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The Women of the Shoah Docent Program

The Women of the Shoah Docent Program trains community 
members to lead engaging tours of “She Wouldn’t Take Off Her 
Boots,” the Holocaust monument in Greensboro’s LeBauer Park. 
Participants develop comprehensive knowledge about Holocaust 
history and the powerful stories of the women and children depicted 
in the memorial. Docents join a supportive learning community with 
ongoing educational opportunities, deepening their understanding 
while honoring these important narratives through thoughtful, 
informative presentations to visitors of all ages.

Scan the QR code or visit the 
link below to explore our docent 
program and submit your 
application today. 

womenoftheshoahjp.org/
docent-program 
(336) 355-1213
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WHAT’S INSIDE:

This past spring, I had the pleasure of traveling with 
my son, Finn, and a group from Greensboro on the 
International March of the Living. Greensboro is 
fortunate that Rabbi Guttman and Rabbi Koren have led 
delegations to Poland and Israel for decades. Hundreds 
of Greensboro teenagers and adults have participated 
in this transformative journey. While we were unable 
to travel to Israel this year, our week in Poland was 
incredibly impactful.  

This was my first time visiting Poland, and I had 
no idea how deeply moved I would be by what I saw. 
What we experienced was a mix of the unconscionable 

and a glimmer of hope. At Auschwitz and Majdanek, we witnessed the 
dehumanization of an entire people. In Krakow, we saw the revitalization of 
the Jewish Community Center under the leadership of UNC Tar Heel Jonathan 
Ornstein. In Warsaw, we soaked in the joy of watching our Greensboro teens 
dance and celebrate their Jewish identity with teens from around the world. 
Each of these experiences renewed my commitment to confront rising 
antisemitism. We owe it to the next generation and the generations that 
follow to do all we can.  

We are fortunate to have so many opportunities to engage with our Jewish 
community. Each one is a chance to learn—whether about the customs 
connected to a Jewish holiday or the pressing issues of our time. Shared 
learning strengthens relationships and creates deeper connections. As I begin 
my term as president of the Greensboro Jewish Federation, I look forward to 
learning, growing, and being renewed through the many opportunities the 
Greensboro Jewish community offers.

With the warmest of regards, B’Shalom,
Aaron Strasser, President

Greensboro Jewish Federation 2027–2029

Aaron Strasser
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One of my favorite things about being part of the Jewish 
people is our passion for and commitment to lifelong 
learning. At the Greensboro Jewish Federation, this idea 
is central to our purpose and directly connected to our 
mission to empower and unite a thriving Jewish community 
across generations. We fulfill this mission by offering 
Jewish educational and cultural activities and promoting 
understanding within the Jewish community and with the 
community-at-large.

Educational opportunities can take many forms in 
both secular and Jewish spaces. My Jewish learning 
experiences have been formal and informal, academic 
and experiential, focused and immersive. I remember my 

time in religious school, studying for my bat mitzvah and confirmation, and taking 
both undergraduate and graduate courses in Judaic studies and Jewish communal 
leadership. I still think about my summers at Jewish camp and the summer I spent in 
Israel as a teenager. I have taken online and in-person Hebrew courses as an adult, 
classes with rabbis in different cities and congregations, and traveled to Israel for 
extended learning opportunities at amazing 
institutions. I have also enjoyed more focused 
learning opportunities, such as reading or 
listening to podcasts to learn about Jewish 
history and the current issues facing our 
community. Together, these experiences have 
shaped who I am today and collectively led 
me toward a career in the Jewish community 
and fueled my desire to have a Jewish home 
and raise proud, educated Jewish children.  

This year, the Greensboro Jewish Federation 
will offer many Jewish learning opportunities. Community members will have the 
chance to hear speakers from our national and international partners, including 
Jewish Federations of North America (JFNA), the Jewish Agency for Israel, the 
American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee, the Anti-Defamation League, the 
Jewish National Fund, and BAMAH. These events will take place both in person and 
virtually and offer opportunities to learn about current trends and issues affecting 
the Jewish community from experts in a variety of fields.

If you’re looking for something more experiential, consider coming to a program 
connected to a Jewish holiday or attending the 2027 Triad Jewish Film Festival. 
Those looking for something more immersive could travel with our delegation 
to Washington, D.C. in November to participate in the JFNA General Assembly, 
where we will learn from Jewish leaders and educators from across the globe. 
Registration for this conference is now open, and I hope you will consider joining 
me. If you are looking to engage with a topic at your own pace, consider checking 
out a book from the Greensboro Jewish Library. We have an extensive collection of 
books to choose from, thanks to our membership in the Jewish Book Council, our 
participation in the PJ Library program, and donations from community members.

In this issue of Shalom Greensboro, you will read about opportunities to engage 
in Jewish learning through the Federation and our community partners. These 
educational experiences give us the chance to expand our understanding of 
ourselves and others. At times, we may find that what we learn challenges our 
assumptions or encourages us to see a topic from a different perspective. This is 
Jewish learning. It helps us grow and renew ourselves and our community. May 
you all have a L’shana Tova—a good new year filled with many opportunities to 
learn, grow, and connect.  

EDUCATION Shapes Our Jewish JourneyShapes Our Jewish Journey

Glenda Bernhardt

By Glenda Bernhardt, Chief Executive Officer, Greensboro Jewish Federation
Glenda Bernhardt 
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Aaron Strasser
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Shalom Greensboro is a publication of the Greensboro 
Jewish Federation, 5509-C West Friendly Avenue, 
Greensboro, NC 27410, sharing news and information 
about the local Jewish community. For questions, contact 
info@shalomgreensboro.org. The publication is available 
in print and online at shalomgreensboro.org. The views, 
findings, or recommendations expressed by speakers of 
programs published in Shalom Greensboro are their own 
and are not necessarily endorsed by, and may not reflect 
those of, the Federation or sponsoring organizations.

“These educational 
experiences give us 

the chance to expand 
our understanding of 

ourselves and others.”  
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MAJOR GIFTS DINNER
2027 ANNUAL CAMPAIGN

Wednesday, November 18, 2026 at 6 p.m. 
Starmount Forest Country Club, One Sam Snead Drive, Greensboro, NC

 FEATURING
Exclusive insights from ERIC FINGERHUT, President and CEO of the Jewish Federations 

of North America, as he shares a timely message on the challenges and opportunities facing 

the Jewish community today. 

The evening will also celebrate local leadership by presenting FRANK BRENNER  

with the Benjamin Cone Sr. Leadership Award, recognizing his outstanding service 

and dedication to our community.

Thank you to our Event Co-chairs Kathy Manning and Randall Kaplan, and 2027 Campaign Co-chairs Rachel Villalba and Ken Stiles.
Required minimum contribution is $5,000 per household. Registration Coming Soon. For more information, contact gvellani@shalomgreensboro.org, (336) 852-5433 x232. 

SAVE THE DATE

creating tomorrow,

As the High Holidays approach and we introduce ourselves 
to the community, we want to reflect on one of the many 
reasons we said “yes” when asked to serve as the 2027 
Campaign co-chairs.

During Yom Kippur, we frequently recite the words, 
“We have sinned,” even for sins that we may not have 
personally committed. This phrase reminds us that our 
fate is intertwined and that we bear responsibility for one 
another. It also compels us to consider how collective 
giving can transform spiritual reflection into tangible acts 
of kindness. 

This year’s campaign theme, Creating Tomorrow, 
Together, reminds us that the future is shaped by what 
we do today. Through collective giving, we strengthen our 
community and help ensure a vibrant Jewish future for 
generations to come.

We accepted the role of Campaign co-chairs because 
we believe in the power of collected giving. When each 
of us contributes, we create something far greater than 
any one person could accomplish alone. Together, we 
strengthen our community, care for those in need, and 
ensure a vibrant Jewish future for generations to come.

We are honored to serve in this role and grateful for 
the opportunity to work alongside dedicated volunteers, 
donors, and community leaders. Thank you for your 
support of the Greensboro Jewish Federation and for 
helping make a difference in the lives of others. If we have 
not yet had the opportunity, we look forward to meeting 
you this year and wish everyone a Shanah Tovah.

Ken and Rachel

“For more than 20 years, my 
family and I have proudly 
called Greensboro home. It 
is the community where we 
have raised our family, built 
friendships, and deepened 
our connection to our Jewish 
identity. As a member of 
Temple Emanuel, I have 
been fortunate to be part of 

a vibrant, caring congregation that welcomed us 
and has allowed us to pass Jewish traditions and 
values on to our children, l’dor v’dor.”

“My wife Patti and I have 
called Greensboro home for 
more than 20 years. We’ve 
lived in several U.S. 
communities and abroad 
during our years together, 
and we can honestly say 
that none have compared 
to the Greensboro Jewish 
community. When I 

retired in 2020, I had the opportunity to become 
more deeply involved and see firsthand the 
incredible impact the Federation has, not only 
in Greensboro, but also throughout the state and 
around the world”.

OUR COLLECTIVE IMPACT: Creating Tomorrow, TogetherCreating Tomorrow, Together
By Rachel Villalba and Ken Stiles, 2027 Campaign Co-chairs

The help we provide 
the Jewish community 
through our Annual 

Campaign is dependent 
on your support. 

Please donate now 
by scanning the code 
below, or by visiting 

shalomgreensboro.org.

