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Bell Shoals Academy 
marked a significant 
milestone on March 2 as 
school and church lead-
ers, families and commu-
nity members gathered 
to celebrate the ground-
breaking of its future 
high school building. The 
ceremony represented 
not only the beginning 
of construction but also 
the continuation of a 
long-standing mission to 
provide Christ-centered 
education to students in 
the community.

Bell Shoals Academy, a ministry of Bell 
Shoals Church, has served families for more 
than 60 years. The new high school facility 
is part of a larger vision to expand the acad-
emy’s ability to prepare students academi-
cally and spiritually for the future.

School leadership emphasized that the 
new building represents more than physi-
cal growth. It reflects a commitment to fu-
ture generations of students who will walk 
through its doors.

“Today, we break ground on something 
more than just a building,” said Pastor Co-
rey Abney. “This new high school represents 
growth, opportunity and a bold commit-
ment to preparing the next generation to 
live for Christ.”

The project has been years in the making, 
supported by the dedication of church mem-
bers, school leaders and families who have 
invested in the academy’s mission over de-
cades. Leaders noted that many individuals 
have prayed for and envisioned a high school 
campus for more than 40 years.

“This future extends far beyond the 
students we’re serving today,” said 
Pastor Abney. “It’s about laying the 
foundation for generations we haven’t 
even met yet.”

The new high school is designed to 
support Bell Shoals Academy’s con-
tinued growth while strengthening 
its mission of educating students ac-
ademically and spiritually. Leaders 
shared that the goal of the school is 
not only to prepare students for future 
careers but also to encourage them to 

live lives of faith and purpose.
As construction begins, academy leaders 

remain focused on the long-term impact the 
new facility will have on students and fami-
lies in the community.

The groundbreaking marks the first step 
in a project that leaders hope will serve gen-
erations of students while continuing Bell 
Shoals Academy’s legacy of Christ-centered 
education through expanded opportunities, 
new classrooms and a dedicated learning 
environment for high school students.

The school is located at 2102 Bell Shoals 
Rd. in Brandon. For updates and more info, 
visit  www.bellshoalsacademy.com.

By Olivia Clark

BELL SHOALS ACADEMY INVESTS IN 
FUTURE WITH NEW HIGH SCHOOL
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Young entrepreneurs will have the op-
portunity to showcase their creativity and 
business skills at an upcoming Kids Mar-
ket in Seffner, where families can shop 
from youth-run businesses while enjoying 
a community egg hunt and outdoor activ-
ities.

The event will take place at Mango 
Recreation Center, where families can ex-
plore booths hosted entirely by children 
and teens. The market opens at 9:30 a.m., 
and the community egg hunt will begin at 
10 a.m. near the playground. Admission 
is free for visitors, while young entrepre-
neurs can register for a booth for $25 
through www.kidsmarkets.com/markets/
seffner.

The Kids Market program is designed 
to give children a hands-on introduction 
to entrepreneurship while creating a 
supportive environment for learning and 
growth. Participants range in age from 
5-17 and are responsible for creating 
products, managing inventory and inter-
acting with customers.

“In many ways, our impact is our mis-
sion,” said Samantha White, communi-
cations manager at Kids Markets. “We 
believe entrepreneurship at any age, but 
specifically a young age, teaches invalu-
able life skills. The kids have a blast mak-

ing friends and 
earning money, 
but they may 
not even real-
ize they’re also 
learning the 
whole time.”

White said 
part ic ipants 
often develop 
skills such as 
problem-solv-
ing, budget-
ing, pricing 
and market-
ing while also 
gaining confi-

dence through real-world experience.
The Seffner event is expected to draw 

a variety of young vendors and commu-
nity members. While Kids Market events 
around the country often feature between 
30-100 booths, organizers said the Tampa 
area market is still growing and has space 
available for additional participants.

White said the partnership with Hill-
sborough County Parks & Recreation 
adds another layer of community engage-
ment by pairing the market with a fami-
ly-friendly holiday event.

“I think the biggest highlight of this 
event is that it is a community event,” said 
Taylor Cauley, Tampa Market representa-
tive. “The combination of the community 
egg hunt and the youth-run market cre-
ates a family-friendly event where visitors 
can enjoy the holiday activity while sup-
porting local young entrepreneurs.”

Cauley added that the event allows 
families to see firsthand the creativity 
and hard work of young people in their 
community while spending time together 
outdoors.

Families interested in registering a 
young entrepreneur or learning more 
about the event can visit:

www.kidsmarkets.com/markets/seffner.

By Olivia Clark

Young entrepreneurs showcase handmade products and creative businesses during 
a Kids Market event designed to encourage youth entrepreneurship.

YOUNG ENTREPRENEURS TAKE THE 
SPOTLIGHT AT UPCOMING
KIDS MARKET IN SEFFNER

Pastor Corey Abney and Bell Shoals Academy leaders participate in the 
ceremonial groundbreaking for the academy’s future high school building.
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Happy St. Patrick’s
Day!

LIKE

FAMILY
Having a Lawyer in the

NEEDREED.COM
813.438.5960
101 E. Lumsden Road
Brandon, FL 33511

Personal Injury Cases
FREE CONSULTATIONS

Auto Accidents * Slip and Fall
Boating Accidents * Dog Bites
Wrongful Death * Motorcycles

Proud Supporters
of ECHO

*Board of Directors
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The Strawberry Crest High School 
cheerleading team is made up of 40 stu-
dent athletes and seven coaches, all com-
mitted to the success of the program. In 
fact, this program holds the most cheer-
leading titles in all of Hillsborough Coun-
ty. 

On January 22, the Varsity Coed team 
won their 12th consecutive FHSAA State 
Championship, allowing them to hold the 
record over the entire state of Florida 
for consecutive state wins. However, the 
achievements for the 2025-26 team did 
not stop there. From February 6-8, the 
team competed with other top school 
programs in the country at the UCA Na-
tional Championship in Orlando.

There, the Chargers won the Small Var-
sity Coed national title and world title, 
making this their third national win for 
the program over the past six years. This 
accomplishment was achieved through 
perseverance, as they had deductions in 
the first two rounds due to the pressure 
of the big stage. Yet, this setback did not 
discourage them, as they bounced back 
with the highest raw score in the division. 

A d d i -
t i o n a l l y , 
the Straw-
berry Crest 
cheerlead-
ing squad 
claimed a 
N a t i o n a l 
Game Day 
Champion-
ship in the 
M e d i u m 
Game Day 
Non-Tum-
bling divi-
sion, which 

was the first in the school and county’s 
history.

The team’s dedication to the sport and 
discipline throughout the year led them 
to the special moment of receiving the 
coveted white jacket, crowning them as 
the champions. This also made them the 
first cheer program in Hillsborough Coun-
ty to triple-jacket at the national champi-
onship within a single year. 

When reflecting on the bond and of 
the team, Head Coach Loveny Savarino 
mentioned, after they were named cham-
pions, “The coed team gathered in a circle 
to pray to give gratitude, the Game Day 
team quietly joined around them, form-
ing a larger circle of support. In that mo-
ment, it wasn’t just about trophies — it 
was about unity, love and the bond that 
connects both teams as one program.”

The passion of cheerleading will not 
stop at the high school level for some of 
these seniors. Two have already signed 
with universities to continue their career, 
including Evan Sweat with the University 
of South Florida and Hayden Johns with 
the University of Central Florida.

By Emily Harper

STRAWBERRY CREST HIGH SCHOOL 
CHEERLEADING SETS RECORDS

The March of 
Dimes has select-
ed Andrew and 
Amber Vassell as 
this year’s Am-
bassador Family 
for Tampa Bay. 
The Vassells, par-
ents of three chil-
dren, including 
two born premature, are using 
their story to raise awareness of 
the March of Dimes mission and 
to support other families fac-
ing the challenges of premature 
birth.

Their youngest daughter, Ali-
yah, was born on September 4 at 
just 26 weeks old and weighed a little more 
than 1 pound. She was small enough to fit 
in the palm of a hand and required immedi-
ate and extensive care. Her condition was so 
fragile that her parents were unable to hold 
her when she was born. After 153 days in 
the HCA Florida Brandon Hospital neonatal 
intensive care unit (NICU), Aliyah graduated 
and went home in February 2025.

To honor the team that cared for their 
daughter like family, the Vassells hosted a 
special appreciation dinner from Amici’s 
Catered Cuisine owned by Phillip Lin. They 
treated the nurses to dinner, as well as a 
custom T-shirt created to mark the occa-
sion, nearly one year after Aliyah made her 
journey home.

“I want the NICU nurses to know how 
thankful we are for how they cared for our 
daughter. This is just a small way we can 
thank you. I feel like we can never say thank 
you enough,” said Andrew Vassell.

“Caring for babies like Aliyah is both a 
responsibility and a privilege. Families place 
enormous trust in us during some of the 

most vul-
nerable mo-
ments of 
their lives, 
and we 
carry that 
trust with 
great re-
spect. See-
ing Aliyah 

thrive and having the Vas-
sell family return to share 
their gratitude means more 
to our team than words 
can express,” said Dr. Kiran 
Dwara-kanath, NICU medi-
cal director. “Their strength 
and dedication to helping 

other families remind us why we do this 
work every day.”

As the Ambassador Family of Tampa Bay, 
the Vassells will share their story through-
out the Tampa Bay region and across the 
country to help other families feel seen and 
supported through their own NICU experi-
ences. Their advocacy extends beyond Flor-
ida. They recently partnered with the San 
Antonio Spurs for a March of Dimes event 
supported by Andrew Vassell’s brother, 
Spurs guard Devin Vassell. They also have a 
Harlem Globetrotters March of Dimes event 
on the horizon.

“The Vassell family is an inspiring example 
of strength and hope,” said Carly Johnson, 
manager of March of Dimes donor devel-
opment. “Their desire to give back to the 
nurses who cared for Aliyah is a meaningful 
reminder of how deeply the NICU touches 
families. We are honored to have them as 
our ambassadors this year.”

The Vassells hope that by telling their 
story, more families will feel empowered to 
share their own NICU journeys.

FAMILY RETURNS NICU TO HONOR 
NURSES WHO CARED FOR DAUGHTER

Staff Report

DID YOU KNOW?
Agree, then agree,

then agree...
You cannot rationalize

with a person with
dementia.

813-607-6880
Come a little early for refreshments!

Assisted Living Facility #AL13150

TesseraBrandon.com | 1320 Oakfield Dr. Brandon, FL 33511 

Hybrid Dementia and Alzheimer’s Support Groups
for Care Partners of those with any type of Memory Loss

at 6:30 pm
Meeting in

Person & Via Zoom

Zoom Meeting ID:
993 4701 6039
Passcode:
459148

Join by phone:
833.928.4608

Fourth
Wednesday

of Every Month

Third
Tuesday
of Every Month

at 2:00 pm
Meeting in

Person & Via Zoom /J; ..,. 

Kids Eat Free With The Purchase of 
an Adult Entree 4PM-Close 

Trivia Wednesdays Every Week From 
7-9PM Hosted by Jamie Hartman
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Live Music Every Friday & Saturday 
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WEEKLY FOOD PRIVATE TEACHER / • / 
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•
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KITCHEN CHARGE 6PM l e11

3434 STATE ROUTE 60 VALRICO, FL ":"�
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WWW.VALRICO.VOODOOBREWERY.COM ______ , 

MONDAY

WEDNESDAY

CATERING SERVICES
Doctor’s Offices * Box Lunches * Corporate Events

Weddings * Rehearsal Dinners * Engagements
Charity Events * Family Gatherings * Private Parties

Pasta Bars * BBQ * and More!

Photo credit: Strawberry Crest Cheerleading

The 2025-26 Strawberry Crest Cheer displaying their awards.
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come socialized and connect with potential 
owners. Currently, it has 15 adoptable cats 
and three permanent residents. 

Owner Nicole Duffey is a licensed animal 
nurse who spent her time working in the 
veterinary hospital.

Sassy Cat Club Cafe’s efforts have al-
lowed it to find forever homes for 368 cats. 
Duffey, as the owner, enjoys seeing the 
bonds that cat owners make with their fe-
line friends.

Check out its website, https://sassycat-
clubcafe.com/, and social media pages for 
more information, as their hours fluctuate 
depending on the day.

Raining Cats and Dogs Shelter 
and Sanctuary

Founded in 2017, Raining Cats and Dogs 
Shelter and Sanctuary has made it a prior-
ity to rescue unwanted and homeless pets 
in the Hillsborough and Polk County areas. 
This rescue is not only a shelter but also a 
sanctuary, meaning if an animal is not ad-
opted, it will have a forever home with the 
organization. 

This shelter and sanctuary is located at 
2708 SR 60 in Plant City and is 100 per-
cent volunteer-run and donation-based. All 

the volunteers are passionate about their 
love for animals, and it shows through their 
impact as a program. 

Laura Santo is the founder and president 
of this organization. Here, Santo imagined a 
place where cats and dogs could learn to be 
loved by people and not have any time limit 
on how long that might take. 

For example, a dog named Stormy has 
been at the shelter since Easter of 2022. 
She arrived as a pregnant stray who ended 
up having 10 puppies a couple days later. All 
the puppies have since then been adopted 
into loving homes. 

Within the rescue is a group called Dog 
Moms Doing Good. This group was created 
to help give back to the community, which 
has supported the rescue. The rescue-dog 
moms meet quarterly to assist other orga-
nizations in the community. For example, 
the group is focusing its next efforts on 
“bringing a little bit of joy to homebound 
senior citizens within the Plant City area by 
teaming up with Meals on Wheels.”

All adoptions are done by appointment 
only, as Raining Cats and Dogs does not 
accept walk-in visitors. More information 
about this rescue and adoptable animals 
can be found on its website at www.rain-
ingcatsanddogsshelter.com.

A Kitten Place
A Kitten Place, established in 2019, is a 

volunteer-based animal rescue giving over-
looked cats in the area a second chance at 
life. This organization was founded by Alicia 
Pollock and Michelle Bass, who have experi-
ence in rescuing with other groups but felt 
as though they were called to create their 
own rescue to reflect their own ethics and 
standards of care. 

“From the beginning, our priority has 
been to step in where the need is greatest 
and to provide comprehensive, compassion-
ate care, regardless of the time, effort or 
resources required,” said Bass. 

A Kitten Place focuses its efforts on res-
cuing neonatal kittens in the county shel-
ters. These kittens are euthanized on the 
daily at local shelters due to lack of resourc-
es for these special-needs kittens. It also 
saves cats that are pregnant or have freshly 
given birth, along with older kittens that 
possibly have critical medical needs. 

These cats are taken into the homes of 
the volunteers and given the attention and 
support they need until they are adoptable. 
Some of these cats also spend their time at 
Sassy Cat Club Cafe in Brandon, where they 
become well-socialized and interact with 
potential forever owners. 

Pollock and Bass mentioned, “As founders 
of a nonprofit, our favorite part of this work 
is how deeply rewarding it is — not only 
because we’re saving animals but because 
we’re also giving people purpose.”

More in-depth information about the 
process of fostering, along with informa-
tion about how to support this cause and 
save more kitties, can be found on A Kitten 
Place’s website at https://akittenplace.org/.

Sassy Cat Club Cafe
Sassy Cat Club Cafe, located at 735 W. 

Lumsden Rd. in Brandon, is a unique place 
where the community can interact with 
cats that are available for adoption. Since 
opening its doors on March 1, 2023, it has 
welcomed cat lovers to come and enjoy the 
company of its fosters. 

To spend time with the cats, it costs $10 
for 30 minutes and $15 for an hour per per-
son; children under 2 have free admission. 
The cafe invites people to study, work or 
just relax. It offers a variety of drinks, in-
cluding coffee, tea, hot chocolate and cold 
beverages, but it also allows outside bever-
ages to be brought in. 

This cafe partners with A Kitten Place, 
where Sassy Cat Club Cafe receives its cats 
from. Through the cafe, cats are able to be-

MORE THAN A SHELTER: LOCAL ANIMAL GROUPS BUILD COMMUNITY
By Emily Harper 

Schedule your screening today.
YourColorectalExperts.com 

It’s time for a 
colonoscopy.
Colorectal cancer is now a 
leading cause of cancer death 
in adults under 50, but when 
caught early, it’s more than 90% 
curable. AdventHealth makes 
it easier to protect your future 
through whole-person care 
and preventive screenings. 
We’ve made appointments more 
convenient, while AI-assisted 
technology is helping us catch 
cancer earlier — so you can 
keep feeling whole.

If this was your
childhood...
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Achieve Plant 
City is a local non-
profit dedicated to 
serving individuals 
in the communi-
ty, many of whom 
face challenges due 
to limited literacy 
skills. These barriers 
can make daily life 
harder and often 
place children at 
risk of falling behind 
academically or en-
tering school unpre-
pared.  

Achieve Plant 
City is committed to 
breaking the cycle of illiteracy and poverty, 
ensuring every family has access to the sup-
port and opportunities they need to thrive. 
Through tailored educational services, it 
empowers local families to build a founda-
tion for lifelong success.

“Achieve Plant City was created to give 
families in our community the opportunity 
to thrive through literacy,” said Angelica 
Ibarrra, director of Achieve Plant City. “The 
organization was founded on the belief that 
education is the great equalizer in life.”

Ibarra’s own life experiences inspired the 
mission of Achieve Plant City.

“I grew up in a home with two illiterate 
parents, became a teenage mother of two 
before the age of 18 and lived in extreme 
poverty,” Ibarra said. “Education changed 
the course of my life, and I wanted others 
to have the same opportunity to transform 
theirs. I was able to break the cycle of illit-
eracy and poverty in my family, and Achieve 
Plant City is designed to help others do the 
same.”

Ibarra and her 
team at Achieve 
Plant City are very 
proud of the work 
they have done in 
the community.

“One of my favor-
ite stories is about 
a mother who came 
to us for support 
because her young 
daughter had been 
translating for her, 
and she felt ashamed 
that she could not 
communicate on her 
own,” Ibarra said. 
“Through Achieve, 

she learned English, earned her GED and 
eventually secured a position with the 
school district. Her daughter, who once 
served as her translator, went on to earn a 
physician assistant degree and is now thriv-
ing in her career. Today, that mother has 
come full circle. She works with our organi-
zation, helping current participants pursue 
their own goals and dreams.”

What brings Ibarra the most joy are the 
stories of Achieve’s parent participants 
who gain the confidence to communicate 
within their communities, advocate for 
their children, and support their families in 
meaningful and empowering ways.

“Their growth is inspiring and witness-
ing it is one of the greatest rewards of our 
work,” Ibarra said. “I am proud to be part of 
an organization that helps people succeed 
in life. Our participants often say they love 
the family environment we have created. “

Visit www.achieveplantcity.org or call 
813-752-4010. Its office is located at 202 
W. Reynolds St. in downtown Plant City. 

By Libby Hopkins

ACHIEVE PLANT CITY HELPS
INDIVIDUALS WITH LITERACY ISSUES 

IN THE COMMUNITY

Assisted Living Facility License #13122

Call 813.278.5802 today 
to schedule a tour or request 

more information.
TwinCreeksRetire.com

13470 Boyette Rd.
Riverview, FL 33569

Veterans & First Responders: Get 5% off per month!

HONORING OUR NATION’S HEROES

Veterans & First Responders: 

We treasure every resident and provide 
personalized, enriching experiences that 
brighten each day. Live as independently as 
you like in assisted living or benefi t from our 
specially designed memory care services. We 
recognize retired military and fi rst responders 
with 5% off each month!

Free
Estimates!

Open Tuesday - Friday 10 - 6 • Saturday 10 - 4Open Tuesday - Friday 10 - 6 • Saturday 10 - 4

Custom Bridal Design | Loose Gemstone Sales
Watch & Jewelry Repair On Site. We purchase your scrap GOLD!

But we’ll give you more in trade!

Custom Bridal Design | Loose Gemstone Sales
Watch & Jewelry Repair On Site. We purchase your scrap GOLD!

But we’ll give you more in trade!

813-689-8124
201 S Kings Ave, Brandon

813-689-8124
201 S Kings Ave, Brandon

One-of-a-Kind Jewelry for
Once-in-a-Lifetime Moments

FOR YOUR CHARCUTERIE CATERING NEEDS !

