel Glowacki Mindful Movement Educator and

Move with Me Books
Rancho Santana
Red Maple Catering
Reid Phillips
Revival — Vail
Riverwalk Wine and Spirits
Root and Flower / Two Arrows
Roy Moore Lobster Company
SAGE Dining Services
Samantha and Nick Thompson
Sarah and Dan Drawbaugh
Sarah and Will Cook
Shakedown Bar Vall
Shine Intuitive Beauty
Simplify with Georgi
Sipes Architects
Ski Town Allstars
Sonnenalp Hotel and Spa
Spa Anjali — Westin Riverfront
Squash Blossom
Stand Up Paddle Colorado
Steve Bileca and Angela Alonso-Bileca
Steve Vardaman
Streamside Healing Arts | Dr. Ellen Millard
Styled by Tamar
Sundae | Artisan Ice Cream
Tavernetta Vail
Tennessee Pass Cookhouse
Teresa Gebhardt

*Are representative of donors who have made a pledge for the upcoming years.

Vail Mountain School

Teressa Foglia

Terra Lane

The Elliott Family

The Golden Bear

The Grazing Fox- Vail

The McPheeters Family

The Morath Family

The Rose

THE SIXTY TWO Society

The Space

The Vail Jazz Foundation

Tom Hackett

Tonic Method

Town Hall Outdoor Clothing
Town of Vail

Twee Merigan

Uplift with Polly

Vail Butlers

Vail Chocolates LLC

Vail Comedy

Vail Recreation District / Vail Nordic Center
Vail Resorts

Vail Symposium

Vail Valley Foundation
Valbruna ltalian Clothing Store
Village Beagle

Vintage Magnolia

VMS Art Department

VMS Technology Department
VMS Theatre Department
Walking Mountains

Westin Riverfront Athletic Club
Westside Cafe

Wishes Toy Store

Woodward Copper Barn
Yeti's Grind

Zino Ristorante and Terra Madre Wine Imports




Thank You for Your
Generosity!

VMS Fund: $668,447

Gala Total $ Raised: $647,096
Scholarship $ Raised: $2,267,225
Community Partners: $7,000
SummerQuest Gifts: $7,025
Restricted Gifts/Pledges: $4,911,850

Emily Franciose Outdoor
Learning Fund: $390,097

Total $ Raised: $8,898,739

“These totals include any new pleages that were made within the 2025-2026 school year.
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Board of Trustees & Parent Volunteers

We extend our deepest gratitude to the numerous volunteers who dedicated their time, passion, and commitment to Vail Mountain School by serving on committees and parent volunteer
groups throughout the 2025-2026 school year.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES FINANCE & INVESTMENT COMMITTEE ~ ALUMNI RELATIONS COMMITTEE HOMEBASE PARENTS
Steve Bileca®, Head of School Dave Saunders, Co-Chair Philip Pillsbury Ill, Co-Chair Cealy Fellman, Co-Chair
Craig Cohn Nick Tompson, Co-Chair Meredith Rose ‘95, Co-Chair Susan Whitecotton, Co-Chair
Alicia Deters Farhood Azima Colleen Davis* Jenna Barclay

Pepper Etters '98 Steve Bileca” Perper Etters '98 Rebekah Barton

Markian Feduschak Colleen Davis* Lauren Giegler ‘07 Lynn Blake

Paul Graf Alicia Deters JC Hernandez Tracey Clery

Joe Hanlon '88 Paul Graf Nicole Magistro Sunny Corrigan

Larisa Haytmanek, Secretary Joe Hanlon Melissa Provencher Mike Faeder

Juan Carlos (JC) Hernandez Barraza '11 Mandy Jaffe Kelly Ronquist™ Kate Hartman

Susanne Johnson

Becky Kinney

McKinley Lee

Nicole Magistro, Vice-Chair
Jeffrey Martz

Philip Pillsbury 1l

Melissa Provencher, Chair
Meredith Rose '95

Dave Saunders Co-Treasurer
Adi Slifer 08

Nick Thompson, Co-Treasurer
Nick Waugh

DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

Becky Kinney, Co-Chair
Kristin Tang, Co-Chair
Steve Bileca®

McKinley Childress Lee
Colleen Davis™

Allison Krausen

Nicole Magistro

Jeffrey Martz

Melissa Provencher

Vail Mountain School

Anne-Marie Keane
Nicole Magistro
Jeffrey Martz
Melissa Provencher
Dave Saunders
Nick Waugh

Kelly Young*

FACILITIES COMMITTEE

Joe Hanlon, Chair
Bill Adochio

Steve Bileca”

Brian Counselman®
Pepper Etters
Larisa Haymanek
Nicole Magistro
Melissa Provencher
Douglas Smith
Kelly Young™

REAL ESTATE COMMITTEE

Craig Cohn, Chair
Steve Bileca”

Alicia Deters

Mandy Jaffee
McKinley Childress Lee
Nicole Magistro
Melissa Provencher
Meredith Rose

Dave Saunders

Kelly Young*

Adi Slifer '08

PARENT PARTNERS

Andie Bombard, Co-Chair
Wendi Hanlon, Co-Chair
Sarah Knievel, Co-Chair
Sylvia Curry

Cealy Fellman

Nina Fernandez

Erin Hawthorne
Jennifer Kaplan

Kara King

Rhonni Kowalski

Kari Mohr

Tammy Nordstrand
Courtney St. John

Joe St. John

Samantha Thompson
Lisa Watson

Susan Whitecotton
Toko Wimberly

Erin Hawthorne
Larisa Haytmanek
Noel Honkamp
Allison Krausen
Jessica Kuppersmith
Liz Morath

Kaia Moritz

Allison Nowicki
Kristin Pappas
Cathy Phillips
Cynthia Pillsbury
Jennifer Pletcher
Courtney St. John
Lauren Walker
Claudia Winkleman

*VMS Employes, Ex officio Board Member



MAKE A GIFT
ONLINE

Ways of Giving
Every gift counts. Every student benefits.

At Vail Mountain School, every gift, no matter the size, makes a difference. Your generosity fuels our teachers’ creativity, powers student discovery,
and sustains the experiential, K12 education that defines VMS.