Ken Stiles

Rachel Villalba

creating
tomorrow,

creating
tomorrow,

creating tomorrow,

creating tomorrow,

creating tomorrow,

creating tomorrow,

creating tomorrow,

creating tomorrow,
creating tomorrow,
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When thinking of educational learning, intellectual 
study tends to come to mind, yet social and emotional 

learning is a vital part of personal growth, self-awareness, and understanding. 
Jewish Family Services of Greensboro (JFS) provides multiple opportunities 

for this type of study through the Mental Health and Wellness Series. The series 
began in May 2025 during Mental Health Month and continues to feature new 
speakers regularly. Through these programs, JFS creates welcoming spaces 
where community members can explore important topics, gain knowledge, and 
engage in meaningful conversations.

JFS has offered programming on a variety of topics, including menopause, 
mindfulness, supporting and affirming gender-expansive family members, body 
positivity, brain health, dementia and memory care, benefits of friendship during 

old age, caregiver stress, and support groups for addiction 
and caregiver support. These programs allow space for 
community members to learn about health and wellness 
topics, have discussions with others in the community, and 
ask questions directly from experts. By providing access 
to education and open dialogue, JFS helps foster greater 
awareness and connection.

JFS is intentional about hosting programs for topics that 
often get overlooked and can be difficult to discuss, such as 
the menopause workshop held last fall. Dr. Suzanne Miller 
explained the physical and hormonal changes that occur 
during menopause; Jennifer Becker, LCMHCS, explored the 

emotional impact of menopause, what’s “normal,” and when to seek help; and Dr. 
Cole Kampen discussed pelvic health changes every woman should know. These 
conversations provided valuable information while helping community members 
feel more informed and supported. The JFS Mental Health and Wellness Series 
is ongoing and continues to introduce new topics designed to meet the needs 
and interests of the community. 

JFS also provides community members with education and access to various 
resources in the area. JFS team members regularly provide health and mental 
health education through individual conversations, phone calls, emails, and visits 
to homes and facilities. These interactions allow JFS to listen, understand unique 
circumstances, and help connect individuals and families with appropriate 
resources. 

By focusing on important topics and questions that may be difficult to ask, 
Jewish Family Services is proud to enhance communal learning, encourage 
connection, and provide support throughout the community.

To learn more about upcoming JFS Mental Health and Wellness programs and 
other opportunities, visit the events calendar at jfsgreensboro.org. New programs 
are added throughout the year, so check back often to see what’s coming up next.

Communal Learning for  Communal Learning for  
Mind and Body Mind and Body 
AT JEWISH FAMILY SERVICES  

JEWISH FAMILY SERVICES

“By providing 
access to education 
and open dialogue, 

JFS helps foster 
greater awareness 

and connection.”  
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Jewish Family Services, Temple 
Emanuel Friendship Circle, and Beth 
David Synagogue invited seniors 
to celebrate Shavuot at a luncheon 
featuring dairy fare at Temple 
Emanuel. The event highlighted 
community partnership and seasonal 
tradition, offering a festive meal in 
honor of the holiday. Prior to the 
event, Jewish Family Services hosted 
a flower-arranging workshop led by 
Joan Muss, where guests created 
fresh floral centerpieces, which were 
displayed on the luncheon tables.

The Bombing of the Temple  The Bombing of the Temple  
by Melissa Fay Greeneby Melissa Fay Greene
On Oct. 12, 1958, 50 sticks of dynamite exploded outside 
Atlanta’s oldest Reform synagogue in an attack that 
became a pivotal moment in the civil rights era. The 
Bombing of the Temple examines the bombing and its 
impact on a city and region confronting racial injustice and 

social change. At its center is Rabbi Jacob Rothschild, who publicly supported 
racial equality despite threats and opposition. Melissa Fay Greene weaves 
together the experiences of Atlanta’s Jewish, Black, and white communities. 
Her account examines how prejudice, fear, and leadership shaped a defining 
moment in American history and the nation’s ongoing struggle for equality and 
justice in the years that followed.

The Bombing of the Temple is available to borrow at The Greensboro Jewish 
Library, along with a vast collection of publications relating to the Jewish 
experience. JFS thanks the Jewish Book Council, PJ Library, private donors, 
and especially Arlene Henza for maintaining this valuable resource. For more 
information, visit jfsgreensboro.org.

check it out
The Greensboro Jewish Library

SEASONAL CELEBRATION:   
Community Shavuot LuncheonCommunity Shavuot Luncheon

Sunday, November 1
9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Greensboro Jewish 
Federation Building

 

5509-C West Friendly Avenue

BLOOD DRIVE
 IN MEMORY OF MORRY & RUTH JACOBS

Donate blood and honor 
the legacy of Morry & Ruth 
Jacobs. Every donation 
makes a difference.

SCAN THE CODE 
TO REGISTER 
or contact (336) 852-4829 x222
mcross@shalomgreensboro.org

GREENSBORO JEWISH COMMUNITY

Jewish Family Services is grateful to  
BUTCH LAW for their partnership and support.

To learn more about their services,  
visit butchlaw.com or call (256) 479-6990.
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For many people, learning begins with finding the right 
answer. For Israeli artist Adva Weinstein, it begins with 
asking better questions.

That philosophy lies at the heart of 
an exciting new partnership bringing 
Weinstein to North Carolina A&T State 
University for a yearlong residency 
through BAMAH, an organization 
that builds meaningful relationships 
between Black and Jewish communities 
through the arts. While the residency 
will introduce students to an 
accomplished Israeli artist whose work 
explores participation, dialogue, and 
social change, those involved see it as 
something much deeper than a visiting 
artist program. It is an invitation—for 
students, educators, artists, and the 
Greensboro Jewish community alike—
to learn with one another.

As the High Holidays approach, that 
invitation feels especially meaningful. 
Jewish learning has long taught that 
growth rarely comes from certainty. 
Instead, it comes from asking questions, 
listening deeply, wrestling with new 
ideas, and allowing oneself to be 
changed by the people one encounters.

For BAMAH founder and CEO Flo Low, those ideas are 
central to the organization’s mission.

“BAMAH is a cultural dialogue exchange organization 
that uses the arts to build meaningful connections across 
communities, particularly between Black and Jewish 
communities in the United States,” Low explains. “Politics 
divide; culture connects.”

Rather than presenting art as something to observe 
from a distance, BAMAH creates 
opportunities for artists to become 
part of a community over time. 
Residencies allow trust to develop 
naturally, creating space for authentic 
relationships, thoughtful conversations, 
and meaningful collaboration.

“When an artist is embedded in a 
university over a semester, something 
different happens,” Low says. “Students 
see her in the hallway, they argue with 

her in class, they bring her ideas that have been sitting 
with them since last week. That accumulation is where 
transformation lives.”

A Partnership Rooted in Connection and Learning
The partnership first began after Dr. Buffie Longmire-

Avital, professor of psychology and associate dean for 
academics in the Honors College at North Carolina A&T, 
met Low at Collaboratory, a gathering of Jewish educators 
and innovators exploring connections between Israel and 
Jewish communities in North America. Longmire-Avital 
immediately saw the potential for a partnership that aligned 
with the Honors College’s commitment to global learning 
and engaged education.

That vision quickly found a champion in Honors College 
Dean Dr. Margaret Kanipes, whose leadership has prioritized 
innovative curricular design and meaningful global exchange 
opportunities. Longmire-Avital credits Kanipes’ support with 
helping transform an exciting idea into a yearlong residency 
that will bring students, artists, and the broader community 
into conversation with one another.

During her residency, Weinstein will teach the Honors 
College’s first interdisciplinary seminar focused on 
generating sustainable social change through community-
based artistic expression while creating experiential learning 
opportunities that connect students with Greensboro, its 
history, and its people. 

“Our students are passionate about community 
engagement and the use of artistic expression,” Longmire-
Avital says. “This will be right in line with that.”

But she hopes students gain far more than artistic skills.
“The ability to center authentic voice, listen 

compassionately, and develop skills for how to hold and 

Dr. Buffie Longmire-
Avital, Adva Weinstein 

with son Raphael,  
Flo Low, and  

Dr. Margaret Kanipes

Israeli Resident Artist 
Adva Weinstein

BY GINNY VELLANI

THE  Art OF SEEING ONE ANOTHER

Bamah CEO, Flo Low

Adva Weinstein is 
a multidisciplinary 
performance maker and 
cultural entrepreneur. 
Her performance works, 
which have toured in 
Israel and overseas, are 
largely interactive and 
place the interpersonal 
encounter at the 
center of the artistic 
experience.
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critique constructively are takeaways I hope our students 
gain,” she says. “Art has always been a critique of the status 
quo and a call for change. It tells stories and truths that 
resonate with people on both individual and communal 
levels.”

Weinstein’s work is uniquely suited to that kind of 
learning because it invites participation instead of passive 
observation.

The Wisdom of Asking Better Questions
“My work sits between artistic practice, community and 

social engagement, and education,” she says. “Making art 
together is also a way of being in the world.”

Many of her performances are built 
around conversation. Some consist 
almost entirely of questions posed to 
participants.

“I was always taught that questions 
are a form of wisdom,” Weinstein says. 
“In an age where everyone seems to 
have their minds made up, being a 
curious questioner—and insisting on 
having an innocent mind open to hearing 
surprising answers—is a beautiful and 
rare thing.”

It is no coincidence that this 
perspective feels deeply Jewish. Jewish tradition has 
always celebrated questioning as an act of learning. From 
the Passover seder to the study hall, Jewish wisdom is built 
not on easy answers but on conversation, curiosity, and the 
belief that returning to familiar ideas can reveal something 
entirely new.