813-692-9230

1076 E Brandon Blvd

Call or text 813-344-5511

LASER HAIR 
REMOVAL

3 AREAS3 AREAS $599FOR A YEARFOR A YEAR
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Bonnet Springs 
Park will wel-
come the com-
munity to Bloom, 
a vibrant two-day 
flower festival 
celebrating na-
ture, creativity 
and horticulture, 
on Saturday and 
Sunday, April 11-
12, from 10 a.m.-
2 p.m. The fami-
ly-friendly event 
is free and open to 
all ages. 

The park will transform into a lush won-
derland filled with floral installations, bo-
tanical art displays, garden tours, a makers 
market, live entertainment and a variety of 
food and beverage vendors. 

“We intentionally designed Bloom as 
an opportunity for families and visitors to 
experience the beauty of spring, discov-
er local artists and vendors and celebrate 
the joy of flowers and plants,” said Kirsten 
Hein, vice president of engagement at Bon-
net Springs Park. “It’s a chance for fami-
lies from Tampa, Orlando and Lakeland to 
unplug, step outside and quite literally stop 
and smell the roses while connecting with 
nature and one another.” 

Throughout the weekend, guests can ex-
plore a sprawling outdoor market featuring 
local artists and makers, including Apothic 
Fox, Wild Within Flowers and Mamacita 
Lifestyle Co. The Bonnet Springs Park Plant 
Sale will also take place during the festival. 

The market will be buzzing with energy 
all weekend long. Guests can catch live per-
formances on the main stage while they 
explore, then wander over to the lounge, 
where a DJ will be spinning all day for 

both days, along 
with stunning 
aerialist perfor-
mances soaring 
overhead. Local 
florists, includ-
ing Montepuy, 
Taylormade Flo-
ral & Event De-
sign, Blue House 
Florals, Lemon 
Drops Weddings 
& Events and In 
Bloom Florist, 
will create fresh 
and colorful 

installations across the festival grounds, 
forming a village of floral and botanical art 
for attendees to explore. 

Free guided garden tours led by the 
park’s horticulture staff and volunteers will 
be offered both days, along with pollinator 
and native plant education, horticulture 
demonstrations and interactive workshops. 
and food and beverage vendors.

April 11 Highlights 
Bloom kicks off with a full day of live 

entertainment and immersive floral experi-
ences. The main stage in the market area 
will feature performances by The Circus 
Arts Place aerialists, Sweet Harmony, a 
harpist, a Polk State College jazz quartet 
and a DJ set. 

April 12 Highlights 
The celebration continues on Sunday 

with additional performances and hands-
on opportunities for guests of all ages. 
Entertainment on the main stage includes 
The Circus Arts Place aerialists, the Tom 
Sounds jazz trio, the Shay Butter Band, live 
music and a DJ set. 

For a full schedule and additional details, 
visit www.bonnetspringspark.com/. 

Staff Report

BLOOM IS BACK: SPRING INTO
FLOWERS AT BONNET SPRINGS PARK 

The Brandon Coin 
Club will host its 
Spring Coin Show on 
Saturday, April 11, 
from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. at 
St. Andrew’s United 
Methodist Church, 
3315 S. Bryan Rd. in 
Brandon. Admission 
and parking are free.

The club has hosted 
regular coin shows in the 
Brandon area for years, 
helping keep the local col-
lecting community active 
and engaged in the hobby. 

“The Brandon Coin Club 
has been hosting regular 
coin shows for almost 20 
years, with a brief two-
year break during COVID,” 
said Derek Spalding, bourse chairman of the 
Brandon Coin Club.

“We are grateful for the hospitality of St 
Andrew’s United Methodist Church letting 
us use their facilities two years in a row for 
our shows,” Spalding said.

The event will feature more than 40 deal-
er tables offering coins and collectibles for 
collectors of all experience levels. Profes-
sional coin grader ICG will be in attendance, 
and attendees can participate in free door 
prizes.

A highlight of the show is the raffle of a 
GSA Carson City Morgan silver dollar, a 
highly sought-after 19th-century coin prized 
by collectors.

“The Morgan being raffled has a special 
place in our hearts,” Spalding said. “Its sig-
nificance comes from the remarkable con-
dition of the coins and the coveted Carson 
City mint mark, which together make it one 
of the most desirable and story-rich Morgan 

dollars a collector 
can own.”

Beyond the raffle, 
Spalding said the 
hobby itself is see-
ing renewed growth, 
particularly among 
younger collectors.

“We are seeing 
growth in coin col-
lecting as a whole 

primarily driven by dig-
ital mediums,” he said, 
noting that private mar-
ketplace apps are draw-
ing younger collectors 
and families into the 
hobby.

For those who have in-
herited coins, he recom-
mends organizing them 

by denomination and year before bringing 
them to the show.

“Organize the collection if it’s not already. 
By denomination and years are a good 
start,” he said, adding that while valuable 
coins do surface, many inherited pieces are 
common and worth modest amounts.

As discussions occasionally surface about 
eliminating the penny, Spalding said such 
headlines can temporarily influence the 
market.

“At some point, that will die down, and the 
cents that have always been collected will 
continue to shine, such as the 1909-S VDB 
Lincoln cent,” he said, noting that billions of 
pennies remain in circulation and will contin-
ue to do so for decades.

“It’s really a fun day to meet new people 
and see some interesting coins,” he said.

The doors open at 9 a.m., and the event 
runs until 3 p.m. Contact Spalding at dspald-
ing2015@gmail.com.

By Brian Bokor

BRANDON COIN CLUB CELEBRATES 20 
YEARS WITH SPRING COIN SHOW

Daley & Associates
PrimeMed of Tampa Bay

Careglp.carevalidate.com/Partner/daley-life-wellness

Andrew Daley, MD 
Internal Medicine

Branded Weight Loss
Compounded Weight Loss
Skin Health & Wellness
Energy Rejuvenation
Hair Loss Solutions
Sexual Health & Wellness

Daley Life & Wellness
Your Road to Wellness Begins Here

813-530-0903
631 W. Lumsden Rd, Brandon, FL 33511

Fresh Floral Arrangements
Funerals    Green Plants

Balloons, Candy & Plush Animals
Custom Silk Arrangements

We Deliver Locally & Worldwide

Locally Owned & Operated

Voted Best of Brandon for 25 years!

bloomingdaleflorist.com
827 E. Bloomingdale Ave., Brandon, FL 33511

(813) 654-7304

Bloomingdale Florist
“Quality At Its Best”

(813)685-0502 | 702 W. Lumsden Rd. Brandon | www.laseptimacafe.com
Mon - Sat 11 am - 8 pm Closed Sunday

30 Years in Brandon!

$49.95 $49.95 

FAMILY MEALS
(Serves 4 to 6-Take Out Only)

All meals include: Yellow or white rice, black beans, onions,
salad & dressing, bread and a 2 liter soda

YOUR CHOICE OF PROTEIN:
Picadillo (2 lbs)

Ropa Vieja (2 lbs)
Lechon Asado (2 lbs)
Bistec Milanesa (4)

Breaded Palomilla Steak (4)
Pescado a la Rusa Fillet (4)

Baked Chicken (4 leg quarters)
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For the past 25 years, the 
Sylvia Thomas Center has 
kept the ‘forever’ in ‘forev-
er families’ by supporting 
adoptive and foster families 
in Hillsborough County. Over 
the years, the center has 
impacted the lives of over 
6,000 families in our area, 
and each year it actively 
touches 500-600 families.

The Sylvia Thomas Center 
provides assistance through case manage-
ment, support groups, training, respite ac-
tivities and advocacy. This ensures families 
in the area are supported with their needs.

There are support groups for both parents 
and children. For parents, Sylvia Thomas 
offers a group called Parents Empowering 
Parents Talk. There, virtually, on the third 
Thursday of each month, adoptive or foster 
parents chat with one another about their 
experiences, providing fellowship and guid-
ance. 

On February 23, the organization started 
a book club for parents. In the months of 
March and April, parents will dissect a book, 
The Simple Guide To Understanding Shame 

in Children, as anoth-
er way of connecting 
adoptive parents. 
Following the con-
clusion, parents will 
have the opportunity 
to join the next book 
club in June.  

“We find that the 
best thing that we 
can do is connect 
adoptive parents 
with other adoptive 
parents,” said the 
CEO, Mary Ann Ker-
shaw. 
As for the children, 

they meet on the third 
or fourth Thursday of 
each month to con-
verse with others their 
age who share similar 
journeys. There they 
are served pizza while 
making crafts and do-
ing other interactive 
activities. Those ages 

5-10 have a group named Forever Friends 
Kids Club, ages 11-15 have Tween Squad and 
ages 16-17 have Teen Scene.

In addition, coming up on Monday, March 
16, the Sylvia Thomas Center is having a 
‘Community Service Day’ for those ages 
14-17. On this day, teens who are in need 
of community service hours are invited to 
come do volunteer work.

The Sylvia Thomas Center is always ac-
cepting any donations to support the fami-
lies and the lives of their children. Its office is 
located at 500 Lithia Pinecrest Rd. in Bran-
don, and its website is https://sylviathoma-
scenter.org/, where any additional informa-
tion about its programs can be found. 

By Emily Harper 

SYLVIA THOMAS OFFERS SUPPORT FOR
LOCAL ADOPTIVE AND FOSTER FAMILIES

2109 Lithia Pinecrest Rd., Valrico 33596 • (office) 813-657-2418
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Appetizer with
any dinner entree.
Friday & Saturday

6pm-Close Teacher’s Happy Hour
Every Friday, 3-6 p.m.
All Teachers Receive
the Founder’s Family

Discount

ENTIRE
Purchase

ENTIRE Purchase

Take Out & Delivery

La Septima Cafe

Sunflower Cafe
813-65-SUSHI

Dine In ONLY
Note Available For To Go

Only valid with
regular menu.

With this coupon. Must
present before submitting
payment. Before tax. One
coupon per visit. Not valid

with other offers.

702 W Lumsden Rd. Brandon
Not Valid with any other
discounts, promotions or
coupons. No Cash Value.

Only valid with regular menu.
With this coupon. Must

present before submitting
payment. Before tax. One

coupon per visit. Not valid with
other offers.

Must present coupon. Not
valid with any other discounts.

No cash value.

10446 Stelling Dr.
Riverview

(in the Mission BBQ plaza)

10460 Stelling Dr.
Riverview

(in the Mission BBQ plaza)

10288 Causeway Blvd

1/2 Off

10% OFF

10% OFF LUNCH SPECIALS
EVERY DAY

FAMILY MEAL
SPECIALS

$49.95

Happy Hour 
Thursdays 4 - 6 pm

$5 Classic
Shakes

813-643-7777

ENTIRE Purchase

with any purchase

10% OFF

FREE
TACO

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN 
(never known to fail) 

O Most beautiful flowers of Mount Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, Blessed 
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me in my necessity. O Star of the 

Sea, help me and show me here you are my mother. O Holy Mary Mother of God,  
Queen of Heaven and Earth, I humbly beseech you from the bottom of my heart, to  
succeed me in my necessity (make request). There are none that can withstand your 
power. O Mary conceived without sin pray for us who have recourse to thee (three 

times). Holy Mary I place this cause in your hands (three times).  
Say this prayer for three consecutive days and then you must publish and it will be granted to you. 

T.O.C.M.B.



Page 8 Brandon/Winthrop Edition Volume 21, Issue 3

Your Next Career Opportunity 
Awaits

Job seekers in the area have a reason to 
celebrate. ECHO, in partnership with New 
Hope Church and Better Together, is host-
ing a community  job fair designed to con-
nect talent with opportunity on Tuesday, 
March 31, from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. This event 
promises a unique experience that goes 
beyond the typical  job  fair. Attendees will 
have the chance for face-to-face interviews 
with hiring managers from reputable com-
panies while also accessing 
valuable resources to ad-
vance their careers. Wheth-
er you’re searching for your 
first  job, looking to make 
a  career  change or  seek-
ing  new opportunities, this 
event is tailored for you. Em-
ployers are also encouraged 
to register and showcase 
their companies to a motivated pool of can-
didates.

For more details and to register as 
a  job  seeker or employer, visit https://
bettertogetherus.org/events/brandon-fl-
job-fair-hosted-by-new-hope-church/. New 
Hope Church is located at 121 N. Knights 
Ave. in Brandon.

Impact’s Got Talent
The Impact Program is now seeking tal-

ented students to audition for its annual 
Impact’’s Got Talent event, scheduled for 
Friday, April 24, at 6:30 p.m. at Fellow-
ship Baptist Church, with the grand-prize 
winner receiving $250. Auditions are open 
for grades K-12, including vocalists, actors, 
dancers (solo, duets and groups), musicians 
and anything else that sounds fun and en-
tertaining. All acts must be under three 
minutes. Auditions will be held on Sunday, 
March 29, from 1-5 p.m., at Dance Quest In-
ternational, located at 853 Lithia Pinecrest 
Rd. in Brandon. To schedule your audition, 
contact Jennifer Crum at crummiej2@
gmail.com or 863-661-3236.

All ticket sales benefit the Impact Pro-
gram, which promotes healthy lifestyles 
and relationships to teens, parents, teach-
ers and other youth leaders through class-
room education.

Fellowship Baptist Church is located at 

13515 U.S. 301 in Thonotosassa. For 
more information, visit www.whatisim-
pact.com. 

Experienced Autism Alliance 
Fundraiser At Voodoo 
Brewing Co.

Experienced Autism Alliance is 
hosting a music bingo fundraiser on 
Thursday, April 16, at Voodoo Brewing 
Co., located at 3432 SR 60 in Valrico. 
Sing, laugh and win prizes, all while 
supporting Autism Alliance. Proceeds 
from the event will help provide door 

alarms, locks and safety tools for families in 
our community. The doors open at 6 p.m., 
and bingo starts at 7 p.m. Tickets cost $25 
for five games of bingo; there will also be a 
raffle and prizes. Food and drink will also be 
available to purchase from Voodoo Brewing 
Co. Visit www.autismalliancefl.org for more 
information.

Ian Cribbs Named Finalist In Na-
tional Merit Scholarship Program

Ian Cribbs, a senior at Foundation Chris-
tian Academy, has been named a finalist in 

the National Merit Scholarship 
Program, one of the nation’s 
most prestigious academic 
competitions. Finalists are se-
lected based on exceptional 
PSAT scores, outstanding aca-
demic records, leadership, ex-
tracurricular involvement and 
a rigorous application process 
that includes an essay and a 
school recommendation.

Foundation Christian Academy President 
Jonathan Smith said, “Ian exemplifies the 
academic excellence, Christian character 
and dedication we strive to cultivate at 
Foundation Christian Academy.”

Easter Egg Drop And Family Fun 
Day

Hope  for the  Community, the outreach 
ministry of Living in Victory Christian 
Church, will host a free  community  Eas-
ter egg drop on Saturday, April 4, from 10 
a.m.-3 p.m. at the church, located at 1603 
Bloomingdale Ave. in Valrico. The event 
will include a helicopter egg drop for chil-
dren, carnival rides, games, giveaways, 
food, community vendors and more for the 
entire family.  This event is free and open to 
the community.

Shred-a-thon
Bring your confidential documents for 

shredding in a safe and secure manor to 
Bloomingdale Golfers Club, located at 4113 
Great Golfers Place in Valrico. The free 
community Shred-a-thon will take place on 
Saturday, March 28, from 9-11 a.m. and is 
sponsored by realtor Mary West; contact 
her at mary.west@kw.com or call 813-763-
9378. Please do not try shredding metal, 
lighters, trash or heavy plastics.

Compiled by Jenny Bennett
jbennett@ospreyobserver.com

Impact’s Got 
Talent, Easter 

Egg Drop, Music 
Bingo & More... The Sun Coast 

Scholarship Foun-
dation, a new non-
profit, is committed 
to enhancing access 
to quality education 
for students facing 
financial challenges. 
Through its scholar-
ship programs, it aims 
to empower students 
by providing them 
with financial resources to 
pursue higher education, thus 
enabling them to achieve 
their academic aspirations 
and contribute positively to 
their communities.

The Sun Coast Scholarship 
Foundation was born from a 
shared dream between Dr. 
Sterling and Rosa Jasper, two first-gener-
ation college graduates who experienced 
firsthand the transformative power of edu-
cation, mentorship and opportunity.

“With every degree earned, career mile-
stone reached, and door opened, we knew 
our success was never meant to end with 
us, it was meant to begin with others,” said 
Dr. Sterling Jasper.

Recently relocated to the Tampa area, 
the Jaspers bring with them decades of 
experience as a business owner and social 
worker respectfully. Their years of public 
service has allowed them to witness first-
hand the challenges faced by at‑risk teens 
striving to build a brighter future.

“Motivated by these experiences, we 
have launched our new nonprofit organiza-
tion, dedicated to helping youth transition 
successfully into college, careers and adult-

hood,” Dr. Ster-
ling Jasper said.

To kick off its 
mission, the or-
ganization will 
host a celebrity 
golf tournament 
on Friday, June 
19, at River Hills 
Country Club, 
located at 3943 
New River Hills 

Parkway in Valrico.
“All proceeds will ben-

efit Forgotten Angels of 
Florida, an organization 
whose mission closely 
aligns with ours,” Dr. 
Sterling Jasper said, 
“mentoring and guid-
ing teens who often feel 

overlooked as they enter adulthood.”
Forgotten Angels is a nonprofit which op-

erates more as a family to benefit children 
aging out of the foster care system, young 
adults who have aged out, at-risk teens and 
recently released incarcerated youths.

The Jaspers hope to bring awareness to 
their nonprofit and the work they are do-
ing.

“Our vision is to create a legacy of oppor-
tunity, one that doesn’t stop at scholarship 
awards but stretches into careers, leader-
ship and lives filled with purpose,” Jasper 
said. “Through education, mentorship and 
selfless service, we are committed to up-
lifting the next generation so they, too, can 
rise and reach back.”

Visit www.thesuncoastscholarshipfoun-
dation.org. The foundation is located at 867 
W. Bloomingdale Ave., #6104, in Brandon. 

By Libby Hopkins

SUN COAST SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION 
TO HOST GOLF TOURNAMENT BENEFITING 

LOCAL NONPROFIT FORGOTTEN ANGELS
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The Brandon 
Riverview Cham-
ber of Commerce 
is proud to an-
nounce its Com-
munity Health & 
Wellness Fair, tak-
ing place Satur-
day, May 16, from 
10 a.m.-2 p.m. at 
the Gardenville 
Park & Recreation 
Center, located at 
6219 Symmes Rd. 
in Gibsonton.

This free, fam-
ily-friendly event 
is designed to 
connect residents 
with valuable 
health, wellness 
and medical re-
sources while 
creating a fun 
and engaging experience for all ages. The 
fair will feature local health and wellness 
businesses, medical providers and commu-
nity organizations, along with interactive 
activities, on-site health screenings, food 
trucks, sports demonstrations and live en-
tertainment.

“Our Community Health & Wellness Fair 
is all about bringing people together and 
empowering our community with access 
to resources that support healthier, hap-
pier lives,” said the Brandon Riverview 
Chamber of Commerce President Amber 
Aaron. “From preventative care and fit-
ness to nutrition and mental wellness, this 
event offers something for everyone.”

The fair also provides an excellent oppor-
tunity for health and wellness businesses 

to showcase their 
services directly 
to families, indi-
viduals and deci-
sion-makers in the 
Brandon-River-
view area. Partic-
ipating businesses 
can build brand 
awareness, share 
expertise and 
form meaningful 
connections while 
supporting com-
munity well-being.

Businesses spe-
cializing in health-
care, fitness, nu-
trition, mental 
wellness, preven-
tative care and 
holistic services 
are encouraged to 
participate.

Community members are invited to 
attend at no cost, and businesses inter-
ested in showcasing their services can 
register online at https://web.centralhill-
sboroughchamber.com/events/Communi-
ty-Health-Wellness-Fair-63706/details.

Join the Brandon Riverview Chamber 
of Commerce for a high-energy, impactful 
event that educates, inspires and strength-
ens a healthier community.

About the Brandon Riverview Cham-
ber of Commerce: The Brandon Riverview 
Chamber of Commerce empowers busi-
nesses through opportunities for brand 
exposure, education and advocacy while 
fostering meaningful connections that 
strengthen the community and promote 
collaboration and growth.

