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Welcome to Winter Living
AS a temperate summer fades into scarves, frosty 
windscreens and early sunsets, Christmas is a beacon 
of light and festivity that gets many of us through the 
colder days.

As Santa is set to fly his sleigh over the borough, 
Barnsley is gearing up for Christmas.

With Christmas lights illuminating the streets and 
plenty of festive activities, the town’s Christmas spirit 
will soon be in full swing.

The Barnsley Christmas Market is set to become a 
must-see destination, with everything from handmade 
gifts to delicious hot drinks and street food.

Winter also marks the release of the latest edition of 
our seasonal magazines, Winter Living, which is sure 
to entertain whilst curled up by the fire with a mug of 
hot chocolate.

Featuring a fun-filled festive line-up of events suit-
able for the whole family, you’ll never be short of days 
(or evenings) out.

There is plenty more in the magazine including a 
few holiday suggestions which are a bit away from the 
norm.

Readers can also get a headstart on their gardening 
for next year thanks to our handy guide and there is 
a deep dive into whether doing a DNA test is really 
worth it.

My colleague Josh rounds off the magazine in typical 
fashion – behind the wheel of a fast car.

Once the weather thaws and the tulips bloom, keep 
an eye out for our Spring Living magazine – giving you 
an expert’s guide to the season that will make you 
feel like a spring chicken.

If you would like to see yourself in the next edition of 
our seasonal magazines, give us a call on 734400, or 
email us on bcsales3@barnsley-chronicle.co.uk.

Charlotte Oldroyd
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QUALITY BEDS AT REALISTIC PRICES

but be quick! Time is but be quick! Time is 
running out.running out.

THERE’S STILL TIME 
TO HAVE YOUR NEW 
BED DELIVERED FOR 
CHRISTMAS!

Wombwell Lane, Nr Wombwell, Barnsley, S73 8EP
01226 756622  |  www.archersbedworld.co.uk

Open: Monday to Saturday 
9.30am to 5.00pm.

Sunday 11.00am to 4.00pm

STORAGE BED
SPECIALIST

• End lift • Side lift • Half lift
• Electric Ottomans • Locally madeEXCELLENT CUSTOMER SERVICE AS STANDARD

A LOCAL COMPANY YOU CAN TRUST

Wombwell Lane , Nr Wombwell, Barnsley. S73 8EP01226 756622 | www.archersbedworld.co.ukOpen: Monday to Saturday 9.30am  to 5:00pm. Sunday 11.00am - 4.00pm

STORAGE BED
SPECIALIST

EXCELLENT CUSTOMER SERVICE AS STANDARD   |   A LOCAL COMPANY YOU CAN TRUST

• End lift • Side lift • Half lift• Solid bases and lids • Locally made

ARCHERSARCHERSBedworldBedworld
     Spring   Spring

intointo  ACTIONACTION
There’s no better time 

to buy a new bed.
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Samaritans of Barnsley is a registered charity.

w

By volunteering for a few hours 
a week, you could help change 
someone’s life forever.

Ordinary 
people doing 
extraordinary 
things

Barnsley

Volunteer 
with us

To find out more visit
samaritans.org/volunteer

We will train, mentor and  
support you all the way.

Call 01226 244447

Email barnsley@samaritans.org

The Old Ivy Shed
Cheesecakery

To place an order, please call or text on 07368 383 216 or message us via Facebook
We are located on The Arcade, Barnsley Town Centre

OPEN 8AM - 4PM MONDAY - SATURDAY

“Best quick lunch we have had for years! Fabulous service 
with a smile and grub to die for! Utterly recommended!”

“We used the Old Ivy Shed for an lunch buffet for a meeting 
at Barnsley Library last week and the food was amazing”

We offer an extensive menu of both sweet & savoury food - 
All freshly prepared to enjoy inside or takeaway!

• Hot & cold drinks
• Milkshakes
• Pie & peas
• Soup & bread roll
• Jacket potatoes

• Paninis
• Pasties
• Sausage rolls
• Sandwiches
• Salad boxes

• Cheesecakes
• Cupcakes
• Cookies
• Brownies
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Gee Vee Travel
Coach Holidays and Tours

Celebrating 41 years in the business

TOURS / SHOWS / EVENTS

15 - 19 Dec

23 - 27 Dec

23 - 27 Dec

23 - 27 Dec

23 - 27 Dec

23 - 27 Dec

23 - 27 Dec

27 - 30 Dec

30 Dec - 2 Jan

30 Dec - 3 Jan

30 Dec - 2 Jan

30 Dec - 2 Jan

Paignton - Palace Hotel

Blackpool - Park House Hotel

Paignton - Queens Hotel

St Annes - Monterey Beach Hotel

Torquay - Derwent Hotel

Whitby - Royal Hotel

Yarmouth - Nelson Hotel

Blackpool - Ruskin Hotel

Blackpool - Park House Hotel

Paignton - Torbay Court Hotel

St Annes - Monterey Beach Hotel

Whitby - Royal Hotel

Follow us on Facebook at Gee Vee Travel

£396
£632
£705
£596
£568
£528
£431
£322
£452
£470
£487
£448

DATESDATES HOTELHOTEL PRICEPRICE

To Book Call us on:

01226 287403
www.geeveetravel.co.uk

TOURSTOURS

Scarborough

EastbourneBlackpool

30 Dec - 2 Jan

5 - 9 Jan

12 - 16 Jan

18 - 23 Jan

26 - 30 Jan

2 - 6 Feb

2 - 6 Feb

9 - 13 Feb

9 - 13 Feb

14 - 15 Feb

Yarmouth - Nelson Hotel

Torquay - Derwent Resevoir

Whitby - Royal Hotel

Blackpool - Ruskin Hotel

Torquay - Derwent Hotel

Eastbourne - Queens Hotel

Weston-super-Mare - Anchor Head Hotel

Blackpool - Queens Hotel

Torquay - Riviera Hotel

Scarborough - Cumberland Hotel

£359
£355
£368
£326
£295
£308
£296
£286
£275
£97

DATESDATES HOTELHOTEL PRICEPRICE

Sun 15 Feb

Sat 28 Mar

Sun 5 Apr

Sun 10 May

Sun 10 May

Sat 13 June

Sun 5 July

Sat 11 July

Birmingham Tattoo

Fawlty Towers

Matilda

Harry Potter Studios

Steps ‘Here & Now’ Musical

Bodyguard Musical

Duxford Summer Airshow

Priscilla Queen of Desert

£53pp
£70pp

£107pp
£97 Ad | £87 Child

£80pp
£80pp

£82 Ad | £37 Child
£77pp

DATESDATES SHOWSHOW PRICEPRICE

SHOWS / EVENTSSHOWS / EVENTS

Harry Potter Steps Musical

Duxford A’show

TOURS (continued)TOURS (continued)
16 - 20 Feb

16 - 20 Feb

16 - 20 Feb

23 - 27 Feb

23 - 27 Feb

Llandudno - Chatsworth Hotel

Babbacombe - Anchorage Hotel

Torquay - Derwent Hotel

Blackpool - Ruskin Hotel 60’s Themed

Weymouth - Royal Hotel

£355
£240
£337
£350
£346

DATESDATES HOTELHOTEL PRICEPRICE

Paignton

TorquayWhitby
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Cleaning BE CLEANSM A D E  E ASY  W I T H

WHAT WE OFFER:
• Regular Weekly / Bi-Weekly Cleans
• After build Cleans
• End of Tenancy Clean
• Deep Clean

ABOUT US:
• Independently Owned
• Insured & DBS Checked
• Cleaning Products Provided
• Free Consultations / Walkthroughs

Our Testimonial’s speak for themselves...

great service! house is spotless 
after Be Cleans have been!

Rob

Really good service. More than 
happy to recommend them.

Andy

GET IN TOUCH TO BOOK:
Email: becleans2024@gmail.com

Amazing cleaning company, very 
happy with the work carried out 

and competitive prices. 
Olivia

Great service from Be Cleans. 
We’re extremely satisfied after 

every visit.
Kym

ROYSAUTOSAUTOS
Roys Autos is a family run business that has been trading in Barnsley for over 30 

years, specialising in 24hr and commercial vehicle breakdowns and recovery 
throughout the UK.

Based in Mapplewell, Barnsley. We contract to many local businesses, 
breakdown organisations as well as offering our services to the public. We have 

a full fleet of recovery vehicles that can handle and move just about anything 
anywhere and anytime.

We have our own onsite workshops which offers MOTs along with all service and 
repairs, fuel drains and tyres for all cars and light vehicles. Our mechanics have 

over 30 years experience in the trade. No job is too small at all.

WHAT OUR CUSTOMERS HAVE TO SAY...
“Had a very good experience today with 

2 of the blokes from Roy’s Autos. Was 
waiting less than 30 mins to be recovered. 

Quick and professional service.”

“Had the privilege of being assisted by 
Rob. Was a quick, hassle free experience 
and was able to locate and fix the issue 

within a few minutes.”

24 HOUR RESCUE & RECOVERY

Quick, efficient and professional 
service. Highly recommended! (Also 

gives you lots of handy tips).

admin@roysautos.co.uk
Email:

01226 387141
Tel: MON-FRI 9AM-6PM

07795 346651

EMERGENCY OUT OF HOURS
BREAKDOWN: Roys Autos 

Like us:
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Christmas Day Lunch 
Enjoy a glass of Bucks Fizz & Canapés on  
arrival followed by a traditional 3 course  

Christmas Day Lunch, with entertainment and a visit 
from Santa at 2.30pm. 
Bucks Fizz at 12.30pm 
Lunch served at 1.00pm 

£80.00 per adult 
£40.00 per child—under 12 

New Year’s Eve 
Gala Dinner 

Start the night with Champagne and Canapés  
followed by a 5 course Dinner then be  

Entertained by the Vintage Vibe Band &  
Disco  

Start Time 7.00pm. Events ends at 2.00am# 
£95.00 per person 
(over 18’s only) 

Black Tie Event—No Jeans 

New Years Eve  
Family Party 

Enjoy a 2 course hot & cold buffet then dance  
the night away with our resident DJ. 

.From 6.30pm –1.00am. 
£50.00 per adult 

£25.00 per child– under 12 
£10.00 per child—under 3 

Taylor Swift Tribute 
Friday 19th  December 

Enjoy a Taylor Swift tribute with  
Pie & Pea supper and resident DJ. 

7.00pm– 1.00am.  
£25.00 per adult 

£12.50 per child under 12 

Family Disco Party 
14th December 

Enjoy Games, a 1 course Hot Fork Buffet  
& Disco, with a visit from Santa. 

