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IN-Store Specials

$1 Per Ib. on your purchases of ﬁ

the following Old Tyme Deli
Products:

Brown Sugar Ham, Honey-
Hickory Turkey, Corneq Beef,
Chicken Breast, American
Cheese, Swiss Cheese

Save

ave 1 Per Ib. on your purchase
S of Broccoli-Bacon Toss : :_“

Save *1 Perlb. onyour

Rotini Tri-Colored 85 L g
Pasta Salad i

purchase of

ARET

i i kets
red Food ° Gatering © Gift Bas|
s ssBBBE

248-474-0444

33615 7 Mile, Livonia
3 Blocks West of Farmington Rd.

isit us at: www.livoniabakery.com
== Store Hours: Mon-Fri 9-7; Sat 9-6; Sun 10-4

Now on Sale for
the Holidays

Pannettone and Pandoro cakes

from ltaly!
avariety of brands and sizes

Holiday Cookies _
Best variety in fown! \

Freshly Baked Pies and Cakes
8" apple, pumpkin and cherry

Specialty Chocolates, Nuts and

Candy
Gift box and tray selections!

Free
cup of Joe!
Get one 12 oz cup of coffee
w/ your purchase of a 120z

bag of Great Lakes Coffee
beans/grounds

Reg. $15.99

Cheese & 1 Topping.
U-Bake or Baked

Limit One. With Coupon Only.

Expires 2/28/2027. LT Expires 2/28/2027. LT

Large Pizza 12"x18" Deep Dish.

Limit One. With Coupon Only.

No Limit. With Coupon Only.
Expires 2/28/2027. LT

Limit One. With Coupon Only.
Expires 2/28/2027. LT

. Any Purchase :  Any Coffee, ber 2

¥ If you are a i Specialty Latte, or i H°||d_av
;i CustomerSlb 5 HMalian Soda ! Cookies
1 . i i from our bulk
11 Excludes Beer, Wine & Milk. ! from our cafe menu. ] display

Limit 2lbs. With Coupon Only.
Expires 2/28/2027. LT

A4

PANDORA

AVAILABLE AT
GOLDEN GIFTS JEWELERS
33300 W. Six Mile Rd. Livonia, Ml
48152 » 734-525-4555




PROTECT YOUR G3
BUSINESS ASSETS

GET THE LOCAL, EXPERT GUIDANCE YOUR
BUSINESS DESERVES.

JINVHNSNI

Christina Nietubicz

Commercial Sales Agent 313-255-9350
Director of Commercial Lines cnietubicz@gbkinsurance.com

Safeguard your company from liabilities, property
damage, and unexpected disruptions. Work directly
with Christina Nietubicz, Commercial Sales & Director
of Commercial Lines at GBK Insurance, to build a
bulletproof protection plan for your business.

Comprehensive Policy Reviews
General Liability & Commercial Property

Workers' Comp & Commercial Auto

CHRISTIAN /
FINANCIAL /A]

CREDIT UNION

New Season, New Rates.

Find comfort in guaranteed growth.

12118124 Month CDs

450"

~
FE.IHEW
F@ Learn more about our CD options at
LEI ~=2 ) christianfinancialcu.com/cd2026

*APY = Annual Percentage Yield. APY accurate as of 10/2/26. Minimum balance to open and earn APY is $500. : . . g .
Penalties may apply for early withdrawals from certificate accounts. Fees may reduce earnings. Rates are Come visit Our le9n|a .Iocatlons at
subject to change without notice. Contact CFCU for full details. Insured by NCUA. 33036 W 7 Mile, Livonia, MI 48152

christianfinancialcu.com | 586.772.6330 36111 5 Mile Rd, Livonia, M1 48154




Library Welcomes New Assistant Director

From Your Clerk
2026 Year In Review

Spotlight:
Lindsay Freda has built a life rooted in family,
perseverance and gratitude

Fire
New Ladder 3 strengthens Livonia's
emergency response capabilities

Spotlight: TJ's Dog Toys
Elementary student turns frustration
into thriving business

Merry & Bright Information

Livonia Public Schools
Garfield School teams up with community
to open free stores

Sports
Stevenson three-sport athlete rises to
leadership, credits older students for success

Parks and Recreation
December event schedule

Livonia Guide to Health and Wellness

Clarenceville School District

LIVONIA TODAY

Chamber
Chamber celebrates Dan West's
20 years of leadership

Around Livonia

T DA Community Publishing & Marketing
Mmoacazines 26955 Northline Road | Taylor, MI 48180
AN (734) 247-8000

Publisher Paul Martin

President Mark Fisher
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or email gina@communitypublishing.com



From the

Grateful For All We've Accomplished

S we close out another year in Livonia, | find
A myself reflecting on just how much we have

accomplished together. We have much to be
thankful for this year — and so much to celebrate.

We welcomed residents back to a newly renovated
Jack E. Kirksey Recreation Center, giving families and
neighbors new spaces to gather, play and stay active.

We broke ground on the $5 million reimagining of
Shelden Park, bringing an exciting new destination to
our community. We celebrated the ribbon-cutting for the
new Rotary Park Pavilion, a beautiful space built through
perseverance, partnership and the generosity of our
community.

We unveiled the “Flowers at Play” mural at Ben Celani
Play Area at Bicentennial Park through our partnership
with the Detroit Institute of Arts, bringing color and
creativity to one of our neighborhood parks.

Livonia residents also made their voices heard in
August by overwhelmingly supporting the renewal of our
Public Safety and Senior Services and Cultural Arts
millages. With 72.5 percent voting in favor of Public
Safety and 71.5 percent supporting Senior Services and
Cultural Arts, residents demonstrated their commitment
to the services and amenities that help make Livonia
such a special place to call home.

We also welcomed Ladder 3, our newest fire
apparatus, to Station 3 — a significant investment in the
safety of our residents and the tools our firefighters rely
on every day.

And then came the icing on the cake: 48154 was
named the sixth-hottest ZIP code in the country. It is a
wonderful recognition of what we already know — Livonia
is a great place to live, work, raise a family and call
home.

As we look ahead to 2027, | am grateful for all we
have accomplished together and excited for what is still
to come.

Maureen Miller Brosnan
Mayor

t X/oerﬂse, Ex/aerémw & Resulls

MAKE THE
RIGHT MOVE

With

Sun Wave
S90S Realt y

'For Sale |

Amy Wagner

Broker

734.748.8131
B sonsmevmenes  [H

Sun Wave Realty | 39111 W Six Mile Rd, Livonia, MI 48152
248amy@gmail.com | 734.748.8131

WHERE'S
TEAM A TODAY?

Where shOLD-

WHERE LOCAL BRANDS GET THEIR MOMENT

e

Join AyLaina and Ashley
as they visit your favorite
hometown spots — and
discover afew new ones
along the way!



LIBRARY

Livonia Public Library
Welcomes Korinna Kasara as

New Assistant Lihrary Director i
[ v [N | RUN 2 SAVE OUR YOUTH

16 as a page with the — 20 YEARS STRONG —

Kent District Library and knew COMMUNITY ¢ EDUCATION * EMPOWER
then that working in libraries

felt like home.

A degreed librarian since
2003, she has worked in a law
library, Class IV and Class VI
public libraries, and most
recently as a department manager at Henry Ford
College's Eshleman Library.

Here is a little Q&A, to get to know Korinna:

Tell us about yourself, and what led you to libraries?

"I knew early on that | wanted to be a librarian. My first
job in high school was as a page, and then | worked in the
interlibrary loan department all through undergraduate ) o
school before heading to a graduate program. The ‘ \ ks
librarians and staff | worked with as a page were y Save Our YOUth
supportive, kind women who loved helping the public. ’ S
This was hugely formative for how | view library staff.”

Is there an aspect of libraries that you wish more
people knew about?

“That individuals who work in libraries are inherently
judgment-free. We want to help and are just so happy
that you came into the library.”

What are you looking forward to in your current role
with the Livonia Public Library?

"] 'am looking forward to learning more about how the
library staff supports the community’s interests and
needs.”

What keeps you motivated, or inspires you? 2 F R E E D EA LS
"Finding opportunities for laughter and being silly

keeps me moving through a world that can feel heavy.”

Tell us about a book that you read recently that you
really enjoyed.

“'Look’ by Michelle Obama. A stunning book about a
stunning woman and how she intentionally created an
outward appearance for the world to see.”