Staff Report

CHAMBER BRINGS HEALTH, FITNESS 
AND FUN TOGETHER AT MAY 16 FAIR

Dry cleaning
that suits you

20% OFF
Dry cleaning order

OODC20

20% OFF
Comforters & rugs

OOFTR20

24/7 drop-off & pick-up, carside dervice,
doorstep delivery, wash & fold laundry.

% %

Present coupon at drop-off. Not valid on wash & fold, 
laundry, household items, fur, suede, leather, wedding, or 
alterations. Participating locations only. No combining 
with other coupons. One-time use expires 6/30/25.

Present coupon at drop-off. Comforters and rugs 
only. No specialty fabrics, leather, fure, or suede. 
Participating locations only. No combining with other 
coupons. One-time use expires 6/30/25.

1928 East Bloomingdale Ave. (813) 662-4243 
1529 South Dale Mabry Hwy. (813) 251-2234
My.TideCleaners.com | Scan to get the app!

4/15/2026. 4/15/2026.

24/7 drop-off & pick-up, carside service,
doorstep delivery, wash & fold laundry.
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largest audience these 
kids have ever played for 
by a landslide,” Jacob 
said.

The band played a 
15-minute set of stand 
tunes, including “Fly 
Like an Eagle,” “Life is a 
Highway,” “Disco Infer-
no,” “Big Ballin’,” “Pow-
er,” “Pon de Replay” and 
“Swag Surfin’.” 

Senior drum major Key-
lan Greene said what he 
enjoyed most was playing 

in front of such a large crowd.
“I enjoyed showing off the band’s ef-

forts of how hard we’ve worked in front 
of thousands of people,” Greene said. 

Country music star and three-time 
Grammy Award winner Miranda Lambert 
was the headline performer for the pre-
race concert. Comedian Nate Bargatze 
served as grand marshal and actor Kurt 
Russell was an honorary pace driver.

To learn more about the Brandon 
High School Marching Eagles band, vis-
it www.brandonhsbands.com or email 
directly to Veronica Jacob at veronica.
jacob@hcps.net.

Brandon High School’s Marching Ea-
gles band performed ahead of the 68th 
annual Daytona 500 in February. The 
band played in the infield grass near the 
finish line at the Daytona International 
Speedway.

The 2026 Daytona 500 was sold out 
for the 11th year in a row with an atten-
dance of approximately 150,000 people. 
The Marching Eagles kicked off the pre-
race ceremony, thrilling fans waiting for 
the Great American Race with popular 
rock-oriented songs.

Peyton Jones, NASCAR group sales 
manager, said Brandon’s band brought 
energy and excitement to the prerace 
festivities.

“As one of the few bands selected for 
the opportunity to perform before the 
race, they truly made the moment spe-
cial. Not only was it a tremendous per-
formance by the students, but it was 
also a great way to begin the day and 
welcome fans from around the world to 
the World Center of Racing,” Jones said.

Brandon’s director of bands, Veronica 
Jacob, said playing at the Daytona 500 
was a tremendous opportunity for the 

students to shine in front of the larg-
est audience they have ever played for. 
Previous large events include football 
games and marching band music per-
formance assessments, both of which 
may have a couple of thousand people in 
attendance. From the moment the band 
arrived and drove under the track to the 
infield, the students were taken aback 
by how many people were there. Jacob 
said it was bigger than she expected as 
well.

“I am proud of them. This was the 

MARCHING EAGLES TAKE THE SPOTLIGHT AT SOLD-OUT DAYTONA 500
By Jane Owen 

Main Office: 108 S. St. Cloud Ave, Valrico
Hours: 6am - 6 pm

Fax (813)685-3607 | brandonpestcontrol@tampabay.rr.com

Serving: Clearwater - Tampa - Orlando - Plant City

BRANDON TERMITE
& PEST CONTROL

BRANDON TERMITE
& PEST CONTROL

#1 BUG MUGGERS
Termidor 10 Year Guarantee Against Subterranean Termites

SINCE 1973

For a FREE ESTIMATE
call (813)685-7711

813.535.0693  |  FloatingSpringsacu.com
500 Vonderburg Dr. 214C West

If you don’t see your condition listed let’s connect and see what acupuncture can do for you.

You’re just a poke away from balanced health! 

Dr. Ashley Carlson 
Acupuncture Physician 

Private room consultation & treatment

Services Offered:
Acupuncture | Cupping | Injection Therapy

Vitamin Injections | Herbal Consult 
Conditions Treated: 

Chronic Pain | Sciatica | Sports Injury | Tendonitis 
Digestive Issues | Heartburn | Headaches

Migraines | IBS  | Nausea | Vomiting | And Many More! 
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SULLIVAN ASPHALT SEALERS
30 years of serving customers!

Residential & Commercial

Sealer Hand-Applied
Cracks and Pot Holes Filled

Veterans’ Discounts
Free Quotes

(813) 394-0915

HOME INSPECTOR

Florida License #HI18082

(813) 860-8374
ApexSightSolutions.com

admin@apexsightsolutions.com

SERVICES: 
• Standard Home Inspection

• 4 Point
• Wind Mitigation
• 203k Consulting

Vision with Purpose, Integrity from Above.

Veteran Owned

Residential and Commercial 
(813)716-9196 

TNTtermiteandpestcontrol.com 
LOCAL & FAMILY OWNED 

“DYNAMITE CUSTOMER SERVICE”

PEST CONTROLPEST CONTROL

(813) 468-8574

PEST CONTROLASPHALT SEALCOATING

Notice Under Fictitious Name Law Pursuant to Section 865.09, Florida Statutes

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the undersigned, desiring to engage in business under 
the fictitious name of Bulk Any Budget Chemical Distributor OR Bulk ABC Dist 

OR BABCD located at 5707 Tanagerlake Road,  in Hillsborough County,
in the city of Lithia, FL 33547 intends to register said name with the Division of 

Corporations of the  Florida Department of State, Tallahassee, Florida.
Dated at Valrico, Florida this 18th day of March 2026

Owner: Bryon R. Aven
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Community 
members and 
local leaders 
gathered on 
February 18 
to celebrate 
the grand 
opening of 
Mindful Chiro-
practic during 
a ribbon-cut-
ting ceremo-
ny hosted by 
the Brandon 
Riverview Chamber of Commerce. The 
event welcomed the practice as one of 
the chamber’s newest members while 
highlighting its commitment to improv-
ing health and wellness in the community.

The celebration brought together cham-
ber ambassadors, local professionals and 
supporters who came to congratulate li-
censed chiropractor Dr. Maria Medina on 
the opening of her practice in Brandon. 
Located at 920 W. Lumsden Rd., the new 
office focuses on whole-body care and 
nervous system health through modern, 
evidence-based chiropractic techniques.

Mindful Chiropractic was founded on 
the belief that feeling good in one’s body 
should be a normal part of life. The prac-
tice emphasizes neurological chiropractic 
care and personalized treatment plans 
designed to help patients move better, 
reduce stress and restore balance in the 
body. Patients are welcomed into a calm 
and supportive environment where ap-
pointments focus on individualized care 
and meaningful patient connection.

Dr. Medina’s path into chiropractic care 
began with a personal experience that ul-
timately shaped her career and philoso-
phy of healing. A graduate of Life Univer-

sity, she 
d i s c o v -
ered chi-
ropractic 
after re-
c ove r i n g 
from a 
s e r i o u s 
injury and 
w i t n e s s -
ing the 
b o d y ’ s 
ability to 
heal when 

the nervous system is properly support-
ed.

“Through chiropractic care, I saw how 
the body can restore balance and recon-
nect with its natural ability to heal,” said 
Dr. Medina. “That experience changed 
the way I understood health and inspired 
me to create a space where people feel 
heard, supported and cared for.”

During the ceremony, Melissa Canfield, 
ambassador for the Brandon Riverview 
Chamber of Commerce, presented a proc-
lamation recognizing the milestone and 
officially declaring February 18 as Mind-
ful Chiropractic Day.

Dr. Medina also expressed gratitude 
to the family members, friends and com-
munity supporters who helped bring the 
practice to life.

“This is a space that has taken quite a 
bit to build from the ground up,” said Dr. 
Medina. “Let this be a place for healing, 
love and support for the community.”

Mindful Chiropractic serves individuals 
and families throughout the Brandon area 
with a focus on compassionate, mindful 
care that supports long-term wellness. 
More information about the practice can 
be found at www.mindfulchirofl.com.

By Olivia Clark

MINDFUL CHIROPRACTIC OPENS 
DOORS FOR NEW WELLNESS CLINIC

The following symptoms may start gradually and then worsen:

SEMINAR TOPIC

NEUROPATHY TREATMENT BREAKTHROUGHS

TWO AVAILABLE DATES:              March 31  at 11:00 AM st

              April 7  at 4:30 PM th

CALL OR SCAN TODAY TO
MAKE YOUR RESERVATION.

• Numbness
• Diabetic nerve pain
• Sharp, electric-like pain
• Burning or tingling
• Muscle weakness
• Difficulty sleeping from
   leg or foot discomfort
• Sensitivity to touch
• Pain when walking

- Beau T.

NEUROPATHY?
“My feet used to get very
cold at night and have poor
feeling. I saw the doctors
and can now sleep better at
night. I would recommend
anyone with neuropathy to
do the program at FL
Neuropathy.”

NON-SURGICAL, DRUG-FREE
TREATMENT FOR

PERIPHERAL NEUROPATHY

DISCOVER THE LATEST BREAKTHROUGH THAT CAN
RELIEVE PAIN AND NUMBNESS CAUSED BY NEUROPATHY
If you are experiencing debilitating pain, numbness, or
tingling, these symptoms may be caused by neuropathy.
Peripheral Neuropathy is a common condition that affects
over 20 million Americans and, when properly identified, may
be treated without drugs or surgery.

HOW DO YOU KNOW IF YOU HAVE PERIPHERAL NERVE DAMAGE?

“I can actually
sleep at night.”

(813) 993-4993

EVENT SPONSORED BY:

GUEST SPEAKER:
SEATING IS LIMITED

Dr. Chad Polley, DC, BCPN

(1721 W Brandon Blvd)

What REALLY causes peripheral neuropathy
Dangers associated with medications typically
prescribed for peripheral neuropathy
How to stop nerve damage before irreversible effects

You will discover:

How our revolutionary protocol provides outstanding
results for sufferers of peripheral neuropathy

FREE MEAL ON US
NO OBLIGATION

– OR –

LOCATION: Tibby’s New Orleans Kitchen

$40 OFF BRAKES
Includes Free Brake Inspection

Not to be combined with any other offer.
Only valid at Riverview, FL - Boyette location.

Not to be combined with any other offer.
Only valid at Riverview, FL - Boyette location. 1/31/2024

1/31/2024

2/29/2024

2/29/2024

4/30/2026

4/30/2026

10524 CR 672  l  813-499-0884  l  NOW OPEN! 
11690 Boyette Rd, Riverview  l  813-499-9606

$40 OFF BRAKES
Includes Free Brake Inspection

Not to be combined with any other offer.
Only valid at Riverview, FL - Boyette location.

Not to be combined with any other offer.
Only valid at Riverview, FL - Boyette location. 1/31/2024

1/31/2024

2/29/2024

2/29/2024

Not to be combined with any other offer.
Only valid at Riverview FL - Boyette & CR 672 locations.

Not to be combined with any other offer.
Only valid at Riverview FL - Boyette & CR 672 locations.
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Want to get 
away somewhere 
close to nature, 
with plenty of room 
to relax and just 
feet away from a 
wide array of rec-
reational opportu-
nities?  Booking a 
spot at one of Hill-
sborough County’s 
almost 200 camp-
sites in three of its 
most popular conservation parks 
just got a lot easier. 

The county has unveiled a new 
online reservation system, which 
means that prospective camp-
ers no longer need to arrive early 
and in person to reserve a spot at 
Edward Medard, E.G. Simmons, or Lith-
ia Springs Conservation Parks.  The online 
system allows campers to see when and 
where vacant campsites are available and 
to reserve and pay for the specific site(s) 
up to six months in advance. Additionally, 
campers can search for sites with the ame-
nities they desire, including electricity, wa-
ter, picnic tables, grills and campfire rings.

Camping fees remain the same: $24 per 
site per night, $18 for those ages 55-64 
and $12 for Hillsborough County residents 
ages 65 and older.  All three conservation 
parks allow for both RV and tent camping.

In addition to camping, these conserva-
tion parks offer many other distinct ameni-
ties. Edward Medard Conservation Park, lo-
cated at 6140 Turkey Creek Rd. in Plant City, 
is home to a 700-acre reservoir, observa-
tion tower, hiking trails, a disc golf course, 
picnic shelters and a large playground 
area. Lithia Springs Conservation Park, lo-
cated at 3932 Lithia Springs Rd. in Lithia, 

includes picnic 
shelters, hik-
ing trails, ca-
noe rentals, an 
ADA-accessi-
ble playground 
and pictur-
esque views 
of the Alafia 
River.  The 
centerp iece 
of the park is 
a large fresh-
water spring 
that is popular 
with swim-
mers year-
round.  E.G. 
S i m m o n s 
C o n s e r v a -

tion Park,  located  at 2401 19th  Ave.  NW 
in  Ruskin,  borders Tampa Bay and offers 
a large boat ramp facility, canoe/kayak 
rentals, a beach and swimming area, pic-
nic shelters, fishing areas, two playgrounds 
and 200 acres of mangroves reserved for a 
bird and wildlife sanctuary. 

The following number of campsites are 
available: 

• E.G. Simmons Park, 103 sites.
• Lithia Springs Park, 45 sites.
• Edward Medard Park, 43 sites.
RV campers are limited to stays of 30 

consecutive days per park; tent campers 
can stay up to 14 days within a 30-day 
period. A maximum of two dogs or cats is 
allowed. Also, the individual who reserved 
the campsite must be physically present at 
check-in. 

For more information  regarding  camp-
ing options at Hillsborough County’s con-
servation parks, please visit www.hcfl.
gov/camping.

Staff Report

HILLSBOROUGH UNVEILS NEW ONLINE 
SYSTEM TO RESERVE CAMPING SPOTS
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Eye Exam

$35
with rebate

Must bring in coupon at time of service. Expires  4-30-2026 

The patient. and any other person responsible for payment has a right to refuse to pay, cancel payment or be reimbursed for payment for any other service, examination or treatment which is performed as a result within 72 hours of responding to the ad for the free, discounted fee, or reduced fee, exam or treatment.

a Complete Pair
of Eyeglasses

$100 OFF
Some restrictions apply. Most Prescriptions.

Not valid with any other offers.  Expires 4-30-2026 

month supply
starter kit
with exam 

Contacts

VALRICO RIVERVIEW
(813) 653-2244 (813) 672-8100 (813) 634-6344

$1497
Some restrictions apply.

Not valid with any other offers.  Expires 4-30-2026 

Progressive
No-Line Bifocals

$99
Some restrictions apply. Clear.

Not valid with any other offers.  Expires 4-30-2026 

LA
FITNESS

CRACKER
BARREL

DOLLAR
GENERAL

SUN HILL
OPTICAL

PUBLIXPEP
BOYS

SUN HILL
OPTICAL

EMERGENCY
SQUAD

SAV-A-LOT
1601 Rickenbacker Dr. Suite 8

POST
OFFICE

SUN HILL
OPTICAL

SUN HILL OPTICAL
Our office accepts many

Insurance Plans so we ask
that you contact our staff

who will research and verify
your insurance coverage.

Se habla español 
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Who are your beneficiaries? 
Don’t leave it to chance. If you want to make sure your  
assets are distributed according to your wishes when  
you pass away, it’s important to review your beneficiary 
designations regularly.

Major changes to tax laws or major life events such as 
marriage, divorce, birth, adoption or a death in the family 
could mean a change is needed.

Why is it important to designate beneficiaries?

Designating beneficiaries is one of the easiest and most direct 
ways for you to pass along your assets to the people and/or 
organizations that mean the most to you. Beneficiary 
designations may also help avoid probating your assets  
upon your death.

We can work with you and your estate-planning team to 
ensure your account registrations and beneficiary 
designations support your wishes.

Questions you should consider before making or updating 
your beneficiary designations include:

• Who are my current primary and contingent beneficiaries?
• Do my current beneficiary designations reflect my wishes?
• Do I have any accounts without beneficiary designations that I 

want to update?
•  Have I discussed any beneficiary special needs and the legal 
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estate-planning team? 

• Are there any default beneficiary designations I need to be 
aware of contained in my retirement account’s custodial 
agreement, insurance policy or annuity contract, or 529 plan 
prospectus?

I would be happy to sit down with you to discuss your current 
beneficiaries and potential next steps.

Please call or stop by today to schedule an appointment.

Edward Jones, its employees and financial advisors are not estate planners and cannot provide tax 
or legal advice. You should consult your estate-planning attorney or qualified tax advisor regarding 
your situation.

Adam M benAbram
Financial Advisor
10312 W Bloomingdale Ave
Suite 105
Riverview, FL 33578
813-626-3052

EST-6892G-A EXP 30 NOV 2026 © 2026 EDWARD D. JONES & CO., L.P. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. AECSPAD 27790863
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The Rotary Club 
of Tampa will host 
its second annu-
al Legacy Golf 
Tournament on 
Monday, April 20, 
at Carrollwood 
Country Club, 
bringing together 
golfers, business-
es and community 
supporters to benefit Rotary’s Camp Florida.

The event celebrates the lasting impact of 
the J. Arthur Turner family within the Ro-
tary club and the broader community while 
raising funds for critical improvements at 
the camp. Organizers said this year’s tour-
nament will focus on helping build a new in-
firmary at Camp Florida, an ADA-compliant 
camp that serves children and adults with 
health and developmental challenges.

“Together, we will ensure the camp’s im-
pact for decades to come as we continue to 
honor the Turner family legacy,” organizers 
said in tournament materials.

The fundraiser builds on the success of 
last year’s inaugural event, which raised 
nearly $48,000 for Camp Florida. Those 
funds helped repair or replace six HVAC 
units, install new AED units and address 
multiple roof leaks across the property.

The camp, located in the Brandon area, 
hosts numerous nonprofit organizations 
that serve children and adults with medical 
needs and disabilities. Groups such as the 
1Voice Foundation and Faces of Courage 
Foundation regularly use the camp for re-
treats, camps and therapeutic programs.

A recently compiled list of needs from 
camp user groups highlights the importance 
of continued improvements across the 
property. Priorities include upgrades to the 
infirmary, safer windows in the children’s 

cabins, ac-
cessibi l i ty 
i m p r o v e -
ments to 
recreation 
areas and 
updates to 
the kitchen 
and dining 
facilities.

P l a n s 
for the new infirmary would help address 
many current needs while placing medical 
services closer to the center of camp activi-
ties, where most injuries or health concerns 
occur.

Community support will play a key role 
in making those improvements possible. 
Sponsorship opportunities range from the 
$10,000 Legacy Sponsor level to several 
$1,000 options, including hole sponsors, 
beverage cart sponsors, contest sponsors 
and driving range sponsors. Additional op-
portunities include breakfast, lunch and 
auction sponsorships.

Businesses and individuals may also par-
ticipate by registering a foursome for $600 
or signing up as an individual golfer for 
$150.

Proceeds from the tournament will go di-
rectly toward improvements that will allow 
Camp Florida to continue providing accessi-
ble outdoor experiences for generations of 
campers to come.

The club will also host a lunch and learn 
to educate the community about the camp 
on Tuesday, April 28, from 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. 
at Rotary’s Camp Florida, located at 1915 
Camp Rd. in Brandon, with lunch from Beef 
’O’ Brady’s on Kings Avenue and sponsored 
by ABC Events.

For more information, visit www.rotary-
cluboftampa.org.

Staff Report

Members of the Tampa Bay Group of the 
Sierra Club recently gathered for a virtual 
Conservation Committee meeting to dis-
cuss several environmental issues affecting 
Hillsborough County and the Greater Tam-
pa Bay region. The discussion focused on 
topics rang-
ing from land 
development 
and energy 
affordabi l i -
ty to waste 
management 
and state leg-
islation that could influence local environ-
mental protections.

One of the issues on the agenda was the 
proposed Skyway Cruise Port. Environmen-
tal advocates continue to monitor large-
scale infrastructure proposals along Tampa 
Bay’s waterfront due to potential impacts 
on coastal ecosystems, water quality and 
marine habitats. Projects of this scale of-
ten require extensive review to ensure they 
align with conservation goals and regional 
planning efforts. 