12.30-4.00pm 
£20.00 per adult  

£10.00 per child under 12 
(Under 3’s eat free) 

Brooklands Disco Bingo 
20th  December 

 £25.00 per person 
A interactive bingo game with modern  twist  

Includes Pie & Pea Supper & Disco  
Doors Open 6.00pm Show  

Starts 7.00pm. Ends—Midnight 
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Advanced referral services 
at Vets for Pets Barnsley 
24hr hospital.
From routine care to life-saving surgery.   
Everything your pet needs, all under one roof.

Your vets, your team, your 
hospital here for you 24/7
Take a virtual tour of our Barnsley practice.
Scan the QR code to explore our facilities.

Lap spay 
CT scan 
Fractures 
Spinal surgery
Rehabilitation

P0104_PAH0225534192-023_PN9486107_VFP_Barnsley Referral Advert_247h X 315h mm.indd   1P0104_PAH0225534192-023_PN9486107_VFP_Barnsley Referral Advert_247h X 315h mm.indd   1 28/02/2025   09:4928/02/2025   09:49
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London trip was a memorable one...
By Chronicle chief reporter  
Jack Tolson...

IT’S very rare that I roam outside the bor-
ough of Barnsley during my working week 
– that’s obviously a given due to my role.

That’s why that when I received a call ask-
ing if I’d be able to travel down to London 
to witness a historic meeting between 
Claire Throssell and the Prime Minister I 
jumped at the chance.

The capital’s a bit of an unknown for us 
folk up north.

Other than the odd Wembley trip with the 
Reds – albeit there’s been a few in recent 
years – we much prefer our home comforts.

But I headed down south on the train early 
in the morning and arrived in London just 
before midday.

Navigating the tubes is hard enough as it 
is, but there were some serious issues with 
the way they were running which made it 
even harder to get to Westminster.

I don’t think I’ve ever seen as many 
people in one place as I did that day.

It is a little overwhelming but I found 
the nearest pub to try to pass some time 
before my appointment and bought a Pepsi.

Six Great British pounds – I couldn’t 
believe it.

I don’t know how southerners do it.
But I wasn’t going to let it dampen my 

spirits and I eventually went down to 
Downing Street at about 3pm.

As you can imagine the security there is 
like something out of a movie.

Just to get onto the street you need to 
go through airport-style scanners and be 
checked – and once you pass that you’re 
there.

It really is just a street but there’s some-

thing different about seeing it on TV and 
then being there in the flesh.

I took my customary picture outside the 
front door and even had the stroke of luck 
to meet Larry the Cat – probably the most 
famous living being I’ve ever met.

When you actually go through the doors 
you have to leave all electrical items in the 
hallway and so I didn’t manage to take any 
photos myself.

But you’re taken aback immediately by the 
decor in there – I didn’t want to sit down on 
the sofas because of how posh they looked.

Claire’s story is so incredibly emotional 
so it was heartwarming to see the Prime 
Minister greet her with such openness.

We were only in the room for a few min-
utes before the pair spoke behind-closed-
doors – but it was long enough to show that 
he did genuinely care about her and her 
mission.

After leaving Downing Street I immediately 
went down to Parliament to speak with MP 
Marie Tidball and Claire and once again I 
was blown away by the building itself.

You definitely wouldn’t get anything like 
that up here in little old Barnsley.

After the long but immensely worthwhile 
day had ended I got back on the tube, and 
just as I thought I’d be able to relax, it 
didn’t move for 20 minutes.

And when it did eventually start running, it 
would stop again.

A usual 25-minute journey turned into an 
hour-long one before I managed to get to St 
Pancras.

I returned back to Barnsley just before 
11pm and I was knackered.

But I’m glad I got to experience it and tell 
Claire’s story again.

Although I think it’ll be a long time yet 
until I venture back down south...
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01226 593409

High Energy, Fun
and Educational

South
Yorkshire
West
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Yorkshire 

West
For ages 1-5
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You can enjoy yourself and limit the damage this Christmas
THE festive season is a glorious time 
of year. 

There’s twinkling lights, indulgent 
feasts and endless gatherings with 
friends and family. But let’s be honest... 
it’s also the time when fitness rou-
tines tend to slip down the priority list, 
replaced by mince pies and mulled wine. 

The good news is that staying active 
doesn’t mean missing out on the fun. 

Weaving fitness into your celebrations 
can make the holidays even more joyful. 
Here’s how to keep moving, laughing 
and feeling fabulous all season long.

Turn workouts into tradition
You don’t have to wait until the New 

Year to start your fitness journey. Why 
not reinvent festive traditions with a 
fitness twist? Instead of just strolling 
around the Christmas markets, power-
walk with friends while carrying those 
shopping bags. 

It’s resistance training disguised as 
retail therapy! Decorating the tree? 
Stretch high, squat low, and treat it like 
a mini workout. 

Even wrapping presents can be done 
standing up, with calf raises thrown in 
for good measure.

Balance Indulgence with Movement
You’ll probably eat more than usual 

and that’s perfectly fine. The trick is 
balance. 

For every slice of Christmas cake, add 
a brisk 20-minute walk. For every glass 
of bubbly, dance to a festive songs. 

This way, you’re not denying yourself 
the treats, but you’re also keeping your 
body energised and metabolism ticking.

Dance like nobody’s watching
Holiday parties are the perfect excuse 

to hit the dance floor. 
Whether it’s a family living room disco 

or a New Year’s bash, dancing is cardio 

in disguise. 
Ten songs later, you’ll have burned off 

a gingerbread man without even realising 
it. As a handy bonus, dancing boosts 
mood, so it’s an easy way to beat the 
winter blues.

Embrace the outdoors
Winter walks are magical. Crisp air, 

frosty scenery, and maybe even a sprin-
kle of snow, it’s nature at its finest. 

Bundle up, grab a friend or the dog 
and head out for a festive stroll. If you’re 
feeling adventurous, try ice skating or 
sledding. These activities burn calories 
whilst delivering heaps of fun.

Make fitness social
The holidays are about connection, 

so why not make fitness part of the 
bonding? 

Organise a family football match in the 
park, challenge your cousins to a plank 
competition, or take a group yoga class 
before the big feast. 

Shared activity not only keeps you fit 
but also creates memories far more 
long-lasting than another round of cha-
rades.

Keep it short but sweet
Forget long gym sessions. The festive 

season is busy, so aim for short bursts 
of activity. 

Ten minutes of bodyweight exercises in 
the morning, a quick jog before dinner, or 
a stretch session before bed all add up. 

Think of it as sprinkling fitness through-
out your day. You can always build up to 
longer sessions as the weather warms 
up and the days draw out.

Fitness during the holidays isn’t about 
restriction. It’s about joy, balance and 
creativity.

 Just keep moving and you’ll discover 
that festive fitness is the best gift you 
can give yourself.
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There is something for 
everyone this winter...
THIS winter, Barnsley is sparkling with 
entertainment for the whole family.

From a dazzling light festivals to amazing 
music showcases, there’s something for 
everyone to enjoy.

As the nights draw in, the town comes 
alive with festive cheer.

Families can look forward to cosy 
Christmas markets, where the scent of 
mulled treats and the sparkle of handmade 
crafts create the perfect backdrop for fes‑
tive shopping.

For those who love live performance, 
local venues are hosting a variety of con‑
certs and community events.

Whether you’re wrapping up warm for 
an evening stroll through twinkling lights, 
enjoying the rhythm of local bands, or 
sharing laughter at family‑friendly shows, 
Barnsley offers a winter season brimming 
with creativity.

This year, the magic is right on your 
doorstep.

Birdwell Venue, Bon Jovi Experience
The Bon Jovi Experience is perfect for 

fans of the musical icon, both old and new.
Fronted by the talented Tony Pearce, who 

has been recognised by Bon Jovi himself, 
gives a thrilling show and memorable 
tribute. The show will run on Saturday 
December 13, with doors opening at  
7pm.

It is open to individuals aged 14 plus, 
with under 16s being required to attend 
with someone who is 18 plus.

Advance tickets are priced at £19.80, 
(£18 with booking fee).

They are available via https://birdwell‑
venue.com/event/387669-BonJoviExperi‑
ence.

Barnsley Civic, The Nutcracker
The Let’s All Dance Ballet Company pre‑

sents The Nutcracker, a sparkling festive 
treat for all ages.

With Tchaikovsky’s score, dazzling dan‑
cers, and enchanting storytelling, join Clara 
and her Prince on a magical journey.

Every show ends with children meeting 
the cast for unforgettable Christmas mem‑
ories.

The show will run on Tuesday December 
30, at 1pm and later the same day, at 
3pm. Tickets are £13.50 or £7 at the con‑
cessionary rate.

Tickets are available via https://barnsley‑
civic.co.uk/event/the-nutcracker/.

Penistone Paramount “It’s A Wonderful 
Life”

“It’s A Wonderful Life” is the ultimate 
seasonal feel-good film.

Starring James Stewart as George 
Bailey, the man who receives the greatest 
Christmas gift of all and a superb ensem‑
ble cast including Donna Reed and Lionel 
Barrymore, this tale ranks as an all-time 
favourite of fans and critics alike.

It will play on Thursday December 11, at 
7.30pm and Wednesday December 17, at 
the same time.

Tickets cost from £8.15 and are avail‑
able online.

Lamproom Theatre, Snow White and the 
Seven Dwarfs

A show by Barnsley Theatre Trust, 
Barnsley’s number one pantomime returns.

Packed with laugh-out-loud comedy, song 
and dance, the show is suitable for the 
whole family to enjoy. Ticket costs are 
dynamic, starting at £20. The show runs 
from December 6 to January 3, 2026.

The Bon Jovi Experience.
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OODL
DOG GROOMING

Why not make it an

Oodlicious
Christmas

This winter, treat your dog to that Oodlicious 
feeling — fresh from the groomers and ready to 

curl up by the fire.

Visit our website below for pricing and more:
Call: 07469 345063  Web: www.oodlicious.uk

Facebook: Oodlicious  Mail: salon@oodlicious.uk

Customer Parking City & Guilds Qualified Fully Insured

Prices start from as little as £30

AA TAXIS
Wherever you’re heading this festive season

will get you there with warmth, comfort and a friendly smile.

H All local runs  
H All UK airports   
H Airports  
H Locals
H Coastals 

01226 245555
Your local Barnsley taxi company

All drivers are BMBC licenced

DOOR 
TO DOOR 
SERVICE

School contracts available
and account work
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Festive teas                                                               
Throughout December,                                                                            
12pm – 3pm

Kids Festive Breakfast                                              
Every Saturday in December, 9am – 12pm

Christmas Party Events
Throughout December, 7pm – 11:30pm

Family New Year’s Eve                                      
Wednesday 31st December, 12pm – 6pm

New Year’s Eve Party                                            
Wednesday 31st December, 7pm – 1am

Christmas
AT THE METRODOME

SECURE YOUR             
TICKETS NOW

Visit: barnsleymetrodome.com/christmas

E: bookings@bpl.org.uk
T: 01226 730060
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K I N G S T O N
J E W E L L E R S

DIAMONDS - JEWELLERY - WATCHES

Our Christmas 
gift to you...

