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Kvpuaxi m¢ 2’ Owovpevikiig Xovodov - Sunday of the 7th Ecumenical Council

Anolvuikiov Avaotdorpov

‘Ore korijABeg mpog tov Bavatov, 1 Lon 1 dbdvartog, Tote
TOV Gonv Evékpwoag, T dotpouti] Thg Bedmrog: Gte O¢ Kol
ToVG TebvedTag, €k T@v Kotoyboviov dvéomoog, ool ol
dovapelg v Emovpavicov gxpoyalov:- Zmoddto XpIoTeé, O
Begdc NUBY 86&a. Got.

Tov Hatgpov
Yrepdedolacpévog €, Xpioteé 0 Ogdg Mudv, 6
owotfipag émi yfig, tovg Matépag NMudv
Bepchdoag, kal U avt®dv, TPOg ™V GANOwIY
miotwv, whvtag Mudg oonynoog. I[lolvevomhayyve
06&a cot.

Koviakiwov
[Ipoctacia @V XpioTiav®v dkataicyvvre,
peotteio, mpog tov Ilowmtnv auetdbete, pn
wopidng, OQUOPTOADV deNoeOV QOVAG, GAAQ
npoépbacov, ®g ayadn, gic v Ponbelav Nudv, TOV
mot®S kKpavyaloviov oot Tayvvov eig npecPeiav,
Kol omedoov €ig IKesiav, 1 TPOOTATELOVOO, AEL,

®e0TdKE, TOV TILOVTI®V CE.

Resurrectional Apolytikion

‘When You descended unto Death, O Lord, You who are
immortal Life put Hades to death, by the lightning of Your
divinity,. And when You raised the dead from the
netherworld, all the hosts of heaven sang aloud to You, “O
Christ God, Giver of life, glory to You!”

For the Fathers

Supremely glorified are You, O Christ our God, who
eslablished the holy Fathers on earth as beacons,
and through them guided us all to the true Faith.
Most compassionate Lord, glory be to You!

Kontakion
O Protection of Christians that never falls,
mtercession with the Creator that never fails, we
sinners beg you, do not ignore the voices ol our
prayers. O good Lady, we implore you, quickly come
unto our aid, when we cry out to you with faith. Hurry
to intercession, and hasten lo supplication, O
Theotokos who protect now and ever those who

honor you.
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AHTOXTOAIKRO ANATNQYMA (T 3:8 — 15)

Téxvov Tite, motog 0 AO0yog kol mepl tovt®V PodAopai oe SwfePatodobat, iva

epovtilmwol KoAdV Epymv mpoictachol oi memotevkdTeg T® Oed. TADTA £0TL TA KOAX KOl
®OEEMUO TOTG avOpoOmolg: nopag 6& (NToelc Kol yevealoyiog Kol £pelg Kol Uoyog VOUIKOG
TEPUOTOCO: €i0l YApP AVOQEAETG KOl HATOLOL. OIPETIKOV AVOpOTOV UETO piov Kol dELTEPOV
vovBesiov moapattod, idmg 61t E€éotpantal O T010VTOg Kol APAPTAVEL OV OVTOKATAKPLTOG.
‘Otav mépyo Aptepdv mpdg oe | Toykov, orovdacov MOV mpog pe gic Nikdmolv- kel
YOp KEKPIKO TopayEdoal. Znvav 1oV VOUKOV Kol ATOAA® omovdoimg mpdmepyov, iva
unogv avtoic Aeimn. povlavétwoav d& Kol ol MUETEPOL KOAMV EpymVv mpoicTtachot €ig TOg
avaykaiog ypeiac, tvo pn ®cv dkapmot. Acnalovtal o€ ol pet’ &pod maviec. domacatl ToVg

euodvtag Nuag &v miotel. ‘H xdpig petd movtov DU®V- aunv.

EPISTLE READING (Tit. 3:8 — 15)

Titus, my son, the saying is sure. I desire you to insist on these things, so that
those who have believed in God may be careful to apply themselves to good deeds;
these are excellent and profitable to men. But avoid stupid controversies,
genealogies, dissensions, and quarrels over the law, for they are unprofitable and
futile. As for a man who is factious, after admonishing him once or twice, have
nothing more to do with him, knowing that such a person is perverted and sinful;
he is self-condemned. When | send Artemas or Tychicus to you, do your best to
come to me at Nicopolis, for I have decided to spend the winter there. Do your best
to speed Zenas the lawyer and Apollos on their way; see that they lack nothing.
And let our people learn to apply themselves to good deeds, so as to help cases of
urgent need, and not to be unfruitful. All who are with me send greeting to you.

