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About this
Style Guiide

This foundational style guide explores the defining

principles, natural materials, and sun-baked spatial

language that shape Southwestern Interior Design — a
* rich balance between rustic authenticity and the warmth
of desert I|V|ng

-Developedas part of the SampleBoard Studio ‘
rary 1h|s gulde supports both the
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CORE PRINCIPLES ©
of Southwestern Design

Southwestern interior design captures the essence
of the American Southwest with a warm, earthy

palette, a blend of rustic charm, and Native
American and Spanish influences.
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SOUTHMWESTERN

EARTHY COLORPALETTE

The Southwestern color palette reflects the natural beauty of the desert
landscape, with warm tones such as terracotta, rich browns, ochre
yellows, deep reds, and muted oranges.

These earthy hues are complemented by desert greens, sky blues, and
sun-drenched neutrals, creating a harmonious environment that feels
grounded and welcoming.

NATURAL MATERIALS + TEXTURES

Southwestern interior design uses natural materials like wood, stone,
leather, and woven textiles.

These materials create a cozy, rustic environment connected to the land.
Textured walls, handmade pottery, and rough-hewn wood furniture are key
features that bring warmth and authenticity to a space.
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SOUTHMWESTERN

BOLD PATTERNS +TEXTILES

Southwestern interior design decor is known for its vibrant patterns and
rich textiles.

Navajo-inspired rugs, blankets, and throw pillows feature geometric
designs, bright colors, and symbolic motifs.

Leather upholstery, woven baskets, and woolen throws add layers of
texture and visual interest.

RUSTIC + HANDCRAFTED FURNISHINGS

Furniture in Southwestern interiors tends to be sturdy, often handcrafted,
and made from natural materials like wood and leather.

Look for pieces that have a weathered, worn-in feel. Reclaimed wood tables,
rustic chairs, and handmade accent pieces help bring authenticity to the
space.
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SOUTHWESTERN

DESERT o MoodBoard

» Color Palette: Soft neutrals, sandy beiges, terracotta, and muted
oranges.

» Key Features: Simple, natural fumishings with clean lines. Light, airy
spaces with an emphasis on the natural surroundings.

e Textures: A combination of soft leather, woven textiles, and natural
stone.
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SPANISH o MoodBoard

 Color Palette: Bold, earthy hues like deep reds, oranges, and
browns combined with rich blues and greens.

¢ Key Features: Spanish-style tiles, wrought-iron fixtures, and dark
wood furniture.

e Textures: Hand-painted tiles, wrought-iron accents, and ceramic

pottery.
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MODERN o MoodBoard

o Color Palette: A mix of earthy tones with more modern neutrals like
gray, black, and white.

¢ Key Features: Minimalistic furishings with Southwestern touches.
Modem lighting, geometric patterns, and clean lines mixed with
vintage finds.

* Textures: Wood, metal, and stone finishes with vibrant accents.
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SOUTHMWESTERN

Living

 Seating: Opt for oversized

leather chairs, suede sofas, or
plush sectionals in earthy tones.
Look for furniture with visible

stitching and weathered finishes.

Accent Furniture: Choose rustic
wooden coffee tables, carved
wood side tables, and vintage
pieces like Southwestern-style
chests or cabinets.

SAMPLEBOARD.COM

» Lighting: For a cozy, rustic vibe,

use wrought-iron chandeliers,
table lamps with leather shades,
or lantemn-style pendant lights.

Decor: Layer in Navajo rugs,
woven baskets, and bright,
patterned throw pillows. Add
earthy decor such as terra cotta
vases, candles, and pottery to
bring the space to life.
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SOUTHMWESTERN

Kitchen

» Cabinetry: Rustic wooden cabinets
with distressed finishes or natural
wood tones provide a warm, earthy /"’,"“‘

backdrop. You can also incorporate
open shelving to display rustic
ceramics.

:I___/

 Countertops: To bring the look
together, choose natural materials i
like stone or butcher block. Granite g
or quartz with earthy tones works
well with the overall aesthetic.

 Backsplash: Consider decorative
tile backsplashes with geometric
patterns or hand-painted ceramic
tiles in earthy tones like terracotta,
rust, and mustard.