Diamond Jewellery ~ Wedding Rings ~ Gold ~ Silver ~ Danon Jewellery ~ Sekonda Watches  ~ Gifts ~ Jewellery Repairs & Alterations

DIAMOND JEWELLERY
30% to 50% OFF 

Kingston, 24 The Arcade, Barnsley. S70 2QN
Tel: 01226 780878

 www.kingstonjewellersbarnsley.co.uk

Visit our store, where our warm and friendly staff will help and 
advise you with Christmas ideas for presents for your loved ones.

THE saliva swab has replaced the dusty 
family photo album as the ultimate  
genealogical tool. 

Across the UK, millions have sent off their 
DNA to companies promising to unlock  
centuries of ancestral secrets. 

But for every heartwarming discovery of a 
long-lost cousin, there’s a serious question 
mark over data privacy and unexpected family 
revelations.

Before you drop that sample in the post, 
here is a breakdown of the compelling pros 
and the crucial cons of having your DNA  
analysed.

The Good:
Ancestral DNA kits aren’t just a novelty; they 

offer genuine, life-changing discoveries that 
traditional paper records simply can’t match.

1. Shattering Genealogical Brick Walls
The primary driver for testing is the thrill of 

discovery. 
Traditional genealogy often hits a “brick 

wall” – a lost record, a common name, or a 
missing birth certificate. DNA analysis cuts 
straight through this, using autosomal DNA 
inherited from both parents to find biological 
matches up to eight generations back.

For thousands of adoptees or those dealing 
with unknown parentage (NPEs), this is more 
than just a hobby – it’s the only way to find 
their identity. These tests can reveal close 
relatives who hold the missing piece of the 
puzzle, often leading to moving and transform-
ative reunions.

2. Refining Your Cultural Identity
Beyond finding direct ancestors, the ethnicity 

estimates provide a rich, detailed picture of 
where your forebears lived. 

Due to the massive databases held by the 
big companies, results are often highly specif-
ic for UK residents, differentiating between 

regional English, Scottish, Irish, and Welsh 
ancestry. 

This knowledge can give people a deeper, 
scientifically-backed sense of belonging and 
motivate them to explore the cultures they 
never knew were part of their past.

3. The Unofficial Health Alert
While the main services are for ancestry, 

many kits offer optional health predisposition 
reports (for an extra fee). 

Crucially, a positive result for a serious gen-
etic risk – such as the BRCA1/BRCA2 muta-
tions linked to breast cancer – can serve as a 
critical early warning. 

This information allows a UK consumer to 
approach their GP or the NHS with a focused 
concern, prompting them to seek the official, 
validated clinical testing and genetic counsel-
ling necessary for preventative action. This 
proactive step can be a literal lifesaver.

The Bad:
The simplicity of ordering a kit online belies 

the complex, lifelong risks involved, particu-
larly in the areas of privacy and emotional 
health.

1. The Permanent Privacy Risk
Your DNA is the most sensitive information 

you possess – it’s your entire biological blue-
print. 

In the UK, this is classified as “special cat-
egory data” under GDPR, offering high-level 
protection. 

However, when you send your sample to 
a private company, you are entrusting this 
data to a commercial entity, often one based 
outside the UK and subject to different legal 
jurisdictions.

The core problem is that genetic data can 
never be truly anonymised. 

Every biological relative you have, living or 
dead, is also in that database, whether they 
consented or not. 

Users must accept the permanent risk that 
the company could be hacked, sold to a dif-
ferent corporation, or compelled to share data 
with law enforcement, forever compromising 
the privacy of an entire family line.

2. The Emotional Minefield of Discovery
While finding a long-lost cousin is joyful, 

discovering an unexpected truth about your 

immediate family can be devastating. 
These revelations, often involving non- 

paternity events (NPEs) or adoption secrets, 
can shatter family structures, cause identity 
crises, and lead to serious psychological  
distress.

The NHS provides mandatory pre and post-
test counselling for clinical genetic testing. 

Direct-to-consumer companies, however, are 
not legally obliged to provide this support, 
leaving customers to handle life-altering  
emotional turmoil on their own, often with 
nothing more than an emailed result.

3. Straining the Already Busy NHS
The health results from DTC tests are often 

viewed with scepticism by the British medical 
community. 

The kits use broad screening methods that 
can lead to either false positives or negatives 
which could trigger unnecessary visits to the 
GP.

Every time a doctor has to validate a com-
mercial test result or reassure an anxious 
patient, it places an additional, preventable 
burden on the already-stretched NHS, consum-
ing resources that should be allocated to true 
clinical need. 

The companies profit, but the NHS handles 
the fallout.

Ancestral DNA testing is an irresistible 
gateway to self-discovery and a powerful tool 
for tracing lineage. For those prepared to 
embrace the unknown, the rewards of finding 
biological family and tracing historical migra-
tion patterns are immense.

However, the decision requires a sober 
assessment of the risks. 

It is a trade-off between personal history and 
permanent privacy. 

Before you seal that envelope, you must 
accept that you are not only submitting  
your own secrets but also those of every  
person you are biologically related to.

Digging deeper into your DNA... is it really worth it?
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Hyundai i10
1.2 Premium SE Hatchback 5dr Petrol Auto

2019/19 - 5,150 miles
Tomato Red
Sat Nav
Electric Windows
Heated Seats / Steering Wheel
Cruise Control

ROY NEEDHAM
CARS & COMMERCIAL

£12,990 FINANCE FROM
£261 p/m £14,990 FINANCE FROM

£301 p/m

Volkswagen T-Roc
1.6 TDI R-Line SUV 5dr Diesel Manual

2019/19 - 84,310 miles
Turmeric Yellow
Adaptive Cruise
Front and Rear Parking Sensors
Dual Zone Climate Control
Heated Seats / Heated Power Mirrors

FINANCE FROM
N/A

Mercedes Benz C-Class
2.1  AMG Sport Plus Coupe 2dr Diesel Manual

2013/13 - 92,331 miles
Silver
Cruise Control
Automatic Climate Control
Apple Car Play / Android Auto
Bluetooth Interface for Hands-Free

£3,950 FINANCE FROM
£140 p/m

Seat Ibiza
1.6 TDI SE  Hatchback 5dr Diesel Manual

2020/69 - 107,425 miles
Grey
Electric Window
Air Con
Automatic Lights
Cruise Control

£6,990

Welcome to Roy Needham
Car & Commercial Quality Car and Van Sales in Barnsley

FINANCE AVAILABLE     PX AVAILABLE     CARS PREPARED TO DRIVE AWAY WITHIN THE HOUR     3 MONTH WARRANTY

Buy with confidence, 
take a look at our 

outstanding reviews:

“Great service from start to 
finish very professional and 

friendly highly recommended”

“Bought my new car from here in January and 
I absolutely love it. Fantastic friendly service, 

no pushy sales or anything like that. Can’t 
recommend enough, thanks guys!”

“Dean and his team do a fantastic job 
from start to finish . Nothing is too much 
trouble . Quality vehicles and great prices 

. Thanks again”

Tel: 01226 779190       Mob: 07540 958516       View more cars: www.royneedhamcarsales.co.uk
Visit our showroom: Roy Needham Car Sales Ltd, Wakefield Road, Barnsley, S71 1NT

CALL NOW: 07340 411033  |  01226 611040
www.newgenroofingandlandscaping.co.uk

TRANSFORMING HOMES 
& GARDENS ACROSS

SOUTH YORKSHIRE

Read our 5 
star reviews!

ROOFING
• New Roofs
• Roof Repairs
• Flat Roofs
• Chimney Repair/Rebuilds
• Guttering
• Downpipes
• Cladding
• Dry-Ridge/Verge Systems
• Fascias & Soffits

LANDSCAPING
• Block Paving
• Patio Slabs
• Tarmac/Resin 

Driveways
• Brickwork
• Turfing
• Trees

• Hedges
• Fencing
• Graveling
• Natural
• Steps
• Power Washing

Free no obligation quote, all work guaranteed!
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CENTRAL GARAGE
Brocklehurst Avenue, Kendray S73 3AL

TEL: 01226 281161

£30 Taxi & Private
Hire Testing

Inc. Pre-Test

£25£25
CLASS 4,5 & 7

NO RE-TEST FEE

DVSA Authorised
Testing Facility

Drive-in while you wait 
service or book an

appointment

4 WHEEL LASER
ALIGNMENT £25

CENTRAL GARAGE
Brocklehurst Avenue, Kendray S70 3AL

Tel: 01226 281161

Taxi & Private
Hire Testing£30

Inc. Pre-Test

£25£25
CLASS 4,5 & 7

NO RE-TEST FEE

DVSA Authorised Testing Facility

Drive-in while you wait service
or

Book and appointment

MOT Tests

4 WHEEL LASER
ALIGNMENT £25

AIR CONDITIONING

RE-GAS
R134A
£35

HFO1234yf
£80

CENTRAL GARAGE
Brocklehurst Avenue, Kendray S70 3AL

Tel: 01226 281161

Taxi & Private
Hire Testing£30

Inc. Pre-Test

£25£25
CLASS 4,5 & 7

NO RE-TEST FEE

DVSA Authorised Testing Facility

Drive-in while you wait service
or

Book and appointment

MOT Tests

4 WHEEL LASER
ALIGNMENT £25

AIR CONDITIONING

RE-GAS
R134A
£35

HFO1234yf
£80

AIR CONDITIONING

£30£30£30
£35

CHIMNEY SERVICES
TRUSTED. CERTIFIED. SAFE. C&G QUALIFIED

Advice

Commercial Chimney 
Sweeping

Power Sweeping

Stove & Fireplace 
Service / Maintenance

FULLY INSURED VAC AND 
BRUSH SWEEPS, GOOD 
CLEAN SERVICE.
FIRE SPARES SUPPLIED.

Tel Dave: 01226 242357
Mob: 07910 198099

man with a
cherry picker van

you name it, we access it
Here at Man With A Cherry Picker Van, we offer reliable and 

professional property maintenance services in South Yorkshire 
and the surrounding areas. Our skilled and experienced team 

handles all aspects of property maintenance services from 
repairs, and routine maintenance, to emergency support, we 

guarantee all parts of your property are well-maintained.

External Painting Services  •  Building Maintenance
Chimney and Roof Repairs  •  Tree Cutting

Pass on our details to friends and family we will save you 
money compared to expensive builders with scaffolding!  