Land-use planning and rezoning in Hills-
borough County was also part of the discus-
sion. Rapid growth throughout the county 
has increased pressure on natural areas, 
wetlands and wildlife habitats. Sierra Club 
members frequently review rezoning pro-
posals and development projects to deter-
mine whether they may affect environmen-
tally sensitive lands or nearby conservation 
areas.

Energy affordability and access were an-
other focus. The Hillsborough Affordable 
Energy Coalition, a community-based ini-
tiative referenced in the group’s newsletter, 
works to ensure residents have access to re-

liable and reasonably priced energy. The co-
alition encourages community engagement 
and advocacy aimed at promoting energy 
policies that benefit both residents and the 
environment.

Waste reduction and incineration initia-

tives were also listed among the topics. En-
vironmental groups across Florida continue 
to evaluate alternatives to traditional waste 
disposal methods, including incineration, 
which can raise concerns about emissions 
and long-term environmental impacts. 
Sierra Club members often advocate for 
expanded recycling, waste reduction strat-
egies and sustainable materials manage-
ment.

In addition to local issues, the meeting 
highlighted several pieces of state legisla-
tion that could affect conservation efforts. 
Proposed bills related to water regulation, 
conservation land transparency and en-
vironmental oversight remain important 
areas of attention for environmental advo-
cates. Members regularly monitor such leg-
islation to understand how it may influence 
local decision-making and environmental 
protections in the Tampa Bay area.

Through meetings, educational outreach 
and community engagement, the Sierra 
Club Tampa Bay Group continues to encour-
age residents to stay informed and involved 
in environmental issues that affect the re-
gion’s natural resources and quality of life.

By Olivia Clark

ROTARY TAMPA GOLF TOURNAMENT 
TO BENEFIT CAMP FLORIDA

LAND USE, ENERGY AFFORDABILITY AND 
WASTE REDUCTION AMONG KEY TOPICS

FOR LOCAL SIERRA CLUB MEMBERS
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Scan to Find More Locations 
Throughout Tampa Bay

TGH Imaging provides 
screening and diagnostic 
expertise in a wide 
range of technologically 
advanced imaging 
services to get you the 
answers you’ve been 
looking for. We offer 
convenient locations near 
you in Brandon, Riverview, 
and Sun City Center.

(813) 489-5120

30 YEARS OF EXPERTISE

TGHimaging.com
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Celebrate America’s 250th birthday at 
the Tampa Bay Rodeo & Family Festival, 
presented by Bartow Ford, on Friday and 
Saturday, April 10-11, at the Hillsborough 
County Fairgrounds. Tampa’s thrill-packed 
spring tradition delivers two action-packed 
nights of full rodeo competition, featuring 
bull riding, bronco busting, barrel racing, 
calf roping and more. 
The event also hon-
ors the brave men 
and women in law 
enforcement, fire and 
rescue who serve and 
safeguard our com-
munities.  

In honor of local po-
lice officers, firefight-
ers and rescue per-
sonnel, a charitable 
donation will be made 
to Off-Road United, a 
nonprofit foundation 
dedicated to sup-
porting the well-being of first responders 
in the Tampa Bay area. Complimentary 
tickets have also been distributed through 
local first responder organizations, which 
will also participate on-site with vendor 
booths. Blue-line and red-line flags will fly 
high above the entrance in tribute to those 
who serve this community.  

This year’s Family Festival expands its 
animal experience with more than 100 
animals and an exciting new attraction. 
Camels, goats — including more than 20 
babies — pigs, a monkey and an elephant 
join lions and tigers as part of the festival’s 
growing animal lineup.  New this year, the 
Tiger Encounter offers a live viewing and 
feeding experience where guests can learn 
about tiger behavior and conservation from 

trained handlers. Together, the animals cre-
ate a lively attraction that gives families 
a chance to get up close to majestic crea-
tures from around the world.

Guests can arrive early for the Family 
Festival to enjoy delicious food and inter-
active fun. Festival favorites include corn 
dogs, barbecue, tacos, funnel cake and hot-

pressed Cuban sand-
wiches paired with re-
freshing beverages or 
ice-cold beer. Visitors 
can test their skills on 
the mechanical bull, 
try ax throwing, soar 
on the bungee tram-
poline, race down the 
giant slide and chal-
lenge friends to corn-
hole and giant Jenga. 
Guests can also climb 
aboard a monster 
truck or even take a 
ride on a camel.

When the sun goes down, the spotlight 
shifts to the rodeo arena, where superfans 
can upgrade their tickets to the new VIP 
Rodeo Section. VIP tickets include admis-
sion and premium reserved bleacher seat-
ing near the bucking chutes, along with 
exclusive access to a private bar, a Luxe re-
stroom trailer, complimentary snacks and 
sponsor giveaways (while supplies last), 
additional security and a designated non-
smoking area. Gates open at 4:30 p.m., and 
the rodeo competition begins at 7 p.m.

The Tampa Bay Rodeo & Family Festival, 
presented by Bartow Ford, is a communi-
ty event featuring local vendors and area 
sponsors.

For more information and tickets, please 
visit www.tamparodeo.com/.

Staff Report
Get ready to ‘Let 

the Good Times 
Roll’ while you re-
fresh your home 
and personal style 
for spring at the 
region’s most popu-
lar shopping event, 
Vintage Market 
Days of Greater 
Tampa, happening 
from Friday to Sun-
day, April 10-12, at 
the Florida Straw-
berry Festival Fair-
grounds. 

For three days, 
the fairgrounds 
transform into 
a vintage shop-
ping party — now 
with more vintage 
clothing and more 
vintage home de-
cor and furniture. 
Plus, it is packed 
with original art, 
repurposed trea-
sures, handcrafted 
jewelry, furniture, 
food trucks and live music. Shoppers will 
find more than 100 vendors with all new 
sourced goods ready for you to discover. 

Vintage Market Days doesn’t just 
bring families and friends together for a 
weekend of fun experiences. This spring, 
it supports the Plant City First United 
Methodist Youth Ministry. 

Bring your besties, shop local and dis-
cover unique finds you won’t see any-
where else.

The event will be held at the Florida 
Strawberry Festival Fairgrounds in the 

Grimes Building 
and Astin Pavil-
ion, located at 
2508 W. Oak Ave. 
in Plant City. It 
will be open from 
10 a.m.-4 p.m. on 
Friday and Sat-
urday and from 
11 a.m.-3 p.m. on 
Sunday.

Ticket prices 
start at $5, with 
VIP and group 
passes available. 
Kids 12 and un-
der are free. Tick-

ets are available 
online and at the 
gate. For tickets 
and more infor-
mation, visit www.
v in tagemarket -
days.com/market/
metro-tampa/.

About Vintage 
Market Days

Vintage Mar-
ket Days is an up-
scale vintage and 

vintage-inspired indoor/outdoor market 
featuring original art, antiques, cloth-
ing, jewelry, handmade treasures, home 
decor, outdoor furnishings, consumable 
yummies, seasonal plantings and a little 
more. 

The market is a three-day event held 
two times a year in various communi-
ties throughout the United States. Each 
Vintage Market Days event is a unique 
opportunity for vendors to display their 
talents and passions in different venues 
throughout the country. 

Staff Report

TAMPA BAY RODEO & FAMILY FESTIVAL 
GALLOPS INTO HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY 

FAIRGROUNDS APRIL 10 & 11

VINTAGE MARKET DAYS RETURNS TO
PLANT CITY FOR A GOOD CAUSE

Photo credit: Vintage Market Days ®

A P O L L O P O O L S . N E T

Built By Our Family. Made For Yours.

813-689-5197

Call Your Local Pool Experts!
Proudly Serving All Of
Hillsborough County!

TRUST LOCAL
Call today to schedule your complimentary
consultation on a new custom swimming pool,
backyard renovation, or weekly maintenance!

TRANSFORM YOUR POOL!
We Specialize In Remodeling & Resurfacing
Existing Pools, Landscapes & Hardscapes!
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3,200+ Homes Sold | 2,800+ 5 Star Reviews

TonyBaroni.com  | @tonybaroniteam

3,200+ Homes Sold | 2,800+ 5 Star Reviews

TonyBaroni.com  | @tonybaroniteam

SOLD SOLD SOLD SOLD

SOLD SOLD SOLD

We have the proven track record to make it happen.
Your neighbors trusted us — and we delivered.

You Deserve a 5-Star

Real Estate Experience! 

Find out what your home
is REALLY worth

11721 GILMERTON DR
RIVERVIEW, FL

$755,000

11505 HERON HILLS LN
RIVERVIEW, FL

$1,110,000

10114 ALLENWOOD DR,
RIVERVIEW, FL

$345,000

6308 KNOB TREE DR
LITHIA, FL
$790,000

1909 DOVE FIELD PL
BRANDON, FL

$390,000

3125 BENT CREEK DR
VALRICO, FL

$380,895

16809 HAWKGLEN PL
LITHIA, FL
$360,000

502 SPORTSMAN PARK DR
SEFFNER, FL

$525,000

11802 TWILIGHT DARNER PL
RIVERVIEW, FL

$425,000

4526 PORTOBELLO CIR
VALRICO, FL

$475,000

3805 CLIFFDALE DR
VALRICO, FL 

$535,000

 3004 ROYAL TUSCAN LN
VALRICO, FL

$215,000

SOLD

SOLD SOLD SOLD SOLD
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Bank of Central Florida’s focus 
on team-supported service and 
entrepreneurial solutions are how 
we serve clients best.

Secure, Optimized Cash Flow 

Management

Personalized Products and 

Services for All Your Financial 

and Treasury Needs

Asset Risk Strategy 
Development with Relationship 
Management Team Support

As a part of our expansion plan, Bank of Central Florida 
continues to grow in Hillsborough County with our 

newly-opened Loan Production Office in Brandon, FL.

Introducing the New Brandon 
Team at Bank of Central Florida

To connect with the Brandon team, scan the  
QR code or visit bankofcentralflorida.com 
for more information.

Lauren Fernandez
Tampa Bay  

Market Executive

lauren.fernandez@bocfl.com

Robert Cobb
East Hillsborough  

Team Leader

robert.cobb@bocfl.com

Jeff Campbell
Commercial  

Relationship Manager

jeff.campbell@bocfl.com

Brandon – Loan Production Office

513 Westbrook Avenue, Suite 104

Brandon, FL 33511

Phone: (813) 409-3600

Lobby Hours: By Appointment Only
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Honoring the service and sacrifices of 
women who have worn uniforms of the 
United States military is the profound 
goal of a dedicated group of veterans 
who seek to establish such a monument 
at Hillsborough County’s Veterans Memo-
rial Park.

Gathering together in person at special 
events and online under the Facebook 
banner of Women Veterans Monument - 
Hillsborough County, this group is begin-
ning the process of bringing to fruition 
a tribute honoring their sisters-in-arms, 
from the Revolutionary War to the on-
going missions of today, with a physical 
presence at Veterans Memorial Park.

A statement released by the group 
reads: “The most important thing about 
our project is that Women have served 
in this nation’s military for 250 years 
from battlefield followers and nurses in 
the Revolutionary War to fully integrat-
ed members of every branch of military 
service. Women veterans often believe 
that their service was ‘just a job’ or un-
remarkable unless they were the ‘first’ to 
accomplish a specific feat. This project 
highlights that every woman who served 
proudly, whether in a combat role, sup-

porting the war 
effort or pro-
viding medical 
care, is deserving 
of recognition. 
Women veterans 
remain underrep-
resented in public 
commemoration. 
To help rectify 
this, Hillsborough 
County seeks to 
honor all women 
who served, re-
gardless of wheth-

er their role was glamorous or ‘first,’ en-
suring their service, stories and sacrifices 
are recognized and remembered.”

A monument of gratitude and respect 
for women veterans in Hillsborough 
County would be among others through-
out the country and state, such as the 
national Military Women’s Memorial in 
Washington, D.C., and the Women Vet-
erans Monuments at Veterans’ Park in 
Okaloosa County that memorialize eight 
notable women veterans from through-
out America’s history.

Information about the effort to estab-
lish a monument to women veterans can 
be found at the Women Veterans Mon-
ument - Hillsborough County Facebook 
page, which is also a source of informa-
tion for other events, such as fundraisers, 
teas and luncheons, as well as topics of 
interest to women veterans. 

The Hillsborough County Veterans 
Memorial Park and Rear Admiral LeRoy 
Collins, Jr., Veterans Museum is located 
at 3602 N. U.S. 301 in Tampa. The park 
is open daily from 7 a.m.-5 p.m., and the 
museum is open from Monday to Satur-
day, 10 a.m.-3 p.m.

By Brad Stager

EFFORT UNDERWAY TO HONOR WOMEN 
VETERANS WITH MONUMENT

For five de-
cades, the First 
Baptist Brandon 
Ladies Tennis 
League has pro-
vided women in 
the community 
the opportunity 
to stay active 
and grounded in 
faith.

Founded in 
1977 by church 
member Jane 
Carter, the 
league began 
after Carter no-
ticed that the church had a tennis court 
on its property that was rarely used. She 
placed a notice on the church bulletin of-
fering to teach any women interested in 
learning the game. After helping several be-
ginners develop their skills, Carter realized 
they needed a reason to keep playing, which 
led to the creation of the tennis league.

The league initially played at a private 
tennis club and quickly grew in populari-
ty. As membership expanded, additional 
courts were needed, and the group began 
using facilities such as Bloomingdale East 
and Bloomingdale West. Over the years, 
matches have also been held at Brandon 
Swim and Tennis Club, Maharaj Tennis Club 
on Valrico Road and Hidden Palms Tennis 
Club.

Today, the league plays on Tuesdays at 
Buckhorn Springs Racquet Club and has 36 
members ranging in age from their 40s to 
their 80s. The group is organized into three 
teams of 12 players, each led by a captain, 
with additional women on a waiting list 

who hope 
to join when 
openings be-
come avail-
able.

One tra-
dition that 
sets the 
league apart 
is its focus 
on faith and 
fellowship.

“We al-
ways pray 
b e f o r e 
we play,” 
said Dee 

Grantham, who oversees the league. “This 
is an opportunity to pray for our members 
and their family needs. We have very good 
competition, but winning is secondary to 
supporting and caring for one another.”

Unlike many leagues, members do not 
travel to compete at other clubs. The league 
also welcomes players with a wide range of 
skill levels.

“This league creates a circle of friendship 
that adds fun, a sense of belonging and 
great exercise,” said one member. “Spiri-
tually, the league provides a time for us to 
pray with and for teammates and encour-
age each other in our faith.”

Another participant said the league came 
at the perfect time in her life.

“Being on this tennis league reminds me 
of God’s gifts, giving us a few hours to exer-
cise our bodies, enjoy each other’s company 
and lift each other up in prayer,” she said.

Women interested in joining the First 
Baptist Brandon Ladies Tennis League can 
contact Grantham at 813-760-9557.

By Olivia Clark

COMMUNITY TENNIS LEAGUE BLENDS 
EXERCISE, PRAYER AND FELLOWSHIP 

FOR BRANDON WOMEN

The First Baptist Brandon Ladies Tennis League, founded in 
1977, brings together women of various ages and skill levels for 

friendly competition and community connection.

Independent Living
With Complimentary Services

Assisted Living
“Tessera Brandon...living your lifestyle.”

Memory Care
“Living the present...cherishing the past.”

Home feels like to me

Call for details and pricing!
813-607-6880

Assisted Living Facility #AL13150

TesseraBrandon.com | 1320 Oakfield Dr. Brandon, FL 33511 

Visit or call today!
Visitanos o llamados hoy!

newhopeearlylearning.com 
(813) 689-9482

A Ministry of

NOW ENROLLING!
¡Matrícula Abierta!

ROOTED IN
FAITH

READY FOR
LIFE

Children ages 6 months through VPK
Niños de 6 meses hasta VPK
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Aviation en-
thusiasts and 
families alike are 
gearing up for 
the 52nd SUN ’n 
FUN Aerospace 
Expo, set for 
Tuesday through 
Sunday, April 
14-19, at Lake-
land Linder In-
ternational Air-
port. Recognized 
as one of the 
world’s largest 
aviation events, 
the weeklong 
expo promises 
high-flying ex-
citement with 
daily and nightly 
airshows, edu-
cational forums, 
on-site camping and live entertainment.

This year’s event features a special 
extended Night Airshow on Wednesday, 
April 15, and a milestone 50th anniver-
sary celebration of the Red, White & 
Blue aerobatic team. Attendees can also 
take part in camping options, including 
early arrival sites starting on Saturday, 
April 11. Registration for camping opens 
on Tuesday, April 7.

Adding a special touch to the opening 
night festivities, eight honorable World 
War II veterans will be honored during 
the opening night concert on Tuesday, 
April 14, at the Warbird Ramp. The eve-
ning kicks off at 5 p.m. with performanc-
es by Angie K, Thomas Mac and head-
liner Cooper Alan. This patriotic tribute 

is included with 
daily admission, 
ensuring every 
visitor can join 
the salute to 
America’s he-
roes.

The expo 
continues the 
Franklin fam-
ily’s legacy of 
showmansh ip , 
led today by 
Kyle Franklin, a 
third-generation 
pilot and pro-
fessional wing 
walker. Kyle 
Franklin’s career 
spans more than 
25 years and in-
cludes jaw-drop-
ping acts like 

comedy flying, motorcycle-to-airplane 
transfers and thematic performances, 
such as Pirated Skies and Dracula. To-
gether with his wife, Liz, Kyle Franklin 
continues to push the boundaries of air-
show entertainment while honoring his 
family’s decades-long tradition.

Early-bird tickets are $45 for daily 
general admission and $170 for weekly, 
rising to $50 and $180 respectively at 
the gate. Youth tickets (ages 13-17) are 
$20 daily/$70 weekly, while children 12 
and under are free. 

Parking is $20 on-site and available 
online in advance for $10. For more in-
formation on schedules, performers and 
ticketing, visit the official SUN ’n FUN 
website at www.flysnf.org/.

Staff Report

52ND SUN ’N FUN AEROSPACE EXPO 
PROMISES HIGH-FLYING FUN AND 

FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT
Many teenagers 

have  imagined work-
ing as a first respond-
er fighting fires, sav-
ing lives and being 
recognized as a com-
munity hero. And par-
ents have  dreamed 
of seeing their son 
or daughter in uni-
form, working in a no-
ble profession. 

Those dreams can 
come true through 
the  Hillsborough 
County Fire Res-
cue Foundation’s 
2026  Alan D. Ander-
son  Summer Youth 
Fire Academy, where 
students will learn all 
about the role of being 
a firefighter.  

Hillsborough Coun-
ty students ages 14-
18 have until  Friday, 
March 27, to apply for 
the two-week sum-
mer program.

Hillsborough Coun-
ty Fire Rescue in-
structors will teach 
students hands-on 
lessons and detail the 
multiple roles that 
firefighters have in 
their jobs. 

The program curriculum includes fire 
ground operations, use of firefighting bun-
ker gear, aerial ladder climbs, search and 
rescue, forcible entry, rappelling and knots, 
water safety, CPR, first aid and the history 
of the fire service.

A p p l i c a n t s 
must be high 
school students 
or graduating  se-
niors between the 
ages of 14 and 18. 
A panel will re-
view applications 
and make final 
selections based 
on class size. 

The 2026 acad-
emy will be 
available from 
Monday,  June 8, 
-Friday,  June 19. 
A mandatory ori-
entation will be 
held on Saturday, 
May 23. 

The academy 
is a free pro-
gram, courtesy 
of the Hillsbor-
ough County Fire 
Rescue Foun-
dation.  Lunch, 
snacks, water 
and sports drinks 
are provided 
each day, in ad-
dition to  uniform 
shirts, pants, 
boots,  a  belt and 
a hat. Transporta-
tion not provided.

Applicants must submit their applications 
by 5 p.m. on March 27. Along with the appli-
cation, students must submit a personal es-
say and include two letters of recommenda-
tion. Only virtual applications are accepted. 

Learn more and apply  virtually  by  visit-
ing www.hcfl.gov/syfa.