$6"DELUXE
2 1 929
54

FREE 12”TOARMINA
BREAD & FREE
2 LITER POP

@3 Tax & delivery extra. Not valid

@ with any other offer or special.

Limited time offer.

16” 2 TOPPER | 24”1 TOPPER

$1 999

1
1
1
1
1
: X :
FREE 12”TOARMINA : FREE 12”TOARMINA
1
1
1
1

BREAD & FREE BREAD & FREE
2 LITER POP 2 LITER POP
:&‘. Tax & delivery extra. Not valid

=

with any other offer or spe(lal
Limited time offer.

with any other offer or special.
Limited time offer.

le nla

27630 SEVEN MILE RD, LIVONIA, M1 48152

(248) 777-4500
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Home Improvements ONS CO e

/ ANNIVERSARY SALE
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New Showroom
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INSTALLER | - — —  EAZIINR $2500 OFF { *1500 OFF
forrn :Irlm ltll;aecl:::g;er James Hardie Siding* Pella Windows*

TAKE UPTO

e 18 Months | 1000 OFF

 BONDED Deferred Interest
e INSURED

A+ Rated

Roofing*
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248.987.6300 | mcglinchsons.com

o e - 29565 Grand River Ave. Farmmgton Hills, 48336
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A Cut Above: ). Orlando's Barber Shop

By Pamela Maclntyre

ARBERING has been part of Jim Orlando’s life since  haircuts and hairstyling at prices Orlando has intentionally
he was a teenager. With both his father and uncle in  kept reasonable. The shop primarily works by

the business, he was introduced to barbering at an appointment, but walk-ins are welcome when time allows.
early age. Orlando also wants his customers to feel comfortable
Orlando attended barber college at 17 and began and enjoy their time at the shop. J. Orlando’s is bright,
cutting hair professionally at 18, - : open and clean, with plenty of

working in his father’s barbershop.
After eight years, he branched out
on his own. Over the years, he has
owned and operated several salons,
building a long career in the
industry.

J. Orlando’s Barber Shop was
established in 1995, and today
Orlando is still behind the chair
doing what he has enjoyed since he
was 18.

Through the years, one thing has
remained especially important to
Orlando: his customers.

“The big thing is our customers
are the most important thing that
comes in these doors,” Orlando
said. "We want to make them
happy.”

Orlando has found his own way
of keeping that service personal. He
maintains a card for each customer
with notes about how they prefer
their hair cut, updating it whenever

friendly conversation. There is even
a large-screen television where
customers can catch a game or a
show while they are there. It all
adds to the relaxed, friendly
atmosphere Orlando wants his
customers to enjoy.

Another familiar face at J.
Orlando’s is Pepper, Orlando’s
sweet 6-year-old Australian
Shepherd and Lab mix. She
accompanies him to work each day
and has become the shop mascot
and a familiar part of the
experience for regular customers.

Even after so many years in the
business, Orlando still finds joy in
his work, especially when a
customer is happy with the results.

“It's a joy when somebody really
likes my work,” Orlando said.
“How can it get any better than
that?”

J. Orlando’s Barber Shop is

their preferences change. The system reflects the attention  located at 27600 West Seven Mile Road in Livonia. Hours

he gives to each customer and his commitment to are Wednesday through Friday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and
providing the cut they want each time they visit. Saturday from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Appointments can be
J. Orlando’s is strictly a men's barbershop, offering made by calling (248) 777-4247 (HAIR).

8 LIVONIA TODAY




Michigan
Skylight Pros”

SIGNATURE SKYLIGHT SPECIALIST

NEW INSTALLATIONS | REPAIRS | REPLACEMENTS

PAY LA I E R Signature Skylight Specialist

: oSkylights ¢Sun Tunnels eRoof Windows

buy now, pay later based upon 12 months, no interest,
no payments with approved credit

Scan to
schedule

Schedule a no obligation :
consultc:u:i:;:I :v:::: trusted 2 48 - 9 8 7 - 63 o 5 online s

CERTIFIED INSTALLER
GUILD@UALITY

MichiganSkylightPros.com | 31205 Grand River Ave., Farmington Hills 48336

Offers cannot be combined. Buy now pay later program is based upon 12 months, no interest, no payments, with approved credit. offer expires 2/28/27 B%B



SPONSORED MESSAGE
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Hines Park Lincoln's Commitment to Community
Goes Beyond the Showroom

becomes part of a community's story. Not simply a

place to shop or receive service, but a familiar name
built on relationships, trust, and generations of doing right
by people.

For families throughout Livonia and the surrounding
communities, Hines Park Lincoln has worked to become just
that. A place where customers are treated like neighbors,
relationships matter, and a commitment to the community
extends well beyond the showroom.

THERE is omething special about a business that

A Legacy Built on Trust

Long before today's vehicles,
technology, and modern
showroom, Hines Park's
foundation was built on a simple
philosophy established by
founder George Kolb: Treat
people with honesty, fairness, and
respect.

"If it is the truth, honest and
fair, then it is good for both of us
and therefore the basis upon
which our relationship can long
endure."

Those words were more than a business philosophy. They
became a guiding principle that has carried through
generations of the Kolb family and continue to shape the
way Hines Park Lincoln serves its customers today.

It's a commitment that
goes beyond selling or H’nes Park
servicing vehicles. It's about
earning someone's & LINCOLN
confidence, standing
behind your word, and
building relationships that last for years.

A Connection to the Livonia Community

Livonia has long been a community where family traditions
run deep, neighbors look out for one another, and people
take pride in the place they call
home.

From its established
neighborhoods and strong
schools to its youth sports
programs, local businesses, and
generations of families who have
made Livonia their home, there's
a sense of connection here that
makes the community special.

Hines Park Lincoln shares an
appreciation for those values.

For the dealership, serving
Livonia families means more than
helping someone find or maintain a vehicle. It means
understanding the importance of trust, personal
relationships, and being a dependable resource that
customers can turn to year after year.

10 LIVONIA TODAY




That connection is reflected in the generations of
customers who continue to place their trust in Hines Park
Lincoln. Parents who first visited years ago now return with
their children. Longtime customers become friends, and
familiar faces are welcomed back year after year.

These relationships are at the heart of what makes a
family-owned business special, particularly in a community
where personal recommendations and lasting connections
mean so much.

Showing Up Where It Matters Most

The commitment to community is perhaps most evident in
the dealership's belief that strong communities are built by
supporting the people and organizations that make them
thrive.

Hines Park Lincoln is proud to support Livonia's schools
and many of its athletic programs, recognizing the important
role they play in bringing families together, developing
young people, and building community pride.

Whether it's students working toward their goals in the
classroom or young athletes learning the value of teamwork,
dedication, and perseverance, these experiences help shape
the next generation and strengthen the community as a
whole.

Beyond its support of local schools and athletics, Hines
Park Lincoln also believes in giving back through charitable
organizations such as the local United Way and The Pink
Fund, helping make a difference for individuals and families
facing difficult circumstances.

For Hines Park Lincoln, community involvement isn't
simply about recognition or sponsorships. It's about
contributing where it matters, supporting the people who
make these communities special, and building relationships
that extend beyond the dealership.

It's a commitment that reflects the same philosophy upon
which the Hines Park name was built generations ago: When

you take care of people, lasting relationships naturally follow.

Carrying the Family Legacy Forward

Today, the values established by George Kolb continue to
influence the way Hines Park Lincoln serves its customers
and community.

As George's granddaughter and Director of Operations &
Administration, Alyssa Kolb Hemmelgam is part of the third
generation of the family helping preserve those traditions.
For Alyssa, the family legacy is about more than the
automotive business. It's about the relationships, reputation,
and trust that have been built over generations.

"One thing my grandfather made very clear is that trust is
something you earn every single day," Alyssa said. "It is not
built on one transaction, it is built over time, through
consistency, honesty and doing what is right."

That philosophy continues to guide the entire Hines Park
Lincoln team, from the personal attention customers receive

to the dealership's
commitment to
supporting the
communities it
serves.

While the
automotive industry
has changed
considerably over
the years, the
importance of
treating people
fairly, keeping
promises, and
building lasting relationships remains as relevant today as it
was when George Kolb first established the business.

UTH, HONEST AND FAIR,

rH OF US

More Than a Dealership. A Community Partner.

As Livonia continues to evolve and new generations of
families make the community their home, Hines Park Lincoln
looks forward to continuing the relationships that have
connected it to local residents for years.

The vehicles will change. Technology will advance. And
new generations will bring new opportunities.

But some things should never change.