Fully insured, certified and qualified.
Contact Julian: 07917 877688
manwithacherrypickervan.com

*£50 PER HOUR - *Minimum 3 hours

Check our
amazing reviews!
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THE BOOK VAULT
An independent bookstore for Barnsley!

Open Monday to Saturday, 9.15am – 4.30pm

SIGNED BOOKS!
We have plenty of signed copies of Milly 
Johnson, Let the Bells Ring Out in store, along 
with other local writers such as Joanne Harris 
and Ian McMillan. Plus lots more signed and 
limited edition books in store - from Lee Child to 
Mick Herron and John Grisham, Tony Robinson 
to Benjamin Myers and Salman Rushdie. Plus 
biographies with signed Ben Elton, Kathy Burke, 
Peter Kay and plenty more.

Lots more in store for all ages and interests, get 
those Christmas wish-lists organised!

LOCAL PUBLICATIONS
As well as well-known local writers we have 
a range of local interest books. We recently 
restocked our Pen and Sword books on 
local heritage and history, and have a range 
of similar titles from other publishers.

You can also order, whether new, 
forthcoming or hard to find titles. To order 
and pre-order books, for store collection, 
post or local delivery, please contact us!

FIND US

We stock all the latest titles, with a wide-
range of fiction and non-fiction. If you can’t 
find it in store, we can order it for you! Plus 
reading lights, magnifiers, jigsaws, bookmarks, 
notebooks, greeting cards, with more items 
arriving every week.

You can also visit our dedicated Children’s area, 
a space to discover worlds of magic and wonder. 
Lots of books for all ages, jigsaws, and Orchard 
Toys including new ranges of Peter Rabbit and 
Bluey educational puzzles and games.

We are at 7 Market Street, Barnsley. Follow us on facebook and instagram
@TheBookVault07, on Bluesky, call 01226 281945 or speak to us in store.

THE Christmas charts are typically  
dominated by a split between celebrity 
titles, best-selling fiction heavyweights, 
and non-fiction lifestyle/cooking.

Bestselling Fiction Heavyweights
These titles are almost guaranteed high spots 
thanks to immense public loyalty to their 
authors, often driven by a new volume in an 
existing smash-hit series:

The Impossible Fortune by Richard Osman 
(Crime/Mystery): The latest instalment in The 
Thursday Murder Club series is a near-certain 
bestseller. 

Osman’s combination of cosy crime, 
humour, and witty characters has made his 
books a cultural phenomenon, and a new 
hardback released for the autumn/winter  
season will be a massive Christmas gift hit.

The Secret of Secrets by Dan Brown 
(Thriller): Following the long-established 
pattern of his Robert Langdon series, a new 
Dan Brown novel, especially one released in 
the latter half of the year, will command huge 
sales. 

His blend of code-breaking, art history, and 
global conspiracies remains a reliable driver 
of gift purchases.

Circle of Days by Ken Follett (Historical 
Fiction): Follett’s epic historical sagas have a 
huge, dedicated following. A new, substantial 
hardback from him is perfect for the serious 
reader and carries the weight of a major gift 
book.

Sunrise on the Reaping by Suzanne 
Collins (YA/Dystopian): While a Young Adult 
novel, the announcement of a new prequel in 
The Hunger Games universe generates mas-
sive cross-generational excitement. 

Its November release positions it perfectly 
for gift-giving and a likely dominance of the 
chart.

Atmosphere: A Love Story by Taylor 
Jenkins Reid (Fiction): Reid has become 
a dominant force in character-driven fiction 
globally. 

Her latest novel, set against the backdrop 
of the 1980s space shuttle programme, is 
expected to be a major literary and commer-
cial success, appealing broadly across con-
temporary fiction readers.

The Celebrity & Lifestyle Slot Christmas 
is historically defined by high-profile hardback 
non-fiction, often in the form of memoirs or 
cookbooks.

Frankly by Nicola Sturgeon (Memoir): 
The revelatory memoir from the former First 
Minister of Scotland is expected to generate 
significant sales and media coverage,  
appealing to a broad audience interested  
in modern political history and personal  
stories.

Mary 90 by Mary Berry (Cookbook): A new 
cookbook from the universally beloved baking 
star is a perennial Christmas staple. A title 
focused on her 90th birthday celebration and 
perhaps classic British recipes would be a 
guaranteed seller.

The Long Shoe by Bob Mortimer (Humour/
Memoir): Following the runaway success of 
his previous memoirs and novels, Mortimer’s 
unique brand of surreal humour and gentle 
storytelling is a proven festive winner, making 
his new title a highly sought-after stocking 
filler.

The Literary and Children’s Favourite
Rounding out the top ten are often a beloved 
children’s author and a beautifully illustrated, 
heartfelt literary title:

Always Remember by Charlie Mackesy 
(Illustrated Non-Fiction): The author of the 
global phenomenon The Boy, the Mole, the 
Fox and the Horse consistently produces  

gentle, profound, and beautifully illustrated 
gift books. Any new title released in the run-up 
to Christmas will sell in huge numbers due to 
universal appeal and high gift-purchase rate.

Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Partypooper by 
Jeff Kinney (Children’s Fiction): The latest 
volume in this massively popular children’s 
series is a dependable chart topper. It’s an 

essential purchase for parents and grandpar-
ents, guaranteeing its place among the high-
est sellers every festive season.

These ten titles represent a reliable mix of 
genres and authors who consistently achieve 
multi-million sales, making them the most 
likely blockbusters of the Christmas 2025 
book market.

This year’s literary Christmas crackers...
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DECEMBER brings a unique set of  
challenges and opportunities for the  
dedicated gardener. 

With short daylight hours, the ever-present 
threat of hard frost and the chance of snow 
and strong winds, gardening transitions from 
active cultivation to essential maintenance, 
protection and crucial planning for the year 
ahead. 

Far from being a month of total rest, 
December offers a vital window for tasks 
that lay the groundwork for a successful and 
vibrant garden when spring finally arrives.

Essential Protection and Preparation
The priority is safeguarding your plants and 

garden infrastructure from the harsh winter 
elements.

Tender plants, especially those in contain-
ers, are highly vulnerable to frost and water-
logging. 

Group potted plants together in a sheltered 
spot, ideally against a house wall, and raise 
them onto pot feet or bricks to ensure good 
drainage and prevent the roots from sitting in 
frozen water. 

For more susceptible plants, or those in 
terracotta pots (which can crack), wrap the 
containers in bubble wrap or horticultural 
fleece.

Crucially, check on less hardy shrubs and 
climbers. 

Pile a thick mulch of straw, bracken, or bark 
chips around the base of tender shrubs to 
insulate the roots. 

For tree ferns or other exotic specimens, 
wrap the crown and trunk in fleece. 

If heavy snow falls, gently brush it off green-
house panes, sheds and the branches of ever-
greens to prevent damage from the weight.

Winter weather can wreak havoc on garden 
essentials. 

Lagging outdoor taps and pipes is non-nego-
tiable to prevent freezing and bursting. 

It is also the ideal time to clear and check 
the security of sheds, fences, pergolas, and 
trellises. 

High winds are common so make sure all 
climbing plants are securely tied to their 
supports to prevent them from becoming 
detached or damaged. 

On days when the ground is firm and dry, 
take time to clean, sharpen, and oil your gar-
den tools before storing them, ensuring they 
are ready for the spring rush.

Pruning for Structure and Health
While plants are dormant, is the best time 

for structural pruning for many woody sub-
jects. The absence of leaves allows you to 
clearly see the shape of the plant and make 
informed cuts.

Fruit and Ornamentals
Focus on winter pruning of apples and 

pears. The goal is to create an open, gob-
let-like structure that allows light and air into 
the centre of the tree. 

Remove any dead, diseased, or damaged 
branches, along with any that are crossing or 
growing inwards. It is also the correct time for 
the ‘two-stage’ prune of Wisteria, cutting back 
the whippy summer growth to about two or 
three buds from the main spur.

For soft fruit, cut back the canes of 
autumn-fruiting raspberries right down to the 
ground. Prune blackcurrants, gooseberries, 
and redcurrants, aiming to remove older wood 
to stimulate new, more productive growth. 
Remember, however, do not prune stone 
fruits like plums and cherries in winter, as this 
makes them vulnerable to silver leaf disease.

Planting Opportunities
Surprisingly, December offers one of the 

best times for specific types of planting,  
provided the ground is not frozen or water-
logged.

This is the peak season for planting bare-

root trees, shrubs, and hedging. Buying 
bare-root stock is cost-effective and gives 
the plants a head start, as they can begin 
establishing a root system during the dormant 
period before needing to push out leaves in 
spring. 

Popular choices include native hedging like 
hawthorn and beech and bare-root roses. 

Ensure the planting hole is well-prepared, 
firm the soil well, and water them in if the 
weather is dry.

Winter Colour
Introduce instant cheer by planting 

winter-flowering shrubs like Sarcococca 
(Christmas Box) and Daphne, which provide 
both fragrance and colour in the bleakest 
months. 

Check and top up containers with hardy 
winter bedding like pansies, cyclamen, and 
violas.

Harvesting and Soil Care
Continue to harvest hardy winter crops such 

as leeks, parsnips, kale, and Brussel sprouts. 
If a hard frost is forecast, lift root crops like 
carrots and parsnips and store them in a cool, 

dark, frost-free location in boxes of sand. 
Clear the vegetable patch of all old crop  

debris and weeds to reduce overwintering 
pests and diseases. 

Once cleared, dig over empty beds and 
incorporate well-rotted manure or garden  
compost, allowing the frost to break down  
the soil over winter, which is particularly  
beneficial for heavy, clay-based Northern  
soils.

Under Cover
In the greenhouse or cold frame, maintain a 

clean environment. 
Brush snow off the glass and, if using 

a heater, monitor temperatures carefully. 
Ventilate on warmer days to reduce humidity, 
which prevents fungal diseases. 

For those planning a productive season, 
now is the time to start sowing hardy annuals 
like sweet peas in a cold frame or unheated 
greenhouse for an early display.

Planning and Ordering
With less active work outside, this is the 

perfect time to review the past season and 
plan next year’s crop rotation. 

Order seeds, fruit bushes, and sum-
mer-flowering bulbs before the spring rush 
begins. 

A warm seat by the fire with seed cata-
logues is a crucial December job.

Caring for Wildlife
 In the depths of winter, garden wildlife 

needs your help more than ever. 
Keep bird feeders topped up with high-fat, 

high-energy food like suet and fat balls,  
which are essential for birds to maintain body 
heat.

Ensure a supply of fresh, unfrozen water – 
floating a small, lightweight ball on the  
surface of a bird bath can help prevent it from 
freezing over completely. 

