
Bite-sized lessons  
with big impact  
from SLA’s Brown  
Bag sessions

Stories of grit, growth and
resilience—featuring the dreamers, 
disruptors, believers, risk-takers, 
visionaries, movers, fighters and 
challengers from Singapore.
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Matters of the Mind: Dr Lim Boon Leng

Lights, Camera, Action: Dasmond Koh

Eye on Singapore: Darren Soh

The Toast That Binds: Jesher Loi

First Instincts, Best Instincts: Sharon Sim

Liberating the Voice: Petrina Kow

The Singaporean Who Beat Michael Phelps: Joseph Schooling

Happiness, with a Side of Spice: Benjamin Boh 

Never Too Young to Build an Empire: Vanessa Ho

Force for Good: Sybil Lau

On Stage, Off Stage: Taufik Batisah

Making Singapore Lovable: Wee Teng Wen

Way of the Ninja: Lai Chang Wen

A Lifelong Fascination with Storytelling: Quak Hiang Whai

The Combo Specialist, with a Signature Dish: Eric Sim

The Boy Who Dared to Dream: Fandi Ahmad

The Modern Agora: Jaelle Ang

Conquering a Multi-Million-Dollar Business—and Herself: Rachel Lim 

Saving Ourselves, and the Planet: Professor Koh Lian Pin

Spreading the Gift of Education: Ng Yi-Xian

Man on a Green Mission: Zac Toh

Stories

 

The Idea

About SLA

Index

Photo Credits

4

9

230

238

10

20

30

42

52

62

72

84

94

106

118

128

138

150

160

170

180

190

200

210

220

3 

SLA Corporate Publication_W180xH230mm JS250235_25-002_AC2 SLA Corporate Publication_W180xH230mm JS250235_25-002_AC2



O

E

C

T

T

N

N
S

Matters of the Mind: Dr Lim Boon Leng

Lights, Camera, Action: Dasmond Koh

Eye on Singapore: Darren Soh

The Toast That Binds: Jesher Loi

First Instincts, Best Instincts: Sharon Sim

Liberating the Voice: Petrina Kow

The Singaporean Who Beat Michael Phelps: Joseph Schooling

Happiness, with a Side of Spice: Benjamin Boh 

Never Too Young to Build an Empire: Vanessa Ho

Force for Good: Sybil Lau

On Stage, Off Stage: Taufik Batisah

Making Singapore Lovable: Wee Teng Wen

Way of the Ninja: Lai Chang Wen

A Lifelong Fascination with Storytelling: Quak Hiang Whai

The Combo Specialist, with a Signature Dish: Eric Sim

The Boy Who Dared to Dream: Fandi Ahmad

The Modern Agora: Jaelle Ang

Conquering a Multi-Million-Dollar Business—and Herself: Rachel Lim 

Saving Ourselves, and the Planet: Professor Koh Lian Pin

Spreading the Gift of Education: Ng Yi-Xian

Man on a Green Mission: Zac Toh

Stories

 

The Idea

About SLA

Index

Photo Credits

4

9

230

238

10

20

30

42

52

62

72

84

94

106

118

128

138

150

160

170

180

190

200

210

220

3 

SLA Corporate Publication_W180xH230mm JS250235_25-002_AC2 SLA Corporate Publication_W180xH230mm JS250235_25-002_AC2



H
T

E

D
I

E
A

As Singapore marks its 60th year of independence, 
we honour the generations who have built this nation 
through unity, ingenuity, and resilience. SG60 is not 
just a celebration of how far we’ve come—it’s also a 
call to action: to continue building a more inclusive, 
innovative, and sustainable Singapore together.

It is in this spirit that we at the Singapore Land 
Authority (SLA) embrace the challenge of turning 
constraints into possibilities. While Singapore may be 
bounded by limited land, our capacity for innovation 
and transformation knows no bounds.

As our world becomes increasingly unpredictable and 
challenges grow ever more complex, it is crucial—now 
more than ever—that we pause to reconsider how we 
think, work, act, and engage with our stakeholders.

The Brown Bag sessions were a series of lunchtime 
conversations initiated to exemplify how curiosity 
and collaboration can spark meaningful dialogue and 
inspire new ideas.

In 2021, as the effects of the pandemic continued 
to reverberate through the lives of individuals and 
across organisations and governments, we found 
ourselves asking, “How can we gain a real sense of 
what is happening on the ground? How do we stay 
attuned to emerging trends? How can we be inspired 
to generate new ideas in optimising spaces, beyond 
purely economic uses?”

One way, we believed, was by bringing together 
individuals from diverse backgrounds, industries, and 
areas of expertise to share their stories, thought 
processes, experiences, and lessons. And this was how 
SLA’s Brown Bag sessions began.

In July 2021, we held our inaugural session with Mr 
Wee Teng Wen from the Lo & Behold Group. Since 
then, we have had the privilege of hosting over 20 
speakers, primarily from the private sector, who 
shared their stories of resilience, entrepreneurship, 
and sustainability. 

From sports to finance to logistics to fashion to 
hospitality and entertainment, these conversations 
have been a wellspring of learning for all of us at SLA. 
And this book, Think Unlimited, extends that spirit 
outward—to our fellow Singaporeans today, and for 
generations to come. 

At SLA, we are committed to shaping 
and stewarding Singapore’s land 
and geospatial resources not just 
with technical excellence, but with 
imagination and purpose. We aim to 
engage, co-create, and evolve alongside 
the people we serve by tapping into the 
collective talents of our community and 
embracing a mindset of possibility— 
realising a vision of space that is not 
just physical, but filled with potential.
As we reflect on our shared journey and look toward 
the future, we hope this compilation of stories will 
serve as a beacon of hope and inspiration for us all to 
always Think Unlimited.