A handshake that means something. A familiar face who
remembers your name. A business that stands behind its word
and believes in giving back to the people who support it.

For Hines Park Lincoln, that's not simply a way of doing
business.

It's a family legacy, a community commitment, and a
promise worth carrying forward.

A Familiar Face,
A New Home

For many Livonia residents, Vicky Elias
is already a familiar and trusted face.
After spending many years serving
customers right here in Livonia, Vicky
has built lasting relationships
throughout the community through her
genuine approach, personal attention,
and commitment to putting her
customers first.

Now, Hines Park Lincoln is excited to
welcome Vicky as its newest Sales
Consultant, bringing her experience,
familiar smile, and dedication to exceptional client care to a new home.

"For me, it's always been about the people and the relationships we
build," Vicky shared. "l want every customer to feel valued, comfortable,
and confident that their best interests always come first."

For the many Livonia families who have come to know and trust Vicky
over the years, the familiar face and personal attention they've
appreciated haven't changed. Only the location has.

Vicky looks forward to welcoming longtime customers and new friends
alike to Hines Park Lincoln, where her commitment to exceptional
service and lasting relationships continues.

LIVONIA TODAY 11



CLERK'S OFFICE

2026 Year-in-Review

HE Clerk’s Office is proud to
Tshare several important

accomplishments from 2026 -
each reflecting our ongoing

commitment to integrity, service and
community engagement.

Strengthening Election
Administration and
Transparency

This year, the Clerk’s Office
successfully administered two major
elections, ensuring every process —
from preparation to certification —
upheld the highest standards of
integrity, accuracy and transparency.
Our team trained all election
inspectors in full compliance with
Michigan election law, providing
them with the knowledge and tools
needed to support secure and
efficient voting for all residents.

Celebrating Professional
Achievement

This year, our
deputy clerk,
Doris E. DeMarco,
achieved an
important
professional
milestone by
earning state
accreditation through the Michigan
Association of Municipal Clerks as a
Michigan Professional Municipal Clerk
(MiPMC). This designation reflects a
high level of expertise, dedication
and commitment to excellence in
municipal service. We are proud of
this accomplishment and grateful for
the leadership and professionalism
our deputy clerk brings to the
community each day.

Expanding Community Outreach
and Voter Education

Throughout 2026, we significantly
expanded our community outreach
efforts. The Clerk’s Office conducted
numerous voter education
presentations across the community,
helping residents better understand
voting procedures, election law
changes and available resources.
These sessions fostered strong civic
engagement and supported voters in
feeling confident and informed at the
polls.

Building Strong Partnerships
and Securing Grant Funding

This year also brought a new and
valuable collaboration with the
University of Michigan, in addition to
the established partnership with
Madonna University. These
partnerships allow the Clerk’s Office
fully funded college interns, gaining
additional support while offering a
meaningful learning opportunity for
students interested in public service.

In addition, the Clerk’s Office
secured grant funding from the State
of Michigan to help offset costs
associated with operating the
community’s early voting site. This
funding supports safe, accessible and
convenient early voting options for all
residents.

Welcoming New Team Members
Our department welcomed two
new employees in 2026 through
internal transfers, strengthening our
team and broadening the skills and
talents within the office. Additionally,
recruitment is underway for a new
elections coordinator, as a long-term
team member prepares for
retirement. We are committed to
ensuring a smooth transition and
maintaining the reliable election
support our community expects.

Advancing
Service Delivery
and Community
Support

The Clerk’s Office continued to
provide reliable and efficient service
to the community throughout 2026.
Staff successfully processed hundreds
of vital records requests with accuracy
and timeliness, ensuring residents
received essential documents without
delay.

Our team also issued more than
1,800 pet licenses this year, reflecting
strong community compliance and
engagement. The Clerk’s Office
completed all required city business
licenses for local establishments,
supporting economic activity and
maintaining compliance with
municipal code. Additionally, dog
park pass sales were higher than last
year, demonstrating increased use
and appreciation of this valued
community amenity.

CONTACT US

Hours: Monday-Friday
8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Phone: (734) 466-2230
Email: cityclerk@livonia.gov
Web Page: Livonia.gov/194
Web Page: Votelivonia.org

VOTE
Livenia




Gotafew
minutes?

Open an account in minutes.
Anytime. Anywhere. 24/7.

QUARTZ FOR GRANITE PRICE ___ 1DAY BATH REMODEL
*1000 .

(°500 OFF -

A Bathrooms

s 1 .. -
*Limited time. In-stock colors only. BEFORE AFTER

e LIFETIME WARRANTY e« EASY TO CLEAN e SENIOR DISCOUNTS

DON'T COVER
1165 Ford Ave. | 36099 Plymouth Rd. | 2100 West Rd.
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K&B Energy Solutlons

| Keeps You. Powered Comfortable and_ Worry-Free ByTerryJaco;y“

and it's how they are building a legacy that

positively influences the industry and communities
they serve by setting the gold standard for premium
heating and cooling services.

The family-owned business — mother, father, sister and
brother are all part of the K&B team — turned on the light
10 years ago in Livonia and found a home from that very
first day. They have grown to 15 employees in just their
first decade.

"We appreciate every investment a customer makes
into their homes and businesses,” said owner Mathew
Arcand. “By choosing K&B Energy, their own project's
investment is also an investment of trust into K&B Energy.
We value these investments, and we strive to earn them
by delivering solutions that reflect high standards of
craftsmanship and integrity.”

A business doesn't stay in business for 10 years, let
alone continue to grow, without satisfied customers. And
K&B has earned the trust of many customers over the
years.

"Accept no substitutes,” said customer Bruce Mirto.
“They are simply the best and most experienced Generac
installers in my area. They installed my unit four years
ago, and annual service and a recent warranty repair have
been handled with competence and professionalism.
Kudos to the entire crew at K&B. Peace of mind in an
uncertain world is hard to find!”

Linella Stewart, another happy
customer, agrees.

“My most recent experience with
K&B Energy Solutions was during
one of our hot days when the
power went out and so did my
house generator,” Stewart said.
“The company's repair men were
able to resolve my problem with the
generator, and | was soon feeling
cool in my home again. | would

K&B Energy Solutions believes that trust is earned,

GENERAC
e

14 LIVONIA TODAY

" | AUTHORIZED
GENERAC | aumiior

recommend this company for
their work ethics and efficiency
in getting the job done.”

K&B understands that the cost
of an investment is not always
an easy transaction to make. [»f

“The cost of doing a great job
is ultimately in the best interest
of our customers, and that's why we approach every
project with care, transparency and a commitment to
long-term value,” Arcand said.

When customers choose K&B Energy, they're not just
paying for a service — they're essentially partnering with a
team that treats their investment as if it were our own.

"We focus on brands which deliver quality products
made with simplicity in mind that are American
engineered, manufactured and assembled,” Arcand said.
"With our years of experience, we're not just another
service provider — we're your trusted partner in
maintaining a safe, comfortable space. Whether it's
heating, cooling or electrical, we offer professional
services tailored to meet the unique needs of home and
business owners just like you.”

To ensure a customer’s property remains completely
protected, K&B Energy Solutions service standards strictly
align with residential infrastructure guidelines established

by the U.S. Department of Energy. They pride
themselves on delivering not just
exceptional service but peace of
mind, knowing “you can count on
us to keep you powered,
comfortable and worry-free — year
after year.”

Contact K&B Energy Solutions to
schedule a professional service or
request a free estimate. Call (734)

666-0101 or visit kandbenergy.

com. They also offer 24/7

emergency services.

& B ENERGY
SOLUTIONS



K&B ENERGY

It's our 10th year in business so
we are celebrating by giving

FREE 10-YEAR
WARRANTIES

TO NEW CUSTOMERS

who purchase a standby
generator, furnace or air
conditioner with installation

PLUS the first 10 new

customers each month also get a
BONUS GIFT

New customers are also entered to

WIN ONE OF 10 PRIZES
at the end of the year.

GENERAC
el

At K&B Energy Solutions, we understand that your home is your sanctuary, and nothing should
get in the way of your comfort. That’s why we're committed to delivering power & comfort
through trusted solutions—solutions that ensure your home stays warm in the winter, cool in the
summer, and always connected with reliable energy.

Power & Comfort is just a call away

KOHLER | Home Energy || B“i‘-‘es D GENERAC  authHoRizeD

Generators Heating Cooling Car Chargers Electrical




SPOTLIGHT

Finding Hen Way Home

Lindsay Freda has built a life rooted in
family, perseverance and gratitude

By Ryan M. Place

lives. It's where she discovered who she was, met her
future husband and built the family life she treasures
today.

