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(Even if you fished 35 days)
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With proprietary LAPIS™ technology, our lenses block 
more harmful blue and harsh yellow light than any other 
lens on the market, reducing eye fa琀gue and glare—all 
while improving visual clarity and contrast on the water.
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For generations, the Martha's Vineyard Striped
Bass & Bluefish Derby has been about more than
what was caught. It's about families, first fish, and
stories passed from one generation to the next.

EVERY DERBY STARTS
WITH A STORY.

Preserving Island stories since 1923

For generations, the Martha's Vineyard Striped
Bass & Bluefish Derby has been about more than
For generations, the Martha's Vineyard Striped
Bass & Bluefish Derby has been about more than
For generations, the Martha's Vineyard Striped

what was caught. It's about families, first fish, and
Bass & Bluefish Derby has been about more than
what was caught. It's about families, first fish, and
Bass & Bluefish Derby has been about more than

stories passed from one generation to the next.
what was caught. It's about families, first fish, and
stories passed from one generation to the next.
what was caught. It's about families, first fish, and

Preserving Island stories since 1923

For generations, the Martha's Vineyard Striped
Bass & Bluefish Derby has been about more than
For generations, the Martha's Vineyard Striped
Bass & Bluefish Derby has been about more than
For generations, the Martha's Vineyard Striped

what was caught. It's about families, first fish, and
Bass & Bluefish Derby has been about more than
what was caught. It's about families, first fish, and
Bass & Bluefish Derby has been about more than

stories passed from one generation to the next.
what was caught. It's about families, first fish, and
stories passed from one generation to the next.
what was caught. It's about families, first fish, and

81st Derby Souvenir Booklet · 2026    7



Scan the QR code with your mobile camera

DISCOVER MORE

SLIPS & MOORINGS 
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81 consecutive
years for any
event is a

noteworthy milestone and
evidence of success.  In
2025, the Derby
celebrated its 80th
anniversary, and we
recognized this
achievement, taking care
to acknowledge the
support that has allowed
the event to adapt and
grow.  Participants,
volunteers, sponsors, and
the Vineyard community
provide the backing that
enables this beloved event
to take its place among the
most cherished events in our region.  

The Derby Committee - a dedicated group of 30
volunteers - meets throughout the year to plan
the event.  Thoughtful consideration balances
tradition, history, science, economics, and other
needs and interests … all to preserve the Derby’s
mission and seek opportunities to strengthen the
organization and event.  This is a responsibility
that we regard as a privilege, as we understand
the Derby’s importance to our community, over
decades.  Along with the weigh station volunteers,
the Derby Committee welcomes you to the 81st
annual Derby.  We know that Derby time on our
beautiful Island is unique and special, and we feel
privileged joining the 3000+ individuals who
participate in the Derby.  

Registration income enables the Derby to put on a
35-day tournament enjoyed by thousands,
culminating in a festive awards ceremony the day
after the fishing concludes.  This support also
strengthens the Derby’s scholarship program,
highlighted on page 20 & 21of this booklet.  Derby
scholarships are an appropriate, wonderful
reminder of the legacy of longtime island educator

and Derby President Ed
Jerome.  The scholarship
program was Ed’s vision,
and for over 35 years
Vineyard high school
graduates have
benefited from well over
$1 million in awards to
continue their education.
I remain ever-mindful of
Ed’s commitment to
education and to the
Derby, partnering these
interests.  All who enjoy
the Derby owe him
thanks.

Among the 3000+
participants, people seek
different things from their

Derby experience.  Some pursue prizes and/or
status among their fellow anglers.  Some fish to
honor friends or family members who have
passed, to keep their memory alive.  Some seek to
introduce others, including children, to fishing.
Some simply soak up the natural beauty of the
Vineyard in the fall.  Some make it an annual ritual
to enjoy with friends, many traveling great
distances to make it happen.  Some don’t even
wet a line, but know they are still part of something
special.  Whatever one’s reasons for participating,
the Derby Committee knows that registering is a
choice, and we are grateful for the continued
strong support that demonstrates clearly how
much the Derby means to so many people.  We do
not take this for granted, and feel reassurance that
those who opt to join the Derby also value tradition,
camaraderie, and sportsmanship. Thank you for
promoting these values as you fish the Derby.

Best wishes for a safe, positive, and 
memorable 81st Derby.  

Sincerely, 
John Custer

President, Derby Committee

John Custer huddles with Steve and Ed Amaral
prior to the bell ringing to open the 80th Derby.”

Welcome
A Note from the Derby President
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STORM RAIN JACKET
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CONSTRUCTION

GOOD LUCK TO ALL THE 2026 DERBY COMPETITORS!

STOWED
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SHOULDN’T BE YOUR HAT.



Striped Bass Bluefish

CUSTOM & CURATED HEIRLOOM COLLECTIONS

53A MAIN STREET • VINEYARD HAVEN • 508.693.2284  |  10 MAIN STREET • EDGARTOWN • 508.627.1260
CBSTARK.COM

EST. 1966  •  MARTHA’S VINEYARD

Derby_Full_Page.indd   1 5/28/23   12:59 PM



14      81st Derby Souvenir Booklet · 2026

Website
accountabilityconsulting.net

Phone Number
(800) 499-5572

WE’RE LOCAL
ACCOUNTING
TECH EXPERTS
We keep Cape & Islands businesses running
smoothly—so you can focus on what you love
(like fishing).

QuickBooks setup & cleanups
Accounting system integrations
Inventory & operations workflows
Ongoing financial oversight

We specialize in:
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Welcome to the
81st edition of the

Derby! I cannot believe it’s
that time of year again,
when locals gather, visitors
arrive, and the competition
begins. There is truly no
better time to appreciate
the beauty of Martha’s
Vineyard and the great
outdoors.

There is something magical
in the air when the Derby
begins. The early mornings
on the jetty or along the
beach offer an experience
that cannot be replicated
anywhere else. Those
beautiful mornings on the
water are exactly what we
have all been waiting for
since the conclusion of the
80th Derby.

This year, we have some
exciting new elements to share:

•Expanded Boat Boundaries: We are expanding the
boat boundaries to include Buzzards Bay! This will
give boat participants even more options to find the
big one. Please carefully review the new boundary
lines outlined in the rules brochure.

•Team Competition Changes: Participants can now
sign up for both a Shore team and a Boat team.

I also want to take this opportunity to thank Eastern
Boat Works for their many years of unwavering
support. Although Eastern Boat Works is stepping
away as our grand prize sponsor, we take great pride
in knowing we have made friends for life. Greg
Hopkins, their entire staff, and their families have
become a huge part of our Derby family. On behalf
of the Derby committee and all our participants, we
say a heartfelt thank you to Eastern Boat Works.
Your dedication and support are deeply appreciated,
and we are forever grateful.

For this year’s tournament, we are thrilled to partner
with Vineyard Vines as our 2026 Grand Prize sponsor.
They are generously donating a 2026 Jeep Gladiator
Mojave X custom wrapped with Vineyard Vines’
“Vineyard Slam” camo print. What an amazing prize!

The team at Vineyard
Vines has been a massive
supporter of the Derby for
many years, and we are
extremely grateful for their
continued generosity.

I would like to extend my
deepest thanks to the
Derby committee and our
incredible volunteers. Their
hard work makes this the
largest and longest-
running saltwater fishing
tournament on the East
Coast. A monumental
amount of work goes into
each Derby, much of it
happening during the
intense five weeks of the
competition.

One of the most gratifying
nights of the year is Class
Night, when the Derby
awards its annual

scholarships to graduating students of Martha’s
Vineyard. Please read about this year’s inspiring
recipients. This year, we are proud to introduce a new
scholarship in honor of Riley Cameron, a 2020
graduate of Martha’s Vineyard Regional High School.
This scholarship is awarded to a graduate pursuing
their maritime captain’s license. Congratulations to the
entire Class of 2026!

As the competition is set to begin, make sure your
gear is ready, your hooks are sharpened, and your
bosses know you might be missing some time! Get
ready for five weeks of hardcore fishing. Please
remember to read the rules, pay close attention to
the new Buzzards Bay boundaries, and enjoy some
of the best days of the year.

We also remind participants to practice conservation
by carrying out everything you bring to the beach—and
a little extra. Please respect private property, practice
good sportsmanship, and most of all, have fun.

Good luck to all participants!

Catch ‘em up,
Joe El-Deiry

Chairman, Derby Committee

Phil Horton,  Chairman – Derby Committee

A Message
From the Derby Chairman

Thank you to Greg Hopkins and the entire team 
at Eastern Boat Works!
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2026Derby Committee

81st Martha’s Vineyard • 2026

Striped Bass & Bluefish Derby

The Martha's Vineyard Striped Bass & Bluefish Derby Committee is comprised entirely of 
volunteers whose mission is to plan, manage, and operate a successful and enjoyable event

that benefits the Island community. These men and women meet throughout the year - as
soon as one Derby ends, work begins for the following year's event. Only because of the energy

and efforts of the Derby Committee does the Derby exist as one of the oldest, largest, and
most popular saltwater fishing tournaments in the country. A love of the Island, an interest 

(or obsession) with fishing, and an appreciation for tradition are common threads 
that bond these individuals in their service on the Committee.

Left to right:  Dave Balon, Taylor Pierce, Chris Scott, Jonathan Herman, Katie Carroll, Chris Reed, 
Leah Fraumeni, Curtis LaVigne, Joe El-Deiry, Cosmo Creanga, Maryanne Jerome, David Hearn, Stacy Nickerson Hall, 

John Custer, Adam Darack, Cooper Fersen, Steve Baccelli, Dave Halsey

Committee members not pictured:
Mike Cassidy, Will DeBettencourt, Cooper Gilkes, Phil Horton, Wilson Kerr, Mark Kokoska, 

John Piekos, Bill Roman, Paula Sullivan

Honorary Members: Steve Morris, Greg Skomal              Photo Credit: Endless Memories by Adriana

John Custer
President

Maryanne Jerome
Secretary

Joe El-Deiry
Chairman, 1st Vice 

President

Chris Scott
Director-At-Large

Katie Carroll
Vice Chairman

Leah Fraumeni 
Director-At-Large

Chris Reed
Treasurer

Taylor Pierce
Director-At-Large 

ENDLESS MEMORIES BY ADRIANA
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Since its establishment as a nonprofit organization, the Martha’s Vineyard Striped Bass &
Bluefish Derby, Inc., has awarded annual scholarships to Martha’s Vineyard graduating

seniors. The amount of money donated since 1988 totals $1,148,000. Qualified students are
recommended by the school and selected by a Derby subcommittee. The Derby

scholarship program has also enjoyed the support of the Ann E. Clark Foundation, the Tony
and Renee Marlon Charitable Trust, The Windmill Foundation and the Edgartown Board of

Trade. In 2026 the Derby awarded $115,000 in scholarships to the twelve deserving
graduates featured on these pages. One of the scholarships has been named in honor of

longtime Derby President and Island educator Ed Jerome, whose vision led to the creation of
the Derby Scholarship Program. Another is named in honor of Island artist Ray Ellis, whose
contributions to the Derby made the scholarship program flourish. The Derby Committee

wishes these graduates success in their educational endeavors

Derby Scholarship 
 Program

2026 RECIPIENTS
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Available at Derby Headquarters and Kin Arts & Clothing, North Water St, Edgartown
Proceeds benefit the Derby Scholarship Program.



Grazina Biskis
Grazina is the 2026 co-recipient of the Ray
Ellis Memorial Scholarship. With a strong
academic record at MVRHS, she excelled in
English while also exploring a variety of
artistic courses.  She received an award for
Excellence in Crafts and Sculpture, served
as an art Teaching Assistant for two years
and participated in the Pottery Club and
the Art Club throughout her time in high
school. She is also an accomplished
gardener.  Grazina will attend Evergreen
State College, studying Studio Art with a
focus on ceramics.

Georgia DeRoche
Georgia is the 2026 co-recipient of the Ray
Ellis Memorial Scholarship for students
pursuing education in the fine or
performing arts.  A four-year member of
the elite vocal performance group, the
MVRHS Minnesingers, she was designated
Soprano Section Leader.  In addition, she
was lead actor in numerous musical
productions, performed for four years with
the acapella group, the Songbirds, and
served as a musical Teaching Assistant.
Georgia will attend Bridgewater State
College, majoring in Music Education.

Rose Levesque
Rose was an Honor Roll student while at
MVRHS, receiving recognition for
Excellence in English Language Arts.  An
award-winning Derby fisherman, Rose has
also been a valued weigh station staff
volunteer for the past two years.  She is
passionate about our marine environment
and seamanship, operating the family’s 31’
vessel in coastal waters. Rose plans to
attend Cape Cod Community College,
pursuing her interest in Marine Science,
Safety and Environmental Protection.

Bailen Darack
Bailen is the 2026 recipient of the Edward
J. Jerome Memorial Scholarship.  Ranking
academically in the top 30% of her class,
she was an Honor Roll student in her
senior year at MVRHS and a member of
the Girls Varsity Hockey team.  In addition
to her volunteer work as a tutor at the Oak
Bluffs School, she has been a long-time
Derby participant and a valued weigh
station volunteer staff member.  Bailen will
attend Nova Southeastern University in
Florida where she will pursue studies in
Marine Biology.

Grace Bennett-Rock
Grace was in the top 10% of her class
academically, excelling in an impressive
number of Advanced Placement courses
over several years.  Balancing her academic
workload with a passion for dance, she was
Choreographer and founding member of
the MVRHS Dance Team and a performer
with RISE Vineyard Performing Arts for
many years.  Pursuing her keen interest in
Psychology and Cognitive Science, Grace
plans to attend the College of Charleston,
majoring in Neuroscience.

81st Derby Souvenir Booklet · 2026      21

Hunter Bolduc
Hunter excelled academically at MVRHS,
finishing in the top 20% of his class and
garnering awards for Excellence in Algebra,
Humanities and History as well as three
Excellence in Automotive Awards.  His
mechanical expertise and interest in the
sea lead to after-school employment as a
Technician at Cars Unlimited and as a
Wharfinger with the Chilmark
Harbormaster Department.  Hunter will
attend the New England Institute of
Technology, majoring in Marine
Technology.

Isabella Bolin
As a life-long Islander, Isabella feels a deep
connection to Martha’s Vineyard and its
maritime environment.  In high school, she
balanced undertaking a demanding
academic curriculum with after-school
employment at several island businesses.
Her artistic talents were particularly
evident in the three Photography and
Graphics courses she completed.  Pursuing
her love of the ocean, Isabella will attend
the University of New England, planning to
major in Marine Biology.

Esme Colon
Esme excelled academically at MVRHS,
gaining election to the National Honor
Society.  She was also a stand-out athlete
and multi-year member of the Varsity
Soccer, Varsity Hockey and Varsity Sailing
Teams.  Outside the classroom, she
volunteered at the Shellfish Hatchery and
Island Grown Initiative.  Her goal is to
pursue studies in sustainable farming and
ultimately own a non-profit farm on the
Island.  Esme plans to major in Plant
Sciences at the University of Vermont.

Anthony Smith
Anthony achieved increasing academic
success in his years at MVRHS, enrolling
in numerous Honors and Advanced
Placement courses.  In addition, he
explored course offerings in fine and
performing arts studies and related
extracurricular activities including the
Art Club, Minnesingers, and musical
performances.  As a student leader, he
helped revitalize the school’s Gender &
Sexuality Alliance and served as its
President for two years.  Anthony will
attend the University of Massachusetts,
Boston, majoring in pre-Veterinary
studies.

Katherine Becker
Katie finished her MVRHS years at the top
of an exceptionally strong class, achieving
the highest academic recognition and
admission to the National Honor Society.
A talented violinist, she served as
Concertmaster in school and regional
orchestras.  She also served as Chapter
President of Best Buddies, a Big Brothers
Big Sisters Mentor, a three-year member of
the Unified Track Team and as an
Intern/Volunteer at MV Hospital.  Katie
will pursue a career in medicine, attending
the University of Wisconsin, Madison.

Sampson Mallory
Sampson has deep family connections to
the Vineyard’s waterfront.  His commitment
to working in the marine environment is
already well established.  During his high
school years, he had summer jobs as a
dockhand at the Oak Bluffs Marina, and,
with the Martha’s Vineyard Shellfish Group,
he helped to grow, distribute and maintain
the island’s supply of shellfish seed in the
Edgartown Great Pond.  Sampson plans to
attend the New England Institute of
Technology, focusing on Marine
Technology.

William Simmons
William is the inaugural recipient of the
Riley Ignacio Cameron Memorial
Scholarship, established by Cameron’s family
to assist Island students who are pursuing a
marine career.  At MVRHS, William received
the Marine Studies Award, as well as awards
in Swimming and Sailing.  During summers,
he served as crew on the schooner Alvie, was
a lifeguard at the YMCA and taught sailing at
the East Chop Yacht Club.  William will
attend the Maine Maritime Academy,
intending to major in Marine
Transportation.



My Gallery – The “Crossroads Gallery” – Was Named 
Best Gallery on Martha's Vineyard in 2020 and  

runner up in 2021, by Martha's Vineyard Magazine.  
The Crossroads Gallery came to life in May of 2017.  
In the Spring of 2019 I moved from my Circuit Ave  

location in Oak Bluffs to our new home at 93 Dukes 
County Ave in Oak Bluffs. My gallery concept has transformed 

into a meeting place. Folks from my Facebook fanbase have come in 
to talk about healing from addiction and other of life’s challenges.  

We share stories, hug, laugh 
and cry. In addition to the  

selling of art it has become a 
spiritual place for me.  
Hope to see you there.

THE CROSSROADS GALLERY

into a meeting place. Folks from my Facebook fanbase have come in 

selling of art it has become a 

My two books Through a Sober Lens and  
Fighting for My Life both won the coveted  
Ben Franklin Award for most inspirational story 
and best Art and photography. A portion of each  

book sale directly  
supports addiction 
treatment on 
the Island. 

This year, my annual  
inspirational calendar is  

raising money for  
Vineyard House  

Sober Living.  
The photos are truly frameable 

and the calendar layout and 
composition are a work of art. 

Each month includes an  
inspirational story written by  

myself. It runs January 
through December, 2027.   

Help support this amazing  
organization!

My Gallery – The “Crossroads Gallery” – Was Named 

location in Oak Bluffs to our new home at 93 Dukes 

                      Featuring the Inspirational Photography of  
                        Michael Blanchard

Crossroads Gallery
93 Dukes County Avenue,  
Oak Bluffs Arts District,  

Marthas Vineyard

For more information and to order photographs,  
calendars and books please visit:  

www.blanchardphotomv.com

Michael and Brodie



The Derby Hall of Fame
Throughout its long history the Derby Committee has chosen to recognize and honor 
individuals and organizations who have made a “significant and positive impact on the

sportfishing community of Martha’s Vineyard and on the operation and goals of the Derby.”

81st Martha’s Vineyard • 2026

Striped Bass & Bluefish Derby
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     The Derby Hall of Fame Honorees Throughout History Continues on Next Page

Jim
 Cornwell

 Jim Cornwell is passionate about
family and fishing, and the Derby
has provided the perfect opportu-
nity for him to celebrate these to-
gether.  He remains a dedicated
surfcaster, and still looks for oppor-
tunities to introduce others to the
sport.  Sportsmanship is important
to Jim Cornwell, and he enjoys
helping others and showing grace
and stewardship for the island and
fisheries.  He has rightfully earned
respect from fellow anglers for
being selfless, responsible, gener-
ous, and steadfast.  He considers
himself blessed for the gifts that
fishing, family, and the Derby have provided him.  Those who know him are
aware that they are blessed, for his gentle nature and positivity represent his
genuine character.  Jim Cornwell is a rare inspiration, and very deserving of in-
duction into the Derby Hall of Fame.

Shep & Ian Murray
Vineyard Vines has been a major corporate sponsor of the Derby for over 20

years.  Over these years, vineyard vines has donated hundreds of thousands of
dollars of merchandise, including the hats that accompany all registrations.
This amazing financial commitment allows the Derby to preserve its operating
account and not take away from the scholarship funds.  Brothers Ian and Shep
Murray are generous to the Derby, as well as to other island charitable organ-
izations and causes.  They demonstrate their care for our community, and the
Derby is proud and pleased to continue to partner with them.  Their commit-
ment to the Derby is evident, earning Hall of fame induction.

This Year’s Inductees
Maryanne

Jerome
It is nearly impossible to speak

about the modern-era Derby with-
out referencing the Jerome family,
and rightfully so.  Maryanne Jerome
was there from the start, as her hus-
band Ed rescued the Derby in the
mid-1980s.  Her quiet work, behind
the scenes, allowed the Derby to
grow and flourish.  She did not re-
ceive, nor seek, attention, but she
was so proud to see the Derby suc-
ceed and become what it is today.
She knew, more than anyone, what
it meant to Ed.  And he certainly
knew how much she supported the
Derby.  After Ed passed in 2018, the

Derby community would have fully understood if she needed to take a step
back.  She did the opposite, growing her commitment.  Anyone close to the
Derby knows how much she gives, and there’s far more that nobody sees.
She has given for decades, earning Hall of Fame induction.

Ron
Domurat
Ron Domurat, having

earned over 100 daily
pins, can appropriately be
considered the epitome of
a Derby fisherman.  He is
fully engaged, committed,
and dedicated to fishing.
As well, he has served as
a mentor to younger gen-
erations of fishermen, be-
friending their interest
and offering assistance.
He has been and remains
a strong advocate for sus-
tainability of fisheries, as
well as a champion of
public access to beaches.
He has given much to the
sport fishing community,
and Ron’s contributions
to the Derby have been
found in commitment,
sportsmanship, advocacy,
and preservation.  A posi-
tive impact, indeed, that
supports his Hall of Fame
induction.
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John Crews
John dedicated himself to filleting fish

during the derby for more than two
decades. He served as the“Official Fillet
Master” long before the committee as-
signed a filet master. “Big John,” as he
was known, worked both weigh-ins
each day with a broad smile and tireless
dedication until he was 87 years old.

Bob & Fran Clay
For more than 20 years, Bob and Fran

Clay were linked to the Derby’s success
as much as Striped Bass and Bluefish.
Their sponsorship of the Derby’s past
grand awards is just one aspect of their
generosity and community involve-
ment. They played an important role in
the transition of the management of
Norton Point from the County Com-
missioners to the The Trustees of Reser-
vations and the increased access to that
stretch of the beach. Bob was a member
of the Edgartown Affordable Housing
Committee and was active in the devel-
opment of the Morgan Woods Afford-
able Housing Property. He was also a
member of the Edgartown Finance Ad-
visory Committee. Fran worked to keep
the fishing public apprised of the latest
developments of beach closures due to
piping plover protection. Bob and Fran
never asked for or wanted the spotlight
or credit for their efforts. Their satisfac-
tion has always been contributing to a
better Island community.

THE DERBY HALL OF FAME HONOREES THROUGHOUT HISTORY  continued

Al Brickman
No single individual on Martha’s

Vineyard had more connections than
did Al Brickman in the mid 1940’s. This
“Father” of the Derby took these ties in
the fishing community, the business
and tourism community, the worlds of
journalism, public relations, real estate
and transportation, combined them
with his deep concern for the welfare of
the Vineyard, its people and natural re-
sources, and with a singularity of pur-
pose, yet skillfully and patiently, forged
the Martha’s Vineyard Striped Bass and
Bluefish Derby into existence. This
month long event has, dramatically im-
proved the quality of life on Martha’s
Vineyard.

 Mike Cassidy
Mike has faithfully served on the

Derby Committee for more than 30
years. As Chairman, he oversaw the
celebration of the Derby’s 50th an-
niversary. Mike exemplifies the spirit of
the Derby in his humor, generosity, and
dedication to making the Derby a suc-
cess. He continues to put in countless
hours, including numerous shifts as
weighmaster. Mike Cassidy is always
there for the Derby – and he consis-
tently puts its needs and the needs of
others ahead of himself. He is humble
in his behind the scenes work to ensure
that things run smoothly. For years, he
has been the Derby’s unsung hero.  

Bob Boren
Bob was a long standing Derby Com-

mittee member who worked hard to
support the Derby in many ways, but
perhaps he was best known for his re-
sponsibility for handling the Derby’s
raffle of a 4x4 Jeep.

For years, the committee’s raffle of a
Jeep was the main fundraiser support-
ing the tournament and Bob was always
at the center of our efforts. If he wasn’t
hawking tickets on Circuit Ave or at the
Tisbury Street Fair he was at the NE
Sportaman Shows. Bob was a tremen-
dous ambassador for the Derby.

Kib Bramhall
A member of the Derby committee for

many years, Kib Bramhall is a conserva-
tionist, skilled fisherman and distin-
guished artist. Kib Bramhall has held
both Derby and world fly rod records.
Most important, he brings a sense of in-
tegrity and fair play to the sport of fish-
ing and the Derby. Respected both for
his demeanor and fishing accomplish-
ments, he is honored for the example he
has set for others over more than four
decades of Derby fishing.

