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Sports Day: Budding Athletes 

Sports Day was an absolute triumph! We couldn’t be prouder of the children, 
who brought incredible energy and positive attitudes to every single event. 
Throughout the day, their outstanding sportsmanship shone as they cheered 
each other on, celebrated every victory, and participated with pure enthusiasm. 
Working seamlessly in their teams, they built an amazing, supportive spirit. 

We were especially inspired by their resilience—they tackled every challenge 
head-on, gave their absolute best, and refused to give up when things got tough. Seeing 
their confidence, determination, and teamwork in action made the entire day a massive 
success for everyone. 
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Super Scientists: Continuing to explore Everyday 

Materials! 

In Science this term, the children continued their learning of materials. They became real-
world engineers as they explored the fascinating world of materials and their properties. 
They investigated different materials—such as wood, plastic, metal, and fabric—to 
discover what makes them strong, flexible, waterproof, or insulating. 

Putting their scientific knowledge to the test, the children then designed and built their own 
model houses. They had to think critically about which materials would work best for each 
part of the structure, carefully selecting sturdy materials for the walls and waterproof 
barriers for the roofs to keep their "residents" dry. The children then turned their attention 
to designing furniture and which materials would be most suitable for the various pieces. It 
was wonderful to see them apply their classroom learning so practically, demonstrating 
fantastic problem-solving, creativity, and scientific thinking throughout the entire building 
process! 
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Maths:  

In Maths, the children have been incredibly busy mastering several key skills! We have 
taken a giant leap with our number work, building immense confidence as we explored 
numbers all the way up to 100, practicing our counting, ordering, and place value.  
Alongside this, the children have been exploring position and direction, learning how to 
describe movement and turns using mathematical vocabulary like left, right, forwards, 
backwards, half-turns, and quarter-turns. 
 
We also dived into the world of money, learning to recognise different coins and notes, 
understand their values, and practice making different amounts.  
Finally, we turned our focus to the clock, learning how to tell the time to the hour (o'clock) 
and half-hour (half past) through plenty of hands-on practice.It has been wonderful to see 
their mathematical vocabulary and confidence grow so much across all of these practical 
topics!  
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English: Future Authors 

In English, our young writers embarked on a mythical adventure as they dived into the 
world of instructional writing, inspired by the wonderful book, How to Catch a Dragon. The 
children explored the key ingredients of great instructions, learning how to use imperative 
("bossy") verbs, clear step-by-step sequences, and precise time conjunctions. Putting their 
new skills to the test, they let their imaginations run wild to design and write their very own 
dragon traps and survival guides. It was fantastic to see them combine such creative, 
magical ideas with highly structured, clear writing—proving they are now absolute experts 
at giving instructions! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our English journey also took us into the familiar world of traditional tales, 
where we used the story of The Three Little Pigs to explore the magic of 
repeated language. The children loved identifying the story's famous, 
catchy refrains—like "I'll huff and I'll puff!"—learning how repetition builds 
suspense and excitement. They then used this structure to innovate the 
classic tale, using their brilliant imaginations to invent their own unique 
characters to replace the pigs and the wolf. It was fantastic to see them 
apply these repeated language patterns to their own creative story 
variations, showing a wonderful understanding of how to keep their 
readers hooked from start to finish! 
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DT 

 
This term in DT, the children thoroughly enjoyed exploring healthy eating and 
designing their own tasty wraps. They learnt about the different food groups and 
identified a range of foods that belong to each group. Through tasting and 
discussing a variety of ingredients, the children developed their ability to describe 
foods using words related to taste, texture and smell. They showed great creativity 
when planning different wrap combinations, carefully considering flavours that 
would work well together. Using their plans, the children confidently prepared and 
constructed their own wraps, developing important food preparation skills along the 
way. It was wonderful to see their enthusiasm, teamwork and willingness to try new 
foods, and everyone had a fantastic time making and tasting their delicious 
creations. 
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Sports Day 

 