5 

SLA Corporate Publication_W180xH230mm JS250235_25-002_AC2 SLA Corporate Publication_W180xH230mm JS250235_25-002_AC2



H
T

E

D
I

E
A

As Singapore marks its 60th year of independence, 
we honour the generations who have built this nation 
through unity, ingenuity, and resilience. SG60 is not 
just a celebration of how far we’ve come—it’s also a 
call to action: to continue building a more inclusive, 
innovative, and sustainable Singapore together.

It is in this spirit that we at the Singapore Land 
Authority (SLA) embrace the challenge of turning 
constraints into possibilities. While Singapore may be 
bounded by limited land, our capacity for innovation 
and transformation knows no bounds.

As our world becomes increasingly unpredictable and 
challenges grow ever more complex, it is crucial—now 
more than ever—that we pause to reconsider how we 
think, work, act, and engage with our stakeholders.

The Brown Bag sessions were a series of lunchtime 
conversations initiated to exemplify how curiosity 
and collaboration can spark meaningful dialogue and 
inspire new ideas.

In 2021, as the effects of the pandemic continued 
to reverberate through the lives of individuals and 
across organisations and governments, we found 
ourselves asking, “How can we gain a real sense of 
what is happening on the ground? How do we stay 
attuned to emerging trends? How can we be inspired 
to generate new ideas in optimising spaces, beyond 
purely economic uses?”

One way, we believed, was by bringing together 
individuals from diverse backgrounds, industries, and 
areas of expertise to share their stories, thought 
processes, experiences, and lessons. And this was how 
SLA’s Brown Bag sessions began.

In July 2021, we held our inaugural session with Mr 
Wee Teng Wen from the Lo & Behold Group. Since 
then, we have had the privilege of hosting over 20 
speakers, primarily from the private sector, who 
shared their stories of resilience, entrepreneurship, 
and sustainability. 

From sports to finance to logistics to fashion to 
hospitality and entertainment, these conversations 
have been a wellspring of learning for all of us at SLA. 
And this book, Think Unlimited, extends that spirit 
outward—to our fellow Singaporeans today, and for 
generations to come. 

At SLA, we are committed to shaping 
and stewarding Singapore’s land 
and geospatial resources not just 
with technical excellence, but with 
imagination and purpose. We aim to 
engage, co-create, and evolve alongside 
the people we serve by tapping into the 
collective talents of our community and 
embracing a mindset of possibility— 
realising a vision of space that is not 
just physical, but filled with potential.
As we reflect on our shared journey and look toward 
the future, we hope this compilation of stories will 
serve as a beacon of hope and inspiration for us all to 
always Think Unlimited.

5 

SLA Corporate Publication_W180xH230mm JS250235_25-002_AC2 SLA Corporate Publication_W180xH230mm JS250235_25-002_AC2



7 

This publication is a 
collaborative effort between 
SLA and our distinguished 
speakers, all of whom generously 
contributed their time and effort 
on a pro bono basis.  
 
All speakers featured in this 
publication were from the 
private sector when their 
respective sessions took place 
between 2021 and 2024. 
 
The content reflects their 
Brown Bag session, and each  

story features them 
photographed against a State 
property that best resonates 
with their professional domain or 
personal narrative. The.State 
properties managed by SLA in 
this publication are highlighted 
in colour and with a square. 

We extend our warmest 
gratitude to all the speakers 
who have participated in 
these conversations, embraced  
this project, and shared  
their wisdom.

THINK UNLIMITED6

SLA Corporate Publication_W180xH230mm JS250235_25-002_AC2 SLA Corporate Publication_W180xH230mm JS250235_25-002_AC2



7 

This publication is a 
collaborative effort between 
SLA and our distinguished 
speakers, all of whom generously 
contributed their time and effort 
on a pro bono basis.  
 
All speakers featured in this 
publication were from the 
private sector when their 
respective sessions took place 
between 2021 and 2024. 
 
The content reflects their 
Brown Bag session, and each  

story features them 
photographed against a State 
property that best resonates 
with their professional domain or 
personal narrative. The.State 
properties managed by SLA in 
this publication are highlighted 
in colour and with a square. 

We extend our warmest 
gratitude to all the speakers 
who have participated in 
these conversations, embraced  
this project, and shared  
their wisdom.

THINK UNLIMITED6

SLA Corporate Publication_W180xH230mm JS250235_25-002_AC2 SLA Corporate Publication_W180xH230mm JS250235_25-002_AC2



B
A

U
T

O
L

S
A

9 

The Singapore Land Authority (SLA) is a statutory board under the 
Ministry of Law. Formed on 1 June 2001, our mission is to ensure 
effective use of land resources and data for the economic and social 
development of Singapore.
 
Our vision Limited Land   Unlimited Space is a creative paradox that 
aptly highlights our nation’s constraints and SLA’s commitment in 
addressing them. The word ‘Space’ is multi-dimensional, encompassing 
realms from the physical to the digital. ‘Unlimited’ represents the extent 
of our commitment in our quest for solutions and innovations that will 
contribute to the economic and social development of Singapore.
 
State Land and Properties
SLA manages about 11,000 hectares of State land and about 2,600 
State properties, which are used for residential, commercial, social and 
community purposes. Through the careful planning and execution of 
interim uses for State properties under our management, SLA is able  
to maximise the use of vacant State land and properties in creative  
and innovative ways to support our nation’s evolving economic and 
social needs.
 