Giving to VMS is about more than supporting a school; it's about investing in a community that shapes ethical, curious, and kind young people.
Students who go on to make a difference in the world.

Vail Mountain School is a 507(c)(3) nonprofit organization (Tax 1D #84-0533775). Your contributions are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law.

Cash Gifts

The simplest way to make an impact. Contributions made by cash, check, or credit
card directly support the daily work of teaching and learning at VMS. You can also
pledge a gift and spread payments throughout the year to fit your giving goals.

Give Online via Credit Card
Make a fast and secure gift using our online giving form. This form also allows you
to set up convenient monthly, quarterly, or annual recurring gifts.

Mail a Check

Make payable to Vail Mountain School and mail to: Attn: Colleen Davis, Director of
Advancement, Vail Mountain School, 3000 Booth Falls Road, Vail, CO 81657

Make a Cash Wire Transfer
Contact us for specific instructions to transfer funds directly.

Endowment Gifts

@ifts to the VMS Endowment create lasting strength. They help sustain financial
aid, support exceptional educators, and preserve the school's commitment to
accessibility for generations to come.

Matching Gifts

Many employers will match charitable contributions, sometimes doubling or even
tripling your impact! Check with your company’s HR department or online giving
portal to see if your employer participates.

The VMS Gala
Join us each spring for an unforgettable evening of community celebration. Gala
sponsorships, ticket sales, and auction proceeds fund essential initiatives.

Appreciated Assets
Donating stocks or other appreciated assets is a tax-smart way to make a charitable gift,
You'll help VMS continue its mission while potentially realizing significant tax savings.

Memorial & Honorary Gifts
Celebrate or remember someone special with a tribute gift to the VMS Endowment.
These donations create a lasting legacy that honors those who've inspired you.

Bequests & Planned Giving

By including Vail Mountain School in your will or estate plans, you help ensure that
future generations of students experience the same transformative education that
defines VMS today.
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Kagle Valley
Community Foundation:

Yolunteer Group of the Year

Here at Vail Mountain School, we are continually inspired by the ways our faculty and
students embrace the school’s commitment to experiential learning. Year after year, they
find new ways to move learning beyond the classroom—applying their knowledge in
meaningful settings while making a lasting impact on the community around them.

This year, that commitment was recognized by the Eagle Valley Community Foundation,
an organization we have worked with for many years, which named Vail Mountain
School its 2025 Volunteer Group of the Year. The award honors the school’s outstanding
dedication to service, experiential learning, and building meaningful connections
throughout Eagle County.

In the words of the EVCF, Vail Mountain School's Advanced Spanish for Service Learning class,
led by Upper School Spanish teacher Angela Alonso, is “at the heart of this partnership.’In a
valley with a vibrant Spanish-speaking community, Alonso saw an opportunity to transform
language learning from an academic exercise into an act of connection.

Rather than limiting Spanish to the classroom, students put their skills into practice
through volunteer work with local organizations. They assist families at The Community
Market, help Spanish-speaking residents navigate MIRA Health Fairs, and support
community members as they access vital resources—all while developing confidence in
a language they have spent years studying.

“The Health Fair was a fantastic experience,” Alonso says. “Students helped run the
event while interacting with Spanish-speaking attendees, registering them, giving
directions, and sharing basic information. They felt proud to use their Spanish to make
someone’s day easier.” It's in moments like these that the realization sets in that language
is not just a skill, but a tool for human connection.

Experiential learning has taken students into classrooms as well. During a visit to
the Early Learning Center in Edwards, students shared original Spanish stories they
had written and illustrated, reading aloud to preschoolers and leading discussions
that encouraged curiosity and imagination. The project challenged students to think
creatively, communicate clearly, and discover how language can foster joy and
belonging across generations.

Vail Mountain School




These experiences do more than strengthen fluency. “Students gain
confidence communicating with native speakers and deepen their
understanding of the diverse community they live in,” Alonso says.
“They strengthen their ability to empathize with people from different
cultural and linguistic backgrounds.”

While the Spanish class served as the catalyst for this year’s
recognition, it reflects a culture of service found throughout the

VYMS community. Students, faculty, and families come together

each year for the Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Service, partnering
with local organizations on projects that honor Dr. King's legacy
through meaningful action. The school also partners with Eagle Valley
Community Foundation's REcover Program, donating excess school
meals to The Community Market to reduce food waste while helping
provide nutritious food to local families.

The award recognizes not only student volunteers, but the collective [T rewg
. . LIRS e V4
effort of an entire school community.

“We've also been so inspired by the involvement of the VMS Parent
Group and families, reinforcing that this culture of service is truly
shared across your entire school community,” wrote Ruth Anshutz of
the Eagle Valley Community Foundation.

Itis a fitting reflection of what experiential learning looks like at

Vail Mountain School. Whether students are practicing Spanish

with native speakers, reading stories to young children, serving
neighbors through local nonprofits, or working alongside their
families to strengthen the community, they are discovering that the
most meaningful education happens when knowledge is paired with
purpose. In doing so, they are not only becoming more capable
learners—they are becoming thoughtful citizens whose impact
extends far beyond the walls of the classroom.

VMS Magazine 2025-2026
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Generations of Care: Fllen Millard

For Ellen Millard, returning to the Vail Valley to open her own naturopathic medical practice
was more than a career milestone, it was a homecoming. As the founder of Streamside
Healing Arts, Millard now cares for the same community that helped shape her, continuing
a family legacy of healthcare while bringing her own holistic approach to wellness.

Unlike many who enter medicine after witnessing tragedy or illness firsthand, Millard’s
ingpiration came from a place of inspiration and hope. Watching her grandfather remain
active, curious, and joyful into his late nineties challenged her understanding of what
healthcare could be. “He is still skiing at 97 years old,” she says. “Seeing what healthy
aging could actually look like made me wonder not just how we treat disease, but how we
help people live vibrant, fulfilling lives for as long as possible.”

That question followed her beyond the classroom. While studying abroad in Ecuador,
Millard experienced a culture where nutrition, herbal medicine, fasting, and a close
relationship with nature were integrated into daily life. The experience transformed her
perspective on medicine, reinforcing her belief that healthcare should focus not only on
treating iliness but on creating the conditions for people to thrive.