Sports Day was a fantastic event, and we were incredibly proud of the 
children for the positive attitudes they demonstrated throughout the day. 
They showed excellent sportsmanship by encouraging one another, 
celebrating each other's successes and participating with enthusiasm. The 
children worked together brilliantly in their teams, supporting their peers 
and contributing to a wonderful team spirit. They also showed great 
resilience, persevering through challenges, trying their best in every event 
and not giving up, even when tasks were difficult. It was a joy to see their 
confidence, determination and teamwork shine, making the day 
enjoyable and successful for everyone involved. 
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English 

 

This term in English, the children enjoyed 
studying The Dragon Machine and used the 
story as inspiration for a range of exciting 
reading and writing activities. They developed 
their use of positional language to create 
detailed descriptions and learnt how prefixes 
(such as un-) and suffixes (–ment and –ness) 
can change the meaning of words. The children 
practised writing different sentence types, 
including commands, and used expanded noun 
phrases, powerful verbs and adverbs to make 
their writing more engaging. They planned, 
drafted, edited and published their own 
narratives, carefully creating exciting openings, 
middles and endings. It has been wonderful to see their confidence grow as they 
developed their storytelling skills and produced imaginative and well-structured 
pieces of writing. 
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We wanted to take a moment to say a huge and heartfelt well done to every single one of our wonderful 
Year 3 children. 
 
This year, we have watched each and every one of you grow in confidence, achieve so much and reach your 
goals. We have seen perseverance like never before and have loved watching each of you discover your 
unique talents, strengths and interests. 
 
From our amazing historians, who impressed us with their curiosity about life in the Stone Age, to our 
astonishing sportspeople, who demonstrated fantastic teamwork and leadership; from our budding artists 
and talented musicians to our creative poets, marvellous mathematicians, enthusiastic scientists and so 
much more – every one of you has given us so many reasons to be proud. 
 
Most importantly, you have shown kindness, resilience, determination and a willingness to challenge 
yourselves. These are qualities that will help you achieve great things, both in school and beyond. 
 
We could not be prouder of you all, and it has been an absolute pleasure to teach you this year. Thank you 
for making Year 3 such a memorable and enjoyable experience. We know you will continue to shine and 
accomplish wonderful things in Year 4. 
 
Keep believing in yourselves, keep trying your best, and never stop being the incredible people you are. 
 
Keep shining! 
 
Ms Blake, Miss White and Mrs MacDonald 
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Art 
 

What a fantastic and artistic half term we have had! The children have been studying 
the work and distinctive style of the illustrator and author Quentin Blake. We spent 
time exploring his Dirty Beasts poems before using them as inspiration to draw and 
paint our own illustrations in his unique, expressive style. 
 
The creativity did not stop there! The children then designed and created their very 
own beasts, carefully planning their ideas and writing descriptions of their unusual 
features. They learnt how to exaggerate key characteristics to make their creatures 
even more imaginative and full of personality. 
 

Once their designs were complete, the children brought their beasts to life through both drawing and clay 
sculpture. They explored different ways of manipulating clay, learning techniques such as rolling, pinching, 
shaping and smoothing. They also discovered how to use scoring and slip to securely join pieces of clay 
together and create strong, detailed sculptures. 
 
The finished creations were absolutely fantastic—full of creativity, character and imagination, if not a little 
gruesome! We are incredibly proud of the effort, perseverance and artistic flair the children demonstrated 
throughout this project.  
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Science 
 
This half term in Science, the children have been developing their scientific enquiry skills by planning, 
conducting and evaluating a range of exciting experiments. They have learnt about the importance of fair 
testing, making predictions, collecting and recording results accurately, and presenting their findings in a 
variety of ways. 
 
One of our favourite investigations was discovering the best way to clean old coins. We learnt about acids 
and alkalis, exploring their properties and how they can react with different materials. Before carrying out 
our investigation, we tested a range of substances using litmus paper to identify whether they were acidic, 
alkaline or neutral. The children then made thoughtful predictions about which substance would clean the 
coins most effectively. 
 