Steve Amaral
 Steve Amaral fished the first Derby

with his Dad, Mother and brother
which was a family tradition since he
was a young boy. Except for 1956, when
he was away serving his nation, he has
participated in every Derby. Steve has
unselfishly contributed to the success of
many Derby winners who he shared
much of his fishing knowledge.

Steve has been an active member of
the Oak Bluffs community for many
years serving on the Fire Department
and as Captain before retiring. He was an
appointed member of the Martha’s Vine-
yard Commission and has been instru-
mental in the success of the Rod and
Gun Club’s Kid’s Trout Derby.

Ed Amaral
   Ed Amaral has participated in the
Derby since its inception in 1946. Ed
personifies the role of a true sportsman
and always is there for others sharing his
love of fishing and the Derby. As an
“Ambassador of Good Will” for the
Derby, he has set a guiding example for
participants to follow as they cross his
path at Island fishing spots.  He was an
active member of the Derby Committee
and his competitive spirit and passion
for fishing has been contagious for all
who have met him.
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Serge de Somov
Distinguished by his fishing skills, re-

spected as a gentleman, both on and off
the beach, Serge de Somov’s four derby
victories, three consecutively, were un-
matched during the first half century of
the Derby competition. He was known
as the “Mad Russian”and “The Count”,
due to his aristocratic European back-
ground. Serge de Somov caught the
heaviest shore striped bass to claim vic-
tories in 1964, 1965, 1966 and again in
1969. Surrounded by an aura of mystery,
Serge de Somov earned his place
among the legends of Derby history. 

Cooper Gilkes
Cooper Gilkes has been an active

member of the Martha’s Vineyard
Striped Bass and Bluefish Derby Com-
mittee for many years. He was instru-
mental in the rejuvenation of the
Derby in the early 1980’s. He assisted
in the successful presentation to pur-
chase the Derby from the Martha’s
Vineyard Chamber of Commerce in
the mid 1980’s. His thoughtful opin-
ions were very helpful in the restruc-
turing of the Derby.

Cooper has been synonymous with
the Kid’s Derby. His ideas led to the
creation of the event that today draws
hundreds of kids annually. He reli-
giously catches bait prior to the early
morning event and, with the help of
his wife Lela, has successfully man-
aged this event since its inception.
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Ruth Hughes
In 1947, Ruth Hughes began her daily

reporting of the Martha’s Vineyard
Striped Bass and Bluefish Derby for the
column she wrote as a reporter for the
then New Bedford Standard Times. She
chronicled the operations of the day,
wrote the names of the daily winners
on the derby blackboard, kept a run-
ning account of the day’s largest fish
and recorded for history special occur-
rences of the day. Ruth was a Derby fix-
ture at the weigh station for 11 years
doing just about everything that was
needed until 1958 when she assumed
the role of Oak Bluffs Town Treasurer
until her retirement in 1976. 

Everett Francis
Everett “Porky” Francis was one of the

longest serving active members of the
Derby Committee. For more than thirty-
five years he helped give back to the
community through his continued work
on the committee to help plan and or-
ganize our annual Fall event. Among
Porky’s many contributions to the Derby,
he was instrumental in securing sponsors
throughout the years and especially
Boston Whaler as a major sponsor for
more than a decade. Porky was one of the
anchors at the sportsman shows man-
ning the booth for the entire show while
other members came and went during
the often 5 day event. Porky was an asset
to the Derby as well as the Island’s fish-
ing community.

John Custer
John Custer has been an outstanding

member of the Derby Committee since
1999 of which eleven were as Chair-
man. During John’s tenure as chair-
man, the Committee has benefitted
significantly from his sharpness to de-
tail as he created an equitable distribu-
tion of prizes, ensuring that all winners
receive consistent awards in each cate-
gory. He has been a true sportsman
and has always focused on conserva-
tion and scholarships for the young
people of our Island community. He
has always been thoughtful and has
put the best interest of the Derby first
in his entire decision making. He has
been an exceptional leader and a com-
munity role model as the Principal of
the Tisbury School.

Clayton Hoyle
Clayton Hoyle was a skilled rod

maker and was instrumental in the
creation of the Martha’s Vineyard Rod
and Gun Club. Affectionately known as
“The Instigator” he always offered his
opinions and ideas whether asked or not.
Several members of the Rod & Gun Club
along with Clayton helped foster the idea
of an Island fishing tournament that later
became the Martha’s Vineyard Striped
Bass and Bluefish Derby.

Joe El-Deiry
 Much of the Derby’s success and

strength in recent years can be attrib-
uted to Joe El-Deiry. Characteristically
humble, Joe deflects credit and instead
praises the Committee and volunteers
for this success.  However, it is clear to
others how much of himself Joe has
dedicated to the organization, an event
that he loves so much. In his first year as
Chairperson, Ed Jerome passed away
suddenly, during the Derby. Joe led the
Committee through this unsettling time
with grace and poise. His leadership
during that Derby, and those that have
followed, is evidence that he learned
much from Ed. Joe has been actively involved in most parts of the Derby, leading
many of the efforts. This has included coordinating the souvenir booklet, oversee-
ing Derby apparel and merchandise, facilitating weigh station operations, serving
as weighmaster, assisting with the American Heroes Saltwater Challenge, establish-
ing financial investment objectives, and selection of scholarship recipients. As well,
Joe has always found time to take others fishing, introducing families to the Derby
experience and creating special memories. Joe maintains that the Derby has given
a lot to him since he moved to the island in the mid 1990s. He has given so much
back to it, and continues to do so.

Ray Ellis
Ray Ellis, one of the most renown Amer-

ican artists of our time, graciously donated
his artistic talent to the Derby since
1988.The paintings that he annually cre-
ated for the Derby have generated the
money to make our scholarship program
possible. In addition, he has donated a
portion of the proceeds from his book
“Fishing the Vineyard.” The Ray G. Ellis
Memorial Scholarship is awarded annu-
ally to a MVRHS graduate that has stud-
ied the visual and/or performaing arts.

Hall of Fame Honorees  continued on next page



Ruth Meyer
Ruth Meyer was Chairman of the

Derby in the late 70’s until 1981. She
was the organization’s first female
chairman, which should have come as
no surprise, as she grew up in a fishing
family. Her father owned and operated
Larry’s Tackle Shop. Ruth ran Larry’s for
many years after her father and contin-
ued the tradition of it being the center
of Derby information. Ruth was instru-
mental in securing big name fishing
tackle companies as Derby sponsors.
Companies such as Penn and Boston
Whaler became a major part of the
Derby because of her efforts.
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THE DERBY HALL OF FAME HONOREES THROUGHOUT HISTORY  continued

Janet Messineo
Janet Messineo epitomizes the spirit,

excitement, and camaraderie of the long
history of the Derby.

She has been an intricate part of the
success of the Derby as a committee
member, a participant and as an advo-
cate for children and women partici-
pants. For many years, she has created
the coveted Derby fish mount trophies
with her expertise and skill as a taxi-
dermist.

Janet makes friends with all she
comes in contact with. She fishes hard
and is constantly on the leader board.
Her spirit, sportsmanship and commit-
ment to fishing are unmatched among
participants.

Roy Langley
Roy was the longest running weigh

master in the history of the Derby. For
more than 15 years, he was the morning
weigh master exemplifying the spirit and
image of the Derby. He was recognized
for his role as the ambassador at the
weigh station and the organization and
distribution of the Derby’s filet program
to senior citizens of Martha’s Vineyard.

Howard Leonard
A founder of the Derby and commit-

tee secretary for many years, Howard
Leonard was an enthusiastic Derby
fisherman and tireless volunteer distin-
guished by his good humor and kind-
ness. Howard Leonard personified the
ideals of the Derby and was unstinting
with his time, particularly when it in-
volved the young people of the Island.
He is honored for his service to the
Derby and the community of Martha’s
Vineyard.

Ed Jerome
At the helm of the Derby, Ed Jerome

guided the faltering tournament out of
perilous waters and helped build it into
a successful and respected institution.
As the longtime President of the Derby
Corporation, Ed Jerome was a
thoughtful and patient leader. Whether
through the Derby scholarship pro-
gram or charitable contributions, he
never waivered in his belief that the
Derby exists to contribute to the Vine-
yard community. A fisherman, educa-
tor and community leader, he was
honored for his extraordinary efforts in
making the Derby a truly unique Island
institution.

Jerry Jansen
Jerry first started fishing the Derby

during the second year of its existence.
Jerry has been an avid surf fisherman
and is well known to many. His great
sense of humor and wealth of fishing
stories about the Derby are legendary.
Jerry’s book “Successful Surf Fishing”
has helped many a beginner with 
helpful tips.

Karen Kukolich
Karen Kukolich fished Vineyard wa-

ters for nearly 40 years and was both an
involved and valued member of our Is-
land community. As a member of the
Derby Committee, Karen served as
Treasurer for three years and coordi-
nated the filet program for nearly
twenty years. Her angling prowess, par-
ticularly with the fly rod, was well
known, including five International
Game Fish Award world records. Her
fishing knowledge and passion for the
sport were evident and she welcomed
opportunities to share that knowledge
and love. She held her Captain’s license
for 30 years, and was one of the first
women to run her own sportfishing
boat. Karen was a member of the
Martha’s Vineyard Surfcasters, served on
the Edgartown Finance Committee,
Land Bank Advisory Committee and as
a Board member of the Martha’s Vine-
yard Rod and Gun Club.
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Ed Landers
You’ll never hear a negative word

about Eddie. He was a great fisherman
and willingly shared his knowledge and
techniques with the people who fished
with him. Who fished with Ed? Every
neighborhood kid that he could fit into
his buggy.They all have hilarious stories
of their adventures with Ed. They say
from watching him chase skunks down
the beach to carrying his catch back to
the car at Squibby. He was a great
teacher and respected the rules of life
and sportsmanship. 
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Robert J. Post
Bob Post, self described as a “fisher-

man trapped in the body of a dentist,”
was also a gifted journalist, author, Pub-
lic Health official, Derby member and fa-
ther. Most importantly, Bob was a con-
nector and chronicler of the living
history of the Derby. He was happiest
when sitting astride a boulder on a Gay
Head beach, after fishing and convers-
ing with fishermen passing by. Bob
turned these conversations into the crit-
ically acclaimed book “Reading the Wa-
ters,” which, more than any other
source, illuminates and brings to life the
wonders and mystery of surf fishing the
Vineyard and the Martha’s Vineyard
Striped Bass and Bluefish Derby.

 Helen 
Scarborough

 Helen was a fixture at the weigh-in
for many years. She was the weigh
master and keeper of records many
years before the scale became digital
and computers replaced the pen and
paper. She was known as “mother hen”
as she kept the busy weigh-in running
efficiently and exciting for young and
old alike.

Richard Morris
Richard Morris founded Dick’s Bait and

Tackle in 1969. He loved to fish, but most
of all he loved to tell stories about fish-
ing. He never won a prize in the Derby,
but many a Derby yarn was spun in his
tackle shop about the one that got away
by those who congregated there on a
regular basis. He enjoyed meeting new
people every year and looked forward to
each fall knowing the Derby would be
starting. The Derby was a major part of
his life and he would be very proud to
know he was in its Hall of Fame.

Don Mohr
This “Beach Ambassador” could be

found fishing the beaches of Chappy from
April until November. Don epitomizes
what the Derby is all about. This sports-
man always has a smile and helping hand
for his fellow anglers. He has a deep re-
spect for the resources and environment
and without hesitation will gently point
out a rule, infraction or abuse of these re-
sources. Don served on the Committee
from 1984 to 1991. He was Treasurer from
1985 to 1989 and Chairman from 1989 to
1991. During his tenure as Chairman, the
Derby began its transition from the
Chamber of Commerce to an independ-
ently run event.

Stephen Morris
Stephen Morris has been a member of

the Derby Committee for more than 30
years. During the mid 90’s, Stephen was
the chairman of the Derby and helped
take the Derby to new highs in participa-
tion, prizes and activities. Stephen was
one of the best Chairmen the Derby has
had. His organizational skills, commit-
ment and knowledge of the fishing in-
dustry have been his hallmarks. Many of
the improved practices used today in the
Derby and Awards Ceremonies were sug-
gested by Stephen.

Stephen is a well respected local tackle
shop owner and registers the largest
number of participants in the Derby. His
opinion is well respected and his contri-
butions have been many.

Benjamin Morton
A derby founding member, and Mas-

sachusetts Steamship Lines executive,
Ben Morton worked tirelessly in both a
professional and volunteer capacity to
create a Derby that would be enjoyed by
Islanders and visitors alike. A member of
the Derby committee for more than 20
years, Ben Morton guided the Derby
from its creation and joint sponsorship
under the boat line and the Martha’s
Vineyard Rod and Gun Club to its later
management by the Martha’s Vineyard
Chamber of Commerce. He is honored
for his wisdom, foresight and efforts on
behalf of the Derby and the entire Vine-
yard community.

David Pothier
David has been an active member of

the Derby Committee for more than
three decades and has assumed many
roles.  During his tenure as Chairman,
he lead the way in the improvements
made to our software programs that
manage the weigh station operations
and the reporting of fish.

David has been an active community
member of Oak Bluffs in their Fire De-
partment, on the Harbor Committee
and on the Island’s Search and Recov-
ery Squad.

Currently, David is actively involved
in the revitalization of the USCG Aux-
iliary and is helping to improve the
boating safety throughout the Island.

Jesse J. Oliver III 
In the early years of the Derby, Jesse

”Buddy” Oliver often went to Boston to
help Al Brickman solicit prizes from
sponsors for the Derby. Although he
never won the Derby, his catches of
large bass before and after the Derby
were well known and made him the
most renowned Vineyard angler of his
time and arguably the most famed sur-
fcaster of the post-World War II era.

His fame was recognized by Life
Magazine in an article with his photo,
and Salt Water Sportsman Editor Frank
Woolner wrote a featured story on him
in their September, 1956 issue titled
”Bud Oliver– Vineyard Surfman.” This
article was a great publicity boost to
the Derby.

Buddy was known for his character
and astonishing fishing talent and
often it was said “where Buddy was,
the fish were.” He fished with the likes
of Al Doyle, Frank Drake, Wallace
Pinkham, Oscar Flanders and the leg-
endary Serge de Somov. Hall of Fame Honorees continued on next page
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THE DERBY HALL OF FAME HONOREES THROUGHOUT HISTORY  continued

Martha Smith
Martha was the glue at Derby Head-

quarters, morning and night, for more
than 15 years. As Weigh Station Manager,
she understood fully the intricacies of op-
erating the Derby, and kept it running
smoothly. Her dedication to the Derby
was demonstrated by her commitment to
the event and all it benefited. Martha en-
deared herself to countless Derby partic-
ipants over the many years she stood
behind the desk at Derby HQ.

Greg Skomal
Greg has been on the Derby Com-

mittee for more than 30 years. As an
official state marine Biologist, Greg
was able to guide the Derby with
valuable research and insight on var-
ious conservation issues and political
impact. His research helped us estab-
lish minimum fish lengths for all fish
in the Derby. His research helped us to
reduce the mortality rate of false alba-
core by establishing a size that reduced
the number of False Albacore coming
to our scales by more than 50%.

Greg is a nationally known speaker
for his work on sharks and other
species, Greg somehow found time
from his very busy work schedule to
be treasurer of  the  organization for
many years which included paying
the bills, preparing the income tax
statements, dealing with our account-
ant and preparing monthly financial
statements for the Board of Directors.

Arthur Winters
Arthur was a member of the Derby

Committee from 1981-1992. He was
part of the new group of Derby Com-
mittee members who traveled about
New England trying to create a new
image for the Derby. At that time, par-
tic- ipation was at a very low point 

Arthur traveled to sportsman shows
hawking Jeep raffle tickets and many Is-
land activities. Arthur helped catch bait
for the Kids Day event every year and
was well respected for his ability to catch
Bonito and Albies, often getting on the
leader board. His 11 pound Bonito was
an Island record for many years.

Arthur Winters brought  humor to all
that he did and there are countless sto-
ries of his wit.

Arnold Spofford
Arnold Spofford was a member of the
Derby Committee for nearly 15 years
beginning in the the early 1980’s. He
was well known for his famous Bal-
lastic Missile and Needle Fish Lures.
But “Spof”was known best to us for his
vision and forward thinking for the
Derby’s direction. It was “Spof” who 
created and wrote the first Souvenir
Booklets. His stories captured the
essence of this tournament and were
matched by his photography.

Spof was instrumental in the cre-
ation of the Ray Ellis prints we sell
each year and the Scholarships we
now offer to Island graduates. Arnold
Spofford truly had an impact on the
Derby as we know it today.

 Daniel Shea
For more than 25 years, Dan Shea was

an extremely important part of the suc-
cess, growth and popularity of the
Derby. While working as a Manufactur-
ers Representative for the J. D. Keith
Agency, Dan was instrumental in ob-
taining many new sponsors including
Zebco which became the Kid’s Day
Sponsor for many years. In 1985, Dan
and his business partner became a rep
for Penn Reel Company as their flagship
line. Although Penn had been a spon-
sor prior to this time, their contributions
grew exponentially with Dan’s help and
dedication to the Derby. Dan is an ac-
complished fisherman and a role model
in the fishing tackle industry.
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Nelson Sigelman
Nelson was a long-time Derby com-

mittee member and instrumental in the
improvement of the souvenir booklet
through his writing, the collection of ad-
vertisements and the book’s visual pres-
entation.

This booklet and his efforts to keep
the community informed of fishing is-
sues through his weekly news column
have both become treasured Island
keepsakes. 

Nelson’s contributions to the Derby
are many and have truly had an impact
on the success of the Derby and the
Derby is better today because of his par-
ticipation on the Committee.

Chris Scott
Chris has served and continues to

serve on many non-profit boards as
well as Town of Edgartown committees.
For all his volunteering commitments,
one has the sense that the Derby offers
him the greatest degree of satisfaction
and pride. Chris first came to the Derby
organization more than 25 years ago.
He has served for most of that time on
the Executive Committee, ultimately
settling into his current role as Treas-
urer.  Under his watchful eye, the Derby
has thrived and steadily built financial
capacity to ensure the strength of the
organization and its scholarship pro-
gram. For many years, Chris has shared
his passion for boating and fishing with
his daughter Victoria.  For her and oth-
ers, he has been a true example of good
sportsmanship, honesty, and integrity.
The Derby Hall of Fame is proud to add
an individual of Chris Scott’s character. 

Paul Schultz
 Paul participated in his first Derby in
1962 However, a pivotal moment un-
folded in 1968 when, at the age of 21, he
was drafted into the army and deployed
to Vietnam. Despite grappling with the
challenges of post-traumatic stress dis-
order (PTSD) upon his return in 1970,
Paul displayed unwavering resilience. He
seamlessly resumed his active participa-
tion in the Derby a tradition he has
steadfastly upheld to this day. Paul
served on the Derby Committee from
1981 to 1997. He worked on Chap-
paquiddick for the Trustees of Reserva-
tion from 1991 to 2011.  Paul’s passion
for fishing, extended beyond personal
enjoyment; he became a trailblazing
shore guide, generously passing on his
extensive fishing knowledge to a diverse
spectrum of individuals, extending be-
yond his family to encompass renowned
sportsmen and politicians. Paul would
take people fishing for charity, an exam-
ple of his commitment to giving back to
the community. He volunteered with the
Edgartown Fire Department for 40 years
including working with the Dukes
county Search and Rescue. Paul is a
proud member of the “50 pounder “club.
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Striped Bass & Bluefish Derby

Final  Results 2025

All Tackle Division Awards
First Place

Bonito
boat: ned williams  10.86 lbs.

sHore: JoHn m. tHurgood  9.55 lbs.
BlueFiSh

boat: david c. kadison  19.85 lbs.
sHore: cHris w. Hall  17.71 lbs.

FAlSe AlBAcore
boat: sam bell  18.66 lbs.

sHore: evan Hammond  13.87 lbs.

Second Place
Bonito

boat: micHael kelley  10.20 lbs.
sHore: brody m. valentine  9.47 lbs.

BlueFiSh
boat: matt stedman  19.61 lbs.

sHore: cHris tuccelli  16.96 lbs.
FAlSe AlBAcore

boat: Julian g. pepper  18.35 lbs.
sHore: rudy sanfilippo  13.65 lbs.

third Place
Bonito

boat: saraH l. kadison  10.17 lbs.
sHore: francis e. fisHer  9.04 lbs.

BlueFiSh
boat: cHristopHer morris  19.54 lbs.

sHore: Justin w. poole  16.94 lbs.
FAlSe AlBAcore

boat: zack stedman  17.97 lbs.
sHore: JonatHan kresel  13.41 lbs.

Flyrod Division Awards
First Place

Bonito
boat: tHomas J. rapone  7.99 lbs.

sHore: stepH s. pond  5.48 lbs.
BlueFiSh

boat: robert d. morrison  14.56 lbs.
sHore: adam m. knigHt  4.04 lbs.

FAlSe AlBAcore
boat: tHomas J. rapone  16.28 lbs.

sHore: w. brice contessa  11.56 lbs.
continued top of page

Grand Prize Winner
eastern boat works - sam bell

Flyrod Division Awards
continued

Second Place
Bonito

boat: andrew g. moore  7.84 lbs.
sHore: travis J. lyon  5.11 lbs.

BlueFiSh
boat: tHomas J. rapone  13.52 lbs.

FAlSe AlBAcore
boat: zacHary c. Horrocks  16.26 lbs.
sHore: trevor c. knowles  11.51 lbs.

third Place
Bonito

boat: saraH kadison  6.33 lbs.
sHore: casey r. smitH  5.09 lbs.

BlueFiSh
boat: kevin ludwig  13.08 lbs.

FAlSe AlBAcore
boat: Harley l. stowell  14.50 lbs.

sHore: abe pieciak  11.47 lbs.

Mini Junior Division Awards 
First Place

Bonito
boat: riley gardner  7.23 lbs.

sHore: clifton m. colby  3.89 lbs.
BlueFiSh

boat: tucker scHaefer  19.07 lbs.
FAlSe AlBAcore

boat: tucker scHaefer  14.06 lbs.

Second Place
Bonito

boat: grypHon kurtH  7.17 lbs.
sHore: tHeo cHoquette  3.89 lbs.

BlueFiSh
boat: atlas faHerty  18.45 lbs.

FAlSe AlBAcore
boat: cal stedman  13.69 lbs.

third Place
Bonito

boat: elizabetH rivers. 6.82 lbs.
sHore: isabella m. pacHico  3.59 lbs.

BlueFiSh
boat: cal stedman  16.51 lbs.

FAlSe AlBAcore
boat: atlas faHerty  12.24 lbs.

Derby Record Winning Fish for any overall record fisH caugHt, angler receives $1000.00 casH prize

Bluefish JeanHancock 23 lbs., 4.5 oz. (boat, all tackle, 1972)
cHarlie blair 18.85 lbs. (boat, fly rod, 1984)

Striped Bass dick HatHaway 60 lbs., 2 oz. (sHore, all tackle, 1978)
kib bramHall 42.14 lbs. (sHore, fly rod, 1981)

Bonito Joe w. tHompson 13.10 lbs. (boat, all tackle, 2021)
nelson sigelman 10.81 lbs. (boat, fly rod, 1994)

False Albacore donald mac gillivray 19.39 lbs. (boat, all tackle, 1990)
Jaime boyle 16.38 lbs. (boat, fly rod, 1990)

Weakfish lee welcH 16.90 lbs. (boat, all tackle, 1986)
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Junior Division Awards

Special Awards
The ThoMAS A. MccAuley AwArd – DyLAn KADiSon  

MArThA’S VineyArd SurFcASTerS ASSociATion
SPorTSMAnShiP AwArd

 – JiM CoRnwELL

BeAulieu/loud MeMoriAl AwArd –
LEnny AnD ELi BEFoRD

roBerT “huFF” lAngley MeMoriAl AwArd – 
FRAnCiS FiShER

cuTler Bike ShoP AwArd – ChRiSTiAn FiShER (BoAT) ; 
ELi BEFoRD (ShoRE) 

dAVid Furino MeMoriAl AwArD – ALEx AnD
LuKE BETTEnCouRT

JAred FiSher MeMoriAl AwArD – JoCiE SMiTh

“BoniTo” ed lePore MeMoriAl AwArD – 
ToM RAponE

wAlTer MorriSon MeMoriAl AwArd – AyLA JACoBS

roBerTo gerMAni MeMoriAl cATch And releASe
AwArdS – FLyRoD FALSE ALBACoRE – DAviD RiMMER
ALL TACKLE FALSE ALBACoRE – AnDy vAn RooyEn

FLyRoD BoniTo – pATRiCK CARSon
ALL TACKLE BoniTo – ELiZABETh o’BRiEn

FLyRoD BLuEFiSh: n/A
ALL TACKLE BLuEFiSh – AnnA JACoBS

AlBieS, BlueS And BoneS AwArd –
BoniTo: JACKSon J. MunSon

FALSE ALBACoRE: LiAM C. wELCh
BLuEFiSh: no AwARD

DERBy SpECiAL AwARDS DESCRiBED on pAgE 129.