Returning to the Vail Valley felt like a natural next step. The mountains that shaped her
childhood also shaped her philosophy of medicine, rooted in the belief that time outdoors,
movement, and a vibrant lifestyle are essential components of well-being. Opening
Streamside Healing Arts allowed her to bring those values into her work while serving the
community she has always called home.

The practice itself carries deep personal significance. Millard’s grandfather once cared

for patients in the same building, followed later by her mother. Today, she is the third
generation of her family to practice healthcare in that space. “Continuing my family’s legacy
of serving the Vail Valley is both a privilege and a responsibility that | cherish every day,”
she says.

As she builds her practice, Millard is motivated by creating a different kind of patient
experience, one centered on listening, curiosity, and whole-person care. Rather than
reducing patients to symptoms or diagnoses, she hopes Streamside Healing Arts becomes
a place where people feel genuinely seen and supported. Looking ahead, she envisions
expanding the practice into a collaborative healing center that brings together multiple
practitioners and approaches under one roof, helping patients not only recover from illness
but also build healthier, more connected lives.

Many of the principles that guide Millard today took root during her time at Vail Mountain
School. She remembers a holistic education that extended well beyond academics, where

Vail Mountain School

outdoor experiences, athletics, and a
close-knit community worked together to
shape both character and perspective.

Among the educators who left a lasting
impression was volleyball coach Mr.
Garvey, who taught lessons that continue
to guide her today. Through athletics,
she learned teamwork, leadership, and
the importance of pursuing goals with
“intention, grit, and passion.”

The school's emphasis on curiosity

also proved foundational. Millard credits
programs like Shoulder-to-Shoulder, a
partner program for Upper School students
to gain hands-on leadership skills, with
encouraging her to always ask why, a habit
that now defines her work as a physician. For example, it's not only what can we do about
diseases? but why do we get them in the first place? Whether caring for patients or building
a business, she believes meaningful progress begins by remaining open to learning and
willing to adapt. “Meaningful things rarely happen in a perfectly straight line,” she reflects.
Building a career, caring for patients, and raising a family have all required resilience and a
commitment to continual growth,

|

When asked what advice she would offer today's VMS students, Millard encourages them
to embrace exploration rather than feeling pressured to follow a predetermined path. She
recommends studying abroad, pursuing experiences outside of academics, and trusting
that unexpected detours often lead to the greatest opportunities. Looking back, transferring
colleges, a decision that once felt like failure, ultimately became one of the most important
turning points in her life.

Above all, she encourages students to appreciate the community surrounding them. “The
education is incredible,” she says, “but the relationships, experiences, and sense of place
are equally valuable.” Whether graduates ultimately build lives across the world or, like
Millard, find themselves returning home, she believes the values cultivated at Vail Mountain
School remain a lasting foundation, one that continues to guide both her life and her work
serving the community that first inspired her.



‘Theatre: Finding Your Voice and Your Place

At Vail Mountain School, we believe education is about more than what students
learn in a classroom. It is also about helping young people discover who they are,
find their voice, develop confidence, and learn how to contribute to a community.
Our theatre program provides a wonderful setting for all of this to happen.

Theatre asks students to do something that can be both exciting and uncomfortable:

step forward and take a risk. Whether they are performing on stage, building a set,
learning choreography, running lights, or supporting a castmate, every student has
an important role to play. Through that shared experience, students learn to trust
one another, listen, persevere, and recognize that what they contribute matters,

We are especially fortunate to have the Peter Abuisi Theater as a place for this work.
Itis a beautiful facility, but what makes it special is what happens inside it. It is a place
where students are encouraged to try something new, make mistakes, grow more
comfortable in their own skin, and celebrate the accomplishments of their peers.

In the fall, Upper School students brought Little Women to the stage. The students
chose a story centered on family, resilience, independence, and growing up,

and spent months working together to bring it to life. With 11 actors and seven
backstage crew members, the production demonstrated that theatre is not simply
about the people in the spotlight. Every contribution matters.

In the spring, more than 40 Upper School students came together for Cinderella.
Actors, musicians, stagehands, and designers worked for months toward a common
goal. Along the way, they developed skills, friendships, and a deeper sense of

belonging. As one senior reflected, the time spent together helped students build
trust and new friendships both on and off the stage.

Our Middle School students had a similar opportunity with Matilda the Musical.
Forty-seven students in grades 6-8 participated in the production, which was
intentionally selected to offer a meaningful opportunity for every student. Some
found their voice through a solo or speaking role; others contributed through the
ensemble or behind the scenes. Each had a chance to step forward and shine.

This is the power of theatre in a school. It brings together students with different
interests, experiences, personalities, and strengths and asks them to work toward
something they cannot accomplish alone. It creates community.

And, perhaps most importantly, it gives students practice taking healthy risks. Each
time a student walks onto a stage, tries a new role, speaks in front of an audience,
or shares an idea with the group, they are building confidence. That confidence
extends well beyond the theatre.

The final performance is certainly something to celebrate. But the greater
accomplishment is the growth that happens along the way: students becoming more
comfortable with themselves, learning to rely on one another, discovering new strengths,
and understanding the value of contributing to something larger than themselves.

That is why theatre is such an important part of the VMS experience. We are not
simply preparing students for the next performance. We are helping prepare them
for the many stages they will encounter throughout their lives.
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Board of Trustees Updates:
Connecting on Campus

Leadership at Vail Mountain School means looking beyond today’s needs to shape the school’s future. The Board of Trustees supports and
promotes YMS’s mission, vision, strategic goals, and policies, with a focus on long-range priorities and strategic issues. As part of that work,
trustees also make time to experience the school's day-to-day life firsthand. During the biannual Trustee Visit Day this February, Board members
spent a half-day on campus, attending home base, observing classes, breaks, and recess, meeting with members of the Academic Team, and
enjoying the Middle School Science Fair. The goal was simple: to give our Trustees an experience of the “real life” of the school and our students.

Welcoming Newcomers

VMS was delighted to welcome three new trustees this past school year: Juan Carlos (JC) Hernandez Barraza, Adi Slifer, and Craig Cohn. For JC
and Adi, joining the Board was a return to a community that helped shape them. Both are VMS alumni with deep ties to the Vail Valley, bringing their
experiences back to the school in service of its future.