Staff Report

YOUTH TAKE LEAD AT HILLSBOROUGH 
SUMMER FIRE ACADEMY

6919 Providence Rd, Riverview
813-677-9494 | serenitymeadows.com

Pardon Our Dust
Project developments

are moving forward 
quickly!. 

Secure your spot soon 
to take advantage of

Pre-Construction DEALS! 
(expires March 2026)

813.578.8656 
AJohnson@CaringTransitions.com            CaringTransitionsOfRiverviewFl.com

Senior Relocation 
Moving Assistance 
Estate Liquidation 
Online Auctions 
Home Clean-outs 
Packing Services 

Wherever you are headed,
help is always just
a phone call away. 

BUSINESS TECH

SUPPORT

20 PLUS YEARS 

CALL CHUCK 

HAVE QUESTIONS?

BRANDON
COMPUTER

GEEKS
813-508-1060
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High school se-
niors across the 
Greater Brandon 
area are encour-
aged to apply for 
the Brandon Rotary 
Club Charity Fund 
Annual Scholar-
ship, with applica-
tions due by 5 p.m. 
on Friday, April 10.

The scholarship 
program, estab-
lished by the Rota-
ry Club of Brandon, 
supports students who live in Brandon or 
attend high school within the Brandon area. 
In 2025, the charity fund awarded approx-
imately $25,000 in scholarships to grad-
uating seniors, continuing a long-standing 
commitment to education, leadership and 
community service.

Multiple scholarships are available to 
students who meet eligibility requirements, 
including residency within the defined 
Brandon-area boundaries, graduation as a 
current high school senior, a minimum 3.0 
unweighted GPA, documented community 
service hours and acceptance into an ac-
credited two or four-year college or univer-
sity.

True to Rotary’s mission, service is at the 
heart of the selection process. Applications 
are scored primarily on service to school 
and community, along with a student 
statement, a recommendation from a com-
munity service organization and academic 
achievement. An optional section allows 
applicants to be considered for the Sha-
ron S. Sellers Memorial Scholarship, which 
emphasizes giving back to both community 
and country.

“All of our scholarship recipients demon-
strate a strong commitment to service 
and leadership,” said Chuck Burgess, CEO 
of High 5 Inc. “These students are already 
making a difference locally, and we’re proud 
to help support their next steps.”

Applications are reviewed by a commit-
tee of at least five individuals, which may 
include Rotarians, educators and charity 
fund board members. Final selections are 
made by the committee, and scholarship 
recipients will be notified directly.

Applicants must submit a single PDF 
document that includes the completed ap-
plication, a verified community service time 
sheet, an official transcript and discipline 
record, proof of college acceptance and a 
letter of recommendation from a communi-
ty service organization. Incomplete or late 
applications will not be considered. Paper 
submissions are not accepted.

All applications must be emailed to brccf.
scholarship@gmail.com by the deadline.

Scholarship awards will be presented at 
a future ceremony at the Rivard-Simmons 
Rotary Event Center, with funds paid di-
rectly to recipients’ college or university 
financial aid departments.

Staff Report

Photo Credit Linda Chion
Rotary Club members recognize 2025 scholarship recipients.

BRANDON ROTARY OPENS SCHOLARSHIP 
APPLICATIONS FOR LOCAL SENIORS, 

AWARDS NEARLY $25,000

813-643-0090
11232 Sullivan St, Riverview

Follow for store hours,
updates and events

WINTHROP TOWN CENTER
PRIVATE SHOPPING EVENTS & GIFT CARDS AVAILABLE

FEELING UNHEARD BY YOUR 
DOCTOR? WE’RE LISTENING.
Welcome to a New Standard in Senior Care—Backed by Tampa General Hospital

Call (813) 725-1725 to schedule your Welcome Visit!

“Today was my first visit at the TGH Senior Center. I had a great 
experience. The front office staff was very friendly and attentive 
to my needs. The doctor’s assistant was very thorough in 
collecting information about me as a new patient. The doctor 
was very personable and friendly. I was impressed with the level 
concern the doctor displayed towards me. Overall, I had a great 
visit. I am truly happy that I made the choice to become a patient 
of the TGH Senior Center!” — Yvonne E. (February 2026) 

Rated 4.9 Stars on Google

 Hablamos español! 
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3719 Moores Lake Rd
Dover, FL 33527

FEATURED

LISTING

SPRING INTO

SO��T�ING N�
�

OFFERED AT
$899,000
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3719 Moores Lake Rd
Dover, FL 33527
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The Kiwanis 
Club of Brandon 
is gearing up for 
a high-energy day 
on the greens as 
it hosts its annual 
Terrific Kids Golf 
Tournament on 
Thursday, April 
16, beginning at 
11 a.m. at Buckhorn Springs 
Golf and Country Club, lo-
cated at 2721 S. Miller Rd. 
in Valrico. The much-antic-
ipated event is the club’s 
largest and most essential 
fundraiser of the year, fu-
eling the youth-focused 
programs that define its mission. Proceeds 
from the tournament power initiatives 
across Eastern Hillsborough County, includ-
ing Terrific Kids, K-Kids, Builders Clubs and 
Key Clubs — programs designed to inspire 
leadership, character and community ser-
vice among local students.

Club President Dustie Amatangelo said 
the fundraiser is essential to maintaining the 
group’s long tradition of community service.

“Our Kiwanis Club is a unique organiza-
tion in that 99 percent of funds raised is 
reinvested back into the community,” said 
Amatangelo. “We are run by volunteers who 
give the hearts and working hands to make 
us strong.”

The tournament, described by organiz-
ers as the backbone of the club’s charitable 
work, is the only major fundraising event the 
club holds each year. 

The club hopes the community will rally 
behind this year’s event by fielding teams, 
sponsoring holes or donating goods for raf-
fle baskets. There are many ways the com-
munity can support this effort.

“Come out and 
bring a sponsor-
ship and a team, 
make a donation, 
create a beauti-
ful basket that 
represents your 
business and do-
nate it. And lastly, 
become a Kiwan-

ian. We are always looking for 
good people to join us,” said 
Amatangelo.

This year, the club has set a 
goal for the golf tournament to 
support its growing initiatives.

“Our goal this year is to net 
$20,000 dollars,” said Am-

atangelo. “We had a huge increase for our 
Project Smile program at Gibsonton Elemen-
tary and we will need to cover that cost.”

“Our Brandon Kiwanis Club [is a] great 
organization of wonderful people who share 
a heart for our children in our local commu-
nity,” said Amatangelo. “Our Terrific Kids 
Golf Tournament raises the funds we need 
to help our community build better leaders.”

Amatangelo encourages anyone interest-
ed to support the cause in any way they can.

“If I had a big ask, it would be twofold: 
Come help us reach our goal — but even 
more important, consider becoming a mem-
ber of our extended family. There is a ton of 
love to share.”

The Kiwanis Club of Greater Brandon, 
Florida, was established in May 1960 and 
continues to serve the community, espe-
cially its children. The club has served over 
100,000 residents and provided more than 
$2 million to support local charities through 
its many programs and volunteer efforts. 

Register for the tournament and get more 
info at www.brandonkiwanis.org/events/.

By Kelly Wise Valdes

KIWANIS CLUB OF BRANDON TEES 
UP IN SUPPORT LOCAL YOUTH

For Mat-
thew Gordon 
and Marji 
Beam, travel 
has always 
been more 
than a hobby. 
It’s a passion 
that inspired 
the couple to 
turn their love 
of exploring 
the world into 
a full-service 
travel planning business.

As independent franchise owners with 
Cruise Planners, Gordon and Beam help 
clients plan customized vacations ranging 
from cruises and destination weddings to 
group trips and luxury, land-based travel 
experiences. The couple launched their 
business in June 2024 and now work with 
travelers seeking a more personalized ap-
proach to vacation planning.

Before entering the travel industry, both 
brought extensive professional experience 
from other fields. Beam previously owned 
an independent property and casualty bro-
kerage, while Gordon spent years working 
in executive management within the cor-
porate sector. Together, the pair combine 
business experience with firsthand travel 
knowledge to guide clients through the 
planning process.

The business operates as a full-service 
travel agency helping clients coordinate 
cruises, resort stays, excursions, travel in-
surance and more. Gordon primarily focus-
es on cruise itineraries, while Beam often 
leads planning for land-based vacations, 
although both collaborate on all aspects 
of the business.

“As Cruise Planners, we have the most 

buying power 
in the world,” 
said Gordon. 
“You don’t 
come to us be-
cause you’re 
getting the 
best price. 
You come to 
us because 
you’re getting 
us, along with 
the best pric-
es and incen-

tives.”
Because of the company’s network of 

more than 800 preferred travel partners, 
it can often provide special promotions, in-
centives and bundled packages that trav-
elers may not find when booking on their 
own.

Group travel is a growing segment of 
the business. Gordon and Beam frequent-
ly help organize trips for families, friend 
groups and special-interest gatherings. 
One of the largest group trips they planned 
included approximately 350 travelers.

Destination weddings also remain a 
popular option for couples looking for a 
unique experience. Many ceremonies take 
place at all-inclusive resorts in destina-
tions such as Mexico, Jamaica and the Do-
minican Republic.

“We’re not looking for people to just 
book a trip,” said Gordon. “We’re looking 
for clients for a lifetime.”

Through their growing team and hands-
on service approach, the couple hopes to 
continue building lasting relationships 
with travelers while helping them plan va-
cations around the world.

For more information, visit the website 
at www.ventureoutvacation.com.

By Olivia Clark

COUPLE HELP PLAN TAILORED TRAVEL 
EXPERIENCES WITH CRUISE PLANNERS

For a
 Limite

d Time Only, 

Gift 
Cards are Available! There's never been a 

better time to quit 
with Group Quit

LLeeaarrnn  mmoorree  aabboouutt  aallll  ooff  TToobbaaccccoo  FFrreeee  FFlloorriiddaa’’ss  ttoooollss  aanndd  
sseerrvviicceess  aatt  TToobbaaccccooFFrreeeeFFlloorriiddaa..ccoomm//QQuuiittYYoouurrWWaayy..

Tobacco Free Florida's Group Quit 
Sessions (in-person or virtual) now offer 
participants $25 - $125 in gift cards for 

their attendance.*
Group Quit offers free, expert-led in-person 
or virtual sessions for all Florida residents 
regardless of insurance status. Upon class 

completion, participants are eligible for nicotine 
replacement therapy such as patches, gum,

or lozenges.**  

*while supplies last
**if medically appropriate for those 18 years of age or older

Pre-registration required

Call USF AHEC Program today at:
813-974-7889
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GET 
TICKETS
flysnf.org

APRIL 14-19APRIL 14-19
LAKELAND, FL

CELEBRATE AMERICA’S 250TH BIRTHDAY 
AND FLORIDA’S BEST AVIATION EVENT!

Kids 12  
and Under  

FREE

Thousands of 
Aircraft and a 

Full Week of Fun

Live Country 
Music by  

Cooper Alan and 
Thomas Mac

Daily Airshows 
and Two Night 

Airshows

AEROSPACE EXPO



Page 24 Brandon/Winthrop Edition Volume 21, Issue 3

In a community that 
continues to grow and 
evolve, Kerin Clarkin has 
made it his mission to en-
sure Riverview grows with 
heart, connection and a 
whole lot of fun.

Clarkin is a local realtor 
serving Riverview and sur-
rounding areas including 
Tampa, Seminole Heights 
and St. Petersburg. Since 
entering the Tampa Bay 
real estate market in 2015, 
he has built his business 
on a simple philosophy: 
Put clients first and focus 
on relationships. His team 
does not charge cancella-
tion fees or other hidden 
fees, keeping the process 
transparent for clients. 
This approach reflects his 
commitment to transpar-
ency and long-term trust.

Originally from Long 
Island, New York, Clarkin 
moved to the Tampa area in 2009 to work 
in apparel design and marketing. What be-
gan as a short-term move quickly turned 
into something permanent as he became 
immersed in the community and saw the ar-
ea’s growth and potential. When he stepped 
back into real estate, he did so with a desire 
to serve the place he now calls home.

Clarkin describes his style as hands-on 
and highly personal. He prides himself on 
being known for trust, respect, honesty and 
strong customer service.

“Our clients come first, always,” Clarkin 
said. “By the end of the process, they’re not 
just clients anymore. They’re friends.”

His involvement in the community nat-

urally expanded beyond 
real estate. Through his 
Riverview Fun and Events 
Facebook group, Clarkin be-
gan organizing giveaways, 
scavenger hunts and free 
events designed to support 
local businesses and bring 
neighbors together. His 
Riverview-only scavenger 
hunts have become espe-
cially popular. In an effort 
to support small businesses 
in the community, he pur-
chases gift cards from local 
businesses and hides them 
throughout Riverview, 
posting clues for residents 
to follow. 

Over the years, he has 
given away more than 
$3,000 in gift cards and 
cash, hosted a 350-person 
bingo event with $1,000 
in winnings and even gave 
away a car during a sports 
watch party. He regular-

ly supports local schools and celebrations, 
helping make events more memorable and 
giving back to the students and families who 
call Riverview home.

Most recently, Clarkin expanded into the 
entertainment space with Cory Casino, a 
party casino business featuring professional 
dealers and travel-ready casino games. His 
goal is twofold. He wants to host free com-
munity events that bring people together 
in a new way, and he also offers the casino 
experience for businesses and organizations 
looking to elevate their own events.

Visit www.thekerin.com/ or find Clarkin 
on Facebook at www.facebook.com/groups/
riverviewevents/.

FROM HOME SALES TO SCAVENGER 
HUNTS, CLARKIN CREATES FUN

By Makenzie Atkins Noel

NOW Accepting New Patients
Call today to schedule an appointment.

813-530-0903
631 W. Lumsden Rd. | Brandon, FL 33511

FloridaOrchestra.org | 727.892.3337 

2025-26 SEASON

Support your 
Florida Orchestra today

FloridaOrchestra.org/donate

ESCAPE TO THE

EXTRAORDINARY

TICKETS ON SALE NOW
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Spring is almost 
here, and summer is 
just around the cor-
ner — which means 
now is the perfect 
time to start plan-
ning a season full of 
discovery, creativity 
and fun. To help fam-
ilies get a head start, 
the Osprey Observer 
team has once again 
rounded up the best local programs 
for our annual Summer Camp Guide, 
a special pullout section designed to 
connect students with unforgetta-
ble summer opportunities across the 
community.

From performing arts and STEM 
to sports, outdoor adventures and 
enrichment programs, this year’s 
guide highlights camps for nearly ev-
ery interest and age group. Budding 
performers can take center stage 
at Music Showcase and the Florida 
Academy of Performing Arts, where 
children immerse themselves in act-
ing, singing and dance through themed 
musical theater camps. Young artists 
can also explore dance, theater and 
music through the Patel Conservato-
ry, which offers more than 100 camps 

and classes taught by working pro-
fessionals. Music lovers won’t want to 
miss School of Rock, featuring genre-
themed camps for ages 7–18, or Cen-
ter For Dance Arts, known for its 
wide range of dance instruction and 
award-winning competition teams.

For hands-on creativity, AR Work-
shop provides engaging DIY camps 
that build confidence and imagina-
tion, while Camp Mirage keeps kids 
moving with action-packed mornings 
full of creativity and play.

Families looking for outdoor or 
traditional camp experiences will 
find plenty of options, including Ce-
darkirk Camp & Conference Cen-
ter, Circle F Dude Ranch and Busch 
Gardens Tampa Bay, which blends 
thrilling rides with animal encoun-
ters and education. Horse lovers can 

saddle up at TLC’s Gypsy Haven, while 
sports-minded campers can stay ac-
tive through Fellowship Church sports 
camps or daily adventures at High 5 
Inc..

Academic and STEM-focused fam-
ilies will appreciate enrichment op-
tions from Mathnasium, Skill Samurai 
and Code Wiz, while Kids ‘R’ Kids Cir-
ca FishHawk delivers themed camps 
that blend learning with fun. With 
more than 25 locations, YMCA of 
Tampa Bay also offers something for 
every camper, from arts and gym-
nastics to zip-lining and pool time.

Be sure to explore the full Sum-
mer Camp Guide for dates, pricing 
and registration details — and don’t 
forget to enter our Summer Camp 
Sweepstakes, where one lucky family 
will win a free week of camp. With so 

many outstanding 
options, Summer 
2026 is shaping 
up to be one to re-
member.

Families are en-
couraged to regis-
ter early, as many 
camps fill quickly 
and offer early-bird 
discounts, schol-
arships or flexible 

scheduling options. Summer camps 
provide more than entertainment — 
they help children build confidence, 
friendships and lifelong skills while 
giving parents peace of mind. Wheth-
er your child wants to explore a new 
passion or deepen an existing one, 
this guide is your go-to resource for 
planning a summer filled with growth, 
joy and memorable experiences close 
to home.

SUMMER 2026: DISCOVER THE BEST LOCAL CAMPS 
FOR LEARNING, ADVENTURE AND FUN

MUSIC SHOWCASE CAMP CEDARKIRK YMCA
CIRCLE F DUDE RANCH
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Tucked away on 170 
wooded acres along the 
Alafia River, Cedarkirk 
Camp and Conference 
Center continues its 
longstanding tradi-
tion of offering a place 
apart for children and 
teens to grow in faith 
and community. Owned 
by the Presbyteries of Tampa 
Bay and Peace River, Cedarkirk 
has served the region since 1971 
and welcomes more than 1,000 
campers each summer.

While its residential camps re-
main a cornerstone of the minis-
try, Cedarkirk is placing added emphasis on 
its growing day camp program. Mandy Goff, 
Program Director, said the camp launched 
day camp two years ago and saw participa-
tion more than double in its second year. In 
response to family needs, Cedarkirk has add-
ed early drop-off from 8-8:30 a.m. and late 
pick-up from 5-5:30 p.m. for an additional 
fee.

“We are really trying to focus on our day 
camp program and make it affordable for 
families in this area,” said Goff.

Day camp serves students who have com-
pleted kindergarten through fifth grade. Ce-
darkirk is also piloting a small middle school 
day camp during the final week of summer, 
Monday, July 27 to Friday, July 31, with lim-
ited space available. Residential camps con-
tinue to run Sunday to Friday for students 

who have complet-
ed third through 
12th grade, while 
Explorer Camp 
provides a two-
night introduction 
to overnight camp 
for children who 
have completed 
first through third 

grade.
Goff explained that a typical 

day camp day begins at 9 a.m., 
with drop-off beginning at 8:30 
a.m. Campers join residential 
campers for morning songs be-
fore rotating through scheduled 

activity blocks that include zip lining, canoe-
ing on the river, climbing the rock wall, arts 
and crafts and hiking. Campers swim daily, 
weather permitting, and share family-style 
lunches together. Each afternoon concludes 
with Bible study, worship and snack before 
pickup from 4:30-5 p.m.

Goff said creating community is central 
to the experience. Technology is not permit-
ted, encouraging campers to build friend-
ships, engage with nature and participate in 
shared traditions such as group songs and 
family-style meals. With approximately 30 
summer staff members and small day camp 
groups of 12-14 campers per session, Ce-
darkirk continues to prioritize connection, 
outdoor adventure and spiritual growth.

Llearn more or register at www.cedarkirk.
campbrainregistration.com.

By Olivia Clark

CEDARKIRK BLENDS FAITH, ADVENTURE 
AND LEADERSHIP FOR SUMMER 2026
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Registration for 
the 2026 Summer 
Camps and Class-
es is now open at 
the Patel Conser-
vatory, the accred-
ited performing 
arts school at the 
Straz Center for 
the Performing Arts in downtown Tampa. 
The Summer session runs Monday, June 1 
through Friday, July 31, and the programs in 
dance, theater and music are carried out for 
students aged 3 through adult. 

Each summer, the conservatory opens its 
doors to those who want a first experience 
in the arts and to those who desire more 
advanced, preprofessional training. Families 
from across the Tampa Bay area enroll in the 
programs, which offer both creative enrich-
ment and more formalized skill development 
during the summer months. Classes are con-
ducted by working artists and experienced 
instructors in a professional performing arts 
environment. 

They can take dance courses in the Next 
Generation Ballet Summer Intensive, which 
has five, three-, and two-week sessions for 
ages 11 through college, and dorm housing is 
provided for older students. Younger danc-
ers can join the Junior Intensive and other 
camps appropriate for their age, designed to 
enhance their technique, strength, and per-
formance quality. 