Geospatial
SLA drives the use and development of geospatial information and 
technology by fostering a national collaborative environment that 
encourages innovation, knowledge sharing and value creation among 
public agencies, private enterprises and the community.
 
Regulatory
SLA is the national land registration and land survey authority and is 
responsible for maintaining accurate and reliable land ownership and 
land boundary systems.

.
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From now-demolished buildings like Pearl Bank Apartments and  
the National Library at Stamford Road, to national monuments  
like Jurong Town Hall and the MacDonald House, to familiar 
everyday spaces such as HDB flats and public recreational 
facilities—nothing in our built environment escapes the roving, 
restless eye of Darren Soh.

Documenting the evolution of our city’s landscape since the 
1990s, Darren may be known as a photographer, but he can also be 
considered a historian, an archivist, a journalist, and a sociologist. 
Because what Darren does goes beyond photographing buildings 
and spaces. His acclaimed body of works freezes time, preserving 
the important landmarks, architecture, and spaces that are infused 
with our collective memory, heritage, and culture.

“Photography is not just a hobby. It’s many things. 
It can be used to convey ideas about buildings, 
about our history, about our memories—and not 
just shared memories, but also personal memories 
of a space. It’s something that I feel very much 
for.”
His images also serve as important commentary on our nation’s ever-
evolving identity and progress, especially in a city with limited land. 
After all, with a degree in Sociology, Darren views the world through 
the lens of social structures, interactions, and change. This informs 
how he looks at architecture and buildings and what he chooses to 
point his lens towards.

Eye on Singapore:
			     
		  on telling 
Singaporean stories 
from a sociological 
perspective, one 
photo at a time

While You Were Sleeping is a 
collection of photographs of large-
scale nocturnal landscapes of 
Singapore by Darren, first published 
in 2004. Its sequel, In the Still of the 
Night (While You Were Sleeping)  
(TOP) was published in 2015.
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.Temasek Shophouse
Darren is shot at the restored and newly 
renovated.Temasek Shophouse at 28 
Orchard Road. During the conservation 
studies of adjacent units, it was discovered 
that most of the buildings had an original 
coat of Shanghai plaster–a mix of crushed 
stoned chippings held together with 
plaster. The Shanghai plaster is now being 
carefully restored as part of the broader 
conservation of the row of century-old 
shophouses. 139 
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“My opinions on things like conservation and rapid development 
are framed from a sociological perspective. While they’re not 
photography-related, I think sociology helps me make sense of the 
world and informs the work that I do. Sociology tells you why people 
do things in groups or as a society, and that has shaped my decision to 
keep taking photographs. It allows me to reason with myself as to why 
things are the way they are and examine the role my images have played 
and will play in this ever-surprising world.”

Having shot for international magazines such as Wallpaper and 
Monocle, Darren has been commissioned by various organisations to 
photograph spaces—both old and new. His works are also collected by 
the National Museum of Singapore, as well as corporate and private 
collectors around the world. In 2017, his photographs of public housing 
in Singapore were showcased at the Singapore Pavilion of EXPO 
2017 Astana (now Nur-Sultan) in Kazakhstan, as well as at the St+art 
India, an urban art festival in Mumbai. His now-famous picture of the 
reflection of an HDB block also made him the only photographer from 
Asia among the 10 global winners of Apple’s inaugural #shotoniphone 
Challenge in 2019.

Darren’s foray into photography began when he 
was 14, egged on by his then-best friend at Catholic 
High School, who first picked up the hobby. His first 

experience with the camera coincided with Singapore’s 25th anniversary. 
This was 1990, and that year, his friend’s parents secured a room at the 
Westin Stamford (now Swissôtel The Stamford) to watch the National 
Day Parade at the Padang.

“I joined him because he was my best friend. I can’t imagine I was taking 
pictures when Singapore was 25. I was very excited I could photograph 
fireworks, but none of the images turned out well as I didn’t know how 
to set the exposure properly. However, I took some other images of 
the skyline and 31 years later, those photos suddenly worth something 
because because they’re historical; they documented a significant 
milestone in our country.”

In secondary school, Darren relished roaming around as the school 
photographer, his father’s borrowed film camera in tow. This early passion 
eventually led him to pursue photography professionally.

“I started to do photography for work when I was still an undergrad in 
NUS (National University of Singapore), to the extent I almost didn’t finish 
my honours degree. This was in the late ‘90s. I was working so much that 
my supervisor had to call me and asked, ‘Are you still writing your thesis?’ 
I got to the point where I just wanted to get school over and done with so 
that I could work.”

“I use 5 different weather apps on 
my phone but only one of them–
Sun Seeker–helps me determine 
where the sun is coming from at the 
specific time of day. And if you’re on 
site, the augmented reality feature 
will show you the angle of the sun 
and tell you if there’s a building 
casting a shadow and all that. But 
they’re not always zhun (accurate). 
So sometimes you just have to 
guess, and go with the apps that say 
the same thing.”

RIGHT 
Singapore Skyline, 1990

“The tallest building back then was 
OUB Centre (since renamed). It was 
completed in 1986 and designed by 
Kenzo Tange with SAA architects. 

This photo, shot on an old Nikon film 
SLR, actually sums up the message 
I want to convey. People, human 
beings, have very bad memories. 
We don’t remember what we had for 
lunch yesterday, much less things 
that happened 30, 40 years ago. So 
it made me realise how important 
photography is, not just for me.”