Greet those who love us in the faith. Grace be with you all. Amen.




EYAITEAIKO ANAI'NQYXMA (AOYK. 8:5 — 15)

Einev 6 Kbprog v mapaBoriv tavtny- ‘EEfAOev 6 oneipov 10D ongipat 1oV 6mépov ontod. Kod &v 1)

oneipev avtov 0 pev Enece mopd TV 080V, Kol KoTeratnon, Kol T TETEWV T0D 0VPUVOD KOTEPAYEV AVTO-
kol Etepov Emecev Eml TNV mETPAV, Kol QLEV EENPavOn did 10 ) Exewv ikpdda: Kol Etepov Eneoev €v HEC®
TV akavidv, kol cupeveioot ai dikavior anénviéay avtd. kol Etepov Enecev €ig v yiv TV ayadnyv, Kol
PLEV TOINCE KAPTOV EKATOVIOMAAGIOVEL. TADTO AEYOV EQOVEL 6 ExmV OTO AKOVEW AKOVET®. Ernpdtov
8¢ ontov ol pabntoi ovtod Aéyovieg tic € 1 mapaPorn ab; 6 88 eimev- Vpiv S&doton yvévor Té
pootpia tig factieiog Tod Ogod, T0ig 0& Aowmoig &v mapafolais, va PAEmovteg U PAET®GL Kol dKoHOVTES
un ouvidoty. Eott 8¢ abtn 1N mopaforr- 0 6mdpog E6Tiv O AdYog oD BgoD- ol 08 Tapd TV 0d6V glowv ol
dcovoavteg, sita Epyetar 6 diPorog kai oipel OV Adyov amd Tiic Kapdiog avTtdv, fva pn motedoovTeg
cobdoty. ol 8¢ émi tiig métpag ol dtov dkovomat, petd yopdc Séyovian TOV Adyov, koi obtot Pilav ovk
&yovcty, ol TPOg KupoOV MGTELOVSL Kol &V KOp@ TEPUGHoD dpictavtal. TO 0¢ &ig tag axaviag Tecdv,
ob1oi giotv 01 dkovoavTE, Kai DT Pepvdy Kai TAoDTOL Koi HdovaV 10D Biov TopevOUEVOL GUUTVIyOVTOL
Kod o0 teElecpopodot. O 8¢ v i KaAdj i), ovTol gioty oftveg &v kapdig KaAfj koi dyodf dkovcovTeg TOV

AOYOV KOTéoVGL Koi Kopmo@opodoty &v dropoviy. ‘O Emv dTo. AKoVEY AKOVETM.

GOSPEL READING (LK. 8:5 — 15)

The Lord said this parable: “A sower went out to sow his seed; and as he sowed, some fell

along the path, and was trodden under foot, and the birds of the air devoured it. And some fell
on the rock; and as it grew up, it withered away, because it had no moisture. And some fell
among thorns; and the thorns grew with it and choked it. And some fell into good soil and grew,
and yielded a hundredfold.” And when his disciples asked him what this parable meant, he said,
“To you it has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of God; but for others they are in
parables, so that seeing they may not see, and hearing they may not understand. Now the
parable is this: The seed is the word of God. The ones along the path are those who have heard;
then the devil comes and takes away the word from their hearts, that they may not believe and
be saved. And the ones on the rock are those who, when they hear the word, receive it with joy;
but these have no root, they believe for a while and in time of temptation fall away. And as for
what fell among the thorns, they are those who hear, but as they go on their way they are choked
by the cares and riches and pleasures of life, and their fruit does not mature. And as for that in
the good soil, they are those who, hearing the word, hold it fast in an honest and good heart,
and bring forth fruit with patience.” As he said these things, he cried out, “He who has ears to

hear, let him hear.”




Oct 4
SUN

Oct7
WED

Oct 11
SUN

Oct 14
WED

Oct 18
SUN

Oct 20

FEORTOLOGION
OCTOBER 2026

SS. Cyprian and Justina
Ay. Kvngiavo kat Iovortivag
8:00 a.m. Orthros/ 9:00 a.m. Liturgy

2nd Sunday of Luke

B’ Kvgiaxn Aovka

7:30 a.m. Orthros/ 8:45 a.m. Liturgy
Second Liturgy 10:45 a.m.

Paraklesis to the Theotokos
HapaxAnon tnec Ocotdoxkov
7:00 p.m.

Discovering Orthodoxy Class

Sunday of the 7th Ecumenical Synod
Kvguaxkr] tng Z’' Otkovuevikryg
Zvvodov

7:30 a.m. Orthros / 8:45 a.m. Liturgy

Paraklesis to the Theotokos
MagaxAnon tng Ozotéxov
7:.00 p.m.