After testing their theories, we found that the more acidic substances were the most successful at 
removing the tarnish from the coins. It was fantastic to see the children working scientifically, making 
careful observations and comparing their results. It was certainly good, messy fun, and a memorable way to 
learn about chemistry!  
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English 

In English, we really enjoyed reading the story of the Tear Thief.  We focused on 

character and setting decsriptions, improving our use of adventurous vocabularly 

and sentence structure.  We adapted the story with our own version of the Tear 

Thief and published our stories which we had a chance to read to each other. 
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Maths 

In Maths we have enjoyed exploring the values of coins and notes.  We have added 

and subtracted amounts of money within the same denomination. We started using 

our knowledge of decimal notation for the first time… now we can write four 

pounds and twenty five pence as £4.25! We have been able to use our knowledge of 

decimal points to represent part of a pound; £1 = 100p and 1 whole = 100 

hundredths. 
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This half term in Science, we have been learning about changes in state. We explored 
the three states of matter and described their features. 
We thought about different items and grouped them by their state of matter. 
We described how particles behave in a solid, liquid and gas and drew 
scientific diagrams to support our explanation.  We also learnt what a melting, 
freezing and boiling point is and that 
different solids, liquids and gases have a variety of melting, freezing and boiling 
points. 
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A Year to Remember in Year 5 

What a wonderful year it has been for Year 5! 

From the very beginning of the year, when the children set off on their exciting PGL 

residential, they demonstrated enthusiasm, resilience and a willingness to challenge 

themselves. The teamwork, determination and confidence they showed during those first 

few weeks set the tone for the rest of the year and helped create a supportive and 

ambitious Year 5 community. 

Throughout the year, the children have embraced every opportunity to learn, grow and 

succeed. We have been incredibly proud of the progress they have made, not only 

academically but also in their independence, maturity and confidence. They have 

approached new challenges with positivity and have shown a real commitment to 

improving and achieving their best. 

A particular highlight has been the children's engagement with our Purple Learning 

approach. They have demonstrated excellent learning behaviours, showing perseverance 

when tasks were challenging, reflecting thoughtfully on their learning and taking increasing 

ownership of their progress. It has been wonderful to see them developing into reflective, 

resilient learners who are not afraid to take risks and learn from mistakes. 

Their exceptional curiosity has shone through in every subject. Whether asking thoughtful 

questions in class, exploring new ideas, investigating historical mysteries or conducting 

scientific enquiries, Year 5 have shown a genuine love of learning. This was especially 

evident during our Science Trip, where the children represented the school brilliantly, 

engaging with activities enthusiastically and demonstrating their scientific thinking through 

insightful observations and questions. 

We have also enjoyed many memorable experiences throughout the year, including 

themed learning days, exciting curriculum projects and opportunities to work 

collaboratively with classmates. These experiences have helped the children develop not 

only their knowledge but also important life skills such as communication, problem-solving 

and teamwork. 

As we reach the end of the year, we would like to thank all of our wonderful Year 5 children 

for their hard work, enthusiasm and positivity. They should be incredibly proud of 

everything they have achieved and the progress they have made. 

We wish each and every one of them the very best as they move on to Year 6. We know 

they will continue to work hard, embrace new challenges and achieve great things. Good 

luck, Year 5—we are so proud of you and cannot wait to see all that you accomplish in the 

future! 

The Year 5 Team 

 

 

Year 5 enjoyed a fantastic Anglo-Saxon Experience Day on 17th July, bringing our History 

learning to life through a range of exciting hands-on activities. 

Throughout the day, the children stepped into the shoes of historians, archaeologists, 

settlers, monks and members of King Alfred’s council as they explored life in Anglo-Saxon 
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and Viking Britain. The children worked collaboratively to build Anglo-Saxon settlements, 

investigated historical artefacts and burial mysteries, learned about the spread of 

Christianity, and took part in Viking and Saxon strategy games. 

One of the highlights of the day was our whole-year Witan Council, where the children 

debated how much the Anglo-Saxons changed Britain. We were incredibly impressed by 

their historical knowledge, thoughtful arguments and enthusiasm. 

Many children came dressed as Anglo-Saxons, helping to create a wonderful atmosphere 

and truly immerse themselves in the period. Their costumes, creativity and willingness to 

embrace the day made the experience even more memorable. 

