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Through Rain & Romance

By Victor Carr and Pat Solecki

What A Glorious Feeling at freeFall Theatre is a do-not-miss show,
blending romance, music, dancing, and Hollywood nostalgia.

hat A Glorious Feeling at
freeFall Theatre is a do-
not-miss show!

Based on the fictionalized story
of how the 1952 musical Singin’ in
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the Rain came to be, What A Glo-
rious Feeling is really a romantic
triangle... or maybe a quadrangle.
At the center are Gene Kelly [John
T. Wolfe], Stanley Donen (Justin
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Lopez], and Jeanne Coyne (Caroline
Desmarais] — three people whose
professional and personal relation-
ships are anything but simple. Do-
nen is Kelly’s co-director, Coyne is
Donen’s recently divorced wife, and
she was also once Kelly’s lover. And
then there is the movie itself, which
may be the most demanding and
important relationship of them all.

Making Movie Magic

The show opens with Kelly in his
studio, working out tap routines for
the main character. Himself. Chris
Shin’s choreography is truly phe-
nomenal, as Wolfe shows just how
great a dancer Kelly was. But the
show is not just dancing, singing,
and Michael Raabe’s piano playing,
although those are reasons enough
to see the show.

The heart of the show is Kelly’s
determination to create the best
musical movie of its time. His rela-
tionship with Donen and Donen’s
ex-wife, Coyne, complicates that
determination, as does the fact

Theater continued on page 14
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VOICES

Amendment 3
and Libraries

Like many Pinellas County res-
idents, | moved to Florida for the
lifestyle it offered: Yes, snow-free
winters, but also beautiful natu-
ral resources, wonderful city and
county parks, and what | consider
to be the main attraction to a city
or a town: A vibrant library system.

As a member of the board of
the Friends of St. Pete Beach Pub-
lic Library, whose mission it is to
“promote and support the St. Pete
Beach Library” | am particularly
worried about Amendment 3 and
its potential effect on library fund-
ing.

It's clear that Amendment 3 will
hurt Florida’s ability to fund its li-
braries. Florida’s public libraries de-
pend on stable local tax revenue to
provide books and materials, public
computers, Wi-Fi, children’s pro-
grams, senior services, job seeker
support, meeting rooms, outreach,
and trusted help for people of all
ages.

Think of it this way: City bud-
gets are like recipes. If we reduce
the ingredients to a meal recipe,
we end up with a smaller plate of
food. Or we eliminate something on

Amor fati.

the plate. Ask yourself what gets
eliminated from the library plate?
Reduced services? A smaller collec-
tion of books? A library that closes
at mid-day? Losing staff? Closing
branches? When library funding is
reduced, we will certainly lose ser-
vices.

We urge you to fully read Amend-
ment 3, just like when you were
back in school. Get the facts. Talk
to your friends and family. And vote
“NO” on Amendment 3.

—Lee O’Neil, Tierra Verde
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Mosquito Control 101

Council Corner: Protect Our Yards and Neighbors

By Marlene Shaw

f you've seen the recent head-
’ lines about dengue in the Tam-

pa Bay area, you may be feeling
anxious. As Vice Mayor, | coordinat-
ed a town hall on Sept. 21 with Car-
oline Pickart, a senior environmen-
tal specialist with Pinellas County
Public Works. The presentation was
exceptionally informative — some of
it was even surprising. | came away
with a much better picture of how
our county approaches mosquito
control and even found certain de-
tails reassuring. It contained a lot of
information, but | wanted to pass
along the highlights.

How the County Keeps Watch

Pinellas County uses flocks of
sentinel chickens, regularly test-
ed for virus antibodies, as an ear-
ly warning system before human
cases appear. That data, along
with mosquito CO2-baited traps,
ground-level trap counts, and De-
partment of Health reports, guides
decisions on fogging and aerial
treatments. And those helicopters
over our wetlands? They drop a tar-
geted granular product called BTI,
not liquid chemicals sprayed over
neighborhoods. Caroline explained
that overnight fogging targets
adult mosquitoes by using specific
droplet sizes to minimize impact on
non-target insects.

What Is BTI, Exactly?

BTI (Bacillus thuringiensis israel-
ensis] is a naturally occurring bac-
terium that affects only mosquito
larvae. It disrupts their digestive
system before they become biting
adults. It does not harm fish, pets,
birds, bees, or other wildlife, and it
breaks down naturally in the envi-
ronment.

