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Longboat Key is known for its gorgeous beaches, jaw-
dropping sunsets and big, beautiful golf courses.

 
Many visitors and residents like to take in a quick nine or 18 holes before maybe going out to one of our deli-

cious restaurants.  It is a little easier to get a tee time during the warmer summer months, however, tee times can 
get a little more challenging during our peak winter months. To help you out, here is a list of some of the golf 
courses in our land of paradise.  

The Longboat Key Club: This prestigious golf club offers 45 holes of championship golf on two courses.  They 
have the Harbourside Golf Course and the Links on Longboat Course designed by Ron Garl and William Byrd.  
Please note this and some of the others are private or semi-private courses.  You must be a member of the private 
courses or possibly be a member of a club that has reciprocating privileges.  Sometimes we have also found stay 
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The combined 
teams embarked 
on a vital mission 
to expand and 
strengthen the 
coral nurseries

Mote Marine Laboratory joined 
forces with Combat Wounded 
Veteran Challenge (CWVC) and 
SCUBAnauts International divers 
to advance coral reef restoration in 
the Florida Keys. 

The combined teams embarked 
on a vital mission to expand and 
strengthen the coral nurseries so 
Mote can pursue broader and more 
significant outplanting initiatives in 
the future. By maintaining the nurs-
eries, CWVC and SCUBAnauts 
played an invaluable role in Mote’s 
coral reef restoration and research 
efforts. 

CWVC is dedicated to improving 
the lives of wounded and injured 
veterans through rehabilitative, 

Latest on the Longboat Library: 
Fundraising, timelines and who 
pays the bills if costs run over…
Town Manager Howard Tipton answers critical questions.

Longboat Key News asks Town Manager Howard Tipton critical ques-
tions about the state of fund raising for the planned Longboat Key Library 
at Town Center Green. The library is a formal collaboration between the 
town and Sarasota County. The town assembled the property several years 
ago at a cost of about $5 million and built out when is now referred to As 
Town Ctr., Green. Sarasota County has offered to build A 10,000 square-
foot library and maintain and operate the building out of its budget. There 
is a caveat: The town of longboat key must raise money and pay for what 
are referred to as the enhancements which is to see added to the building 
plans and the structure. Here’s what the town manager had to say:

What part of libraries the County building whether or not Longboat 
raises the funds for the enhancements?

The County is responsible for the core library, which will house all the 
essential functions one would see in a modern library today. It will hold 
the book collection, digital workspaces, as well as rooms for programming 
and other library functions.

What are the enhancements Longboat wishes to see?
First, expanding the meeting space from a maximum of 77 to more than 

200. The need for a place for residents to gather for functions and events 

with nonprofit organizations as well as counter sponsored events has been 
a goal of the commission for years.  Expanding the meeting space will cost 
about an additional $2 million.

The other big enhancement is an outdoor shaded terrace, which is of a 
good size. It will cost about $1.5 million.

So what is the anticipated final cost of the library?
The final cost for the Library with the Longboat enhancements additions 

Mote, Vets 
join to 
Combat 
Coral 
Decline
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  Sandra Smith  |  941.383.3388
6350 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE • LONGBOAT KEY, FL

    CHUBB, AIG, UNIVERSAL, UNITED, SAFECO, PROGRESSIVE, FRONTLINE, VAULT, FLOOD, WE HAVE YOU COVERED!

SECUR-ALL INSURANCE AGENCY

Golf,, from page 1 For He’s a Jolly Good Fellow!

Members of the Rotary Club of Longboat Key celebrated fellow-Rotarian Brad Marner on 
Monday, July 22nd, Marner’s first day in his new position as Branch Manager of Bank of 
America’s Longboat Key Financial Center , 500 Bay Isles Road. The Rotary members sang 
“For He’s A Jolly Good Fellow” as they entered the bank, bearing festive balloons and 
lunch for the bank’s staff. Pictured (from left to right) are Jim Chirgwin, Jack Rozance, 
Carol Erker, Jay Sparr, Brad Marner, Andy Sawyer, Terri Driver, Jeff Driver, and Nancy 
Rozance.

and play packages while staying at the Longboat Key Club & Resort.  
The Ritz-Carlton Golf Club, Sarasota: Located nearby in Sarasota, this club offers an 

18-hole Tom Fazio-designed course that is challenging and scenic.  
University Park Country Club: Just a short drive from Longboat Key, this club features a 

27-hole championship golf course designed by Ron Garl. I have to take a bragging moment 
and say that I did chip in a birdie from 70 yards out on this course. Just saying…  

The Meadows Country Club: Located in Sarasota, this club offers 3 golf courses including 
The Meadows, The Highlands, and The Groves.  

Stoneybrook Golf & Country Club: Situated in Sarasota, this club features an 18-hole 
Arthur Hills-designed golf course that is both challenging and enjoyable.

TPC Prestancia - Another golf course in Sarasota, TPC Prestancia offers two 18-hole cham-
pionship courses designed by Ron Garl and Robert Von Hagge. 

The Founders Club: An exclusive golf club with a Robert Trent Jones, Jr. designed course, 
also located in Sarasota.  

Heritage Oaks Golf and Country Club: A private golf and country club located in Sarasota 
with an 18-hole course.  

The newly remodeled and re-opened Bobby Jones Golf Club: A public golf course located 
in Sarasota with 45 holes of golf.  

IMG Academy Golf Club - Located in Bradenton, this golf club offers an 18-hole champi-
onship course designed by Mark McCumber.  

The golf course at Esplanade at Azario in Bradenton has nice open and friendly fairways.  
If you are looking for a friendly inexpensive course to hit the ball around, you could give 

the Manatee County Golf Course a few swings.  It is a good go-to for a last-minute round.
Please note that availability and popularity of golf courses can change over time, so I recom-

mend checking current reviews and availability before making plans to play at any of these 
courses.  

These are just a few of the many golf courses in the area surrounding Longboat Key. Each 
course offers its own unique challenges and beautiful views, so you’re sure to find one that suits 
your preferences. 
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3621 SAN REMO TER | SARASOTA
$9,750,000 - Under Construction

5 Beds 7 Baths 5,328 Sq. Ft.
400’ Wide Bay Inlet

Contact:  Patrick DiPinto 941-323-0033

1212 CENTER PLACE | LIDO SHORES
$6,995,000 - New Construction

5 Beds 6 Baths 4,750 Sq. Ft.
Rooftop Terrace and Private Beach 

Contact: Steven Moore 401-767-7180

6489 GULFSIDE ROAD | LONGBOAT KEY
$16,995,000 - Under Construction

4 Beds 5 Baths 6,614 Sq. Ft.
100’ of Beachfront

Contact: Steven Moore 401-767-7180

   

610 YARDARM LANE | LONGBOAT KEY
$4,699,999 - Country Club Shores

4 Beds 5 Baths 4,138 Sq. Ft.
Canal Front with Bay Views

Contact:  Nicholle DiPinto 941-928-2922

405 28th STREET | ANNA MARIA ISLAND
$3,600,000 - Anna Maria Island

5 Beds 4 Baths 3,735 Sq. Ft.
80’ of Waterfront

Contact: Steven Moore 401-767-7180

109 N WARBLER LANE | BIRD KEY
$11,750,000 - Under Construction

4 Beds 5 Baths 5,292 Sq. Ft.
Oversized Deep Water Bayfront Lot 

Contact:  Patrick DiPinto 941-323-0033

5444 GULF OF MEXICO DR | LONGBOAT KEY
$6,900,000 - Bayfront 1.06 Acres

5 Beds, 5 Baths, 6,000 Sq. Ft.
Rooftop Terrace and Private Beach

Contact:  Tracey Stetler 941-266.9001

5440-5442 GULF OF MEXICO DR | LONGBOAT KEY
$6,900,000 - Vacant Land 2.08 Acres

Proposed for 7 Buildable Lots
w/Private Beach

Contact:  Tracey Stetler 941-266.9001

4136 HIGEL AVE | SIESTA KEY
$16,995,000 - Under Contract
5 Beds, 7 Baths, 8.964 Sq. Ft.
1 Acre Modern Compound

Contact:  Patrick DiPinto 941-323-0033
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EditorLetters
Longboat Key News and Sarasota City News encourages Letters to the Editor on timely issues. Please email to: letters@lbknews.com or mail to PO Box 8001, Longboat Key, FL 34228. We also print 

letters sent to Town Hall that address Longboat Key issues. We reserve the right to edit.