That same spirit shapes Weinstein’s approach to 
Greensboro. Rather than arriving with a predetermined 
project, she intends to begin by listening.

“A lot of my work starts with learning about the new place 
or community within which I am working,” she explains. “It’s 
hard—and perhaps not appropriate—to decide in advance 
too much about what will emerge.”

She hopes to spend her first months meeting people, 
learning the rhythms of the city, and allowing collaborations 
to grow organically from those relationships.

The Power of Reciprocal Learning
Perhaps the residency’s most remarkable quality is its 

commitment to reciprocity. Longmire-Avital is quick to 
point out that this is not simply an opportunity for A&T 

students to learn about Israel or the 
Jewish community.

“Much of the conversation around 
fostering relationships between Jewish 
and non-Jewish communities has often 
centered on what the non-Jewish 
community can learn from their Jewish 
community members,” she says. “I hope 
that this residency reminds the Jewish 
community that learning needs to 
happen in both directions.”

It is a powerful reminder that genuine partnership asks 
something of everyone involved. Participants arrive as both 
teachers and students.

For Low, that reciprocal spirit mirrors the Jewish tradition 
itself.

“Jewish learning is relational and iterative,” she says. “You 
study a text with a partner. You return to the same passage 
year after year and find something new. You are expected 
to question and wrestle, not just receive.”

As the residency unfolds throughout the coming 
academic year, its success will not be measured solely 
by exhibitions, performances, or classroom discussions. 
Instead, it will be measured by 
the relationships that continue 
long after the formal residency 
ends.

Low hopes this becomes 
“the beginning of an ongoing 
relationship rather than a one-
time program.”

Weinstein shares a similar 
hope. She doesn’t expect every 
participant to leave thinking 
differently. She hopes they 
leave asking new questions.

“If it opened up new 
questions, that would be amazing,” she says. “Or if it gave 
them a moment to connect in some way new—or renewed—
to themselves, to others, to the world.”

In many ways, that is what Jewish learning has always 
invited people to do. It asks people to remain curious, 
to listen before speaking, to approach one another with 
humility, and to believe that every meaningful encounter 
holds the possibility of renewal.

This residency offers Greensboro an opportunity to do 
exactly that.

ON THE COVER
Adva Weinstein in her interactive 

performance A Very Narrow Bridge, 
an audience-driven exploration of 

migration, cultural identity, language, 
and belonging.

Photo credit: Yair Meyuhas

Left: Scene from 
Weinstein’s Self-
Assembled, where 
audience members 
engage in one-on-one 
conversations with the 
performers. 

Photo credit: Dan Ben Ari

RESIDENT ARTIST
Bridges Cultures 
THROUGH CREATIVITY.

“Jewish 
tradition 

has always 
celebrated 

questioning 
as an act of 

learning.”
“I hope that 
this residency 

reminds the Jewish 
community that 

learning needs to 
happen in both 
directions. ”  

Dr. Buffie Longmire-Avital
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How can families ensure that 
generosity continues from one 
generation to the next? This question 
brought community members 
together for a conversation as the 
Jewish Foundation of Greensboro 
hosted Family Philanthropy: Passing 
the Torch. The interactive program 
explored how Jewish values can 
inspire meaningful giving across 
generations. The event featured 
nationally recognized philanthropy 
expert Robyn Schein of 21/64, an 
organization dedicated to helping 
families navigate multigenerational 
philanthropy.

Designed as both a workshop and 
conversation, the program welcomed 
donors, community leaders, board 
members, and affiliates to examine 
how charitable traditions evolve 

while remaining rooted in shared values. Rather than 
focusing solely on financial strategies, participants 
explored the relationships and conversations 
that sustain a family’s philanthropic legacy over 
time. The session addressed emerging trends in 
multigenerational giving, differences in giving styles 
between generations, and practical approaches for 
engaging younger family members in charitable 
decision-making.

Opening the luncheon, 
Jewish Foundation of 
Greensboro Board Chair 
Ron Milstein emphasized 
that philanthropy is 
about much more than 
managing assets. “How 
do we pass the torch 
without the flame going 
out?” he asked, framing 
the central challenge 
facing many philanthropic 
families today. He noted 
that while giving methods 
may change, the desire to 
improve the world remains 
strong across generations.

Drawing on years of 
experience working with 
multigenerational families, 
Schein guided participants 
through research, small-
group discussions, and 
hands-on exercises that 
encouraged families to 
identify the values that 
shape their charitable 
decisions. Her presentation highlighted the 
importance of open communication and intentional 
planning, helping participants think beyond financial 
gifts to the lasting impact of shared purpose.

The event concluded with an invitation for 
families to continue the conversation beyond the 
workshop. Executive Director Susan Gutterman 
reminded attendees that the Foundation partners 
with donors at every stage of their philanthropic 
journey, whether through donor-advised funds, 
endowments, or legacy planning. She encouraged 
families inspired by the day’s discussion to develop 
personalized charitable plans that reflect their 
values while strengthening the Greensboro Jewish 
community for generations to come.

PASSING THE TORCH THROUGH PHILANTHROPY PASSING THE TORCH THROUGH PHILANTHROPY 
at the Jewish Foundation of Greensboro

JEWISH FOUNDATION

David Delman, Susan Gutterman, 
and Ron Milstein

Victoria Milstein, Rabbi Andy 
Koren, and Randall Kaplan

Robyn Schein, Senior 
Consultant at 21/64

“How do 
we pass the 

torch without 
the flame 

going out?”  
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YOUR DOLLARS AT WORK: PJ Library Engages Future Leaders
Last fiscal year, donors had the opportunity to make a targeted 
impact through supplemental giving. One of those giving 
opportunities, Engaging Future Leaders, supports initiatives 
and experiences that strengthen Jewish identity and helps 
ensure a vibrant future for Greensboro’s Jewish community. 

Thanks to this support, PJ Library has already put these dollars to work through its 
summer program series. Families are benefiting now from exciting programs that 
foster Jewish learning, build lasting relationships, and create meaningful Jewish 
experiences for the next generation of community leaders.

The summer kicked off with PJ Library World Cup Soccer, where children and 
their families enjoyed friendly matches, refreshments, and plenty of cheering 
from the sidelines. In July, families with children entering third grade and older 
gathered for Sunday Sundaes with Grandparents. Along with building ice 
cream sundaes, participants took part in a Grandparent interview activity that 
encouraged storytelling and meaningful conversations across generations. The 
summer series wrapped up with Bubbles & Books, a morning of outdoor play, 
bubbles, and a Community Book Swap that gave gently used books new homes.

For the High Holidays, PJ Library families are invited to pick up Rosh Hashanah 
PJ Library bags, packed with holiday activities and resources, Sept. 9–11. This year’s 
bags have a special focus on engaging grandparents in sharing the meaning and 
traditions of the holiday across generations.

PJ Library and PJ Our Way provide families with the gift of free monthly books 
that explore Jewish values, traditions, culture, and more. Interested in enrolling? 
Sign up at shalomgreensboro.org.

Inspired living at 
Where every day is 
a standing ovation.
At Well-Spring, retirement is anything but ordinary. 
Nestled in northwest Greensboro, our Life Plan 
Community offers vibrant living, exceptional 
amenities and a deep commitment to lifelong 
learning and creativity.

High on the list is The Virginia Somerville Sutton 
Theatre – a professional-grade, 340-seat venue 
that brings the arts to your doorstep. You’ll find 
Broadway to Greensboro shows, concerts,  
resident-led performances and so much more.
Whether you're in the audience, behind the scenes 
or mingling in the theatre lobby, there's always 
something magical happening!

Live with purpose. Thrive with creativity. Discover Well-Spring.

Schedule a tour today at well-spring.org 
or call us at (336) 579-5600.
well-spring.org
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MAKING CONNECTIONS

The Greensboro Jewish Federation’s 
Annual Meeting brought together 
members of the Jewish Community to 
reflect on the accomplishments of the 
Greensboro Jewish Federation, Jewish 
Family Services of Greensboro, and 
the Jewish Foundation of Greensboro.

Held at Beth David Synagogue, 
the gathering highlighted the organizations’ collective 
efforts to strengthen Jewish life, support community 
needs, and advance their shared mission throughout the 
past year. Attendees received updates on key initiatives 
and achievements, as well as a report from Federation 
leadership on the state of the organization and its vision 
for the future.

The meeting included the acknowledgment of 
outgoing board members and the election and 
installation of new leaders, recognizing those who have 
stepped forward to serve and lead the community in the 
year ahead. The meeting also provided an opportunity 
to express appreciation for the dedication of volunteers, 
lay leaders, and supporters whose commitment helps 
sustain and grow the organizations’ impact.

Following the meeting, guests enjoyed a dessert 
reception and time for fellowship, celebrating the 
strength of the community and the partnerships that 
continue to move us forward. The evening reflected 
a shared commitment to building a vibrant Jewish 
future, grounded in service, connection, and collective 
responsibility.