Discovering Orthodoxy Class

St. Luke the Apostle

Ay. BvayyeAiot) Aovkd

7:30 a.m. Orthros / 8:45 a.m. Liturgy
Second Liturgy 10:45 a.m.

St. Gerasimos of Kephalonia
Avy.Tepacipov
8:00 a.m. Orthros/ 9:00 a.m. Liturgy

Oct 21
WED

Oct 23
FRI

Oct 25
SUN

Oct 26
MON

Oct 28
WED

Oct 31
SAT

Paraklesis to the Theotokos
INagdxAnon tng Ocotoékov
7:00 p.m.

Discovering Orthodoxy Class

St. Iakovos the Apostle
Ay. AnoogtéAov lakwpov
8:00 a.m. Orthros / 9:00 a.m. Liturgy

6th Sunday of Luke

LT Aovka

7:30 a.m. Orthros / 8:45 a.m. Liturgy
Second Liturgy 10:45 a.m.

Athletic Sunday

St. Demetrios the Myrrh-streamer
Ay. Anunrteiov MvoBAntng
8:00 a.m. Orthros / 9:00 a.m. Liturgy

Holy Protection of the Theotokos
Avyiag Zxénng tn¢ ®cotdicov
8:00 a.m. Orthros / 9:00 a.m. Liturgy

Great Vespers of the Holy Anargyroi
M. Eoneguvig Ay. Avagyvowv
7:00 p.m.




TO APXONTAPIKI
THE ARCHONTARIKI

NMUSIC
FOOD
PAREA

The Archontariki is a monthly
gathering of our senior
parishioners. At St. Nicholas, we
strive to reach out to all ages and
offer opportunity for community
fellowship and engagement.
Please encourage your loved ones
to participate in this wonderful
new program. Please rsvp with
the Church office. Thank you!

JOIN US!!
THURSDAY, October 15th at
12:00 P.M. - 2:00 P.M.

EAdte va pag kavete
nagéa!!!




‘ ST. NICHOLAS GREEK ORTHODOX SHRINE
CHURCH

REQUESTS THE HONOR OF YOUR PRESENCE AT
THE

Sgape Gaka

Honoring our
St. Nicholas Parish Ministries

&

Saturday, January 30, 2027

g LEONARD’S PALAZZO OF GREAT NECK, NY
6:00 P.M. FELLOWSHIP- 7:00 P.M. DINNER
ADULTS: $175 YOUNG ADULIS (13-17): $125  CHILDREN (under 12): $75

L 4
> il 7
ROOTEDIN &z, UNITED N (Yist
: &
Music by: International Sounds
Black Tie Optional

Featuring Chance Auction
&

Make your reservations online:
Irene Hotzoglou: 516-330-2299
Eleni Stathopoulos: 917-273-8084

https://www.stnicholasflushing.org/upcoming-events




~ Renovating TSN
"V "FOR OUR FUTURE " \

BRONZE DEDICATION LEAF $2,000
' SILVER DEDICATION LEAF $5,000
' GOLD DEDICATION LEAF $10,000
BENEFACTOR DOVE $25,000

GREAT BENEFACTOR STONE  $50,000

Please consider supporting our Renovation For OQur Future project to continue passing
the torch of Orthodox faith and Hellenism to our future generations.

BRONZE LEAF $2,000 SILVER LEAF $5,000 GOLD LEAF $10,000
DOVE $25,000 STONE $50,000
LAST NAME: FIRST NAME:
PHONE NUMBER: EMAIL: ‘
PLEASE PRINT INSCRIPTION CLEARLY. 3 LINES (33 CHARACTERS MAX)

"SO LET EACH ONE GIVE AS HE PURPOSES IN HIS HEART; NOT GRUDGINGLY OR OQUT OF
NECESSITY; FOR GOD LOVES A CHEERFUL GIVER"

T — N
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ST. NICHOLAS GREEK ORTHODOX SHRINE CHURCH

ST. LUKE'S SCHOOL
OF BYZANTINE
ICONOGRAPHY

*BI-WEEKLY ICONOGRAPHY
CLASSES

*EVERY OTHER TUESDAY FROM
OCTOBER TO MARCH

*ALL SKILL LEVELS WELCOME

*FIRST CLASS OCTOBER 6, 2026

SCANTHE QR [®lifmy:
CODE TO SIGN
UP FOR
CLASSES!
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\ ~ THURSDAY, OCTOBER 15™
B LA AT 7:00PM

\_',) IN THE CAFETERIA

SCAN QR CODE
TO SIGN UP:




Bartholomew
Matthew
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James the Greater
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Thomas

Find all 12 Apostles

.
.