The Year 5 team would like to thank families for their support in helping to make the day 

such a success. It was a fantastic opportunity for the children to deepen their 

understanding of history through practical experiences, and they thoroughly enjoyed every 

moment. 

We are very proud of the curiosity, teamwork and enthusiasm shown by all of the children 

throughout this memorable day of learning. 

 

 

 

English 

This year, Year 5 have produced some truly outstanding writing and have grown in 

confidence as authors. One of the highlights of the year was our work based on Matilda by 

Roald Dahl, where the children wrote their own chapter inspired by Bruce Bogtrotter and 

the Chocolate Cake. The quality of writing was incredibly impressive, with children using a 

wide range of sentence types, ambitious vocabulary and effective dialogue to bring their 

ideas to life. Their ability to develop character, build suspense and engage the reader 

really showcased the progress they have made throughout the year. 

More recently, the children have been inspired by the beautiful short film The Ridge by 

Danny MacAskill. Using the film as a stimulus for writing, they crafted vivid descriptions, 

carefully selected language for effect and considered how authors create atmosphere and 

emotion for their readers. It has been wonderful to see the children drawing upon the many 

skills they have developed this year to produce writing that is imaginative, fluent and 

engaging. 

What has impressed us most is the way the children have increasingly challenged 

themselves to write like authors. They have experimented with sophisticated sentence 

structures, carefully crafted dialogue and thoughtful language choices, always striving to 

have an impact on their audience. Their willingness to take risks, edit their work and 

continually improve has been a pleasure to see. 

We are incredibly proud of the progress every child has made as a writer this year and 

look forward to seeing how their talents continue to develop in Year 6. We have no doubt 

that they will continue to grow in confidence, creativity and skill, and we cannot wait to 

hear the fantastic writing they produce in the years ahead.  
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PE 

This year has been full of fantastic achievements in PE, and we have been particularly 

proud of the group of children who took part in swimming lessons. Throughout the 

programme, they demonstrated tremendous resilience, determination and perseverance, 

continually pushing themselves to improve their confidence and skills in the water. Even 

when faced with challenges, they approached each session with a positive attitude and a 

willingness to keep trying. It was wonderful to see the progress they made and the pride 

they felt in their achievements. 

Another highlight of the year was our annual Sports Day. The children represented Year 5 

brilliantly, taking part with enthusiasm, energy and a real sense of teamwork. While there 

was plenty of healthy competition, what stood out most was the exceptional sportsmanship 

shown throughout the day. The children encouraged one another, celebrated each other's 

successes and demonstrated respect and kindness, regardless of the result. 

We were incredibly proud to see Year 5 embody the values we encourage in PE: 

determination, resilience, teamwork and respect. Their positive attitudes and willingness to 

support one another have made this year a pleasure, and we have no doubt that they will 

continue to thrive in Year 6 and beyond. 

 

 

 

Design & Technology: Stuffed Toy Project 

 

Our Year 5 pupils have been busy developing their sewing and design skills in Design & 

Technology by creating their very own stuffed toys. Throughout the project, the children 

carefully planned, designed and made unique soft toys, demonstrating creativity, 

perseverance and excellent craftsmanship. 

As part of the making process, pupils learned and practised a range of sewing techniques, 

including the running stitch, cross stitch and blanket stitch. They worked diligently to 

improve the accuracy of their stitching and gained confidence in using needles and thread 

safely and effectively. 

To personalise their creations, the children added a variety of colourful appliqué 

decorations, enhancing both the appearance and character of their toys. From animals and 

fantasy creatures to imaginative original designs, every toy reflected the individuality and 

creativity of its maker. 

We are incredibly proud of the resilience, focus and enthusiasm shown throughout the 

project. The finished toys showcase not only the children's growing practical skills but also 

their ability to evaluate, adapt and improve their work. Well done, Year 5, on producing 

such fantastic and imaginative creations! 
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As we reach the end of our Year Six journey, we would like to take a moment to 

say just how incredibly proud we are of all our children. Over the past few 

weeks, they have impressed us time and time again with their maturity, 

resilience and positive attitude. It has been a wonderfully busy period, filled with 

exciting events, memorable experiences and opportunities to celebrate all that 

they have achieved during their time at primary school. 