These students will get the chance to 
rehearse and perform in fully staged pro-

ductions like Se-
ussical, Jr. and 
Aladdin KIDS in 
which they will get 
acting, singing and 
stage movement 
experience. There 
are other specialty 
camps for funda-

mental acting skills and Shakespeare, and 
older students have the chance to audition 
for the Broadway Intensive production of 
Catch Me If You Can. 

Music offerings include jazz, choral and 
chamber intensives, a singer-songwriter 
camp, and a number of workshops focusing 
on particular instruments. Younger students 
also learn about composition, rhythm and 
collaboration through weekly camps like The 
Science of Music and World Drumming and 
Storytelling.

Tuition rates differ for each program, with 
most week-long camps costing $475 and 
multiweek intensive programs charged at 
higher rates depending on the length of the 
program. There are scholarships with the 
financial aid priority deadline being Friday, 
February 28. Auditions or placements are 
required for some programs before registra-
tion, and early enrollment is recommended 
since enrollment is limited. 

For a complete schedule or to register, go 
to www.patelconservatory.asapconnected.
com or www.patelconservatory.org. For 
more information, call 222-1040 or email 
admissions@strazcenter.org. 

By Olivia Clark

DANCE, THEATER AND MUSIC PROGRAMS 
OFFERED AT STRAZ CENTER THIS SUMMER

F l o r i d a  A c a d e m y  o f  P e r f o r m i n g  A r t s  |  L o c a t e d  i n  M u s i c  S h o w c a s e ( 8 1 3 )  4 9 0 - A R T S F A O P A . o r g

(813) 490-ARTS (2787)

CAMPS FILL FAST!

 Register online at FAOPA.org

Music & Theater
Summer Camps

The Florida Academy of Performing Arts 

FAOPA Day Camp
 

 
Past Summer Shows

 

Full and half-day week-long camps, plus daily drop-ins
Free early drop off and late pick up
Activities to explore instruments, acting, singing, and art
Themed weeks like: Wicked, Harry Potter, Superheroes, and more!
Scholarships and sibling discounts 

Musical Arts
For All Ages

Located in Music Showcase
Musical instruments, lessons,

repairs, and more 

402 Oakfield Drive,
 Brandon FL 33511

 

Musical Theatre Camp
Productions for all ages and skill levels
Elementary, Middle School, and High School productions
Broadway Boot Camp - Broadway Artists To Attend
Visit FAOPA.org for shows, schedules, and performances
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High 5 Inc. is a multi-
purpose facility commit-
ted to positively impacting 
the community. Located in 
Brandon, High 5’s programs 
are divided into five pillars: 
learn to swim, special needs 
education, after-school care, 
sports and recreation and 
community partnerships.

From Monday, June 1, 
through Friday, August 7, High 
5 offers summer camp for ages 
5-12. This weekly program is 
Monday through Friday, 7 a.m.-
6 p.m., for the main campus, 
and Monday through Thursday, 
7 a.m.-6 p.m., for the off-site 
campus at Bevis Elementary 
School.

A typical day at the main 
summer camp consists of a 
wide variety of engaging activities. During 
the day, campers rotate through swimming, 
outdoor sports, gym games, playground 
time, arts and crafts, hands-on STEM ex-
periences and Gamers Grotto (a supervised 
and age-appropriate video game room). The 
off-site location’s camp is similar in struc-
ture, minus the pool. However, it does offer 
water activities on some days of the camp.

“What truly sets our camp apart is the 
experience we’re able to provide on our 
beautiful, expansive campus and the wide 
range of activities we offer. Our program-
ming is thoughtfully designed to balance 

fun with learning, physi-
cal activity with creativ-
ity and structure with 
exploration,” said Jada 
Spano, vice president of 
operations.

Families can expect 
a safe and fun environ-
ment where children 
play and learn while 
making lifelong sum-

mer memories. High 5’s 
experienced staff creates 
a welcoming atmosphere, 
keeping safety as their top 
priority.

“We focus on creating 
a safe, inclusive and sup-
portive environment where 
every child feels valued and 
encouraged,” said Spano.

One of the most antic-
ipated moments of camp is the ‘World’s 
Largest Swim Lesson’. Happening on Thurs-
day, June 25, this global event promotes 
water safety and drowning prevention.

Spano stated, “Our campers love being 
part of something so meaningful and mem-
orable, and families appreciate the import-
ant life-saving skills it reinforces.”

Registration for the summer camp is now 
open on the website at www.high5inc.org/
camp. The main campus camp costs $175 
per week, with a one-time $40 registration 
fee for the summer, while the off-site camp 
is $90 per week.

By Emily Harper
Summer is a season 

full of possibilities, lon-
ger days, new experi-
ences and the perfect 
opportunity for kids 
to grow in confidence. 
It’s also a powerful 
time to strengthen 
math skills in a way that feels 
positive, engaging and stress-
free. At Mathnasium, summer 
learning doesn’t pause; it acceler-
ates, giving students the chance 
to build skills, explore new ideas and feel 
proud of their progress.

“Summer is one of the most powerful 
times for growth,” said Mathnasium own-
er Becky McDaniels. “Without the pressure 
of school, kids have the space to truly un-
derstand math, and that’s where Mathna-
sium shines. It’s all about momentum and 
meeting students exactly where they are, 
strengthening skills and building confidence 
so they return to school prepared and proud 
of themselves.”

While some students use summer to re-
inforce essential skills, others are ready to 
push ahead, and younger learners are just 
beginning to form the foundations that will 
support future success. Mathnasium sup-
ports students at every stage of learning, 
from building foundations to tackling ad-
vanced challenges.

At Mathnasium, summer learning is nev-
er one-size-fits-all. Every student begins 
with a personalized assessment that iden-

tifies strengths, gaps 
and learning styles. 
From there, McDan-
iels and her team cre-
ate an individualized 
learning plan tailored 
specifically to each 
child. Students who 

need extra support receive tar-
geted instruction to rebuild con-
fidence and close learning gaps. 
Students who are on track keep 
their skills sharp and steady. Ad-

vanced learners are challenged with deep-
er concepts that keep them engaged and 
motivated. And its youngest ‘Great Foun-
dations’ students develop number sense, 
problem-solving skills and a love of math 
that sets them up for long-term success.

Summer is also the ideal time to get 
ahead without pressure. Mathnasium ses-
sions are engaging, encouraging and flexi-
ble, making it easy to balance learning with 
vacations, camps and family time.

“We’re proud to be a Step Up for Stu-
dents provider, making personalized math 
learning accessible for more families,” 
added McDaniels. Learn more about Sum-
mer Camps at  www.mathnasium.com/
math-centers/brandon  or call 813-655-
6284. Mathnasium is located at 1048 E. 
Bloomingdale Ave. in Valrico. You can also 
contact Mathnasium of Riverview, located 
at 13388 South US Highway 301, by call-
ing 813-565-1102 or visiting its website at 
www.mathnasium.com/riverview.

By Libby Hopkins

A LOOK INTO HIGH 5’S SUMMER CAMP 
PROGRAM FOR AGES 5-12

MATHNASIUM BRANDON CAMPS KEEP 
SKILLS SHARP DURING SUMMER BREAK
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DANCE • THEATER • MUSIC

patelconservatory.org • 813.222.1040

SUMMER CAMPS
F O R  A L L  A G E S  A N D  S K I L L  L E V E L S

Scan to find out 
more about

Patel Conservatory 
and to view the 

summer brochure!

S C H O L A R S H I P S  AVA I L A B L E
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The Florida Academy 
of Performing Arts (FA-
OPA) is a local nonprofit 
organization that was es-
tablished to support the 
performing arts through 
programs at the acade-
my and in the Brandon 
community.

FAOPA is committed to 
providing extraordinary the-
ater experiences that educate, 
challenge and inspire students 
and their surrounding com-
munities. FAOPA fosters self-discovery, cre-
ativity, confidence, group responsibility and 
pride in accomplishment.

“FAOPA celebrates the professional artis-
tic disciplines of music, dance and the visual 
arts,” said Danielle Sanchez, academy direc-
tor of FAOPA. “We strive to be a model of 
excellence in theatre for all our audiences.”

FAOPA and Music Showcase have offered 
summer camps, day camps and musical the-
ater camps for many years.

“The day camps consist of singing, danc-
ing, arts and crafts, intro into theater 
through improv,” Sanchez said. “Our musical 
theater camps are for all ages and skill lev-
els. We offer a variety of shows throughout 
the summer. Students work on choreogra-
phy, blocking, stage direction and charac-
ter development. Throughout the process, 
we watch students grow in confidence and 
self-esteem as they become blooming actors 
on the stage.”

F A O P A 
is currently 
working on the 
camps they 
will be offering 
this summer to 
the community.

“We will 
offer musical the-
ater camps and day 
camps,” Sanchez said. 
“Our musical theater 
camps are two weeks 
long. Day camps are 

one week long. We have our middle school/
high school groups that meet in the after-
noon/evening.”

The cost for musical theater camp is $295 
plus a service fee. Day camps are from 9 
a.m.-1 p.m. for half day and from 9 a.m.-5 
p.m. for whole day. Day camp is for kinder-
gartners through age 10, and the cost is 
$230 plus service fee.

“Parents love our musical theater camps,” 
Sanchez said. “They love watching where 
their student starts and end up as well as 
seeing the difference. They love to watch 
their children grow in self-esteem and find 
the confidence to stand on the stage with 
their peers in the show. .”

If you would like to learn more about 
FAOPA and the camps it will be offering 
this summer, you can visit its website at        
www.faopa.org/ or call 813-490-ARTS 
(2787). FAOPA is located at 402 Oakfield 
Dr. in Brandon.

By Libby Hopkins

Summer will arrive 
soon, and the Tam-
pa Metropolitan Area 
YMCA is getting ready 
for another season of 
adventure, learning, 
and friendship. Reg-
istration is now open 
for Summer Camp at 
Campo Family YMCA, 
Spurlino Family YMCA, and North Brandon 
Family YMCA. Campers ages 6-15 can enjoy 
10 weeks of fun activities in a safe and orga-
nized setting. 

Each location offers a unique mix of Signa-
ture Camp and specialty options. Signature 
Camp allows kids to rotate through activities 
such as swimming, STEM projects, arts and 
crafts, outdoor education, and team-build-
ing games. Counselors support campers 
throughout daily activities designed to build 
confidence, promote friendships, and keep 
campers active during the summer. 

Campo Family YMCA in Valrico features 
specialty camps that include sports, creative 
arts, and teen leadership programs. Spurlino 
Family YMCA in Riverview offers many ath-
letic and enrichment camps, along with pop-
ular options for teens. North Brandon Family 
YMCA in Seffner provides sports, drama, 
gymnastics, and adaptive camps, ensuring 
families can find a program that fits their 
child’s interests and abilities. 

Teens have new opportunities this year, 
with three unique experiences tailored for 
ages 13-15. Programs focused on leader-

ship, such as Junior 
Lifeguard Camp 
and Counselor 
in Training, help 
participants build 
responsibility, com-
munication skills, 
and hands-on ex-
perience that lasts 
beyond summer. 

The Junior Teen Camp program introduces 
participants to outdoor exploration, basic 
archery, scenic trails, and lake adventures 
while fostering confidence and creativity.

Families can enhance the regular 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. camp day with optional add-ons, 
which vary by location. These may include 
swim lessons, open swim, sports, high ropes, 
horseback riding, and gymnastics. During 
registration, families can choose available 
add-ons specific to their YMCA. A non-
refundable deposit of $10 per week, per 
camper is due at registration, with separate 
deposits for specific teen leadership pro-
grams. 

Tampa YMCA camps are ACA-accred-
ited, which means they have gone through 
a thorough review by the American Camp 
Association focusing on health, safety, and 
program quality standards. This distinction 
places Tampa YMCA camps among a select 
group of accredited day camps in Florida. 

Registration is available online at the web-
site www.tampaymca.org, where families 
can view session weeks and age group de-
tails. Sessions fill up quickly.

By Olivia Clark

FLORIDA ACADEMY OF PERFORMING ARTS 
OFFERS FUN MUSICAL SUMMER CAMPS

TEN WEEKS OF FUN AWAIT FAMILIES 
AT TAMPA YMCA SUMMER CAMPS
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Mathnasium of Brandon
813-655-MATH (6284)

mathnasium.com/brandon
1048 E Bloomingdale Ave

Valrico

Mathnasium of Riverview
813-565-1102

mathnasium.com/riverview
13388 S US Highway 301

Riverview

*Pre-Enroll by May 15 and 
 SAVE $100 on enrollment

*Osprey Observer
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Circle F Dude 
Ranch Camp is 
excited to cele-
brate its 75th year, 
marking a mile-
stone for the Lake 
Wales camp that 
has welcomed gen-
erations of young 
people. Camp Di-
rector Benjamin 
Moss said the 
camp’s longevity comes from 
staying true to its mission while 
adapting to the needs of each 
new generation.

“Circle F has remained special 
because it has always stayed 
true to its purpose — helping 
young people grow in confi-
dence, character, and independence — while 
thoughtfully evolving with each generation,” 
Moss said. “Since 1952, families have trust-
ed us to provide a place where kids can un-
plug, build real friendships and discover who 
they are beyond screens and schedules.”

During the summer, Circle F welcomes 
about 200 campers per session, evenly split 
between boys and girls. Campers spend 
their days immersed in activities such as 
horseback riding, waterfront programs, 
arts, team and individual sports, ax throw-
ing, paintball, boating and climbing towers. 

The camp sits on 500 acres of southern 
live oak forest surrounding a spring-fed 
private lake, creating a scenic backdrop for 

exploration and 
adventure.

Many of Cir-
cle F’s traditions 
have remained 
unchanged, Moss 
said, including 
opening and 
closing camp-
fires, cabin living, 
horseback riding 
and more. “Those 

moments connect today’s 
campers with generations 
who sat around the same fire 
before them,” he said.

Moss said climbing, ad-
venture sports, leadership 
pathways and more inten-
tional skill development have 

helped shape the modern Circle F. “The bal-
ance between tradition and innovation is 
what defines modern Circle F, honoring our 
roots while preparing campers for the world 
ahead,” he said.

Circle F will host an open house in May to 
give families a firsthand look at camp life. 
Moss said visitors can expect tours, staff 
introductions and opportunities to explore 
activity areas. “Visitors will tour cabins and 
activity areas, meet our leadership team and 
staff, see programs in action, and get a real 
sense of daily life at Circle F.”

For more information, visit the website at 
www.CircleFDudeRanchCamp.com or call 
863-676-4113.

By Kelly Wise Valdes

CIRCLE F DUDE RANCH CELEBRATES 75 
YEARS OF ADVENTURE AND TRADITION Gentle Touch

Estate Sales LL

Debbie  BergDebbie  Berg

813-812-0780813-812-0780

debbie@gentletouchestatesales.comdebbie@gentletouchestatesales.com
www.gentletouchestatesales.comwww.gentletouchestatesales.com

ESTATE 
SALES

Visit our website 
for more details!

March
27-28 
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Your search for sum-
mer plans is over. Fam-
ilies looking ahead to 
summer camp 2026 
will find a wide range 
of engaging, education-
al and adventure-filled 
options at Busch Gar-
dens Tampa Bay, where 
camps are designed 
for animal lovers, thrill 
seekers and curious minds of all ages.

Busch Gardens summer camps offer chil-
dren and teens the chance to unplug and 
connect with animals, nature and one an-
other in a dynamic, hands-on environment. 
Campers explore wildlife, learn about con-
servation and animal care, enjoy thrilling 
rides and shows, and build friendships that 
often last long after summer ends. These 
experiences are not only fun, but also 
meaningful, helping campers grow in con-
fidence, curiosity and teamwork.

Busch Gardens’ summer programs are 
led by carefully selected, highly trained 
professionals who know how to balance 
education with excitement. The park of-
fers a variety of educational summer day 
camps for students from kindergarten 
through 12th grade, with sessions tai-
lored to different age groups and interests. 
Campers enjoy close-up animal encounters, 
behind-the-scenes experiences, themed 
games and crafts, age-appropriate rides, 
live shows, and interactive learning activ-
ities. Each camper also receives souvenir 

keepsakes, including 
a camp T-shirt and 
water bottle, along 
with opportunities 
to return to the park 
after camp hours.

For older students 
seeking a deeper ad-
venture, overnight 
resident camps pro-
vide a one-of-a-kind 

sleepaway experience. Based in a secure 
on-site lodge, these all-inclusive camps im-
merse rising seventh through 12th graders 
in a blend of wildlife education and adrena-
line-pumping attractions. Campers gain ex-
clusive access to animal care areas, inter-
act with park professionals, and experience 
the park in ways not available to regular 
guests.

Busch Gardens camps are accredited by 
the American Camping Association, offer-
ing parents added confidence in program 
quality, safety and staff training. Priority 
access to attractions, enriching education-
al content and unforgettable behind-the-
scenes moments consistently place these 
camps among the top summer programs in 
the region.

With options ranging from early elemen-
tary students to teens—and even special-
ized programs for those exploring future 
careers—Busch Gardens Tampa Bay con-
tinues to be a standout destination for sum-
mer camp 2026 registration opportunities. 
Register at www. buschgardens.com.

Program component, pricing and availability subject to change. © 2026 United Parks & Resorts, Inc. All rights reserved.
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At Camp Cristina in River-
view, the summer is set for 
exploration, skill enhance-
ment and outdoor fun. Reg-
istrations are now open for 
the camp’s 10-week summer 
program designed to of-
fer hands-on and natural 
confidence-inspiring ex-
perience. 

Signature Camp at 
Camp Cristina features a 
rotating line-up of activi-
ties for children that take 
place all day long and in-
clude swimming, STEM projects, arts and 
crafts, outdoor education and team-building 
games. Campers are closely monitored and 
grouped according to age, with counselors 
providing guidance in a structured environ-
ment where children can remain physically 
active and mentally stimulated. 

Camp Cristina has a variety of specialty 
camps for older campers with particular 
interests. In Horse Camp, participants learn 
the basics of grooming, go on trail rides, 
and gain confidence working with horses. 
Swim Camp focuses on water safety and 
swim instruction with certified staff to help 
campers build skills in and around the water. 
Lifeguard Camp offers aquatics leadership 
skills, teamwork, and hands-on training that 
generates responsibility and prepares young 
adults for future certification opportunities. 

Campers can also take part in Adven-
ture Camp, which includes activities like 

archery, exploring the 
lake, and team challenges 
that promote cooperation 
and problem-solving. The 
Counselors in Training and 
Junior Lifeguards pro-

grams offer leadership 
skills, communication 
skills, and hands-on 
training in a nurturing 
environment focusing 
on growth and respon-
sibility. 

Thus, families can 
add on to the tradition-

al camp day, which runs from Monday to 
Friday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., with weekly add-ons 
such as swim lessons, gymnastics and ex-
tended care. Add-ons vary according to the 
age group and availability and can be chosen 
during registration. There is a nonrefundable 
deposit at registration and a separate de-
posit for select teen leadership programs. 

Camp Cristina is one of the Tampa YMCA’s 
ACA-accredited camps, which is reflected in 
the national standards for safety, staff train-
ing, and program quality. This places the 
camp among the few day camps in Florida, 
meeting the standards set by the American 
Camp Association. 

For further information or to register, 
go online to https://www.tampaymca.org/
letscamp or the Tampa YMCA registration 
portal. Families are advised to register their 
children at the earliest opportunity to avoid 
missing out on available sessions. 

By Olivia Clark

CAMP CRISTINA OFFERS ADVENTURE & 
LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT ALL SUMMER

Unlock Your Child’s Inner Genius!Unlock Your Child’s Inner Genius!

FRI & SAT

APRIL
10-11 GATES OPEN AT 4:30 PM  |  RODEO STARTS AT 7:00 PM

RAIN OR SHINE EVENT

HILLSBOROUGH CO FAIRGROUNDS
TAMPARODEO.COM

“FLORIDA’S HOTTEST SHOW ON DIRT”

PRESENTS

COLD BEER
LIVE MUSIC

DELICIOUS FOOD
ANIMAL EXPERIENCE

MECHANICAL BULL
FREE GAMES

FULL RODEO!
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This March, the 
Center For Dance 
Arts’ VIP Team gets 
to showcase their 
skills at the first man-
datory competition of 
the season! Located 
in Brandon, the dance 
studio provides stu-
dents with a safe place 
to grow as both danc-
ers and people.