First Place
BoniTo

BoAT: CoLTon STEDMAn  8.91 LBS.
ShoRE: CALvin J. DAviS  5.10 LBS.

BlueFiSh
BoAT: ChRiSTiAn E. FiShER  19.04 LBS.
ShoRE: ChRiSTiAn E. FiShER  11.78 LBS.

FAlSe AlBAcore
BoAT: LiAM M. KEEnE  17.20 LBS.

ShoRE: ELi BEFoRD  10.67 LBS.

Second Place
BoniTo

BoAT: LiAM M. KEEnE  8.69 LBS.
ShoRE: ELi BEFoRD  4.84 LBS.

BlueFiSh
BoAT: JoCiE L. SMiTh  18.80 LBS.

ShoRE: ELi BEFoRD  5.23 LBS.
FAlSe AlBAcore

BoAT: ChRiSTiAn E. FiShER 16.69 LBS.
ShoRE: oTTo KARBE  8.11 LBS. 

Third Place
BoniTo

BoAT: ChRiSTiAn E. FiShER  8.38 LBS.
ShoRE: MiCA ZoREF  4.80 LBS.

BlueFiSh
BoAT: huDSon R. SMiTh  18.71 LBS.

FAlSe AlBAcore
BoAT: JoCiE L. SMiTh  16.15 LBS.

Senior Awards
AlwArdT AwArd (bluefish)

Boat: David C. Kadison 19.85 lbs.
Shore: Robert L. pistorino 15.71 lbs.

SPoFFord AwArd (bonito)
Boat:  David C. Kadison  9.98 lbs.
Shore: Francis E. Fisher  9.04 lbs.

leonArd AwArd (false albacore)
Boat: David C. Kadison  17.63 lbs.
Shore: Steven J. wood  11.24 lbs.

Team Winners
BoAT
1ST: BLuEwATER (MATT STEDMAn, ZACK STEDMAn) 91.46 LBS.
2nD: RAT BonES (DAviD KADiSon, JoSEph ThoMpSon) 88.56 LBS.
3RD: BACon Egg n ChEESE DoCK STREET (CuRTiS FouRniER, 

DonALD o'ShAughnESSy) 85.25 LBS.

Shore
1ST: TunA MELTDown

(RuDy SAnFiLippo, John ThuRgooD) 62.92 LBS.
2nD: SquiD SquAD (TiMoThy SCoTT, LuCAS BREwER) 62.58LBS.
3RD: KRESEL BoyS (JonAThAn KRESEL, JoShuA KRESEL) 58.94 LBS.

Triple Crown Winners
Boat - All Tackle

First Place - David C. Kadison  47.46 lbs.
Second Place - Zack Stedman  46.57 lbs.
Third Place - Matt Stedman  44.89 lbs.

Boat - Flyrod
First Place - Thomas J. Rapone  37.79 lbs.

Second Place - Robert D. Morrison  34.04 lbs.
Third Place - Sarah Kadison  33.07 lbs.

Shore - All Tackle
First Place - Joshua Kresel  34.08 lbs

Second Place - Timothy J. Scott  34.07 lbs.
Third Place - John M. Thurgood  33.39 lbs.

Shore Flyrod
First Place - Adam M. Knight  17.54 lbs.

Junior Boat
First Place - Christian E. Fisher  44.11 lbs.
Second Place - Jocie L. Smith  43.3 lbs.
Third Place - Latham Kurth  39.03 lbs.

Junior Shore
First Place - Eli Beford  20.74 lbs.

Mini Junior Boat
First Place - Tucker Schaefer  39.16 lbs.
Second Place - Cal Stedman  36.61 lbs.
Third Place - Atlas Faherty  35.53 lbs.
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Derby Grand Leaders
Lbs. Oz.

1946 Bass Gordon Pitman, new York, nY 47  0
1947 Bass GeorGe marshall, VineYard haVen 45 13
1948 Bass al doYle, edGartown 42 14

Bluefish henrY B. hartleY, Boston, ma 4 06
1949 Bass GeorGe marshall, VineYard haVen 46 14.5

Bluefish ralPh estes, west tisBurY 5 06
1950 Bass Frank drake, VineYard haVen 40 14

Bluefish wallace Pinkham, VineYard haVen 5 15
1951 Bass Freeman caswell, attleBoro, ma 43 5

Bluefish PhiliP silVa, oak BluFFs 6 10.5
1952 Bass John o. sYlVia, oak BluFFs 48 1
1953 Bass James walPole, edGartown 51 11
1954 Bass wallace Pinkham, VineYard haVen 55 9.5

Bluefish walter lYko, dorchester, ma 9 5.5
1955 Bass louise de somoV, hamPton BaY, nY 43 14

Bluefish ed liVinGston, new BedFord, ma 11 9.5
1956 Bass dick hathawaY, edGartown 52 9

Bluefish walter lYko, new BedFord, ma 12 11.5
1957  Bass ralPh Grant, edGartown 47 8

Bluefish arthur e. rodGers, VineYard haVen 17 12.5
1958 Bass oscar Flanders, chilmark 51 11

Bluefish william e. Blake, melrose, ma 14 6
1959 Bass anton Van Breeman, medFord, ma 50 12.5

Bluefish les heBBlewhite, so. Boston, ma 16 10
1960 Bass PhiliP Baron, wollaston, ma 45 9

Bluefish alBert keinBerG, edGartown 17 10
1961 Bass adam kurPat, new York, nY 51 14

Bluefish roGer titus, so. dartmouth, ma 16 11
1962 Bass harold BenwaY, VineYard haVen 52 4

Bluefish michael PaGano, new BedFord, ma 11 11.5
1963 Bass serGe de somoV, hamPton BaY, nY 52 13

Bluefish Frank Valois, FarGo, nd 12 10
1964 Bass serGe de somoV, hamPton BaY, nY 54 14

Bluefish GeorGe hamPson, no. Falmouth, ma 12 13.5
1965 Bass serGe de somoV, hamPton BaY, nY 49 10

Bluefish richard hathawaY, edGartown 15 2.5
1966 Bass edward souza, lowell, ma 53 15

Bluefish richard hathawaY, edGartown 16 10
1967 Bass Fred kiener, VineYard haVen 52 6

Bluefish arnold carr, teaticket, ma 16 11.5
1968 Bass roBert rose, oak BluFFs 48 6

Bluefish madison alwardt, oak BluFFs 17 15.5
1969 Bass serGe de somoV, hamPton BaY, nY 51 6

Bluefish douGlas GinGras, VineYard haVen 18 11
1970 Bass Gordon linGBerG, FairhaVen, ma 42 10

Bluefish GladYs Flanders, chilmark 19 14
1971 Bass alBion alleY, west tisBurY 49 12

Bluefish Frank simmons, oak BluFFs 21 10
1972 Bass waYne iacono, VineYard haVen 56 9

Bluefish Jean hancock, chilmark 23 4.5*
1973 Bass roBert Black, somerVille, ma 54 7.5

Bluefish Freeman willouGhBY, edGartown 19 9
1974 Bass raYmond metcalF, edGartown 51 14

Bluefish waYne coutinho, oak BluFFs 19 6
1975 Bass roGer sYlVa, west tisBurY 53 14

Bluefish keVin Peters, oak BluFFs 18 9
1976 Bass rick connell, VineYard haVen 48 0

Bluefish dick cudmore, w. BridGewater, ma 19 6
1977 Bass al doYle, edGartown 56 6

Bluefish keVin hall, VineYard haVen 20 3
1978 Bass dick hathawaY, edGartown 60 2*

Bluefish GarY lewis 17 9
1979 Bass dick hathawaY, edGartown 55 3

Bluefish Bernie arruda, edGartown 19 0
1980 Bass Francis Bernard, oak BluFFs 49 5

Bluefish lee welch, edGartown 20 0**
1981 Bass richard landon, new haVen, ct 56.14

Bluefish eric Pachico, VineYard haVen 20.10
Weakfish daVe PerrY sr., attleBoro, ma 14.19
Bonito kiB Bramhall, west tisBurY 10.69
little tunny John waters, hamilton, ma 13.37

1982 Bass thomas Bassett, edGartown 46.77
Bluefish JerrY morencY, south dartmouth, ma 18.32
Weakfish leonard reid, west tisBurY 13.26
Bonito dennis sanidas, Falmouth, ma 9.43
little tunny stan PoPowitz, edGartown 14.25

1983 Bass steVe morris, oak BluFFs 49.96
Bluefish daVid walton, new BedFord, ma 20.76
Weakfish earl stYPulkowski, edGartown 14.16
Bonito roBin hYde, chilmark 9.14
little tunny charles witham Jr., GaY head 15.36

1984 Bass Jack coutinho, VineYard haVen 48.75
Bluefish stanleY tomkiewicz, achusnet, ma 20.5
Weakfish Bill smith, PemBroke, ma 13.55
Bonito sean o’conner, GaY head 9.80
little tunny arthur winters, edGartown 13.40

1985 Bluefish (Boat) daVidwalton, new BedFord, ma 19.20**
Bonito (Boat) stan Brown & douG kudraVetz (tie) 9.00
alBacore (shore) harVeY kausel, slinGerlands, nY 19.15
Weakfish (Boat) sonnY Beaulieu, oak BluFFs 16.50

1986 Bluefish (Boat) Bill uniatowski, oak BluFFs 19.40**
Bonito (Boat) GeorGe kudraVetz, alexandria, Va 10.95
alBacore (shore) keVin hall, west tisBurY 15.60
Weakfish (Boat) lee welch, edGartown 16.90*

1987 Bonito (Boat) cooPer Gilkes iii, edGartown 10.19**
Bluefish (Boat) amY musia, eVansVille, in 17.16
alBacore (Boat) keith lewis, VineYard haVen 13.45

1988 alBacore (shore) roGer Beach, edGartown 15.40**
(Boat) Pat drouin, edGartown 15.92

Bluefish (shore) chris macdonald, needham, ma 15.53
(Boat) scott terrY, west tisBurY 17.41

Bonito (shore) Paul BerGeron, oak BluFFs 8.97
(Boat) Peter Barone, weYmouth, ma 10.84

1989 alBacore (shore) roBert GraVes, oak BluFFs 14.09
(Boat) Joel GraVes, oak BluFFs 15.90

Bluefish (shore) serGio radossi, ridGeField Park, nJ 16.07
(Boat) michele roGers, edGartown 15.92

Bonito (shore) curtis hoPPs, VineYard haVen 9.89**
(Boat) kiB Bramhall, west tisBurY 10.58

1990 alBacore (shore) BoB PerrY, BridGewater, ma 14.48**
(Boat) don macGilliVraY, VineYard haVen 19.39*

Bluefish (shore) daVid hearn, BurlinGton, ma 18.28
(Boat) michele roGers, edGartown 18.81

Bonito (shore) BenJamin BarBee, weYmouth, ma 9.58
(Boat) BrYan aBrahamson, oak BluFFs 11.22

1991 alBacore (shore) martin s. Fox, millBurn, nJ 16.89
(Boat) John noVak, marshField, ma 17.67

Bluefish (shore) matt PerrY, VineYard haVen 15.85
(Boat) scott h. terrY, west tisBurY 18.50**

Bonito (shore) steVe dowler, oak BluFFs 9.62
(Boat) scott h. terrY, west tisBurY 9.27

1992 alBacore (shore) roBert d. wilcoxon 13.00
(Boat) dominGo canha 14.23

Bluefish (shore) larrY a. mercier 17.35
(Boat) ernest l. daman 16.77**

Bonito (shore) mark F. BudreskY 9.92
(Boat) carlos t. Bartholomeu 10.43

1993 alBacore (shore) roBert milne 13.46
(Boat) marilYn scheerBaum 13.62**

Bass (shore) Buck martin 54.74
(Boat) aaron corsetti 46.86

Bluefish (shore) michael tinus 17.08
(Boat) earl Peters 18.04

Bonito (shore) daVid desmarais 9.87
(Boat) don macGilliVraY  10.50

1994 alBacore (shore) daVid VerGara 12.99
(Boat) thomas Goodale 15.20

Bass (shore) richard morris 54.48
(Boat) donna naGle 53.52

Bluefish (shore) daniel BrYant 16.56
(Boat) matt lakso 17.26

Bonito (shore) daVe desmarais 10.43
(Boat) GarY look 12.44**

1995 alBacore (shore) eric Brown 13.15**
(Boat) mark e. drinkwater 12.01

Bass (shore) mike alwardt 57.82
(Boat) Frank t. douGhertY 50.42

Bluefish (shore) lori Vanderlaske (FlY rod) 18.69
(Boat) edwin Gentle iii 20.08

Bonito (shore) Bill ashak 7.96
(Boat) steVenwood 9.12

1996 alBacore (shore) PhiliP B. willouGhBY 11.68**
(Boat) arthur n. Vose 11.97

Bass (shore) mark Plante 47.37
(Boat) Frank nuoVo 49.11

Bluefish (shore) dennis williams 18.47
(Boat) donald Ballou 18.80

Bonito (shore) John liVinGston 9.42
(Boat) PerrY c. amBulos 10.14

1997 alBacore (shore) ken aBBott 15.38
(Boat) PhiliP loFGren 13.26

Bass (shore) dick hathawaY 50.75
(Boat) dick t. leeson 40.62

Bluefish (shore) andre leVesque 18.97
(Boat) Vladimir smirnoV 18.40

From 1946 to 1984, with the exception of 1980, the fisherman
catching the largest striped bass was the grand prize winner. (digital) Lbs.
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1997 Bonito (shore) stanley PoPowitz 9.49**
(boat) JosePh Canha 9.97

1998 AlBAcore (shore) adam rose 12.09
(boat)walter s. wlodyka 14.99

BAss (shore) sCott JadoviCh 43.71**
(boat) donaldwiddiss 52.41

Bluefish (shore) abramwilliams 20.58
(boat) Fred Collins 16.54

Bonito (shore) bernie arruda 7.88
1999 AlBAcore (shore) dave desmarais 14.30

(boat) levwlodyka 12.05
BAss (shore)william debettenCourt 42.27

(boat) Jen Clarke 44.08
Bluefish (shore) Paul b. sChultz 14.92

(boat) John Cowart 17.31
Bonito (shore) david desmarais 10.33**

(boat) robert moCarski 10.77
2000 AlBAcore (shore) david skok 12.96

(boat) John sChillinger 12.67
BAss (shore) stePhen morris 41.78

(boat) levwlodyka 52.32
Bluefish (shore) kevin hearn 14.57

(boat) Joe uva 19.18
Bonito (shore) eriC r. wolFe 7.11

(boat) mark Plante 10.37**
2001 AlBAcore (shore) davidw. skok 12.97**

(boat) miChael d. henry 9.81
BAss (shore) dan t. PribaniC 44.96

(boat) levwlodyka 44.14
Bluefish (shore) JaCk m. livingston 15.26

(boat) karen a. kukoliCh 16.78
Bonito (shore) rob morrison 7.36

(boat) robert h. Clay 8.89
2002 AlBAcore (shore) bob w. iwaskiewiCz 12.93**

(boat)walter s. wlodyka 11.63
BAss (shore) lev C. wlodyka 39.96

(boat) CaPt. buddy vanderhooP 53.60
Bluefish (shore) daniel J. geary 15.69

(boat) ross moranCie 14.96
Bonito (shore) James C. Cornwell 9.27

(boat) lev C. wlodyka 10.89**
2003 AlBAcore (shore) marshall h. brereton 14.42

(boat) terry w. horroCks 13.28
BAss (shore) miChael alwardt 42.12

(boat) Chris m. harding 46.26
Bluefish (shore) thomas J. kieras 15.27**

(boat) niCkw. Peters 14.58
Bonito (shore) andrew J. sCheriFF 8.12

(boat) stanley w. brown 10.25**
2004 AlBAcore (shore) robert w. thomas 12.48**

(boat) david C. kadison 12.37
BAss (shore) keith a. mCart 42.46

(boat)william F. lehman 47.62
Bluefish (shore) daniel J. benedetto 15.40

(boat)williamw. Farnham 15.17
Bonito (shore) betsy J. miraglia 8.75

(boat) tom langman 10.13**
2005 AlBAcore (shore) dennis r. gough 16.71

(boat) keith m. ogren 14.19**
BAss (shore) leo b. leCuyer 45.18**

(boat) molly FisCher 49.22
Bluefish (shore) ronald g. sullivan 13.70

(boat) John d. smith 15.95
Bonito (shore) bernie b. arruda 9.53

(boat) Jared d. maCkenzie 10.38
2006 AlBAcore  (shore) riChard n. hall 14.63

(boat) geoFF k. Codding 13.25**
BAss (shore) leo b. leCuyer 40.19

(boat) david C. hearn 43.86
Bluefish (shore)william a. Pate 13.87**

(boat) FranCis Fisher 17.36
Bonito (shore) don s. sexton 9.84

(boat) JosePh P. Canha 11.42
2007 AlBAcore  (shore) Clark m. goFF, Jr. 15.86

(boat) sandy e. Fisher 15.33
BAss (shore) zaChary k. tilton 40.61

(boat) zeb tilton 56.51
Bluefish (shore) Chris a. morris 11.70**

(boat) bruCe l. mCintosh 14.62
Bonito (shore) dennis r. gough 7.77

(boat) geoFF k. Codding 9.14**
2008 AlBAcore (shore) James C. Cornwell 11.55

(boat)william a. Pate 11.44**
BAss (shore) sCott d. tomkins 40.12

(boat) lev C. wlodyka 46.82

Bluefish (shore) Curtis J. Farrell 15.55
(boat) alPhonsus d. simmons 16.12

Bonito (shore) Jared stobie 7.22
(boat) Paul C. harris 10.75**

2009 AlBAcore (shore) keith mCart 16.55
(boat)william a. Pate 12.66**

BAss (shore) ryan kurth 34.10
(boat) stePhen Pietruska 44.68

Bluefish (shore) Peter shePardson 13.81
(boat) henry Fauteux 14.04

Bonito (shore) miChael seeger 7.99**
(boat)wyatt Jenkinson 9.71

2010 AlBAcore (shore) hayden l. boullie 14.33
(boat) terry horroCks 14.22

BAss (shore) Paul P. stamos 31.87
(boat) miChael a. Paone 37.60**

Bluefish (shore) roger a. sChaeFer 13.27**
(boat) estey l. teller 16.29

Bonito (shore) dave desmarais 8.35
(boat)wilz a. moreis 10.39

2011 AlBAcore (shore) alexander bettenCourt 15.38
(boat) Jaemon gillies 14.77

BAss (shore) steve Pierson 34.92
(boat) riChard Penney 46.15 **

Bluefish (shore) stePhen morris 14.86**
(boat) Charles ogletree 15.50

Bonito (shore) Pedro guzman 7.39
(boat) domingo Canha 9.79

2012 AlBAcore (shore) PatriCk t. Jenkinson 12.75
(boat) mogan t. taylor 13.22

BAss (shore) tony h. rezendes, Jr. 32.12
(boat) stePhen J. Pietruska 44.40

Bluefish (shore) robert J. boyhan 15.39**
(boat) adam Cummings 16.06**

Bonito (shore) Julian g. PePPer 8.22
(boat) andrew m. wheeler 10.29

2013 AlBAcore (shore) bill r. hansen 13.10
(boat) sam t. bell 13.24**

BAss (shore) Jena-lynn beauregard 34.63**
(boat) stePhen J. Pietruska 39.94

Bluefish (shore) ralPh J. PeCkham 15.18
(boat) daniel hiemer 19.69

Bonito (shore) CooPer a. gilkes 6.58
(boat) bob h. Clay 11.49

2014 AlBAcore (shore) mary ann angelone 14.65
(boat) masonwarburton 13.17

BAss (shore) Creanga Cosmin 38.63
(boat) vinny iaCono 39.77

Bluefish (shore) miChael mulCahy 15.20**
(boat) Preston butler 15.00**

Bonito (shore) sebastian keeFe 7.87
(boat) norman bouChard 10.47

2015 AlBAcore (shore) donald r. siCard 13.10
(boat) Fred hoFFman 14.22

BAss (shore) miles whyte 37.95**
(boat) stePhen J. Pietruska 41.98**

Bluefish (shore) karen a altieri 15.65
(boat) Clinton a. Fisher 17.87

Bonito (shore) timothy J. sCott 8.99
(boat) rob e. Coad 11.32

2016 AlBAcore (shore) donald F. o’shaughnessey, Jr. 10.79
(boat) louis m. kerr 10.04**

BAss (shore) kevin P. o’Farrell 36.53
(boat) miChael CaPen 39.69

Bluefish (shore) evan hammond 15.11**
(boat) ed amaral 17.83**

Bonito (shore) miChael d. ludwig  5.66
(boat) tommy s. reynolds  9.78

2017 AlBAcore (shore) Casey elliston 12.56
(boat) trish lyman 12.23**

BAss (shore) John C. stasiuk 29.61**
(boat) stePhen b. hansel 51.05

Bluefish (shore) robert bottary 16.70
(boat) masonwarburton 18.81

Bonito (shore) mark CamPos 8.57
(boat) steve J. baCCelli 10.80

2018 AlBAcore (shore) ken w. zaiatz 12.85 
(boat) gary r. look 15.75 

BAss (shore) ollie P. beCker 37.69
(boat) stePhen J. Pietruska 39.20 

Bluefish (shore) Paul t. hoFFman 13.08**
(boat) david C. kadison 18.49 **

Bonito (shore) stePhen k. sawyer, Jr. 6.76
(boat) raymond Cabot 11.75 

Grand Derby Leaders continued on next page

(digital) Lbs. (digital) Lbs.
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81st Martha’s Vineyard • 2026

Striped Bass & Bluefish Derby

Junior Division Winners
fAlse AlbAcore

1991 (Boat) niCKwarBurton 9.59
(Shore) tony B. JaCKSon 13.09*

1992 (Boat) Lev wLodyKa 10.96
(Shore) miLeS whyte 11.44

1993 (Boat) niCK warBurton 9.59
(Shore) Kevin LudwiG 11.02

1994 (Boat) Liam BaSSett  8.68
(Shore) miLeS whyte 9.66

1995 (Boat) Jared fiSher 9.45
(Shore) zaChary C. horroCKS 8.67

1996 (Boat) wiLLy CoddinG 9.63
(Shore) zaChary C. horroCKS 8.21

1997 (Boat) Jared e. fiSher 9.44
(Shore) amy v. BayneS 9.79

1998 (Boat) JoShua aLwardt 6.78
(Shore) trevor wriGht 9.87

1999 (Boat) Cody paChiCo 7.85
(Shore) Brian haCKett 11.69

2000 (Shore) zaCh Shea 7.47
2001 (Boat) Lauren a.wiLLiSton 8.18
2002 (Boat) Sarah L. KadiSon 9.10

(Shore) antone t. SiLvia 9.10
2003 (Boat) d. J. pothier  9.89

(Shore) Cody a. paChiCo 9.14
2004 (Boat) wiLLiam C. KadiSon 11.25

(Shore) SCott Canavan 8.96
2005 (Boat) Sarah L. KadiSon 11.27

(Shore) aLex m. pooLe 9.75
2006 (Boat) wiLLiam C. KadiSon 9.48

(Shore) Quint r. LonG 6.56
2007 (Boat) JaCoB S.waterS-maCieL 10.83

(Shore) Conor J. Smith 10.56
2008 (Boat) niCK L.wattS 9.99

(Shore) CurtiS J. farreLL 7.81
2009 (Boat) Bryan Carter 12.39*

(Shore) CurtiS J. farreLL 10.96
2010 (Boat) CaeLan K.wattS 10.54

(Shore) tony p. Canha 12.37
2011 (Boat) Katherine G. o’Brien 11.48

(Shore) Jeremey p. merCier 9.80
2012 (Boat) dyLan C. KadiSon 9.28

(Shore) hunter B. ponte 7.93
2013 (Boat) miChaeLa Benefit 9.96

(Shore) Bennett J. maCdouGaLL 11.38
2014 (Boat) Bennett J. maCdouGaLL 11.01

(Shore) Quinn Keefe 8.85

2015 (Boat) emmett athearn 9.36
(Shore) Leah m. wareinG 8.77

2016 (Boat) dyLan C. KadiSon 11.77
(Shore) weStLey L.wLodyKa 7.96

2017 (Boat) teGan m. fenner 12.00
(Shore) ty noLon 9.41

2018 (Shore) LindSay e. hiLLemeir 8.31
(Boat) weStLey L.wLodyKa 10.40

2019 (Shore) LindSay e. hiLLemeir 7.92 
(Boat) weStLey L. wLodyKa 12.96

2020 (Boat) Lathrop J. Keene 10.71 
(Shore)  aiden r. oLSen 8.96 

2021 (Boat) teddy roSBeCK 12.38 
(Shore) ezra mCGinLey-Smith  8.71 

2022 (Boat) CuyLer G. fiSher 14.38
(Shore) Lathrop J. Keene 10.96

2023 (Shore) maCaLLan J. moran 10.54 
    (Boat) ChriStian e. fiSher 13.30 
2024 (Shore) Cameron a. LaviGne  8.57