Born in Detroit, Freda spent her early childhood there with
her two brothers. Her parents divorced when she was 5, and
her grandparents became an important source of love and
stability in her life.

Her grandparents had an unusual love story of their own.
After divorcing, they eventually remarried 37 years later, a
remarkable reunion that became part of the family's history.

Freda moved to Livonia at age 12, attending Riley Middle
School before graduating from Stevenson High School in
2000. She later attended Schoolcraft College. It was also at
age 12 that she first met her future husband through the
Livonia Junior Athletic League (LJAL) Eagles.

"He played football, and | was a cheerleader,” she recalled.

Although their lives took different directions after high
school, they reconnected five years later at a friend's party.
The couple married at St. Mary's in 2008. Her husband's
service in the U.S. Marine Corps took them to Quantico,
Virginia, and Camp Lejeune, North Carolina, giving Freda an
opportunity to experience life outside Michigan.

Today, they are raising two children, a 16-year-old son and
an 11-year-old daughter, both hockey players.

Family has also shaped Freda's independence and
determination.

Growing up, she watched her mother navigate life as a
renter, an experience that inspired Freda's early interest in
homeownership.

"My mom was always a renter,” she said. "l wanted to help
her break that cycle and get into a
house.”

Freda purchased her first home at 19
and her first investment property at 20,
developing an appreciation for the
security and possibilities that owning a
home can provide.

While still a senior at Stevenson, she
began working as an executive assistant
to a mortgage broker. What started as
an early opportunity eventually grew
into a career in real estate and finance.

In 2020, after decades of origination,
she established Hart Mortgage in
Livonia, fulfilling a longtime dream of
building a family business. Today, she

FOR Lindsay Freda, Livonia is more than the place she

e
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owns the building where she works alongside
relatives, including her mother, who helps at the
reception desk three days a week, and her two
sisters-in-law, one a real estate broker and the other a
loan processor.

One especially meaningful family project involved
helping her father purchase a Livonia home near
Plymouth and Merriman roads. The property included
an adjacent parcel where Freda later helped build a
house during the COVID-19 pandemic, overcoming
construction challenges and rising material costs.

Beyond work, Freda values the quieter moments of
everyday life. She practices yoga and meditation,
makes a conscious effort to cultivate gratitude daily
and enjoys boating with friends on Belleville Lake.

She also appreciates the changing beauty of
Michigan's four seasons and vacationing along
Florida's Gulf Coast and among the red rock
landscapes of Sedona, Arizona.

Despite having lived in different parts of the
country, Freda's connection to Livonia has only
deepened over the years.

For someone whose life has included unexpected
reunions, new beginnings and the importance of
family, home has always represented something more
than an address.

"] view Livonia as my real hometown,” she said.
“Family-friendly neighborhoods, great parks and
people. | became who | am here.”



GET A FREE
QUOTE TODAY!

30885 Eight Mile Road
Livonia, Ml 48152
(248) 442-8500 | ehlersheatcool.com

*Financing Options Available




New Ladder 3 Strengthens

Livonia’s Emergency Response Gapabilities

By Fire Chief Robert Jennison

IVONIA Fire and Rescue officially placed its newest

fire apparatus, Ladder 3, into service during a

traditional fire service push-in ceremony August 25
at Fire Station 3 on Seven Mile Road. The tradition dates
back to the era of horse-drawn fire apparatus, when
firefighters would unhitch the horses and manually push
equipment back into the firehouse following an alarm.
Today, departments across the country continue the
tradition when welcoming new apparatus into service.

Delivered in July, the new Pierce Enforcer features a
107-foot aerial ladder, a 2,000-gallon-per-minute fire
pump and 500 gallons of on-board water. The apparatus
combines the capabilities of a ladder truck and fire
engine, allowing firefighters to perform elevated rescue,
fire suppression, ventilation and other emergency
operations from a single vehicle.

Ladder 3 provides an important addition to the city’s
emergency response capabilities as Livonia continues to
evolve. Firefighters protect nearly 95,000 residents across
36 square miles and respond to emergencies involving
homes, multi-story residential buildings, senior housing,
hospitals, hotels, schools and colleges, commercial
properties, manufacturing and industrial facilities, and
large developments throughout the community.

The risks associated with protecting the community have
also changed. New construction, larger buildings, modern
building materials and increasingly complex occupancies
require fire apparatus capable of addressing emergencies
well beyond
the reach of
traditional
ground
ladders.
Ladder 3's
107-foot
aerial
provides
Livonia
firefighters
with

Photo by Rena Laverty
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additional
capabilities for
rescue, roof access,
ventilation and fire
suppression,
including the ability
to direct large
volumes of water
from above when
conditions require it.

Assigned to Fire
Station 3 near
Bicentennial Park, Ladder 3 also
improves the geographic distribution of
the department’s aerial apparatus. With
the addition of Ladder 3 and
re-positioning of existing equipment,
aerial ladder capability is now available
from three of Livonia’s five fire stations,
providing coverage in the northern, central and southern
portions of the city.

The new apparatus was made possible in significant
part through a $1 million State of Michigan appropriation,
along with city funding. The acquisition represents a
partnership between state and local government to
provide Livonia firefighters with modern equipment
designed around the emergency response needs of the
community.

Before entering service, Ladder 3 underwent final
preparations and equipment installation, and Livonia
firefighters completed training to become familiar with the
apparatus and its operational capabilities.

The arrival of Ladder 3 is especially fitting during Livonia
Fire and Rescue’s 85th anniversary year. Founded in 1941,
the department has seen tremendous changes in the
community, emergency response and firefighting
technology. Ladder 3 represents the latest chapter in that
history and an investment in providing Livonia firefighters
with the equipment needed to safely and effectively serve
the community for years to come.

Photo by Rena Laverty
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MEET THE TOY MAKER AND Hfs INSPIkATION

My nameis1d,3 ndl
. ctartedma king dog toy:
when | was 9 years old.

My dog, Nugget, was my
inspiration for creating
the first dog toys.
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A0 REiTems, Everything 1 selli$999
tested and kid-apppoved-

Local elementary student turns frustration
into successful business sy tery sacoby

your own small business these days is a difficult endeavor that
comes with many challenges, which is why 20 percent fail in the first
year and half dont make it to five years. In other words, it's a dog-eat-
dog world when it comes to running a small business.

TJ Stapleton-Moleski has already made it past the one-year mark despite
facing some big challenges many small business owners don’t have to deal
with. For one, TJ has to go to elementary school — and, no, he’s not a
teacher. He also has to go to football practice after school. No, he's not a
coach.

TJ is an 11-year-old student in the sixth grade at Cooper Upper Elementary
School. He started his business, TJ's Dog Toys, because he was frustrated
watching his dogs Nugget and August tear through their dog toys and he
just couldn't let sleeping dogs lie.

“Our dogs would get bored with their toys or chew them up so | decided
that maybe | could make them toys they would have fun with and would be
safe for them,” TJ said. “So, | tried. | made one and they actually really liked
it. So | wanted to keep trying to make them better and better. And that’s
how it began.”

TJ started his business two years
ago and it's been a big hit — for both
dogs and dog owners. TJ has made a
wide variety of different kinds of dog
toys since he started this project.
Some of the more popular selling toys
include rope toys and fleece ball toys.

“But our most popular toy is our
fleece and sweet potato toy,” TJ said.
“We start by braiding. Then we can
knot one side so that way the braid
doesn't fall apart. We slide the sweet
potatoes on the other side.”

And making the sweet potatoes is a
very long process.
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“Yes, we have to dehydrate the
sweet potatoes for around three
days,” TJ said. “And then we slide
them onto the braid, we tie it up and
we cut off some of the extra fleece.
And that is how a fleece sweet
potato toy is born.”

TJ sells his toys at local craft fairs
like the Wilson Barn. He also donates
dog toys to local shelters and
rescues like the Detroit Dog Rescue.
Each toy costs around $10.

When TJ isn‘t running his business,
he’s busy playing sports. And he's
tried a lot of them - from karate to
gymnastics to snowboarding to
basketball. He is currently a member
of the Livonia Eagles JV football
team.

“| play right guard on the offensive
line and also play defense,” TJ said.
"This is my second year playing
football and | really like it.”

TJ's dads, Joe and Tony, are
obviously very proud of their young
entrepreneur.