“I think it’s import-
ant that we teach them 
not just the importance of 
dance,” Christi Furgason, as-
sistant director and studio 
manager of the Center For 
Dance Arts, said, “but how 
dance can shape you as a person in the out-
side world.”

The VIP Team is the Center For Dance 
Arts’ competitive dance team. Each season, 
the VIP Team learns new routines to com-
pete against other studios. There are four 
regional competitions and a national com-
petition, with various optional competitions 
that the dancers are not required to attend. 

“We want to go for first [place], but it’s 
also about the experience,” Furgason said, 
“and making sure they grow not just in 
dance but also in life.”

Once a week, the VIP Team has a class 
focused on team building and social skills. 
Activities can include team scavenger hunts, 
where everyone must be included or risk 

losing all earned clues 
and restarting, or ob-
stacle courses guided 
by a peer on the side-
lines.

“Afterwards, we 
come together, and 
we’re like, ‘OK, so 
what worked and 
what didn’t?’” Furgas-
on said.

Those who want a 
taste of the spotlight 

can join the Center For Dance 
Arts on Thursday, March 12, 
for a bingo night at Bullfrog 
Creek Brewing Co. The fund-
raiser is open to anyone look-
ing to support the dancers. 

The doors open at 6:30 p.m., with bingo be-
ginning at 7 p.m.

This season, the VIP Team boasts about 
15 dancers, primarily between ages 9-14 
years old. 

While auditions for this season’s compe-
tition team have passed, auditions for next 
season’s VIP competition team are currently 
set for Friday, May 15. The audition schedule 
for ages 4-11 is 5:30-7 p.m., and those ages 
12-18 audition from 7-8:30 p.m. 

For more information about the Center 
for Dance Arts, please visit www.mycfda.
com, call 813-657-1500, follow its social 
media pages on Instagram @cfdaofficial 
or Facebook at www.facebook.com/center-
4dancearts/. 

By Mylena C. Ferman

CENTER FOR DANCE ARTS PLANS TO 
STEAL THE SPOTLIGHT THIS SEASON
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This summer, 
teens across Hill-
sborough Coun-
ty will have the 
chance to make 
a real difference 
through Teen 
Impact Summer 
Staff.

Teen Impact 
Summer Staff 
is made up of 
20–35 students who travel to 
middle and high school youth-
based organizations to perform 
a powerful, skit-based presen-
tation. Their message focuses 
on avoiding high-risk behaviors 
and choosing a healthy life-
style. What makes this program unique is 
that it is student-led. Teens speak to other 
teens in a way that feels honest and relat-
able. When students see people their own 
age choosing positive paths, it helps them 
understand that risk avoidance is possible. 
The goal is to inspire young people to build 
healthy relationships and make smart choic-
es that lead to a strong and positive future.

Angie Kagey, Executive Director of IM-
PACT, explained, “We are the prevention 
arm, encouraging teens to make healthy 
choices, before other intervention may be 
required.” Since 1998, the organization has 
served the Hillsborough County community 
with the mission to educate, equip, empow-
er and support students, parents and teach-
ers in the area of sexual risk avoidance and 

healthy re-
lationships. 
Over the 
years, IM-
PACT has 
reached thou-
sands of fam-
ilies through 
school pro-
grams, sum-
mer staff 
presentations 

and community events.
Teen Impact Summer 

Staff is also a great oppor-
tunity for students who 
need community service 
hours for the Bright Fu-
tures Scholarship Program. 

Students entering ninth grade in the fall or 
older are invited to apply. During the eight-
week summer program, each participant 
earns approximately 100 community ser-
vice hours while building leadership skills, 
confidence and public speaking experience.

The program begins June 1 and runs 
through July 24. The first week students 
train to prepare them to present the skits 
and speak in front of audiences. After train-
ing, presentation days are Monday through 
Thursday, with every other Friday offering 
an optional fun activity. The application 
deadline is Friday, March 27. Applications 
can be found at www.whatisimpact.com/
students. Completed applications should be 
emailed to Joy Miller at jmiller@whatisim-
pact.com.

IMPACT TEEN SUMMER STAFF PROGRAM
INSPIRES HEALTHY CHOICES

Staff Report

75 YEARS

info@circlefduderanch.com

DON’T MISS OUR

BIGGEST SUMMER IN

DON’T MISS OUR
BIGGEST SUMMER IN

ENROLLMENT IS OPEN FOR SUMMER 2026
At Circle F Dude Ranch Camp, we foster grit,
growth, and a love for the outdoors.  With the
perfect blend of Western flair and classic camp fun, we
give kids the kind of summer they’l l  never forget. Located
in Lake Wales, campers 6 to 16 enjoy our overnight
experiences for one, two and three-weeks sessions.  

JOIN US FOR AN OPEN HOUSE
May 9th, 2026  – 10:00AM to 4:00PM 

Meet our leadership team, try our activities, take a
tour, and learn more about summers on the ranch.

RSVP REQUIREDDATES & RATES

863-676-4113www.circlefduderanchcamp.com

OSREY AD DATES AND RATES

https://qrfy.io/r/-Zi0qAC606

Osprey ad open house link

https://qrfy.io/r/OWY64HESqM
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Cedarkirk Camp & 
Conference Center 

Cedarkirk Camp & Con-
ference Center, located on 
170 acres of woodlands, 
wetlands and uplands 
near the Alafia River, will 
have summer overnight 
and day camps starting 
on Sunday, June 7, and fin-
ishing on Friday, July 31. 
Campers can sign up for a week or the 
whole summer. Day camp is available for 
campers who have completed kindergar-
ten up to those who have completed fifth 
grade and is priced at $230 per week. 
Day campers must bring their own lunch. 
Overnight camp is available for campers 
who have completed first through 12th 
grade and starts at $555. Cedarkirk is 
located at 1920 Streetman Dr. in Lithia 
and can be reached at 813-685-4224. 
For more information and to register, vis-
it www.cedarkirk.org.

Circle F Dude Ranch
Circle F Dude Ranch, lo-

cated in Lake Wales, wel-
comes boys and girls from 
all over the United States 
and the world for one to 
three-week sleepaway 
camp sessions. Kids range 
in age from 6-16. Circle F 
fosters grit, growth and 
a love for the outdoors. 

With the perfect blend 
of Western flair and 
classic camp fun, it 
gives kids the kind of 
summer they’ll nev-
er forget. Visit Circle 
F Dude Ranch for an 
open house on May 9, 
from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 
meet the leadership 
team, try activities and 
learn about summers 

on the ranch, RSVP at admin.gazeboev-
ents.com.  For more and to sign up, visit  
www.circlefduderanchcamp.com.

Mathnasium
Summer is the perfect 

time for kids to grow in 
confidence and strength-
en math skills without 
pressure. At Mathnasi-
um, summer learning ac-
celerates with personal-

i z e d 
plans 
d e -
signed for every stage 
— from building foun-
dations to tackling ad-
vanced challenges. Stu-
dents receive targeted 
support, stay sharp or 
move ahead while en-
joying engaging, flexible 
sessions that fit busy 

summer sched-
ules. Parents 
often see gains 
not just in skills 
but also in con-
fidence and 
attitude. This 
summer, help 
your child re-
turn to school prepared, motivated and ex-
cited about math. To find a location near you, 
please visit www.mathnasium.com.

The Patel Conservatory
The Straz Center’s Pa-

tel Conservatory offers 
arts education courses 
and programs in dance, 
theater and music, with 
100-plus camps and class-
es available. Students are 
instructed by passionate, 
working artists with a 
taste array of professional 
performance experience 
and exemplary curriculum 
vitae. Running from Mon-

day, June 1, to Friday, July 31, full and 
half-day camps are available weekly for 
ages 4-18. The cost varies depending 
on the camp; financial aid and schol-
arships are available. Visit the web-
site at www.patelconservatory.org or 
call 813-222-1040. Open Houses are 
scheduled for Sat., March 7, from 9-10 
a.m. and Thurs,, May 14, from 5-6 p.m.

Busch Gardens
For more than 25 

years, Busch Gar-
dens Tampa Bay 
has provided chil-
dren with inspiring, 
exciting and educa-
tional experiences 
through some of 

the best Tampa summer camp options. 
There are a wide variety of summer day 
camp options to fit your child’s grade 
level and interests. One of the reasons to 
choose Busch Gardens as your summer 
camp include it being accredited by the 
American Camping Association, meaning 
parents can trust that the camp meets 
high standards for safety, staff training 
and program quality. Also, campers get 
to enjoy the adrenaline rush of rides as 
well as the unique opportunity to meet 
animals up close. Beyond the fun, camp-
ers experience activities that are both 
enriching and educational, providing a 
well-rounded experience. 

For schedules, details and registration 
information, visit the park website at 
www.buschgardens.com.
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CEDARKIRK, CIRCLE F DUDE, PATEL, MATHNASIUM AND MORE....
Compiled By Jenny Bennett

Program component, pricing and availability subject to change. © 2026 United Parks & Resorts, Inc. All rights reserved.

YOUR SEARCH FOR 
SUMMER PLANS IS OVER

Home to more than 12,000 animals and world-class  
coasters, Busch Gardens® Tampa Bay has camps for  

both animal lovers and thrill seekers alike.  

Kids in Kindergarten through 12th grade 
 can enroll in one-of-a-kind camps.

Day Camp: K-12th • Resident Camp: 7th-12th

Book today and start counting down to the best summer ever.

BuschGardens.com/camps • (813)884-4FUN (4386)
REGISTER NOW!
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Camp Mirage
Camp Mirage is an ac-

tivity-based summer camp 
built around movement, 
creativity and hands-on 
fun. Its promise is simple 
— campers will go home 
tired, a little dirty, smiling 
and excited to come back 
the next day. It offers half-
day camps for grades K and 
up, running from 9 a.m.-12 Noon, with before 
and after-care available from 7:30 a.m.- 5:30 
p.m. Weekly tuition ranges from $125-$185 
depending on age group, a membership dis-
count program is available which provides 
10 percent off tuition and a reduced rate for 
before and after care. Camp Mirage is locat-
ed at 2913 John Moore Rd. in Brandon. Visit 
www.campmiragebrandon.com or call 813-
825-2234.

F e l l o w s h i p 
Church

Fellowship Church, 
located at 15326 
FishHawk Blvd., in 
Lithia will be holding 
a weekly sports sum-
mer camp from Mon-
day, June 1, through 
Thursday, July 23. 
Camp will be Mon-
days through Thursdays from 9 a.m.-12:30 
p.m. and will cost $150, with a sibling dis-
count available. Campers must bring drinks 
and a snack, as well as wear sports attire; 

a camp shirt will be pro-
vided. Visit its website at 
www.fellowship.church or 
call 813-655-7431.

Music Showcase 
And The Florida 
Academy Of Per-
forming Arts 

Music Showcase and 
the Florida Academy of Performing Arts 
(FAOPA) will host their 
annual summer camp 
this summer starting on 
Monday, June 1. Camp-
ers will be immersed in 
acting, singing, dancing 
and more throughout 
the summer. In Musical 
Theater Camp, campers 

will learn 
about work-
ing collaboratively, the art of 
stage character, voice projection, 
props and working with a set, 
with productions for all ages and 
skill levels. FAOPA’s day camp 
will include 
activities to 
explore in-
struments , 
acting, sing-

ing and art, with themed 
weeks like Harry Potter, 
Wicked, superheroes and 
more. Free early drop-off, 
free late pickup, scholar-

ships and sibling dis-
counts. Music Show-
case is located at 402 
Oakfield Dr. in Brandon. 
Visit www.faopa.org.

Skill Samurai
Skill Samurai’s 

STEM Camps give stu-
dents hands-on experi-
ence with today’s most 

exc i t -
ing technologies. Campers 
explore Minecraft and Rob-
lox through creative game 
design, learn responsible 
content creation in YouTube 
Studio and discover the fun-
damentals of artificial intelli-
gence. Designed for curious 
minds, these camps build 
problem-solving, creativity 
and confidence in a fun, sup-

portive environment. Perfect for beginners 
and experienced students alike, Skill Samu-
rai helps children turn interest in technology 
into real-world skills that last a lifetime local-

ly. Visit www.skillsamurai.
com/fl-brandon/camps or 
call 813-761-2832

TLC’s Gypsy Haven 
Riding Camps

Come and learn about 
horse riding and groom-
ing at TLC’s Gypsy Hav-
en’s summer camp, which 

offers hands-on experience 
and education. Camps run 
from Tuesday-Thursday from 
9a.m. - 2p.m. from Tuesday, 
June 2, through Thursday, 
June 25, and Tuesday, July 
7, through Thursday, July 
30. Group lessons are also 
available on Fridays and Sat-
urdays. Visit the website at 
www.tlcsfarms.com or call 
Tammi on 813-842-4236 for 

information. TLC’s Gypsy Haven is located 
at 4325 Keysville Rd. in Lithia.

School of Rock Valrico
Let your budding musicians join School 

of Rock this summer for a variety of mu-
sic-themed camps, including Taylor Swift 
and Classic Rock Rewind. There are differ-
ent themes for different age groups, with 
camps suitable for ages 7-18. Camps are 
available for full or half days, with the ear-
liest available drop-off being at 8:45 a.m. 

School of Rock is located at 3244 Lithia 
Pinecrest Rd., #104, in Valrico. Visit www.
schoolofrock.com/locations/valrico or call 
813-397-8828.
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ROCK SCHOOL, HORSE CAMP, BUSCH GARDENS, SKILLS & MORE...
Compiled By Jenny Bennett

2918 John Moore Rd
Brandon, FL 33511 CampMirageBrandon.com

813-825-2234 Registration Link

OVER 40OVER 40

CAMPSCAMPS
THEMEDTHEMED

REGISTER
TODAY!!!

KIDS KIDS
KINDERGARTEN

& 1ST GRADE

VACATION WITH

US THIS SUMMER!

VACATION WITH
US THIS SUMMER!Unforgettabe

Adventures
Start Here!

2ND-8TH
GRADE 
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High 5 Inc. 
Brandon’s High 5 

Inc. is inviting stu-
dents to embark on 
an exciting and ad-
venturous journey 
where your child will 
experience the thrill of summer camp. 
Daily activities will include pool time, out-
door play, field games, arts and crafts and 
more, including field trips.

Camp is offered Monday through Fri-
day from 7 a.m.-6 p.m. at High 5 Inc., 
located at 405 Beverly Blvd. in Brandon. 
Campers can sign up for individual weeks 
or throughout the entire summer. Visit   

www.high5inc.org or call 813-689-0908.
YMCA Summer Camp

With over 25 different summer camp 
options throughout the Tampa YMCA 
area, there’s something for every camp-
er to enjoy. From art and gymnastics to 
zip-lining and splashing in its pools, the 
Y is the ultimate summer destination 
with friends, fun and adventure. Summer 
camps start on Monday, June 2, and run 
all summer. Register at www.tampaymca.

org/letscamp.
Code Wiz

Code Wiz, located 
at 16132 Churchview 
Dr., Ste. 105, in Lithia, 
teaches coding and robotics to children, 
its camps are hands-on, student-driven 

and designed to foster curiosity and indepen-
dence. Campers are encouraged to explore, 
problem-solve and create at their own pace, 
with guidance from coaches to support their 
individual learning journeys. Camps will run 
throughout the summer and are available for 
mornings, afternoons or full days. Visit online 
at www. codewiz.com/fishhawk-fl.

Kids ‘R’ Kids
Looking for a 

summer camp that 
combines fun, edu-
cation, and adven-
ture? Look no fur-
ther! Kids ‘R’ Kids 
Learning Acade-

mies has created the perfect summer escape 
for kids to learn, grow and explore in a safe 
and exciting environment. Camp VIBE  in-
volves a new theme designed to empower 
campers through amusing activities, fasci-
nating field trips, timely lessons in teamwork 
and so much more. Campers will have their 
eyes opened to limitless possibilities and their 
minds focused to ignite their passions. Let 
them catch the VIBE of summer! Kids ‘R’ Kids 
is located at 5815 Kids Crossing Dr. in Lithia. 

For more informa-
tion, visit its website 
at www.kidsrkids.
com/circa-fishhawk/
p r o g r a m s /s u m -
mer-camp.

AR 
Workshop

AR Workshop 
is a craft studio 
offering hands-
on classes for 
campers ages 
5-17. The hands-

on classes are designed to inspire 
creativity, confidence and fun in a 
supportive studio environment. Both 
full and half-day camps are available 
at its location in Valrico at 1046 
Bloomingdale Ave. Visit its website 
at www.arworkshop.com/brandon 
for more information and to register.

Center For Dance Arts 
The Center For Dance Arts 

offers dance instruction in 
various genres, from beginner 
to advanced levels, for stu-
dents ages 2-18. It is also the 
home of an award-winning 
competition team. It will be 
offering summer camp; vis-
it its website at www.mycfda.com or call 
813-657-1500 for more information and 

to register. 
The Center For Dance Arts is located at 
929 E. Brandon Blvd. in Brandon.

Easterseals School For Limitless 
Learning — Inclusive Summer 
Camp For Neurodiverse Learners

Get ready 
for an exciting 
and inclusive 
adventure de-
signed spe-
cifically for 
neurodiverse 
young learners 
and those with 
other disabili-
ties in kindergarten through second grade. 
Packed with hands-on and interactive 
STEAM activities, it’s a supportive space 
where every child can explore, grow and 
thrive. The Easterseals School for Limitless 
Learning is located at 2460 Bloomingdale 

Ave., Ste. 170, in Valrico, 
and the summer camp is 
available for six weeks 
from Monday, June 15, to 
Friday, July 24, with morn-
ing, afternoon and all-day 
sessions available. Visit 
its website at https://
florida.easterseals.com/
get-support/areas-of-sup-

por t /ear l y -ch i l dhood-care/easter-
seals-school-for-limitless-learning.

YMCA, CODE WIZ, AR WORKSHOP, VIBE CAMP, HIGH 5 INC. & MORE
Compiled By Jenny Bennett
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Yes to New  
Adventures

REGISTER ONLINE
tampaymca.org/LETSCAMP »

CAMPO FAMILY YMCA  
813.684.1371

NORTH BRANDON 
FAMILY YMCA  
813.685.5402

SPURLINO FAMILY YMCA 
AT BIG BEND ROAD   

813.228.9622

YMCA CAMP CRISTINA  
813.677.8400

CAMP WITH US
With over 25 different camp options throughout the 

Tampa YMCA area, there’s something for every camper to 
enjoy! From art and gymnastics to ziplining and splashing 

in our pools the Y is the ultimate summer destination.

OPEN HOUSE at YMCA Camp Cristina:  
Feb. 21, March 21 and April 18  |  11am-1pm

Join us for Camp Tours & S’mores at YMCA Camp Cristina to 
explore and experience everything we have to offer! With 65 acres 

of beautiful fields, nature trails, horses, ropes adventure and 
MORE, it’s a great way for families to have fun and get outside.

YMCA SUMMER CAMP
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Families are in-
vited to suit up and 
blast off as Galac-
ticoaster launch-
es at LEGOLAND 
Florida Resort, 
marking the debut 
of the park’s new-
est space-themed 
land and its first 
indoor roller coast-
er since opening in 
2011.

Billed as the 
Ultimate Indoor 
Family Coaster, Galacticoaster combines 
storytelling, interactivity and cutting-edge 
ride technology to deliver a one-of-a-kind 
LEGO space adventure designed for guests 
of all ages. The attraction officially opened 
in February.

As part of the celebration, guests were 
able to collect a free, exclusive Galacti-
coaster Grand Opening First Flight Pop 
Badge while supplies lasted.

The adventure begins well before launch. 
Upon entering the queue, guests are im-
mersed in a cinematic LEGO space mission, 
reporting to the Briefing Room, where 
Chief Engineer Biff Dipper — a larger-than-
life robotic minifigure — delivers mission 
instructions filled with humor and classic 
LEGO personality. The preshow experience 
welcomes recruits to Galaxy Command 

and builds antic-
ipation as launch 
approaches.