(Boat) LuKe Burr  15.86

striped bAss
1994 (Boat) dereCK peterSon 38.72

(Shore) woLfie BLair 36.59*
1995 (Boat) Jennifer Jordan 35.95

(Shore) JoShuaaLwardt 27.63
1996 (Boat) miChaeL paChiCo 34.42

(Shore) ryan pierCe 27.98
1997 (Boat) miChaeL paChiCo 34.42

(Shore) ChriS poLLeyS 35.22
1998 (Boat) Joe heGarty 35.23

(Shore) tim Sauer 29.98
1999 (Boat) Cody t. ChandLer 33.60

(Shore) JoShua aLwardt 35.90
2000 (Boat) CaSey eLLiSton 31.94

(Shore) eLi BonneLL 28.65
2001 (Boat) BeCCa L.weBB 33.14

(Shore) tim J. Sauer 27.04
2002 (Boat) max CroCKett 29.75

(Shore) emiLyanne a. wiLLiSton 35.34
2003 (Boat) annie C. finnerty 40.52

(Shore) Leah h. paChiCo 36.08
2004 (Boat) aShLeiGh L. pLante 39.08

(Shore) wiLLiam B. Stewart 26.29
2005 (Boat) moLLy a. fiSCher 49.22*

(Shore) andrew JaCKSon 25.81

2006 (Boat) JuStin d. Smith 32.69
(Shore) emiLyanne a. wiLLiSton 23.82

2007 (Boat) daLe e. mCintoSh, ii 35.92
(Shore) wiLLiam B. Stewart 23.71

2008 (Boat) wiLLiam C. KadiSon 40.98
(Shore) wiLLiam B. Stewart 23.11

2009 (Boat) tyLer K. dufreSne 28.04
(Shore) Brandon a. SteiGeLman 17.88

2010 (Boat) Giovanni m. paone 27.22
(Shore) maGGie a. mayhew 17.63

2011 (Boat) LuKe eL-deiry 32.14
(Shore) CurtiS J. fournier 20.29

2012 (Boat) Brendan r. morriS 23.78
(Shore) matthew t. BarBer 17.06

2013 (Boat) dyLan C. KadiSon 27.57
(Shore) emma a. toomey 21.20

2014 (Boat) dyLan C. KadiSon 29.36
(Shore) maCoL oLiveira 24.76

2015 (Boat) Brendan r.morriS 26.50
(Shore) CoLBy zarBa 19.49

2016 (Boat) maSon warBurton 24.45
(Shore) riLey Cameron 16.16

2017 (Boat) BrooKS B. CarroLL 23.72
(Shore) JaKe SCott 27.29

2018 (Shore) Leah m. wareinG 21.77 
(Boat) maSon warBurton 25.25 

2019 (Boat) maSon warBurton 37.58 

bonito
1991 (Boat) ryan weLCh 7.45

(Shore) Lev wLodyKa 8.55*
1992 (Boat) morGan ChiLd 8.96

(Shore) Geoffery CoddinG 8.24
1993 (Boat) niCK warBurton 10.48*

(Shore) Lev wLodyKa 8.05
1994 (Boat) miChaeL BroCCoLLi 10.28

(Shore) BenJamin BarBee 8.04
1995 (Boat) tyrone BarLoSKy 7.48

(Shore) tom rapone 5.71
1996 (Boat) ted BLaCKanton 6.72
1997 (Boat) Brian pouLiot 8.55
1998 (Boat) woLfe BLair 6.14

(Shore) Cody Brewer 5.86
1999 (Boat) Sam BeLL 6.83

(Shore) tim Sauer 8.66
2000 (Boat) CaSey eLLiSton 10.07

(Shore) tim Sauer 4.58

SinCe itS inCeption in 1991 thru 2024 • 2025 winnerS are on paGe 31.

* Junior reCord

2019 AlbAcore (Shore) Shawn a. emin 12.13**
(Boat) iSaiah L. SCheffer 10.06 

bluefish (Shore) roBert Bottary 12.17
(Boat) dyLan C. KadiSon 17.49 

bonito (Shore)LewiS C. CoLBy 6.43 
(Boat) GreG G. CLarK 11.62

2020 AlbAcore (Boat) Stephen w. LuCe 11.40
(Shore) rudy S. SanfiLippo  13.70

bluefish (Boat) ChriStopher BeLezoS 17.86 
(Shore) peter C. ShepardSon 12.98

bonito (Boat) GreG G. CLarK  12.34**
(Shore) John thurGood  10.48 

2021 AlbAcore (Boat) david C. KadiSon 14.76
(Shore) Kathi m. paGoda  12.31

bluefish (Boat) riChard wood 20.11 
(Shore) zaChary maGid 16.65**

bonito (Boat) Joe w. thompSon 13.10*
(Shore) Gavin Smith 8.43 

2022 AlbAcore (Boat) marK Leonard 19.21
(Shore) matt Strem  14.67

bluefish (Boat) eLizaBeth S. o’Brien 16.41**
(Shore) peter heSS 16.15

bonito (Boat) peter CraBtree 10.60
(Shore) marK CampoS 10.02

2023 AlbAcore (Shore) JoSeph t. CefaLo 14.67
    (Boat) BiLL potter 19.21 

bluefish (Shore) JuStuS Conant 16.15 
    (Boat) eLizaBeth S. o'Brien 16.41

bonito (Shore) riCK zappaLa 10.02 
    (Boat) david C. KadiSon 10.60 **
2024 AlbAcore (Boat) paiGe Smith  17.12

(Shore)  JaCoB a. Cardoza  14.84
bluefish (Boat) niCK Smith  18.37

(Shore) Brad hoLLey  15.85
bonito (Boat) CurtiS J. fournier  11.22

(Shore)  CarmeLo torreS  8.13***

the 2025 GrAnd leAders cAn be found on pAGe 30.

Derby Grand Leaders Continued

(digital) Lbs. (digital) Lbs.
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The true grand prizes in the Martha’s Vineyard
Striped Bass and Bluefish Derby are the
scholarships that students receive to pursue
college education.  Since starting in 1987, the
Derby scholarships now total over $640,000.  
100 students have been awarded these
scholarships.  The Derby Committee is proud of
this core mission of the organization, and now
offers an opportunity to others looking to
support the Derby and recognize its importance
to families and friends.

Individuals looking for a way to recognize and
honor family members or friends may make
annual contributions to the Derby Scholarship
Program, in their names.  The individuals’ names
will appear in this space in the Souvenir Booklet.   
Such contributions ($100 minimum) will be part

of the Derby Scholarship, Honoring Family and
Friends, which will be presented each June at
Class Night, when scholarships are awarded to
graduating seniors from the Martha’s Vineyard
Regional High School.

To make this contribution to the Derby Scholarship, 
Honoring Family and Friends:

nMail a check ($100 minimum, payable to
“MV Derby”) to Chris Scott, Derby Treasurer,
PO Box 2101, Edgartown, MA 02539 no
later than June 1, 2022

n Include a note stating the name of the
individual the contribution honors (please
specify if it is in memoriam)

Thank you for your consideration

Honoring Family and Friends by Supporting 
the Derby Scholarship Program

The true grand prizes in the
Martha’s Vineyard Striped Bass
and Bluefish Derby are the
scholarships that students
receive to pursue higher
education. In an effort to
support this core mission the
Derby established the
‘Honoring Family and Friends’
program. This program
provides individuals, families, or
groups with an opportunity to
make contributions to the
scholarship program in
memory of individuals for
whom the Derby was an
important annual event.  

The Derby Committee wishes
to acknowledge and thank the
families and individuals who
have made contributions to the
Derby Scholarship program in
memory of the following
fisherman 

n  Justus P. Conant
n  Lucy Cox
n  Robert J . Boyhan 
n  Janet Messineo
n  Don Mohr

To make this contribution to the
Derby Scholarship, Honoring

Family and Friends:

nMail a check ($100
minimum, payable to “MV
Derby”) to Chris Reed,
Derby Treasurer, PO Box
2101, Edgartown, MA
02539 no later than 
June 1, 2027

n Include a note stating the
name of the individual the
contribution honors
(please specify if it is in
memoriam)

Thank you for your consideration

Honoring Family and Friends by Supporting
the Derby Scholarship Program

2001 (boat) Spencer a. SaSS 6.83
2002 (boat) Sarah L. KadiSon 5.86
2003 (boat) d. J. pothier 9.04
2004 (boat) KaSSidy r. bettencourt 6.42
2005 (boat) eric K. riedeL 8.11
2006 (boat) WiLLiam c. KadiSon  6.96
2007 (boat) WiLLiam c. KadiSon 7.35
2008 (boat) Sarah J. WiLLiSton 8.24
2009 (boat) Wyatt a. JenKinSon 9.71

(Shore) evandro medici, Jr. 4.45
2010 (boat) GuS n. hoy 7.33
2011 (boat) Wyatt a. JenKinSon 7.78
2012 (boat) chriStopher a. mayheW 8.32

(Shore) tommy White 7.65
2013 (boat) eLizabeth S. o’brien 9.05
2014 (boat) dyLan c. KadiSon 9.17
2015 (boat) Quinn c. Keefe 8.40
2016 (boat) zaK potter 8.17
2017 (boat) voLKert KLeeman 8.79
2018 (Shore) anthony hern 3.94

(boat) maSon Warburton 10.23 
2019 (Shore) SeamuS p. mcKeon 4.01 

(boat) aubrey Warburton 8.08 
2020 (Shore) Grey W. Graham  5.90

(boat) eLizabeth r. thompSon 11.68
2021 (boat) eLizabeth r. thompSon 11.68

(Shore) maSon Warburton 4.49
2022 (boat) eLi beford 10.46

(Shore) Lathrop J. Keene 5.00
2023 (Shore) corricK SLavin 4.92 
    (boat) nathan J. rezendeS 8.78 
2024 (Shore) teGan r. pepper  5.98

(boat) hudSon Smith  8.40

Bluefish
1991 (boat) ryan pierce 16.24

(Shore) franciS fiSher 13.67
1992 (boat) JoSeph peterS 16.17

(Shore) Garrett WoJtuKieWicz 13.34
1993 (boat) Lev WLodyKa 16.17

(Shore) miLeS Whyte 11.44
1994 (boat) ryan pierce 16.66

(Shore) Sharon oh 10.07
1995 (boat) ryan pierce 17.54

(Shore) Steven coStaS 15.13
1996 (boat) roSS mcdoWeLL 14.19

(Shore) eLi J. bonneLL 13.66
1997 (boat) chriS StefanoS 14.41

(Shore) tim J. Luce 12.37
1998 (boat) marc LeveSQue 15.57

(Shore) Shana monteSion 8.29
1999 (boat) niKoLaS pappaStratiS 13.46

(Shore) oLLie becKer 10.28
2000 (boat) tayLor pierce 19.05*

(Shore) cody breWer 11.82
2001 (boat) d. J. pothier 15.14

(Shore) JacK c. StephenSon 5.51
2002 (boat) cody J. breWer 14.38

(Shore) aSa p. bernard 10.56
2003 (boat) Lauren a.WiLLiSton 13.60

(Shore) michaeL e. robinSon 10.23
2004 (boat) KaSSidy r. bettencourt 12.72

(Shore) Lucy benedetto  9.77
2005 (boat) JeSSe L. thomaS 11.82

(Shore) mia G. benedetto 11.61
2006 (boat) emiLyanne a. WiLLiSton 13.12

(Shore) chriS a.morriS 9.66
2007 (boat) WiLLiam c. KadiSon 14.31

(Shore) chriS morriS 11.70

2008 (boat) WiLLiam c. KadiSon 14.25
(Shore) curtiS J. farreLL 15.55*

2009 (boat) aLec b. cobban 12.66
(Shore) Jeffrey S. cimeno, Jr. 10.55

2010 (boat) victoria t. Scott 14.77
(Shore) JacK G. murray 11.20

2011 (boat) michaeL b. habeKoSt 13.57
(Shore) brendan r. morriS 11.33

2012 (boat) cheSca potter 14.59
(Shore) michaeL J. GibSon 11.27

2013 (boat) dyLan c. KadiSon 12.60
(Shore) emma a. toomey 14.18

2014 (boat) brendan r. morriS 13.51
(Shore) abiGaiL e. o’conneLL 9.37

2015 (boat) victoria t. Scott 15.36
(Shore) JacK a. o’conneLL 10.11

2016 (boat) SeamuS p.mcKeon 15.45
(Shore) riLey cameron 11.83

2017 (boat) maSon Warburton 18.81
(Shore) JacK a. o’conneLL 9.48

2018 (Shore) maya tomKinS 5.94
(boat) voLKert KLeeman 15.49

2019 (Shore) cuyLer G. fiSher 4.30 
(boat) aubrey Warburton 20.19**

2020 (Shore) aubrey n. Warburton  16.39 
(boat) cuyLer G. fiSher. 6.76

2021 (boat) chriStian e. fiSher  15.85
(Shore) dyLan WaLdman 13.03 

2022 (boat) paiGe Smith 17.71
(Shore) John cho 15.02

2023 (Shore) Shane m. hardinG 12.74 
    (boat) emmett r. SyLva 14.99
2024 (Shore) Shane m. hardinG  6.63

(boat) Jocie Smith  19.60
* Junior record



sullivan + associates
A R C H I T E C T S

Best  Fishes to all.

Best  Fishes to all.
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81st Martha’s Vineyard • 2026

Striped Bass & Bluefish Derby

Awards Ceremony2025

Derby Grand Prize winner Sam Bell Derby HoF inductee
Maryanne Jerome

First-place Junior winners

(L-R) Chris Scott, Joe El-Deiry, Greg Hopkins (Eastern Boat Works), 
Sam Bell, Ellie Hopkins, and John Custer

Derby HoF inductee 
James Cornwell

Derby HoF inductee 
Ron Domurat

Walter Morrison memorial award winner Ayla Jacobs 

PHOTOGRAPHED  BY RAY EWING. COURTESY OF THE  VINEYARD GAZETTE, vineyardgazette.com ©THE VINEYARD GAZETTE, ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

Crowd celebrates with Grand Prize winner Sam Bell
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GOOD LUCK TO ALL 
DERBY CONTESTANTS!

“Your Vineyard Fishing Connection”

258 UPPER MAIN STREET
EDGARTOWN, MA 02539

facebook.com/larrytackle.shop

larrystackle.com

508-627-5088

CHOOSE FROM OUR EXPANDING INVENTORY

Reels from: Van Staal, Shimano, Penn, Avet, and Daiwa

Fly Gear from: Loop, G-Loomis, TFO, Rio, and Air-Flo 

Outerwear from: Stormr, Columbia and Grundens 

Rods from: St. Croix, G-Loomis, Aubut, Shimano 

and much, much more!

We are Pleased to Host the 2017 Striped Bass & Bluefish Derby Award Ceremony
Sunday, October 15, 2017

www.farmneck.net

We are pleased to Host the 2019 Striped Bass & Bluefish Derby Award Ceremony
Sunday, October 20, 2019

www.farmneck.net

We are pleased to Host the 2026 Striped Bass & Bluefish Derby Award Ceremony.
Sunday, October 18, 2026

www.farmneck.net
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81st Martha’s Vineyard • 2026

Striped Bass & Bluefish Derby

Atthe start of America’s
involvement in WWII,
Albert Prada of Edgar-

town contracted tuberculosis, so
was consigned to a Sanatorium in
Pocasset rather than joining his
peers overseas. To make ends
meet, the family home was rented
to sailors training at the Island’s air
base, and they moved to Al’s par-
ents’ dairy farm on Clevelandtown
road. Shirley, then six years old, also
contracted the disease, and com-
pleted her schoolwork from home
while she recovered. These were
lean years, and Shirley learned how
to live off of the land, and the impor-
tance of sharing resources and help-
ing neighbors in need. 

When Al finally returned, he
sought to make up for lost time and
began taking Shirley along when he
went surfcasting. As Mom recalled, fe-
male surfcasters were few and far be-
tween in those days, and her presence
amongst the seasoned fisherman
was often viewed with skepticism. But
Al Prada’s mantra was “If something’s
worth doing, it’s worth doing right”, and
he coached Shirley in every aspect of
surfcasting, most especially the cus-
toms and protocols of the venture.
First-come, first-served, keep a proper
distance from other anglers, know
your currents and position yourself ap-
propriately, and above all, cast straight
and true. The surest way to run afoul of
another fisherman is to err in these
rules and cross their line. Shirley loved
surfcasting and paid careful heed to
the sage instruction of her father,
slowly earning the respect of the vet-
eran anglers. Eventually, when one of
the most experienced and respected
fishermen apologized to her for cross-
ing her line, she knew that she’d been
accepted as a peer.
         My parents married in 1957 and
began spending summers thereafter
on the Vineyard. My father, Philip Craig,
had been raised on a cattle ranch in
Colorado, and was also accustomed to
living off of the land. Pa had fished a bit
out west but was unimpressed by the
effort required to catch fish too small to
constitute a meal. Mom taught him how
to surfcast, and he immediately devel-
oped the same passion as she for the
endeavor. She tried to instill the same
enthusiasm within me, and I briefly 

made a go of it. But once I learned
how early one has to rise some morn-
ings to catch the perfect tide at
Wasque, I began to lose interest. Mom,
however, never did.

She relished the time she got to
spend fishing with her father in his later
years, but eventually she and Pa
wanted to fish even more than Al was
up for, so they began acquiring 4x4 ve-
hicles of their own. These were usually
derelicts that had been abandoned at
Chauncy Maury’s place out in Katama,
that could be fixed up well enough to be-
come beach vehicles. Our powder blue
1973 Toyota Land Cruiser was later
canonized as the preferred vehicle of
fictional detective J. W. Jackson in my fa-
ther’s long series of Martha’s Vineyard
mystery novels. Later came a blaze-
orange 1976 Ford Bronco that Pa
patched up with sheet metal from an
old washing machine. These jalopies
were always festooned with spring-clips
on the roof to hold their long surfcasting
rods for travel, and home-made holders
fashioned from PVC pipes on the front
bumpers to hold their rods at the
beach. As was Al’s tradition, beach per-
mit stickers were never covered over,
but affixed side by side on the vehicle to
demonstrate how experienced the
driver was in over-sand vehicle opera-
tion. CB radios kept my parents in
touch should only one be out fishing
while the other was stuck at home, but
most often they fished together. 

Summer mornings I would hear
them rise at ungodly hours to head out
with fresh muffins and a thermos of

coffee to catch whatever tide at
Wasque had been determined to be
the ideal time for the bluefish to
gather. The competition between
them was fierce and bragging rights
were afforded to the one who landed
the most or biggest fish on any given
day. The catch would be brought
home and cleaned on a bench set
up in the backyard, and whatever fil-
lets beyond what we could use our-
selves would be distributed to
people who needed them. Pa con-
verted an old refrigerator into a
smoker, and much of the fish was
smoked there and used in a variety
of recipes. Shirley’s recipe for
Smoked Bluefish Pate (page 24 in
their cookbook “Delish!”), won nu-

merous awards and maintains legions
of devoted fans to this day. 

Mom did not limit herself to surf-
casting alone and was particularly ex-
cited about the times she was invited to
go swordfishing with Ed Prada, a leg-
endary local fisherman. A far cry from
surfcasting for bluefish, swordfishing
entailed heading far out to sea and
catching fish weighing up to 200
pounds. When trips were successful,
Pa would fashion the pointed upper
jaws of the fish into actual swords with
wooden handles. When my parents re-
tired to the Vineyard year-round in the
late 90’s, Janet Messineo recruited
them to join the Derby Committee, and
both became very active members. I
would stop by the old Jr. Yacht Club
building nights and find Mom cheerfully
working at the weigh station while Pa
cleaned fish out on the adjacent dock.
Once cleaned and packaged, these fil-
lets went to families in need.

Fishing and participating in the
Derby became a way of life for my par-
ents, a shared passion that allowed
them to spend time relaxing, engag-
ing in friendly competition, feeding
their family and neighbors, and enjoy-
ing the company of other anglers.
After my father passed, Mom still
fished whenever able and had Walter
Lison fashion my son Riley’s first surf-
casting rod, so as to usher in a new
generation. She passed away in Janu-
ary at the age of 90, and though de-
mentia took much away from her, she
continued to beam brightly whenever
her memories returned to stories
about her lifetime of fishing.

coffee to catch whatever tide at
Wasque had been determined to be
the ideal time for the bluefish to
gather. The competition between
them was fierce and bragging rights
were afforded to the one who landed
the most or biggest fish on any given
day. The catch would be brought
home and cleaned on a bench set
up in the backyard, and whatever fil
lets beyond what we could use our
selves would be distributed to
people who needed them. Pa con
verted an old refrigerator into a
smoker, and much of the fish was
smoked there and used in a variety

Remembering Shirley Craig by Jamie Craig

But once I learned
how early one has to rise some morn-

smoked there and used in a variety
of recipes. Shirley’s recipe for
Smoked Bluefish Pate (page 24 in
their cookbook

merous awards and maintains legions
of devoted fans to this day. 

Mom did not limit herself to surf

smoked there and used in a variety
of recipes. Shirley’s recipe for
Smoked Bluefish Pate (page 24 in
their cookbook

merous awards and maintains legions

Shirley & Phil Craig
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Your goals, our guidance.

Member DIF  |  Member FDIC

A Partner Who Knows The Waters
Good luck to all the Derby participants.

Catch a big one!

FOLLOW US ON
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Striped Bass & Bluefish Derby

The 2025 Derby:  Some Ups, 
and a Few Downs

Synopsis by Phil Horton, Derby Committee

Bluefish (Pomatomus saltatrix):

From 1990 to 1996, bluefish weigh-ins declined sharply
from a peak of 1,700 fish to just 665. Between 1997 and
2008, totals gradually rebounded to levels last seen in the
late 1980s. A steady decline then followed from 2009
through 2019, before weigh-ins increased again from 2020
to 2022. However, the downward trend resumed in 2023
and continued through 2025.

In 2025, a total of 706 bluefish were weighed, repre-
senting a 7% decrease from the 761 recorded in 2024 and a
51% decline from the 2008 peak of 1,438. Boat-based weigh-
ins fell from 577 in 2024 to 528 in 2025, while shore-based
totals decreased
slightly from 184 to
178. Shore anglers
accounted for 25%
of all bluefish
weighed in 2025,
somewhat below
the long-term aver-
age.  The average
bluefish weight
has also shifted
over time. Average
weights were ap-
proximately 10 lbs.
from 1987–1997
and 8 lbs. from
1998–2008.

In 2025, the average bluefish weighed 11.7 lbs., well
above the 2009–2024 average of 8.8 lbs.  Most weigh-ins oc-
curred on weekends, although weekly totals remained rela-
tively consistent throughout the Derby.  Worth noting that 7
out of the top 10 heaviest shore bluefish weighed in during
the Derby, including the 3 division leaders, were all
weighed on the same day/weigh-in period.

    Atlantic Bonito (Sarda sarda):

Over the last 25 years, annual bonito weigh-ins have
ranged from 142 to 701 fish, with much of the variability
driven by dramatic swings in shore-based catches. The
long-term average during this period is 328 bonito
weighed in annually.  In 2025, a total of 701 bonito were
weighed in—the highest total in 25 years and a 73% in-
crease over the 405 recorded in 2024. Boat landings more
than doubled, rising from 198 fish in 2024 to 435 in 2025,
while shore landings remained relatively steady at 266
fish compared with 254 the previous year.

Although shore-based anglers have accounted for just
20% of bonito land-
ings on average since
2000, they con-
tributed 38% of the
total catch in 2025,
representing a signif-
icant departure from
the long-term trend.
Shore landings have
fluctuated dramati-
cally over the past
two decades, rang-
ing from a single fish
to as many as 254.
Despite several
strong recent seasons
for shore anglers,

boat fishermen have historically maintained the advan-
tage in targeting bonito.  The average bonito weighed in
during 2025 was 5.1 pounds, consistent with the long-
term range of 4.7 to 6.9 pounds. As in many previous
years, bonito availability during the five-week Derby var-
ied considerably. Fish appeared sporadically, with peri-
odic bursts of action throughout the event.
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Derby registration in 2025 reached 3,314 participants, a 4% increase from the
3,177 registrants recorded in 2024. Total fish weigh-ins rose to 1,830, representing
a 15% increase over the 1,592 weigh-ins in 2024, though still 22% below the 25-
year record high of 2,354 set in 2007. These figures exclude striped bass, which

have been removed from the Derby twice, most recently in 2020.   