Creating a log or leaf pile in a quiet corner 
provides vital shelter for hibernating hedge-
hogs and insects.

By focusing on protection, precise pruning, 
selective planting, and essential planning, 
the gardener ensures their outdoor space is 
secure, healthy, and perfectly positioned to 
burst into life as the first signs of a spring 
emerge.

Just because the plants are dormant 
does not mean you should be...
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TELEPHONE: 01226 816 072
PRUNING - LOPPING - FELLING - TOPPING

POLLARDING - STUMPS REMOVED
HEDGES & SHRUBS TRIMMED, LOWERED, 

TIDIED, REMOVED ETC

FREE ESTIMATES & ADVICE
NO DEPOSIT REQUIRED

ALL WORK GUARANTEED

Credit Cards Accepted:Credit Cards Accepted:

COUNTYCOUNTY
TREES & LANDSCAPING

MEYNELL’SMEYNELL’SFENCINGFENCING

01226 78011501226 780115

Established for over 20 years.
Family run business.

THE FENCING 
MANUFACTURER 

OF BARNSLEY
QUALITY PRODUCTS 

AT COMPETITIVE 
PRICES

BB.. MM.. && CC..
HHoowwaarrdd

INDEPENDENT FAMILY
OWNED FUNERAL DIRECTORS

24 hour care and advice
following the loss of a loved one.

No obligation,
free of charge home visits.

Pre-paid funeral plans available.
Proud to be part of the

Fair Funeral Pledge and Fair Price Charter.

92 - 92a Wakefield Road, 
Barnsley S71 1NN

24 hour care line

0011222266 224499991111
Our website

wwwwww..bbmmaannddcchhoowwaarrdd--ffuunneerraallsseerrvviiccee..ccoo..uukk
Stand With Us www.quakersocialaction.org.uk

  

INDEPENDENT FAMILY
OWNED FUNERAL DIRECTORS

24 hour care and advice following the loss of a loved one.
No obligation, free of charge home visits.

Pre-paid funeral plans available.
Proud to be part of the Fair Funeral Pledge and 

Fair Price Charter.

Our website www.bmandchoward-funeralservice.co.uk
Stand With Us www.quakersocialaction.org.uk

92 - 92a Wakefield Road, Barnsley S71 1NN
24 hour care line 01226 249911
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 You can expand your skills, your CV and your confidence. 
Presenting, Reporting & Interviewing. 

Make new friends & have fun.

Your Only Local 

FM Station  95.7 & 97.7

Advertise your 
business to the local

community

New year, new
volunteering opportunity

Ages 16 - 99  

 Studio@penistonefm.co.uk / penistonefm.co.uk
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Email: sales@globeholidays.co.uk   •   Book online at: www.dayoutbycoach.co.uk

facebook.com/globecoaches @Globehols

Date

Coach Holidays & Short Breaks for 2026

January 2026

Tour

Oxfordshire - Warners
London
North Wales - Warners
Torquay & South Devon
Warwickshire
Scarborough
St. Annes

Buxton
Bridlington
Whitby
Blackpool
Bournemouth
Llandudno

Cromer
ABBA Voyage
Sand Bay Holiday Village
St. Annes
Llandudno
Scarborough
Folkstone
Torquay
Wartime Hero’s Weekend

Liverpool
Southport
Isle of Wight
Blackpool
Newcastle & Northumberland
Coastlines
Skegness

Days Price

5
2
5
5
3
4
2

2
2
3
3
5
4

4
2
5
2
5
3
5
5
3

2
3
5
5

3
5

£499.00
£119.00
£399.00
£239.00
£149.00
£219.00
£119.00

£99.00
£79.00

£189.00
£139.00
£289.00
£199.00

£319.00
£219.00
£219.00
£119.00
£289.00
£149.00
£229.00
£329.00
£199.00

£99.00
£149.00
£479.00
£219.00

£219.00
£449.00

5th - 9th
11th - 12th
12th - 16th
19th - 23rd
23rd - 25th
30th - 2nd Feb
31st - 1st Feb

1st - 2nd
8th - 9th
13th - 15th
20th - 22nd
23rd - 27th
27th - 2nd

6th - 9th
7th - 8th
9th - 13th
15th - 16th
16th - 20th
21st - 23rd
23rd - 27th
23rd - 27th
27th - 29th

4th - 8th
8th - 10th
11th - 15th
13th - 17th
17th - 19th

20th - 24th

February 2026

March 2026

April 2026

Date Tour Days Price

May 2026

Torquay
Cardiff Bay Cruises,
Royal Mint & Castle
Bognor Regis
Lake District
Leicester and King Richard III 
Visitor Centre
Aberfoyle
Northern Treasures Rail & Sail
Great Yarmouth

Llandudno
Aberdeen, Royal Deeside
& Coastlines
Weymouth
Criccieth
Cream of The Cotswolds
Longleat
Windsor
Scarborough
Whitby
Newquay
Isle of Man

RHS Badminton Flower Show
Torquay English Riviera and 
South Devon Explorer
Llandudno
Aberfoyle
Steam, Crafts & Tipples
of Somerset
Spitfire & Kent Heritage

5

4
5
2

2
5
5
5

5

5
5
5
5
3
3
5
4
5
5

3

6
5
5

5
5

£449.00

£449.00
£449.00
£159.00

£159.00
£439.00
£599.00
£469.00

£439.00

£399.00
£489.00
£499.00
£599.00
£299.00
£299.00
£379.00
£449.00
£499.00
£699.00

£379.00

£649.00
£489.00
£469.00

£749.00
£499.00

4th - 8th
4th - 7th

9th - 13th
10th - 11th
10th - 11th

11th - 15th
18th - 22nd
20th - 24th

1st - 5th
1st - 5th

8th - 12th
13th - 17th
14th - 18th
19th - 21st
19th - 21st
22nd - 26th
26th - 29th
29th - 2nd July
29th  - 3rd July

10th - 12th
12th - 17th

13th - 17th
20th - 24th
27th - 31st

27th - 31st

June 2026

July 2026
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For enquiries, please contact: 01226 299900
Barnsley Travel Centre, 60 Eldon Street, Barnsley S70 2JL

Date

August 2026

Tour

Warwickshire
Liverpool
St. Annes
Glasgow & The Edinburgh
Tattoo
Bournemouth
Lake District
Shropshire
Newmarket Racing
Tenby & South Wales
Llandudno
Inverary Castle, FortWilliam
Wildlife & Whisky
Isle of Wight

Wiltshire & The Cotswolds
Historic Border Countries,
Lakes & Haldrian’s Wall
Torquay
Porthcawl
Blenheim Palace &
Bletchley Park
Lake District Autumn Colours
Weymouth

Royal Connections &
Dreaming Spires
Aberfoyle & The Kelpies
Eastbourne
Coronation Street
Leeds Castle & Kent
Llandudno

Days Price

5
3
4

4
6
2
5
3
5
5

5
5

5
5
5
5
5

3
5
5

5
5
5
3
5
4

£399.00
£199.00
£369.00

£429.00
£589.00
£159.00
£649.00
£419.00
£669.00
£449.00

£799.00
£529.00

£699.00

£659.00
£439.00
£449.00

£349.00
£479.00
£459.00

£399.00
£399.00
£399.00
£259.00
£499.00
£299.00

3rd - 7th
7th - 9th
7th - 10th
7th - 10th

9th - 14th
16th - 17th
17th - 21st
21st - 23rd
24th - 28th
24th - 28th
31st - 4th Sept

31st - 4th Sept

3rd - 7th
7th - 11th

14th - 18th
21st - 25th
25th - 27th

28th - 2nd Oct
28th - 2nd Oct

5th - 9th

12th - 16th
12th - 16th
16th - 18th
19th - 23rd
23rd - 26th

September 2026

October 2026

Date Tour Days Price

Scarborough
Scarborough

Llandudno
North West Cities Discoverer
Blackpool Illuminations
Whitby
Liverpool
Poole & Bournemouth
Thursford Christmas
Spectacular
Skegness
Glasgow Christmas Markets
& Cream Tea
St. Anne’s Turkey & Tinsel
Torquay
Dumfries House by
Candlelight

London
Durham Xmas Festival &
Beamish Museum
ABBA Voyage
Liverpool Christmas Market
Folkstone Turkey & Tinsel
Warwickshire
Torquay Christmas on the
English Riviera
Torquay Christmas, Twixmas
& New Year
Norfolk – Christmas
Scarborough Christmas on
the Yorkshire Coast
Scarborough Christmas,
Twixmas & New Year
Scarborough Twixmas
Luxury Blackpool Twixmas
Torquay New Year
Scarborough New Year

Torquay & South Devon
Early Season Getaway

5
4

5
3
2
5
2
5

2
5

4
4
5

4

2

4
2
2
5
3

6

11
5

5

11
4
4
4
4

5

£299.00
£339.00

£449.00
£199.00
£99.00

£399.00
£99.00

£499.00

£259.00
£429.00

£429.00
£349.00
£399.00

£379.00

£99.00

£349.00
£219.00
£99.00

£289.00
£179.00

£699.00

£1349.00

£699.00

£499.00

£949.00
£259.00
£399.00
£499.00
£399.00

£269.00

26th - 30th
30th - 2nd Nov

2nd - 6th
6th - 8th
7th - 8th
9th - 13th
15th - 16th
16th - 20th
22nd - 23rd

23rd - 27th
27th - 30th

27th - 30th
30th - 4th Dec
30th - 3rd Dec

6th - 7th
11th - 14th

12th - 13th
13th - 14th
14th - 18th
18th - 20th
22nd - 27th

22nd - 2nd

23rd - 27th
23rd - 27th

23rd - 2nd Jan

27th - 30th
27th - 30th
30th - 2nd Jan
30th - 2nd Jan

18th - 22nd

November 2026

December 2026

Coach Holidays & Short Breaks for 2026

January 2027
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FORGET transatlantic travel! 
You can capture the warmth and flavour of 

a classic Thanksgiving meal using ingredients 
readily available on this side of the pond. 

This menu scales down the traditional turkey 
to a flavour-packed chicken, complemented by 
maple-sweetened British root veg, and finish-
es with a comforting, autumnal crumble. 

This feast serves four and takes just over 
two hours to complete.

Roast Chicken with Cider & Sage, 
Traditional Gravy, and Maple-Glazed Carrots

This main course is the perfect centrepiece, 
offering all the aromatic joy of the holiday 
without the stress of wrestling a huge bird.