HOW 
IT STARTED

RIGHT  
PARKROYAL COLLECTION 
Marina Bay, 2021
 
“Whenever guests stay at 
PARKROYAL Marina Bay, 
they’ll find this image 
displayed on their room TV. 
It makes me happy knowing 
my clients love the work 
enough to use it in so many 
ways - I’ve heard it’s been 
featured on postcards and 
even as a backdrop for 
wedding banquets in their 
ballroom. What matters 
most is that I’m able to use 
my skills to create something 
meaningful for others who 
might not be able to do it 
themselves.”

BOTTOM  
Jewel Changi Airport, 2019
 
“This was before COVID-19. 
I snapped this shot on a 
flight to Surabaya—one of 
SilkAir’s final flights on that 
route—where I was heading 
to judge a photo contest. 
Knowing that large planes 
take off into the wind, I 
studied the flight patterns: 
evening arrivals typically 
come from the north, while 
daytime departures face 
north. So I chose a window 
seat on the right side of the 
plane, hoping we’d take 
off in the right direction on 
the correct runway. Heng 
heng (lucky), we did—and 
Jewel Changi Airport came 
into view. My camera was 
ready. I knew exactly what to 
capture as we ascended.”

THINK UNLIMITED140 141 
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LEFT  
National Library at Stamford Road, 2004

“In the final days of the National Library  
20 years ago, I had full access to 
photograph it for weeks. I shot 
everywhere: offices, cubicles, storerooms, 
and all on film, leaving me with stacks of 
negatives. I’ve chosen to show this lesser-
known side of the library. Most remember 
the front staircase, but few know this rear 
area near the S11 (coffeeshop) with its 
famous lemon tea-which I drank too. I 
have many more photos, but this reveals 
the hidden side people rarely saw.”

BOTTOM  
Temasek Junior College, 2024

“This was the last JC with its original 
1970s architecture, completed in 1976. The 
lecture theatres (LTs) were iconic—the 
TJC school logo was actually designed 
after the LT’s design at the bottom here. 
Interestingly, they created the logo after 
the JC was built. I got permission to 
document the JC before they vacated. I 
don’t know, I think demolition has already 
started. They’ve moved to the former 
Tampines JC site as a holding school. The 
new campus will be rebuilt on the site but 
will be much smaller and it’ll be high-rise, 
like Eunoia JC. It’s a pity because you lose 
that sprawling campus environment that 
fostered interaction. That doesn’t happen 
in vertical buildings.”

archivearchivearchive
“What I do 
is archive 

memories. And 
some of these 
memories are 
other people’s 
memories that 
you don’t even 

know about 
yet.”
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TOP  
Block 82 Commonwealth Close, 2013

“This was my childhood block. I was 
born in 1976 and lived here until 
1980-81. Only later did I learn its 
significance—it was among the first 
HDB blocks ever sold. Since the 1960s, 
HDB only rented flats until 1964 when 
then Prime Minister Lee Kuan Yew 
pushed for home ownership to give 
Singaporeans a stake in the nation. 
Three blocks stood on the hill near 
Commonwealth MRT (where the 
former New Town Secondary’s track 
is). Block 81 faced Queenstown and 
was called the ‘VIP block’ for hosting 
foreign dignitaries. Locals nicknamed 
Blocks 81, 82 and 83 ‘Chap Lak Lau’ 
(Hokkien for 16 floors) as they were 
16 storeys tall. My babysitter lived in 
Block 81, so I shuttled daily between 81 
and 82. 
 
In 2018, I paid tribute to the post- 
independence modernist buildings of 
Singapore with a solo exhibition titled 
Before It All Goes, which featured 
a collage of 48 HDB blocks built 
between 1960 and 1979—including the 
one from my childhood.” 

BOTTOM 
Queenstown Cinema & Bowl, 
2013

“It’s strange because when we 
were in school, we would go 
there but it didn’t mean very 
much. It was just a bowling 
alley, with a KFC. So you just 
go and eat and bowl. The 
building was quite stunning 
before it was painted in these 
strange colours because there 
was a KTV there in its later 
life. Originally it was all brick, 
red brick. It was an amazing 
building so I photographed 
this shortly before it was 
demolished as well.”
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TOP  
Pearl Bank Apartments, 2019

“Pearl Bank was one of 
Singapore’s iconic post-
independence modernist 
buildings, constructed in 
the 1970s. Entirely designed 
by Singaporean architects, 
it was once known as the 
tallest apartment building in 
all of Southeast Asia.”

OPPOSITE (TOP)  
Big Splash, 2006

“I only have this one picture 
of Big Splash because I 
shot it on a large format 
camera. For those who don’t 
know, it’s the kind of camera 
where you hide under a 
cloth, focus manually, lock 
everything, and then insert 
the film. People seem to 
like this print—I’ve sold 
several. There’s a story: in 
2006 I got a large format 
camera for architecture 
photography and chose 
one of the hardest subjects. 
It was really dark. I had to 
shine a torch to focus. I also 
trespassed since they were 
about to tear it down (which 
happened months later). 
Funny thing is they only 
tore down the slides. That 
structure behind remains 
today. When built in the 
70s, it was supposedly the 
world’s longest waterslide. 
Singaporeans often forget or 
take such things for granted, 
but photos help.”

LEFT  
Golden Mile Complex, 2019

“I’m happy this is saved because 
it sets a precedent that large 
commercial buildings can be 
conserved too. It doesn’t just have 
to be colonial buildings like the 
Former Supreme Court or Victoria 
Concert Hall. 

Post-independence buildings 
built in the ‘60s-‘70s have 
different merit—they were built by 
Singaporeans for Singaporeans 
and were the result of our first 
government land sales exercise 
where the developers’ payments 
went into nation building. Golden 
Mile Complex was one of these 
buildings. That’s significant. We’ve 
already torn down many such 
buildings—we should try to save 
some.”