The following summary and accompanying figure provide a 
comparative overview of 2025 Derby results relative to the past 37 years.  

JOHN PIEKOS



Striped Bass (Morone saxatilis)

False Albacore (Euthynnus alletteratus)

Atlantic Bonito (Sarda sarda)

Bluefish (Pomatomus saltatrix)

False Albacore (Euthynnus alletteratus):

Long-term trends for false albacore are difficult to interpret
because Derby rules have changed over time. Even so, the
available data shows dramatic variation in weigh-ins since
2000, ranging from a low of 107 fish in 2006 to a high of 614
in 2023. In 2025, anglers weighed in 423 albies, nearly identi-
cal to the 2024 total of 426.

Although the shore-to-boat ratio has averaged roughly
50/50 in recent years, 2025 favored boat anglers. Of the fish
weighed, 279 were caught from boats compared with 144
from shore.  The average weight of false albacore has also

increased steadily over the past decade, rising from 7.6
pounds in 2015 to 11.1 pounds in 2024. That trend continued
in 2025, when the average weight climbed to 11.5 pounds.
Daily weigh-in records further indicate that false albacore
were present throughout the full duration of the Derby.

Striped Bass (Morone saxatilis):

Beginning in 2020, striped bass were removed from the
Derby’s prize structure after Atlantic coast conservation
rules introduced stricter slot-size limits intended to help
rebuild declining striped bass populationsJ
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All Hail the Volunteers
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Behind every Derby, there is a team of dedicated volunteers. These quietly sung heroes are the ones who are be-
hind the scenes making the daily magic appear easy. They fold t-shirts, enter data, hand out pins, mop the floor, fil-

let fish and help guide participants. They ensure a smooth flow and flash a smile. They cheer with excitement
equally for small fish, big fish, first fish and last fish. They are the backbone of the moments that make a difference. 

For the eighty-first year, we thought we’d share a little insight from
many of our dedicated volunteers. Here is a glimpse of their stories…

KATIE HALSEY

“ 2025 was my first year volunteer-
ing for the Derby and I look for-

ward to helping out in years to come.  I
volunteered a few nights and to see the
folks - of all ages - come in and weigh
their fish was so much fun.  The sheer en-
joyment of all the folks present was
amazing.  The fisher-folks, the locals, the
visitors, the other volunteers - I’ve never
experienced anything like it.  All gath-
ered together and supporting and cheer-
ing for each person weighing in.  

The most memorable moment for me
was at the pre-Derby volunteer dinner.
We’ve lived on the island for just over
nine years and it was the first time I felt

like I was part of the community - there
is something so special on the island of
being a part of something bigger than
one’s self.  Again, all there to pitch in and
create a memorable event.  And to think
that is something that will happen year
after year just makes my heart sing.

It is a pleasure and an honor to be
part of the Derby.  Can’t wait until next
year.”

TRISH LYMAN

“What initially sparked me to vol-
unteer with the Derby - I got to

know Martha Smith through a real estate
transaction, and she invited me to join
the weigh station crew. Martha and Char-

lie were staples at the shack- at that time
Charlie was weighmaster seven nights a
week- and are wonderful people. It was
such an honor to be invited to join the ex-
clusive crew!

What brings me the most joy when I
am volunteering is seeing the excitement
and joy on everyone’s face as they come
in after a long day on the water - espe-
cially the kids. And, of course,  hanging
out with the other volunteers for a couple
of hours every evening.

The most unforgettable moment I’ve
had during my time as a volunteer is win-
ning in 2017 with the biggest Albie and
the weigh station crew having a bottle of
champagne on ice at the final bell. ”

Joe, Robyn, Linda, Stacy, and Polly

KATIE CARROLL
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BRADLEY CARROLL

“My journey into volunteering
began at home, watching my

mom, Katie, serve as a committee mem-
ber. Seeing firsthand the pure joy and ful-
fillment she got from giving back is what
initially sparked my own desire to get in-
volved. As a teenager, the prospect of join-
ing the Derby family and contributing to
such a vibrant community was incredibly
exciting to me. Today, that passion hasn’t
faded, and I make it a priority to dedicate
as much time and energy to volunteering
at the weigh in as my schedule allows.

The Martha’s Vineyard Striped Bass &
Bluefish Derby isn’t just a tournament; it’s
a generational heartbeat for the Island.
Wanting to move from a spectator or par-
ticipant to a volunteer shows a deep ap-
preciation for the “Derby Magic” that
keeps that weigh-in station running. The
sounds of the bell ringing, the cheering,
the banter and the feeling of the docks at

night is something I wanted to be a part of.
There is a special kind of excitement

and  joy of witnessing someone else’s
“fish of a lifetime” rather than catching
your own. It doesn’t matter whether it’s a
kid, an adult or a senior or if it’s from a
boat or shore or all tackle or fly rod. The
thrill of sharing that experience for me,
the other volunteers and those who hap-
pen to be lucky enough to be in the weigh
in at that time is palpable. 

What makes this volunteer commu-
nity truly special is its ability to foster
connection. I have stood side-by-side
with veterans, lifelong Islanders, and vis-
itors, all united by a love for the ocean
and a dedication to the sport. I saw that
volunteering here means you are part of
a team that keeps this 80-year tradition
alive, passing on fishing etiquette and is-
land history to a new generation. This
group is a family, and like all families, it
thrives on collective effort.

In down time, things can get silly at
the weigh station. There was one particu-
larly slow evening and, to bring some
laughs, we brought a goldfish cracker to
the scale and weighed it in. Joe even cut
the tail fin off with the shears. We do all
take this seriously, but every once in a
while there is a very comical, entertaining
and laughable moment. ”

MARTHA KLEIN

“When I first arrived on the island
in 2015 I took a job managing a

store in Edgartown and met Ed and
MaryAnn Jerome who quickly became
two of my favorite customers.  Anyone
that has had that pleasure understands
why!   I was new to fishing and had no
idea of what I was doing.  Ed would come
by the shop and was so encouraging and
generous with his knowledge that before I

continued on next page

 Fillet Master David Merry and Jon WilsonThe knife sharpener plying his trade
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knew it I had signed up for my first Derby
and was lucky enough to weigh in my
first fish.  I was totally hooked but being
new to fishing I was unaware of the veil of
secrecy that fishermen live by.  I naively
thought if I volunteered at the shed I
would be able to gather intel on all the
best spots to fish and which lures to throw
when (wishful thinking).  Ultimately it
was my friend Leah who is a committee
member and was kind enough to intro-
duce me to Joe and the rest is history.

I love my time at the Shed.  The cama-
raderie and sense of community is incredi-
ble.  Meeting and greeting fellow
volunteers, fishermen, families and
friends of the Derby makes every shift an
adventure.  You never know when a new
Grand Leader will arrive or a first fish pin
will be given or an old friend will walk
through the door.  A visit to the shed is a
truly unique experience that I feel lucky to
be a part of.

This past Derby was a highlight for me
as my fishing partner and dear friend
Chris Hall landed a Grand Leader Shore
Bluefish and I was working that night at

the Shed.  There were a total of four sepa-
rate Bluefish Grand Leaders in the last
half hour of the night and the shed was
filled with excitement.  I texted Chris to let
him know that there had been three fish
over sixteen pounds.  When he arrived we
all held our breath and then the scale hit
17.  The place went crazy.  What a gift it
was to be able to be there and celebrate
with him.  I will never forget it ”

BEKA EL-DEIRY

“ Legacy is strong with the Derby.  I
grew up around the great shore

fishermen of Wasque when Bass was king.
Janet Messineo and my mom were wait-
resses together in 1977 and that’s how we
ended up driving over the sand and head-
ing to the gut before sunset. It’s also the
place I learned over the years to filet fish,
first on schoolie blues and slowly moved
to bigger species.  Much later I became the
designated  filet-er of our family  when
the catch arrived every weekend.

When Joe became the chairmen, I of-
fered to be a substitute on the filet deck

and, seven years later, I have weekly time
slots during the Derby as Filet Master
that I share with two other people. This is
an honor and a responsibility to the tour-
nament . The joy comes in different ways
. The best part is watching the kids grow
up in the Derby, just like ours did.

I’m a people person and I’m blessed
to grow up on an Island where everyone
knows each other. We all help our com-
munity in a variety of ways, that is just
what we do. The filet program makes no
waste of the fish we receive. Big love to
those of you who care for and ice your
catch - you know who you are!!!  Every
night at the weigh-in is different and I
don’t mind the slow nights because I get
to go in the shed and catch up with my
Derby friends: We are family. “When I
see them at the grocery store or on the
boat we all know the months or weeks
counting down to the Derby,” we don’t
small talk too much but we shout out,
“six more weeks,”or whatever the count-
down time is. Then, it is five full weeks of 
making more Derby memories.”

 HAIL THE  VOLUNTEERS  continued

A busy night on the fillet dock

Bradley, Kristy and Polly on duty Beka El-Deiry: the fillet-master
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BARBARA ROGERS

“ It almost seems like I can’t re-
member a time when the Derby

hasn’t been part of my life since my hus-
band has been a participant for many
years. Even before he was my husband!
And 2025 was the best year because he
was inducted into the Derby Hall of Fame.
I know how much time and effort he has
put in over the years on beach access and
fisheries issues. It was very rewarding to
see him be recognized for that work as
well as his Derby accomplishments.

I was looking forward to becoming
part of the volunteer crew and signed up
when I retired in 2017. We have so many
friends and acquaintances who are fisher-
men or volunteers that it’s been fun to see
a lot of those friendly faces at Derby
Headquarters over the years. 

Many days the morning crew is the
same as it’s been for years and Robyn Jou-
bert is the glue that holds it all together.
Robyn is as dedicated as they come, man-
ning the computer every day of every
Derby for more years than even she can
remember. 

Since striped bass were suspended as
an eligible derby fish being on the morn-
ing shift is a lot slower than the evening
weigh in. But folks come in just to check
the board, have a cup of coffee or to see
who’s hanging around.  For me, the fun
part of the morning weigh in is when kids

come in to weigh a fish before school or
pick up a pin from a previous weigh in.
They are so happy and excited - it’s a
great way to start the day! 

I also love talking to visitors who
come in just to see what’s going on. They
may or may not know anything about the
Derby but they always have a lot of ques-
tions. It’s fun to find out where they’re
from, what they do, or where they’re
staying, whether it’s their 1st visit or
their 10th. A couple years ago I talked to
a man and found out his family came
from my little hometown in northeast
Pennsylvania! 

The Derby means so much to so many
and brings so much to our Island commu-
nity. I hope to be a part of it for many
years to come. ”ALEXANDRA 

BLANCHARD

“ I moved back to the Vineyard
about sixteen years ago and mar-

ried a fisherman.  I had a few friends here
when I had lived here before (many years
back).  My husband mentioned that it
would be fun for me to see if I could get
involved with the Derby and I
thought...why not! 

This decision was made approximately
thirteen years ago and I haven’t looked
back.  It is a very welcoming place and I
didn’t  have to know all the rules because

everyone there was happy to explain how
everything worked.  There were friends
that I knew from my past as well as new
friends and we worked, laughed and all
for such a great cause and awesome Vine-
yard tradition. 

Every fall when the Derby begins, it is
like a reunion.  At the end of the Derby,
we come together and celebrate not only
the winners but everyone involved at the
Derby Awards Ceremony.  Total blast!
There is something special when the sum-
mer comes to an end and the autumn be-
gins because you know that the Derby
Days are ahead!!”

MIDGE JACOBS

“ In 1981 a friend drove me out to
Wasque to show me the surfcast-

ing  fishing scene.  Well, that’s where I
first saw Janet Messineo slinging that big
surf casting rod in the waves! I was so im-
pressed with her and knew that it was just
something I had to do!  Fortunately for
me, I was able to meet her and she became
my mentor but most importantly my
friend. Well, fishing and Derby go hand in
hand.  My first Derby registration pin is
dated 1981 and the headquarters was lo-
cated at the Oak Bluffs pier. 

There was such a wonderful, almost
magical feeling when you walked into the
headquarters.  It was fascinating watching

continued on next page

AM weigh station crew: Barbara Rogers, Michelle Scarpone, Katie Halsey, Robyn Joubert
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the Weigh Master and the ladies volun-
teering beside him.  It looked like the kind
of community I would love to be part of.  

There are two aspects that bring me
great joy when volunteering. I love the in-
teraction of the people coming in with
their fish, their expectations of the big one,
and the support to all the anglers whether
they get the big one or not.  I love the first
fish pins!  The volunteers enjoy giving
support and encouragement to seasoned
anglers, young anglers, first time anglers
with applause and a “ Nice fish”  shout
out.  And a, “Don’t forget to take your pic-
ture with the fish outside in front of the
Derby Banner!”  Watching the active fish-
ing families come in every evening with
their smiles and excited kids getting their
names and leading fish on the board is
also pretty special!  

The second aspect that brings me enor-
mous joy is the camaraderie among the
volunteers inside the Weigh Station and
on the filet dock.  We become a Derby
Family during those 5 weeks.  Some of us
see each other and/or keep in touch dur-
ing the year, but when we get to the
Weigh Station it’s as if we’ve never left.
Like Andy Williams sings, “It’s the most
wonderful time of the year.” That cama-
raderie also includes the committee mem-
bers who, come wind, rain or shine,
spend many hours in the Weigh Station
with the volunteers and filet dock, too.  

There are so many special and unfor-
gettable moments that it would be hard to
single one out, but here are a few high-

lights: I loved being at the Weigh Station
when Elizabeth O’Brien brought in her
Derby winning bluefish! It’s pretty fun to
watch Mr. Kadison come in quietly and
weigh in Derby contending fish. Seeing
the joy on Coop, Danny and all the Gilkes’
faces when the grandchildren weigh in
fish.  Watching my granddaughter, Ayla,
weigh in her first fish was pretty special. 

Many years ago Coop and Danny used
to voluntarily take some of the volunteers
fishing. That day, most of us on the boat
had to be on duty at 8:00 for the Weigh
Station. Well, things were slow and Danny
and Coop turned to us and said, “How
about going to Nantucket?”  We did just
that and pulled in front of the Weigh Sta-
tion right on the dot with some really nice
fish!  It was a bonding memorable trip
and,  to cap it off, there was this enormous
full moon  following us as we pulled into
Edgartown Harbor.”   

MOLLY REED

“ I started volunteering at the
weigh station in 2017…Stacy had

been encouraging me to join in the fun.
Many of the same people are still there,
year after year, and even though the is-
land is small, I’m not sure I would have
met a lot of them otherwise.  Fishing is a
common thread but not necessary to be a
part of the derby, but if you are lucky
enough to catch a fish worthy of  weigh-
ing in, there’s so much enthusiasm and
support from fellow volunteers on duty!

(Maybe not as much as when the kids
bring in their catches, but still a great feel-
ing!) There’s just a great camaraderie
amongst the volunteers and all who enter
the weigh station and I really look for-
ward to the 5 weeks every fall.

It can be extremely chaotic as well, but
everyone just seems to jump in and do
whatever needs doing. Shout out to Com-
mittee member Taylor Pierce.  After a par-
ticularly busy night when we were
shorthanded, he stepped up to man the
prize table so we could keep everything
else moving smoothly.  Not sure he ever
got to look up from the table but at the
end of the night, he said he had no idea
how much the volunteers did every shift!
No one does this for recognition, but it’s
always nice to be appreciated.

Most memorable nights:  veterans’
events, Make a Wish participants and
pretty much whenever someone weighs in
their first fish.  It’s just a great place to be
where everyone can forget whatever
stresses that they may have in their day to
day lives and get caught up in the excite-
ment of what might be!”

KEVIN SEARLE

“As a native islander,  it feels like a
calling to volunteer  for the Derby.

2026 will make my seventeenth  year vol-
unteering. I was an avid fisherman and,
after my dad passed away in 1985, I began
thinking of ways to keep his memory
alive. I settled on volunteering with the
Derby. Headquarters is where I spend

PM staff- Linda Coutinho, Polly Conway, Stacy Nickerson-Hall, 
Midge Jacobs, Leah Fraumeni and Molly Reed

David Pothier and pup providing 
volunteer morale

 HAIL THE  VOLUNTEERS  continued
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many of my fall mornings. 
I buy a pin with the same number

every year in his memory.  I’ll be volun-
teering again this year. I love the people I
work with and look forward to the cama-
raderie  and island spirit it brings.

RICHELLE (SHELLY)
O’NEIL

“Here is how I got involved. I was
weighing fish throughout the past

Derbies and saw how exciting the Derby
Headquarters gets and really enjoyed the
energy. My friend Amy Coffey was run-
ning headquarters and wondered if I
would like to volunteer. 

I joined the crew and about ten years
have passed since that first day I began do-
nating my time. I started helping with vari-
ous duties- selling Derby gear, handing out
the weigh slips and, of course, applauding
fishermen as they weighed in the catch.
After that, I had the opportunity to help
with inputting weigh data on the computer.

I am very grateful  for my Derby fam-
ily. They are very supportive always and
even more when I was going through my
second battle with breast cancer. Everyone
is there to support each other. That is what
I love about volunteering. 

I love seeing all the returning faces and

seeing the new ones. My favorite is when
a new person weighs in their first fish. To
see that smile just warms my heart. Even
better is when the kids come in with  their
first fish. The wide eyes and the smile get
me every time. I think this is a wonderful
Family to be part of and I look forward to
it every year. ”

BECKY HEGARTY

“ I started volunteering with the
Derby about four years ago. I truly

don’t know a thing about fishing, but I
love the sense of community it brings to
both the local community and beyond. I
have met some really interesting people
along the way, and I especially appreciate
that the Derby helps support scholarships
for local high school graduates.

What brings me the most joy when
volunteering is the atmosphere of the
Derby itself — the crisp fall air, the
change of seasons on Martha’s Vineyard,
and the excitement that builds when
someone comes in with a fish to be
weighed. It’s always fun to see the pride
and anticipation from both the anglers
and the crowd, and being part of that en-
ergy each year is really special.

One of the most unforgettable mo-
ments I’ve had while volunteering with
the Derby was last year when three differ-

ent anglers came into the weigh station
one after another, each taking the lead
with a heavier fish. Every time someone
walked in, there was a rush of excitement
as the crowd gathered around and their
name was written at the top of the chalk-
board. Then, just moments later, another
angler would arrive with an even bigger
catch and the name would come down to
make room for the new leader. The en-
ergy, anticipation, and excitement in the
room during those moments was incredi-
ble to witness. ”

JUSTEN WALKER

“ Trish Lyman invited me to join the
volunteers at the Derby shack a

number of years ago and here I am com-
ing back annually for more. I enjoy seeing
some of my current students and former
students come in to weigh fish. A memo-
rable moment was when Eli Bonnell, fillet
master at the time, was on the filet barge
lying down holding a striped bass in the
water. He managed to revive it and we
watched it swim away. ”

DJ POTHIER

“What sparked me to begin volun-
teering for the Derby was grow-

ing up in the midst of it all. My dad has

Molly Reed and Stacy Nickerson-Hall

continued on next page
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been a committee member for as long as
I can remember and I spent my child-
hood at headquarters watching. Being
filletmaster was the one thing I really
wanted to do. 

When I turned seventeen the time
was right and I got to put my skills to the
test on the fillet barge. The fact that peo-
ple donate fish for us to cut and share
with those who can’t physically catch
them anymore or with seniors who sim-
ply enjoy fresh fish is pretty amazing. 

Although I moved away for a spell,
the one thing I did when I came back was
start cutting fish for the Derby again.
Sometimes the job can be challenging,
but most of the time it is really enjoyable.
My son David (page 48) gets to spend
time at headquarters with me just like I
did with my dad.”

SARAH CONNOLLY

“Volunteering often begins with a
simple push, and for me, that

came a few years ago from my friend
Robyn Joubert. As an active volunteer, she

convinced me to get involved. 
The most striking part of the ex-

perience is the sheer variety of people
involved. Collaborating with a diverse
group builds immediate teamwork
and camaraderie. Working toward a
shared goal makes the environment
high-energy, making it easy to form
strong, genuine friendships with peo-
ple I might otherwise never have met.

Seeing the immediate, positive re-
actions on the kids’ faces is incredibly
rewarding and offers a clear reminder

of why the Derby is so important. 
Robyn’s invitation did more than just fill
my free time; it connected me to a moti-
vated community and a purpose that deliv-
ers genuine fulfillment. Excitement, joy,
camaraderie and teamwork are some of the
many reasons I volunteer annually. ”

Behind each Derby lies an invisible foundation of dedicated volunteers. While some helpers are public-facing, many
of the most impactful contributors work entirely out of the spotlight. These individuals do not seek recognition,

awards, or public praise; instead, they are driven by a simple, quiet love for what they do.
The value of these unsung heroes cannot be overstated. From organizing awards and merchandise to 

sitting at the computer to filleting fish to sweeping the floor, their actions keep the Derby running smoothly. 
They demonstrate the purest form of altruism—giving entirely for the benefit of others 

without expecting anything in return.
Ultimately, gratitude belongs not just to those whose stories we hear, but also to those who serve in 

silence. A community's true strength is measured by this collective, quiet generosity. We owe a debt of 
appreciation to every volunteer, visible or unseen, who silently makes the world a better place.

Headquarters staff (Kristy, Trish, Midge and Leah) with their weigh-ins

Who’s next?

 HAIL THE  VOLUNTEERS  continued
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Striped Bass & Bluefish Derby

Snippets from 2025 Hall of Fame Inductees

“ This is the greatest day of my life. My dad
would be so happy. He was the one that

started me on this journey 75 years ago. I thank him
and I lift him up in memory. I want to thank the
Derby committee for their support and guidance
and direction. I want to also thank my family for
their letters of nomination, in particular my 10 year
old grandson who could not be here, but I felt that
his letter of nomination helped me go over the top. 

I also, at this time, recognize my wife of 64 years
who has put up with me through thick and thin. As I
said at the museum a few weeks ago, divorce has

never been in our vocabulary, but murder has.
At this time, I’d like to recognize two impor-

tant people in my life; my friend and neighbor
Ron Domurat, he taught me how to lie, but to lie
acceptably. He is a great, great fisherman. 

And second, I’d like to recognize someone
that you all know, Maryanne Jerome. In my opin-
ion, she is the First Lady of this great organization. 

And lastly and most important, I’d like to
thank my heavenly father who has guided me and
taken care of me through 75 years of fishing on the
Vineyard. Thank you, thank you, thank you.”

“ I have a few thoughts to
share and some people to

thank so please bear with me for a
few minutes! This is a special day for
me and ranks right up there with
some of the most important days of
my life. It is such an incredible honor
to be inducted into the Derby Hall of
Fame and join the ranks of so many
people who have made the Derby
special. How good is it to be recog-
nized for doing something you love,
in a place that you love, and for an
event you care deeply  about.

It’s also especially gratifying to be inducted on the 80th An-
niversary of the Derby and inducted with my good friends Jim
Cornwell and Maryanne Jerome. And I am honored to join
some of my friends in this exclusive club, namely my old
buddy Don Mohr, Ed Jerome, Karen Kukolich, Janet, Bob and
Fran Clay, Paul Schultz, Ed Amaral, and Nelson and Coop.

I have a long list of people to thank but first and foremost
my wife Barbara, also known as the MVfishingwidow.com, who
for almost 40 years has listened to at least a thousand boring
fish stories, put up with all the highs and lows, and me being
Derby Dumb! She’s never once complained about my mistress.
Thank you Barbara!   

Thanks  to my family for understanding my need to almost
completely disappear from your lives for five weeks every fall,
and thank you to Ron, Chris and Kari for making the long trip
to be here today. Thanks also to my good friends Phil Henning

and Patty MacDonald for being here. For the last 35 years Phil
has spent time here fishing the Derby with me. He says he
taught me everything I know about fishing.    

Thank you Mike Carotta for nominating me. This wouldn’t
have happened if it hadn’t been for you. And thank you Bob &
Fran, my McRat teammate Keith McCart, and Lisa Belcastro for
submitting support letters….and thank you Dave Balon!

Thank you to the Derby Committee for considering me wor-
thy of this honor. I can’t begin to tell you how important and
special this is to me

      And finally, thank you for what you do every year.

I’d like everyone to take a minute to think hard about what 
we have here because it doesn’t happen by accident. It happens be-
cause of an incredibly dedicated group of committee members
and volunteers who do this because they love and enjoy it, and
understand the Derby’s importance to us as participants as well
as the community. Think about the friendships that are made
and renewed every year. Picture the Derby headquarters and
the work that goes into putting it together. Look at the work
that went into setting this up here today. Think about the Kids
Derby and what went on here this morning with the kids
awards. Look at all these prizes and awards and what’s about
to happen with the key ceremony. There is something for every-
one!  I would put this event up against any fishing tournament
in the country. And it continues to get better! 