OFFICERS
Chair Michelle Lunney
Secretary Karen Gould
Past Chair Scott Milman

BOARD MEMBERS
     Karen Brod 
     Anya Dabrusco
     Emily Gray
     Perri Hoyt
     Adam Kleiner 

EX-OFFICIO
Greensboro Jewish Federation CEO Glenda Bernhardt*  
Director   Alicia Kaplan*

GREENSBORO JEWISH FEDERATION
FOUNDED IN 1940
Chief Executive O�cer – Glenda Bernhardt, MSW

The Greensboro Jewish Federation empowers and unites a 
thriving Jewish community across generations that strives 
to create a vibrant community, building a world no longer 
in need of repair. The Federation supports Jews in our 
community, in Israel, and worldwide; fosters relationships 
and cooperation among Jewish individuals, Jewish 
organizations, and the community at-large; o�ers 
educational and cultural activities that celebrate our 
traditions and promote understanding; and advocates for 
the Jewish community's priorities and concerns.

JEWISH FAMILY SERVICES
FOUNDED IN 1991
Director – Alicia Kaplan, MSW, LCSW

Guided by our values, Jewish Family Services of Greensboro 
(JFS) provides a range of supportive, mental health, and 
volunteer services and programs that are dedicated to the 
well-being of the Jewish community and contribute to the 
vibrancy of the greater Greensboro community.

JEWISH FOUNDATION OF GREENSBORO
FOUNDED IN 1996
Executive Director – Susan R. Gutterman, JD

The Jewish Foundation of Greensboro develops, sustains, 
and ensures the social welfare, cultural heritage, and 
continuity of the Jewish community through the creation 
and growth of endowment funds. The Foundation manages 
endowments for organizations and has an active donor 
advised fund program.

OFFICERS 
President
President Elect
Vice President
Vice President
Vice President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer

MEMBERS 
Immediate Past President
Campaign Co-Chair (one-year term) 
Campaign Co-Chair (one-year term)  
Jewish Family Services Chair
Jewish Foundation of Greensboro Chair
Chief Executive O�cer 

Aaron Strasser 
Ra� Simel (JFS)
Emily Kranz (Engagement) 
Peggy Bernstein (Campaign) 
Tammi Thurm (Education) 
Ron Yardenay (Security and Overseas) 
Howard Mezer 
Scott Milman 

Jenny Kaiser 
Rachel Villalba 
Ken Stiles   
Michelle Lunney  
David Delman 
Glenda Bernhardt* 

CONGREGATIONAL RABBIS 
Rabbi Andy Koren, TE          Rabbi Grace Gleason, BD         Rabbi Yosef Plotkin, Chabad

PAST PRESIDENTS (Serving)
John Cohen
Tom Cone

Marc Isaacson
       Susan Robinson 

Keith Rosen 
   Sue Simmons 

Tom Sloan 

GREENSBORO JEWISH FEDERATION
Board of Trustees 2026–2027 

TRUSTEES AT LARGE (term expires 2027)
Michele Haber
Rachel Pront
Freddy Robinson
Anna Starobin 
Amy Thompson 
Allison Turkin

TRUSTEES AT LARGE (term expires 2028)
Larry Appel
Lacie Burton
Harvey Katz
Simara Levi
Alli Lindenberg Semon
Michele Slaine

EMERITUS BOARD SEATS    Tobee Kaplan, z”l, Leonard Kaplan, z”l 

JFNA BOARD (ex-o�cio) N/A

JDC (ex-o�cio) Debby Miller

AFFILIATED ORGANIZATION REPRESENTATIVES TO THE 
GREENSBORO JEWISH FEDERATION (ex-o�cio)
Beth David Synagogue Rick Schneid 
BBYO Koby Ellick
B’nai Israel Synagogue (High Point) Kerry Citrin 
B’nai Shalom Day School Brandon Gray
Chabad Greensboro Rabbi Yosef Plotkin (duplicate seat) 

Hadassah Sara Jacobs
North Carolina Hillel TBD
Temple Emanuel Brian Goldberg  

PROFESSIONALS (ex-o�cio)
Head of School, B’nai Shalom Day School Eva Turner*
Executive Director, NC Hillel  Hannah Gutterman Spinrad*        
Director, Jewish Family Services  Alicia Kaplan*
Executive Director, Jewish Foundation  Susan R. Gutterman, JD*

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

OTHER TRUSTEES

PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTS (2026–2028)
Michele Gordon, Gary Bargebuhr, Ron Milstein                        

COMMITTEE CHAIRS (2026–2028)
Allocations Committee 
Budget Committee
Finance Committee  
Nominating Committee
Human Resources Committee
Vice-Chair, Campaign (2027)
Vice-Chair, Campaign (2027)
Immediate Past Co-Chair, Campaign
Immediate Past Co-Chair, Campaign

                       

Scott Milman (duplicate seat)

Keith Rosen (duplicate seat)

David Rosenstein 
Jenny Kaiser (duplicate seat)

Simara Levi (duplicate seat)

TBD
TBD
Susan Feibelman    
Brad Semon 

JEWISH FAMILY SERVICES
Board of Directors 2026-2027

Thursday, June 11 at 7 p.m. 

Beth David Synagogue

804 Winview Drive
Greensboro, North Carolina

Chair
Vice Chair and Development Chair
Secretary
Immediate Past Chair
Investment Committee Chair
Budget, Finance, and Administrative Chair
CAJL Chair
Donor and A�liate Relations Chair  
Marketing Chair
Stewardship Chair
Governance Chair
At Large Members

Greensboro Jewish Federation President 
Executive Director, Foundation
Greensboro Jewish Federation CEO
LOJE Chair
Founding Chair
Founding Investment Chair

AFFILIATE COUNCIL
Asheville Jewish Community
Beth David Synagogue
Beth Meyer Synagogue, Raleigh
B’nai Israel Synagogue, Wilmington
B’nai Shalom Day School
Carolina Foundation for Jewish Seniors
Chabad Jewish Center Greensboro
Congregation Ahavath Sholom, WV 
Congregation Bayt Shalom, Greenville, NC
Congregation Sha’arei Israel, Raleigh
First Baptist Church, Greensboro
Greensboro Jewish Federation
Hillel Pre-School, Raleigh
Jewish Family Services, Greensboro
Jewish Federation of Greater Raleigh
Judea Reform Congregation, Durham
Mt. Sinai Synagogue, Cheyenne, WY
North Carolina Hillel, Chapel Hill
Ohev Zion Synagogue, Martinsville, VA
Ramah Darom Foundation, Inc., GA
Roanoke Jewish Federation, VA
Temple Emanuel, Greensboro
Temple Emanuel, Winston-Salem
Temple of Israel, Wilmington
Women of the Shoah

Barbara Neitlich 
Deborah Schoenho� 
Lee Shapiro 
Josef Silverman
Ra� Simel

There’s still time to support the 

2026 Campaign.  All pledges 

received by Tuesday, June 30 will 

be a�ributed to the 2026 Annual 

Campaign, but payments will not 

be due until December 31, 2026.

Together, we go Forward to care for one another, 

strengthen Jewish life, support Israel, and rescue our 

people whenever they are in need—and, we could not 

do it without your support. THANK YOU.

make your campaign gift

annual 
meeting

Scan the QR Code to make 

your gift today.

Every donor and every dollar 

supports lifesaving work.

JEWISH FOUNDATION OF GREENSBORO
Board of Directors 2026-2027

David Delman 
Steven Woolf
TBD
Ron Milstein  
Tom Sloan
Gary Simmons
Cathy Levinson 
Freddy Robinson 
Jeri D’Lugin 
Joyce Shuman 
Sarah Schiavone 

Aaron Strasser
Susan R. Gutterman, JD*
Glenda Bernhardt*
Phyllis Shavitz* 
Leonard Kaplan, z”l 
Harvey Colchamiro, z”l 

Robert Deutsch
Dan Wolf
Benjamin Denkin
Marc Shapiro
Yael Dinur
Rachel Wolf
Rabbi Yosef Plotkin
Ivan Platnick
Karen Barondes 
Norman Herman
Sara Manchester
Jenny Kaiser
Yakov Aingorn
Alicia Kaplan
TBD
Emily Young
Steve Borin
Hannah Spinrad
Dicky Globman
Asher Schlusselberg
Richard Kurshan
Barry Frank
Paul Rovinsky
Shai Abisch
Karen Millican

Frank Brenner
Sam Cone
Janis Fields

Joshua Gould
Randall Kaplan
Howard Mezer

Keith Rosen
Brian Ross
Erica Weissburg

*Non-voting members

Becky Spielman
Elizabeth Strasser  
Spencer Turkin

2026

Celebrating Achievements Celebrating Achievements 
and Welcoming New Leadersand Welcoming New Leaders
at theat the 20262026  

annualannual
meetingmeeting
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Jewish Family Services recently 
hosted its second Care Fair, bringing 
together community members, care 
professionals, and local organizations 
for an afternoon of education and 
connection. Designed as a one-stop 
resource, the event provided attendees 

with valuable information and expert guidance on 
healthy aging, cognitive care, financial planning, and 
local support services.

The fair began with opportunities for guests to 
connect directly with professionals representing 
memory care, assisted living, in-home support, elder 
law, transportation services, and other valuable senior-
focused programs. Participants were able to gather 
information tailored to their unique needs and learn 
about services available throughout the community.

Attendees heard from Dr. 
Patrick Stevens, a board-
certified physician specializing 
in Family & Obesity Medicine 
and founder of Medley Health, 
and Bethany Wangelin, Ph.D., 
co-founder of Blueprint and 
Clinical Director of Tailored 
Brain Health, PLLC. Together, 
they shared practical strategies 
for protecting cognitive health, 
reducing dementia risk, and 
supporting caregiver wellness.