 Fixtures: Opt for rustic, wrought-iron
hardware or wooden cabinet pulls.
A large, apron-front sink with stone
or bronze finishes complements the
Southwestern theme.

e Lighting: Use wrought iron, clay, or
copper pendant lights for an
authentic Southwestern look.
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SOUTHMWESTERN

Dining

» Table and Chairs: Choose a large, sturdy wooden dining table
made of reclaimed wood or weathered pine. Pair it with simple,
upholstered chairs in leather or fabric with Southwestern prints.

e Lighting: A wrought-iron chandelier or rustic pendant lights with a
metal or terracotta finish will create an intimate and warm
atmosphere.

» Centerpieces: To enhance the natural look, use rustic ceramic

vases, woven placemats, and wooden or stone candle holders.
Fresh greenery and succulent plants also make great additions.
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SOUTHMWESTERN

Bedroom

¢ Bed Frame: Choose a wooden bed
frame with a distressed finish or
wrought-iron accents. A canopy bed
with leather or woven fabric details
adds an authentic Southwestern
touch.

¢ Bedding: Opt for bedding in warm,
earthy tones such as red, terracotta,
or brown. Look for blankets and
throws with geometric patterns or
Navajo-inspired prints.

« Nightstands: Use rustic wooden
nightstands or handmade pieces
with iron detailing. Wrought-iron or
wooden bed frames can also
complement the aesthetic.

« Lighting: For a cozy, Southwestern
ambiance, choose wall sconces with
leather or iron detailing, rustic table
lamps, or pendant lights with earthy
tones.

r
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Bathroom

 Vanity: Look for a wooden or distressed vanity with a natural, rustic feel.
Ceramic or stone sinks enhance the earthy, natural look.

« Tiles: For the floors and backsplash, use terracotta, stone, or hand-
painted ceramic tiles with geometric or floral patterns.

« Fixtures: Copper or bronze faucets, showerheads, and handles enhance
the Southwestern aesthetic. Leather or woven baskets can be used for
storage.

e Lighting: Opt for wrought-iron sconces or rustic lantern-style lights for a
warm and inviting bathroom environment.
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SOUTHWESTERN

STYLING ©
Small Spaces

« Light Colors: In smaller spaces, lighter shades like cream, beige, and
soft browns can open up the room while still maintaining the warm,
rustic feel of Southwestern design.

¢ Multi-Functional Furniture: Choose mullti-purpose pieces like storage
ottomans, benches with hidden storage, or compact tables to
maximize space while maintaining a cozy aesthetic.

« Mirrors and Lighting: Use mirrors with rustic wooden frames or
wrought-iron detailing to help reflect light and make the room feel

larger.
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GUIDE ©
Lighting

¢ Pendant Lights: Terracotta or wrought-iron pendant lights with a rustic finish
add warmth and charm.

« Chandeliers: Large, wrought-iron chandeliers with vintage or weathered
finishes create a bold, welcoming focal point in dining or living areas.

¢ Table Lamps: To create a warm glow, look for table lamps with leather or
wood bases and simple, neutral-colored lampshades.

+ Wall Sconces: Rustic, iron, or leather wall sconces can create ambient
lighting and add to the Southwestern aesthetic.
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SOUTHWESTERN

FOCUS ©
Sustainability

¢ Reclaimed Wood: Use
reclaimed wood for furniture
and decor to bring an eco-
friendly element to your
Southwestern interior.

 Energy-Efficient Lighting:
Incorporate LED or energy-
efficient bulbs in rustic light
fixtures to keep your space
€C0-CoNSCious.

 Natural Fabrics: Opt for
textiles made from organic
cotton, wool, or linen to create
a natural, sustainable
environment in your home.
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BUDGET FRIENDLY ©
Decor Ideas

» Hand-Painted Pottery: Make your pottery with Southwestern-
inspired designs or pick up affordable handmade pieces from local
artisans.

+ Woven Baskets: Use woven baskets for storage or as decor pieces.
You can also create your own by weaving natural fibers together.

» Painted Fumniture: Give old furniture new life with a distressed, rustic
finish or add vibrant, Southwestern-inspired patterns to wooden
pieces.

¢ DIY Wall Art: Create your Southwestemn-style wall art with geometric
designs, rustic wooden frames, or hand-painted canvases.
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SOUTHWESTERN

ADVICE o
Dos& Don'ts

Embrace warm, earthy colors that evoke the desert landscape.

Mix wood, stone, and metal elements for texture and authenticity.

Incorporate Native American or Southwestermn-inspired patterns in
textiles.

Focus on handcrafted, rustic furniture for a timeless, earthy vibe.

Use plants like cacti, succulents, and desert flowers to bring life to the

space.
Don'ts

Overuse bold or bright colors that overpower the natural tones.