Communication box
To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier
Please see the pictures regarding the corroded communication box which is hidden behind 

the pitch apple tree at the south entrance of Sabal Cove.
We are unable to obtain any answers from landscapers and electricians regarding it; what is 

it for? Is it active or abandoned?
Is there anyone at the town level that might be able to offer some insight into what it is and 

if it’s active, how we can get a new cover for it? The landscape committee would like to remove 
the pitch apple, but before we do this, we want to understand what this is.

Barbara Teller
Longboat Key

Communication box
To: Longboat Key Public Works Director Isaac Brownman
Whose box?  
Ken Schneier
Mayor
Town of Longboat Key

Communication box
To: Longboat Key Construction & Facility System Manager Guy Matricciani
Guy, checked it out this weekend and found that it was an old communications box 

(Telephone).  It is still in use and he will reach out to see if it can be replaced or abandoned. 
Charles “Charlie” Mopps
Public Works Program Manager
Town of Longboat Key Public Works

Communication box
To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton 
I am meeting with the communication provider this morning and will follow up with 

answers to your questions.
Guy Matricciani
Construction & Facility System Manager Public Works
Town of Longboat Key

Communication box
To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier
Guy met with Frontier this morning and was advised that the box is not Frontier’s equip-

ment, it is a Comcast cable box.  After speaking with Comcast, he was advised that if the HOA 
removes the tree/shrubs from around it, Comcast will come out and replace the cover, but they 
can’t remove the equipment.

Trish Shinkle
Town Clerk
Town of Longboat Key

Communication box 
To: Longboat Key Public Works Program Manager Charlie Mopps
The HOA would like to remove the pitch apple, have the box cover replaced and then they 

will conceal the box with a smaller planting.  Can you make the Comcast connection and 
request once the current shrub is removed?

Ken Schneier
Mayor
Town of Longboat Key

Communication box
To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier
Guy came by this afternoon and advised that the pitch apple plantings have been removed.  

He has contacted Comcast and they will schedule the replacement of the box cover.
Trish Shinkle
Town Clerk
Town of Longboat Key

Communication box
To: Longboat Key Public Works Construction & Facility Manager Guy Matricciani
Guy, checked it out this weekend and found that it was an old communications box 

(Telephone).  It is still in use and he will reach out to see if it can be replaced or abandoned.  
Charles Mopps
Program Manager Public Works
Town of Longboat Key Public Works
 

Communication box
To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton
I am meeting with the communication provider this morning and will follow up with 

answers to your questions.
Guy Matricciani
Construction & Facility System Manager Public Works
Town of Longboat Key

Communication box
To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier
Guy met with Frontier this morning and was advised that the box is not Frontier’s equip-

ment, it is a Comcast cable box.  After speaking with Comcast, he was advised that if the HOA 
removes the tree/shrubs from around it, Comcast will come out and replace the cover, but they 
can’t remove the equipment.

Trish Shinkle
Town Clerk
Town of Longboat Key

Communication box
To: Longboat Key Public Works Project Manager Charlie Mopps
The HOA would like to remove the pitch apple, have the box cover replaced and then they 

will conceal the box with a smaller planting.  Can you make the Comcast connection and 
See Letters, page 6

  
5350 Gulf of Mexico Dr. 
(in the Centre Shops)

www.lazylobsteroflongboat.com 
(941) 383-0440

FEATURING:

• Live Maine Lobster  

• Fresh Fish • Gulf Shrimp  
• Salads • Seafood Favorites  

• Ribs, Burgers & More!  

• Early Dining & Happy Hour 
Mon -Sat  3:30 - 5:00 

   

follow the locals to…  
our newly renovated dining room

Open for In-House Dining & Take Out
Lunch: Mon - Sat 11:00AM - 2:30 PM  

Dinner: Mon - Sat 3:30 - 9:00 PM 
Online Ordering Available for Take-Out 

AND Curbside Pick-Up!
2023 

Harry’s Restaurant
Specials

 WINE DINNER ALERT!
New World vs. Old World
$129 - Friday, August 9th

 

Dinner 4 Course Prix Fixe $45
Harry’s Island Nights Specials!
$10 Cocktails $12 Tapas $29 Entrees

 Steak & Frites: Tues. & Thurs. Nights $36.99
Wine Down Wednesdays: 20% off Bottles 

View our Menu
Reservations

Suggested

w w w . H a r r y s K i t c h e n . c o m  •  5 6 0 0  G u l f  o f  M e x i c o  D r i v e  •  9 4 1 - 3 8 3 - 0 7 7 7
Breakfast | Brunch | Lunch | Dinner | Catering | Gourmet Deli & Bakery | Corner Store

Harry’s Deli Specials
 

Buy Two Entrees, Get a Free Dessert!
Buy Two Soups, Get One Free!
20% OFF Retail Wine Every Day

Fresh Bakery | Take & Bake Entrees
Sandwiches & Salads | Homemade Soups

Party Specialties 

to years!

6400 Gulf of Mexico Dr.  •  941.383.8833 (office)  •  www.christchurchof lbk.org

Worship With Us at Our Church
Sunday Service 10:00 AM

Dr. Julia Wharff Piermont, Pastor
Men’s Bible Study: Monday @ 9:00

Women’s Bible Study: Wednesday @ 10:00
Visitors & Residents Welcome

Watch Our 10:00 AM Service Live: 
www.bit.ly/cclbksermons 

or www.christchurchof lbk.org (follow YouTube link)

Growing in Jesus’ Name
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JANET WALTER
941.232.2000
Janet@WalterGroupRealEstate.com

STEVE WALTER
941.809.0907
Steve@WalterGroupRealEstate.com

waltergrouprealestate.com

YOUR LUXURY PROPERTY SPECIALISTS

648 BAYVIEW DRIVE | LONGBOAT KEY
Boater’s dream property on oversized (19,994 sf) rarely available cul-de-sac end lot with a brand new 320-foot seawall 
located in Sleepy Lagoon, on the north end of Longboat Key. This location offers fantastic panoramic views of Bishops Bayou 
and the ICW. 

$4,000,000

6609 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE | LONGBOAT KEY
Coastal-inspired elevated pool home. This North Longboat Key 4 bedroom, 4 bath, 4,132 sf home with private beach access features views of the Gulf of Mexico and sunsets from wide covered decks and the 
third-level widow’s walk.  The main level is ideal for family gatherings and entertaining with ample seating in the kitchen, living room, dining area and wet bar. All bedrooms have ensuite baths.  The Gulf of Mexico 
facing glass sliders open to an expansive balcony with a gas grill overlooking the pool, spa and lush array of mature tropical trees and landscaping.

$4,500,000

Walter Group, Longboat locals and 
connected to the real estate market for over 

20 years.  Call us for more information on 
off-market and pre-market homes and 

condos that cannot be advertised.

5930 EMERALD HARBOR DRIVE | LONGBOAT KEY
Exquisitely remodeled 3BR/3.5BA  pool home situated on a .27 acre waterfront lot. The property sits on one of the key’s wid-
est canals and boasts a new 72-foot seawall and dock with boat lift.  Enjoy community beach access only two blocks away.

$2,195,000

2185 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #212 | LONGBOAT KEY
Villa Di Lancia, one of Longboat Key’s premier communities. This corner residence boasts 3 bathrooms, and epitomizes  
tropical Gulf-front living. The covered terrace, connected to the living room provides a spacious year-round haven to 
immerse yourself in the stunning surroundings. A spiral staircase offers easy access to resort amenities and the beach just 
outside. Includes 2 parking spaces.

$1,999,000

NOW SOLD
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See Letters, page 8

THIS IS THE LIFE!

Private Beach
World Class Dining
Championship Golf
Pickleball & Tennis

Spa & Wellness Center
Deep-Water Marina

Concierge Services

LEARN MORE941.387-1661 / MEMBERSHIP@LONGBOATKEYCLUB.COM

Editor Letters
Letters, from page 4

request once the current shrub is removed?
Ken Schneier
Mayor
Town of Longboat Key

Communication box
To: Barbara Teller
Guy came by this afternoon and advised that the pitch apple plantings have been removed.  

He has contacted Comcast and they will schedule the replacement of the box cover.
Trish Shinkle
Town Clerk
Town of Longboat Key

Communication box
To: Longboat Key Town Clerk Trish Shinkle
Awesome, thank you all very much for taking care of that! We appreciate it!
Barbara Teller
Longboat Key

Bridge update from FDOT
To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton
Know you worked on the LBK North recommendation, so wanted to get you this info from 

FDOT (this was a follow-up item from our last LBK North meeting).  Sounds like FDOT has 
assigned a community responsive Project Manager (David Turley) to this initiative. Will defer 
to your expertise in looking at the numbers, but it seems like the difference between the low 
and mid level bascule is one less opening.  