THINK UNLIMITED146 147 DARREN SOH

SLA Corporate Publication_W180xH230mm JS250235_25-002_AC2 SLA Corporate Publication_W180xH230mm JS250235_25-002_AC2



TOP  
Pearl Bank Apartments, 2019

“Pearl Bank was one of 
Singapore’s iconic post-
independence modernist 
buildings, constructed in 
the 1970s. Entirely designed 
by Singaporean architects, 
it was once known as the 
tallest apartment building in 
all of Southeast Asia.”

OPPOSITE (TOP)  
Big Splash, 2006

“I only have this one picture 
of Big Splash because I 
shot it on a large format 
camera. For those who don’t 
know, it’s the kind of camera 
where you hide under a 
cloth, focus manually, lock 
everything, and then insert 
the film. People seem to 
like this print—I’ve sold 
several. There’s a story: in 
2006 I got a large format 
camera for architecture 
photography and chose 
one of the hardest subjects. 
It was really dark. I had to 
shine a torch to focus. I also 
trespassed since they were 
about to tear it down (which 
happened months later). 
Funny thing is they only 
tore down the slides. That 
structure behind remains 
today. When built in the 
70s, it was supposedly the 
world’s longest waterslide. 
Singaporeans often forget or 
take such things for granted, 
but photos help.”

LEFT  
Golden Mile Complex, 2019

“I’m happy this is saved because 
it sets a precedent that large 
commercial buildings can be 
conserved too. It doesn’t just have 
to be colonial buildings like the 
Former Supreme Court or Victoria 
Concert Hall. 

Post-independence buildings 
built in the ‘60s-‘70s have 
different merit—they were built by 
Singaporeans for Singaporeans 
and were the result of our first 
government land sales exercise 
where the developers’ payments 
went into nation building. Golden 
Mile Complex was one of these 
buildings. That’s significant. We’ve 
already torn down many such 
buildings—we should try to save 
some.”

THINK UNLIMITED146 147 DARREN SOH

SLA Corporate Publication_W180xH230mm JS250235_25-002_AC2 SLA Corporate Publication_W180xH230mm JS250235_25-002_AC2



“I co-created this book called 
Everyday Modernism with my friends, 
Associate Professor Chang Jiat-
Hwee from NUS and writer Justin 
Zhuang. It documents Singapore’s 
modern architecture—from hawker 
centres and multi-storey car parks 
to PIE overhead bridges (which I 
photographed), 1980s PWD (Public 
Works Department)-built schools, 
and larger developments like 
condos, public buildings, Jurong’s 
industrial sites, and lookout towers.

Surprisingly, it won an award 
from the Society of Architectural 
Historians of Great Britain. We never 
expected a book about Singapore’s 
architecture to win a British award!

The book contains 33 short, bus-
ride-length essays paired with 
photos I took of places like Red Star 
Restaurant, which sits above a car 
park—things we take for granted 
until we wonder: Why is there a 
restaurant sitting on top of a car 
park?”

So in 1997, Darren began interning at The Straits Times, where he sought 
mentorship from senior photographers. However, due to the Asian 
Financial Crisis, he was steered toward freelancing earlier than expected. 
From 2001 to 2005, he took on a variety of photography jobs to sustain 
himself, shooting everything from weddings, events, celebrities, products, 
and magazine work. He describes this period of time as incredibly 
challenging.

“It felt a little bit like taking scraps from the bottom 
of the table because you’re not established and 
you’re young. But back then, if you knocked on 
enough doors, you would get some work lah. And so 
that’s how I did it. In the beginning I did everything. 
I also photographed these high society events, and 
there would be people who would be a bit rude to 
you. That’s why I always say I prefer to photograph 
buildings rather than people because buildings can’t 
talk back to you.”
Darren’s first serious body of work, While You Were Sleeping, emerged 
from a simple idea: to visit overlooked, everyday spaces in the far reaches 
of Singapore and photograph them in the middle of the night. Published 
in 2004, the book captured quiet nocturnal landscapes and marked his 
transition from street photography to something more formal.

In 2006, he bought a 4x5 large-format film camera and taught himself 
how to use it, marking a turning point in his craft, solidifying his niche in 
architectural photography.

“When I returned to the same spot years later, I realised that each revisit 
presented a new view of Singapore’s evolving landscape.”

Another milestone came in 2013 with the release of For My Son, a 
collection of images documenting threatened and demolished vernacular 
spaces in Singapore.

“When I was putting images together for the book, my son was only a 
year old. I realised there were all these places getting demolished which 
he would never see; places of significance to me which I will only be able 
to show him through photographs. It was then that I started to question 
why we were not able to save more old buildings, and why ‘new’ is always 
perceived as better than ‘old’.”

The book marked a shift in his approach, and he proclaims how after that, 
he couldn’t just “sit around and be an observer anymore”.

From commercial properties to important social, 
cultural, and economic landmarks, as well as places 
of personal and sentimental value, Darren’s body of 

work covers nearly the entire spectrum of Singapore’s built environment. 
Here, we look at some of the places he has captured.

“What I do is archive memories. And some of these memories are other 
people’s memories that you don’t even know about yet.”

“Julius Shulman was an American 
architecture photographer and he 
said this—that he sells architecture 
better and more directly and more 
vividly than the architect does. In 
many ways, it’s true because the 
pictures sell the buildings.“

A TIME
CAPSULE

THINK UNLIMITED148

When I think unlimited,  

I think of...  
the richness in the built 

environment that has come 

before us. 

I am unlimited when...   