Ingredients:
Whole Free-Range Chicken
Dry Cider 300 ml
Fresh Sage Leaves 10−15 leaves
Unsalted Butter, softened 50g
Onion, roughly chopped 1 medium
Stuffing: Breadcrumbs 100g
Red Onion, finely chopped 1 small
Fresh Sage, chopped 1 tbsp
Lemon Zest 1 tsp
Egg, beaten 1 small
Carrots, peeled and halved 500g
Maple Syrup 2 tbsp
Unsalted Butter 1 tbsp
Gravy Hot Chicken Stock 500ml
Plain Flour (or Cornflour) 1 tbsp

1. Prep the Chicken and Stuffing (30 min-
utes)

Preheat your oven to 200°C (180°C Fan/Gas 
Mark 6).

Aromatic Butter: Mix the softened butter with 
salt, pepper, and 1 tablespoon of chopped 
sage. Pat your chicken dry, then generously 
rub this herb butter all over the skin. Place 
the roughly chopped onion and remaining 
whole sage leaves inside the cavity.

Sage & Onion Stuffing: Combine the bread-
crumbs, chopped red onion, sage, lemon zest, 
salt, and pepper in a bowl. Add the beaten 
egg and mix lightly – don’t overwork it! Form 
into small balls or press into a small, oiled 
oven dish. Never stuff the chicken cavity, as 
this prevents even cooking.

2. The Roast (90 minutes)
Place the chicken in a roasting dish. Pour 

the cider around the base; this will steam the 
bird and infuse the gravy.

Roast for approximately one hour and 15 
minutes to one hour 30 minutes. 

If the skin darkens too quickly, loosely cover 
with foil.

 Place your stuffing alongside the chicken for 
the final 30 minutes of cooking.

The chicken is done when the juices run 
clear when pierced in the thickest part of the 
thigh.

3. Glazed Carrots (20 minutes)
While the chicken rests, boil the prepared 

carrots until they are tender-crisp (about 
10-12 minutes). Drain them well.

Melt the butter in a pan, add the cooked 

carrots, and stir. Pour over the maple syrup 
and gently cook for 3-5 minutes until the car-
rots are beautifully glazed and sticky. Season 
lightly.

4. Making the Gravy (10 minutes)
Crucially, let the chicken rest for 15-20 min-

utes after cooking. 
This keeps the meat juicy!
Place the roasting dish on the hob over a 

medium heat, scraping up all the delicious, 
caramelised residue (the fond). Strain the 
liquid into a saucepan, discarding the solids, 
and skim off most of the fat.

For a traditional finish, whisk in one table-

spoon of plain flour (or a pre-mixed cornflour 
slurry for a gluten-free option) into the pan 
juices. Gradually whisk in the hot chicken 
stock. 

Simmer until the gravy thickens to your 
desired consistency. Taste and season.

Warm Apple and Blackberry Crumble
A light, comforting, and quintessentially 

British dessert is the perfect palate cleanser 
after a rich roast.

Ingredients:
Filling Bramley Apples, peeled and chopped	
400g
Blackberries (fresh or frozen)	 200g
Caster Sugar 50g
Water 2 tbsp
   Topping:
Plain Flour 175g
Unsalted Butter, cold and cubed 75g
Light Brown Sugar 75g
Oats (optional) 25g

1. Soften the Fruit (15 minutes)
Combine the apples, blackberries, sugar, 

and water in a saucepan. 
Simmer gently for five to seven minutes until 

the apples have just started to soften. You 
don’t want them mushy!

Pour the cooked fruit into a 20cm ovenproof 
dish.

2. Create the Crumb (10 minutes)
In a large bowl, use your fingertips to rub 

the cold butter into the flour until the mixture 
resembles coarse breadcrumbs – lift your 
hands high to incorporate air.

Stir in the light brown sugar and oats (if 
using).

3. Bake and Serve (30 minutes)
Sprinkle the topping over the fruit.
 Bake in the oven at 180°C (160°C Fan / 

Gas Mark 4) for 25-30 minutes, until the top-
ping is golden and the fruit is bubbling.

Serve warm with thick cream, good quality 
vanilla ice cream, or a silky custard.

This menu blends the hearty, thankful spirit 
of an American feast with the best of season-
al British produce.

Your opportunity to get a two-course 
taste of Thanksgiving over here...

24 WINTER LIVING



A&M 
HADFIELD

E S TA B L I S H E D  O V E R  9 0  Y E A R S
B A R N S L E Y  7 3 3 4 4 4

F U N E R A L  D I R E C T O R S

ALFRED 
HADFIELD

BEVERLEY
HADFIELD

Dip., F.D., M.B.I.E., M.B.I.F.D. Dip. F.D.

BURTON ROAD, MONK BRETTON
Members of the S.A.I.F.

Still a Personal Family Concern
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We dig deep into our archives to find some promising young footballers from 20 years ago
GLORY DAYS: Youngsters 
who are probably well into 
their 30s now are pictured 
back in their youth thanks 
to a dip into our extensive 
archives at the Chronicle.
We selected a bunch of  
random football squad 
photos from the early  
2000s for this special fea-
ture.
The teams include one 
based at Penistone Church 
FC, Redfearns and Ardsley.
Do you recognise anyone in 
these images?
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BUY RIGHT, SLEEP RIGHTBUY RIGHT, SLEEP RIGHT

Merry Christmas
To all our customers

• All sizes beds, ottoman beds, mattresses,
headboards, pillows

• Large colour and fabric choice • Fair prices
• Build up service • Free delivery • Private car park 

with ramp access • Over 35 years experience
• Expert knowledge • Exceptional customer service

Telephone: 01226 292292
Modern House, Summer Lane, Barnsley

OPEN 6 DAYS:
Monday to Friday 8.00 - 3.30

Saturday - 8.00 - 1.30

Sunday - Closed
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teabreak
Each number on the grid represents a different letter. We’ve given you four letters to 
start you off – the rest is up to you. Write these letters wherever their corresponding 
numbers appear in the grid and then work out the identity of the other letters. All 26 
letters of the alphabet will appear in the finished grid.

Can you find all of the listed words in the grid? Words may run either forwards or backwards, in a horizontal, 
vertical or diagonal direction, but always in a straight, unbroken line.

 1 Feeble (8)
 2 Forecast, prophesy (7)
 3 Plain‑spoken (6)
 4 Apple‑based drink (5)
 5 Appalling (4)
 6 Removed water (5)
 7 Someone attending an 

auction (6)
 8 Plaited, intertwined (7)
 9 Edited, cut (8)

Enter the answers to the clues in the bricks in the wall. Every word contains the 
same letters as its neighbour - plus or minus one.

Using only the letters  
in the wheel find as 
many words as  
possible - no plurals, 
foreign words or  
proper nouns. Each  
word must be of  
three or more letters 
and all must contain  
the central letter. Letters 
can only be used  
once in every word. 
There is at least  
one nine-letter  
word.

All puzzles copyright Puzzler Media Ltd.
www.puzzler.com

N

N

I

I

C

C

K

K

24 7 16 12 8 25 11 7 25 13 26 7

20 8 10 7 14 6

25 24 6 10 8 3 13 25 13 1 16 4

11 8 17 7 6 6

22 3 21 3 16 6 18 8 18 13 19 7

24 13 7 23

24 11 8 25 7 19 8 2 9 16 13 20

8 19 8 25

17 6 11 11 6 2 18 4 2 3 18 7

18 6 6 16 8 26

9 8 5 5 25 7 16 7 10 18 7 19

3 3 18 8 15 2

7 2 7 11 1 4 10 3 4 3 18 7

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z

 CODEWORD  WORDSEARCH

Each pair of words has a missing word between them 
that acts as a link to both (eg FRONT - DOOR - MAT). 
The shaded squares of the six answers (reading down-
wards) will spell out a random word.

CRYPTIC CLUES QUICK CLUES

5 letters
Brawl
Dark period
Northern Irish lough
Plural of his or her
Scottish fjord

6 letters
__ Bale, Welsh footballer
__ Jones,  

ex‑Blue Peter host
Iran’s capital city
Mild terror
Pick up

7 letters
Cargo
Domestic warmth
Rollers cover

8 letters
Old British coin

Using all nine letters provided, can you answer these 
clues? Every answer must include the central letter. 
Which word uses all nine letters?

 DOUBLE CROSSWORD

There is just one simple rule in Sudoku. Each row and each column must contain the numbers  
1 to 9, and so must each 3x3 box. This is a logic puzzle, and you should not have to guess.

9 2 5 3
7 4 5 9

4 2 9
6 9 8 3

1 4
8 7 2 3 5
2 6 4

3 7 9 8 6

1 6 3
8 9
5 4 3 2

7 8 6
5 1 9 6

7 4 5 1 2
1

6 4 3
1 4 7

1 2 3 4 5 6

7

8 9

10 11 12 13 14

15 16

17 18 19 20

21

N I R
E H A
F T G

 MORE GREAT PUZZLES NEXT WEEK!

 SUDOKU  MISSING LINKTest your wits with our
compilation of brain teasers

 WORD BUILDER

 BRICK WORK

Normal Sudoku rules apply, plus, the digits in each 
inner shape (marked by dots) must add up to the 
number in the top corner of the shape.

 KILLER SUDOKU  WORD LADDER

 WORD WHEEL

Change one letter at 
a time (but not the 
position of any letter) 
to make a new word 
- and move from the 
top to the bottom 
of the ladder using 
the exact number of 
rungs provided.