JC grew up in Eagle County and attended VMS for grades 9—12. He earned bachelor's and master's degrees in Counseling Psychology and
Counseling, with a concentration in Multicultural Clinical Mental Health, and is now an Outpatient Behavioral Health Specialty Clinician at Vail Health
Behavioral Health. His commitment to the Vail Valley brought him back to the community in 2022, where he remains dedicated to creating positive
change.

Adi is a proud Vail native and VMS alumna who spent K=12 at the school. After earning her degree from Vanderbilt University and an MBA from the
University of Chicago Booth School of Business, she spent seven years on the Corporate Development team at DaVita Healthcare before returning
to the Vail Valley. She now works at Slifer Smith & Frampton, honoring her father's legacy, and serves on the Vail Valley Foundation Board of
Directors, while remaining active with the VMS Strategic Planning and Alumni Committees.

Craig Cohn was drawn to Vail by his passion for skiing and cycling, and has been part of the VMS community since his daughter, Ariana, began
Kindergarten in 2018. His career in real estate development has spanned mountain resorts and healthcare, most recently as Chief Real Estate
Development Officer for Vail Health. He has also served on several local community boards and committees including the Vail Chamber of Commerce.

For JC and Adi, joining the Board marks a meaningful full-circle moment, and they now accompany three other alumni of the school who are

also current trustees—Pepper Etters ‘98, Meredith Rose '95, and Joe Hanlon '88. Alongside fellow new trustee Craig Cohn, they bring new
perspectives and experiences to a community that was formative in their own lives. For JC and Adi, their service offers an opportunity to give back
to the school that helped shape them and guide it forward. Together, the new trustees strengthen the board's ability to thoughtfully steward VMS in
the coming years.

Juan Carlos (JC)
Hernandez Barraza

Adi Slifer

Craig Cohn




Women Supporting Women in
the Outdoors

On any given path, the power of interacting with folks who have paved the way is immeasurable

to the inspiration and determination of students, and at VMS we're curious about what happens
when girls have the opportunity to learn directly from women who are leading, working, and making
an impact in the mountains. What's highly likely is that these young women begin to see new
possibilities for themselves.

In March, Vail Mountain School students joined the Gore Range Gravity Alliance and the women

of Vail Ski Patrol for a Young Women'’s Day at Vail Mountain, a day built around hands-on learning,
mentorship, and connection. The day was planned by 11" grade student and EmpowHER club
leader, Bergen Jacob. The mission of the EmpowHER club is to “create an environment where girls
can be their true selves without hesitation, find friends, and build confidence.” It was a natural fit
for Bergen to collaborate with the leaders of the Gore Range Gravity Alliance and the women of Ski
Patrol to create this special opportunity.

Students shadowed professional patrollers and gained a behind-the-scenes look at mountain
operations, snow safety, emergency response, and careers in the ski industry. They asked questions,
learned new skills, and experienced the knowledge and confidence that comes from working on the
mountains. Perhaps even more meaningfully, students spent quality time with women who have built
careers and communities in the outdoors, seeing firsthand that there is a place for them, too.

The experience reflects a larger goal shared by VMS and the Gore Range Gravity Alliance: creating
opportunities for women to build skills, forge connections, and feel a stronger sense of belonging in
the outdoors. When knowledge is shared from one generation of women to the next, the confidence
passed on is palpable. It expands the possibilities for who gets to lead, work, adventure, and make
an impact in the mountains.

The day also brought the VMS community together with local professionals and alumni, including
VMS alumnae Cole Wilson "21 and Allie Gish 16, now members of Vail Ski Patrol.

Through experiences like Young Women's Day, students are discovering new ways to imagine
themselves on the mountain and in the world: “When | see other strong girls and women having fun
on the mountain and supporting each other, | see the outdoors as a collaborative environment where
anything is possible.”

With gratitude to the Gore Range Gravity Alliance, Vail Ski Patrol, VMS student leaders of the
EmpowHER club, for making this opportunity possible, and Bergen for capturing the day.




2025-2026 Operating Revenue

Tuition $13,193,829

Less: Tuition Assistance ($3,245,160)

Net Tuition $9,948,669 711%
Program Revenue $518,994 3.7%
VMS Fund $545,447 3.9%
VMS Gala and Other Fundraising Events $348,830 2.5%
Investment Draw and Use of Restricted Gifts $1,934172 13.8%
Other Revenue $695,732 5.0%
Total Operating Revenue $13,991,844 100%
Leadership Gifts with Restrictions,

Including the Gala Paddle Raise and Grants $3,185,712

(All figures above are unaudited)

Program Revenue: 3.7%
VMS Fund: 3.9%

Investment Draw and Use
of Restricted Gifts: 13.8%

Other Revenue:5.0%
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2025-2026 Operating Expenses & Capital

Salaries and Benefits $8,571,893 62.1%
Instructional and Program $1,626,511 11.8%
Facilities Maintenance, Technology, and Capital $1,057,006 7.7%
General and Administrative $702,683 51%
Advancement (Fundraising and Marketing) $398,005 2.9%
Debt Service (Principal and Interest) $1,444,038 10.5%
Total Operating Expenses $13,800,136 100%

(Al figures above are unaudited)

Instructional and Program: 11.8%

) Facilities Maintenance, Technology,
Salaries and Capital: 7.7%

and Benefits:
62.1% General and Administrative: 5.1%

Advancement: 2.9%

Debt Service (Principal & Interest): 10.5%
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A New 5™ Grade Tradition

After more than a decade of taking the 5™ grade to Denver for their final Lower School trip, the VMS team took
a fresh look at what this culminating experience could be. The goal wasn't simply to find a new destination but to
create an experience that felt more connected to the way VMS students learn and to the values that shape their
education: academic excellence, experiential learning, character building, and environmental stewardship.

So this year, the 5" grade traded the city for the mountains. In May, students headed to the YMCA of the Rockies
in Estes Park for the first 5™ Grade Summit: An Experiential Learning Adventure, built around three key
themes: Explore. Wonder. Learn.

