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IB” MawOatov -

Ano\vtikiov Avaortaoypov

EdvppawvécBo téd ovpavia, dyoldodo ta Emiyela, ot
émoinoe kparog &v Ppayiovt avtod, 6 Kdplog éndtnoe
@ Bovato TOV Bhvatov: TP®TOTOKOG TAV VEKPDY
&yéveto® €k kodog ddov Eppvcarto MUAC, Kol TopECYE

T® KOGU® 1O Uéyo Eleoc.

Ano\vukwov ¢ Eopuig

‘Ev tij T'evvnost, v mopbeviav épdiatac. Ev i
Kownoel, tOv koolov o0 kotémeg Oegotoke.
Mertéotng npog v (ofqv, Mimp drapyovca Tic
{ofg, xai taic Tpeofeiong Tolg ool ATPOLUEVT, €K
BovaTov Tag Yuydg NUGOV.

Koviuakwoyv

TAv év mpecPeiog daxoigntov OgotoKov, Kol
TpooTaoiong Gpletddetov EATidn, TAPOG Kol VEKPOGIG
ovK €kpatnoey: ag yap {ofig Mntépa, mpog v {onv

Hetéomoev, O INTpav olknoas demdpOevoy.

12th Sundav of Matthew

Resurrectional Apolytikion

Let the heavens be glad. Let the earth rejoice
exceedingly. For the Lord has shown strength with
his arm. He trampled death by death. He became the
first-born of the dead. Out of the belly of Hades, He
has rescued us, and to the world He has granted the
great mercy.

Apolytikion of the Feast

You gave birth yel preserved your virginity. You
fell asleep in death yet did not desert the world,
O Theotokos. You were transported to life, as
you are Mother of Life and, by virtue of your

intercessions, deliver our souls from death.
Kontakion

The Theotokos is undying in intercession. Immovable
is our hope in her for protection. Neither death nor
burial prevailed over her: As she is Mother of Life, she
was removed o life by Ilim, the Lord who lived in her

ever-virgin womb.
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AHOYXTOAIKO ANAI'NQYXMA (A" Kop. 15:1 — 11)

Adehgot, yvopilo DIV 1O edoyyéhov O ednyyeMobpuny VUiV, O kai mapeldfete, &v @ Kol
gomikate, S ob kai o®leche, Tivi Adym ednyyehModuny DIV el katéyete, 8ktoc &l N &ikd
gmotedoote. mapednKa Yop DUV é&v Tpmtolg O kol mapéiafov, 6t1 Xpiotog anébavey dmeEp TV
GHopTIOV MUY KOTA TAG Ypapds, Kol 6Tt £Taen, kol 6Tl Eyfyepton Tf Tpitn MUEPY KATA TOGC
Ypopag, kol 81t dedn Knod, eito toic dmdeka: Emerta deOn émdvo meviokosiolg ddehpoig
gpamal, ¢€ v ol mieiovg Pévovoty Eog EpTt, Tveg 08 kol ékolpndncoy: Emeita deon TokdPo,
glto Tolg AmooTOLOIG ThGY” EoY0TOV 8¢ MAVIMV MoTEPEl T EKTpOHATL BGEON KAapol. yd Yap
gipt 6 éLayotog T®V ATOoTOA®V, OC 0VK gilll 1kovog KaheloOal dandotolog, d10TL €dimEa TV
gxkAnociov 10D Geod: yaprtt 6& Oeod it O iplt kol 1 ¥éplg avTod 1 €ig EUE oV Kevr| €yevnom,
GAAL TTEPIOCOTEPOV ODTAOV TAVIOV EKOTiOGH, 00K YD OE, AL’ 1 yapig ToD Ogod 1) ovv Elot.

gite oLV €y® it éxeivor, 0UTO KNPHGGOHEY Kol 0BTOG EMGTEVGUTE.

EPISTLE READING (1 Cor. 15:1 — 11)

Brethren, I would remind you in what terms | preached to you the gospel, which you
received, in which you stand, by which you are saved, if you hold it fast — unless you
believed in vain. For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that
Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, that he was buried, that he was
raised on the third day in accordance with the scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas,
then to the twelve. Then he appeared to more than five hundred brethren at one time,
mostl of whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. Then he appeared to James,
then to all the apostles. Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. For 1
am the least of the apostles, unfit to be called an apostle, because | persecuted the church
of God. But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me was not in vain.
On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them, though it was not I, but the grace of

God which is with me. Whether then it was | or they, so we preach and so you believed.