Here are the local numbers. As of
Sept. 12, Hillsborough County had
seen a notablerise in dengue cases,
while Pinellas had seven confirmed
cases. You can check current treat-

Mosquito continued on page 4

PIXABAY

Vice Mayor Marlene Shaw shares mosquito-control tips, dengue updates, and what
Pinellas County residents can do to protect their homes.
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Mosquito continued from page 3

ment activity in your own area us-
ing the county’s online maps.

Know Your Mosquito

Only females bite, since they
need blood protein to produce
eggs. Males stick to nectar and
pollinate. The Aedes aegypti is the
main dengue carrier. | found it par-
ticularly interesting to learn that it
is a weak flyer that stays close to
home and, unlike most mosquitoes,
bites during the day, most often at
the ankles. That’s good news be-
cause it means what happens in our
own yards makes a real difference.

This is where we all come in. Mos-
quito control isn’t just something
the county does for us. It's some-
thing we do together. Since county
services can have long wait lists,
doing our part matters even more.
For example, | walk my property
daily checking for standing water,
and | faithfully use BTI dunks in my
pond and water feature, including
mesh-covered rain barrels.

The county recommends simple
steps you can start today:

« Walk your yard at least weekly
and dump anything holding water:
buckets, toys, tires, bird baths, pet
bowls, plant saucers, tarps..any-
thing that can hold water.

« Check gutters, drains, and the
bottoms of recycling and garbage
bins, especially if uncovered.

« If you can’'t dump it, use BTI dunks
or bits in ponds, bromeliads, or rain
barrels [safe for fish and wildlife —
and easy to find at hardware stores,
for example). Gambusia [mosquito
fish) are also recommended for or-
namental ponds.

» Dress smartly in light-colored,
loose-fitting long sleeves. Mosqui-
toes can bite through tight clothing.
» The county advises against using
bug zappers and ultrasonic apps
because they are ineffective or may
inadvertently attract mosquitoes to
a home.

« The county recommends using
a repellent with DEET or Picaridin.
The key is to use something effec-
tive, whatever your preference. ®
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NEWS

Eye on Gulfport

Gulfport Police Weekly Activity Report Sept. 17-23

By Chief Mary Farrand

ur weekly report contains
examples of calls for ser-
vice we handled through-

out the week. These calls resulted
in a report being generated, an ar-
rest being made, or are important
for other squads to know about. It
is not a full report for all calls; for
a call log, please refer to Pinellas
County’s Crime Viewer.

Patrol Division:

« Dispatched calls for service: 101

« Self-Initiated calls for service: 384
« Incident/offense reports: 32

» Arrests made: 6

« Traffic/vessel stops: 167

« Parking violations: 24

» Ordinance violatons: 27

» House checks: 27

Examples of significant
incidents:

The Denton County Sheriff’s Office
(Texas) contacted the Communica-
tions Center and requested that our
officers attempt to locate a suspect
in one of their cases. Denton County
SO obtained an arrest warrant for a
resident. The warrant was for entic-
ing a minor via a telecommunications
device. Officers located and arrested
the resident. He was transported to
the Pinellas County jail to await ex-
tradition to Texas.

A person reported that he was
missing a crate of locksmith supplies
valued at approximately $500. After
being unable to locate his tools, he
spoke with a neighbor who reported
seeing the items in their trash can on
a previous day. City sanitation ser-
vices have since collected the trash.
Officers do not know who placed the
tools in the trash, and they have not
identified a suspect.

A mother, while away from home,
received a message from her 14-year-
old daughter’'s boyfriend advising
that the juvenile had been sending
messages indicating that she did
not want to live anymore and includ-

CAMERON HEALY

Rather than a traditional police blotter, GPD s

- e e R

ent a sampling of all types of services

the police provided in Gulfport from Sept. 17-23.

ed photographs of a knife. Gulfport
Police responded and took the juve-
nile into protective custody. Officers
transported her to Eleos Wellness
and Support for further evaluation
and assistance.

A previously reported squatter
returned to the property and was
discovered by the homeowner. The
homeowner followed the individual
into St. Petersburg, where he even-
tually lost sight of him.

Officers responded to an in-prog-
ress domestic after receiving in-
formation that one of the involved
parties was armed with a knife. A
65-year-old reported being bitten
and had visible marks on their left
arm consistent with a bite.

A resident reported that his former
roommate took a basket containing
his clothing while moving out of the
residence without his permission.

Officers responded to a distur-
bance at a local bar involving two
patrons, each with a service dog.
One of the dogs barked at the oth-
er, prompting the owner of the other
dog to produce a knife and threaten
to kill the dog. Bar staff asked the
man to leave, but he refused. When
employees attempted to physically
remove him, he hit an employee in
the face and attempted to hit anoth-
er. Staff eventually gained control of
the man, escorted him outside, and
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he left the area. The man later con-
tacted Gulfport Police and claimed
that he was the victim of a battery
during the incident.