FYI, the initial note that David Turley responded to (at the bottom of this thread) was my 
personal resident note to FDOT,  not our formal letter from LBK North.

Isaac & Ken - Wasn’t sure you had this info so am passing along.  Thank you both for keep-
ing FDOT connected to community.

Maureen Merrigan
Longboat Key

Bridge update from FDOT
To: Maureen Merrigan 
I apologize for getting back to you a little late, but I had to do some digging on the informa-

tion you requested.  The individual information is as follows:
Low Level Bascule – 26’ clearance – 61.8% of boat traffic can go under – slope of bridge is 

3% - Cost: $147 – $158 million
Mid Level Bascule – 36’ clearance – 69% of boat traffic can go under – slope of bridge is 

4% - Cost: $153 – $165 million
High Level Fixed – 78’ clearance – 100% of boat traffic can go under – slope of bridge is 

4.5% - Cost $116 million
As far as the bridge openings per day, we looked at data from 2019, 2020, 2021, and 2022:
2019 – average number of openings per year – 2459, per month – 205 and per day 7
2020 - average number of openings per year – 2298, per month – 192 and per day 6
2021 - average number of openings per year – 2589, per month – 216 and per day 7
2022 – average number of openings per year – (did not have full data), per month – 222 

and per day 7
David C. Turley
Project Development Engineer II
FDOT District 1

Bridge update from FDOT
To: Florida Department of Transportation Project Development Engineer David Turley
Thank you for your response. 
I co-chair a large community group with 24 homeowner and condo associations on the 

north end of Longboat Key (LBK North).  Thank you for leading a project that will improve 
our infrastructure, transportation and safety, especially pedestrian and bike safety going over 
the Longboat Pass bridge.  The community also appreciates the considerations you and your 
leadership are giving to reduce proposed bridge width and height.

One question that has come up from our group of 24 representatives, is concerning the 
number of bridge openings.  Do you have data to share that indicates the number of openings, 
including times of day and months, that occur for the Longboat Pass Bridge currently?  This 
data would help us better understand the potential impact on travel times.  If the numbers are 
not broken down - even averages would help.  In other words, does the bridge open 2 times a 
day or 22 times (we assume somewhere in between) and do these numbers change significantly 
throughout the day or by month?

Another question we get is the difference in height, slope, cost and bridge openings between 
the current bridge and the two other bascule bridges.   Do you have a graphic that I can share 
with the group? (I think you had a summary graphic at the last Town Commission meeting).
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Visit our Showroom
4201 N. Washington Blvd. Sarasota
Mon-Fri 9 am to 5 pm & Sat 10 am to 2 pm

www.blindsanddesignsoffl  orida.com

941-360-9200

SHUTTERS • ROLLER & SOLAR SHADES 
BLINDS • CUSTOM DRAPERIES & CORNICES

SAVE!
35% off 

Banded Shades
Take Advantage 

of 12 Month 
Interest Free 
Financing.

SAVE!
35% off

Banded Shades

LONGBOAT KEY TENNIS CENTER
Join the fun!

10 OPEN COURTS  |  TOURNAMENT PLAY  |  LESSONS
FULL SERVICE TENNIS PRO SHOP

ROUND ROBIN LEAGUE
CERTIFIED INSTRUCTORS AND CLINICS

OPEN MON-FRI  7:30 AM - 5:00 PM
SAT-SUN  7:30 AM - 1200 PM

SEASONAL AND ANNUAL PASSES ENJOY
UNLIMITED FREE PLAY!

 590 BAY ISLES ROAD  |  LONGBOAT KEY, FL
941.316.8367

Coral, from page 1
is $14.5 million. The Core library is $11 million and $3.5 million is for Longboat’s add-ons.

So where is the fund raising stand?
We are in the process of reaching out to certain individuals who have expressed an interest 

in supporting the project.

Have any checks been written yet?
No checks.

What is the timeframe for the fundraising?
By the end of August the county wants to know needs to know what to design. In order to 

do that we have to have that money committed so we can tell them with certainty we want 
the additions.

How was the fund raising going? What is your confidence level?
I feel pretty confident. We have a lot of people in this community who are philanthropic and 

looking for a good project to get involved with. This has the ability to be the crowned jewel 
of Town Center Green.

What is the timetable for construction?
If we are able to keep the time frame, we go into final design this fall and into construction 

mid-2025 and it should be completed in late 2026. Swift construction is the project manager. 
They need to bid the concrete and steel and drywall.

Who is on the hook if there are financial overruns?
Sarasota County is on hook for financial overruns.

What’s the plan for the existing Longboat Library beside Town Hall?
That library has a lease in place until 2026. The new library will not use the old library col-

lection. The Friends of Longboat Library are making plans to make a home for their collection. 
That will then leave a vacant building and a Town Commission decision.

Has any need been identified for the existing Longboat Library building or site?
We haven’t identified a specific need, but we have for expansion for current employees such 

as the IT department.

high-adventure, and therapeutic outdoor challenges. By engaging in physically demanding 
and mentally stimulating activities, CWVC participants not only experience personal growth 
and healing but also contribute to scientific research related to their injuries. These efforts 
include studying the physiological, biomedical, and pathological impacts of traumatic brain 
injuries, PTSD, and limb loss. CWVC’s mission emphasizes resilience, camaraderie, and the 
pursuit of excellence, inspiring veterans to overcome adversity and thrive.

SCUBAnauts focuses on educating young people in marine sciences, empowering them 
to make a positive impact on the environment and become tomorrow’s leaders. Through 
hands-on experience and scientific training, SCUBAnauts fosters a deep understanding of 
marine ecosystems and conservation. The organization provides teens with opportunities to 
participate in real-world research and restoration projects, enhancing their knowledge and 
cultivating their passion for ocean stewardship. By instilling a sense of responsibility and lead-
ership, SCUBAnauts prepares its members to tackle environmental challenges and advocate 
for sustainable practices.

CWVC and SCUBAnauts divers engaged in the demanding task of hammering in anchors 
and maintaining coral trees, essential activities for the health and sustainability of the nurser-
ies. These efforts support the growth and propagation of coral fragments, which are vital for 
restoring damaged reef ecosystems. The collaboration leverages the unique skills and perspec-
tives of each group, creating a dynamic and effective restoration force.

The CWVC divers, many of whom are combat-wounded veterans with specialized pros-
thetics, demonstrated remarkable mentorship while working with SCUBAnauts divers. 
During the initiative, enthusiastic young SCUBAnauts were paired with a dive buddy from 
CWVC. Their collaboration not only contributes to coral restoration but also fosters a sense 
of purpose and mutual respect, inspiring the next generation of marine conservationists.

“Among our group of veterans and their families, we had 22 Purple Heart recipients restor-
ing the reefs with us this trip,” said Major General Scott Gray, U.S. Air Force (Retired), 
President & CEO of the Combat Wounded Veteran Challenge. “Aligning with Mote Marine 
Laboratory in coral reef restoration provides our veterans with a renewed sense of purpose and 
mission, essential elements in their ongoing rehabilitation. When our veterans heal the reefs 
with Mote, they heal part of themselves, too.” 

This initiative builds on the long-standing partnership between Mote and CWVC, which 
has seen record-breaking coral restoration efforts and innovative research projects over the past 
13 years. By combining forces with SCUBAnauts, the collaboration continues to push the 
boundaries of marine habitat restoration and scientific research.

“Working alongside CWVC and Mote Marine Laboratory exemplifies our mission to edu-
cate and empower young marine scientists and stewards,” said Michael Brooks, SCUBAnauts 
International Dive Safety Officer. “Our students gain invaluable experience while contribut-
ing to critical coral reef restoration initiatives, fostering a passion for ocean conservation that 
will shape their future leadership in environmental sustainability.”

Mote is proactively preparing to safeguard coral nursery stocks against potential thermal 
events and other environmental threats. The organization has developed comprehensive 
plans to protect vulnerable coral species, ensuring the resilience and sustainability of the coral 
nurseries.

Library, from page 1
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PILOT OWNED • PASSENGER FOCUSED • BEYOND FIRST CLASS™ • 100% CARBON NEUTRAL
EMPTY LEG FLIGHTS  •  JETS AND TURBO PROPS  • HELICOPTERS

BOOK YOUR TRIP

Toll free: 855-ORIONSC •  support@orionskycharters.com  •  orionskycharters.com

Go where you want when you want. We offer a seamless travel 
experience that is tailored to each of our client’s needs.  Choose 
your most convenient departure and arrival airport so you can 
spend more time at your destination and less time getting there!