Before blast-
off, riders de-
sign their own 
spacecraft us-
ing interactive 
touchscreens , 
choosing from 
nose, tail, wing 
and special-fea-
ture options to 
create one of 
more than 625 

possible combinations. Each custom cre-
ation is stored on an RFID wristband and 
appears throughout the ride, allowing 
guests to soar through the LEGO Galaxy in 
the very ship they designed.

Once airborne, Galacticoaster reach-
es speeds of up to 40 mph as it rockets 
through an intergalactic LEGO solar sys-
tem filled with synchronized lighting, spe-
cial effects and surprise appearances from 
classic LEGO Space characters, including 
the attraction’s first-ever animatronic mini-
figure.

LEGOLAND Florida Theme Park is part of 
LEGOLAND Florida Resort, which also in-
cludes Peppa Pig Theme Park Florida, SEA 
LIFE Florida and LEGOLAND Water Park, 
Designed for children ages 2-12. For tickets 
and times, visit www.legoland.com.

Staff Report

Guests design their own LEGO spacecraft before blasting 
off on Galacticoaster, the first indoor family coaster at 

LEGOLAND Florida Theme Park,

GALACTICOASTER BLASTS OFF AT 
LEGOLAND FLORIDA WITH FIRST-EVER 

INDOOR FAMILY COASTER
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Bring your Osprey Observer on your travels and share with us.
Email photos, name & location to editor@ospreyobserver.com.

Doug and Troy Gilmore took the OspreyObserver to the temple of Aphaia, erectedbetween 500 and 490 BC on the island ofAegina, Greece.

Where In The World

Notice Under Fictitious Name Law Pursuant to Section 865.09, Florida Statutes

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the undersigned, desiring to engage in business under 
the fictitious name of Suncoast Neighborhood Health Clinic, located at

3624 Causeway Blvd, in Hillsborough County, in the city of Tampa, Florida 
33619 intends to register said name with the Division of Corporations of the 

Florida Department of State, Tallahassee, Florida

Dated at Valrico, Florida this 20th day of February 2026
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On February 26, Hillsbor-
ough County Public Schools 
(HCPS) announced that Sara 
Bogue was named director of 
athletics, making her the first 
woman to serve in that role in 
district history.

“It is an extraordinary hon-
or and responsibility,” said 
Bogue. “I am proud to repre-
sent women in athletic lead-
ership and hopeful that this 
milestone reflects the con-
tinued progress and oppor-
tunities available to women 
in sports. As the mother of a 
10-year-old daughter, this role 
carries even greater meaning. If she — and 
other young girls across our district — grow 
up knowing they belong in any space they 
choose to pursue, including athletics, that’s 
something I’m proud of.”

Bogue, who has served in Hillsborough 
County for the past 20 years as a teacher, 
coach and assistant principal, replaces Lan-
ness Robinson, who was named executive 
director of the Tampa Bay Sports Commis-
sion in December 2025.

She began her career with the district 
as a P.E. teacher at Newsome High School, 
where she was also the varsity girls basket-
ball coach and was named Western Confer-
ence Coach of the Year. She later became 
an assistant principal for student affairs at 
Lennard High School and Bloomingdale High 
School. She will oversee athletics at both the 
high school and middle school levels for the 
county.

“I am incredibly excited to expand my 
impact and serve more students, coaches 
and schools across the district,” said Bogue. 
“Athletics has the power to shape charac-

ter, build leadership 
and open doors 
of opportunity for 
young people. Be-
ing in a position 
to help strengthen 
and elevate ath-
letic programs on 
a broader scale is 
both energizing 
and meaningful. 
I look forward to 
collaborating with 
school leaders and 
coaches to continue 
creating positive, 

life-changing experi-
ences for our student athletes.”

Most recently, she served as assistant 
principal for administration at Blooming-
dale High School, overseeing athletic pro-
grams, facility operations and campus safe-
ty and security. She led Bloomingdale to its 
first-ever Vernon Korhn Athletic Program of 
the Year award.

“Bloomingdale has always been more 
than a workplace — it is truly a family,” said 
Bogue. “The culture of support, unity and 
shared purpose is something I will always 
treasure. I will deeply miss our coaching 
staff. They lead with heart and selflessness 
every single day. Most of all, I will miss the 
students. Their energy and spirit have been 
a daily reminder of why this work matters.”

“I am deeply thankful to everyone who 
has supported, mentored and encouraged 
me throughout my 20 years with HCPS,” 
said Bogue. “This journey has been built on 
relationships, teamwork and shared com-
mitment to students. I look forward to hon-
oring that foundation as we continue mov-
ing athletics forward together.”

By Nick Nahas

Photo Courtesy Of Hillsborough County
Sara Bogue

SARA BOGUE NAMED FIRST FEMALE 
DIRECTOR OF ATHLETICS IN 

HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY’S HISTORY
Family Promise 

of Hillsborough 
County will host its 
first-ever fundrais-
ing gala, Tea With 
a Twist, on Sat-
urday, March 28, 
from 2-5 p.m. at 
New Hope Church. 
Designed as a styl-
ish yet meaning-
ful afternoon, the 
event blends tea, 
fashion and com-
munity connection 
while raising criti-
cal funds for fam-
ilies experiencing 
homelessness in 
Hillsborough Coun-
ty.

The inaugural 
gala marks a milestone for Family Prom-
ise of Hillsborough County, an organiza-
tion dedicated to empowering homeless 
and low-income families with children 
to achieve lasting independence. Unlike 
a traditional evening gala, Tea With a 
Twist offers a relaxed daytime setting 
featuring tea and refreshments, raffles 
and the event’s standout attraction — a 
men’s fashion show that promises a fun 
and unexpected spin on the classic tea 
party.

Organizers said the event is about 
more than elegance and entertainment. 
As the organization’s first official fund-
raiser, the gala serves as a call to action 
for the community to rally around fami-
lies in need.

“We believe that no child should have 
to sleep in a car or on the street,” said 
Edwina Reddick, executive director of 
Family Promise Hillsborough. “This event 

is about raising 
awareness, build-
ing community 
and inspiring 
generosity.”

All proceeds 
from the gala will 
directly support 
Family Promise’s 
programs, which 
provide shelter, 
case manage-
ment and sup-
portive services 
to help families 
regain stability 
and move toward 
permanent hous-
ing. Funds raised 
will assist fami-
lies across Hills-
borough County 

as they work to overcome financial cri-
ses and housing instability.

The event is open to the public, and 
both individual tickets and sponsor-
ship opportunities are available. Those 
unable to attend can still support the 
mission through online donations, which 
are tax-deductible. Family Promise of 
Hillsborough County Inc. is a registered 
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.

Community members are encouraged 
to attend, sponsor or donate and to help 
spread the word by following Family 
Promise on social media. Updates and 
additional information can be found 
on Instagram @familypromiseofhi, on 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/fam-
ilypromisefl and on Twitter @Family-
Promise1.

Tickets, sponsorship details and dona-
tion options are available at the website 
www.familypromisefl.org/.

Staff Report

TEA WITH A TWIST: FAMILY PROMISE 
LAUNCHES EVENT TO SUPPORT FAMILIES

Live stronger with  
a healthy heart.
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Tampa Bay’s 
Heart Experts
From fatigue to chest  
pain or palpitations,  
every symptom could  
be a sign that you need  
to see your doctor. In  
those moments when  
your heart is at risk, turn to  
AdventHealth Pepin Heart Institute. 

We’re honored to be recognized with the 
HeartCARE Center National Distinction 
of Excellence by the American College of 
Cardiology, and we’re here to help when  
your heart needs us most.

We know your heart. We know that  
each one is unique, and our experts  
are here to care for each one.

Take your heart risk  
assessment today. 
FloridaHeartExperts.com 

2025
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Endometriosis develops when tissue 
that’s similar to the lining of the uterus 
grows outside the uterus — in places it 
shouldn’t be. Endometriosis affects about 
10 percent of women of reproductive age 
in the United States alone. 

The most common symptom of endo-
metriosis is pain during your period, and 
some women endure this pain for years 
before they finally receive a diagnosis. 
Other symptoms can include pain with 
sexual activity, pain during bowel move-
ments, heavy periods, spotting or bleeding 
between your menstrual cycle and infer-
tility. 

Researchers don’t know exactly what 
causes endometriosis, but some of the 
main risk factors for the condition include 
starting your period at an early age, hav-
ing higher levels of estrogen in your body, 
or having shorter or longer than normal 
menstrual periods. 

Whether a woman wants to become 
pregnant or is experiencing debilitating 

period pain, treatment can be a big game 
changer. Sometimes, treatment can be as 
simple as taking over-the-counter medica-
tions to treat the pain or taking hormonal 
contraceptives. However, for women who 
experience advanced endometriosis — 
and whose quality of life has been impact-
ed — surgery may be the best option. 

In the past, surgeons have treated en-
dometriosis by using heat to destroy the 
damaging tissue. But now, minimally 
invasive excision surgery is considered 
the best way to remove the endometrial 
growths, along with any scar tissue that’s 
formed. While the procedure is not a cure 
for endometriosis, it can improve quality 
of life significantly. 

AdventHealth Tampa’s caring doctors 
understand the pain you’re experiencing 
and will take every possible step to help 
you find relief. 

To learn more or to schedule an ap-
pointment, visit the website directly at          
www.womenssurgerytampa.com.

By Staff Report 

FIND RELIEF FROM ENDOMETRIOSIS 
WITH ADVENTHEALTH

NOW, MORE THAN EVER,
WE REALIZE 

THE 
IMPORTANCE 

OF FAMILY.  
Have you taken the TIME 
to do your Will or Trust? 

Remember, you are 
not doing it for yourself... 
you are doing it for THEM.

 
 

 
2240 LITHIA CENTER LANE 

VALRICO 33596 
 THOMAS@TOMGALLOLAW.COM 

813-815-4529

NOW, MORE THAN EVER,
WE REALIZE 

THE 
IMPORTANCE 

OF FAMILY.  
Have you taken the TIME 
to do your Will or Trust? 

Remember, you are 
not doing it for yourself... 
you are doing it for THEM.

 
 

 
2240 LITHIA CENTER LANE 

VALRICO 33596 
 THOMAS@TOMGALLOLAW.COM 

813-815-4529

NOW, MORE THAN EVER

proudly supports

Wills & Trusts - Probate - Guardianship - Elder Law - Asset Protection

2240 LITHIA CENTER LANE, VALRICO 33596
Thomas@TomGalloLaw.com

(813) 815-4529

CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR FREE CONSULTATION

Have you taken the TIME
to do your Will or Trust?

Remember, you are
not doing it for yourself...

you are doing it for THEM.

WE REALIZE
THE

IMPORTANCE 
OF FAMILY

CUSTOM HAIR

THE LOOK YOUWANT, WITHOUT THE SOUTH TAMPA PRICE!

Thin Hair?
For the hair you’ve always wanted!

Since 1969

customhairtampabay.com • APPOINTMENT ONLY PLEASE

56
33

6-
1

• FREE CONSULTATION!
• EUROPEAN HUMAN HAIR TOPPERS,
WIGS & BLENDS

• NON-SURGICAL BONDING options for
active men & women

• Chemotherapy and Alopecia Specialists
• Largest In-Stock Selection in Tampa Bay
• Non-Surgical Hair Replacement for Men

CLEARWATER MALL
727-725-1052

BRANDON
813-651-9484

TAMPA
813-932-5327

912 Lithia Pinecrest Rd., Brandon, FL 33511
www.Preservation1st.com

Securities offered through J.W. Cole Financial, Inc. (JWC), Member FINRA/SIPC. Advisory services offered
through J.W. Cole Advisors, Inc. (JWCA). Preservation 1st Financial Group, LLC and JWC & JWCA are

unaffiliated entities. Non-security products are not offered by J.W. Cole.

Let us help take the burden 
of retirement and estate 
planning off your mind.

Call Today for your
Free Consultation.
813-627-0872
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Bridgewater Landing 
Apartments Ribbon 
Cutting

The Brandon Riverview 
Chamber of Commerce 
proudly hosted a ribbon-cut-
ting ceremony on March 
10 to celebrate the grand 
opening of Sunrise Homes – 
Bridgewater Landing Apart-
ments, a new 55-plus active 
adult living community in 
Riverview. Leasing has offi-
cially opened for this community, which of-
fers thoughtfully designed one and two-bed-
room residences with modern finishes, in-unit 
laundry and private patios or balconies.

Residents also enjoy a variety of amenities, 
including access to the Sweet Water Club 
community clubhouse, walking trails, outdoor 
gathering spaces and convenient proximity 
to shopping and dining at Winthrop Town 
Centre.

The apartments are part of the larger 
Bridgewater Landing community, designed 
to support residents’ ability to age in place. 
The campus includes villas and duplexes, in-
dependent living apartments and The Bridg-
es Assisted Living Facility, creating a con-
tinuum of care and living options that allow 
residents to remain within the community as 
their needs evolve.

Visit its website at https://bridgewater-
landings.com/ for additional information and 
to schedule a tour.

Blooming Communications
Blooming Communications is a public re-

lations consultancy founded by FishHawk 

resident Caitlin Gardner. Built on the belief 
that leaders should show up with clarity and 
calm confidence when the stakes are high, 
Blooming Communications partners with en-
trepreneurs, executives and organizations to 
strengthen their visibility, protect their repu-
tations and tell their stories with confidence. 

Blooming Communications proudly sup-
ports local businesses while serving clients 
nationally. The firm was recently recognized 
as a finalist as Emerging Business of the Year 
by the Valrico FishHawk Chamber of Com-
merce and is committed to helping leaders 
bloom under pressure — onstage, in the me-
dia and in everyday leadership moments.

Visit www.bloomingcomm.
com for more information.

Apex Sight Solutions
Apex Sight Solutions is a 

premier property insight firm 
that delivers top-tier resi-
dential inspection services, 
enhanced by advanced aeri-
al technology. Its inspection 
services are for homeowners 

that are buying, selling, building, maintain-
ing or even refinancing their home. Ground-
ed in Christian principles of truth, integrity 
and service, it offers unmatched precision 
and clarity — ensuring that every property, 
from the foundation to the rooftop, is seen 
with excellence and purpose.

It recently added 203k consulting to its 
services for the community. 203k loans are 
back by HUD and are for those who are 
purchasing a home that needs renovations 
or are looking to do improvements on their 

home and choose to refinance 
and incorporate the reno-
vation costs into their loan. 
Apex Sight Solutions is ap-
proved by the HUD 203k con-
sultant program and is avail-
able to serve all of Florida.

Apex Sight Solutions is lo-
cated at 11232 Boyette Rd., 
Unit 2088, in Riverview. Visit 
https://apexsightsolutions.
com/ to find out more.

Brandon BBQ On Demand
David, the owner of Brandon BBQ on De-

mand, has been barbecuing for over 25 years 
and has perfected his techniques, created his 
own BBQ rub and everything, including all 
sides, are homemade, secret recipes. He of-
fers the usual BBQ staples, such as brisket, 
pulled pork and ribs, but also less common 
items, like smoked chicken wings, smoked 
steaks, smoked salmon and even smoked 
prime rib. Right now, Brandon BBQ on De-
mand is focused on catering for small events, 
such as parties and office functions, and it 
is able to accommodate anywhere from 10-
100 people. There is no storefront, only online 
and phone ordering, with delivery or pickup 
available. A 72-hour notice is required, and 
all orders are custom-made. View the menu 
on its website at www.brandonbbqonde-
mand.com or call 813-693-1819.

HCA Brandon Hospital Achieves 
Top Honor For Patient Safety

HCA Florida Brandon Hospital announced 
recently that it has achieved the 2026 Pa-
tient Safety Excellence Award from Health-
grades, the No. 1 site Americans use to find 
a doctor or hospital. This award reflects 
Brandon Hospital’s commitment to safe, 
patient-centered care and puts the orga-
nization in the top 10 percent of hospitals 
nationwide for patient safety four years in 
a row. Brandon Hospital’s achievement is 
based solely on what matters most: patient 
outcomes. To determine the national leaders 
in patient safety, Healthgrades evaluated 
risk-adjusted complication and mortality 
rates from approximately 4,500 hospitals 
nationwide.
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MOM & BABY CLASSES
FOR GROWING FAMILIES 

UPCOMING CLASSES
Breastfeeding 101 (Virtual)

Monday, March 30
Childbirth Preparation

Saturday, March 28 | Saturday, April 18
  Infant Massage

Tuesday, March 31
Prenatal Yoga

Thursday, May 21
Maternity Tour

Thursday, April 9 | Friday, April 17
NEWBORN CARE & SAFETY

Tuesday, April 28

We offer many other free classes and
seminars designed to support your overall

health and wellness.

119 Oakfield Drive, Brandon, FL 33511

844.630.5295

FREE to attend

Virtual & in-person
options available

Led by trusted
healthcare
professionals

Scan the QR
code to learn

more & register

Professional Concrete
Installation

kinginc701@gmail.comkinginc701@gmail.com

Residential | Driveways
Sidewalks | Patios | Slabs

Serving Hillsborough County for Over 30 Years

Licensed & Insured
kingconcrete813.com

Free Estimates Available!
813-299-1917
Free Estimates Available!
813-299-1917

$20
OFF

ANY FAN PURCHASE OF
$29999 OR MORE!

Coupon Expires 04/30/2026

MUST PRESENT COUPON
Not valid with any other offers

Celebraang 45 Years of Staying Cool!
Parts & Services Available Locally OwnedIn-Store Warrannes

BRANDON 813-685-6130 1943 W. Brandon Blvd

dansfancity.com

LARGEST SELECTION OF 
INDOOR & OUTDOOR 

FANS ANYWHERE!

Aria
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813-934-2204 | leasing@bridgewaterlandings.com

Full size in-home washer and dryer
Water
Wifi + 60 channels

It's your time to enjoy more. Downsize
without compromise in a thoughtfully
designed community of high-end, easy-
to-maintain apartments-where comfort,
convenience, and an active lifestyle come
together for adults 55 and better.

NOW LEASING
BRAND NEW
PREMIUM RESIDENCES!
IN AN ACTIVE 55+ COMMUNITY

CALL US FOR MORE INFORMATION ON
LEASING SPECIALS!

ELEVATE LIVING, SIMPLIFY LIFE.

5790 STOCKPORT ST, RIVERVIEW, FL 33578

COMPLIMENTARY 1-YEAR• MEMBERSHIP TO
THE SWEET WATER CLUB CLUBHOUSE
FOR OUR FIRST BUILDING OF RESIDENTS!

ON BLOOMINGDALE AVENUE. ACROSS FROM
THE WINTHROP TOWNE CENTRE.

STARTING AT $1630

MONTHLY FEES INCLUDE:

Pool & Fitness Center
Curated Activities
Happy Hours & Themed Events

Discover More About The
Clubhouse Amenities & Events
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111 ALAFIA ESTATES LN
3BR/3BA/3CAR + OFFICE + 5.11 ACRES

$1,250,000 

DELIVERING RESULTS YEAR AFTER YEAR

Direct: 813-924-8677 
Office: 813-655-5333

Brenda@BrendaWade.com
www.BrendaWade.com
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1111 DURANT RD
3BR/2BA/2CAR + OFFICE +

BONUS + POOL +
STORAGE GARAGE

$540,000

16349 SPRING VALLEY RD
3BR/2BA + DETACHED 2 CAR
GARAGE + BONUS + POOL +

HOT TUB
$575,000

602 FIELDCREST DR
2BR/2.5BA/2CAR + ASSIGNED

PARKING
$225,000

3719 MOORES LAKE RD
3BR/3BA + 3CAR DETACHED GARAGE
+ DOUBLE RV GARAGE + 6.13 ACRES

$899,000 

4712 EVER LASTING TRL
4BR/3.5BA/3CAR + DETACHED

GARAGE + POLE BARN + 1.26 ACRES
$675,000

1018 TRACEY ANN LOOP
5BR/4BA/3CAR + BONUS + POOL +

OUTDOOR KITCHEN
$650,000

124 BARRINGTON DR
4BR/3BA/2CAR + POOL

$675,000 

2718 GARDEN FALLS DR
4BR/2.5BA/2CAR + LOFT

$420,000

Top Producer 
2002-2025 1709 Bloomingdale Ave, Valrico, FL 33596

NEW SEASON, NEW POSSIBILITIES

Helping Buyers & Sellers Make Moves with Confidence!
THE #1 RESIDENTIAL RESALE AGENT IN

HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY
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