I A I GRETAERGEHTSEMA ]I W
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Directions:
f Jesus. Answers may be
backwards or diagonal.

O

KID$S BULLETIN PAGE




MEMORIALS MNHMOXYNA
Soterios Georgiou Zwtneiov I'eweyiov
Vasilios Mavromatis Baotleion Mavpopdn
Kalliopt Mavromatis KaAiiomng Mavpopdn
Eleni Sklavounakis EAévnc Zxhafovvikn

— oo

ANNOUNCEMENT

NOTICE OF GENERAL ASSEMBLY MEETING
Date: Sunday, November 8, 2026
Time: Immediately following the Divine Liturgy
Location: Michelis Cultural Center (Petros Sarantakos Hall)
Your presence and participation are highly valued as we gather to discuss our
community's future.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

Son of Dean and Ava Vasiliou
Saturday, October 17, 2026 at 12:00 P.M.

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE

Alexa Mavroudes & Matthew Bello
Sunday, October 11, 2026 at 2:00 P.M.

ANNOUNCEMENT

Following the Divine Liturgy this morning everyone is invited to the Sarantakos Hall
for coffee and fellowship.

Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox Shrine Church
196-10 Northern Blod Flushing, NY 11358




Sunday, October 11, 2026 | Sunday of the Seventh Ecumenical Council

DIAKONIA

A National Ministry of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America

REFLECTIONS FROM TODAY'S READING I Luke 8:5-15

Fr. George Parsenios (HCHC '96)

“A Sower
Went Out
to Sow...”

understand.” Jesus applies this phrase to his

opponents in today’s Gospel reading in order to
explain why they heard all that he said and saw all that
he did, but then they turned away from him in rejection
instead of turning to him in faith. Pontius Pilate, for
example, stared into the face of the living God and asked,
“What is truth?” He saw. He heard. But he did not believe
because his heart was closed to the truth. Seeing, he does
not see. Hearing, he does not hear. Such hardness of heart
does not apply only to Jesus’ opponents. Our own hearts
can be hardened in a similar way: we might appear to be
engaging with God and with the people around us, but
our actions are empty. Think of how many times you sat
in a divine service and were overcome with boredom or

“Seeing they do not see, and hearing they do not

indifference. We say the prayers and we hear their words,
but the words mean nothing to us. Praying, we do not
pray. Or, think of how many times we deal with members
of our families and we say that we love them, but our
actions show something else. Loving, we do not love.
The same delusion might accompany our service to the
Church and to others. We may appear to be performing
selfless acts of service for the good of the Church, but all
the while our real concern is to be thanked and honored
profusely. Serving, we do not serve. To avoid these
pitfalls, let us examine our hearts before we act, knowing
that we will never be perfectly humble, but striving ever
more to be authentic in our Christian faith.

Fr. George Parsenios is Professor of New Testament at Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology. www.hchc.edu

Diakonia is made possible by a

700

generous grant from Leadership 100

Scan for today’s service text

bit.ly/parishtexts




DIAKONIA

FROM THE ORIGINAL GREEK: Daimonion (Aaitpoviov)

What does “Demon” mean?

Fr. George Parsenios (HCHC '96)

The English word “demon”
refers specifically to evil
spirits or forces, but it has

L)
=T
L1

in pagan religion. Ancient

. Greeks believed in a sky
full of deities, and they
gave the name daimonion—or the related
term daimén—to the less powerful gods.
Socrates even claimed that a special daimén guided
him in moral decisions. Even earlier, Hesiod wrote that
“demons” served as personal overseers who brought
benefit or harm to the people they supervised.

no such negative connotation

A fortunate person was said to possess eudaimonia which
literally meant that he was guided by a “good demon.”
When Jews and Christians spoke in the Bible about the
gods of the Greeks, however, the term took on an utterly
negative sense. For Christians and Jews, the Greek gods
were evil forces that seduced people away from honoring
the one true God. St. Paul famously reprimanded the
Church in Corinth for participating in pagan sacrifices
and cultic meals by saying, “You cannot partake of

the table of the Lord and the table of demons” (using
daimonia, the plural of daimonion). Christians, therefore,
believe that when pagans worship a daimonon and not
the one true God, they honor an evil spirit.

17th Century Russian icon of the Seventh
Ecumenical Council. Public Domain.

THIS WEEK'S LOOK AT CHURCH HISTORY
The Seventh Ecumenical Council

Ben Malian, MTS-Holy Cross 2026

Today the Orthodox Church commemorates the Seventh Ecumenical
Council, known also as the Second Council of Nicaea, which convened
over several sessions from September 24™ to October 13, 787.