Luxury Destinations • Corporate Gatherings • Retreats • Sporting Events • Concerts
Ski Trips • Reunions • Weddings • Last Minute Getaways

See Letters, page 13

Editor Letters
Letters, from page 6

Lastly, can your remind us of the next step in the design /decision process. Feel free to call 
if easier to discuss. Thank you for any assistance with this information.

Maureen Merrigan
Longboat Key

Bridge update from FDOT
To: Maureen Merrigan
My name is David Turley and I have taken over as the Project Manager for the SR 789 

(Longboat Key) PD&E Study.   The reason for the email is to respond to your comment made 
during the workshop: 

“Dear Mr Bateman
Thank you for soliciting input regarding the Longboat Pass Bridge.    Our first priority 

should be to repair and extend the life of the current bridge as long as feasible. It serves us well 
and has no significant impact on traffic.  The relationship between LBK north end traffic and 
bridge openings is minimal at best.

If the bridge is to be replaced, only the lower bridge would fit the scale of the community 
and surrounding areas.  A lower bridge would still allow for recreational fishing.  

The proposed width of the bridge in each of the new build options is excessive.  The 
expansive width will increase the cost of the project unnecessarily and impact the vegetation, 
noise barriers and adjacent residential property (Northgate condo units and the N Shore Rd 
entrance.)  The proposed width in no fashion aligns with the adjoining Gulf of Mexico Drive 
roadways.

Please consider shoulders 1/2 lane width  (vs the proposed full 12 ft length lane).
While the outer pedestrian, bike and fishing lanes would benefit from being wider than the 

current 5 ft lane, 8 ft lanes are more than sufficient.  The proposed 12 ft lanes on each side 
would only waste tax payer dollars on excessive cement and construction and encroach on cur-
rent vegetation and nearby housing.

I am completely opposed to the taller bridges, as someone who bikes and walks over the 
bridge frequently.  FDOT must already be aware of the year-on-year increase in e-bike and 
scooter traffic going over the LB Pass bridge by residents and workers who are trying to avoid 
the traffic backups. The taller bridges are much more dangerous due to the natural acceleration 
of bikes (electric and manual) and scooters going over the bridge.

Any opportunity for passengers to appreciate the beauty of the pass is lost on the taller 
bridges - all one typically sees in steeper, taller bridges is the cement and sky in front as one 
climbs up a bridge, and the road and tops of houses and trees as one descends.   

Finally, FDOT should do all it can to maintain the current bridge landing footprint (LBK 

side) to minimize impact to the surrounding neighborhood, existing housing and vegetation.
I hope FDOT can explore methods to extend the life of the current bridge. If FDOT must 

construct a new bridge, please construct one that is low (Alternative 1) and much thinner than 
the proposed options presented.” Thank you for your input on this study. We are exploring 
options to reduce the width of the replacement options, including reducing shoulder or travel 
lane widths.

David C. Turley
Project Development Engineer II
FDOT District 1

Bridge update from FDOT
To: Longboat Key Town Clerk Trish Shinkle
We send a note to the Mayor sharing our comments from LBK North (excerpt from the 

minutes) - but it didn’t seem to come through clearly in the circulated public email (type 
appeared superimposed in parts). 

This is a long process with FDOT and realize the Commission may be taking a multi step 
strategy to get it just right long term.

Would you mind resending to Commission as I committed to the LBK North Reps that the 
Commissioners would see their comments.  

From LBK North minutes:
LBK Pass Bridge
We spent 20 frustrating minutes of our meeting trying to understand why our Town 

Commission recommended the higher bascule bridge to FDOT, versus the lower bridge for 
which LBK North advocated.  Paul Hylbert, LBK North co-chair, and Eddie Abrams, MPO 
Citizen’s Representative, both attended the Commission Workshop. As you may recall, FDOT 
proposed 3 options: tall fixed span bridge and two bascule (opening) bridges, one lower than 
the other.

We asked for the Town to recommend the lower bascule bridge because it is only 35% higher 
than the current bridge (the higher bascule option, which they chose, is twice as high as the 
current bridge), the lower bridge only increases the slope for pedestrians and bicyclists by 33% 
(versus a slope increase of 50% with the higher bascule), the lower option had a slightly lower 
cost, and still allowed you to feel like you were closer to the water and nature as you crossed 
over one of the most beautiful passes on the coast of Florida.

So what happened?  It appears the pedestrians, bicyclists, (and drivers who don’t mind a 
pause to enjoy the beauty) and the LBK North Community all lost out because the Town 
Commission believed the “35% less openings” seemed to be more important -  despite not 
having hard data on how often the bridge opens, when it typically opens, how fast it opens 
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JEFF 
RHINELANDER

941-685-3590
Jeff@jeffrhinelander.com

443F John Ringling Blvd.  •   Sarasota, FL 34236

COUNTRY CLUB SHORES
585 GUNWALE LANE  •  LONGBOAT KEY, FL 

$6,490,000
Indulge in the ultimate waterfront lifestyle with this extraordinary 
end-lot property. Beyond just a residence, it promises an unparalleled 
experience. Imagine waking up to awe-inspiring panoramic vistas 
of the Bay, city skyline, and the iconic Ringling Bridge, all greeting 
you from every window! With an impressive 243 feet of waterfront, 
including 118 feet directly on the open Bay and an additional 125 feet 
along the canal, this home offers unparalleled access to waterfront 
living. Strategically positioned on the canal side, the boat mooring, 
lift, and dock ensure the safety of your watercraft while preserving 
the unobstructed bay views that define this  

BIRD KEY 
328 BOB WHITE WAY  |  SARASOTA, FL 

$2,195,000
Welcome to this impeccably renovated home, fully prepared for 
you to move right in. With fresh paint, designer wall treatments, 
and breathtaking new lighting, every detail has been carefully 
curated to perfection. Inside, the open floor plan allows natural 
light to pour into the spacious rooms, creating an inviting 
ambiance throughout. The heart of the home lies in the dreamy 
white kitchen, boasting quartz countertops, new appliances, and 
an exquisitely designed island that seamlessly connects to the 
tile-accented family room. Step outside to discover your own 
private oasis—the resort-worthy pool area awaits, promising 
endless relaxation and blissful moments.

COURTNEY 
TARANTINO
941-893-7203

courtney.tarantino@floridamoves.com

SARASOTA HARBOR
765 JOHN RINGLING BLVD. #5  |  SARASOTA, FL 

$599,000
Experience breathtaking waterfront vistas from this exquisitely 
remodeled, light-filled condominium.  Situated on the ground 
floor, this 2-bedroom, 1-bathroom residence offers a welcoming 
atmosphere from the moment you arrive. Upon entry, you’ll be 
greeted by a well-appointed kitchen and living space bathed 
in natural light, seamlessly connected to a dining area and a 
spacious living room boasting stunning Bay views. Meticulously 
renovated, this unit features brand-new tile flooring throughout, 
updated kitchen cabinetry and appliances, and a contemporary 
bathroom vanity. Located in the vibrant 55+ maintenance-free 
Sarasota Harbor community, residents can enjoy sweeping 
panoramas of Sarasota Bay.

            
           Address                                            Sq. Ft.           List Price   Bed/Bath/Half Bath    Days On Market      Sale Price                                                  

614 OWL WAY
1750 BENJAMIN FRANKLIN DR Unit#8D
1900 BENJAMIN FRANKLIN DR Unit#305B
475 BENJAMIN FRANKLIN DR Unit#218
1055 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#605
575 SANCTUARY DR Unit#A104
5635 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#105
6701 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#308
6750 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#156
600 SUTTON PL Unit#B302

3,366
1,403
1,131
593
1,503
1,785
1,786
1,084
1,377
1,132

$2,545,000 
$1,275,000 
$1,150,000 
$505,000 
$1,790,000 
$1,650,000 
$1,200,000 
$799,000 
$699,000 
$550,000

162
390
5
95
9
143
37
21
216
139

Bird Key, Lido Key, Longboat Key latest sales

1
0
0
0
0
1
0
0
0
0

3
2
2
1
2
2
2
1
2
2

5
2
2
1
2
3
2
1
2
2

$2,400,000 
$1,100,000 
$1,100,000 
$495,000 
$1,700,000 
$1,400,000 
$1,100,000 
$775,000 
$650,000 
$550,000

KeyRealEstate

614 OWL WAY
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OnPatrol
The following are actual police reports as written by Longboat Key Police Officers. They are edited for length, punctuation and to protect privacy.