As care needs evolve, Jewish 
Family Services  is committed 
to connecting people with the 
expertise and services that 
support thoughtful planning 
for the future.

RESOURCES
Arosa 

Authoracare
Butch Law

Carolina Aging Agency
Cheryl David Law
Guidance Carolina
Kisco Senior Living

SafeTransport
Senior Resources of Guilford

Smart Mouth Nutrition
Dr. Patrick Stevens, DO
Tailored Brain Health

Care Fair 
Speakers Dr. 

Patrick Stevens 
and Bethany 

Wangelin, Ph.D. 

Special thanks to 
sponsors Blueprint 
and Medley Health.

Healthy Aging and Cognitive 
Wellness at JFS CARE FAIR

S A V E  T H E  D A T E

MEETUP!
FALL FAMILY

Sunday, October 18, 2026
at Summerfield farms

JOIN GREENSBORO JEWISH FEDERATION 
FOR AN AFTERNOON OF FAMILY FUN!
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Mitzvah Day 2026 was a resounding success, bringing 
together volunteers from across the Greensboro Jewish 
community for a morning dedicated to service. Volunteers 
of all ages participated in a variety of hands-on projects 
benefiting local nonprofit organizations.

The day kicked off at Beth David Synagogue with 
registration, breakfast, and a group photo before volunteers 
headed out to their chosen mitzvah. One group worked 
with A Simple Gesture and the David D. Frazier Food 

Pantry, helping stock pantry shelves and organize food supplies that 
will support local families facing food insecurity.

At Out of the Garden, volunteers sorted fresh produce for distribution 
to children and families in need. Meanwhile, another team traveled to 
the Kellin Foundation Hope Hub, where they organized materials and 
prepared folders and swag bags to support the organization’s ongoing 
programs and outreach efforts.

Volunteers at Peacehaven Community Farm spent the morning 
assisting with farm tasks while enjoying time with residents and 
supporting the farm’s mission of inclusion and community engagement. 
Elsewhere, participants partnered with arcBARKS Dog Treat Company, 
making homemade dog treats that support the organization’s mission of 
creating opportunities for people with disabilities. Additional volunteers 
rolled up their sleeves to donate blood through an American Red Cross 
blood drive, helping provide a lifesaving resource for patients in need.

Mitzvah Day was a powerful reminder of what can be accomplished 
when people come together in service. The Greensboro Jewish 
community once again demonstrated that when people work together 
to perform acts of social responsibility and kindness, we fulfill our 
shared goal for tikkun olam, repairing the world.

MITZVAH DAY 2026    
Turns Compassion into ActionTurns Compassion into Action

MAKING CONNECTIONS
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(336) 617-2002 • DeepRiver.com
Brian Ross                     Steve Shavitz

COMMERCIAL
REAL ESTATE

D E V E L O P M E N T  •  I N V E S T M E N T  •  M A N A G E M E N T

Securities and advisory services o0ered through LPL Financial, 
a registered investment advisor. Member FINRA/SIPC. 

We help you maintain your lifestyle 
and preserve your wealth through 

personalized investment management 
and tax planning. 

PINSKER WEALTH MANAGEMENT, INC. 
Text us: 336-530-5550 | info@pinskerwealth.com 

www.pinskerwealth.com 

Preston Neal, MBA Jerrold B. Pinsker, JD 

Alicia Kaplan, director of Jewish Family 
Services, traveled to Capitol Hill with 
the Network of Jewish Human Service 
Agencies to advocate for policies that 
reflect the real-world impact of social 
service programs.

The visit focused on how changes 
in federal funding and policy decisions 
affect food assistance, housing 
support, and mental health services 
for individuals and families served by 
Jewish Family Services. Advocates met 

with lawmakers and staff to emphasize the importance 
of maintaining strong safety-net 
programs and ensuring continued 
collaboration between government 
agencies and community-based 
providers. The visit demonstrated 
how national advocacy leads to 
local impact. By joining fellow 
advocates from across the country, 
Kaplan helped amplify the voices 
of communities that rely on critical 
social services.

Participants underscored that 
decisions made in Washington have direct consequences 
for local communities, reinforcing the need for sustained 
dialogue between policymakers and human service 
organizations.

“It was incredibly meaningful to be present with 
so many other Jewish professionals across the nation 
advocating for change,” said Kaplan. Advocates left 
Capitol Hill with a shared commitment to continued 
partnership and engagement in support of vital human 
services.

 

ON THE HILL: Advocating 
for Jewish Social Services 

JFS Director  
Alicia Kaplan

“The visit 
demonstrated 
how national 

advocacy 
leads to local 

impact.”  
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DAVID D. FRAZIER FOOD PANTRY

Sheldon & Barbara Krueger
Erwin & Sandra Goldman	
Dr. Kurt Lauenstein & Dr. Sherry Dickstein

JEWISH FAMILY SERVICES

Anonymous 
Anonymous 
Safe Transport LLC
Meg & Ricky Kaplan
Crystal Coggins 
Angela D. Arnold	

TODAH RABAH
We thank the following donors for their contributions to Jewish Family 
Services. All contributions to JFS are used to support JFS programs and 
services, and those in our community, unless otherwise specified by the donor. 

In Honor: 
Of: 	 Steven Scheck
From: 	�� Michael Scheck

Of: 	 Phyllis Shavitz’ Birthday
From:	� Joan Samet

Of: 	 A Bar-Mitzvah
From:	� Carla J. Basse-Davidoff &  

Arieh S. Davidoff

In Memory: 
Of: 	 Cheryl David, z”l 
From: 	� Eric & Scarlett Stine 

Sue & Rob Stevens 
Joan & Sigmund Gould 
Arnold and Shelley Leder 
Dana and Gray Garland 
Karen and Stuart Gansky 
Aaron Leder 
Linda Rogers 
Kathy Pearce & Paul Wetenhall 
Ari Medoff, Gena Medoff, Debi Silber 
and the Arosa Team 
Bari & Jeff Gorelick 
First Point/GMA 
Suzanne & Arthur Back 
Joan Samet 
Alec Pratto 
Melody & David Glick 
Michelle Bolick 
Carol & Josef Silverman 
Dorothy Fraifeld Jenkins 
Susan & Gary Simmons Family Fund 
Fraifeld Family: Sam, Andrea &  
Maya, Ben & Carly, Eddy & Joan, 
Dorothy 
Kenneth Keeton

 
Of: 	 Bob Skolnik, z”l 
From: 	Wendy (Gordon) & Lee Pake
 
Of: 	 Phyllis Mirchin, z”l
From: 	� Merianne Leff and  

Zarsky Rudavsky 
Patti & Ken Stiles 

Of: 	 Caren Rabinowitz, z”l
From: 	�� Rabbi Charles Rabinowitz 

Wendy Weiner and Family 
Inez Elliott

Of: 	 Terrence “Terry” Stretch, z”l
From: 	�� Terry & Nathalie Ross

The Todah Rabah section of the Shalom Greensboro Fall issue gratefully 
recognizes gifts posted between April 16 and July 15. We apologize if we 
have missed your contribution. Please contact Jewish Family Services at 
(336) 852-4829 x222, and we will be happy to include it in the next issue. 
The minimum donation for each listing is $10.

In Honor: 
Of: 	 Bob Shuman’s Birthday
From: 	�� Ellen &  Lenny Samet 

Ellen & Allan Ross 
Susan & Freddy Robinson	   

Of: 	 Aaron Strasser,  
	 In Appreciation of Jenny Kaiser
From:	� Susan & Freddy Robinson

Of: 	� Brent Simmons’ Wedding, Mark & 
Anita Hyman’s Granddaughter, David 
& Judith Altman’s Granddaughter, 
Hanna Samet’s Marriage, Medoff 
Grandson

From:	� Judy Frederick & Stephen Shavitz

In Memory: 
Of: 	 Phillip Gottlieb, z”l 
From: 	� David Siar & Sheryl Gottlieb Siar

Of: 	 Evan Bates, z”l
From: 	� Judy Frederick & Stephen Shavitz

Of: 	 Cheryl David, z”l
From: 	�� Susan & David Gutterman, Dahlia 

Gutterman, and Hal Corin

Of: 	 Terrence “Terry” Stretch, z”l
From: 	�� Susan & Gary Simmons Family Fund

COMMUNITY ENRICHMENT FUND

In Honor: 
Of: 	 Phyllis Shavitz
From: 	� Jerrie Kasik

In Memory: 
Of: 	 Cheryl David, z”l 
From: 	� Dawn Nichols 

Sandra & Kenny Greene 
James Hooper 
Stephanie Benson and Robert Savino 
Marilyn Cherry 
Sandra & Kenny Greene

Of: 	 Samuel Tuck, z”l
From: 	� Sandra & Kenny Greene

Of: 	 Caren Rabinowitz, z”l 
From: 	� Rabbi Charles Rabinowitz and  

Wendy Weiner

ANNUAL CAMPAIGN

In Honor: 
Of: 	 Jenny Kaiser
From: 	� Barry and Sharon Kaiser 

Of: 	 Aaron Strasser & Family
From: 	� Judi and David Victor 

Of: 	 Jen and Aaron Strasser’s Anniversary
From: 	� Gerbers and Malinos

Of: 	 Allyson Bell
From: 	� Bobbi Bell

Of: 	 Dr. Karen Gould
From: 	� Ms. Michele Slaine

In Memory: 
Of: 	� Charles and Pearl Lipman, z”l  

Howard Lipman, z”l 
Amanda Lipman, z”l

From: 	Murray Lipman

Of: 	 Linda Silverstein, z”l  
From: 	 Jack and Grace Hanchrow

Of: 	 Anschel Weiss, z”l  
From: 	Zarky Rudavsky and Merrianne Leff

Of: 	 Terrence “Terry” Stretch, z”l
From: 	� Jamie Schleuning 

Jennifer Sadock

GREENSBORO JEWISH FEDERATION 
GIFTS IN TRIBUTE:

JFS SENIOR SEDER

Arosa

JFS 2026 CARE FAIR

Carolina Aging Alliance 
Safe Transport LLC
Arosa
Butch Law

CHEVRA KADISHA

Crystal Coggins

JFS HOLOCAUST SURVIVOR FUND

Seed The Dream Foundation
The Sephardic Foundation on Aging

JFS VAN FUND

Arlene Gutterman &  
Kate Panzer Charitable Fund
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PREPARED AND PROTECTED: Enhancing Safety Through Training
This season of renewal is also a time to reaffirm the Federation’s 
commitment to enhancing the safety and security of the Jewish 
community. Throughout the summer, Central North Carolina 
Regional Security Advisor Bruce Gourlie led a series of Secure 
Community Network (SCN) training programs, equipping 
attendees with the knowledge and skills needed to protect 
themselves and others during an emergency.

In preparation for the High Holidays, Gourlie worked with local 
congregations to strengthen their security preparations for one 
of the busiest times of the year. Participants completed SCN’s 
three core training programs—BeAware, Countering Active 
Threat Training, and Stop the Bleed—as well as Guardian: Identify. 
Protect. Respond. Designed primarily for ushers, greeters, and 
safety teams, Guardian training focused on practical skills such 
as identifying suspicious people, vehicles, and packages. While 
intended for those serving in security-related roles, the training 
provided valuable knowledge for everyone who attended.

Earlier this summer, Gourlie also delivered Camp Safety and Security training 
designed specifically for camp leaders, staff, and counselors. Participants learned 
practical skills ranging from reacting to severe weather to applying a tourniquet.

SCN continually updates its training programs to reflect emerging threats and best 
practices, ensuring participants receive the most current and effective information. 
“Training remains important even for those who have attended these classes in 
previous years,” said Gourlie. “These sessions are never exactly the same. Each class 
includes updated information, new scenarios, and practical strategies that help keep 
our community safe.”

For security updates and resources, visit the Safety & Security section of the 
Federation website at shalomgreensboro.org.

Bruce Gourlie

The Greensboro Jewish Federation is pleased 
to announce that Allyson Bell has been named 
Magazine Editor & Marketing Manager.
A familiar and valued member of the 
Federation team, Bell previously served as 
Campaign and Events Manager, where she 
supported community engagement and 
helped advance key Federation initiatives. 
In her new role, she will guide the editorial 
direction of Shalom Greensboro while also 
supporting the organization’s broader 

marketing and communications efforts.

Bell earned a Bachelor of Science in Business Administration with a 
concentration in marketing from Meredith College and completed her 
MBA through Meredith’s accelerated program.

Beyond her work at the Federation, she is an avid traveler and a 
dedicated advocate for animals, volunteering with rescue organizations 
and opening her home to foster dogs in need.

Allyson Bell

From Campaign to Cover Stories: 
MAGAZINE WELCOMES NEW EDITORMAGAZINE WELCOMES NEW EDITOR

The Greensboro Jewish Federation’s  
Incident Reporting Form at 
shalomgreensboro.org provides a secure 
and confidential way for community 
members to report antisemitic incidents, 
suspicious activity, or safety concerns.  

By sharing information, you help us 
respond effectively, advocate for our 
community, and strengthen the safety 
and security of Jewish Greensboro.

creating
tomorrow,

creating
tomorrow,

creating tomorrow,

creating tomorrow,

creating tomorrow,

creating tomorrow,

creating tomorrow,

creating tomorrow,
creating tomorrow,

Jewish Family Services is proud to recognize Tom Cone as 
the Volunteer of the Year. As part of his ongoing commitment 
to helping others, Cone has gone above and beyond, picking 
up and delivering nearly 11,500 pounds of donated food and 
produce to the David D. Frazier Food Pantry.

Through his dedication to gemilut chasadim (acts of 
loving-kindness), Cone helps ensure nutritious food reaches 
neighbors who need it most. His reliability, generosity, and 
commitment have made a lasting impact, and JFS is grateful 
for all he continues to do for the community.

TOM CONE Named Volunteer of the YearNamed Volunteer of the Year

JFS Volunteer and 
Program Manager 
Jamie Schleuning 

with Tom Cone
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Memory is delicate. It exists in 
people and families and can 
disappear with time. Meaning, 
however, takes shape when 

those memories are preserved, carefully heard, and 
connected across generations.

That belief is at the heart of Greensboro Jewish 
Memories: An Archive and Oral History Project, a 
collaborative work between UNCG’s Department of 
History, University Libraries, the Jewish Studies Program, 
and organizations across the Greensboro Jewish 
community. Together, these partners are gathering, 
preserving, and publishing historical materials that 
document Jewish communal life in Greensboro and make 
them publicly accessible through DigitalGreensboro.
org. The project has been guided by a dedicated core 
team consisting of Dr. Anne Parsons, Stacey Krim, David 
Gwynn, and Marilyn Forman Chandler, whose years 
of leadership, research, and collaboration have been 
instrumental in building and sustaining the archive.

Through photographs, correspondence, organizational 
records, newsletters, and oral histories, the project 
creates a lasting record of the people and institutions 
that have helped shape the Greensboro community. 

Since 2019, the Archive and Oral History Project has 
worked to digitize and preserve collections that might 
otherwise be lost to time. The archive includes records 
from Temple Emanuel, the National Council of Jewish 
Women, the Greensboro Jewish Federation, and other 
community organizations, as well as personal stories 
shared through oral history interviews.

The project recognizes that history is more than a 
collection of dates and events. Personal memories offer 
insight into how people built their lives, responded to 
challenges, and strengthened the Jewish community in 
Greensboro. Together, these stories help paint a fuller 
picture of the people whose commitments and sacrifices 
helped shape the generations that followed.

In preserving these voices and experiences, the archive 
does more than document history. It helps ensure that 
the stories of Greensboro’s Jewish community remain 
part of the conversation for generations to come.

All digitized materials from the project are available 
through go.uncg.edu/jewish, where the public is 
encouraged to explore and engage with the collection.

FROM MEMORY TO MEANING:  
Greensboro’s Jewish StoriesGreensboro’s Jewish Stories

COMMUNITY

For more than 16 consecutive 
years, Chabad of Greensboro has 
invested in one of the community’s 
most enduring forms of renewal: 
Jewish learning. Through the 

Jewish Learning Institute (JLI), the community has 
offered three in-depth courses every year without 
interruption, creating one of the longest-running adult 
Jewish education programs in the region. 

Over the years, hundreds of students have participated 
in courses spanning Jewish history, ethics, philosophy, 
relationships, spirituality, and contemporary issues 
through a Jewish lens. The classes attract participants 
from across the Jewish spectrum, many returning year 
after year to continue their journey of learning and 
growth. 

Alongside the JLI curriculum, Chabad offers specialty 
classes designed to foster discussion and connection in a 
more intimate setting. Among them is the popular Yiddish 
class, which meets every three weeks and explores Jewish 
ideas relevant to everyday life and personal identity. 

The impact of these lessons extends well beyond the 
classroom. New friendships have formed, bridges have 
been built across generations and backgrounds, and 
participants have found a sense of belonging within the 
community. 

One such friendship emerged between community 
member Sue Stevens and longtime Greensboro resident 
Mankie Fedler, who met 
through one of the classes. 
Their shared learning soon 
developed into a cherished 
tradition. 

“After every class, we go 
out for tea and catch up 
on life. What started as a 
class became a friendship,” 
Stevens said.

At Chabad of Greensboro, Jewish learning is more 
than an educational experience. It is an opportunity 
for personal renewal, meaningful connection, and 
the strengthening of community ties. Through study, 
conversation, and shared experiences, learning 
continues to enrich lives and help shape a vibrant Jewish 
future for Greensboro.

Lifelong Learning and  Lifelong Learning and  
Lasting Friendships at Lasting Friendships at CHABAD

Stacey Krim,  
David Gwynn,  

Dr. Anne Parsons, 
and Marilyn 

Forman Chandler
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For Ethan Gers, the moment came in 
a supermarket. During International 
Kallah, BBYO’s three-week Jewish 
learning summer program, Gers walked 
into a kosher grocery store for the 
first time. Growing up in Greensboro’s 
small Jewish community, he had never 
seen anything like it. Walking through 

the aisles, he felt something unexpected: a sense of 
inclusion in society, simply for being Jewish.

Each summer, Kallah hosts around 200 teens from 
more than 40 countries at B’nai B’rith Perlman Camp 
in Pennsylvania. In the mornings, teens participate in 
Limmud, structured classes led by visiting rabbis and 
educators, where topics ranged from Israeli politics and 
Jewish law, to cooking and diaspora traditions. Rather 
than being told what to believe, Kallah encourages 
campers to study, debate, and decide for themselves 
what Judaism means to them.