Read more at thegabber.com. ®
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Pass the Plate

A Gulfport Church Expands Its Wednesday Dinners

By Mason Chambless

ulfport’s First United Meth-
Godist Church [FUMC] re-

ceived a grant from the
United Methodist Foundation that
will allow the church to expand its
Wednesday night meal program.

Gulfport FUMC has hosted
Wednesday night dinners for many
years. These dinners allowed mem-
bers to gather, eat, fellowship, and
learn from the Bible. The Church is
now rebranding these dinners as
“Community Dinners” to include
more of the wider community in
their Wednesday gatherings.

Speaking of this community-fo-
cused approach to the dinners,
Reverend Tracie Ashley said that
the Church’s intention is to “offer a
meal to whoever would like one or
[needs] one in the community.”

The $3,000 grant from the United
Methodist Foundation has acted as
a jumping-off point for the Church
to do just that. In the past, volun-
teers provided the dinners, and the
Church would “suggest” each diner
pay around $8 for their meals. Now,
with support from the grant, the
Church can reimburse part of the
food costs and implement a pay-
what-you-can policy for the diners.

“If you can’t pay, then wonderful,”
Rev. Tracie said. “If you can pay,
great. But it’s not about that. It's
about the community around the
table.”

Building a Community Around
the Table

Another of Rev. Tracie’s hopes is
to continue the program year-long.
Because the program relies so
heavily on volunteers, the dinners
traditionally have not happened
during the summer months and
Christmas time. Rev. Tracie, how-
ever, hopes that funding and com-
munity partnerships may allow the
dinners to start happening over the
summer months as well.

“The grant has really helped us
to kick off Community Dinners well.
Now, that grant will not sustain us
throughout the year. It will just get

6

First United Methodist Church of Gulfport expanded its Wednesday
Community Dinners with grant funding, pay-what-you-can meals, and
a focus on serving the wider community.

us going,” said Rev. Tracie. “We'll
also be looking for other partners,
either to provide food or financial
resources for that.”

Beyond providing a meal, Gulf-
port FUMC hopes to help meet
the needs of the unhoused and
under-resourced within Gulfport.
Currently, the dinners include a
charging station where anyone
can charge their electronics. The
Church hopes to expand the ways it
can serve those in need. In order to
do that, the Church needs help. Rev.
Tracie hopes to seek help within the
community.

“What | am hoping to do is reach
out to other local restaurants to see
if they would want to partner with
us,” Rev. Tracie said. “For example,
would the restaurants that are all
around Gulfport, would they each
take one meal a year?”

An Open Invitation to Gulfport

Another important aspect of
these dinners is their intentional in-
clusivity. In 2025, a major change in
LGBTQ+ doctrine within the United

Methodist Church has allowed for a
more inclusive environment for the
LGBTQ+ community within the UMC
network.

Likewise, a change in Gulfport
FUMC’s leadership board has made
it a focus for the Church to be “in-
clusive in every way, especially with
our LGBTQ community,” according
to Rev. Tracie.

“All are welcome all the time,”
Rev. Tracie said. “Everyone needs a
point of belonging, connection, and
we just are so thankful to be part
of the community and want to open
our doors to anybody who would
like to be part of ours.”

The Community Dinners take
place every Wednesday at 6 p.m. in
Gulfport FUMC’s Chapel and run for
around an hour. Dinner is followed
by an optional short teaching from
the Gospel and a time for reflec-
tion. The first Wednesday of every
month is always a potluck, with vol-
unteer-provided meals every week
after.

First United Methodist Church of
Gulfport, 2728 53rd St. S., Gulfport.
fumcgulfport.org, 727-321-3620. ©®
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When the Rays Win, Lights Shine
Duke Energy Share the Light Fund Gets $93,000 From Rays’ Wins

By Cameron Healy

he Tampa Bay Rays’ win-

' ning season is helping Flori-

da families pay their energy

bills. At the Rays’ Sept. 18 game,

the Duke Energy Foundation gave

$93,000 to 14 agencies across the

state. The agencies help people
cover their utility costs.

The money comes from the foun-
dation’s Share the Light Fund. For ev-
ery Rays win this season, the foun-
dation added $1,000 to the fund. The
fund then sends money to social ser-
vice agencies that help Duke Energy
customers with their bills.

Melissa Seixas, Duke Energy Flori-
da’s state president, said the compa-
ny has had its home in the Tampa Bay
area for more than 125 years. “We're
naturally big Rays fans,” she said in
a press release. She urged anyone
facing money trouble to “reach out
now,” because programs like Share
the Light can offer some relief.