July 19
Driver’s license

9:28 a.m.
Officer Pescuma received a target alert service hit for a 

license plate image captured from the Longboat Key north 
end site license plate reader camera. The vehicle was travel-
ing southbound and the alert was for a suspended driver’s 
license. Officer Pescuma asked the FCIC/NCIC database 
and confirmed that the registered owner driver’s license was 
suspended indefinitely as of April 15, 2024. The vehicle was 
located and a traffic stop was conducted on a 2009 white 
Chevy pickup truck. Officer Pescuma made contact with 
the driver and introduced himself and told him the reason for the traffic stop. Officer Pescuma 
advised the driver that his license was suspended and he said, “I knew that it was suspended” 
and handed the officer a Mexican Passport. Officer Pescuma asked as to why the man was driv-
ing and he said he was on his way to work. Officer Pescuma asked if the driver had ever had 
a Florida driver’s license in which he said he did, but it was taken from a previous suspension. 
Additionally, the vehicle did not have the insurance on file. The officer issued a criminal cita-
tion for driving while license suspended. Additionally, a citation was issued for no insurance 
on file. Officer Pescuma advised that the driver could not drive and he made arrangements for 
transportation. Case clear.

Noise
10:16 p.m.
Officer Mathis was dispatched to the 3400 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive in reference 

to juveniles on the beach. Upon Officer Mathis’ arrival, he met with the complainant who 
advised that a large group of children belonging to hotel guests were on the beach being loud 
and obnoxious and possibly disturbing turtles and using white lights. Officer Mathis walked to 
the beach side of the resort and made contact with a parent. Officer Mathis explained that the 
kids were on the beach and that he and several other families rent out a good portion of the 
hotel for their vacation. The man further explained that security seemed to be going overboard 
and the kids should get to be kids. Officer Mathis kindly explained that this was the second 
call for police to the location in reference to the kids being disruptive. Officer Mathis further 
explained to the father that the complainant was concerned that the kids were disturbing the 
turtles. Officer Mathis then observed the large group of kids using white lights on the beach 
near the water and told him of the violation and he then called to the group of kids and had 
them exit the beach. The father advised the kids would not be back on the beach or knocking 
on doors. Case clear. 

Plumbing
11:00 p.m.
Officer Maple while on patrol, was dispatched to Dream Island Road in regard to a plumb-

ing issue at a residence. Upon Officer Maple’s arrival, he met with the complainant who said 
they were renting an apartment and had experienced a sewage backup issue and water was 
pouring out of the toilets, shower and tub. Then Officer Maple confirmed that it was a plumb-
ing issue and not a law enforcement issue. The complainant was recommended to contact and 
emergency plumber and was given several sets of gloves as requested. Case clear.

July 20
Dogs in car

10:10 a.m.
Officer Ramsaier was dispatched to the 5400 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive for an animal 

rescue. Upon arrival, Officer Ramsier met with the complainant who said she observed a 
vehicle not running, with three dogs in the car. The windows were open and a fan was blowing 
inside the vehicle. The dogs appeared to be in good health. The owner was located a short time 
later, and said she has recently been living out of her car due to financial reasons. The owner 
advised to bring dogs to a rescue until she gets back on her feet. Case clear.

July 21
Camping

2:44 a.m.
Officer Mathis along with Sgt. Montfort, located a camp-

site set up in the woods. The campsite included a large, two 
room tent, trash on the ground and a small area used for 
the restroom. Sgt. Montfort and Officer Mathis announced 
Police as they attempted to make contact with individuals 
inside the tent. A man then exited the tent and was advised 
that camping was prohibited on Longboat Key. The man 
identified himself and said he was advised to clean up the 
area and remove all camping equipment and trash. Sgt. 

Montfort and Officer Mathis then met the man at his vehicle which had been cited earlier for 
parking violation. It was explained to the man that camping on Longboat Key is prohibited. 
The beach access where the man walked past numerous times is clearly posted indicating what 
activities are prohibited on Longboat Key beaches. The man was then cited and was advised 
to remove all trash from the campsite as the area before his campsite was established was clean 
and no trash was present. Case clear.

Found wallet
8:35 a.m.
Sgt. Montfort while on patrol at Greer Island, observed a red wallet in the middle of Gulf of 

Mexico Drive. Sgt. Montfort took custody of the wallet and returned to the Police Department 
for processing. Inside the wallet was a state of Wisconsin Driver’s license. Sgt. Montfort was 
unable to locate the owner of the wallet and was subsequently placed into the evidence for 
safekeeping. Case clear.

Driver’s license
4:43 p.m.
Officer Ramsaier while on patrol received a target alert notification for a suspended driver’s 

license and no insurance. An FCIC/NCIC query was conducted and confirmed and Officer 
Ramsaier conducted a traffic stop. Officer Ramsaier asked the driver for his license, registra-
tion and insurance card. The driver replied that he doesn’t have one. The driver was asked by 
the officer if he had ever had a Florida Driver’s license, to which he said that he did not. The 
driver said he had an International Driver’s license from Hungary but it had been expired for 
approximately four years. Officer Ramsaier asked if the driver was aware that he needed a valid 
driver’s license to operate a motor vehicle and he replied that he did. The registered owner was 
occupying the passenger seat and it was explained to her that her license had been suspended 
since May 24. The driver was cited for no Driver’s license, an expired tag and no proof of 
insurance. Case clear.

July 22
Electrical fire

10:46 a.m.
Officer Nazareno was dispatched to the 1400 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive for a report 

of an electrical hazard caused by a blown fuse at one of the electric poles. Longboat Key Fire 
Department called FPL to respond on scene. Upon arrival, Officer Nazareno conducted traffic 
control until relieved on scene by FPL. Case clear. 

July 23
Driver’s license

5:33 p.m.
Officer Miklos while on patrol traveling northbound observed a GMC truck traveling 

north. He observed the truck to have dark tinted taillights, the driver had used his brakes sev-
eral times and was unable to see any red light coming from his brake lights through the tint. 
At this time, Officer Miklos initiated a traffic stop by activating his overhead lights and met 
with the driver and passenger. The driver didn’t speak any English and the stop was translated 
by the passenger. The passenger advised the truck was a company vehicle and they were work-
ing on installing new lights for the brakes. The driver provided proof of insurance and had to 
make a phone call to the truck’s owner. Officer Miklos returned to his vehicle and confirmed 
that the driver didn’t have a valid driver’s license. The passenger provided a valid Illinois driver 
license and would later drive the vehicle from the traffic stop. The driver was issued a criminal 
citation for operating a motor vehicle without a driver license and provided a Manatee County 
Court date. The driver signed and provided his thumb print on the citation. The driver was 
also issued warnings for defective equipment for the brake lights and not providing proof of 
insurance. Case clear.

Ads that work...
ads@Lbknews.com 

941.387.2200
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440 Gulf of Mexico Dr | Longboat Key, FL 34228

TrylaBrownLarson.com

Tryla Larson Earl Larson
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MOBILE   941.962.1122
OFFICE    941.383.7591

MOBILE   314.324.1517
OFFICE    941.383.7591

the home of your dreams
WORKING AS A TEAM TO BRING YOU 

We’re excited to be your partners as you embark  
on your next life- changing journey. Discover how we 
make your experience better and easier.

YOUR GULF COAST EXPERTS SPECIALIZING IN AREAS CLOSE TO HOME

LONGBOAT KEY | ANNA MARIA ISLAND | BIRD KEY | LIDO KEY | SIESTA KEY | SARASOTA | BRADENTON

Frenetic celebrations in locker rooms have become a 
tradition after Major League Baseball World Series vic-
tories, National Football 
League Superbowl champi-
onships, National Basketball 
Association finals, and 
Hockey Stanley Cup wins. 
Both teams in the finals have 
magnums of Champagne 
ready on hand for the win-
ning players to open and 
spray on their teammates and 
coaches, all in good fun. So 
a more aggressive take on 
Champagne spraying during 
a championship celebration 
surprised us.

We are talking about an 
impromptu happening during the ceremony congratulating 
the winner and the runner up of the 2024 Hamburg Open 
Association of Tennis Professionals 500 tournament July 
13-21. 20-year-old Arthur Fils of France upset the ATP world 
4th ranked Alexander Zverev, a German citizen of Russian 
parentage playing on his home turf and defending his title 
as the champion of the 2023 Hamburg Open. During the 
match, some fans trolled the 6’7” tall Zverev for whining to 
the chair umpire about line calls and the like. The third set of 
the match featured long rallies and powerful forehands and 
backhands on both sides of the court, many close calls landing 
just inside the baselines and sidelines. When Fils resorted to an 
underhand serve during the late stages of the match, suppos-
edly because his serving arm was cramping, Zverev rebuked 
him for failing to respect the game and the crowd turned 
against Fils. If the crowd noise bothered Fils, he didn’t show 
it; to counter the high bounces of Zverev’s looping topspin 
shots, Fils attacked the ball on the rise and drilled returns cross 
court and down the line. The outcome of the match hung on 
a thread until the 3rd-set tiebreak. In the critical tiebreak, the 
tour rookie Fils steadied his focus like a seasoned veteran and 
won the match going away by a 7-1 margin.                                                                                                              

Eyeing a scowling Zverev cautiously, Fils celebrated his vic-
tory with a subdued gesture, hitting a ball into the stands and 
walking toward the net. Zverev met Fils at the net with his 
head turned away, barely touched Fils’ outstretched hand, and 
walked away toward the chair umpire muttering to himself. 
He reproached the umpire before walking away, acting the 
part of a sore loser.