For teens from smaller communities, experiences like 
Kallah can make Jewish life feel more connected and 
accessible. It did for Gers, now in his third term on BBYO’s 
Eastern Region Board, where his counterparts span four 
states and represent more than 600 teens. He returned to 
Greensboro with a sharper sense of what Jewish learning 
could offer his community, and with more confidence to 
step into leadership beyond his own chapter.

“Kallah showed me that being Jewish can look 
different depending on where you come from, but we 
are still one community brought together by shared 
values. It can make a small community feel connected 
to something much bigger,” Gers said.

For Gers, renewal came through conversation as much 
as study. Three weeks of learning alongside teens from 
around the world showed him that questioning tradition 
and embracing different perspectives could strengthen 
his connection to Jewish life.

As Greensboro’s Jewish community looks to deepen 
engagement among its youngest members, BBYO offers 
teens a place to build lifelong friendships, strengthen 
their Jewish identity, and become part of something 
bigger. Learn more about getting involved at bbyo.org 
or contact Zack Tabachnikoff at eastern@bbyo.org.

BBYO: BBYO: Where Jewish Learning 
Builds Lasting Roots 

Law Offices of Cheryl David can help your family with 
Trusts, Wills, Probate, Trust Administration, Protection 
from Nursing Home Expenses and Wealth Preservation.

PROTECTING FAMILIES

As a friend of Shalom Greensboro, contact us for a 
FREE CONSULTATION at CherylDavid.com or (336)547-9999.

www.CherylDavid.com
(336) 547-9999
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On July 1, Beth David Synagogue 
gathered for a siyyum (celebration 
of completing Jewish study) 
marking the shloshim (30-day 
mourning period) of Anschel Weiss, 
z”l. The preparation extended 
far beyond the synagogue walls. 
Learners at Beth David, members 
of Weiss’ family, and friends around 
the world pledged chapters of 
Mishnah (early compilation of 
Jewish law) so the community could 
complete Seder Moed (a section of 
the Mishnah) together, one learner 
and one portion at a time. In that 
way, the learning itself became the 

gathering. The shared assignment list became an act of 
remembrance, as each chapter was chosen, studied, and 
brought back to the Beth David community.

At Beth David, Weiss was a Torah teacher, b’nai 
mitzvah tutor (Jewish coming-of-age teacher), regular 
Torah reader, Yom Kippur davener (prayer leader), reader 
of the Megillah (Scroll of Esther), and guide for adults 
learning to read Torah and lead services. In her eulogy, 
Rabbi Grace Gleason said Weiss “was never one to just 
do something himself more efficiently if there was an 
opportunity to include someone else and to teach.” His 
students are now taking up that practice in his memory.

The shloshim learning project gave that practice 
a concrete form. Seder Moed was studied across the 
community, the work was shared, and the completion 
belonged to all who learned from near and far. Some 
participants were seasoned learners. Others entered the 
text in Weiss’ memory, carrying a chapter, a question, or 
a page toward the shared siyyum. 

Beth David’s adult learning continues in that same 
generous spirit of shared, patient Torah study. As regular 
learning resumes this fall, plans point toward a rotation 
of teachers drawn from Weiss’ students, each bringing 
a distinct perspective, voice, and teaching style. As 
students become teachers, Jewish learning renews the 
Beth David community, and Weiss’ legacy continues to 
shape the congregation’s approach to learning.

COMMUNITY

Learning Together, Honoring a Learning Together, Honoring a 
Teacher atTeacher at  BETH DAVID SYNAGOGUE

As the pages of the calendar turn toward 
a new year, Jewish communities naturally 
begin asking important questions. How 
have they grown? Where have they 
found meaning? How can they become 
the people and congregation they hope 

to be in the year ahead? 
Temple Emanuel answers these questions through 

opportunities for learning and community-building 
in 5787. Through classes, spiritually relevant worship, 
social programming, and creative youth and family 
opportunities, Temple Emanuel continues to provide 
joyful, deeply connected Jewish life in Greensboro. 

“Every time we gather around a table to study Torah, 
discuss a Jewish value, share a story, pray, or learn a new 
skill together, we participate in a tradition that stretches 
back thousands of years,” said Temple Emanuel Rabbi 
Educator Amy Hertz. 

This is especially true during the High Holy Days. Jewish 
communities return to familiar texts and traditions year 
after year, discovering new meaning because the learners 
themselves have changed. The High Holy Days remind the 
community that renewal is possible, not because people 
become entirely different, but because they continue to 
cultivate the best within themselves. 

“Jewish growth requires care and attention. Learning 
is one of Judaism’s most powerful tools for this growth,” 
Rabbi Hertz said. “The rhythms of Jewish life at Temple 
Emanuel are built around the idea that meaningful 
Jewish engagement is a lifelong practice of remaining 
open to new ideas, new relationships, and new ways 
of understanding ourselves and our tradition. We are 
renewed through every interaction and connection.”

This was especially true 
at a recent Sisterhood event 
and annual meeting, Brunch 
& Bouquets. Women of all 
ages came together to learn 
the history of Sisterhood, 
build relationships, elect 
new leaders, and create 
beautiful bouquets for 

Shabbat. Participants left energized and excited 
about what lies ahead for Sisterhood and for their own 
learning and growth at Temple Emanuel.

As Temple Emanuel turns the page on a new year, 
opportunities for connection and learning continue 
throughout the congregation. From Torah study and 
classes to family programs, holiday gatherings, and 
meaningful conversations, every moment of participation 
adds a new page to its 120-year story in Greensboro. 

To learn more about Temple Emanuel’s programs and 
events, visit tegreensboro.org. 

 

 

TURNING THE PAGE:    
Jewish Living Renews CommunityJewish Living Renews Community

Anschel Weiss, z”l
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Jewish learning extends beyond the 
classroom, encouraging students to apply 
what they learn to make a meaningful 
difference in the world around them. At its 
heart, Jewish learning is meant to be lived.

During the school year, Bnai’s Upper School students 
put that idea into practice through a service-learning 
partnership with the City of Greensboro Office of 
Sustainability and Resilience. Meeting weekly, students 
explored environmental justice and sustainability while 
connecting Jewish values to real-world experiences.

Their classroom discussions came 
to life through hands-on learning 
across the community. Students 
toured the White Street Landfill and 
Transfer Station to better understand 
what happened to the waste their 
community generated each day. At 
the community gardens at Keeley 
Park, they learned about composting 
and the small steps that could make a 
meaningful difference in caring for the environment. A hike 
at the Kathleen Clay Edwards Family Branch Library gave 
students the opportunity to consider the importance of 
preserving natural spaces for future generations.

Along the way, students wrestled with important 
questions: How do daily choices affect the environment? 
Why are some communities impacted by environmental 

challenges more than others? 
What responsibility do people 
have to care for the world 
around them? 

Jewish tradition offers 
guidance. In Genesis, humanity 
is placed in the Garden of 
Eden “to work it and to guard 
it.” Jewish sages teach that 
the world is not ours to use, 
but ours to protect. Through 
their experiences during the 
school year, students saw 
that these ancient teachings 
remain deeply relevant.

“Students learned that sustainability is about building 
healthier, stronger communities. It means paying attention, 
asking questions, and taking responsibility. I am so proud 
of our students’ engagement, and I know we will continue 
to see the positive impact of this learning in the years to 
come,” said Eva Turner, B’nai Shalom’s Head of School.

By the end of the school year, students gained more than 
knowledge about environmental issues. They developed a 
deeper understanding of how individual actions connect to 
community well-being. In caring for their community, they 
discovered one of Judaism’s enduring lessons: “It is not 
your duty to finish the work, but neither are you at liberty 
to neglect it.”

As our community reflected on 
the values of justice, equality, 
and collective responsibility on 
Juneteenth, the Greensboro 

Jewish Federation was proud to 
partner with the UNC Greensboro Jewish 
Studies Program and the Weatherspoon Art 
Museum to present a screening of Ain’t No 
Back to a Merry-Go-Round on June 25.

This powerful documentary shared the 
remarkable and often overlooked story of 
an interracial coalition that emerged during 
the civil rights movement.

In the summer of 1960, five Howard 
University students sat on a segregated 
Maryland carousel; the arrests made 
headlines. When the largely Jewish 
community near Glen Echo Amusement 
Park joined the Black students in picketing, 
the first organized interracial civil rights 
protest in US history was born. The 
unprecedented alliance helped shape the 

broader movement for social change.
Through never-before-seen footage and 

compelling firsthand accounts, filmmaker 
Ilana Trachtman brought this story to life, 
highlighting the relationships, risks, and 
determination that fueled meaningful 
action. The film offered a timely reminder 
of the power of community solidarity and 
the impact individuals can have when they 
stand together in pursuit of justice.

Following the screening, attendees 
participated in reflection and facilitated 
conversation, exploring the film’s themes 
and their continued relevance today. The 
discussion created an opportunity for 
meaningful dialogue about shared history, 
civic engagement, and the ongoing work of 
building stronger communities.

The evening reinforced the importance 
of building bridges across communities and 
demonstrated how shared action can help 
advance justice and understanding.

Caring Through Jewish Learning at B’NAI SHALOM DAY SCHOOL

MOVIE NIGHT Inspires Justice and Understanding

“At its 
heart, Jewish 

learning is 
meant to be 

lived.”  
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HIGH HOLIDAY SCHEDULE 
2027•5787

Erev Rosh Hashanah Service 	 6:30 p.m.