This is our Super Bowl - and we get to play in it every year.
Not only is it a celebration of our wonderful sport, it’s a celebra-
tion of the special life we have here on Martha’s Vineyard.  We
are blessed to be a part of it!”

TheHall of Fame celebrates individuals with
integrity, good sportsmanship, and a com-

mitment to the environment and the Derby. The first
members inducted into the Martha’s Vineyard Striped
Bass and Bluefish Derby Hall of Fame, established in
1999, were Kib Bramhall, Serge deSomov, Ed Jerome,

Howard Leonard and Ben Morton. The honor is be-
stowed every other year, and, although the honorees
stand up and share their thoughts about the experience
verbally, those words are rarely set in print. What fun we
thought it would be to share some of the heartfelt words
spoken at the 2025 Awards Ceremony. 
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The Derby Hall of Fame was created to recognize individuals and organizations, including government bodies,
who have made a “significant and positive impact on the sportfishing community of Martha’s Vineyard and on the
operation and goals” of the Derby. Inductees must have demonstrated “good sportsmanship, honesty, integrity,”
and exhibited a concern for fish and the environment. We are extremely proud of these individuals and the signifi-

cant contributions they have made to the success of the Martha’s Vineyard Striped Bass and Bluefish Derby.  

Ron Domurat

Jim
Cornwell

To see all of the Derby Hall of Fame Honorees throughout the years check out pages 24 thru 28 in this booklet



“We are so proud to participate in
and support the Derby year after

year. The incredible work done by the
Derby committee and countless others is
just awesome. From “weighing-in” our
newborn kids on the scales, to seeing
them win daily and weekly awards, the
Derby fills us with joy. It’s a time for us
all to fish with friends from on and off
Island and the stories and relationships
built on the shore and at sea all around
the Island are everlasting. We are grate-
ful to be a small part of the Derby story. 

To be able to come together as a
community and pursue the passion of
fishing in the most beautiful waters in the world with an in-
credible group of people AND doing good with some competi-
tion is a pretty amazing thing!  There is nothing like the Derby
anywhere in the world.

Personally the friendship and mentorship we have received
from Derby greats like Ed Jerome, Coop Gilkes, John Custer,
Chris Scott, Ray Ellis and many current and future Derby greats
are gifts we will carry with us forever and pass on to the next
generation. Talking on the benches at the finger piers, the

weigh-ins, Dock Street Diner break-
fast, chatter on the VHF, banter on
text and of the comraderie that comes
with it are what the relationships and
Derby is all about. And to have that
much fun and also help the commu-
nity simultaneously is incredible. 
      Our most sacred belongings are
the Ray Ellis derby prints which Ed
and Maryanne Jerome always helped
us with. Right before our Dad passed
away he asked Ed and Ray for a favor
and our Dad got 3 artist's proofs of
Bonito at Edgartown Light which was

the last thing he gave us and our
brother Graham before  he passed away. Those prints hang
proudly in our homes and are a reminder of our Dad and all
things Derby. 

We’re always looking forward to another Derby. In the
world we live in, the Derby is something that everyone can get
behind and fish shoulder to shoulder, have fun and let their
shared passion for fishing bring people together and this world
we live in needs more of that. Thanks to all that give so much to
make the Derby the Derby!”

“ Thank you John (Custer), and congratula-
tions to my 2025 Hall of Fame classmates.

It is truly an honor to be inducted alongside dear
friends Jim Cornwell and Ron Domurat and spon-
sors Ian and Shep Murray, men who have given so
much to the Derby, this wonderful Island commu-
nity, and sportfishing.

I am incredibly proud of the work the com-
mittee members do month after month, year after
year and in some cases decade after decade, and
the commitment they all have to the Derby and
its participants.  I am incredibly honored and
proud to work alongside each one of you to host
this INCREDIBLE FISHING TOURNAMENT!
You don’t get to 80 years without a tremendous,
dedicated team along the way, and this year is no
exception!

I am forever grateful to John Custer and Joe El-Deiry for
their thoughtful, steady, and passionate leadership, and to my
fellow committee members and volunteers who make this tour-
nament such a success.  

My husband Ed Jerome’s vision when the Derby was pur-
chased from the Chamber of Commerce, was to create a non-
profit tournament with the proceeds going to establish a Derby
scholarship program for MVRHS seniors. I would like to thank
Chris Scott, our dedicated treasurer, for his steady and thoughtful
leadership these past three decades to make Ed’s vision a reality.
This year the Derby awarded our highest amount ever at $115,000
and has surpassed awarding $1,000,000 in scholarships to 165 stu-
dents since the program began in 1987. Chris, thank you for your
commitment and dedication to the scholarship program.  

I’m standing here today because of a chance meeting with
my parent’s neighbor Ed Jerome and a 40 lb. striped bass he
caught during the Derby that my little brothers wanted to see.
Little did I know that fall Derby day, that a guy with a fish would
forever change my life. Three years later Ed and I married and
my involvement with the Derby began in earnest. Don Mohr,

then newly elected chairman, needed some
help and Ed asked if I “wouldn’t mind helping
out a little bit with administrative tasks.” Don
was a college football coach and not one to
type and take minutes. Well… 40 years later,
I’ve worked alongside 11 chairmanships who
have guided the tournaments and over 150+
dedicated committee members. I have to say,
the hardest part has been trying to read the
handwriting on all the registration cards. 
      To say the Derby was a family affair for me
is an understatement. You see Ed managed to
“hook” my dad, Roy Langley, and my dad be-
came the longest serving weigh master and
was also inducted into the Hall of Fame. Lisa
Brown, the Derby photographer one year,
soon after became my sister-in-law, and my

sister Jackie Driscoll took over my dad’s mission to keep the
morning volunteers well fed, picking up donated treats each
morning and delivering them to HQ. Ed sure had a way of reel-
ing folks into the Derby family.

I would especially like to thank my son Nick for his years
of understanding and support while both his parents were com-
pletely immersed during the Derby, for years of us out at night
at meetings, constant phone calls to the house regarding derby
questions, 25 years of folks coming over for Ellis prints and this
year for his help with creating and implementing a new logo
concept. Thank you to my daughter-in-law Kathleen for her
help and technical support setting up our new retail program.  

My biggest thanks go to my wonderful husband Ed, whose
passion for the Derby and the Island community got me involved
so many years ago. He always stated that the Derby is more than
just a fishing tournament, and he was so right. The Derby teaches
sportsmanship, a passion for the environment, teamwork, volun-
teering, giving back to your community, and most especially,
spending cherished time with family and friends. Thank you so
very much for the honor.”
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Jerome

Shep & Ian Murray
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NEVILLE BROAD
My Virgin MV Derby Experience
“I try to make an annual pilgrimage
to Martha’s Vineyard to fish for
striped bass on the fly in late spring to
coincide with the striper
migration/arrival.  But I had an urge
to return in Autumn to fish the MV
Derby having heard and read so
much about it.  I booked a short holi-
day to coincide with a guided boat
trip with Kismet Outfitters. Once I ar-
rived on the Island I then went to
Kismet Outfitters to collect my as-
signed badge and welcome pack
(which was awesome – love my offi-
cial MV Derby Baseball cap and an
80th Anniversary commemorative
booklet).  I could see the attention to
detail was meticulous from the years
of improvements and changes 
to the festival.
      That evening, I went to the Weigh
Station for the
first time and
took in all the
positive vibes
of the festival
and witnessed
various bluefish,
bonito and false
albacore submit-
ted to the official
scales. It was
such a pleasure
meeting the vol-
unteers working
that night and

also listen to anglers stories of
Derby’s past.  It was truly a welcom-
ing atmosphere with international an-
glers warmly received. 
      Totally psyched up after another
superb breakfast from Dock Street Cof-
fee Shop, I was ready the next day with
my 9 and 10 weight outfits to join
Captain Abbie Schuester and Kismet
Outfitters manager Stephen D’Angelo
on Abbie’s Boston Whaler.  We started
off along the shores fishing for stripers
to get my arm in using mainly small
deceiver patterns (chartreuse being a
winning colour).  After an
hour or so of fun, we moved
into the Edgartown harbour
to take shots at False Albacore
and Bonito. There are various
ways to track their location
but the most fruitful are to
follow a group of diving birds
or to find where other boats 

are congregated.  The latter option was
not desirable for us and we moved
away from other boats in the confi-
dence that sooner or later a pod of
feeding hardtails would show near us.
      The saying is that the false alba-
core is ‘a fish of a thousand casts’ and
it was certainly frustrating as they
were very finicky that day.  A move to
the beach along Vineyard Haven
proved more fruitful as Stephen
D’Angelo hooked up with a large
hardtail. Renowned for taking you
down to the backing in a matter of
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Vincent Torboro proudly holds 
his first fish!

KATIE CARROLL

Sydney Goldstein with her first fish!

KATIE CARROLL

TheMartha’s Vineyard Striped Bass & Bluefish
Derby is often measured in pounds and

ounces, but its true weight lies in moments. On the beaches
and jetties, the boundaries of age, origin, and expertise melt
away into the Atlantic mist.  An Islander whose family has
fished the Vineyard for generations stands shoulder-to-shoul-
der with a first-time visitor. Neither the ocean nor the leader-
board cares how long you have held a rod. Instead, the Derby
thrives on a collective spirit–a shared camaraderie built on
the magic of “firsts.”
      Every angler remembers the distinct electricity of their

first cast. That initial cast opens the door to a lifetime of ex-
ploration. It forces you to navigate a new stretch of shoreline,
to feel the slick, dark rocks of a jetty underfoot for the very
first time, and to learn the unique rhythm of the island’s tides.
      The culmination of this journey happens at the weigh sta-
tion. Walking up to the Derby scales with your first fish is a
rite of passage. It is not about the size of the catch, but the
validation of the effort, the cheers from the crowd, and the
shared joy of the community.  At that moment, whether you
are four, forty or ninety-four, you become a permanent part
of the Derby’s living history.

FIRST FISH

Here Are a Few of  Those First Fish Stories: 



seconds, it gave him the
runaround and snapped
off after 10 minutes. As
one can imagine his dis-
appointment was palpa-
ble, losing what could
have been the winning
fish in the fly section for
that day.
      Determined, I eventu-
ally hooked into a Bonito
which also took me down
to the backing. We landed
that beauty and after
quickly dispatching it
kept it on ice for the
evening’s weigh in.
      I got to the evening’s
Weigh Station early, sec-
ond in the queue with ex-
cited anticipation that I
was weighing in my first ever
Derby fish and possibly in with a
chance of a prize. The process was
seamlessly managed by the volun-
teers, and my fish hit the scales at
4.43lbs.  A bell rang out, followed by
cheers and applause from the anglers
and volunteers for weighing in my
first ever MV Derby fish.  What a rush
that was.  But the best was yet to
come in that I ended up winning the
largest fly caught Bonito that day.  So

not only did I col-
lect a pin (badge)
for my first ever
MV Derby fish,
but I also won a
prestigious Gold
MV Derby pin for
a fly caught Bonito
Day winner.
      The whole op-
eration is so pro-
fessionally
managed with an
unmatched vi-
brancy. I can’t wait
to come back to
fish the 81st this
year.”
      Neville can be

reached on Insta-
gram
@nevbroadswff, he

currently holds the Norwegian fly
caught record for Halibut and has
written for various journals including
Surfcaster’s Journal, Fly Fishing and Fly
Tying, and Sea Angler.

JEMMA EDELBACH
Jemma weighed in her first Derby fish
and when asked by her aunt, Kim
Klaren, what the experience  was like,
she said, “I was lucky to catch the fish
and surprised when I won a prize. I
loved the pin and my dad took me out
for ice cream to celebrate.”

VINCENT TORBORG
“For years, I’ve made the trip to
Martha’s Vineyard to fish along-
side my good friend Gus Leaf,
soaking in the salt air and with
the hope of catching many fish.
But 2025 marked a milestone,
my first time officially compet-
ing in the MV Derby.
      While my catch didn’t quite
reach the trophy size I was hop-
ing for, the experience itself
more than delivered. The en-
ergy, the anticipation, the cama-
raderie, and especially the
moment of the weigh-in, were
every bit as exciting as Gus had
always promised.
      Safe to say, I’m hooked now.
And next year? I’ll be coming
back for that bigger fish.”

BEN PALAISA
“My wife and I have been coming to
the Vineyard each September for sev-
eral years, but only in the last few has
fishing the Derby become an obses-
sion. Each year more tackle is packed,
more stops are made at Coop’s and
Larry’s, and more time spent on the
beach. There had been plenty of fish
the first couple years, but all shorts.
This year I had caught a number of
nice fish the week before the Derby
then once the bell rang on opening
day it sounded the end of my luck!
Fishing the shore became a grind and
I was racking up more skunks than
fish. I was down to my last day on Is-
land when I finally got the hit, as I
was dragging the fish up on the
beach, I thought this might be it.
Three reassuring measurements later
I was heading to Derby Headquar-
ters! The volunteers were as excited
as I was and they made it really fun.
The atmosphere that takes over the is-
land during the Derby is something
all fishermen should experience.”

CHRIS FRANCESCO
“While having fished Martha’s Vine-
yard in prior years, I had never been
around during the Derby. My girl-
friend’s family, The Van Calcars, have
been going up for decades. John, my
girlfriend’s father, has been fishing in
the tournament for longer than I have
been alive. He loves to tell us stories

Chris Francesco with the first shore
albie caught in the 80th Derby and

his first fish ever weighed in!

DANIELLE VAN CARCAN

Ben Palaisa with a nice shore
bonito, his first fish!

not only did I col
lect a pin (badge)lect a pin (badge)
for my first ever
MV Derby fish,
but I also won a
prestigious Gold
MV Derby pin for
a fly caught Bonito
Day winner.
      The whole op
eration is so pro
fessionally
managed with an
unmatched vi
brancy. I can’t wait
to come back to
fish the 81st this
year.”
      Neville can be

reached on InstaJemma Edelbach proudly 
displays her first fish!
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of him and his “Jersey Boys” crew
fishing 24 hours a day, for days on
end, surviving on nothing but burgers
and beers in search of the one that
will win them the prized boat. 
      Having grown up fishing in New
Jersey waters on a boat my whole life,
surf fishing took some time getting
used to. As we all know, it is about
having your rod ready and keeping
your eyes on the water while half lis-
tening to your girlfriend’s story. 
      It was Monday Sept 15th,, the first
week of the Derby. Having just gotten
up to Chappy the day prior I had no
idea what the fishing report was. I
would later learn that the False Alba-
core bite had been dead. The Van Cal-
cars & Co and I were sitting on the
beach enjoying the sun when I saw
some breaking in the water about
twenty yards off. Naturally I grab my
rod and begin the chase down the
shoreline. John remarks, “you’ll never
catch when you chase” and continues
sipping his beer.  After about five min-
utes of casting, I hooked up. When the
fish came in, I did not think much of
it, just another false albacore on the
smaller side. It was when Jim, who
was fishing next to me, said I should
go weigh in the fish that I put on ice. 
      That night we went to weigh-ins,
and being completely honest, I
thought I was going to get laughed
out of the room given the size of the
fish. The locals were playing a

prank on the out of towner… 
      I walked into the weigh station
with the fish, and there were about
twenty five people in the room. I
pulled the 9.36 lb Albie out of the bag
filled with ice and everyone in the
room stopped and stared. 
Somewhat confused, I handed the fish
to the man behind the counter, and he
asked “This was caught on the shore?”
I nodded and the room began to ap-
plaud, for it was the first False Alba-
core caught during the Derby! Having
anticipated being laughed out of the
building, I was both amazed and em-
barrassed by the reception but will
never forget the feeling. It is a huge
reason I will continue to fish in the
derby for years to come.
      A huge thank you to everyone who
runs the derby and a special shout out
to John Van Calcar for showing us all
how effective the Deadly Dick can be!”

SYDNEY GOLDSTEIN
“Growing up every summer on Chap-
paquiddick I’d always fish off our
dock but it was very basic fishing. I
had always wanted to get into a more
advanced type of fishing, but I never
had the right people to teach me until I
met my best friend Bobby. He showed
me everything, how to tie knots, what
bait to use, what equipment to use,
and where to go. I got the hang of it
and we were going

out almost every day fishing.
      I had heard about the Derby be-
fore but I didn’t know a lot and didn’t
have much interest in joining at first.
After a few months of fishing and get-
ting more comfortable, I started to
think it might be something I would
want to try to compete in. As the
Derby start date got closer, I knew I
was ready to sign up and I didn’t
want to miss out on all the fun. 
      A few days before the Derby
started I went to Dick’s Bait and Tackle
in Oak Bluffs where I picked my fa-
vorite number to be mine for the
Derby. Doug has always been helpful
with giving me great advice on what
lures and stuff to get. Once the Derby
started I went out fishing every morn-
ing and night and for a while I had no
luck. I caught plenty of fish, but none
were close to a weighable size, and to-
ward the end I even thought about
giving up. 
      Then one day near the end of the
Derby I felt a strong pull on my line. I
reeled it in and finally it was a big fish
that was weighable at nearly 10
pounds. I was so excited to bring it
into the weigh station and receive a
certificate as well as my first fish pin.
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fish. The locals were playing a
and we were going

Joe McPherson weighs in his first fish!
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FIRST FISH

PAULA SULLIVAN

Super Saturday's first blue! 
Jacob Trautner with his first fish, a 

4.21-pound shore bluefish

continued

KATIE CARROLL



I even placed for that day and got an-
other pin that sits proud on my
Derby hat along with the other two.
Going from someone who didn’t like
touching the fish at first to proudly
bringing in my fish (in a beach towel)
to the weigh in was something I
never thought of. 
      The excitement for bringing in
just one weighable fish was enough
to make my summer. All three of
those pins and fish certificates now
sit proudly in my room on Chappy
reminding me of how much fun I had
last summer.”

AYLA JACOBS (photo below right)
(Summary by her dad, Drew)
Since Ayla was born, she’s always
been a part of her dad and mom
weighing in their fish at the Derby.
Even though going to weigh-in
meant staying up well past her bed-
time, we regularly brought her to
help weigh in our fish (even though
it could mean a very tired kid the fol-
lowing day). 
      2025 was the first year she was eli-
gible to enter and she was really ex-
cited about it.  She had to pick a

derby pin that had the number 4 in it
because she was 4 years old (makes
sense).   She was excited to do her
first derby fishing with her dad and
not just because he promised her
donuts on the boat if we could get out
of the house as early as possible (still
didn’t hit the water until after 9am).
      She ended up catching a perfect
sized bonito on a lure she picked out. 
      I asked Ayla what she thought
about her first Derby fish.  She really
loved catching it because it was green
and green is her favorite color.
      This first derby fish was impor-
tant so she had to get dressed up in
order to go to the weigh station and
put on her favorite sparkle skirt and
rainbow muck boots. She told me
that she loves going to the station be-
cause “everyone there is nice and
Bubbee is there sometimes too”.  
      Everyone cheered for her first fish
which really added to the excitement.  
      She earned a first place daily on
her first weighed fish!  A very proud
moment for the Jacobs family.  

JAKE TRAUTNER
“I have been summering on Martha’s
Vineyard my whole life so 

the derby was something I always
was aware of but I never thought I
would be able to weigh anything in,
so I never entered. However at the
end of last summer the fishing bug
got me and I made it my mission to
weigh in a fish. Going to Dick’s Bait
and Tackle almost daily picking out
new lures and baits as well as picking
the minds of the locals in the shop in
hopes to get some good intel. I de-
cided to hit the oak bluffs pier one
night with some cut bunker and
tossed it out. I was hoping for a
striper as I had heard of some 30
pounders being caught. After a few
hours of nothing but listening to
music and sipping on a beer some-
thing hammered my rod. When I saw
it was a blue I was a bit surprised but
thrilled as it looked weighable!
Barely slept that night due to excite-
ment and got to the weigh station
first thing. Barely made the length re-
quirement but I was the only from
shore weigh in that morning. After
refreshing the derby leaderboard all
day I was shocked that I was still the
lone shore weigh in! An amazing ex-
perience I will never forget. Can’t
wait to get back out there.”
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Richard Gilland and his first fish,
a shore bonito!

TAYLOR PIERCE

Ayla Jacobs's first fish: a nice 4.30-pound boat
bonito
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1. Cape Pogue Gut
bass, blues, albacore, bonito 

2. Cape Pogue Light
bass, blues, albacore, bonito

3. East Beach Jetty 
bass, blues, albacore, bonito 

4. Wasque Point 
bass, blues and anything else 

5. South Beach 
bass, blues

6. Squibnocket
bass, blues 

7. Philbin Beach
bass, blues 

8. Gay Head
bass, blues 

9. Lobsterville Beach
bass, blues, albacore, bonito 

10. Menemsha Jetties
bass, blues, albacore, bonito

PLEASE RESPECT
OUR ISLAND

Breaking blues in the surf.  
A striper cruising the trough of a

wave. A sunrise or sunset over the
water. All of these are moments we  

treasure as fishermen.  
Yet, the opportunity to experience

those moments may someday be
lost. Please respect private property,
leave the beaches cleaner than you

find them, and above all, release
those fish not meant for the table
carefully, so other fishermen may

share the same excitement as you.

The Island of
Martha’s Vineyard
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CHILMARK

TISB
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11. Cedar Tree Neck
bass, blues 

12. Tashmoo Opening
bass, blues, bonito 

13. West Chop
bass, blues, bonito 

14. Vineyard Haven Jetty
bass, blues, bonito 

15. East Chop
bass, blues, bonito

16. Oak Bluffs SSA Wharf
bonito 

17. Little Bridge
bass, blues 

18. Big Bridge
bass, blues 

19. Edgartown Light
bass, blues, albacore, bonito 

20. Edgartown Dock
albacore, bonito

BLUEFISH are an aggressive fish, consid-
ered among the toughest battlers, pound for 
pound, among saltwater species. Their sharp 
teeth require the use of pliers when removing 
hooks. Often under-appreciated for table fare, 
fresh bluefish, if iced and properly cared for, is 
delicious. Consistently, bluefish account for 
the greatest number of Derby weigh-ins. Ex-
citing to catch on topwater lures, the Massa-
chusetts Regulation: bag limit of 5 fish per 
day, per angler. 

BONITO, highly valued for its appetizing fil-
lets, are strong, fast fish. They have keen eye-
sight and are thrilling to catch on light tackle. 
A member of the tuna family, bonito attract 
anglers ripe for a challenge. Catches from shore 
have become more rare in recent years. It is not 
uncommon for the heaviest bonito to show late 
in the Derby, as evidenced by several winning 
fish caught on the final day. Massachusetts 
Regulation: bag limit of 5 fish combined 
Atlantic Bonito and False Albacore 
per day, per angler. 

FALSE ALBACORE attract a cult-like 
following, including many flyfisherman. In-
credibly fast and powerful, albies offer an un-
matched fight for anglers. Also called “Little 
Tunny”, these fish feature beautiful colors and 
markings. The arrival of false albacore ushers 
in an annual frenzy of fisherman, eager to pur-
sue this popular species. There is a Derby limit 
of four fish per badge. Massachusetts Regula-
tion: bag limit of 5 fish combined Atlantic 
Bonito and False Albacore per day, per angler. 

STRIPED BASS are an historic part of 
the Derby tradition. The species has been sus-
pended from the Derby as a conservation 
measure. The hope is to return stripers to the 
Derby when stocks are healthy. Massachusetts 
regulations allow anglers to possess one fish 
per day, between 28” and 31” in length. 

EDGARTOWN

Chappaquiddick 
Island

OAK 
BLUFFS

BURY
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Traditional Italian Cuisine

235 Main Street, Groton, Mass   ß   (978) 448-5664   ß   www.filhoscucina.com

Everyone eats to live, and some of us live to eat. But then there are  
those of us for whom eating is a way of life and life is a way of eating. 

 Mangia che ti fa bene!

GOOD LUCK TO ALL DERBY PARTICIPANTS!

General Contracting, Custom Homes, Renovations
Established on Martha’s Vineyard } Three Generations Strong

CRAFTED FOR ISLAND LIVING
General Contracting, Custom Homes, Renovations
Established on Martha’s Vineyard } Three Generations Strong

CRAFTED FOR ISLAND LIVING



$3 per case sold is donated to the Ocean Conservancy

Love life.  Go fishing.  Care for the planet.  Drink wine.
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First week of the Derby + Baby's naptime = No problem!

Chris Francesco with the first shore
albie caught in the 80th Derby and his

first fish ever weighed in!

M AG I C  M O M E N T S
Throughout the Booklet we’ll show you many “Magic Moments” from the 2025 Derby — 

some are identified, others . . . well, speak for themselves. 
Enjoy, and send us your “Magic Moments” from this year’s 2026 Derby.