Zverev’s moping depressed the mood of the Tournament’s 
closing ceremony until the finalists received magnums of 
Champagne as one of their prizes. While holding one of the 
bottles, a sly grin crept onto Zverev’s face. He quickly popped 
the cork, held his thumb over the mouth of the bottle, gave 
the bottle a vigorous shake, and began spraying his opponent 
with Champagne. Fils tried to flee from the onslaught, but 
Zverev pursued and thoroughly drenched him, smiling all the 
while. Fils appeared caught off guard at first. Zverev’s smile 
and laughter brought Fils into the joke. Zverev from a height 
poured Champagne into Fils’ mouth and the two embraced 
to gesture the end of what earlier seemed an ugly little feud.

We know that diplomats use Champagne as an icebreaker 
at gatherings of contentious participants in negotiations. 
Zverev’s different take on an icebreaker came at a chilly 
moment in his career. After a devastating ankle break in 2022 
at age 23, he has recovered well but has faltered in his quest 
for a first major title. He redeemed himself after a display of 
anger with his full-body Champagne toast of a French tennis 
star of the present and the future. Another reminder, it seems, 
of the versatility of Champagne.... 

S.W. Hermansen has used his expertise in econometrics, data 
science and epidemiology to help develop research databases for 
the Pentagon, the National Institutes of Health, the Department 
of Agriculture, and Health Resources and Services. He has visited 
premier vineyards and taste wines from major appellations in 
California, Oregon, New York State, and internationally from 
Tuscany and the Piedmont in Italy, the Ribera del Duero in 
Spain, the Barossa Valley and McLaren Vale in Australia, and the 
Otego Valley in New Zealand. Currently he splits time between 
residences in Chevy Chase, Maryland and St. Armand’s Circle 

WineTimes

S.W. and Rich Hermansen
Guest Writers
wine@lbknews.com

Champagne Frenzy fuels spirited sportsmanship
Zverev redeemed himself after a display of anger with his full-body Champagne toast of a 
French tennis star of the present and the future.

in Florida.
Rich Hermansen selected has first wine list for a restau-

rant shortly after graduating from college with a degree in 
Mathematics. He has extensive service and management experi-

ence in the food and wine industry. Family and friends rate him 
as their favorite chef, bartender, and wine steward. He lives in 
Severna Park, Maryland.
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Some like it hot.  Nearly sixty years ago, film director Billy Wilder presciently premised that 
two men fleeing the hotly pursuing Chicago mob could succeed by dressing as women, and 
then unexpectedly find true love.  But what happens to hot men and women when the mercury 
keeps rising?  The strange transports of temperature are telling chang-
ing tales in the new psychology of heat:

Flying Hot
In military parlance, “flying in hot” means deliberately transporting 

into a dangerous combat zone. In civilian terms, it has now taken a 
different meaning.  Passengers trying to fly out of Phoenix recently 
discovered that Bombardier jets could not manage the 119 degrees at 
the tarmac.  They were unsafe to fly, though bigger jets could appar-
ently still lift off at 125 or 127 degrees. Hundreds of flights never flew.  
One millennial, frustrated following three cancelled flights, drove to 
San Diego in order to return to cool Seattle.  We are now in the age of 
“too hot to fly.”  Which will make the natives yet more restless:

Heat and Violence
When temperatures are too hot, people get testy.  The American urban riots of the 1960s 

were partly blamed on the “long hot summer,” but heat decidedly hits human behavior.  
Physicians and anyone interested in health knows that hot temperatures kill people without 
air conditioning, particularly the elderly.  Yet temperatures do not have to go above average 
human body levels (not quite 98.6 Fahrenheit but near it)  for anger and frustration to burst 
forth.  Revolutions and rebellions find fertile fields when temperatures rise.  Indeed, that may 
be one reason we describe anger exacerbations as “rising.”

One reason too much heat troubles us is sleep loss.  In many studies, people sleep poorly 
when the ambient temperature climbs above 75 degrees.  That’s a pretty low bar these days.  
Sleep really gets worse above 80 degrees.  If you’re an American in combat in Afghanistan 
or Iraq, or someone caught in the conflicts of Syria or Yemen, you’ll have more than ample 
experience.

We need sleep like food.  Sleep is hard to get when it gets too hot.  It’s not just insomnia 
researchers that know sleepless people are often irritable people.

Heat and Sex
It may be nice to have a hot body,  and even better to have hot sex, but not when things get 

too hot.  In  sultry summers prior to the rise of social media and video games, sex was always a 
preferred summer experience. Yet too much heat can work as a potent anti-aphrodisiac.  When 
the outside temperature gets too high, people become less athletic in multiple arenas.

MATTHEW EDLUND
Guest Columunist
Edlundr@lbknews.com

It’s getting too hot to handle
Rising seas will certainly change people’s sense of place, home, and cultural certainty.  
We’re about to test the limits of what may happen when things get too hot to handle.

MATTHEW  EDLUND

KeyHealth

Heat and Fire
Silicon Valley entrepreneurs are “on fire” with new ideas for new social media.   High school 

students see their innamorata and “melt with love.”  It’s not the kind of melting that recently 
took place on roads in central Portugal, where dozens died when the forests lit on fire.  Many 
of the Australian imported eucalyptus trees quickly burst into flame, creating near firestorm 
conditions.  Meanwhile, major wildfires across the  American Great Plains  have more than 
tripled in the last thirty years, from 33 in 1985 to 117 in 2014.  Vacationlands are now under 
progressively greater threat of uncontrollable fires.  The natural sense of safety we feel in the 
great outdoors more readily declines.

Heat and Bugs
Recent studies argue that most of the newly significant human epidemics, like AIDS and 

Ebola, are zoonoses, diseases in animals that then spread to humans. Bats in the very hot  
Amazon are considered future disease vectors. Will rising temperatures worldwide create 
changes in mutation rates, provoking new epidemics?  Certainly the rapid shift in populations, 
human and otherwise, provoked by rapidly hotter climates, will make the spread of such dis-
eases more likely.

Bottom Line
What happens when things get too hot?  People get irritable. They can’t sleep.  They act 

badly.  They become more prone to anger and violence.  Yet the effects of increasing global 
heat will be far more pervasive. The destruction of a large part of the animal world – estimates 
are up to 40% of the planet’s wildlife has disappeared in the past few decades – might change 
the psychology of some. Rising seas will certainly change people’s sense of place, home, and 
cultural certainty.

How much heat can people take?  We’re about to test the limits of what may happen when 
things get too hot to handle.
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Letters, from page 9

Give the Gift of Tennis Lessons
AFFORDABLE - PROFESSIONAL - DOWNTOWN SARASOTA

Give your children or grandchildren professional tennis instruction
 at the City of Sarasota’s Payne Park.

Foam Ball: 
Ages 4 to 6, Tuesdays 4 to 5 p.m. kids learn proper contact and 
swing using soft foam tennis balls to develop confidence. $20

Red Ball: 
Ages 6 to 10, Tuesdays 5 to 6 p.m. Focus on , preparation, foot 
work, hand-eye coordination and contact. $20

10 And Under High Performance: 
Mondays 5 to 6 p.m. Focus on biomechanics, technique, footwork, 
agility, shot-making and rallying. $20

Middle and High School Tennis Prep: 
Wednesdays 4 to 6 p.m. complete tennis training to bring the game 
to a match-ready level. $30

Individual Junior lessons $60 per hour.

Sherry ‘Nef’ Price is a USPTR certified professional. She played at IMG and Division 1 College.
Call Payne Park Tennis center at 941-263-6641 to schedule.

Payne Park Tennis Center, 2050 Adams Lane, Downtown Sarasota, 34237

Editor Letters
and closes, and exactly what impact it has on travel times to/from LBK.  We have now asked 
FDOT and Commissioner Karon to uncover a more information regarding traffic and actual 
number of openings.