�First Day Rosh Hashanah Service	 9 a.m. 
Young Adults Blessing (During  Torah Service)
Jr. Congregation (Grades 2 - 7) 
Open to All	 10 a.m.  
B’Yachad/Together (Parents & Children  
under 8) Open to All	 11 a.m.

Second Day Rosh Hashanah Service	 9 a.m. 
Baby Blessing (During Torah Service)
Jr. Congregation (Grades 2 - 7) 
Open to All	 10 a.m.
Tashlich	 4:30 p.m.
 

Community Memorial Service at the  
High Point Hebrew Cemetery	 11 a.m.
Community Memorial Service at the  
Greensboro Hebrew Cemetery	 1 p.m.

Shabbat Shuvah Service	 10 a.m.

*Erev Rosh Hashanah Service 	 6 p.m.
**Babysitting (PreK - 3rd Grade) 	 6 p.m.

Family Service	 9 a.m.
*Rosh Hashanah Morning Service	 10 a.m.
**Educational Program (Grades K-3rd)	 10 a.m.
**Babysitting (ages 1-5)	 10 a.m.

Community Memorial Service at the  
Greensboro Hebrew Cemetery	 1 p.m.

Tashlich at the Creek	 10:30 a.m.

*Shabbat Shuvah Service	 6:30 p.m.

Selichot Program & Service	 8 p.m.

Erev Rosh Hashanah Service 	 7 p.m.
A Festive Oneg will Follow Service

Rosh Hashanah Morning Service	 9 a.m. 
Rosh Hashanah Evening Service  	 7 p.m.

Erev Yom Kippur/Kol Nidre	 7 p.m.

Yom Kippur Service	 9 a.m. 
Yizkor (After Torah Service)
Jr. Congregation (Grades 2 - 7)  
Open to All	 10 a.m.  
B’Yachad/Together (Parents & Children  
under 8) Open to All	 11 a.m. 
Afternoon Teachings/Meditation	 2:30 p.m.
Mincha, Neilah, Ma’ariv	 5 p.m.
Havdalah	 7:56 p.m.

*Kol Nidre Service	 8 p.m.
**Babysitting (PreK - 3rd Grade) 	 8 p.m. 

*Yom Kippur Morning Service	 10 a.m.
**Educational Program (K-3rd Grade) 	 10 a.m. 
**Babysitting (Ages 1 - 5) 	 10 a.m.
Congregants’ Hour	 1 p.m.
Learning Sessions	 2 p.m.
Family Service/Healing Service	 3 p.m.
*Yom Kippur Afternoon Service	 4:15 p.m.
*Yom Kippur Yizkor Service	 5:15 p.m.
*Neilah Service	 6:15 p.m.
**Break the Fast	 7:15 p.m.

Erev Yom Kippur/Kol Nidre	 7 p.m.

Community Memorial Service at the  
High Point Hebrew Cemetery  	 11 a.m.

Yom Kippur Morning Service	 9 a.m. 
Concluding Service	 5 p.m.

Break the Fast will Follow Service

Sukkot Service	 9:45 a.m.

Erev Sukkot/Kabbalat Shabbat  
& Congregational Dinner	 5:45 p.m.

Sukkot Service	 9:45 a.m.

Sukkot Around the Neighborhood	 6 p.m.

Sushi in the Sukkah	 5 p.m.

Hoshanah Rabbah	 9:45 a.m.
Erev Shemini Atzeret	 5:45 p.m.

Shemini Atzeret Service	 9:45 a.m.
Erev Simchat Torah	 7 p.m.

*Sukkot Yizkor Service at Greene St.	 5:45 p.m.

Simchat Torah Service & Consecration	10:30 a.m.

Selichot 	 Midnight

Kol Nidre Service	 6:45 p.m.

Yom Kippur Morning Service 	 10 a.m.
Interactive Children’s program  

begins at 10:30 a.m.
Mincha  	 6 p.m.
Break the Fast	 7:56 p.m.

Sukkot Service	 10 a.m. 

Sukkot Service	 10 a.m.
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B’nai Israel  
Synagogue

bethdavidsynagogue.org chabadgreensboro.com TEgreensboro.org bnaiisraelhp@gmail.com

Please note that the High Holiday Schedule is subject to change. For up-to-date information, contact the organizer of 
the specific event, or refer to the Community Calendar section of shalomgreensboro.org.

All adults must have a ticket to enter 
Beth David for Rosh Hashanah and Yom 

Kippur. Members needing additional 
tickets should call the office at (336) 

294-0007 in advance for pickup.

Story Slam & Pizza in the Hut	 6 p.m. Young Professionals Sukkah Social	 6:30 p.m.

Simchat Torah Service	 9 a.m.

SEPTEMBER
FRIDAY25: Sukkot Dinner under the Stars	 6:30 p.m.

RSVP required. Call (336) 617-8120  
or visit ChabadGreensboro.com

*Erev Sukkot Shabbat Service	 6:30 p.m.

B’nai Israel Congregation, the Triad’s 
Oldest Jewish Community, Welcomes 
Everyone to High Holy Day Services! 
1207 Kensington Drive, High Point.  

(336) 884-5522  
bnaiisraelhp@gmail.com

No Tickets and No payments Required.

Erev Rosh Hashanah Service	 6:45 p.m.
Rosh Hashanah Dinner 	 7:15 p.m.

Rosh Hashanah Day 1 	 9:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m. 
Interactive Children’s program begins at  
10 a.m. Morning services will be followed 

by a Rosh Hashanah lunch. All are welcome. 
Membership and tickets not required.

Rosh Hashanah Day 2 	 9:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m. 
Interactive Children’s program begins at  
10 a.m. Morning services will be followed 

by a Rosh Hashanah lunch. All are welcome. 
Membership and tickets not required.

Erev Shemini Atzeret 	 6:45 p.m.

Shemini Atzeret Service	 10 a.m. 
Hakafot Dancing	 7:30 p.m.

Simchat Torah Service	 10 a.m. 

All are welcome at Temple Emanuel. 
Tickets are required for safety and 

security. For tickets, contact Temple 
Emanuel at (336) 292-7899 or 

 info@tegreensboro.org. 
* Services will also be Livestreamed on 

Facebook and YouTube.
** Prior registration is required.



QW HAPPENINGS & NEWS
• O.Henry LIVE JAZZ is Back! Every Thursday from 6-9 PM in the Social Lobby. See the guest artist schedule at ohenryhotel.com.
• Retreats for Romantics Book the prepackaged or custom-designed romantic getaway offerings at ohenryhotel.com or proximityhotel.com.
• LIVE MUSIC Wednesdays is Back! AM rOdeO (Jessica Mashburn & Evan Olson) 7 PM. printworksbistro.com.
• Great News! GVG & PWB Rated Top100 in USA for Date Nights!

EMPLOYEE OWNED

As part of our commitment to be more sustainable 

and fiscally responsible, we’ve updated how Shalom 

Greensboro is shared.

Printed copies are now sent as a special thank-you to 

members of the Greensboro Jewish Federation.

If you contribute to our Annual Campaign, you’re a 

member, and this gift is for you! Want to make sure 

you’re on the list? We’re happy to help! Just contact us 

at info@shalomgreensboro.org or (336) 852-5433.

And remember, everyone is welcome to enjoy the 

digital editions of the magazine, which can be found 

online at shalomgreensboro.org.  

THIS MAY BE YOUR 
LAST ISSUE OF 

SHALOM GREENSBORO
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creating tomorrow,
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creating tomorrow,
creating tomorrow,
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Convenient. 
Efficient. 
Loyal.
Source 4 Greensboro 
delivers highly creative 
and cost effective 
printing solutions under 
one “roof”. 

Staffed by experienced 
professionals, Source 4 
can ensure your success 
through measurable 
results.

Get in touch today at 
source4greensboro.com

Source 4
6903 International Dr. 
Greensboro, NC
Phone: 336.855.2622

FREE Estimates: source4greensboro.com
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GREENSBORO JEWISH FEDERATION
5509-C West Friendly Avenue - Guilford Corporate Park
Greensboro, NC 27410-4211
(336) 852-5433  fax (336) 852-4346

ARE YOU ENJOYING ARE YOU ENJOYING SHALOM GREENSBOROSHALOM GREENSBORO  MAGAZINE?  MAGAZINE? 
If you would like to receive Shalom 
Greensboro magazine at home, please 
donate now by scanning the code or visit 
shalomgreensboro.org to become a member.

For more information, contact Abby Kleber at (336) 604-0332/akleber@jewishfoundationnc.orgFor more information, contact Abby Kleber at (336) 604-0332/akleber@jewishfoundationnc.org

Thank you to the Event Committee: David Delman, Marissa Lanier, Cathy Levinson,  
Ron Milstein, Sarah Schiavone, Joyce Shuman, Gary Simmons, and Frandee Woolf

For 30 years, the Jewish Jewish 
Foundation of GreensboroFoundation of Greensboro has 
transformed generosity into 
lasting impact, strengthening 
our community today and for 
generations to come.

Please join us as we celebrate Please join us as we celebrate 
this milestone anniversary, this milestone anniversary, 
honoring Tom Sloan and honoring Tom Sloan and 
his leadership as Investment his leadership as Investment 
Chair Extraordinaire. Chair Extraordinaire. Enjoy 
an evening of gourmet cuisine, 
live music, and a look back 
at the moments, people, and 
partnerships that have shaped 
our journey.