“He's a great young man who
takes great pride in what he does,
and he enjoys being active in the
community,” Joe said. “This started
out as a Christmas business but it's
gone beyond that now. He attends
different craft shows, has garage
sales and passes out fliers. It's also
been a lot of word of mouth. He's
taking the money he makes and
reinvesting it into the business.”

“| am saving up for a 3D printer so
that way | can make other things,”
TJ said.

If you're interested in purchasing a
dog toy(s), contact Joe at moleskijp@
gmail.com.
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Sunday, December 6 * 4 p.m.
Frost Middle School to Livonia City Hall

Line the parade route to cheer on 50+ local community groups, see floats,
collect candy and wave to some special guests from the North Pole. The parade ends
at City Hall, where Santa will help light the civic campus
before visiting with families at the Bennett Civic Center Library.

Enjoy snacks, crafts and visits with
both Santa and Mrs. Claus at the library from 5-7 p.m. L

Contact Megan at mduby@livonia.gov
to participate in the parade.

We look forward to seeing you there!
Ny
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School, community join to open
free stores

By Stacy Jenkins, Administrator of District Communications,
Livonia Public Schools

await their fill and the staff is ready to assist their
customers.

Across the hall, racks and shelves are filled with clothing for all
ages, the shoes are neatly lined in rows, and even the children’s
snowpants are hanging and ready to hit the sledding hills this
winter.

But, these two “stores” are unlike any others.

Garfield Garments and Garfield Groceries are housed in a wing
at Garfield Community School, where Livonia Public Schools
operates the Garfield Skills Center for students ages 18-26 who
have disabilities.

All food and clothing are free, and students are learning
valuable skills as they operate these bustling spaces that are
open to the public five days per month.

Garfield Skills Center teacher Brian Karapuz said the practical
skills that students are learning in setting up and operating the
grocery and garments stores within the school setting is
particularly important.

"They can learn at their own pace and make mistakes in a
familiar, safe environment, which just makes it easier,” he said.

Teacher Tina Tawes said her students are truly understanding
the meaning of these spaces.

“It's absolutely beautiful to hear a student who says, ‘I'm going
to bring in some food.” There is so much confidence and pride,”
she said.

Garfield Groceries is the third Livonia food pantry supported by
the local nonprofit Breaking Barriers for Kids & Families, which
- = serves as a clearinghouse for
financial donations and grants
that are utilized to stock food
pantries at Garfield and also
at Franklin High School and
Clarenceville Public Schools.
They work with corporate
donors to secure funding,
then partner with Meijer
stores for bulk food
purchases.

Ann Owen, vice president
of Breaking Barriers for Kids &
Families and former Livonia
Public Schools administrator,
said her passion for this
project and others in the
community comes from a
personal place.

While serving as a school

THE shelves are stocked with food, the brown grocery bags
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HOURS OF OPERATION

Tuesday and Thursday:
9-10 a.m. and 12:45-1:45 p.m.
Wednesday: 5:30-7 p.m.

November 5, 11, 17, 19 and
December 1, 3, 9, 15, 17

Garfield Community School
10218 Arthur Street, Livonia

LIVONIA
PUBLIC SCHOOLS
principal for many
years, she saw
firsthand the
effects of
childhood hunger.

"Kids who come
to school hungry cannot learn aptly,” she said. “No
one should have that barrier to ultimately succeed in
life.”

Garfield Groceries and Garfield Garments are
housed in a wing that was recently renovated to
accommodate the space needed, as well as serving
the public. A separate entrance is located at Door #5
on the north side of the school, allowing the
community to visit without compromising safety and
security at the school.

Students gain valuable skills such as organizing,
sorting, laundering, folding and hanging clothing;
customer service, responsibility and communication.

"This place says so much about what we value and
what is important for our district,” said Superintendent
Andrea Oquist, during the official ribbon cutting on
October 6. “It says that we see our students not just as
learners but as young people with lives and families
and circumstances that matter.”

Director of Student Services Maegan Sprow said the
spaces not only serve a need in the community, they
offer valuable skills for students’ futures.

“What makes Garfield Groceries and Garfield
Garments so special is that it brings together two
things that are central to our work in Livonia Public
Schools - supporting the needs of our students and
families today while preparing our students for
independence tomorrow,” Sprow said. “These spaces
do both. It's amazing.”
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SPONSORED MESSAGE

Northville Lumber Company:

Then. Now. Next.

OR nearly two centuries, Northville Lumber has
Fwatched Southeast Michigan grow from a small

settlement into thriving communities. Through
changing technologies, generations of homeowners
and an ever-evolving building industry, some things
have remained constant: knowledgeable service,
quality products and treating customers like
neighbors.

For owner Stewart Oldford Jr., the company's story

can be summed up in three words: Then. Now. Next.

Then

Northville Lumber's story began in 1827 as
Northville Mills along the Middle Branch of the River
Rouge, near what is now Mill Race Village. The
Yerkes family took over the business in 1890, helping
shape the company through generations of growth
and change.

Oldford believes Northville Lumber was fortunate
to establish itself in one of Southeast Michigan's
strongest markets.

"We were lucky enough to be in one of the
greatest areas," he said. "People want to live here."
Serving customers throughout Northville and the
surrounding communities, the company has grown

alongside neighborhoods where homeowners

continue to build, remodel and invest in their homes.

As the region has expanded, Northville Lumber has
continued to evolve with it.

Now

Today, Northville Lumber is a specialty lumberyard
serving professional builders, remodelers,
homeowners and do-it-yourselfers with quality
lumber, specialty building products and expert
guidance.

As customer preferences have evolved, so has
Northville Lumber's product selection.

"The biggest thing people ask for today is
durable, low-maintenance products,” Oldford said.

By Pamela Macintyre

For more than 30 years, the
company has specialized in
innovative composite and wood-
alternative products that offer
long-lasting performance while
reducing maintenance for homeowners.

While products continue to change, relationships remain one of
Northville Lumber's greatest strengths. The company is known for
experienced employees and remarkably low turnover, allowing
customers to work with familiar faces year after year. Many
customers have been doing business with Northville Lumber for
decades, and over time, many have become friends.

That commitment to customer service is reflected in the
company's guiding principle, P.L.E.A.S.E. — Provide a
Legendary Experience Always Surpassing Expectations.

ORTHVILLE
UMBER CO.

SINCE 1827

Next

Northville Lumber's next chapter began in 2025, with the move
from its longtime two-acre Baseline Road location to a new
25-acre headquarters at the corner of Five Mile and Napier roads.

The expanded property provides a larger lumber yard,
increased warehouse capacity, a spacious customer service desk
and easier access for trucks and trailers. It also allows Northville
Lumber to stock a wider selection of products while providing
faster, more efficient service.

"The new location lets us better serve our customers," Oldford
said.

Northville Lumber also continues investing in education through
contractor showcases, vendor events and live product
demonstrations, giving builders and homeowners opportunities to
learn about new materials, innovative products and efficient
installation techniques.

As Northville Lumber approaches its 200th anniversary, the
company remains focused on serving the communities that have
supported it for generations. With experienced employees,
trusted products, lasting customer relationships and a new facility
built for the future, Northville Lumber continues to grow
alongside the people and communities it proudly serves.

Northville Lumber is located at 51300 Five Mile Road. For more
information call (248) 349-0220 or visit northvillelumber.com.
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ORTHVILLE
UMBER CO.

SINCE 1827

MICHIGAN'S LARGEST TREX SELECTION AT UNBEATABLE PRIGES

ALL TRE G, RAILING AND LIGHTING IN STOCK AND ON DISPLAY!
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51300 Five Mile Road, Northville, MI 48168 | 248.349.0220 | sales@northvillelumber.com
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WINDOWS & DOORS

: : Northville Lumber's
MARVIN Novi Home

DESIGN CENTER

Your Home. Trust Us.

WINDOWS AND DOORS NEED HELP? GALL TODAY!

Replacing Windows and Doors for More Than 25 Years
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Our showroom showcases industry-leading brands including Andersen and Marvin windows,
Therma-Tru entry doors, and a wide selection of premium home improvement products.
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22264 Novi Road, Novi, MI 48375 | 248.308.3745 | sales@novihomedesigncenter.com ﬁ ;
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PARKS & RECREATION

SCHEDULE

Visit LivoniaParks.org for details or to register!
*Registration required.