Forget texture—layering different textures is key to achieving a
balanced Southwestern look.

Fill your space with too much clutter—keep it simple and grounded.

Neglect to add natural, rustic elements like wood or stone—these are
integral to the style.

Forget about lighting—proper lighting can help highlight textures and
create a warm atmosphere.
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CONCLUSION ©

Southwestern interior design is rooted in warmth, texture, and a deep
connection to the natural environment.

As interiors continue to evolve, this aesthetic aligns closely with broader
design trends and movements like RAW interiors and organic modem
design, where materiality and authenticity define the space.

Whether rustic or refined, Southwestern interiors offer a timeless
approach to creating grounded, expressive living environments.
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	About this Style Guide
	This foundational style guide explores the defining principles, natural materials, and sun-baked spatial language that shape Southwestern Interior Design — a rich balance between rustic authenticity and the warmth of desert living.
	Developed as part of the SampleBoard Studio Foundational Style Library, this guide supports both the study and practical application of interior design styles across residential spaces.
	For a deeper editorial exploration — including mood boards, trend insights, and curated design references — visit the full article on SampleBoard.
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	Southwestern interior design captures the essence of the American Southwest with a warm, earthy palette, a blend of rustic charm, and Native American and Spanish influences.
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	EARTHY COLOR PALETTE
	The Southwestern color palette reflects the natural beauty of the desert landscape, with warm tones such as terracotta, rich browns, ochre yellows, deep reds, and muted oranges.
	These earthy hues are complemented by desert greens, sky blues, and sun-drenched neutrals, creating a harmonious environment that feels grounded and welcoming.

	NATURAL MATERIALS + TEXTURES
	Southwestern interior design uses natural materials like wood, stone, leather, and woven textiles. These materials create a cozy, rustic environment connected to the land. Textured walls, handmade pottery, and rough-hewn wood furniture are key features that bring warmth and authenticity to a space.
	SOUTHWESTERN
	SOUTHWESTERN


	SampleBoard
	MATERIAL

	BOLD PATTERNS +TEXTILES
	Southwestern interior design decor is known for its vibrant patterns and rich textiles. Navajo-inspired rugs, blankets, and throw pillows feature geometric designs, bright colors, and symbolic motifs. Leather upholstery, woven baskets, and woolen throws add layers of texture and visual interest.

	RUSTIC + HANDCRAFTED FURNISHINGS
	Furniture in Southwestern interiors tends to be sturdy, often handcrafted, and made from natural materials like wood and leather. Look for pieces that have a weathered, worn-in feel. Reclaimed wood tables, rustic chairs, and handmade accent pieces help bring authenticity to the space.
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	DESERT
	Color Palette: Soft neutrals, sandy beiges, terracotta, and muted oranges.
	Key Features: Simple, natural furnishings with clean lines. Light, airy spaces with an emphasis on the natural surroundings.
	Textures: A combination of soft leather, woven textiles, and natural stone.
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	MoodBoard
	SPANISH
	Color Palette: Bold, earthy hues like deep reds, oranges, and browns combined with rich blues and greens.
	Key Features: Spanish-style tiles, wrought-iron fixtures, and dark wood furniture.
	Textures: Hand-painted tiles, wrought-iron accents, and ceramic pottery.
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	MoodBoard
	MODERN
	Color Palette: A mix of earthy tones with more modern neutrals like gray, black, and white.
	Key Features: Minimalistic furnishings with Southwestern touches. Modern lighting, geometric patterns, and clean lines mixed with vintage finds.
	Textures: Wood, metal, and stone finishes with vibrant accents.
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	Living
	Seating: Opt for oversized leather chairs, suede sofas, or plush sectionals in earthy tones. Look for furniture with visible stitching and weathered finishes.
	Accent Furniture: Choose rustic wooden coffee tables, carved wood side tables, and vintage pieces like Southwestern-style chests or cabinets.
	Lighting: For a cozy, rustic vibe, use wrought-iron chandeliers, table lamps with leather shades, or lantern-style pendant lights.
	Decor: Layer in Navajo rugs, woven baskets, and bright, patterned throw pillows. Add earthy decor such as terra cotta vases, candles, and pottery to bring the space to life.
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	Kitchen
	Cabinetry: Rustic wooden cabinets with distressed finishes or natural wood tones provide a warm, earthy backdrop. You can also incorporate open shelving to display rustic ceramics.
	Countertops: To bring the look together, choose natural materials like stone or butcher block. Granite or quartz with earthy tones works well with the overall aesthetic.
	Backsplash: Consider decorative tile backsplashes with geometric patterns or hand-painted ceramic tiles in earthy tones like terracotta, rust, and mustard.
	Fixtures: Opt for rustic, wrought-iron hardware or wooden cabinet pulls. A large, apron-front sink with stone or bronze finishes complements the Southwestern theme.
	Lighting: Use wrought iron, clay, or copper pendant lights for an authentic Southwestern look.
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	Dining
	Table and Chairs: Choose a large, sturdy wooden dining table made of reclaimed wood or weathered pine. Pair it with simple, upholstered chairs in leather or fabric with Southwestern prints.
	Lighting: A wrought-iron chandelier or rustic pendant lights with a metal or terracotta finish will create an intimate and warm atmosphere.
	Centerpieces: To enhance the natural look, use rustic ceramic vases, woven placemats, and wooden or stone candle holders. Fresh greenery and succulent plants also make great additions.
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	Bedroom
	Bed Frame: Choose a wooden bed frame with a distressed finish or wrought-iron accents. A canopy bed with leather or woven fabric details adds an authentic Southwestern touch.
	Bedding: Opt for bedding in warm, earthy tones such as red, terracotta, or brown. Look for blankets and throws with geometric patterns or Navajo-inspired prints.
	Nightstands: Use rustic wooden nightstands or handmade pieces with iron detailing. Wrought-iron or wooden bed frames can also complement the aesthetic.
	Lighting: For a cozy, Southwestern ambiance, choose wall sconces with leather or iron detailing, rustic table lamps, or pendant lights with earthy tones.