I help bring awareness to 

these places and spaces.
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↑  Once a British military barracks in the 1800s, 
..Dempsey has evolved into a vibrant lifestyle and 
dining destination near the Singapore Botanic 
Gardens. Nestled in lush greenery, it blends 
colonial heritage with modern charm, featuring a 
mix of restaurants, cafés, boutiques and sports 
and wellness establishments. Remnants like tiled-
roof structures and old playing fields hint at its 
military past. Today, Dempsey is celebrated both 
locally and internationally as one of Singapore’s 
premier spots for dining and leisure. 
 
LEFT: Dempsey was originally the site of a nutmeg 
plantation that later became Tanglin Barracks for 
British troops in the 1800s. The site was also once the 
headquarters of the Far East Land Forces, and later the 
headquarters of the Ministry of Defence (MINDEF) and 
the Central Manpower Base (CMPB).

N
E

X

D

I

↱  Built in the mid-1960s as married 
quarters for British military personnel, 
..Chip Bee Gardens has transformed 
into a trendy lifestyle enclave. Once 
home to expatriate teachers after the 
British withdrawal, it now features a mix 
of residential and commercial spaces, 
blending heritage with contemporary 
charm. Known for its distinctive 
1960s-style design, the estate is now 
popular for its eclectic blend of local 
lifestyle and F&B brands, including quaint 
cafés and homegrown brand names. 

THINK UNLIMITED230

↱  .Dignity Kitchen at 69 Boon 
Keng Road is a social enterprise-run 
food court staffed by individuals with 
disabilities and from disadvantaged 
backgrounds. Operated by Project 
Dignity and founded by Koh Seng 
Choon, engineer turned entrepreneur 
and recipient of the Straits Times 
Singaporean of the Year 2024 award for 
his efforts, the outlet offers meaningful 
employment through skills training and 
food service roles. Housed in a striking 
red State property since 2021, it serves 
affordable local hawker fare and baked 
goods in an inclusive environment. 
Beyond being a vibrant dining spot, 
Dignity Kitchen stands as a powerful 
symbol of empowerment, mental health 
advocacy, and social change, aligning 
with broader efforts to promote dignity 
and opportunity for all.

↰  The charming row of restored 
1930s heritage buildings at.52–56 
Kampong Java Road will soon become 
a vibrant multi-disciplinary arts sandbox 
for experimentation, creation, and 
collaboration. Originally residences 
for municipal officers, the buildings sit 
along a road named after Javanese 
gardeners who once sold produce along 
Arab Street. Awarded to 19SixtyFive 
Pte Ltd via a joint tender by SLA and 
the National Arts Council, the space 
will feature acoustically treated studios, 
galleries, and performance venues. It 
will also host live performances, arts 
markets, and arts festivals - enriching 
Singapore’s artistic landscape and 
fostering creative growth.

↱  Built in 1956, the .Former Bukit Timah 
Fire Station served as part of the post-war 
Fire Service expansion and features distinctive 
elements like a hose drying tower and the Colony 
of Singapore’s coat of arms. Decommissioned 
in 2005, the 0.86ha site—comprising the main 
station, firefighters’ quarters, and Station Master’s 
residence—has been gazetted for conservation. 
Strategically located near the Rail Corridor and 
nature reserves, it is now set to be revitalised 
by LHN Facilities Management into a mixed-use 
community node, offering co-living, heritage, and 
nature experiences with sustainable, zero-energy 
features while preserving its historic character.

231 

SLA Corporate Publication_W180xH230mm JS250235_25-002_AC2 SLA Corporate Publication_W180xH230mm JS250235_25-002_AC2



↑  Once a British military barracks in the 1800s, 
..Dempsey has evolved into a vibrant lifestyle and 
dining destination near the Singapore Botanic 
Gardens. Nestled in lush greenery, it blends 
colonial heritage with modern charm, featuring a 
mix of restaurants, cafés, boutiques and sports 
and wellness establishments. Remnants like tiled-
roof structures and old playing fields hint at its 
military past. Today, Dempsey is celebrated both 
locally and internationally as one of Singapore’s 
premier spots for dining and leisure. 
 
LEFT: Dempsey was originally the site of a nutmeg 
plantation that later became Tanglin Barracks for 
British troops in the 1800s. The site was also once the 
headquarters of the Far East Land Forces, and later the 
headquarters of the Ministry of Defence (MINDEF) and 
the Central Manpower Base (CMPB).

N
E

X

D

I

↱  Built in the mid-1960s as married 
quarters for British military personnel, 
..Chip Bee Gardens has transformed 
into a trendy lifestyle enclave. Once 
home to expatriate teachers after the 
British withdrawal, it now features a mix 
of residential and commercial spaces, 
blending heritage with contemporary 
charm. Known for its distinctive 
1960s-style design, the estate is now 
popular for its eclectic blend of local 
lifestyle and F&B brands, including quaint 
cafés and homegrown brand names. 

THINK UNLIMITED230

↱  .Dignity Kitchen at 69 Boon 
Keng Road is a social enterprise-run 
food court staffed by individuals with 
disabilities and from disadvantaged 
backgrounds. Operated by Project 
Dignity and founded by Koh Seng 
Choon, engineer turned entrepreneur 
and recipient of the Straits Times 
Singaporean of the Year 2024 award for 
his efforts, the outlet offers meaningful 
employment through skills training and 
food service roles. Housed in a striking 
red State property since 2021, it serves 
affordable local hawker fare and baked 
goods in an inclusive environment. 
Beyond being a vibrant dining spot, 
Dignity Kitchen stands as a powerful 
symbol of empowerment, mental health 
advocacy, and social change, aligning 
with broader efforts to promote dignity 
and opportunity for all.