Santa’s Mailbox 12 Birds of Christmas*

During Business Hours
The Rec

9-10:30 a.m.
Greenmead

Deck The Rec* Lunch With Santa*

During Business Hours
The Rec

10:30 a.m. to noon
LSWC

Annual Holiday The Grinch Who Stole

Craft Show Christmas*
9a.m. to 2 p.m. 1-2:30 p.m.
LSWC LSWC

Christmas Tea* North Pole Workshop*

SUN/MDN Two dates available.

3-5 p.m. AN Y®¥) 1.3 p.m. Dec. 14, 3-5 p.m. Dec. 22
Greenmead The Rec

Merry & Bright
Holiday Parade and MON/TUE

Tree Lighting DEC. 14-15 AT}

4-6 p.m.
City Hall/Library Your Phone

Santa’s Workshop Calling*

Stories, Snacks Christmas Concert and

and Crafts: Confections with
Reindeer Games* HarmonyTown Chorus
10-11:30 a.m. 7 p.m.

Greenmead Greenmead




GET READY FOR THE HOLIDAYS
WITH GREEN'’S FAMILY CLEANING!

CALL US TODAY to see why we are your
favorite cleaning company at (734) 341-6175 or
BOOK ONLINE anytime at greensfamilycleaningservices.com

i

i

10% OFF

*minimum charges apply

Residential and Commercial Carpet ® Upholstery
Tile and Grout ® Air Duct and Dryer Vent

LIVONIA TODAY'S
Guide To
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Aging In Place: Your Questions Answered

come with a lot of questions for individuals and their families.

THE concept of aging in place, or older adults living independently, safely and comfortably in their own homes, can

Jordan River Living makes the process seamless by providing in-home support and financial protection so older
adults in the Metro Detroit community can maintain their quality of life through every stage of aging.

llII

m already independent. Why would |
join now?”

Support can be useful before you even need care.
With Jordan River Living, your dedicated Lifestyle
Navigator gets to know your priorities and helps you
find trusted resources, explore options and move plans
forward — whether it’s help around the house or staying
active and connected with your community.

“Is this a home care service?”

Jordan River Living is a membership program that
combines personal lifestyle navigation, assistance
coordinating future care and benefits that help pay for
covered long-term care services. It brings those pieces
into one plan.

“"What if my needs change?”

Your Lifestyle Navigator helps you understand your
options and coordinates support as your needs evolve.
You have an established relationship to turn to rather
than starting your search during a crisis.

“My children will help me. Why should |
add this?”

Your children can, and are encouraged, to be
involved but finding providers, organizing services and
coordinating changing needs can become a substantial
responsibility. Jordan River Living helps carry that
coordination so family can focus on being family.

“"What about the cost of future care?”
Jordan River Living membership helps protect you
from the financial burden of future private-pay care by

funding covered services under your membership
agreement. We can explore how that protection works
alongside any long-term care insurance you already
have.

“Do | have to be ready to join?"

No. Start with your questions. We can talk about
what would make life easier now, what concerns you
have about the future and whether membership makes
sense for you.

Start with a conversation about your life.

At Jordan River Living, there are no commitments for seniors looking for options.
Talk with someone who truly cares for your quality of life.

=

jordan river

LIVING

Call (734) 932-4683 or visit www.jordanriverliving.com
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CRUZ CLINIC

Serving the community since 1972

Personalized and comprehensive psychiatric and

psychological care in a supportive, welcoming environment.

SERVICES

Children, Adolescents, Adults and Seniors

THERAPY PSYCHOLOGICAL TESTING MEDICATION EVALUATION
Individual, Family, Couples Comprehensive assessments AND MANAGEMENT
& Group Therapy. and treatment plans designed to Expert prescribing and
Cognitive Behavioral Therapy, meet your needs. ADHD, ADOS, medication management to
EMDR, Trauma Therapy, along with a complete panel of help you feel your best with
Behavioral Therapy, Play Therapy, cognitive testing. no wait time. Including
Post Partum Depression Therapy. SPRAVATO® treatment.

Cruz Clinic has the capacity to perform diagnostic evaluations and screenings for specific learning
disorders, cognitive impairments, ADHD, and Autism Spectrum Disorder that result in research-based
recommendations and strategies for school-based professionals to take into consideration.

A NEW HOPE FOR TREATMENT-RESISTANT DEPRESSION
At our SPRAVATO® Clinic, we offer a safe, effective treatment option for
those who haven’t found relief with other antidepressants.

Fast-Acting Relief Safe & Monitored Ongoing Support
SPRAVATO® Many people Treatment is provided After the initial phase,
(esketamine) is an FDA experience in our comfortable clinic  treatments continue at
approved nasal spray. improvement within with monitoring for at  personalized intervals to
hours to days. least two hours. help maintain progress.

Most Insurances Accepted | Flexible Scheduling | Telehealth Available

CRUZ CLINIC - 17177 N. Laurel Park Dr., Suite #131, Livonia, M| 48152

734.462.3210 | www.cruzclinic.com




Finding Balance and Joy

we enter the season of family gatherings,

dinner parties and cookie exchanges,

navigating through it all can be stressful.
However, you don’t have to choose between being
healthy and enjoying your favorite foods. With a little
planning and some moderation, you can make healthy
choices and savor all the wonderful things the holiday
season has to offer!

Practice some of these tips:

® Choose balance over indulgence. Enjoy your
special foods in moderation.

e Stay focused on the bigger picture. Ask yourself,
“Do my choices support an overall healthy me?”

® Don't starve yourself. Regular meals help prevent
getting overly hungry later.

e Eat the rainbow. Build meals around protein, fiber
and nourishing foods that help sustain your
energy.

e Take the edge off hunger. Have a light snack
before attending gatherings to avoid overeating.

e Stay hydrated. Keep water nearby throughout the
day.

e Pick your favorites. Skip the foods you do not
love and savor the ones you do.

® Slow down. Take smaller bites, enjoy the moment
and notice when you feel satisfied.

The holidays are a time to celebrate, connect and

enjoy favorite traditions. It is possible to do this

without going down an unhealthy path. Stay mindful
while making choices, keep it all in perspective and
remember it's about balance. One

celebration will not undo the healthy

lifestyle you have worked so hard to

maintain. @

Jane Muszynski is the owner of
Spitfire Training, LLC in Livonia.
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The Conversation

Nobody Wants to Have

‘ N past articles, I've talked about P = ’)’--l(
noticing small changes that make you

wonder if an aging parent is really doing
as well as they say they are. \

Then comes the harder question: How .
do | talk to them about it?

After more than 30 years of helping older adults and their
families, I've learned that these conversations are rarely easy.

Start with what matters to your parents.

Do they want to stay in their home? Are they afraid of
losing their independence? Are they worried about
becoming a burden?

Take the time to understand what your loved one wants.

Instead of saying, “Mom, you can't keep living here
alone,” try asking, "Mom, what would help you feel
comfortable and safe staying here?”

Accepting help doesn’t necessarily mean losing
independence. The right support with meals, transportation,
medications, personal care, or home safety may help
someone remain independent longer.

And sometimes, senior living may be the right answer.

The goal isn't to convince someone to stay home or to
move. The goal is to understand their needs, wishes and
options.

Most importantly, don't wait for a crisis to start talking. You
don't need to make every decision today. Begin the
conversation, listen and keep talking.

The earlier families start these conversations, the more
opportunity their loved one has to be part of the decisions
about their own future.

Charlotte Balluff CSA CDP is a Certified
Placement and Referral Specialist, former
nurse, and owner of a caregiving service for
14 years prior to A Place for You LLC Senior
Living and Care Consulting.

Charlie's Pearls by Charlotte
Lessons from 30 Years of Guiding Families E E
(734) 447-7590 . .

The best time to talk about tomorrow is while
your loved one still has a voice in what E
tomorrow looks like.



Plymouth Dental Associates

Dr. Steven Olds e Dr. Ed VanEsley e Dr. Margaret Stanhouse e Dr. Megan Width
Committed to serving the community since 1963

T

ASK'ABOUT, OUR IN-OFFICE DENTAL
DISCOUNT, PLAN FOR PATIENTS
WITHOUT, INSURANCE

Your Beautiful Smile Begins Here!

We strive for everyday excellence...
making sure our patients know they are part of our “Family”

Your Full Service Dentistry with Board Certified Specialists onsite in Periodontics and Oral Surgery.