“We embraced the opportunity to reimagine off-campus learning, aligning the experience directly with Vail
Mountain School's values, our evolving curriculum, and our students’ developmental needs,” says Kristin Douthitt,
Director of Lower School. The result was three days where 5" graders could step into the subjects they had been
studying all year.

Students learned to read the forest around them during Animal Tracking, using gait patterns, scat, marks, and
footprints to understand how animals move through and interact with their environment. In Fire Ecology, they used
fire boards to see how different types of fires burn and explored fire mitigation strategies, including examining
evidence of past fires around the YMCA grounds and studying tree cookies. Outdoor Living Skills introduced
students to wilderness survival, from learning how to prevent getting lost and what to do if they do, to practicing
how to build a shelter in the event of an unexpected night in the woods. And at Guided Campfire, students
gathered to sing, watch skits, listen to campfire stories, and, of course, make some s'mores.

Vail Mountain School




Working through wire walks, rope swings, and problem-
solving challenges, the low ropes course required
students to communicate, trust one another, and figure
things out together. They also had plenty of time to simply
enjoy the experience, from sharing meals and bunking
together to spending time outside and ending one
evening with a neon roller disco.

For the teachers, the Summit was a chance to bring
several pieces of the 5" grade curriculum together in

one place. For the students, it was a chance to learnin a
completely immersive way and to experience their class as
a community before making the transition to Middle School.

The change from Denver to Estes Park was ultimately
about more than changing the scenery. It was about
creating a summit that felt unmistakably VMS: curious,
active, connected to the natural world, and willing to try
something new, and it gave the 5" grade a culminating
experience that fostered more direct connection to their
curriculum, their surroundings, and their classmates.










Rivers & Literature Course

Water is often treated as a scientific or political subject. In Vail Mountain School's senior seminar Rivers & Literature it is also approached as a literary, cultural, and deeply
personal one.

Taught by Laurie Mortensen over the course of a semester, students examine humanity's relationship with rivers through novels, essays, and creative nonfiction while
studying the history, ecology, and politics of water in the American West. Those conversations begin outside of the classroom during a four-day expedition on Utah’s San
Juan River, where students are asked to observe, write, and consider their own relationship to the landscapes they move through. Exploring the topic both physically and
metaphorically, the course asks students to think critically about what it means to live alongside rivers and, ultimately, be responsible for them.

The culmination of the course is the River Guide, a collaborative publication created entirely by the students. Bringing together writing, artwork, photography, and reflection
from across the semester, the guide serves as both a final project and a record of the students' evolving understanding of rivers and their relationship to the natural world.

The collection includes a range of creative forms, each offering a different lens through which students explored place and personal experience. In their prose poems,
students focused on moments of observation and reflection that shaped their understanding of themselves. Inspired by David James Duncan’s concept of “River Teeth,” they
examined the experiences, memories, and influences that form the core of who they are. Other sections, including Patagonia stories, myths and legends, and humorous
stories, asked students to find meaning in small experiences and consider how storytelling can shape the way we understand the world around us.

Many students were surprised by not only what they learned about rivers and literature, but by what they learned about themselves. The student reflections following the
course were truly moving, showing just how impactful it became, with one student even sharing this was the best high school class they'd ever taken. For others, the
experience strengthened a sense of stewardship of this land rooted in creative expression and self reflection. It's obvious that this seemingly unlikely connection, of Rivers
and Literature, became a perfect learning ground for introspection and growth for last year's senior class.

| understood the ecological | learned that reflection doesn’t always Each piece taught me

importance of water, but come from dramatic moments, but from something new. Whether it was

this class has taught me how noticing small details and allowing them to write honestly even when

water is deeply connected to to carry weight ... More broadly, this it's uncomfortable, blending

culture and literature, while course taught me to slow down. | tend humor and seriousness to create

making me continuously to look for structure, clarity, and answers, what matters to me, finding the

more aware of how fragile both in school and in writing. Many of the physical detail first, then putting

our water systems are.” readings and discussions didn’t offer clean meaning on it, or finally letting

~ Declan conclusions, and | learned to be more the unknown stay unknown

comfortable sitting with uncertainty.” without needing to solve it.”

~ Harrison ~ Grant




It has made me more
aware of the state of our
rivers, more passionate
about saving them, and
more connected to what
| love.”

~ Kayla

Application is a huge factor for
me; if | do not understand the

use of learning topics, it's hard

for me to enjoy a class. The River
and Literature class used both
relevance and creativity, allowing
me to feel excited to write and
wonder about the book we were
reading since these stories were so

close to home.”
~ lzzy

QR CODE TO FINAL PROJECT—
CLASS RIVER GUIDE

Overall, this course has changed my
perspective on rivers and landscapes. At
first, | started out not being passionate about
rivers and their fragility, but now | care about
them. | discovered that | can actually enjoy
writing things that | am passionate about.
| like to write when given full freedom and
a topic | want to write about; this class has
taught me that. | like to write beautiful pieces
of work; | just need the opportunity to do it.”
~ Robby
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Snow Science:
8™ Grade Curriculum Update

In most classrooms, science begins with a textbook. At VMS, the importance is placed in lived
experience and experiential learning. With the incredible landscape that Vail has to offer this means we're
out in the mountains.

Each year, on a cold winter morning, 8" graders embark on telemark skis, making their way toward a
high-alpine hut, leaving the familiar rhythm of school behind. The hike is demanding, packs are heavy, and
the air is thin, but it will go on to be one of the most impactful educational experiences they will have.

Beneath their feet lies one of Colorado’s most complex natural systems, a living laboratory where chemistry,
physics, environmental science, leadership, and teamwork converge.

For more than three decades, Snow Science has been a defining part of the Middle School experience at
Vail Mountain School. What began in the 1990s, after faculty member Brett Falk completed an avalanche
safety course and was eager to implement some of his learnings, has grown into one of the school's
signature examples of experiential education: learning that moves beyond observation and asks students
to engage fully with the world around them.

The curriculum starts in the classroom, where students explore the science behind snowpack formation,
water's physical properties, temperature gradients, and phase changes. However, it's during the annual

three-day 8"-grade hut trip, where they work alongside backcountry safety professionals to study snow
conditions firsthand, when those concepts become tangible.