↰  The charming row of restored 
1930s heritage buildings at.52–56 
Kampong Java Road will soon become 
a vibrant multi-disciplinary arts sandbox 
for experimentation, creation, and 
collaboration. Originally residences 
for municipal officers, the buildings sit 
along a road named after Javanese 
gardeners who once sold produce along 
Arab Street. Awarded to 19SixtyFive 
Pte Ltd via a joint tender by SLA and 
the National Arts Council, the space 
will feature acoustically treated studios, 
galleries, and performance venues. It 
will also host live performances, arts 
markets, and arts festivals - enriching 
Singapore’s artistic landscape and 
fostering creative growth.

↱  Built in 1956, the .Former Bukit Timah 
Fire Station served as part of the post-war 
Fire Service expansion and features distinctive 
elements like a hose drying tower and the Colony 
of Singapore’s coat of arms. Decommissioned 
in 2005, the 0.86ha site—comprising the main 
station, firefighters’ quarters, and Station Master’s 
residence—has been gazetted for conservation. 
Strategically located near the Rail Corridor and 
nature reserves, it is now set to be revitalised 
by LHN Facilities Management into a mixed-use 
community node, offering co-living, heritage, and 
nature experiences with sustainable, zero-energy 
features while preserving its historic character.

231 

SLA Corporate Publication_W180xH230mm JS250235_25-002_AC2 SLA Corporate Publication_W180xH230mm JS250235_25-002_AC2



↑  Originally known as Flagstaff House, the.Former Command House was built 
between 1937 and 1938 as the residence of Malaya’s senior military commander. 
Designed in a distinctive Arts and Crafts-inspired style with pitched roofs and brick 
archways, the house later provided lodging for royalty, a president in office, and 
senior military figures. In 2007, UBS, the Swiss investment bank, made it its business 
university’s Asia-Pacific campus. Now a national monument, the State property 
continues its legacy as an elegant event venue, blending heritage, architecture, and 
history with quiet distinction.

↓  Launched in November 2024, .The Foundry is a collaborative 
hub for social purpose organisations 
housed in the former Elections 
Department building at 11 Prinsep 
Link. The Foundry is a result of a 
partnership with The Majurity Trust, 
SLA, Tote Board, and the Singapore 
Government Partnerships Office, with 
its 17,000 sq ft space housing over 20 
non-profits and social enterprises. With 
an aim to foster a vibrant ecosystem, 
The Foundry supports idea incubation, 
community-building, and collaborative 
innovation to address Singapore’s 
evolving social challenges.

↑  The former St Andrew’s 
Mission Hospital at.5 
Kadayanallur Street  
provided respite and care 
to impoverished women and 
children in its early years, with 
a unique triangular air well in 
the middle of the building to let 
in natural light and ventilation. 
Originally built in the 1920s, it 
has served various purposes 
over the years, including as 
a government medical store, 
an outpatient dispensary and 
an office space. It has most 
recently been transformed into 
KADA, a creative lifestyle and 
wellness hub with co-working 
and co-living spaces popular 
with the youth. The building, 
one of Singapore’s earliest 
Modernist structures, houses 
one of the nation’s oldest 
electric lifts, still in operation 
today.

1. Crowd of onlookers during the
    opening of the outpatient clinic at 
    Kadayanallur Street (1964).
2. Maxwell Road outpatient 
    dispensary (1989).
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↱ .1925 Quarters at 79-95 Hindoo 
Road is situated in a beautifully restored 
row of red-brick, two-storey building 
in the heritage Little India precinct. 
Originally built in 1927 to house junior 
Asian staff of the Municipality of 
Singapore, this State property has been 
transformed into a modern co-living 
space by Eco-Energy Pte Ltd and Cove 
Living Pte Ltd. The building retains 
its distinctive colonial architecture, 
featuring pitched roofs and fair-faced 
brick columns, and reflects the shared 
history of other municipal quarters in  
the area.

↓ Opened in 1937,.Old Kallang Airport was 
Singapore’s first purpose-built civilian aerodrome and 
was hailed as the world’s most modern at the time. 
Described as the “finest airport in the British Empire”, 
it gained international recognition, with aviator Amelia 
Earhart praising it as “an aviation miracle of the East”. 
The Art Deco terminal later housed the People’s 
Association from 1960 to 2009 and is now part of a 
conserved site with a hangar, service blocks, and an 
entrance gateway. Since 2011, it has hosted a variety of 
events, from arts and culture to corporate launches.

4. Immigration check point (1948).
5. Aerial view in 1957. The foreground shows Nicoll Highway,  
    while the circular control tower can be seen beside the 
    highway on the right.

↑  .New Bahru at 46 
& 58 Kim Yam Road 
occupies the former 
site of Nan Chiau High 
School, a historically 
significant educational 
institution that was 
first the Nan Chiau 
Teachers’ Training 
School established in 
1941. Today, the site 
has been reimagined 
into a dynamic lifestyle 
destination that blends 
residential, retail, 
and commercial uses. 
Developed by the Lo and 
Behold Group, it houses 
an exciting collection of 
homegrown brands and 
offers community-centric 
spaces and activities, and 
is well visited by locals 
and international tourists.