734-420-2326 | 42801 Schoolcraft Rd., Plymouth, Ml 48170 | plymouthdental.com

TIRED? THICK AROUND THE MIDD|

NOT YOUR AGE.
IT MAY. B{ YOUR

50% OFF’

Your First Treatment
PLUS A FREE T TEST AND CONSULT

*Exclusions apply. New customers only. Offer valid through 11-30-26.



YOoure NOt Alone
This Holiday Season

By Diana Brda, MA, LLP

OLIDAYS are not
necessarily the
“most wonderful

time of the year” for
everyone. For some, the
holidays can be a reminder
of grief, loss, loneliness,
sadness, or anxiety.

Many holiday traditions
center around activities
with family, which can
produce immense feelings
of sadness and emptiness
for individuals missing the
person they once shared
those traditions with. Loneliness can be caused by seeing
others celebrate holidays together and can make
someone feel especially isolated — evoking painful
memories of those no longer with them.

Challenging family dynamics may produce distress for
individuals during this time of year as well. Changes in
family relationships such as divorce, separation,
estrangement, relocation, or alterations in family roles can
make familiar traditions feel different or less satisfying. For
some families, conflict and difficulties during time
together with family members can produce stress, tension
and emotional exhaustion.

Extraneous factors can contribute to low mood and
anxiety as well. For example, some individuals experience
financial distress in regard to gifts, travel and hosting
holiday events. Disrupted routines due to holiday plans
can cause sleep disturbances and changes in work
schedules, and shorter days and reduced sunlight may
contribute to changes in mood and have a negative
impact on emotional well-being.

Overall, remember that you do not have to feel joyful
simply because it's a holiday. Give yourself grace and
know that you can appreciate the holiday season but still
experience it with difficult feelings.

Be sure to check in on others as well, as sometimes the
greatest gift you can give someone is to simply remind
them that they are not alone this holiday season.

Seek help at the Blackbird Counseling Center, located
at 17197 N. Laurel Park Dr, Ste 110, Livonia, M| 48152.
Call our office at (734) 744-7252 or email us at
blackbirdcounselingcenter@gmail.com.

BLACKBIRD

32 LIVONIATODAY

NADAA
Eregnancy @
eSOUICe center

« Unexpectedly
Pregnant?

e Or someone you
know pregnant?

Decisions can be complex and every
woman deserves truthful information

Why us? Because we care. This may be your first unex-
pected pregnancy, but it’s not ours. We have been serving
Livonia and the surrounding communities since 1973.

All of our services are free and confidential
Walk-ins Welcome

« Pregnancy tests  Limited Ultrasounds
« We are here for men too e Pregnancy Options
with a Men2Men program  Information

AAAPregnancyinfo.com

*Medical procedures performed by licensed medical personnel

Sajiv Gugneja, MD, PhD
Colleen Janness, PA-C

Consultants in Dermatology, PLLC

Comprehensive Care of Diseases
of Skin, Hair, and Nails
Dermatological Surgery

Board Certified

Practicing in Livonia since 1986

Pinebrooke Office Park | 20234 Farmington Road | Livonia, M1 48152 | 248-474-8440
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CELEBRATING 28 YEARS IN LIVONIA

BUYING G gumami

AND " DEALER of the
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ER%] Hﬂ_ﬁ‘ Fri & Sat 11am-10pm | Sunday 12pm-7pm
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BUYING US

GOLD & SILVER /. e : 520.00 OFF
/% > Y | A PURCHASE
YOUCANFIND gl ) A OF *100
Us ON [ 0 s o OR MORE

Valid only on Coin purchases.

FIRST LIGHT ROASTERS

w THE HOLIDAY GIFT GUIDE

. 5 holiday gifts
¢ for coffee lover
S e $10 OFF

¢
CODE FLR10 FIRST
i Ewembe:to : : ] LIGHT
December 24, 2026 . ROASTERS

ol Sode s ROASTED IN 1 1ven
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Scan the gift guide

EXPLORE THE HOLIDAY GIFT GUIDE
firstlightroasters.com/gifts
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great start to

our year!
Here are the
highlights:

Livonia Police
received a grant for
backpacks to give to
our students for the start of the
school year!

Our 2025 bond work has begun!
New elementary playgrounds were
revealed at Grandview and Botsford.
Thank you, taxpayers!

We welcomed two new
administrators to our district this
school year. Welcome Rachel Strickland, principal of
Grandview Elementary, and Amy Arft, director of human
resources!

As you recall, Ms. Strickland served as the
interim principal for Grandview last February
through the end of the year. She did a
wonderful job fostering great relationships
with all of Grandview's stakeholders,
developed effective systems where safety is
the priority and placed high expectations for
our students and staff.

With over 20 years of progressive HR
leadership experience and a career dedicated
to building inclusive, high-performing
organizations, Ms. Arft brings a strategjic,
people-centered approach to school districts
known for their commitment to equity,
engagement and educational excellence. Throughout her
career — as executive director of human resources at EEI
Global and as a senior HR consultant — she has guided
executive teams through transformation, policy modernization
and culture-building initiatives that improved engagement
scores, reduced turnover and advanced organizational
effectiveness. She is passionate about fostering workplaces
where educators and staff can do their best work in service of

students.

One Clarenceville tradition
is Senior Sunrise. Starting at
6:45 a.m., our seniors come
together to start their senior
year off on a positive note
and as a group, where some
people have been together
for 13 years.

Amy Arft

Clarenceville Marching Band
It was also a great start of the year for the
Marching Band! Noteworthy happenings include:

@ Received a Silver Rating (second highest out of
five possible ratings) at MSBOA Marching
Festival

@ Debuted new uniforms this fall

@ Have an entire new Leet set drum fleets -
snares, base drums, large quint set, and of
course, quads

Clarenceville continues to have a strong focus on
careers
Clarenceville School District is committed to preparing
students for success beyond the classroom through a strong
focus on career awareness and exploration. By providing
students with opportunities to discover their interests, explore
a variety of career pathways and connect classroom learning
to real-world experiences, we are helping them envision their
futures and make informed decisions about their next steps.
Our goal is to ensure every student graduates with the
knowledge, skills and confidence to pursue college, career
training, military service, or direct entry into the workforce.
Here are some examples of ol
this from the start of our
school year:
@ Designing shoes for the
Pensole Lewis College
® Asking questions at the
forum at the Mike llitch
School of Business at the
Wayne State High School Entrepreneurship Forum.
e Manufacturing Day at MacLean Fogg
@ An exciting opportunity for our Clarenceville Middle
School students as we welcome the Medtronics STEM
truck on November 19 and 20. The Clarenceville School
District is the first district in
Michigan and the first district
in the country to host the
Medtronics semi-truck. It is a
53-foot traveling mobile
STEM lab and immersive
learning experience
designed for middle school students in grades 5-8, with a
focus on expanding access for low-income and under-
resourced households to bring health career exploration
and awareness to our students. This experience uses a
curriculum that is co-developed by educators and subject
matter experts — aligned to state academic standards and
Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS).

Designing shoes and Manufacturing Day.
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Friday, November 20 6-9pm
Tree Lighting & Fireworks @ 7pm
Twelve Mile Crossing at Fountain Walk

Rosedale Gardens Church ls W J s W
9601 IHubbard, Livonia
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KITCHENS FOR THE REAL LIVING ROOM®

= www.roscdalcgardens.org




Chamber

Celebrate“s Dan West’s

20 Years of Leadership

through growth, change and an expanding role in
the business community while keeping one thing at
the center of its work: connecting people.

West marks his 20th anniversary as president and CEO
of the Livonia-Westland Chamber of Commerce in
November. Since taking the helm in 2006, he has helped
grow the organization’s
membership, strengthen its
regional presence and build
relationships among businesses,
government, education and
community organizations.

One of the most visible
measures of that growth came
in 2019, when the Livonia
Chamber surpassed 1,000
members for the first time since
the early 1990s. In 2023, West
helped lead one of the most
significant changes in the
organization'’s history with the
strategic alignment of the
Livonia and Westland chambers
of commerce. The move
created the Livonia-Westland
Chamber of Commerce, bringing together two
neighboring business communities and creating an
organization that today represents more than 1,200
members.

Throughout West's tenure, the Chamber’s work has also
expanded beyond networking and traditional member
services. Workforce development, skilled and technical
trades, economic development, regional collaboration
and community engagement have all become important
areas of focus.

West has consistently emphasized the importance of

FOR 20 years, Dan West has led the Chamber

relationships in moving those
efforts forward. Over the past
two decades, the Chamber has
worked to bring business
leaders together with
educators, nonprofit organizations, municipal leaders and
elected officials to discuss challenges, share ideas and
create new opportunities for
collaboration.