Y Q R L M L O P L B S R

H E S E O A H Y L S T E

G T P O N Y N L H N R G

R U A U S I S A I O I N

O T C I N I A A G M K I

U I O E A D T R I E E W

N T F B N P I D T L R G

D S N L A T F T M E S O

S B T C A I R F P S I H

M U A W E H O E H Q N C

A S Y L C R E L B U S A

N A D O W K I R T A N O

A E S A L E O I T D C C

R L R A T G M A B N E K

C D O N H R E F E R E E

S G E R I P M U I O T C

E A L N R E D N E F E D

E I S U P P O R T E R S

W D R I B W C T P C S E

A E O T A B H S O T I C

T N M D P K S O T D D F

E R D S C N I K E P E O

R L M A N D A R I N T W

E F U H N S O D C R F L

T Q I A B D R A K E U H

R R E D N A S O O G T A

E E G G L B G N M S O R

V R L L O A T K I Y A L

I P A L D L C H N R E E

D M W W E U D C M U S Q

R Y A I D V A E O B I U

T L D L G D O W N S E I

L S E D N E L H A E R N

S H W E U A O O S L Y I

S T G I E R F N A Y E E

C N R T M P I N T A I L

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

8 14 6 12 13 21

20 18 8

8 20 10

23 11 3

10 16 9 23

11 12 19 10 13

16 7 3

14 8 14 12

13

All puzzles copyright Puzzler Media Ltd.
www.puzzler.com

F I R E

D O O R

A I
E

RL

I

H S

D

ECONOMICS

DOWN

DRIVER

SUGAR

CANVAS

TIME

NURSING

ANGEL

ARTICULATED

ROYAL

SNOWED

BLACK

ACROSS
 7 Any blog replacing writing 

implement? Far from it! (2,1,4,5)
 8 Fellow by scientist’s workplace 

turned up ointment (6)
 9 Containing nothing yet MP is 

worried (5)
 10 Firmly establish two points on 

candle bracket (8)
 13 Simple plant, ally gave half 

away (4)
 15 Contributes to confusing dads (4)
 16 Desire, yes, working (8)
 17 Appearance of noisy 

supporters (5)
 19 Peg put on rotten sweet (6)
 21 Ah, chiropody! New name kept 

for unfounded health worries (12)

ACROSS
 7 Far and 

away (2,1,4,5)
 8 Medicinal 

ointment (6)
 9 Containing 

nothing (5)
 10 Establish safely (8)
 13 Aquatic plant (4)
 15 Appends (4)
 16 Aching (for) (8)
 17 Appearance (5)
 19 Chewy caramel (6)
 21 Morbid anxiety over 

health (12)

DOWN
 1 Got into a bed unsteadily (8)
 2 Mother has afterthought for 

charts (4)
 3 Animal that might hold an 

Aberdonian celebration? (8)
 4 Feel good about backward leer (4)
 5 Tramp retains answer for priest (8)
 6 Soil left trapped by Caribbean 

sandbank (4)
 11 Certain players needing club (4‑4)
 12 Fabric made last, an extra  

piece (8)
 14 Cleverly augment line of colour (8)
 17 Artist who practised yoga, 

perhaps (4)
 18 Nymph in the choir (4)
 20 Old ruler’s reported this game (4)

DOWN
 1 Acquired (8)
 2 Atlas entries (4)
 3 New Year’s Eve (8)
 4 Eye flirtatiously (4)
 5 Army priest (8)
 6 Brick material (4)
 11 Ferrous alloy (4,4)
 12 Clingy synthetic 

fibre (8)
 14 Dark bluish‑grey 

colour (8)
 17 Spanish artist (4)
 18 Resound (4)
 20 Algarve town (4)

CAPTAIN

CENTRE BACK

CENTRE HALF

COACH

DEFENDER

FORWARD

GOALKEEPER

GROUNDSMAN

MANAGER

MIDFIELDER

PHYSIO

PUNDIT

REFEREE

SQUAD

STRIKER

SUBSTITUTE

SUPPORTER

TRAINER

UMPIRE

WINGER

Fire, firm, farm, form, 
dorm, doom, door.

TODAY’S SOLUTION: 

1 Decrepit 2 Predict 3 Direct 4 Cider 5 Dire 
6 Dried 7 Bidder 8 Braided 9 Abridged 

HAIRSLIDE

TODAY’S SOLUTION:

YQRLMLOPLBSR

HESEOAHYLSTE

GTPONYNLHNRG

RUAUSISAIOIN

OTCINIAAGMKI

UIOEADTRIEEW

NTFBNPIDTLRG

DSNLATFTMESO

SBTCAIRFPSIH

MUAWEHOEHQNC

ASYLCRELBUSA

NADOWKIRTANO

AESALEOITDCC

RLRATGMABNEK

CDONHREFEREE

SGERIPMUIOTC

EALNREDNEFED

EISUPPORTERS

TODAY’S 
SOLUTION:

Fight Night Neagh Their Firth Gareth Gethin Tehran Fright 
Gather Freight Heating Hairnet Farthing Fathering

TODAY’S SOLUTION:

ACROSS: 7 By a long chalk 8 Balsam 9 Empty 10 Ensconce 13 Alga 15 Adds 
16 Yearning 17 Guise 19 Toffee 21 Hypochondria 

DOWN: 1 Obtained 2 Maps 3 Hogmanay 4 Ogle 5 Chaplain 6 Clay 11 Cast iron 
12 Elastane 14 Gunmetal 17 Goya 18 Echo 20 Faro 

Home, eyes, lorry, icing, under, mark
Spellout: HELIUM

TODAY’S SOLUTION:

TODAY’S SUDOKU SOLUTIONS:

146287395
283951746
957436812
712863954
534129678
698745123
475398261
861572439
329614587

381627594
962548137
745319628
174256983
698734215
523981746
816472359
259863471
437195862

TODAY’S SOLUTION:

TODAY’S SOLUTION:

164935872
782461593
539782164
895647321
426319758
371258946
653874219
247193685
918526437

TODAY’S
SOLUTION:

PELVISRESUME
XICEQA

SPACIOUSUGLY
RIWEAA

HOBOLATITUDE
PUEJ

PRISEDINFLUX
IDIS

WARRANTYNOTE
TAALIM

FIZZSELECTED
OOTIKN

ENERGYCOYOTE

G
Q

N
K

O
L

Y
W

Z
T

A
D

E
X

I
B

F
H

C
J

R
P

V
S

U
M

TODAY’S SOLUTION:
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Planning a late winter city break? 
You can avoid the usual suspects...
FORGET the predictable ice rinks and 
crowded mega-markets. 

This winter, it’s time to trade in the well-
worn paths of Paris and Rome for something 
a little more... unexpected. 

Europe is full of hidden gems that truly 
sparkle when the temperature drops, offering 
a blend of unique culture, stunning scenery, 
and fewer crowds. Pack your warmest coat 
and prepare to discover a side of winter travel 
you never knew existed.

1. Rovaniemi, Finland: The Official 
Hometown of Santa Claus

While the Nordic capitals have their charms, 
for a truly fantastical winter experience, jour-
ney north to Rovaniemi in Finnish Lapland. 

Yes, it’s famous for being the official resi-
dence of Santa Claus, but this Arctic city 
break offers far more than a festive photo-op.

Imagine stepping directly into a snow globe. 
Rovaniemi, sitting right on the Arctic Circle, is 
your gateway to authentic winter adventure. 
Days are short, bathing the snow-covered 
landscapes in a magical, ethereal blue light. 

Beyond the charming Santa Claus Village, 
you can plunge into the Arctic world. 

Try your hand at husky sledding through 
silent, white forests, feel the thrill of a rein-
deer sleigh ride, or race across frozen lakes 
on a snowmobile.

But the real showstopper? The Northern 
Lights. 

Winter nights here are long and dark, offer-
ing prime conditions for witnessing the Aurora 
Borealis. Warm up after a long day of Arctic 
exploration with a traditional Lappish meal, 
perhaps some sautéed reindeer, and a hot 
cup of glögi (mulled wine). 

Rovaniemi is a city break that promises 
pure, unadulterated winter magic, perfect for 
the adventurous spirit who still believes in 
fairy tales.

2. Ljubljana, Slovenia: The Green 
Dragon’s Winter Lair

If you’re looking for a fairytale setting 
without the Arctic chill, head to the utterly 
charming capital of Slovenia, Ljubljana. Often 
overshadowed by its flashier neighbours, this 
compact, pedestrianised city transforms into 
a cosy, festive haven in winter.

Ljubljana’s heart is the Ljubljanica River, 
crossed by picturesque bridges, including the 
famous Dragon Bridge. 

The city centre is mostly car-free, making it 
an absolute joy to stroll. During December, 
the city lights up with an artistic, unique 
display of illuminations that are far more 
sophisticated and imaginative than the usual 
holiday lights. 

The Christmas market is small, perfectly 
formed, and focuses on local crafts and 
warming Slovenian treats.

Take the funicular up to the majestic 
Ljubljana Castle for a breathtaking view over 
the snow-dusted city rooftops. For an easy 
and truly spectacular day trip, Lake Bled is 
only a short journey away. Seeing the iconic 
church island and its medieval castle framed 
by a serene, often fog-shrouded or snow-
capped landscape is an unforgettable winter 
sight, offering an escape that feels both 
undiscovered and wonderfully romantic.

3. Timisoara, Romania: A Cultural Canvas 
in the Cold

For a dose of Eastern European charm 
far from the well-trodden routes of Prague 
or Budapest, consider a trip to Timisoara, 
Romania. 

Designated a European Capital of Culture, 
this city offers a rich tapestry of history, art, 
and a vibrant café culture, all without the win-
ter crowds.

Timisoara is known as “Little Vienna” 
for its beautiful Baroque architecture and 
sprawling public squares. In winter, the city’s 
squares – Victory Square (Piata Victoriei) and 

Union Square (Piata Unirii) – host a spirited 
Christmas market filled with Romanian handi-
crafts and traditional festive foods. 

The atmosphere is warm and welcoming, a 
stark contrast to the cooler temperatures.

The city’s tumultuous history, particularly its 
role in the 1989 Revolution, adds a fascinat-
ing layer to your visit. 

Spend your days exploring the museums 
and art nouveau buildings, and your evenings 
seeking refuge in a cosy, character-filled cel-
lar restaurant sampling hearty Romanian cui-
sine like sarmale (cabbage rolls) and warming 
local wines or tuica (plum brandy). Timisoara 
is an intellectual, historic, and delightfully off-
beat choice for a winter city break.

4. Bergen, Norway: Fjordland’s Colourful 
Harbour Town

While many rush to Oslo or chase the lights 
in the far North, the coastal city of Bergen 
offers a uniquely Norwegian winter experi-
ence. Nestled among seven mountains and 
serving as the gateway to the magnificent 
fjords, Bergen is colourful, historic, and sur-
prisingly mild thanks to the Gulf Stream.

The UNESCO World Heritage site of Bryggen, 
with its iconic row of colourful wooden 
houses, looks particularly striking against 
a backdrop of dark winter skies and often 
snow-capped mountains. Take the Fløibanen 
Funicular up Mount Fløyen for panoramic 
views that showcase the city and its fjord set-
ting in all their chilly splendour.

Winter is the perfect time for a spectacular 
fjord cruise, where the water is calm and the 
sheer rock faces are often dusted with snow, 
creating a dramatic and serene scene with 
fewer boats and tourists. 

When the cold bites, dive into Bergen’s 
excellent seafood scene, savouring freshly 
caught fish and shellfish in a snug har-
bour-side restaurant. Bergen delivers a blend 
of urban culture and accessible, breathtaking 
nature that makes for an unforgettable, pic-
turesque winter escape.

So, this year, why not shun the usual sus-
pects? 

These European cities offer not just a break 
from the routine, but a genuine opportunity 
to discover new cultures, breathtaking land-
scapes, and a quiet, unique kind of winter 
joy.

Timisoara.