EYAITEAIKO ANAI'NQYXMA (MAT®. 19:16 — 26)

T® xopd €xeive, veaviokog Tig mpooiiAbe 1@ Tnood yovumet®dv avT® Kol Aéywv: Addokare dyode,
i dya0ov momom tva Exo (ony aidviov; 6 8¢ sinev odtd" Ti He Aéyelg yadov; oddeic dyadog el P &g 6
Oeoq. €1 8¢ 0éheig eloeldely gig v Lwnv, THPNGOV TAG EVTOAdG. Aéyel avtd: moiac; 6 82 Incoldc eine’ 1O
00 (POVEVOELS, 0V HOXEVGELS, 00 KAEWELS, 00 WYEVOOUAPTLPNGELS, TIHO TOV TATEP KOl TNV HUNTEPQ, Kol
AYOTTNGELS TOV TTANGIOV GOV MG GEAVTOV. AEYEL AVTH O VEAVIOKOG TAVTO TADTA EPLANEAUNY €K vEOTNTAC
Hov' Ti &1t Votepd; Een adTd 6 Incodc el Béleic Télelog eivar, Dmoye TOAGOV Gov Té VIAPYOVTO Kai
800G mrayoic, kol &Eglg Oncavpov &v ovpavd, kol dedpo dkoAovBeL Hot. dkovoag 08 6 veaviokog TOV
Aoyov amijAde Avmodpevog NV Yap Exov ktipata moAld. ‘O 8& Incodg eine Toic Hadntaig avtod: Gy
Aéy® DUV 6TL duoKOAmG TAOVGo10¢ gicelevoeTon €ig TV Paciieiov TOV ovpavdY. TIAY 8¢ Aéym VULV,
EUKOTMTEPOV €0TL KAUNAOV d1d Tpumnotog paeidog o1eAbelv 1§ mhovolov gig v Paciieiov tod Ocod
gloelBelv. dkovoovteg 6¢ ol Hodntal avtod €Eeminocovio opodpa Aéyoviec: Tig dpa dvvotor cwbijvar;
EUPLEyag 8¢ 6 Tnoodg elnev avtoic mapd dvdpdmolg TodTo advuvatoév dott, Tapd 8¢ Oed mhvta Suvatd

£0TL.

GOSPEL READING (MT.19:16 — 26)

At that time, a young man came up to Jesus, kneeling and saying, “Good Teacher, what good

deed must 1 do, to have eternal life?” And he said to him, “Why do you call me good? One there is
who is good. If you would enter life, keep the commandments.” He said to him, “Which?” And Jesus
said, “You shall not kill, You shall not commit adultery, You shall not steal, You shall not bear false
witness, Honor your father and mother, and You shall love your neighbor as yoursell” The young
man said to him, “All these I have observed from my youth; what do I still lack?” Jesus said to him,
“If you would be perfect, go, sell what you possess and give to the poor, and you will have treasure
in heaven; and come, follow me.” When the young man heard this he went away sorrowful; for he
had great possessions. And Jesus said to his disciples, “Truly, I say to you, it will be hard for a rich
man to enter the kingdom of heaven. Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye
of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.” When the disciples heard this they
were greatly astonished, saying, “Who then can be saved?” But Jesus looked at them and said to

them, “With men this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.”




FEORTOLOGION

August 2026
Paraklesis services during the weekdays begin at 7p.m.  Aug 17 10th Sunday of Matthew
There is no Paraklesis on Saturdays. Sunday SUN 10n Kvoiakr] tov MattOéov
Paraklesis services begin at 5 p.m. 8:00 a.m. Orthros / 9:00 Liturgy
O1 mapakAijoeig otny didpkera tng efdouddag
apxiCovv otig 7 p.p. Aug 22 Vespers of Panagia Prousiotissa
To Lafifato dev teleite 1) mapdxAior. SAT Eomegvog Iavayiag Ilgovowwrtioong
H napaxAnon tic Kvpraxég apxiCer otic 5 p.p. 7:00 p.m
Aug1 Procession of the Holy Cross Aug 23 Apodosis of the Dormition
SAT ITeo6odog tov Tipov Etavgov SAT An6doatic e Koipmone
8:00 Orthros / 9:00 Liturgy 8:00 a.m. Orthros / 9:00 Liturgy
Aug2 9th Sunday /Of Matthew , Aug 24 St. Kosmas the Aitolian
SUN 8n Kvglaxr) tov MattOéov SUN Ay. Koopd tov ArtoAov