Rather than reading about the landscape of the mountains, students analyze it. They learn how to identify
layers within the snowpack by digging snow pits, practice beacon-and-probe rescue techniques, and
evaluate terrain, all at high elevation. It's science with immediate relevance.

Colorado’s backcountry offers extraordinary opportunities, but it also demands knowledge and respect.
By understanding the hidden dynamics beneath the snow’s surface, students gain practical skills that
can help them make informed decisions in the mountains while developing a deeper appreciation for the
alpine environment that surrounds them every day.

The program reflects Vail Mountain School's broader philosophy of experiential education: a cycle of
intentional challenge, reflection, and application that transforms lived experiences into lasting learning.
Faculty often describe this process through the school’s experiential learning cycle. Students first
prepare, setting goals and building foundational knowledge before heading into the field. Once
outdoors, they actively engage, asking questions, collecting observations, and solving real problems.

Vail Mountain School




Afterward, they reflect on what they experienced, connect those discoveries to prior learning and their broader understanding of the world, and ultimately apply those lessons
beyond the classroom. Snow Science brings each stage of that cycle to life.

In the words of faculty member Steph Lewis, a strong advocate for experiential learning, “I view the Snow Science unit as the pinnacle of education. Not only is student learning
facilitated across multiple environments, but there are also ample opportunities to address all aspects of the VMS mission. Students build community by problem-solving in their
lab groups, connecting with peers on the trail to the hut, and washing dishes alongside classmates from different friend groups. They develop leadership skills by taking on various
roles in lab groups and during the hut trip, supporting their classmates and keeping everyone organized. They cultivate character by pushing themselves through challenging hikes,
managing homesickness, and navigating new social situations. Finally, they learn to connect with and appreciate the beauty and power of our wild backcountry environment.”

These are lessons that can't be replicated within four classroom walls.

By using the surrounding landscape as both classroom and teacher, Vail Mountain School creates experiences that are rooted in connection to the environment and rich with
purpose. Students don't simply study the natural phenomena all around them—they become participants in it, developing a deeper understanding of the natural world and their
place within it. Long after the snow melts, that's the lesson that remains.
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Declan Cunningham: First-Fover “lown of Vail
Reduce, Reuse, Recycle” Stewardship Award

For the past four years, Declan Cunningham has been asking the Town of Vail to take a seemingly simple yet consequential step: stop the sale of
single-use plastic water bottles.

What began in an Environmental Club brainstorm session during his freshman year has grown into a sustained exercise in civic engagement, policy
research, and persistence. Declan, a recent graduate of Vail Mountain School, has presented his case to the Vail Town Council multiple times,
researched state and local plastic-reduction policies, connected with sustainability leaders and other advocates, and worked to build support for
meaningful change.

His efforts were recently recognized when Declan received the first-ever Town of Vail Reduce, Reuse, Recycle Stewardship Award, honoring
four years of hard work, research, and lobbying for the ban of single-use plastic water bottles in the community.

Declan's advocacy began with a deep dive into Colorado’s Plastic Pollution Reduction Act and an examination of how communities such as Frisco
and Breckenridge had approached plastic reduction. He also connected with local and regional leaders, including the mayor of Frisco, Mr. Hunter
Mortensen, and the Town of Vail's sustainability director, Beth Markham, to better understand what policy change could look like in Vail. His research
became the foundation for multiple presentations to the Town Council, where he made the case for eliminating the sale of single-use plastic water
bottles and later, spearheaded by his co-presenter, other single-use plastic products.

His work has consistently gone beyond identifying a problem. In 2024, Declan made the case for action while also promising, with the support of our
VMS environmental club, to help educate local businesses and residents about the issue. He highlighted the environmental impact of plastic waste,
noting that only a small fraction is recycled, with much ending up as microplastics in our waterways; however, Declan has approached the issue

not simply as an environmental problem. He posed the question of how local policy can create practical change. Declan tracked the progression of
Vail's own plastic-reduction efforts, including the town’s ban on Styrofoam cups and containers. He looked beyond Vail, speaking with former Frisco
Mayor Hunter Mortensen and comparing plastic-reduction policies in Frisco and Breckenridge to understand what had worked in other mountain
communities. His argument was straightforward: Vail has high-quality municipal water, making single-use plastic water bottles unnecessary, while the
bottles that are used often become waste or break down into microplastics rather than being recycled. When the town did not immediately enact a
ban, he kept showing up.

The Town of Vail Reduce, Reuse, Recycle Stewardship Award is a testament to Declan’s diligence and leadership. Although they have not.yet enacted a
ban on the sale of single-use plastic water bottles, his persistence has helped move the conversation forward. For Declan, the award'is recognition not
of a finished campaign, but of what can happen when a student takes an idea seriously enough to keep pursuing it. His work demaenstrates.a central
tenet of experiential learning at VMS: education does not have to end when the class does, turning research into action is pessible at any age, and if
you stay with an idea long enough, it can absolutely change the place you call home.
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Our Newest Alumni

We are proud to welcome the Class of 2026 into our alumni community. As they begin their next chapters at colleges and universities across the country, we
celebrate the many ways their VMS experiences will continue to shape who they are and how they contribute to the world. We look forward to staying connected
and following all that they accomplish.

The Class of 2026
Matriculation List

* Cal Poly — San Luis Obispo

* Colorado Mesa University

* Cornell College

* Fashion Institute of Technology
* High Point University

* Middlebury College

* North Carolina State University

* Rollins College

* University College Dublin

* University of California — Berkeley
* University of Colorado — Boulder
* University of Denver

* University of Mississippi

* University of Virginia

 Wake Forest University
 Washington & Lee University
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SAVE THE DATE

Alumni Winter Solstice Celebration
December 18, 2026
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The Bell That Connects Us

The familiar sound of the bell outside Vail Mountain School rang across campus, calling back memories for one of the people
most closely connected to its history.

The bell's donor, longtime Vail Valley resident and VMS parent, Rick Sackbauer, had stopped by campus and took a moment
to ring it once again. For Rick, the bell represents far more than a piece of railroad history. It carries a family story that
stretches across generations.