From representing the school at Sports Day with determination, teamwork and enthusiasm, to 

performing, taking part in special activities and supporting one another, our Year 6 pupils have shown 

kindness, confidence and responsibility in abundance – they have been true Purple Learners. 

As they prepare for the next stage of their education, they leave us with many happy memories and a 

great sense of pride. We know they have bright futures ahead of them and we wish them every success 

and happiness in the years to come.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Design and Technology - Come Dine with me! 
 

Our Year 6 children have impressed us all with their creativity, teamwork and cooking skills during their 

Come Dine With Me Design Technology project. Each child selected a hero ingredient—salmon, 

pineapple or pepper—and researched recipes to inspire their own unique dish. They then worked 

collaboratively to plan, prepare and cook a range of delicious creations, demonstrating excellent food 

preparation techniques and a growing understanding of nutrition and flavour combinations. We were 

delighted by their enthusiasm, independence and willingness to support one another, and the tasty 

results were a testament to their hard work and innovation.  
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Newbury Skate School  
 

A huge thank you to Newbury Skate School for providing our Year 6 children with 

the opportunity to learn an exciting new skill. Throughout the sessions, the children 

demonstrated an excellent growth mindset, embracing challenges with enthusiasm 

and perseverance. They listened carefully to instructions, showed respect for the 

coaches, and continually pushed themselves beyond their comfort zones as they 

developed their skateboarding skills. It was wonderful to see their confidence grow 

during the sessions. Well done, Year 6, for rising to the challenge and making the 

most of this fantastic experience! 
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Scientific discoveries - Light and 

Periscopes 

This term, Year 6 have thoroughly enjoyed their Science learning 

about light. They explored how light travels in straight lines, how 

shadows are formed, and how light can be reflected and 

manipulated for a variety of practical uses. To bring their learning 

to life, the children designed and created their own periscopes, 

applying their understanding of reflection to make them work effectively. It was wonderful to see the 

children demonstrating curiosity, creativity and problem-solving skills as they tested and refined their 

designs. We were incredibly impressed with their scientific thinking and enthusiasm throughout the 

topic, and their finished periscopes were a fantastic culmination of their learning.  

 

Year 6 Transition Workshop with Newbury COINS 

Year 6 recently took part in a valuable and reflective transition session led by the Newbury COINS team, 

helping them prepare for the next stage of their learning journey. Through a range of collaborative 

activities, including building structures and participating in drama-based challenges, the children 

explored the importance of teamwork, communication and resilience.. It was wonderful to see the 

children demonstrating maturity and confidence as they reflected on the changes ahead and 

recognised the strengths they will take with them to secondary school. We are grateful to the Newbury 

COINS team for providing such an engaging and meaningful experience. 
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Fantastic Thorpe Park! 
 

This term also saw Year 6 children enjoy a fantastic end-of-year trip to Thorpe Park in recognition of the 

positive learning behaviours they have demonstrated throughout the year. It was a day filled with 

excitement, laughter and memorable experiences, with everyone making the most of the opportunity. 

The teaching team were incredibly proud of the children, who represented the school brilliantly by 

showing kindness, respect and responsibility throughout the day. We were especially impressed by the 

way they supported and encouraged one another, ensuring that everyone felt included and confident. It 

was a truly wonderful day and a fitting celebration of all their hard work and achievements this year. 

 

 

Marvellous Matilda  

We could not be prouder of our Year 6 children for their outstanding production of Matilda. Every child 

thrived throughout the process, embracing new singing, acting and performance skills with enthusiasm, 

confidence and determination or worked tirelessly to create all the props that helped bring the show to 

life. From rehearsals to the final performance, they demonstrated remarkable teamwork, resilience and 

commitment, pulling together to create a truly fantastic staged show at St Bartholomew’s. The children 

brought the characters and songs to life with energy and joy, entertaining audiences and showcasing 

their many talents. It was a wonderful celebration of their hard work and a memorable experience for all 

involved. Year 6, you were simply amazing! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