For decades at that time, imperial policy in the East had been
“iconoclastic”: the veneration of icons was blanketly prohibited, and
many were simply painted over or destroyed. More than 300 bishops
gathered at the Council of Hieria in 754 to endorse imperial iconoclasm
and affirm the sophisticated theological arguments of Emperor
Constantine V.

Yet by 784, the shrewd Empress Irene and her handpicked Patriarch

of Constantinople, St. Tarasios, began spearheading a council whose
task would be to defend both the production and veneration of icons.
Citing “the divinely inspired tradition of the catholic Church” and
underscoring the vital significance of the doctrine of the Incarnation—

namely, that icons “provide confirmation that the becoming man of
the Word of God was real and not just imaginary” —the Definition
promulgated at the Second Council of Nicaea in 787 remains today a
remarkable summation of the Orthodox faith.

Diakonia is made possible by a generous grant from Leadership 100 | L100.org



DIAKONIA

OCTOBER IS DISABILITY AWARENESS MONTH:

A Simple “Hi” Can Change Everything

By Presvytera Melanie DiStefano,
MDiv-Holy Cross

As Orthodox Christians, we are called not only to
believe the Gospel, but to live it. Christ reached
out to those who felt overlooked, isolated, or
marginalized, reminding us that every person is
created in the image and likeness of God. During
Disability Awareness Month, we reflect on how we
can put our faith into action by creating a more
welcoming and inclusive parish community.

The Greek Orthodox Archdiocese’s “Just Say...”
campaign begins with a simple but powerful
message: “Just Say Hi.” While it may seem

small, a warm greeting can make a tremendous
difference. A smile, eye contact, and a kind “hello”
communicate something every person longs to
hear: You belong here.

Hospitality means respecting one another’s dignity
and personal space. Mobility devices, such as
wheelchairs, walkers, or canes, are extensions

of a person's independence and should never be
leaned on, moved, or handled without permission.
Likewise, it is important to avoid touching or
hugging someone without consent. Simple acts of
respect create an environment where everyone feels
valued and safe.

Thoughtful communication is another way we can
show Christ’s love. When speaking with a person
who is blind or has low vision, adding verbal
context can be helpful. For example, rather than
silently extending a hand, say, “I am extending my

hand to shake yours.” Clear communication allows
everyone to participate more fully in fellowship and
parish life.

For individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing,
visual forms of communication can make
meaningful connections possible. Facing the person
when speaking, ensuring visibility for lip-reading,
offering a friendly wave, or using a smartphone or
notepad to exchange written messages are simple
ways to foster connections.

This year’s campaign also encourages us to be
comfortable using the word “disability.” The term
is respectful and widely accepted. Most importantly,
we should listen to and honor the preferences of
each person. If someone uses a particular term

to describe their diagnosis or disability try to
respect that choice. When uncertain, it is perfectly
acceptable to ask. A sincere question demonstrates
a desire to understand.

Putting our faith into action does not require
grand gestures. Often, it begins with a greeting, a
respectful conversation, and a willingness to learn.
By embracing every member of our community
with Christ-like love, we ensure that our parish is
a place where all are welcomed, valued, and able to
fully participate in the life of the Church.

A[m] For information on disability initiatives
ey .
o ﬁ- . and support resources to help improve

; +#pA accessibility at your parish, visit:
! i'-'ﬁ!:u www.goarch.org/fully-human and
www.goarch.org/OBOA

Diakonia is made possible by a generous grant from Leadership 100 | L100.org



DIAKONIA

CROSSWORD
Parable of the Sower

Today’s Gospel reading is found in the Book of Luke. In it, Jesus
taught the Parable of the Sower to explain how people receive God's

Just For Kids!

(...and the young at heart)

word in different ways. As you complete this crossword puzzle, think about the seeds, the different
types of soil, and how we can prepare our hearts to grow in faith and bear good fruit for Christ! Read
each clue carefully and fill in the crossword puzzle with the correct word. All the answers relate to the

Parable of the Sower and can be found in Luke 8:5-15.

<TH SOWCR OF 600D $OCRS:: 56
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11

Across
1. A person who understands the Word bears

6. The farmer who scattered the seeds
7. The Gospel writer of today is

8. The place where some seeds were eaten by
birds

11. Jesus taught this lesson as a
12. The seed represents the word of

12 l ‘ //

Down
2. The seeds withered here with no moisture

3. What choked the growing plants?
4. What the good soil produced

5. The part of the plant that grows down into the
earth

9. People should have ears to
10. What the sower planted
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