MICHAEL BLANCARD

Joseph McLaughlin with 
a nice boat blue

A happy trio on the final day of the
Derby: Jack Cushman, Alan
Landry, and Whitney Moody

Keith Krogslund enjoyed an East
Chop sunrise on the rocks

BILL MOODY

CURTIS LAVIGNE

DANIELLE VAN CARCAN

DAVE BALON

Good sportsmanship encompasses many aspects of a person’s character,
the most fundamental being respect. Participation in the Derby is intended
to be a memorable experience. Please play fair, stay positive, keep trash
talk to a minimum, set a good example and show integrity.

“SANDOG”
Paul Schultz coined the
nickname “Sandog” for me
many years ago when he taught
me how to fish for Bonito over on
Chappy. My first Bonito was off
Leland’s about 25 years ago, but
this one was special. It was a very
quiet and slow day and, after
fishing for five hours of an
incoming tide, I thought I had the
winner for Bonito Saturday.  Alas,
it was not to be.  I have fished the
Derby for several decades and
will keep coming until I can’t. 

“SANDOG” by Moe Baneville



DILLON BISSELL
In 2018, while living in Vermont,
I met a girl from Oak Bluffs. As
I got to know her, she shared a
lot about her life growing up on
the Vineyard, but the thing that
intrigued me the most were
her stories about the annual
Striped Bass & Bluefish
Derby. In the years that
followed, I fished the Derby
with her father and with little to

show for my efforts. In 2025, I married that girl from Oak Bluffs and
later the same year I weighed in my first fish of the Derby; a
respectable, but somewhat unremarkable, 13.5 pound bluefish.
Fishing in the Derby has become a fundamental part of my summers
and an event I look forward to every year. 

In 2018, while living in Vermont,
I met a girl from Oak Bluffs. As
I got to know her, she shared a
lot about her life growing up on
the Vineyard, but the thing that
intrigued me the most were
her stories about the annual
Striped Bass & Bluefish
Derby. In the years that
followed, I fished the Derby
with her father and with little to

show for my efforts. In 2025, I married that girl from Oak Bluffs and

The Moodys enjoying a day on the beach

BILL MOODY

Steph Pond with a pair of hardtails

A leaper! Which one is bigger?

Cameron LaVigne had her hands 
full one derby morning at 

Wilfred's Pond Jetty

Mark Wrabel keeping his buggy 
out of the water

CURTIS LAVIGNE

DAVE BALON

JOE EL-DEIRY

JENNA-LYNN BEAUREGARD

DAVE BALON
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Good Luck
to All Derby
Participants

ChappY
LURES
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BRING MORE. WORRY LESS.
Bring it all - Fishing gear. Coolers. Lunch. The dog. The kids.

Whether you’re chasing stripers, exploring 
the shoreline, or spending the day 
with the family, LIVE gives you
the space, stability and 
confidence to do it all.
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Cape Cod 5 is pleased to support the 
 Martha’s Vineyard Striped Bass & Bluefish Derby 

capecodfive.com • 888-225-4636 
412 State Road • Vineyard Haven 

Member FDIC 
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TheDerby’s 
fillet pro-
gram al-

lows anglers to donate their
catch to provide fresh, locally
caught fish to the Island’s elderly.
The program, a core part of the
Derby’s mission, ensures that
thousands of pounds of high-
quality fish are processed and
distributed in coordination with
local senior centers.

In the Derby world, part of our
success is about how effectively
we can get that catch to dinner
tables. In 2025, our operations
faced some logistical challenges
and, when our primary disbursal
system fell short, we were left
scrambling to keep the supply
chain intact. Cue the Martha’s
Vineyard Seafood Collaborative.
After a couple of texts and phone

calls, their team came to our aid
and helped us turn a potential dis-
aster into a success story. 

After one very late night of bor-
rowing their refrigerated truck,
loading fillets, transporting them
from Edgartown to Menemsha,
and depositing them in their walk-
in for flash freezing the following
morning, a well-organized part-
nership was born. By stepping in
to pick up and transport fish fillets
to senior centers across the Is-
land, the Collaborative proved
that agility and shared purpose
can overcome any institutional 
breakdown.

Partnering with the Collaborative
changed the trajectory of our fillet
program. They did not just pro-
vide a service; they offered a life

line. By utilizing the staff they al-
ready had in place, they quickly
processed and delivered a quality
product to those we serve with-
out any noticeable disruption in
the supply chain.

The result of this partnership was
profound. By partnering with the
Collaborative, we gained access
to a team of specialized carriers
that understood the delicate na-
ture of our product. By bridging
the gap the Collaborative did
more than just deliver fillets to
senior centers; they reinforced a
vital community safety net,
demonstrating that when formal
systems fail, collective action and
local solidarity can seamlessly 
fill the void.

Passing along the first batch of flashfrozen fish to IGI. 

MV Seafood Collaborative  – Tegan Gale, Isaac Richards, Brooks

Carrol processing the first batch of fish for IGI.

LIFELINE IN THE FREEZER:
Collaboration Saved Our Catch

 by Katie Carroll



Check the tides and weather
at vineyardgazette.com

See who’s on the weekly leaderboard
in the Vineyard Gazette every Friday

Sign up for Cook the Vineyard
Enjoy recipes for the ones that don’t get away

Subscribe to Island Time newsletter
Our free events newsletter at vineyardgazette.com/newsletters

TAG a picture of your fishing adventure! 
@mvol

Covering the waterfront since 1846.

WE CAN’T TELL YOU 
WHERE THE FISH ARE, BUT…

Photo: Tim Johnson



Brad Holly with his trademark cigar

JOHN PIEKOS
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JAMES JOYCE

Boat blue heading to weigh-in

Emmett, Tillie and Isaac Taylor celebrate registering for the Derby!

Fish and smiles 

Maya and Vera Scheffer-Lew
ready for the 80th! A young angler’s first registration Rob Schrieber and grandson Louie Ives 

81st Martha’s Vineyard • 2026

Striped Bass & Bluefish Derby

MAGIC MOMENTS

KATIE CARROLL

KATIE CARROLL

KATIE CARROLL

KATIE CARROLL

KATIE CARROLL
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DRIFTbelt

Wear Your Story

Reversible, Anodized Aluminum Buckle, Bleed/Fade Resistant
Fish, Mountain, Camo, Graphic, Everyday, Custom Designs

driftbelt.com

DRIFTbelt

Honored to Sponsor the 2026 MV Derby
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Successful day on the water

COSMO CREANGA

KEVIN SEARLE

Brice Contessa with his first-place
Shore Fly Rod False Albacore, a
whopping 11.56-pound beauty

81st Martha’s Vineyard • 2026

Striped Bass & Bluefish Derby

MAGIC MOMENTS

Fantastic fashion! Get your gear at 
Derby  HeadquartersJigging for squid at Menemsha Texaco 

Brothers register and celebrate with ice cream

KATIE CARROLL

KATIE CARROLL

KATIE CARROLL
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Striped Bass & Bluefish Derby

Onemight reasonably
assume any col-
umn about

“Derby firsts” would involve stories of
catching fish. A hard-won first shore
bonito. Or the right-place-at-the-right-
time experience of a first bluefish
blitz. Maybe the first long run in the
boat to a distant rip on a hunch, and
the memorable action found there.

But the real magic of the
Derby—the snapshots in time that
create memories that stick—are
usually forged from first experi-
ences that often have nothing to do
with catching a fish.

On an empty, dark stretch of
beach, one might look up at the
stars and start to ponder. The night
sky is different on the Vineyard. With
no cities, it’s possible to see our
galaxy clearly—the Milky Way. The
gentle rhythm of the waves at your
feet and the sense of calm that
comes with a night alone with rod
and reel can facilitate a pause—a
contemplation—that is no small
thing in our busy lives. Staring up at
100 billion stars and knowing that
their light has taken thousands of
years to reach you can really put
things into perspective.

Becoming aware of the small
place you occupy in time and space
can be emotional. I suspect many
anglers reading this can recall
achieving this humbling sense of
perspective for the first time while

fishing the Derby.
Teaching loved ones to fish of-

fers a litany of inaugural moments.
The first time your child feels the rod
load properly and all the casting les-
sons come together. The first time
they beg to “stay a little longer” be-
cause their optimism has exceeded
yours. The first rain-soaked, conspir-
atorial plan to explain why you both
missed some family event, reaf-
firmed later with a wink and a smile.
Every parent or caregiver who has
passed along the Derby tradition
likely has a mental scrapbook of
these firsts to cherish.

For non-residents and seasonal
visitors, being welcomed by more
experienced local anglers is a Derby
first that is usually earned slowly—
with incremental progress gained
over days of casting. Careful obser-
vation is a key ingredient to suc-
cess, and it takes fishing sense to
know where to stand and how to
gently earn the respect of others.

The first nod of approval or tip
from a Derby legend has meant the
world to many a newcomer. Done
well, these firsts can lead to lifetime
friendships and bonds that are re-
newed annually. It is this element of
the Derby—the friendly camaraderie
shared by those who fish it—that
provides the building blocks of what
makes the Derby so special.

Derby firsts can be subtle, and
disproportionately meaningful.

Maybe you can recall the first time
you looked back, away from the
ocean and over the dunes, on a
cold, gray, rainy day and saw the
lights on in a snug beach cottage.
You imagined a fire in the wood-
stove and steaming mugs of coffee,
and for the first time realized that
you were choosing to be out there
on that lonely beach, in the drizzle
and wind, because it offered you
something vitally important.

A break from technology. Time
alone to think, to refresh, and to
breathe. A dose of careful observa-
tion of nature’s rhythms—the subtle
changes in tide and current.

It would have been easy to call it
a day, walk back to the car, fire it up,
turn on the heat, and take a break.
Tempting, but not enough to offset
the knowledge that on your next
cast, or maybe the one after that,
the unimaginable might happen.

That sudden tug, seemingly out
of nowhere. A once-in-a-lifetime first.
A grand leader key fish on a cast
you might not have made. That
chance, that possibility, no matter
how unlikely, is what turns you back
toward the water.

You snug up your jacket zipper
a bit further against the wind and
smile because, for the first time,
there on a lonely stretch of Vineyard
beach, by yourself, in the fall, during
the Derby, you realize there is
nowhere else you would rather be.

DERBY FIRSTS
By Wilson Kerr

LEN RALLO
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8 north line road, suite b • edgartown, ma 02539 
508.696.3120 • nmdgreen.com • info@nmdgreen.com

INSTALlATION & SERVICE
Plumbing • Heating • Air Conditioning 

Water Treatment • Maintenance Programs 

GREeN SERVICE
Geo Thermal • Solar Hot Water • Heat Pumps 
Energy Management • Design & Consultation 

Digital Control Systems



Eli Beford's last day of the derby 
bonito to complete the only junior 

shore triple crown!
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Jim Cornwell with the third-place 
Senior Shore Albie

JONATHAN HERMAN     
KEVIN SEARLE

Jake Waters-Maciel battled 
the rocks to land this nice 

false albacore!

RON DOMURAT

Bob Clay with a mini bonito

TONY D'AGOSTINO

Jared Stobie with a nice bonito

RON DOMURAT

Ralph Peckham is ready for the
weather

81st Martha’s Vineyard • 2026

Striped Bass & Bluefish Derby

MAGIC MOMENTS

Dawn magic

MICHAEL BLANCHARD

Whitney Moody at the weigh-in with a
shore bonito

BILL MOODY

WHIT HOLDEN

RON DOMURAT

Mark Zydanowicz with a nice 
shore blue
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KIDS DAY MOMENTS

A couple of reel cool fishermen!

Good things come to those who bait.

Hooked for life! Making fin-tastic memories!

Hook, line, sinker, fish on!

Sunrise is the best time for fishing crowds.

Reel cute!

All photos this page by: Endless Memories by Adriana
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folk art by brian kirkpatrick
www.bkfolkart.com ◆ 860-235-6577 ◆ e-mail: headotheriver@aol.com
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THE 2026 DERBY
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Kid’猀Mini Derby

Join the tradition of passing on the memories of this special Derby moment!

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2026 – Open to Children 4 - 14 
6 am to 8 am – Steamship Authority Wharf, Oak Bluffs

SPONSORED BY:
BINK’S AUTO   •   L.B. FORM COMPANY   •    MAD MARTHA’S

  ENCHANTED CHOCOLATES   •   O’BRIEN ENTERPRISES, INC.   •   THE SKIPPER  

Free • Prizes • Lots of Fun
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Cooper Gilkes and Aaron Cascone chase the evening bite

MICHAEL BLANCHARD

Crit Perreten brings in a blue

JOHN PIEKOS

Elisha Weisner's sunset silhouette

KATIE CARROLL

Jeff, Bennett, and Matt - the Connecticut College 
alumni fishing team

JOHN CUSTER

81st Martha’s Vineyard • 2026

Striped Bass & Bluefish Derby

MAGIC MOMENTS
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WE SELL:
Bark Mulch 

Top Soil 

Compost 

Imported Wall Stone 

3/8”, 3/4”, 1-1/2” Gravel 

Clam Shells 

& much more!

25 Old Stage Rd, West Tisbury 

Mon-Fri 7:30am - 4:30pm 
Sat 8am - 12pm 

johnkeene.com / spreadtheherd.com

Complementary colors — Pepsi Patracuollo and his Chappy Point bonito

JOHN PIEKOS

Anna McLaughlin with a couple 
of nice boat blues

DAVE BALON

81st Martha’s Vineyard • 2026

Striped Bass & Bluefish Derby

MAGIC MOMENTS
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Enjoy your timeEnjoy your time
on the wateron the wateron the wateron the water

The only dispensary on the Island offers a quality selection of
Flower •  Edibles •  Concentrates •  Vapes •  Tinctures •  Topicals

Open 7 days a week
15 Mechanics Street, Vineyard Haven (second building on the right)

 IslandTimeMV.com • 508-696-0420
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orvis.com/adventures
START PLANNING YOUR ADVENTURE TODAY AT

LET ORVIS  BE YOUR GUIDE



Martha's Vineyard Smokehouse encourages all
Fishermen to “GET HOOKED” on the Derby!

mvsmokehouse.com
mvsmokehouse@outlook.com
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Christian Fisher did well with shore and boat blues!

SANDY FISHER

Junior angler Peter Hedley boats a bonito

MICHELE HEDLEY

Boat, Birds, Blitz!

MICHAEL BLANCHARD

81st Martha’s Vineyard • 2026

Striped Bass & Bluefish Derby

MAGIC MOMENTS

Ned Williams with his grand leader 
10.86 lb. boat bonito

JOHN PIEKOS

Dave "Shore Fisherman" Balon on a boat?

LISA BELCASTRO Bill Thompson gets his weigh-in with a 
nice boat bonito

JONATHAN HERMAN



vineyardseafood.org

NEW ON DECK
Ready to take on the toughest task with all-day comfort.
The Guy Harvey x XTRATUF Collection is available now.

Featured: NEW XMABGHSS

XTRATUF is a registered trademark of Rocky Brands, Inc. © 2026
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islandfishprints.com
Reelucky@gmail.com   •   On Facebook: islandfishprints

A Proud  
Sponsor  

of the 2026 
Martha’s 
Vineyard 

Striped Bass & 
Bluefish Derby

Island Fish Prints
The Printed Fish Impressions of 
                     Jeffrey P. Canha

98      78th Derby Souvenir Booklet · 202398      81st Derby Souvenir Booklet · 2026



THE DERBY IS PROUD TO SUPPORT THIS LOCAL 
CONSERVATION ORGANIZATION. PLEASE 

REPORT SIGHTINGS ONLINE HERE: 

Report Mola Mola Sightings 
NECWA sponsors a number of community-sighting 
networks asking people to report their sightings of 

ocean sunfish they see from a boat or from a 
beach. Call the number below to report a sighting 

of a dead or stranded sunfish. Please help 
biologists and scientists better understand and 

protect the unique coastal marine wildlife that lives 
off the shores of New England.  

508-566-0009
Call immediately if you see a stranded or dead 
sunfish. Scan below to report a sighting of a 

healthy ocean sunfish. 
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Spirit of the Derby Photo Contest Winner – Photo by Peter O’Neil!

PETER ONEILL

81st Martha’s Vineyard • 2026

Striped Bass & Bluefish Derby

SPIRIT OF THE DERBY
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Report online at seaturtlesightings.org 
or call 1-888-SEA-TURT (1-888-732-8878)

If you see a turtle, 

please note date, time, 

coordinates or specific 

location, approximate 

size of turtle, and any 

other observations.

WAN T E D !
Boaters to Report Sightings of Sea Turtles

Photo credit: M White MV Granite State
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Available on-Island at our local dealers:
COOP’S Bait & Tackle, Larrys Tackle in Edgartown and Dick’s Bait and Tackle in OB 

and at: www.robertslures.com    

508-400-0470
info@packishproperties.com
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Derby sunrise on Chappy

TONY D'AGOSTINO

Thumbs up from some happy anglers

ROB PRELI

3/5 of the Rossi family weighs in!

RYAN ROSSI

Sloane Rossi with a nice boat blue

RYAN ROSSI

Jack Rossi headed to weigh-in 

RYAN ROSSI

81st Martha’s Vineyard • 2026

Striped Bass & Bluefish Derby

MAGIC MOMENTS
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Tucker leeeeans into it

Heading to weigh-in

ROGER SCHAEFER

SANDY FISHER

81st Martha’s Vineyard • 2026

Striped Bass & Bluefish Derby

MAGIC MOMENTS

Dodi Klingensmith with a nice shore bone

TONY D'AGOSTINO

Tony Thompson with a shore bonito!

MIKE LAPRADE
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The Shark Tank @ MVRHS 
100 Edgartown-Vineyard Haven Rd  •  Oak Bluffs

Live Stream + Purchase Tickets  •  STAY CONNECTED:  www.mvsharks.com 
508-813-0380

Live Stream + Purchase Tickets  •  STAY CONNECTED:  www.mvsharks.com 

3  
Championships

2010 – 2025

67  
Draft Picks

2010 – 2026
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82 Main Street • Vineyard Haven • 508-693-8899 • watersidemarket.com

SERVING BREAKFAST & LUNCH DAILY

year-round market & cafe
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Derby sponsor and photographer extraordinaire Michael Blanchard 
with a boat blue

DAVE BALON

Casting into the sunset

BEN PALAISA

81st Martha’s Vineyard • 2026

Striped Bass & Bluefish Derby

MAGIC MOMENTS

BUDDY D'AGOSTINO

Bill Moody with a nice shore bonito

BILL MOODY

Tony D'Agostino with a unicorn, er... shore albie



Powers Electric Inc.
{Electrical Design and Construction}

We set our
standards
higher than
our clients
expectations

Powers Electric

We set our
standards
higher than
our clients
expectations

Quality and Reliable Generator Systems • Solar and Hybrid Power
Energy Systems • Electrical Utility Systems: Privately Owned
Underground Systems, Underground Fault Finding and Repair
Electrical Service Installations: New, Upgrades, Relocation
Communication and Data Systems • Specializing in Heating
Ventilation, and Air Conditioning Power and Control Systems

508-696-6400 • Vineyard Haven, Massachusetts 02568

MA License • Master Electrician #A18122 • Journeyman #36860E

PROVIDING ALL FACETS OF ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS
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508-645-5000 • events@revelcatering.com • Follow us on: @revelrevelry

Takeaway 
Party Platters

Buffet 
Order Form

Revel Catering & Events 
wishes everyone 

good luck 
in the derby!

Takeaway 
Party Platters

Buffet 
Order Form

Revel Catering & Events 
wishes everyone 

good luck 
in the derby!

508-645-5000 • events@revelcatering.com • Follow us on: @revelrevelry508-645-5000 • events@revelcatering.com • Follow us on: @revelrevelry508-645-5000 • events@revelcatering.com • Follow us on: @revelrevelry508-645-5000 • events@revelcatering.com • Follow us on: @revelrevelry508-645-5000 • events@revelcatering.com • Follow us on: @revelrevelry508-645-5000 • events@revelcatering.com • Follow us on: @revelrevelry508-645-5000 • events@revelcatering.com • Follow us on: @revelrevelry508-645-5000 • events@revelcatering.com • Follow us on: @revelrevelry508-645-5000 • events@revelcatering.com • Follow us on: @revelrevelry508-645-5000 • events@revelcatering.com • Follow us on: @revelrevelry508-645-5000 • events@revelcatering.com • Follow us on: @revelrevelry508-645-5000 • events@revelcatering.com • Follow us on: @revelrevelry508-645-5000 • events@revelcatering.com • Follow us on: @revelrevelry508-645-5000 • events@revelcatering.com • Follow us on: @revelrevelry508-645-5000 • events@revelcatering.com • Follow us on: @revelrevelry

Squash Meadow is Martha Vineyard’s premier builder of 
custom designed, high performance modular homes. 

WE ARE PROUD TO SPONSOR THE 2025 DERBYWE ARE PROUD TO SPONSOR THE 2026 DERBY
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Chris and Bill Thompson with a double-bonito hookup

JAMIE BOYLE

Junior angler on the rocks

LAUREN EVANS

Father and son — Jim and Jim Cornwell, Jr

JONATHAN HERMAN

81st Martha’s Vineyard • 2026

Striped Bass & Bluefish Derby

MAGIC MOMENTS
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MAGIC MOMENTS

A well dressed angler 

Ellie Hopkins and the vets celebrating their catches of the day!

SANDY FISHER

Christian Fisher and his 3rd place junior boat bonitoDay is done.

MARK ZYDANOWICZ

Chantale Patterson is all
smiles, nice blue!

JASON PATTERSON
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KATIE CARROLL

Julian Pepper with the 2nd place boat albie

JENNA-LYNN BEAUREGARD

KATIE CARROLL
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STEVE LONDON’S
ORIGINAL FISHPRINTS

For more information email:
islandgyotaku@gmail.com
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MAGIC MOMENTS

Heading out to the dock

MICHELLE SYLVESTER

Chris Morris weighs in a beauty

MICHAEL BLANCHARD

Senior shore albie leader Rod Macleod, 84 years young and still putting big
fish on the beach! 

KEVIN LORD
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   HELPING DERBY ANGLER SPOT 
THEIR CATCH SINCE 1985

MENTION THIS 
AD FOR  

20% OFF  

ANY PURCHASE 
OVER $100 
WITH YOUR 

2026 DERBY 
BUTTON, 

DURING THE 
2026 DERBY! 

36 MAIN ST. EDGARTOWN



A handful of bonito!
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MAGIC MOMENTS

Eli Bedford with a hefty shore albie —
First-Place Junior

PAULA SULLIVAN

Bob Domurat with an 
experienced guide

BOB DOMURAT

Chris Scott with a daily 
winning boat blue

PAM SCOTT

Theo Choquette with his first
ever weigh-in, and 2nd place

mini shore bonito

PETER SLIWKOWSKIMICHELE HEDLEY
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OPEN
DAILY 7AM - 4 PM

A GREAT CATCH!
Come to Shirley’s  

to stock-up on  
fishing supplies...

FILET KNIVES 

FLASHLIGHTS • BATTERIES 

SMOKERS & SMOKING CHIPS 

COLEMAN FUEL • PORTABLE GRILLS 

BEACH CHAIRS

Good luck to all the derby participants!

Shirley’s Hardware
Your Island Hardware Store

374 STATE ROAD • VINEYARD HAVEN 
Opposite Cronigs Market 

508.693.3070



SBS
The Grain Store

 FARM • GARDEN • PET

Smith • Bodfish • Swift

480 State Road  •  Tisbury, MA 02568  •  508.696.7271

  •  Full-service moving and storage company  •
•  Family owned and operated since 1930  •

•  Interstate shipments and shipper's deliveries  •
•  Local, long-distance and interstate moving  •

•  Corporate relocation services  •

Good Luck Anglers!

475 Edgartown Road • Vineyard Haven • 508.693.0348 • 800.352.7150 
info@carrollsmv.com • carrollsmv.com
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TISBURY MARKET PLACE

79 BEACH ROAD

VINEYARD HAVEN

508.693.1125

Mangia!
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Tohelp celebrate the 80th anniversary of the Martha's Vineyard Striped Bass and Bluefish Derby,
the Derby Committee was pleased to collaborate with the MV Museum on a speaker series,
featuring a handful of legendary island anglers whose long-time connections to the Derby are

profound.  These long-time Derby participants shared their experiences, memories, and insights, offering a
unique perspective on how this beloved event has shaped the Vineyard community over eight decades. This
series honored both the individuals who have dedicated years to the Derby and the countless participants
they represent, celebrating a cherished tradition that continues to connect generations.  