On a positive note, the Commission did recommend to FDOT that the width be reduced to 
minimize encroachment on the 9-unit, 360 N Condo complex.  The Commission also made 
a case to FDOT against the tall fixed span bridge (which would make the LBK Pass bridge the 
5th highest bridge in the State).  

Maureen Merrigan
Longboat Key

Bridge update from FDOT
To: Maureen Merrigan
Regarding height, our main objective was to try to avoid the high fixed bridge, despite its 

much lower cost.  We felt that showing some flexibility ( to reduce openings) would enhance 
the likelihood we could avoid the worst case. By the way, Bradenton Beach has just notified us 
that they are endorsing our approach.  If the opportunity arises to argue for the lower bascule, 
we will certainly do so. Hope you are enjoying your Summer somewhere cool, if such a place 
exists.

Ken Schneier
Mayor
Town of Longboat Key

Bridge update from FDOT
To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier
Thank you for bringing back to the Commission the question of the new LBK Pass bridge 

height, in response to our (LBK North) concerns at the last Town Workshop.   One of the pri-
mary reasons LBK North exists is to present a more unified community perspective to our local 
government on issues that are important to us across 26 neighborhood and condo associations.  
We were surprised by the outcome of the Commission discussion but realize the discussions 
with FDOT will continue.  

Below are the minutes from our meeting on the topic which highlight, again, our rationale.     
Excerpt LBK North Minutes 7/18/24
We spent 20 frustrating minutes of our meeting trying to understand why our Town 

Commission recommended the higher bascule bridge to FDOT, versus the lower bridge for 
which LBK North advocated.  Paul Hylbert, LBK North co-chair, and Eddie Abrams, MPO 
Citizen’s Representative, both attended the Commission workshop. As you may recall, FDOT 
proposed 3 options: tall fixed span bridge and two bascule (opening) bridges, one lower than 
the other.

We asked for the Town to recommend the lower bascule bridge because it is only 35% higher 
than the current bridge (the higher bascule option is twice as high as the current bridge), the 
lower bridge only increases the slope for pedestrians and bicyclists by 33% (versus a slope 
increase of 50% with the higher bascule), the lower option had a slightly lower cost, and still 
allowed you to feel like you were closer to the water and nature as you crossed over one of the 
most beautiful passes on the coast of Florida.

So what happened?  It appears the pedestrians, bicyclists, (and drivers who don’t mind a 
pause to enjoy the beauty) and the LBK North Community all lost out because the Town 
Commission believed the “35% less openings” seemed to be more important -  despite not 
having hard data on how often the bridge opens, when it typically opens, how fast it opens 
and closes, and exactly what impact it has on travel times to/from LBK.  We have now asked 
FDOT and Commissioner Karon to uncover a bit more information regarding traffic and 
actual number of openings.

On a positive note, the Commission did recommend to FDOT that the width be reduced to 
minimize encroachment on the 9 unit, 360 N Condo complex.  The Commission also made a 
case to FDOT against the tall fixed span bridge (which would make the LBK Pass bridge the 
5th highest bridge in the State).  

Maureen Merrigan
Longboat Key

Water Main replacement
To: Judy Boice
This is my favorite kind of letter and I appreciate your taking the time to write it.  Guy is 

one of our special staff members and deserves your recognition.  It’s never fun to have your 
neighborhood torn up, but it helps to have people who care on hand to minimize the disrup-
tions and fix any problems as they arise.  Thanks.

Ken Schneier
Mayor
Town of Longboat Key

Motorboat Zone Fix
To: Longboat Key Commission
On behalf of the Lands End HOA Board, representing the community just south of the 

Bergstrom/Saunders/Mayer properties, we wholly support Joan Bergstrom’s recommendations 
regarding the Greer Island Swim/Kayak zone. Due to the vague dividing line, motorboats regu-
larly encroach into the swim/kayak area, creating all the problems noted by Joan. 

In addition,  many boats play excessively loud music, disturbing not only beachgoers, but the 

residents at the north end of LBK.  Loud boat music also continues to be a problem on the 
Jewfish Key Sandbar.   Signage should also include prohibition on loud music in violation of 
LBK’s noise ordinance, both on Greer Island and the sandbar. For all these reasons, the entire 
Greer beach east of the bridge should be reserved for swimmers/kayaks.  There is more than 
ample room for motorboats west of the bridge.

James G. Haft
Longboat Key

Motorboat zone fix 
To: Longboat Key Commission
My name is Joan Bergstrom and I am a 70 year resident of the Land’s End/Longboat Pass 

area located at the North end of Longboat Key.  Also, I am  a part of the Bergstrom – Mayers 
- Saunders Family who have lived at Land’s End on the Pass located at the extreme North End 
of Longboat Key for over 75 years.

We at Land’s End appreciate the Commissioners’ addressing, creating and enforcement of 
a  Swim-Kayak Zone and Motorboat Zone.   However, by placing a section of the motorboat 
west side zone in proximity of the east side swim kayak zone has caused a conflict. 

There is a 4 -fold problem that we are witness to daily as this area has great allure for boater 
and beachgoers alike.    There is a problem which needs a clarification of the delineation 
between the East Swim and Kayak Zone and the West Motorboat Zone. The problems as I 
see them are below as follows: 

1) The motorboats are intruding by removing the swim floats and using the swim kayak 
zone beach to moor their boats.  This intrusion causes constant enforcement by the LBK 
Police and the Manatee County Sheriff ’s Dept. 

2) The intrusion of the motorboats creates danger for swimmers and kayakers for having 
large motor props to interfere in their passive recreation area. 

3) The Manatees and sea life are constantly endangered by this motorboat activity next to 
their Channel to the sanctuary of the Greer Inlet. 

4) The motorboat activity of this small Greer Channel area blocks the over one million-
dollar channel which was built in a joint effort by Manatee County and Longboat Key  for 
access into the Greer Inlet by Homeowners who  need access to their homes and  docks and 
the passive use by kayakers, wildlife and  the Manatees. 

Through the efforts of the Commissioners to create a clear channel opening into the Greer 
Channel and to create two separate zones was well done.  However, now a little further tweak-
ing in the design and signage is necessary to make this nice enhancement function smoothly.  
If signage could be added stating public beach rules regarding pets in an effort to protect the 
nesting birds in the area there,  it would be a very good thing. 

I would respectfully like to support the letter of suggestions recently made to the Town of 
Longboat Key and the Manatee County Commissioners by Tom Mayers to more clearly sepa-
rate and delineate the East swim kayak zone area from the West motorboat zone area using 
the bridge as the dividing line.  Kindly refer to the photo diagram of the Greer Channel with 
an outline design solution for dividing the two zones by Tom Mayers included with his letter.    
It is confusing and difficult to enforce how it is presently laid out.  Thank you for addressing 
this issue in a timely manner. 

I kindly suggest making the Longboat Key Bridge the dividing line between the motorboat 
area and the passive swim/kayak area so that the problem is resolved with more clarity.  Please 
see Tom Mayers’ photo solution already submitted with his letter in early June, 2024.

Thank you for your prompt consideration and your actions for solving this ongoing matter 
permanently. 

Joan Bergstrom
Longboat Key
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Steff's Stuff
5380 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE

IN THE CENTRE SHOPS   •  941.383.1901
OPEN WEDNESDAY - SATURDAY 10:00 - 4:00 

SteffsStuffLBK.com

ANTIQUES AND TREASURES
ESTATES & CONSIGNMENTS ARRIVING DAILY 

Business Directory

ANTIQUE ORIENTAL RUGS.COM
FOR OVER 40 YEARS...

ALL HAND CHOSEN
ALL ONE-OF-A-KIND

BOUGHT • SOLD • APPRAISED
Visit our Sarasota Gallery
Call Robert Mosby

941.925.1025
By appointment only

Cortez Bait & Seafood 
Fresher than Fresh!