The bell originally belonged to Rick’s grandfather, who received it upon his retirement as a train engineer. The family’s initials
remain inscribed on its top. When Rick was growing up, his father would ring the bell in the evening, and Rick could hear it
from across the golf course, knowing it was time to come home for dinner.

Today, the bell has a permanent home at Vail Mountain School, connecting that family tradition to generations of VMS
students and families.

The Sackbauer family has deep roots in the Vail Valley. Rick was one of the first managers of on-mountain restaurants and
cafeterias, and he and his wife, Jan, a Vail ski instructor, raised their family in the community. Their daughters, Lucy and
Mary, attended VMS, with Lucy graduating as a member of the Class of 2008. Rick and Jan’s son, Tim who has Down
syndrome, attended Battle Mountain High School because VMS was not able to offer the resources he needed, though he
wanted to attend alongside his sisters.

For Rick, the family’s connection to VMS is also deeply personal. The Sackbauer family was part of a close-knit group of
parents and students, and Lucy's lifelong friendships began in preschool and continued through VMS. Recently, classmates
from the Class of 2008 gathered in the Valley to celebrate Lucy at her baby shower, a reminder of the enduring connections
formed during their years together at school.

Today, Lucy is a nurse in Sun Valley, Idaho, where she serves on a flight medical team. In a recent tragedy following a shooting in
Twin Falls, Lucy was part of the crew that transported a critically injured victim by air to a trauma center in Salt Lake City. When
the flight arrived, the medical team on the ground included her sister, Mary, who is also a nurse. A photograph captured the
powerful moment the two sisters came together as part of the response.

For the Sackbauer family, it was another example of how life’s paths can bring people together, even in the most
unexpected circumstances.

Rick and Jan are now spending more time at home in Sun Valley to be closer to Lucy as she welcomes her first child. Yet,
their family's story will continue to echo at Vail Mountain School every time the bell rings.

Itis a story of family, friendship, service, and community. And thanks to the Sackbauer family’s gift, the sound of that old
railroad bell continues to carry across campus, connecting VMS to a legacy that began generations ago.

Vail Mountain School




Mary is currently a Trauma Nurse at the University of Utah Hospital (Salt Lake City), working in the Emergency Department.

She has been a nurse since 2021, Prior to that she worked in the Surgical ICU at the University of Utah hospital.

Lucy is a Flight Nurse for Air St. Luke’s based in Ketchum, Idaho. She began this new role in October 2025. Air St. Luke's
is a hospital-based air medical transport for St. Luke’s Hospitals in Idaho. She has been a nurse since 2012,

A series of unfortunate events led to the good fortune of the two sisters getting to work together to take care of a patient.
On August 1, 2026, there was a shooting at the In-N-Out Burger in Twin Falls, Idaho. Air St. Luke’s was dispatched to the
hospital in Twin Falls to be on standby for the transport of any patients who may need transport to a higher level of care.
Lucy’s team, also known as ASL 4, was assigned to a patient who needed to be transported to Salt Lake City for further
management of her injuries sustained in the shooting. While in Twin Falls, she texted Mary (who was working Triage in
the Emergency Department that day) and said that they were headed to Salt Lake City. They landed on the roof at the
University of Utah hospital at 18:45—just 15 minutes before shift change and when Mary would be heading home. Mary
and another staff member met them on the roof to help them bring the patient from the Helicopter to the Emergency
Department. The patient had a positive outcome and the sisters were able to see and give each other a hug on the job!

Lucy is expecting her first baby, and a first for the Sackbauer family! She was 8 months pregnant on the day of this transport!

VMS Magazine 2025-2026
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Alumni Class Notes

Class of 1976
Erik Brofos

I'm still here in Vail and representing
the class of '76. My family is still
mostly here as well. My daughter,
Whitney Price, is an amazing wedding
photographer and her husband, Brady,
is a fireman for the Eagle River Fire
Protection District. My wife, Joelle Hill,
is all things HR at the Town of Avon and
her kids are here and in Crested Butte,
As for me, | work for a wonderful family
that I've been associated with for over
40 years managing their properties in
the county. | also just finished my 50"
year with Vail Resorts this past winter
where | still work part time as a ski
instructor with the best guests on the
planet. All'in all, we are still a mountain
family who likes all things outdoors.

Class of 1979
Tim McMahan

| continue practicing law at Stoel

Rives law firm (40 years), where | am

a senior partner, leading our western

US renewable energy practice team. In
April, I returned from 5 weeks of walking
the Camino de Santiago in Spain. |
recommend it, with all of its intensity
and life changing questions, and

few answers,

Vail Mountain School

Class of 1990
Robert Ast

| have been living in Bainbridge Island,
Washington for the last 23 years with
my wife Deb. Our daughter, Hannah,

is now a sophomore at DU, so we still
make it back to Colorado a few times
a year. | am currently the Emergency
Department Medical Director as well as
Chief of Staff for St. Michael Medical
Center in Silverdale, Washington. | would
love to hear from classmates or other
Puget Sound area alumni from the late
80s/early 90s.

Class of 1993

Tom Boyd

Tom Boyd is an Eagle County
Commissioner. He lives in Edwards
with his wife, Renee, and two sons,
Tyler and Alex.

Class of 1997
Tag Hopkins

| continue to live in Townsville, Australia
with my wife, Melissa, and two
daughters, Taitum and Marlo. | work

as an Emergency and Retrieval Doctor
here. Last year, my family toured around
Colorado and went to Mesa Verde. This
town is a beautiful place | hadn't visited
since the 4" grade when on the Mrs.
Rapson VMS class trip. What great
memories! | miss Vail and VMS.

Go Rangers!

Class of 2000

Aaron Fox

| live in Boomerang Beach, Australia
with my wife and two young
children, We miss the mountains but
love the beach.

Class of 2003
Whitney Simmonds

Whitney Simmonds married Peter
Joseph in April 2026 in a small
ceremony near their home in Uxbridge,
MA. Whitney continues to teach high
school music at Nipmuc Regional High
School in Upton, MA where she serves
as the Director of Vocal & Choral Music,
Electives Department Head, and teaches
classes in choir, rock band, and music
theory and composition.