	Bathroom
	Vanity: Look for a wooden or distressed vanity with a natural, rustic feel. Ceramic or stone sinks enhance the earthy, natural look.
	Tiles: For the floors and backsplash, use terracotta, stone, or hand-painted ceramic tiles with geometric or floral patterns.
	Fixtures: Copper or bronze faucets, showerheads, and handles enhance the Southwestern aesthetic. Leather or woven baskets can be used for storage.
	Lighting: Opt for wrought-iron sconces or rustic lantern-style lights for a warm and inviting bathroom environment.
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	Small Spaces
	Light Colors: In smaller spaces, lighter shades like cream, beige, and soft browns can open up the room while still maintaining the warm, rustic feel of Southwestern design.
	Multi-Functional Furniture: Choose multi-purpose pieces like storage ottomans, benches with hidden storage, or compact tables to maximize space while maintaining a cozy aesthetic.
	Mirrors and Lighting: Use mirrors with rustic wooden frames or wrought-iron detailing to help reflect light and make the room feel larger.
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	Lighting
	Pendant Lights: Terracotta or wrought-iron pendant lights with a rustic finish add warmth and charm.
	Chandeliers: Large, wrought-iron chandeliers with vintage or weathered finishes create a bold, welcoming focal point in dining or living areas.
	Table Lamps: To create a warm glow, look for table lamps with leather or wood bases and simple, neutral-colored lampshades.
	Wall Sconces: Rustic, iron, or leather wall sconces can create ambient lighting and add to the Southwestern aesthetic.
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	Sustainability
	Reclaimed Wood: Use reclaimed wood for furniture and decor to bring an eco-friendly element to your Southwestern interior.
	Energy-Efficient Lighting: Incorporate LED or energy-efficient bulbs in rustic light fixtures to keep your space eco-conscious.
	Natural Fabrics: Opt for textiles made from organic cotton, wool, or linen to create a natural, sustainable environment in your home.
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	FOCUS
	BUDGET FRIENDLY

	Decor Ideas
	Hand-Painted Pottery: Make your pottery with Southwestern-inspired designs or pick up affordable handmade pieces from local artisans.
	Woven Baskets: Use woven baskets for storage or as decor pieces. You can also create your own by weaving natural fibers together.
	Painted Furniture: Give old furniture new life with a distressed, rustic finish or add vibrant, Southwestern-inspired patterns to wooden pieces.
	DIY Wall Art: Create your Southwestern-style wall art with geometric designs, rustic wooden frames, or hand-painted canvases.
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	CONCLUSION
	Southwestern interior design is rooted in warmth, texture, and a deep connection to the natural environment.
	As interiors continue to evolve, this aesthetic aligns closely with broader design trends and movements like RAW interiors and organic modern design, where materiality and authenticity define the space.
	Whether rustic or refined, Southwestern interiors offer a timeless approach to creating grounded, expressive living environments.
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