Local Florida Seafood
Oysters • Shrimp • Clams

Fish Spread • Smoked Mullet
Tues-Sat: 10 AM to 6 PM  •  Sun-Mon: 11AM to 6 PM       

Located 2 blocks south of Cortez Road 941.794.1547
CortezSeafoodMarket.com

                  4528 119th St. West, Cortez

SEE US ON FACEBOOK

MON - SAT: 10 AM TO 6:30PM | SUN: 10AM TO 5PM
12110 Cortez Road West

Cortez, FL
941.794.1547

www.cortezbaitandseafood.com

200 CENTRAL AVE. SUITE 11
ACROSS FROM WHOLE FOODS 

484-889-8991  • menshaircutsarasota.com

KAREN & ANGELO POMPETTI
Two Generations of Master Barbers 

Traditional & Cutting Edge Barbering
38 Years in Business

AcuMedFL.com  •  KCHILL@ACUEMEDFL.COM
2953 Bee Ridge Road • Sarasota, FL 34239

941.250.6911

• Acupuncture

• Injection Therapy

• Herbology

• Homeopathy

• Massage

MASSAGE & 
FACIAL REJUVENATION

CPA
Taxes and Accounting

941-387-0926

Art Ready To Hang
Sale5370 #202 

GMD
Bob and Mary are @

 5370 #2020 Gulf of Mexico Dr

DESIGN
DESIGN
DESIGN
DESIGN
DESIGN 2

0
0
0

EXCELLENCE
AND EXPERIENCE

IN HAIR AND NAIL DESIGN

387-9807

6840 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE
AT WHITNEY BEACH PLAZA

www.design2000longboatkeyfl.com

NEW CLIENT 
SUMMER SPECIAL
20% OFF MANI / PEDI

Celebrating 26 years
 on the island!

Fresh Air
       and
Exercise?

Scan Our Free Guides
Legacy Trail, Sarasota Bayfront, 

and the Gulf Islands

LEIGHTON ALLENBY
REALTOR®

239.537.4563
LAllenby@gmail.comwww.LeightonAllenby.com

LONGBOAT KEY • SARASOTA
LAKEWOOD RANCH

Assisting Buyers, Sellers, and Investors in 
navigating the dynamic real estate market

(941) 284-9563
  Erinn Earth, Owner/Operator

Haircuts
Color

Highlights
Treatments

Ayurvedic Scalp 
Massage

200 Central Ave  •  Suite 18  •  Downtown Sarasota

Health Is Wealth

BOOK NOW AT:  hairandearth.glossgenius.com

Angelo Pompetti Bonetti

200 Central Ave.
Suite 11

941.297.8991 
www.menshaircustsarasota.com

Professional men’s barber services.
At our salon or at your residence 

on Longboat or Lido Key.
Call or text for appointments.

L  ved againL  
Boutique

UPSCALE WOMEN’S CONSIGNMENT STORE

4141 S. Tamiami Trail #8 • Sarasota
BESIDE TRADER JOE’S

941.702.8159

• JOHNNY WAS
• HERMES

HIGH END CLOTHING, SHOES, AND ACCESSORIES
• CHANEL
• JIMMY CHOO

ROYAL LIGHT HOME CARE
Serving Longboat, Lido & Sarasota
Errands • Meal Prep • Grocery Shopping

Private Care • Appointments • Event Outings
Companionship • Med Reminders

Hospital Sitting • Emotional Support 
Light Housekeeping • Royal Light Readers

Please call Lashunda or Alicia
941-500-2040

www.RoyalLightHomeCare.com

Stacy’s Computers
 Repair & Tutoring 

in Your Home
Call Stacy at 941.246.1048

BE WELL WITH DR. MESA!
•  Direct Primary Care
•  Weight Management
•  Anti-Aging Care
•  Now Offering: The HydraFacial

Dr. Nathalia Mesa
941-251-0600
www.mesaesthetics.com

Wildewood Professional Plaza
3645 Cortez Road West, Suite 110
Bradenton, FL 34210

Hablo español
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Ads that work... 
ads@Lbknews.com 

PO Box 8001
 Longboat Key, FL 34228

941-387-2200 
www.lbknews.com

Steve Reid, Editor & Publisher 
sreid@lbknews.com

Associate Publisher
Melissa Reid

Columnists
Susan Goldfarb, Sig Hermansen, 
Greg Rusovich, Blake Fleetwood 

Sales
Lillian Sands
Steve Reid

ads@lbknews.com

Graphic Production
Dottie Rutledge

KeyCrossword

When receiving serve in doubles, the receiver should stand 
slightly behind the baseline. When the server hits the ball, the 
receiver should split step.  If the serve 
is hard and the receiver is struggling, 
they should back up until they can 
comfortably return the serve.  If the 
server has a weak serve, the receiver 
should move forward until they can 
comfortably receive the ball without 
letting it drop. If you are playing some-
one significantly better than you, you 
could potentially stand 10 feet behind 
the baseline.  If you are playing some-
one much weaker than you, you may 
stand right behind the service line.  You should always adapt 
to your opponent.

When the receiver is returning serve the receiver’s partner 
should stand on the service line for three important reasons.  
Firstly, they need to watch the service line, so they can call 
the ball out if the serve is long.  Secondly, they stand at the 
service line so that if their partner hits to the net player they 
have time to react if they are attacked. Finally, the receiver’s 
partner starts at the service line so they can protect the middle.  
Once the receiver hits a good return of serve (i.e. cross court 
or a lob over the net player) then the receiver’s partner should 
move in. If the receiver is having difficulty with the serve or 
the server’s partner is poaching it is also acceptable for the 
receiver’s partner to start the point at the baseline.  If you are 
having a difficult time receiving serve, having your partner 
come back to the baseline can significantly reduce your stress 
level and increase your likelihood for success.  While it is a 
more defensive formation, it doesn’t matter if it calms your 
nerves and gives you a greater chance of getting the return 
back.  Some players also report they can see the serve better 
when their peripheral vision is not obstructed by their partner 
at the net.

The most important strategy when returning serve is to 
get it in.  Missing a return of serve is equivalent to a double 
fault.  Don’t beat yourself!  Most of your returns should go 
cross court.   If you hit them well, angled and low, even if they 
poach you will be successful.  Occasionally mix in a lob to 
keep them honest, and if you find yourself significantly inside 
the baseline take an offensive opportunity and go for the 
down the line winner.  There are many strokes, strategies, and 
positions to consider when playing high percentage doubles.  
Hopefully these tips will help you feel more confident the next 
time you and your partner are receiving serve.

Jackie Bohannon is the Director of Tennis at the Bird Key 
Yacht Club.

BOHANNON

BreakPoints
How to effectively return the serve

Long-time tennis pro and honored as America’s Top Coach 
Jackie Bohannon will answer any question on tennis.  

Please email question you have on strategy, technique, men-
tal game, fitness, equipment, etc., to: 

tennis@lbknews.com

I am struggling with my return of serve. Can you help me better under-
stand where I should stand when receiving serve? Any other tips?
JACKIE BOHANNON
Guest Columunist
tennis@lbknews.com

Serve Jackie your best shot!
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REAL ESTATE BY REAL EXPERTS 
OVER $100 MILLION PENDING AND SOLD JUST IN 2024

This material is based upon information that we consider to be reliable, but because it has been supplied by third parties, we cannot represent that it is accurate or complete, and it should not be relied upon as such. 
 The offering is subject to errors, omissions, changes, including price, or withdrawal without notice.  

RANKED #10 COLDWELL BANKER INDIVIDUAL REALTOR IN THE NATION

www.BruceMyer.com

595 BAY ISLES ROAD, SUITE 250  •   LONGBOAT KEY, FL 34228

  BRUCE MYER
  GROUP

WESTON POINT • 617 WESTON POINTE COURT • LONGBOAT KEY, FL • $3,495,000
4BR/5BA  •  4,395 SF  •  Canal front w/dock  •  Courtyard with casita

SCAN FOR MORE

     CHASE MYER  (941) 315-5318                BRUCE MYER  (941) 376-5311

LBK TOWERS • 603 LONGBOAT CLUB RD., #1102N  •  LONGBOAT KEY, FL  •  $1,799,000
2BR/2BA  •  1,458 SF  •  Gulf, bay, golf course views  •  Extended Gulf front terrace

SCAN FOR MORE

FAIRWAY BAY  •  1930 HARBOURSIDE DR #111 • LONGBOAT KEY, FL • $699,000
2BR/2BA  •  1,442 SF  

THE BAYOU •  3221 BAYOU WAY  •  LONGBOAT KEY, FL  •  $1,575,000
3BR/3.5BA  •  2,639 SF

COREY’S LANDING • 3514 MISTLETOE LANE • LONGBOAT KEY, FL $2,100,000
3BR/2.5BA  •  2,502 SF  •  PENDING IN ONE DAY

NOW
PENDING

NOW
PENDING

NOW
PENDING

COUNTRY CLUB SHORES  •  1180 BOGEY LANE  •  LONGBOAT KEY, FL  •  $997,000  
2BR+DEN/2BA • 2,180 SF • Furnished  •  Large fenced yard

SCAN FOR MORE

WEST OF TRAIL • 1886 PROSPECT STREET • SARASOTA, FL • $2,799,000
4BR/4BA •  3,444 SF  • Modern Elegance • Built in 2016 • Close to Downtown

SCAN FOR MORE

OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY  •  JULY 28 • 1:00 - 4:00 PM

OPEN
SUNDAY
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