7:30 a.m. Orthros/ 8:45 Liturgy 7:30 Orthros / 8:45 Liturgy

Aug6 Feast of the Holy Transfiguration Aug 27

THU Eogtr ™ Metapogdwoews WED
8:00 Orthros / 9:00 Liturgy

St. Phanourios the Martyr
Ay. ®avovgiov
8:00 a.m. Orthros / 9:00 Liturgy

Aug 9 10th Sunday ,Of Matthew , Aug 29 Beheading of St. John the Baptist
SUN 10n Kvgiaker) tov Marr.esov SAT Amotoun kedpaArg tov Igodgouov
7:30 a.m. Orthros/ 8:45 Liturgy 8:00 a.m. Orthros / 9:00 Liturgy
Aug 14 Great Vespers of the Dormition Great Vespers SS. of Evrytania
FRI M. Eomeguvog g Koipnong M. Eonegivdg Ay. Evgutaviag
7:00 p.m. 7:00 p.m.
Aug 15 Falling Asleep of the Theotokos Aug 30 12th Sunday of Matthew
SAT Koipnong e Gzotéxov SUN 12n Kvgtakn tov MattOaiov
6:30 a.m Liturgy (Chapel)

7:30 Orthros / 8:45 Liturgy
Orthros 8:00 a.m.

2nd Liturgy 9:15 a.m.
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KIDS BULLETIN PAGE

The Rich Young Man & The Kingdom of Heaven
Today's Gospel Reading: Matthew 19:16-26

Use the words in the Word Bank to complete the sentences from today's story.

CAMEL ¢ POOR ® HEAVEN ¢ POSSIBLE ¢ COMMANDMENTS

1. Jesus told the young man that to have eternal life, he must keep the

2. Jesus asked the man to sell his things and give to the

3. If the man did this, Jesus promised he would have treasure in

4. Jesus said it is easier for a to go through the eye of a needle than for a

rich person to enter the Kingdom of God.

5. Jesus reminded us that with God, all things are

Orthodox Connection - Almsgiving

In the Orthodox Church, we practice Almsgiving. This is exactly what Jesus asked the young man
to do! Almsgiving means sharing what we have (like money, food, clothes, or even our time) with
people who need help.

Think about it: What is one thing you can share with someone else this week?

My Answer:

Memory Verse of the Week

"But Jesus looked at them and said to them, 'With men this is impossible, but with God all things
are possible." (Matthew 19:26)




Sunday, August 23, 2026 | The Twelfth Sunday of Matthew

DIA

ONIA

A National Ministry of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America

REFLECTIONS FROM TODAY'S READING I I Corinthians 15:1-11

“According to the Scriptures...”

St. Paul’s letters were not written to us: when we
read them, we are reading someone else’s mail.

But these letters sit at the heart of sacred Scripture,
because St. Paul never gave his readers a simple
solution to solve a single problem. Rather, he used
each individual problem as an example of how to solve
every problem. To paraphrase a common expression,
he didn’t feed his readers for a single day by simply
giving them a fish. He fed them for the rest of their
lives by teaching them how to fish. Consequently, he
has taught us how to fish as well. In today’s epistle
reading, we see St. Paul laying the groundwork to
correct errors about the Resurrection that had crept
into the Corinthian Church. He addressed this issue
in the rest of chapter 15. It is not entirely clear what
the Corinthians thought about the Resurrection, but
whatever they thought was wrong. In response to

their error, St. Paul shows us how to resolve not only
this problem, but every problem that Christians might
face. First, he grounds his teaching in the tradition
of the Church when he says, “I delivered to you what
I also received.” Paul did not invent the Gospel, and
he is not changing the Gospel. He received the Gospel
from those who were before him—and indeed, from
Christ Himself (Gal. 1:11-12)—and he passes it on
without alteration. Second, he grounded his teaching
about the Resurrection in the Bible, saying that Jesus
died and rose “according to the Scriptures.” The
teaching of the Church is grounded in Scripture and
Tradition. Following the example of the great Apostle
Paul, in responding to question we encounter—from
something mundane or murky that puzzles us, to an
elaborate heresy that menaces us—we must ground
our theological work in Scripture and Tradition.

Fr. George Parsenios is Professor of New Testament at Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology. www.hchc.edu

Diakonia is made possible by a

700

generous grant from Leadership 100

Scan for today’s service text

bit.ly/parishtexts

Fr. George Parsenios (HCHC '96)




DIAKONIA

FROM THE ORIGINAL GREEK: nedkoros (vewkopog)

What does “sacristan” mean?

Fr. George Parsenios (HCHC '96)

The person who cares for temple, and his job was to keep the sanctuary clean
and cleans a Greek Orthodox and supplied with its necessary vessels. In some times
Church is traditionally referred and places, other duties fell to the nedkoros as well.