Class Notes (continueq)

Class of 2005

Sylvan Ellefson

Ilive in Edwards with my wife, Sarah,
and our two boys, Ryder (9) and Aksel
(7). We enjoy camping, mountain biking,
Nordic skiing, and adventuring in the
mountains we get to live in still. Irun a
property management company, Sng
Property Management, and am currently
transitioning to owner at Gore Range
Montessori in Edwards that was formerly
owned and run by VMS Alum Teacher
and Board Chair, Kristin Tang. | still am
fortunate enough to get to spend many
of my Thursday evenings skinning,
running, or mountain biking with much of
the graduating class of 2005 and 2004.

Class of 2008

Lucy Sackbauer

Happily married living in Sun Valley,
ldaho. I'just started a new job as a
Flight Nurse working for Air St Luke's
stationed here in Ketchum, Idaho. |
get to work at the top of my license
as an RN, responding to scene calls
and transporting critical care patients
between hospital facilities. Taking care
of patients in the helicopter has been
quite the adventure so far!

Class of 2010
Cynthia Edgerton

I finished my 4 years here at Fort
Carson in Colorado Springs serving as
the 10™ Special Forces (Airborne)
Veterinarian. My next assignment will be
at the University of Minnesota
completing a PhD in veterinary science
focusing on equine cardiology.

Class of 2012

Misha Harrison Lubanski
Graduated as a Doctor of Veterinary
Medicine in 2022 from CSU. Completed
additional internship and residency
training at the University of Wisconsin
and University of Florida to become a
veterinary surgeon. Practicing at the
University of Florida as a small animal
surgeon (mostly dogs and cats).

Paco Holguin
Wife and | have a baby girl!

VMS Magazine 2025-2026
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Class Notes (continued)

Class of 2015

Trevor Shelden

| studied Architecture and Environmental
Design at CU Boulder, spent a semester
abroad in Copenhagen, and continued
playing soccer all four years. After
graduating in 2019, | moved to southern
California and spent the next several
years working at architecture firms,
designing high-end custom homes across
California, Colorado, Idaho, Minnesota,
Costa Rica, Thailand, and Dubai,

This past spring, I launched Shelden
Studios, my own residential architecture
and design firm based in Los Angeles
and Breckenridge. | recently passed my
licensing exams and became a licensed
architect, a milestone | have been
building toward since my senior project
at VMS. The studio is currently working
on projects in Manhattan Beach, Hood
River Oregon, and a new custom home in
Breckenridge.

This year, | was lucky enough to ski
Japan with three other VMS alumni and
attend a few US World Cup soccer games
with my parents and three older brothers.

AT

i e
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Class of 2018

Declan Rooney

Going into my third year living in
Chicago! | changed firms last fall but
remain in Consulting, and I've enjoyed
traveling across the U.S. and to London
to work with clients in the insurance
industry. While I'm enjoying my time in
Chicago, | always find my way west to
ski, camp, and spend time with other
alumni from the Class of 2018,

Class of 2019

Millie Zhu

I'm staying in LA after getting my
Master's degree from USC last year, as
I am now heading into my fourth year in
this city! | started my marketing career
in healthcare and couldn't be more
grateful for the journey. | miss the VMS
community and all the connections |
made along the way!

Class of 2020

Rachel Conley

For the past year, | have been working
as a Research Assistant at the
Steadman Philippon Research Institute,
where | conduct clinical trials focused
on osteoarthritis, muscle health,

and postsurgical outcomes. | also

lead hands-on labs and educational
programs with local schools throughout
the Vail Valley.

I recently applied to medical school and
plan to matriculate in the summer of
2027. Qutside of work, I have been
enjoying life in Colorado, spending as
much time as possible running, skiing,
and exploring the mountains. This fall, |
am excited to run the Boulder Marathon!

Class of 2021

Emma Ferer

This May | graduated from Colby College
with a B.A. in Global Studies. | recently
moved to NYC to start work at Findigs.

Emma Kate Burns

| graduated from USD with a Masters

in Accounting in December and

then started a job in Venture Capital
accounting in San Francisco in January!



Class Notes (continued)

Cole Wilson

| completed my first winter as a ski
patroller at Vail Mountain and | enjoyed
it very much. | will be returning for my
second winter with, hopefully, more
snow! Every day | feel grateful that | get
to work on the mountain where | enjoyed
years of Ski Fridays. This summer |
took a position as a research technician
in the Steadman Philippon Research
Institute’s Center for Regenerative

and Personalized Medicine. | studied
the effect of an experimental drug on
gene expression in osteosarcoma and
chondrosarcoma cells.

Class of 2025

Chloe Demmler

| am honored to share that | have begun
my internship with Alpine Bank's Wealth
Management Team,

My first introduction to the Alpine Bank
Team came when | presented my

senior thesis, “Retweets and Returns:
How Social Media Affects Investment
Behavior,” to a panel of experts. The
support and feedback | received continue

to pay dividends in my college experience.

That research, backed by Alpine Bank
and the Vail Mountain School Financial
Committee, later led to my role as a
Research Assistant with the University of
Richmond'’s Finance Department,

Abig thank you to Timothy Haley, Jacob
Going, CFA, and Maggie Pavlik for the
opportunity. A BIG thank you for the
initial introduction to the Alpine Bank
team that continues to pay dividends

beyond the success of my senior project.

Finally, after a very successful year at
URichmond, | will be attending USC

in the fall at the Marshall School of
Business. | look forward to making
the most of what | am certain will be a
formative experience.

Hayden Phillips

This summer, I've been working as a
camp counselor at SOAR, an adventure
program outside of Asheville, North
Carolina, for kids with ADHD and
learning differences. It's been a great
experience, and I've learned so much
about working with kids, being a leader,
and getting outside of my comfort zone.
I've met some great people, and it's
been really fun to be part of a program

that helps campers build confidence and

try new things.

Faculty Update

Welcome, Boaz Charles Hartmann!
His family chose his name with the belief that
“kindness is the greatest strength.” We are so
happy to welcome Boaz and his family to the VMS
community. Welcome to the VMS family, Boaz!

KEEP IN TOUCH!
ALUMNI UPDATE FORM
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