3. Nan Chiau High School 
    in 1993. 
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↑  Originally known as Flagstaff House, the.Former Command House was built 
between 1937 and 1938 as the residence of Malaya’s senior military commander. 
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electric lifts, still in operation 
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1. Crowd of onlookers during the
    opening of the outpatient clinic at 
    Kadayanallur Street (1964).
2. Maxwell Road outpatient 
    dispensary (1989).
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↱  Built between 1952 and 1953, 
..Pasir Panjang Power Station began 
with Station A, which was named when 
Station B was added in 1965. Its iconic 
red-brick design reflects Singapore’s 
early urban transformation. Together, 
the two stations powered Singapore’s 
industrial boom in the 1960s. In recent 
years, its arresting architecture was the 
stunning backdrop for the staging of 
shows and events, including the Louis 
Vuitton Spring Summer 2023 trunk 
show and the immersive exhibition on 
Singapore’s founding Prime Minister 
Lee Kuan Yew’s life and legacy. 

BOTTOM: Aerial view of Pasir Panjang Power 
Station (1957).

↑   The.Ridout Tea Gardens in Queenstown was once home 
to Singapore’s first Japanese-themed community garden, later 
redeveloped in 1980 into a traditional Japanese Garden (RIGHT) 
with ponds, pavilions and bridges. In the late 1990s, the site was 
transformed into the McDonald’s Ridout Garden outlet, blending 
modern dining with the location’s tranquil past. Today, it stands as 
one of the few recognisable flagship McDonald’s outlets worldwide, 
drawing families for its food as much as its unique and scenic setting.

THINK UNLIMITED234

↑  The.State Land @ Margaret Drive, 
once the site of Hua Yi Secondary School 
or previously known as Hua Yi Government 
Chinese Middle School, is now home to a 
restored public running track. Established 
in 1956 as Singapore’s first government-
aided Chinese secondary school, Hua Yi 
was renowned for its academic excellence 
and sports achievements. After relocating 
in the 1980s, the school left behind its 
legacy at Margaret Drive. The newly 
restored running track honours its 
historical connection to education and 
sports, providing a community space for 
residents to enjoy. ↓ EtonHouse International Education Group’s headquarters at 

..6A and 8 Stevens Road occupies a pair of conserved colonial-era 
heritage bungalows managed by SLA. Once a residential property—
including the former home of philanthropist and businessman Lee 
Kong Chian—the heritage site has been thoughtfully repurposed into 
a serene, greenery-filled office space. Retaining elements like timber 
floors and arched doorways, the design features biophilic elements 
and clever adaptive reuse. 

↓  .Smith Street—named after Sir Cecil Clementi Smith, Governor of 
the Straits Settlements—is a heritage-rich enclave in Chinatown where 
conserved shophouses and pedestrian-friendly spaces bring the area’s 
storied past to life. Once known as Hei Yuen Kai or “Theatre Street” 
and home to the iconic Lai Chun Yuen Theatre, Smith Street has been 
rejuvenated with exciting lifestyle concepts including local favourites and 
international brands while preserving local Chinese culture. With its unique 
blend of history, culture and architecture, Smith Street is a living showcase 
of Chinatown’s enduring identity and evolving vibrancy.

↑ The Team Singapore Wall of Fame at 
..8C Jalan Kledek features a vibrant 
mural celebrating Singapore’s Olympians 
and Paralympians. Created by graffiti artist 
Ceno2, it showcases Team Singapore 
athletes Nur Syahidah Alim, Shanti Pereira, 
Maximilian Maeder, Loh Kean Yew, and Yip 
Pin Xiu for their sporting achievements on 
the world stage. The location also houses the 
Vintage Camera Museum, home to over 1,000 
cameras that offer a fascinating glimpse into 
photographic history. It’s a unique landmark 
in Kampong Glam where sport, art, and 
photography come together. 235 

.
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↱ The.Tanjong Katong Complex, a familiar 
and iconic landmark in the heart of the Geylang 
Serai area, is set for rejuvenation. These include 
plans to dedicate a portion of the redeveloped 
space to tenants representing traditional Malay 
trades, preserving and celebrating the heritage 
and culture of the Malay community. With its 
deep historical roots and strong cultural ties, 
the revitalised Tanjong Katong Complex will 
continue to serve as a vibrant hub, honouring 
its past while evolving to meet the future needs 
of the community.

↰ .Temasek Shophouse at 28 
Orchard Road was known for its 
distinctive architecture. Built in 1928, 
it was one of the first buildings in 
Singapore to feature spiral staircases. 
The social impact hub will expand to 
include restored units at 14, 22, and 38 
Orchard Road with reinstated historic 
features such as its Shanghai plaster 
façade, further highlighting Orchard 
Road’s transformation from nutmeg 
plantations and motor showrooms to a 
place of renewed purpose for people, 
planet, and community.

THINK UNLIMITED236

↑ .Vidacity is a sustainability innovation hub 
located at the former Loyang Primary School 
(RIGHT), now creatively repurposed as a space for 
green entrepreneurship by City Sprouts. The site 
features co-working areas, workshops, and living 
labs focused on urban farming and sustainable 
technologies. Home to startups in fields such as 
agriculture, water treatment, reusable materials, 
and waste innovation, Vidacity brings together a 
community dedicated to building solutions for a 
more sustainable future. 

↰  The former community centre at 10 Kampong Eunos is 
now home to.Vivistop Kampong Eunos, Singapore’s only 
non-profit makerspace dedicated to children and youth. 
Operated by Vivita, the space offers hands-on workshops, 
camps, and competitions that introduce young learners 
to robotics, AI, and emerging technologies. Supported 
by public sector and community partners, this SLA-
led initiative has transformed the State property into a 
vibrant hub for creative learning and empowering the next 
generation of tech-savvy changemakers. 
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When I think unlimited, I think of...

I am unlimited when...

Inspired to think 
unlimited? Let 
this space be 
where your own 
story begins.
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