The Chamber has also
continued to expand its
programming, events and
opportunities for businesses of
all sizes to make connections,
increase their visibility and
become more engaged in the
communities they serve.

Over 20 years, West has seen
the business landscape change
considerably. The Chamber has
navigated economic downturns,
a pandemic, workforce
challenges, changing
technology and the evolving
needs of its members. At the
same time, the organization
itself has grown from serving one community to
representing businesses across Livonia, Westland and
throughout the region.

Through those changes, West's approach to Chamber
leadership has remained centered on relationships and
bringing people together.

As he celebrates two decades at the helm, West
continues to lead an organization focused on supporting
its members, strengthening the business community and
creating connections that help move Livonia, Westland
and western Wayne County forward.

((@Livonia

Westland
CHAMBER oj’COMMERCE
people . business - community
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I’VE LIVED
IN LIVONIA
NOwW FOR A
FEW YEARZ, |
BUT THERE q

& €0 MUCH
MORE TO
LEARN ABOUT
THE &ITY.
SUZH AS..,

THE HOLIDAY USED BOOK SALE
BY FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY |£
A GREAT EVENT TO FIND GIFT2,

I’VE HEARD OF BOBBING FOR
APPLEZ, BUT NOT BOBBING WITH
PUMPKINS AT THE £POOKY SWIM.

OTHER $TUFF TO GET YOUR
FILL WITH AND BURN |T OFF |5
HEALTHY LIVONIA’S TURKEY TROT.

ONE OF THE BIGGE4T EVENTS 1%
THE MERRY & BRIGHT HOLIDAY
PARADE AND TREE LIGHTING.

LASTLY, A FUN FAMILY EVENT TO
WRAP UP THE YEAR 12 THE NEW
YEAR’S EVE PARTY AT THE REZ,

40 MUZH
TO DO AND
ENJOY IN
LIVONIA!

HOLIDAYS
AND HAPPY

WHAT ARE YOUR FAVORITE
HOLIDAY ACTIVITIES?

THERE ARE 40 MANY AMAZING THING4 TO DO AROUND
THE HOLIDAY$, ESPEZIALLY IN LIVONIA, WHAT ARE 4OME
OF YOUR FAVORITE HOLIDAY AZTNITIES THAT MAKE
THE HOLIDAY $EA<ON EXTRA S$PECIAL FOR YOU, YOUR
FRIENDS AND YOUR FAMILY IN LIVONIA?

SEND U$ YOUR FAVORITE HOLIDAY ALTIVITIES AND
WE'LL FEATURE £0OME OF THEM IN THE NEXT IS4UE.

EMAIL: ACALABRESE@LOMMUNITYPUBLISHING.A0OM



November - February

NOVEMBER

November 20

Adult Craft Night - Sock
Snowmen

7-8:30 p.m.

Alexander Blue House

20501 Newburgh Road

Experience a relaxing night out and
learn how to make three unique
snowmen to keep for decorations or
give as gifts. Light refreshments will
be served. Registration is required
and tickets are $22/resident. Learn
more at LivoniaParks.org.

DECEMBER

December 4

Annual Holiday Craft Show
9a.m.to2 p.m.

Livonia Senior Wellness Center
32001 Five Mile Road

Visit more than 55 vendor tables with
many art and craft items, seasonal
decorations, great gift ideas, baked
goods and holiday treasurers.
Drawings each hour, quilt raffle and
refreshments available for purchase
(cash only). No fee to attend and no
registration required.

38 LIVONIA TODAY

December 5

Christmas Tea

3-5p.m.

Alexander Blue House

20501 Newburgh Road

Embrace the holiday season with
family and friends celebrating the
holiday season with a three-course
meal and bottomless tea. $40/
resident. Register at LivoniaParks.org.

December 6

Merry & Bright Holiday Parade
and Tree Lighting

4-6 p.m.

City Hall/Library

After the tree lighting, stroll over to
the Civic Center Library for crafts,
refreshments and a visit with Santa
and Mrs. Claus. Co-Sponsored with
Livonia Rotary Club, Livonia Libraries,
Livonia Civic Chorus and Busch’s
Fresh Food Market in Livonia.

December 11

Stories, Snacks and Crafts! -
Reindeer Games

10-11:30 a.m.

Alexander Blue House

20501 Newburgh Road

Children 4-10 are invited for fun and
festive “Reindeer Games” with
holiday stories, crafts and a sweet
treat. $12/resident. Learn more and
register at LivoniaParks.org.

December 11-12

Friends of the Library

Used Book Sale

10a.m.-5p.m.

Bennett Civic Center Library

32777 Five Mile Road

In addition to the normal bookstore
selection, there will be a large selection
of kids' books, jigsaw puzzles, board
games, stocking stuffers, and more! For
more information, visit
LivoniaPubliclibrary.org.

December 12

12 Birds of Christmas

9-10:30 a.m.

Friends Meeting House

20501 Newburgh Road

Join the Detroit Bird Alliance and
learn about 12 common winter birds
on a guided bird walk through the
nature trail along with a fun winter
craft activity. $10/resident. Learn
more at LivoniaParks.org.

December 17

Christmas Concert and
Confections with HarmonyTown
Chorus

7-9 p.m.

Newburg Church

20501 Newburgh Road

This free, festive evening of music
and community will feature a post-
performance reception at the
Alexander Blue House with
refreshments, mingling and holiday
cheer. For more information, visit
LivoniaParks.org.

JANUARY

January 3

Glow Swim Pool Party
4:30-6:30 p.m.

Jack E. Kirksey Recreation Center
15100 Hubbard

Come swim in the lit-up pool and
play games at this fun-filled family
event. $8/members, $12/residents.
For more information and to register,
visit LivoniaParks.org.

January 24

Pajama Party Mother and Son
Dance

2-4p.m.

Livonia Senior Wellness Center
32001 Five Mile Road

Enjoy a fun-filled weekend of
dancing, dressing up and making
memories. The dance will feature
music, dancing, souvenir photos,
snacks, refreshments and fun
contests. Learn more and register at
LivoniaParks.org.

January 30

Citrus and Snow Tea

3-5p.m.

Alexander Blue House

20501 Newburgh Road

Enjoy an afternoon with tea,
handcrafted sandwiches, fresh-baked
scones and desserts. The guest
speaker will share facts about citrus
fruits. $40/resident. Learn more or
register at LivoniaParks.org.

FEBRUARY

February 4-7

Friends of the Library

Used Book Sale

Thurs: 4:30-6:30 p.m. (Pre-sale for
members of the Friends of the
Library and teachers with proper ID)
Fri-Sat.: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Sun.: 1-5 p.m.

PLEASE NOTE: Event details may have changed. Please check event website or social pages for

the most up-to-date information.
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Grooming and Boutique ot b, ' W

HELPING YOUR PETS LOOK AND FEEL THHR ABSOLUTE BEST

Dog, Rabbit, and Small Animal Grooming | Premium Pet Supplies | In-Home Boarding | Holiday Photoshoots

NEW CLIENTS GET 15%
OFF THEIR FIRST VISIT

Must mention this ad in order to receive.

THE BIQ SMILE
ORTHODONTICS
 Nienle M Jarle, DDS,MS

Confident, Beautiful Smiles begin
at The Big Smile Orthodontics

Conveniently located in Livonia, Michigan on Seven Mile

near Farmington Road.

At The Big Smile Orthodontics we believe that everyone deserves

a beautiful smile. We work hard to provide the highest quality of

orthodontic care possible, and we have many financing options

available to make orthodontic treatment affordable.
|

Mention this advertisement for a

complimentary consultation and

$500 off braces or aligners*
—

*this special for new patients only

33627 Seven Mile Road, Livonia, MI 48152 $40 OFF ANY
(248) 471-1555 o TheBigSmile.com DEEP CLEANING SERVICE

Home + Office Professional Cleaning

« Trained staff « Eco-friendly products
« Optional cleaning plans ¢ Insured & Bonded 4 i

nicolestlccleaning.com 734.404.5627
995 S Main St. Plymouth, MI 48170




m Schoolcraft '
S College®

YOUR PRIDE
AWAITS

Jumpstart your 2027 by heading back to school.
Registration for the Winter semester is now open.
Enroll today at schoolcraft.edu/apply.

Your Journey Starts Here.

ﬁ @SchoolcraftCollege

@schoolcraftnow schoolcraft.edu
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