[} W] to as the vewkdpog/nedkoros. Interestingly, the term nedkoros would come to designate
The title is usually translated = not only people who were custodians of a temple, but
. into English as “sacristan,” entire cities who were the caretakers of major religious
but the word vewkdpog/ centers. In the Acts of the Apostles 19:35, an official
nedkoros is not original to Christianity. The  from the city of Ephesus proudly says that the city of
term was a title for a temple attendant in Ephesus is known throughout the world as the nedkoros
ancient Greek religion. It comes from the Greek word of the temple of Artemis. Roman emperors would give
vewg (an older variant of vadg/naos), which means the title nedkoros to cities which had built temples in
“temple,” and from the verb kopéw/kored, which means honor of the emperor himself, sometimes more than
“to sweep” or “ to clean.” As the name implies, the once to compound the honor.

nedkoros was among the priestly crew assigned to a

THIS WEEK'S LOOK AT CHURCH HISTORY

A Season of Creation

The Orthodox liturgical year begins on September 1%. In the past,
this date coincided with the beginning of the Byzantine civil

year, known as the Indiction. Recent decades, however, have

seen September 1t acquire a fresh, though no less authentically
Orthodox significance. Since 1989, the Ecumenical Patriarchate
has recognized September 1t as a Day of Prayer for Creation—
acknowledging the full gravity of the present ecological crisis but
calling for repentance rather than retribution, and counseling hope
rather than fear.

St. Catherine’s Monastery, M. Sinai (1898). Apart from issuing an annual Indiction encyclical addressing

Library of Congress themes relevant to creation care, Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew commissioned the foremost hymnographer of
Mt. Athos, Gerasimos Mikrayiannanites (who has since been
canonized), to specially compose an Office of Vespers for the
Preservation of Creation. By 1992, the Day of Prayer for Creation
was officially a Pan-Orthodox phenomenon. Soon, the World
Council of Churches (2008) and the Roman Catholic Church (2015)
followed the Orthodox Church’s lead, establishing a “Season of
Creation” stretching from September 1% to October 4™, concluding
on the feast of St. Francis of Assisi.

Diakonia is made possible by a generous grant from Leadership 100 | L100.org
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Photographer: Brittainy Newman

Fr. Charles Bell, Ph.D

In the light of Church history, the question might better be asked, "Why does anyone allow for 'open
communion?'" From the very beginning the Eucharist was offered only to baptized and chrismated
believers. The second century writing known as The Didache instructs believers to "let no one eat or
drink from your Eucharist except those who are baptized in the Lord's Name." So restricted were the
Eucharistic meetings of Christians in the first centuries that rumors arose among the pagans that they
were actually involved in human sacrifice and cannibalism.

Even reformed churches practiced closed communion. Only baptized believers who had undergone
examination by the leaders of the churches were admitted to the Lord's Supper. In times past,
communion tokens were used to gain admission to the sacrament in the Church of Scotland and also in
Methodist churches.

The Orthodox Church does not consider it sufficient to express belief in Jesus to be admitted to the
sacrament. Many heretics believe in Jesus. Arius, the fourth century heretic, believed in Jesus. Jehovah's
Witnesses, Mormons and Hindus believe in Jesus. But none of these believes in the One Lord Jesus
Christ known and proclaimed by the One Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church.

In the historic understanding of the Church, Communion has always been understood as the goal, the
climax and expression of our unity in Christ. Today there are over 25,000 denominations worldwide and
among them are many different views of Jesus.

Orthodox Christians practice closed communion, not for triumphalistic reasons, but for very important
theological reasons. In doing so they follow the practice of the ancient Church; a practice that was
retained by the Reformers. "Open communion" was a relatively recent innovation and an exception to
the practice of the Church beginning in the New Testament period.

In our pluralistic American culture, we object to anything that excludes. We have been taught that

all faiths are relative in their claims. One denomination is said to be as good as another, and the
Orthodox Church appears to be just one more "denomination." However, the Orthodox Church pre-
dates denominations, and the practice of the Orthodox Church pre-dates the practices of later Christian
denominations by at least 1500 years.

FAITH IN ACTION
Make it Personal. Only by the grace of God are we worthy to receive Holy Communion. Pray the
Prayer before Holy Communion each Sunday before coming forward to receive the sacrament.

Diakonia is made possible by a generous grant from Leadership 100 | L100.org
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MAZE

Camel in the Needle

Help the camel find the tiny needle! This maze

Just For Kids!

(...and the young at heart)

teaches an important lesson from Jesus' lesson

that we heard in today’s Gospel: it can be hard

for people who are too focused on their riches to
follow God's path. God wants us to love Him more
than our possessions. When we trust God and
share with others, our hearts become lighter, and
we can follow the path He has for us.

Diakonia is made possible by a generous grant from Leadership 100 E/ﬂﬂ