The series was well-received and well-attended, and we thank Laurel Redington and the MV Museum
for their continued support of the Derby.  The series featured the following individuals:

Legends of the Line:
The MV Museum and Derby Partnership to Recognize 80 years of Derby History

Ed & StEvE AmArAl – Brothers on
the Vineyard Waters

Longtime fishing brothers Ed and
Steve Amaral shared stories from
decades on the Vineyard’s waters.
Growing up in Oak Bluffs, the Amarals
have been part of the Derby commu-
nity for generations, with Ed known
for his meticulous tackle techniques
and Steve celebrated for landing some
of the Derby’s most memorable striped
bass.  Beyond their catches, the broth-
ers have been fixtures in the local fish-
ing scene, mentoring younger anglers
and helping preserve the traditions
that make the Derby a cherished Island
institution. Their talk offered a first-
hand look at the Derby’s enduring im-
pact on the community, along with the
humor, camaraderie, and life lessons
that come from years spent on Vine-
yard waters.

Jim CornwEll – A Lifetime of
Derby Tales

Jim Cornwell, a dedicated partici-
pant in the Martha's Vineyard Striped
Bass and Bluefish Derby since he was
12, shared his rich history with the
event. In 2023, Jim had the honor of
ringing the opening bell for the 78th
Derby, reflecting his deep-rooted in-
volvement in the fishing community.
Over the years, he has earned acco-
lades including the Howie Leonard
Memorial Award for the heaviest false
albacore caught from shore in 2008.
Known for his quiet dedication, Jim
often fishes alone to protect his favorite

spots, and fondly recalls early Derby
days with his father.  In this special
talk, Jim recounted remarkable catches,
cherished traditions, and the enduring
friendships that have made the Derby
a cornerstone of Island life.

CoopEr GilkES & nElSon
SiGElmAn – Fishing, Friendship &
the Derby

Longtime friends and Derby veter-
ans, Cooper "Coop" Gilkes and Nelson
Sigelman, have spent decades casting
lines and sharing stories on Martha's
Vineyard. Coop, owner of Coop’s Bait
& Tackle, is a fixture in the fishing
community and has been instrumental
in organizing the Derby and the Catch
& Release Tournament . Nelson, a for-
mer editor at The Martha’s Vineyard
Times, is an award-winning outdoor
writer whose fishing columns have
captured the essence of Island life.  To-
gether, they've not only fished the wa-
ters but have also shaped the Derby's
legacy. Their talk delved into unforget-
table catches, the camaraderie that de-
fines the Derby, and the community it
fosters. It was a celebration of both the
sport and the enduring friendships
that make the Derby a cherished tradi-
tion on the Vineyard.

ShirlEy CrAiG – Decades of Derby,
Fish, and Friends

Shirley Craig, joined by her son
Jamie, shared her decades-long experi-
ence with the Striped Bass and Bluefish
Derby. From memorable catches to the

traditions and camaraderie that make
the Derby a Vineyard favorite, Shirley
offered a unique, firsthand perspective
on this beloved Island event. Fun fact:
Shirley once caught a record-setting
striped bass that became the talk of the
Derby for weeks, a story she loved to
recount with her signature humor and
enthusiasm.  She spoke sincerely and
passionately about the positive impact
sportfishing has had on her family.

honorinG JAnEt mESSinEo – A
Legacy of Surfcasting and Community

Concluding the series was a spe-
cial evening celebrating the life and
legacy of Janet Messineo, a pioneering
figure in Martha’s Vineyard’s fishing
community. For over 50 years, Janet
was a dedicated participant in the
Martha’s Vineyard Striped Bass and
Bluefish Derby, earning a place in the
Derby Hall of Fame in 2005 . Beyond
her impressive fishing skills, she was
also the Island’s only taxidermist for
many decades, known for her tradi-
tional skin-mount techniques.  Her
memoir, Casting into the Light, pub-
lished in 2019, offers a window into
her life and passion for fishing.  This
event  featured reflections from long-
time Derby participants and friends,
sharing stories that honored Janet’s ex-
traordinary contributions and the last-
ing impact she has had on the
Vineyard fishing community. Her dedi-
cation, kindness, and pioneering spirit
continue to inspire anglers and com-
munity members alike.
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& FISHING

SHARE A ‘GANSETT WHILE FISHING!
NARRAGANSETTBEER.COM

NARRAGANSETT PROUDLY SUPPORTS THE MARTHA’S VINEYARD
STRIPED BASS AND BLUEFISH DERBY AND IT’S CONTINUING

CONSERVATION EFFORTS. 

Practical Zolutions £or your aic»Ƥ AosØuitoƤ �eer an� general Pest
�ontrol nee�s.

Aa»e sure to bi� on the aic» Ǒ AosØuito areatment Öac»age �uring the
�erby aõar�s ceremony

508-579-ė9Ěė
õõõ.breõersÖraying.com

�est o£ luc» to all �erby ParticiÖants. Aay you create memories õith
£elloõ £isherman an� £isherõomen that you õill neôer £orgetƨ
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Proud Sponsor of the 2026 Derby

508.693.9300 508.627.5050|

There are few environments that can offer the challenge of the salt. 
Smooth early morning runs through thick air across nervous liquid silver 
flats can quickly yield to cast killing winds and seemingly impossible 
shots from an unstable casting platform. However when the wind 
drops, the stars align and you slide that fly into the bulls eye there is no 
match for the feeling of expectation turning instantly into adrenaline 
as a hundred pounds of chrome goes airborne or six pounds of silver 
leaves the flat like its been fired from a gun. The Hardy Marksman 
Z with its unrivalled blend of feel, power, recovery and down right 
durability has been designed in conjunction with some of the finest 
guides, anglers and legends in the saltwater world. From Gold Cups 
to grand slams and a thousand different challenges in between, the 
Hardy Marksman Z is the right rod for that right moment in the Salt.
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The Martha’s Vineyard Striped Bass & Bluefish Derby 
Committee Scholarships

For more information about the scholarship program, see page 20.

The Bob “Hawkeye” Jacobs Memorial Award
Awarded to the first Shore Team where both team members 
record a shore Triple Crown.

The Estey Teller Memorial Women’s Weekly Awards
Awarded for the first place weekly honors for all species, 
boat & shore.

The Beaulieu/Loud Memorial Award
Awarded to a family whose participation demonstrates sportsman
ship and commitment.

The Cutler Bike Shop Award
Awarded by luck of the draw to two of the six junior grand leaders
one from boat and one from shore.

The Jared Fisher Memorial Award - Third place Junior Boat 
False Albacore.

The Roberto Germani Competitive Release Awards (6) 
First place plaques awarded by length, submitted by online form. 
One award per species for both All-Tackle and Flyrod.

The Martha’s Vineyard Surfcasters Association Sportsmanship
Award in Memory of Janet Messineo

Honoring the true meaning of good sportmanship during Derby.

The Thomas A. McCauley Award
Weigh any species under Badge number 204, Boat or shore.

The Roland Perreault & Huff Langley Memorial Award
Awarded at random to one of the All Tackle Shore Division 
3rd place winners 

The Abe Williams Memorial Award
For the first angler to record a shore Triple Crown.

The David Furino Memorial Award
Awarded to siblings who show determination and sportsmanship.

Albert Angelone Memorial Award 
Given to the first junior angler to weigh in a Bonito.

Senior Awards - In Honor of their past participation and support 
in the Derby. Howie Leonard – Albacore, 
Arnold Spofford – Bonito, Madison Alwardt – Bluefish
For heaviest of each species caught from boat or shore.

Edward ‘Bonito Ed’ Lepore Memorial Award
For the heaviest flyrod bonito caught from boat or shore.

The Walter Morrison Memorial Award
Awarded to a Junior or Mini Junior who enters a fish (any species) 
in the catch and release competition.

The Albies, Blues and Bones Award
Awarded for the heaviest shore False Albacore, Bluefish and Bonito
caught by participants between the ages of 15 to 18 years old. Three
awards, one for each species. 

Special Thanks From The Derby
Committee to Our Sponsors

Grand Sponsor and Hat Sponsor –
 Vineyard Vines

Major Sponsors –
Bajio Sunglasses, Daiwa, Edgartown Meat & Fish, The Fisherman Magazine,  The Harborside Inn, 

Island Fish Prints, Island Source Distributors, LIVE Watersports, Matchpoint Properties (The Agency), 
Michael Blanchard / The Crossroads Gallery, MV Museum, MV Smokehouse, Norton Point, Peppers Performance Eyewear,

Powers Electric, Safe Harbor Marinas, Simms Fishing Products, Stedman Construction Inc., The Vineyard Gazette, WMVY Radio

Major Contributors –
Account Ability Consulting, Inc., Backwater Trading Co., Baerskin Tactical, Brewer Insect & Animal Spraying, Bull Bay Rods,
CB Stark, Chappy Lures, Continental Plastics, Coop’s Bait & Tackle, Costa, Danco, David Riina Fine Art, Dexter Outdoors,
Dick’s Bait & Tackle, Drift Belt, Edgartown Yacht Club, Enchanted Chocolates, Fish 4:19, Fish Bites, Fish Hook Vineyards, 

Fish Snax Lures, Flying Fisherman Sunglasses, Folk Art by Brian Kirkpatrick, Hardy Fishing, HobKnob Inn,
 Island Phoenix, Island Stone & Granite, Kevin Shea Fine Art, Kismet Outfitters, Larry’s Tackle Shop, 

Mad Martha’s Ice Cream, Mass Audubon Wellfleet Bay Wildlife Sanctuary, Maxxon, Meads Bay Hotel Group, 
Mink Meadows Golf Club, Montauk Lures, Moore Family Gallery, NAJigs, Narragansett Beer, Navis Hats, 

New England Coastal Wildlife Alliance, Orvis, Packish Landscaping, Red Moon Charters, Revel Catering & Events, 
Robert’s Lures, Rosbeck Builders, Sharks Baseball Team, Soundview Millworks, 

Squash Meadow Construction, The Steamship Authority, Steve London Original Fish Prints, Summer Shades, 
TAK Waterman, TC Pierce Enterprises, Inc., The Port Hunter, Vineyard Conservation Society,

Van Staal, Waterside Market, WaterWorks-Lamson, XtraTuf

Contributors –
Bink’s Auto, Billy’s Bucktails, Carroll’s Trucking, Ron & Barbara Domurat, LB Form Co Inc., 

O’Brien Enterprises, Patriot Party Boats, San Juan Rodworks, Signature Oyster Farm, 
The Skipper, Striper Maine-iac Lures

Special Presentations and Awards

The Derby Committee reserves the right to create, adjust or delete additional categories, awards and prizes and to accept and create special presentations.

Justus P. Conant Award
Awarded to the angler weighing in  the heaviest shore fish caught on October 9th.
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CROSSROADS GALLERY
The Inspirational Photography of Michael Blanchard

2026 Sponsors
Grand Sponsor & Hat Sponsor

Major Sponsors

MAGAZINE
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2026 Sponsors
Major Contributors & Contributors
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JEANNE STAPLES WEIGH STATION PRINTS

The Martha’s Vineyard Striped Bass and Bluefish Derby is pleased to offer you an opportunity to purchase two 
limited-edition giclée prints from by Martha’s Vineyard artist Jeanne Staples. All proceeds from the sale will benefit 

the Derby Scholarship program. The original oil paintings have been reproduced in two sizes and unframed. 
Jeanne Staples is represented on the island by the Granary Gallery. 

Also - a limited number of the original Ray Ellis Derby Series prints are still available.
For Further information: Call Maryanne Jerome at 508 627-8510

GRANARY GALLERY
636 OLD COUNTY RD • WEST TISBURY

Derby Evening Weigh-In

Sancy Pachico

       The Martha’s Vineyard Striped Bass and Bluefish
Derby extends its deepest gratitude to all participants,
sponsors and volunteers as we celebrated our 80th An-
niversary in 2025. For eight decades, this beloved Fall
Classic has brought our community together on the
water, transforming a shared passion for fishing into a
powerful force for good. Thanks to your dedication

and support our annual charitable giving program
continues to directly fund college scholarships for
local high school graduates and provide vital assis-
tance to island community organizations. Thank you
for eighty years of camaraderie, conservation, and
making every single cast count towards a brighter fu-
ture for Martha’s Vineyard.

81st Martha’s Vineyard • 2026

Striped Bass & Bluefish Derby

Martha’s Vineyard Striped Bass & Bluefish Derby

Corporation Charitable Giving

Corporation Grants, 2025

Red Stocking Fund $  2,000
Sancy Pachico Memorial Youth Scholarships $  4,000
Community Donations $   1,100
College Scholarships $  115,000

Total   $ 122,100

In conjunction with the Ann E. Clark Foundation,
the Tony and Renee Marlon Charitable Trust, the Windmill Foundation, 
The Edgartown Board of Trade and the Ray Ellis Foundation.
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You are Invited to Become a Sponsor
of The Martha’s Vineyard Striped Bass & Bluefish Derby 

Special Supporter: DonATIonS oF $100 To $500.
Name listed in the Souvenir Booklet.

Major Contributor: DonATIonS oF $1501 To $5000.
Logo and name listed in the Souvenir Booklet.
Half-page color advertisement in the Souvenir Booklet.
Banner hung at the Awards Ceremony.

Contributor: DonATIonS oF $501 To $1500.
Logo and name listed in the Souvenir Booklet.

Major Sponsor: DonATIonS In ExCESS oF $5000.
Full-page color advertisement in the Souvenir Booklet.
Banner displayed at Weigh Station** and at Awards Ceremony.
Logo and name listed in Rules Brochure and any major advertising.

      The Martha’s Vineyard Striped Bass & Bluefish Derby
is held annually in the Fall. Every year, fishermen come
from around the country to visit the beautiful Island of
Martha’s Vineyard and enjoy its great fishing. The Striped
Bass & Bluefish Derby has become one of the most suc-
cessful and perhaps the premier saltwater fishing tourna-
ments on the East Coast. In 2025, 3314 anglers participated
in the 80th anniversary of the contest, weighing in a total

of more than 1,800 fish. Aside from managing a success-
ful tournament, at the core of the Derby’s mission is to
give back to the Vineyard community and to support
and protect recreational fishing efforts. In 2025, the
Striped Bass & Bluefish Derby awarded $115K in schol-
arships to graduates of the Martha’s Vineyard Regional
High School as well as $4,000 in scholarships for Island
youngsters to attend summer camps.

Sponsorship Categories

We welcome and appreciate your contribution at any level.

** The Weigh Station in Downtown Edgartown attracts thousands of visitors during the five weeks of the Derby.

Please Contact Us at: MVDerbyCommittee@gmail.com

Modern Energy into the 
Traditional Derby Apparel Lineup.
For more than eight decades, the Derby has stood as a

cornerstone of Island culture, bringing together thousands of
anglers for a month-long celebration of camaraderie and the sea. To honor
the milestone of an 80th anniversary, the Derby Committee decided it was
time to inject a fresh, modern energy into the traditional apparel lineup.

The vision was to go beyond the classic, standard-issue Derby logo and
create an exclusive capsule that appeals to both seasoned legacy
fishermen and the younger generation of Island enthusiasts.

With the help of Nick and Kat Jerome,  Zak Martellucci, and Jordan
Shavarebi, we crafted a cohesive, limited-edition line of hoodies and T-shirts.
These designs cleverly reimagined traditional Derby emblems without
losing the nostalgic spirit of the tournament. Anglers eagerly wore the new
gear on the docks and out on the boats, creating a highly visible buzz
around the 80th anniversary.

Ultimately, this creative collaboration did exactly what it set out to do:
infuse excitement into the merchandise lineup while celebrating a
legendary Island tradition. It successfully proved that historic milestones
can be celebrated with fresh, modern styles that resonate with the entire
community.

Our intent was to spark excitement and we think we did. 
You’ll be able to find those fun designs again this year.
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A DV E RT I S E R ’ S  I N D E X
Account Ability 14
800-499-5572  
accountabilityconsulting.net

the Agency 18
508-627-7320. theagencyre.com 

An AmAzing Story 20

bAckwAter trAding co. 94
508-627-7730 

bAerSkin tActicAl 12
baerskintactical.com

bAjio SunglASSeS 3
bajiosunglasses.com

bASS in the grASS 79
bassinthegrassmv.com

michAel blAnchArd/ 
the croSSroAdS gAllery 22
blanchardphotomv.com 

brewer inSect And
AnimAl SprAying 125
508-579-3963
brewerspraying.com

briSSette electric inc. 11
508-693-0764
briselectric.com

bull bAy rodS 14
bullbayrods.com

cApe cod 5 74
888-225-4636   capecodfive.com

cArd my yArd 120
508-922-2372

cArroll’S 123
508-693-0348   carrollsmv.com

cb StArk jewelerS 13
cbstark.com

chAppAquiddick 58
conStruction
chappaquiddickconstruction@gmail.com

chAppy lureS 72

continentAl plASticS & 
pAckAging, inc. 114
877-996-1990   conplastics.com

coop’S bAit & tAckle 72
508-627-3909

coStA 16
costadelmar.com

e. c. cottle 123
508-693-1036 
eccottle.com

cronig’S mArket 16
cronigsmarket.com

dAiwA 6
daiwa.us

dexter outdoorS 81
dexteroutdoors.com

dick’S bAit & tAckle 81
508-693-7669

driftbelt 79
driftbelt.com

edgArtown
hArdwAre 66
508-627-4338   508-338-2157
edgartownhardware.com

edgArtown
meAt & fiSh mArket 2
508-627-6200 
edgartownmeatandfish.com

enchAnted chocolAteS 88
enchanted-chocolates.com

endleSS memorieS by
AdriAnA 118
508-560-3103  
endlessmemoriesbyadriana.com

eSpreSSo love 122
508-627-9211   espressolove.com

fArm neck golf club 38   
farmneck.net

filho’S cucinA 67
filhoscucina.com

fiShbiteS 41
fishbites.com

fiSh 4:19 108
fish419.com

fiSh SnAx lureS 69
fishsnaxlures.com

the fiShermAn mAgAzine 57
866-347-4836    thefisherman.com

flying fiShermAn
SunglASSeS 100
flyingfisherman.com

folk Art by
briAn kirkpAtrick 86
860-235-6577 

the hArborSide inn 51
508-627-4321 
theharborsideinn.com  

hArdy 126
hardyfishing.com

high hook wineS 68
fishhookvineyards.com

hob knob 112
508-627-9510 
hobknob.com

huSSelton heAd oySterS 98
508-737-5717  husseltonhead.com

iSlAnd fiSh printS 98
islandfishprints.com

iSlAnd girl phoenix 104
islandphoenix.com

iSlAnd Source 10
508-693-8700
island-source.com

iSlAnd SprAy mv 122
islandspraymv.com

iSlAnd Stone & grAnite 112
508-274-3667   508-560-5514
islandstoneandgranite.com

iSlAnd time 93
508-696-0420    islandtimemv.com

iSlAnd tire & Auto 123
508-693-3901

john keene excAvAtion 92
johnkeene.com

kiSmet outfitterS 68
774-549-5921
kismetoutfitters.com

lAmSon 117
lamsonflyfishing.com

lArry’S tAckle Shop 38
508-627-5088  
larrystackle.com

live wAter SportS 73
livewatersports.com

Steve london’S 117
originAl fiSh printS

mAd mArthA’S 88
madmarthas.com

mArthA’S vineyArd bAnk 41
mvbank.com
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Martha’s Vineyard
MuseuM 7
mvmuseum.org

Martha’s Vineyard
seafood CollaboratiVe 97
vineyardseafood.org

Martha’s Vineyard
sharks 107
mvsharks.com

Martha’s Vineyard
sMokehouse 95
mvsmokehouse.com

MassaChusetts 100
audubon
1-888-732-8878  
seaturtlesightings.org

Maxxon outfitters 86
maxxonfly.com

Meads bay hotel Group 69
meadsbayhotelgroup.com

MeneMsha inn ifC
& CottaGes
508-645-2521  menemshainn.com

Mink Meadows
Golf Club 103
508-693-0600   
minkmeadowsgc.com

Montauk lures 66
montauklure.com

Moore faMily Gallery 105
508-693-8548   
moorefamilygallery.com

MVy radio 17
mvyradio.org

najiGs 105
najigs.com

narraGansett beer 125
narragansettbeer.com

naVis 12
navisgear.com  

neCwa 99
508-566-0009   

nelson MeChaniCal
desiGn 83
508-696-3120   
nmdgreen.com

norton point 91
nortonpoint.com

orthopediC naViGation 109
774-563-2981 
davidhalseymd.com 

orVis 94
orvis.com/adventures

paCkish landsCape
ConstruCtion 101  
508-400-0470 
info@packishproperties.com

peppers polarized eyeware 87
peppersusa.com

tC pierCe enterprises 67
tcpierce.com

the port hunter 115
508-627-7747   theporthunter.com

powers eleCtriC inC. 111
508-696-6400

red Moon Charters 74
802-338-7978  
redmooncharters@gmail.com

reVel CaterinG & eVents 113
508-645-5000  
events@revelcatering.com

daVid riina art & apparel
davidriina.com.com 56

roberts lures, inC. 101
robertslures.com

roCCo’s pizzeria 123
508-693-1125

rosbeCk builders 56, ibC
508-693-6300  
rosbeckbuilders.com

safe harbor Marinas 8
508-627-6500   508-693-4174
safeharbor.com

santoro hospitality 53
Group
lookoutmv.com
fishbonesmv.com
mvseafood.com
rockfishedgartown.com

sbs one sourCe 4, ibC
508-338-7700   
sbsonesource.com

sbs the Grain store 123
508-696-7271   

keVin shea fine art 104
978-387-8105   kevinsheafineart.com

shirley’s true Value
hardware 122
508-693-3070  

siMMs 75
simmsfishing.com

soundView
Millworks 107
843-324-5186  
soundviewmillworks.com

squash Meadow
ConstruCtion inC. 113
508-693-7451  
squashmeadow.com

jeanne staples prints 132

steaMship
authority 39
steamshipauthority.com

stedMan ConstruCtion 4, 59
401-252-1762. 
stedmanconstruction.com

sulliVan + assoCiates
arChiteCts 36
sullivanassociatesarchitects.com

suMMer shades 119
summershadessunglasses.com

tak waterMan 103
takwatermansurfnfish.com

tide hill 119
tidehill.com

tisbury/north wharf 126
508-693-9300/508-627-5050

Van staal reels 115
vanstaal.com

Vineyard ConserVation
soCiety 121
vineyardconservation.org

Vineyard Gazette 77
vineyardgazette.com

Vineyard self storaGe 10
508-338-2969
vineyardselfstorage.com

Vineyard Vines bC, 1, 29
vineyardvines.com

waterside Market 108
watersidemarket.com

xtratuf 97
xtratuf.com



Asthe quiet months
settle over the is-
land, the work be-

hind the scenes of the annual
MV Striped Bass & Bluefish
Derby continues. Each month,
the committee gathers to review
rules and protocols, connect
with wonderful new sponsors,
and find meaningful ways to
make our next tournament
even better. At each of those
meetings, as we both reflect
and look forward, our hearts are
anchored in deep gratitude for
the people who truly make the
Derby possible: our amazing 
volunteers. 

When August comes to an
end, and the sun sits a little lower
in the sky, the committee turns
its attention to September and
the start of yet another fall sea-
son of fishing. The Derby takes
the stage
and,
once the
opening
bell rings,
it’s Robyn
Joubert
that takes
the helm
of the 
fabled
weigh sta-
tion on Dock Street for the fol-

lowing  five weeks.  
Robyn began volunteer-

ing several decades ago
and now oversees the daily
operations of the weigh
station which include; daily,
weekly and mystery prize
distribution, running the
computer for the fish
weighed in that morning,
and making sure things
run smoothly with the
myriad of details and
overall procedures in-
cluding the fillet program.  

Her humble, calm,
friendly, helpful and
steady demeanor along
with her subtle wit and
sense of humor gener-
ate the heartbeat of this
eighty-plus year tradition
ensuring a positive ex-
perience for our partici-

pants
and curious
onlookers.
It’s not an
easy task as-
sisting over
thirty-five
committee
members,
fifty plus vol-
unteers and

3,100+ registrants, but Robyn
manages to make it look easy.

We extend our deepest grati-
tude to Robyn for her unwaver-
ing dedication, commitment,
and resilience. Her profound
love for this tournament has left
an enduring impact on us all.

As far as the committee and
participants are concerned,
she’s the best catch at the
weigh station. 

81st Martha’s Vineyard • 2026
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pants
and curious
onlookers.
It’s not an
easy task as
sisting over
thirty-five
committee
members,
fifty plus vol
unteers and

3,100+ registrants, but Robyn

Robyn Joubert on duty at the Derby
Headquarters Weigh Station 

Salute to Robyn Joubert
By Maryanne Jerome





GRAND PRIZE

Proud Sponsor Of The
2026 Martha’s Vineyard Striped Bass & Bluefish Derby

Bragging rights aren’t the only thing at stake. We’re giving away a custom 
Derby-themed 2026 Jeep® Gladiator Mojave X, from Premier Cape Cod, to 

this year’s Grand Prize winner. 

*Rendering, prize may vary.
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