Ljubljana.
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T: 01226 280426  |  M: 07787 125731
91 Park Road, Worsbrough Bridge, Barnsley, S70 5LJ
www.thefloorbarn.co.uk 

Unit 8, The Old Bakery, Harborough Hill Road, Barnsley, South Yorkshire, S71 1BQ

Tel: 01226 280426  |  Mob: 07787 125731
Email: sdinsdale@thefloorbarn.co.uk  |  www.thefloorbarn.co.uk

QUALITY CARPETS, VINYLS, ARTIFICIAL GRASS,

LAMINATES, WOODS & LUXURY VINYL TILES.

We also supply rugs, underlays, doorplates and matching accessories,
sprays, blades, tapes including Heatseam etc...
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QUALITY CARPETS, VINYLS, 
ARTIFICIAL GRASS, LAMINATES, 
WOODS & LUXURY VINYL TILES.

Who We Are
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The Floor Barn Ltd is an independent supplier of high 
quality floor coverings. Our front showroom is dedicated 
to Luxury vinyl tiles (LVT) including Karndean and Invictus. 
We also have dedicated Quickstep showroom displaying 
all the laminate ranges as well as lvt click and the New 
waterproof engineered woods.  In store you will also find 
stunning displays of engineered woods from Ted Todd and 
V4 Woodflooring. 

If hard flooring isn’t your style we have another 2 rooms 
in our store where you will find  Beautiful soft carpets 
to hard wearing twists whether you are opting for 
manmade bleach cleanable carpets to 80/20 wool 
twists. We showcase a range of manufacturers such as 
Associated Weavers, Abingdon’s, Penthouse to Ulster’s 
and Axminster’s. If its a rug your looking for we have an 
extensive collection of modern to traditional as well as 
sheepskin rugs. 

Why choose The Floor Barn Ltd?
We always offer a warm welcome and a cosy 
clean homely showroom - no pushy sales!

We offer a full service under one roof.

We have our very own fitting teams - including 
Quickstep Master Fitters as well as multi-floor 
fitters and LVT specialists.

We keep our prices competitive, only quoting for 
materials and labour needed for each job.

Free parking right outside our showroom.
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T: 01226 280426  |  M: 07787 125731
91 Park Road, Worsbrough Bridge, Barnsley, S70 5LJ
www.thefloorbarn.co.uk 

LET’S TAKE A LOOK AT SOME OF 
THE BUSINESSES THAT WE ARE 

WORKING WITH...

Quick-Step - Laminates and Engineered Wood. We have a full 
dedicated showroom and our Very Own In house - Quick-Step 
Master Fitter

‘Quick-Step Platinum Partners’ are experienced flooring 
retailers with a wide range of floors available in their 
showroom. They can help you find the most suitable floors 
and accessories that match your interior style and budget.

Karndean Designflooring is a brand of luxury vinyl 
flooring known for replicating the look and feel 
of natural materials like wood and stone, offering 
durability, easy maintenance, and a wide range of 
design options.

Our Main front showroom is dedicated to Karndean

Mastercraft Rugs Ltd is a family run business which has 
been trading for over 35 years. Importers and distributors of 
European and Oriental rugs since 1982.

Mastercraft rugs offer classic comfort, enduring style, quality, 
and traditional elegance, balancing plush textures with 
timeless motifs.
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SEE BETTER, LIVE BETTER
• Now registering new patients for private and NHS testing 
• Comprehensive eye examinations
• Appointments within 7 days
• Home testing available
• Free NHS eye tests for under 16s
• Myopia control for short-sightedness in children

Award winning 
children’s eyewear 

for 1-8 years. Modern, 
colourful and practical

An exclusive range 
of bright, statement 
frames by Bake Off’s 

Prue Leith

Move into the New Year with a
little COLOUR whatever your age

PREMIER EYECARE
OPTOMETRISTS & CONTACT LENS PRACTITIONERS

ROTHERHAM BRANCH: 17 EFFINGHAM STREET, ROTHERHAM S65 1AJ (opposite Santander) 

01709 379 471  OPEN Monday - Friday 9am-5pm, Saturday 9am-2pm

WE ALSO HAVE BRANCHES AT HOYLAND, HILLSBOROUGH and DONCASTER
www.premiereyecare.co.uk 

Brighten up your summer with a little COLOUR whatever your age

SEE OUR EXTENSIVE RANGE OF FRAMES 
FROM DESIGNER BRANDS INCLUDING 

An exclusive range of 
bright, statement f rames 
by Bake Off ’s Prue Leith

• Now registering new patients for private and NHS testing
• Comprehensive eye examinations
• Appointments within 7 days
• Home testing available
• Free NHS eye tests for under 16s
• Myopia control for short-sightedness in children

SEE BETTER, LIVE BETTER

Made of titanium, 
ultra-light with 
endless colours

Award winning children’s 
eyewear for 1-8 years. Modern, 
colourful and practical

Made of titanium, 
ultra-light with endless 

colours

SEE OUR EXTENSIVE 
RANGE OF FRAMES 
FROM DESIGNER 
BRANDS INCLUDING

WE ALSO HAVE BRANCHES AT: 
ROTHERHAM - 17 E�  ngham Street Rotherham S65 1AJ • 01709 379471
HILLSBOROUGH - Hillsborough Barracks Shopping Mall, Langse­  Rd, 

She�  eld S6 2LR • 0114 285 2696
DONCASTER - 16 Scot Lane, Doncaster, DN1 1ES • 01302 344569

www.premiereyecare.co.uk

01226 742158 OPEN: Mon - Fri  9am-5pm Sat 9am- 2pm

COME AND SEE US AT 18 KING STREET, HOYLAND, BARNSLEY, S74 9JP

Premier Eyecare South Yorkshire

MARCH SALE NOW ON
PLEASE ASK IN STORE FOR DETAILS

OF OUR LATEST OFFERS

SALE NOW ON!
UP TO 50% OFF FRAMES

Brighten up your winter with a
little                    whatever your age
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VISIT OUR RECENTLY REFURBISHED SHOWROOM
Located over two floors, Wakefield’s Premier...

Fireplace &Fireplace &
Stove ShowroomStove Showroom

Supplier of superior fires 
and fireplaces

Personal service from 
in-house experts

Try before you buy on 
certain brands

Package offers available

Free onsite parking

131 Doncaster Road, Wakefield, WF1 5DY
(follow signs for Wakefield Trinity)

tel: 01924 335998
w: www.tlrfireplaces.co.uk  e: info@tlrfireplaces.co.uk

Exclusive stockist of Burley.
The world’s cleanest and most 
effective wood burning stoves.
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I DON’T remember much about Spanish les-
sons in high school but I do recall one par-
ticular word aside from the obvious. ‘Veloz’ 
– or ‘fast’ in English – struck a chord, no 
doubt because I wished the lesson would 
end as quickly as possible.

So, when a car arrives with its short-
ened-down moniker – VZ – your mood is 
instantly perked up by the prospect of what 
potentially lies ahead.

That’s heightened even more so when you 

drink in its spec sheet’s details: this sportier 
version promises a staggering 40 per cent 
more power than the already great car it’s 
based on and an absurd torque hike of 75 
per cent.

I’m talking about the Cupra Born VZ, a car 
which bowled me over in its ‘regular’ guise 
thanks to its pace, handling and – despite its 
weight – it becoming a bonafide EV version of 
a hot hatch.

The VZ – with its 322bhp and 402lb ft of 

torque – makes this Golf-sized hatchback a 
formidable operator on paper, with the 60mph 
dash coming up in five-and-a-bit seconds, 
while its rear-drive set-up is also music to the 
ears of people who like being at the wheel of 
more playful cars.

As has become the case with the Born, this 
one’s subtle-yet-classy styling touches haven’t 
moved the game on but have merely accentu-
ated an already good-looking thing – there’s 
a VZ badge on the rear but aside from that, 

you’d be hard pushed to immediately tell the 
difference unless you’re in the know.

However, its interior is completely altered by 
some of the best seats I’ve ever sat in. 

This again makes a big difference.
Made by Sparco, they’re undoubtedly a 

skinnier fit but the way they clasp you in your 
place as you push on is what you feel in spe-
cialist cars worth four times as much as the 
Cupra. 

They look as good as they feel, too...

Born to be wild over VZ...

Josh Timlin gets behind the 
wheel of a Spanish superstar

34 WINTER LIVING



Ahead of you is the model-wide steering wheel which – despite its slightly 
irritating haptic elements – remains brilliant, being just the right size. 

The interior as a whole is well-appointed and although I would prefer a  
centre console-mounted gear selector as opposed to its steering  
column-mounted ‘wand’, what it does do is give you an enormous amount  
of storage space.

Other developments include a new 12.9-inch multi-media display and a pair 
of key paddles for shifting brake energy regeneration – I’m unsure of your 
preference, but I immediately used these to dial out any braking as I find it 
incredibly annoying.

Despite its near two-tonne weight, the Born VZ feels like a very familiar hot 
hatch to drive; it’s one of those few EVs that has the ability to belie its bulk, 
feeling very much the well-sorted companion within seconds of moving. It’s 
its driving position – afforded by those fantastic seats – that sets the right 
tone from the off: there’s proper steering feel and there’s a genuine hunger 
for corners.

It makes the most of its rear-driven layout and its compact footprint, which 
allows it to tuck in to tighter bends enthusiastically. 

It will power out of them with the alacrity only EVs possess – it’s properly 
quick, and Cupra’s toed the line perfectly with the amount of power it’s 
given its VZ. Its delivery is also a plus point; in too many EVs it’s akin to 
flicking a switch and after that first dose of power you’re left a little cold, but 
in the Born it feels a tad more progressive, meaning you’re interested for 
longer.

Get it on to a good stretch of road and you’d have to be insatiate to not 
smile. It’s thoroughly entertaining how it goes about its business and yes, of 
course, it’s not as involving as a Honda Civic Type R, but it’s most definitely 
a match for something like a VW Golf GTI. 

Although it does manage to disguise its weight better than it ought to, the 
only time when you do feel it is when you’re really leaning on it and asking 
perhaps a little too much of it. At seven-tenths it’s a great car but anything 
after – when the properly special cars come into their own – it’s left lacking 
somewhat.

However, the Born VZ is a cracker, of that there’s no doubt. It ticks so 
many boxes and offers a 250-mile range with ease – it’s the first EV hot 
hatch and it deserves its place amongst its petrol-powered peers because it 
can hold its own.

Muy bueno, muy bueno, Cupra.
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Furniture Still Available For 
Delivery Before Christmas

436-440 Doncaster Road, s70 3ez01226 731234

www.snellandrobins.co.uk

Over 500
Premium

ChristmasDecorations

Barnsley’s Finest Furniture

Living - Xmas 2025.indd   1Living - Xmas 2025.indd   1 21/11/2025   11:24:5421/11/2025   11:24:54
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