Anthony Rioles, the Rays’ vice
president of corporate partner-
ships, said the team is proud to
“turn our success on the field into
meaningful support for our neigh-
bors and fellow Floridians,” accord-
ing to the press release.

How the Share the Light Fund
Works

Share the Light helps customers

DUKE ENERGY

il D
T ENERGY.
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Boosted by Rays wins, Duke Energy donated $93,000 from its Share the Light

Fund to 14 agencies to help Florida families cover energy bills.

with limited incomes pay for util-
ities, including power, gas, oil, or
wood. The Rays are not the only
source of money. According to the
press release, customers, employ-
ees, retirees, and company share-
holders also donate. The Duke En-
ergy Foundation matches those
gifts, up to $500,000 each year.
Local agencies receive all of the
money and use it to serve cus-
tomers in Duke Energy Florida’s
35-county area. The press release
said these agencies got nearly
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$650,000 from the fund in 2025.
They have received more than
$436,000 from January through
August of 2026.

Partners Speak on the Fund’s
Impact

Heide Cornell, executive director
of Daystar Life, said in the press re-
lease that the support has helped
families in Pinellas County keep
food and medicine cold and their
homes cool. She said it “does more
than keep the lights on” because it
can stop a short-term setback from
turning into a bigger crisis.

Jeff Hayward, president and CEO
of Heart of Florida United Way,
pointed to working families known
as ALICE, which stands for “Asset
Limited, Income Constrained, Em-
ployed.” He said in the press re-
lease that a surprise medical bill, a
natural disaster, or higher month-
ly costs can quickly cause serious
money problems for these families.
Share the Light, he said, gives them
“somewhere to turn.”

Customers who want to learn
more, including who qualifies and
which agencies serve each coun-
ty, can visit duke-energy.com/
ShareTheLight. ©
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Fun on the Water

Florida Bucket List: Port St. Joe’s Detour Charters

By Cathy Salustri

e weren’'t in Port St. Joe
for scallops, which was
a good thing, because

we were too early for the season.
(And FWC closed it the day before it
opened anyway.)

No, we’d parked our RV at Pres-
nell’s on St. Joe Bay [aka St. Joseph
Bay) for a salty change of venue.
Gulfport has plenty of beach vibes
and saltwater and sunsets, but
I'd been itching to get on the road
since June. We had planned a long
RV road trip this summer, but a
slow-speed head-on collision on
our way home from a quiet short
trip to Daytona Beach kept BFT
(short for big, um, something, truck]
out of commission just long enough
to make any sort of meaningful
road trip impractical. Instead, we
settled for a few short trips. Port St.
Joe was one.

Of course, Florida State Parks are
so very popular and so very inex-
pensive that snagging a last-min-
ute reservation at one of the water-
front campgrounds is as unrealistic
as going to the Everglades and try-
ing to avoid seeing a gator. A friend
suggested we check out Presnell’s.

We will go back to Presnell’s. It
was barely a quarter full, and our
site faced the bay. We had spectac-
ular sunset views because of this.
While the bathhouse had down-
stairs shower, the one upstairs by
the clubhouse was more like a spa-
cious private bathroom.

But enough about that. We
weren’t there for the bathroom. We
were there for the water. And that’s
where Captain Rob with Detour
Charters really delivered.

Detour Charters

Captain Rob picked us up at Pres-
nell’s marina and gave us a tour of
the entire bay. | especially appreci-
ated how much he — like every re-
sponsible Florida boat captain I've
ever met or worked with — com-

.

Captain Rob picked us up at Presnell’s marina and gave us a tour of the entire bay.

bined the significant environmental
aspects of the area with his tour.

If you're used to crowded beach-
es and crowded waterways on the
weekends, St. Joe Bay will be a pleas-
ant surprise. As we went by Cape San
Blas, | marveled at how there was not
a soul on some of the most pristine
beach I've seen in recent memory.

Captain Rob told me it was be-
cause no road leads there. While
you can walk it from St. Joseph Pen-
insula State Park, it's not short, so
most people don't do it.

“Look at the skate,” Captain Rob’s
wife, Noelle, said, pointing down.
And it wasn’t only one: We’d found
ourselves amidst a fever of string
rays. But then, | saw something
even better: Sharks.

Seeing Sharks Near Cape San
Blas!

Anyone who’s heard my podcast
or asked me about them in a talk

knows my feelings about sharks:
They’re amazing creatures who
don’t scare me even a little. Sharks,
like gators, do not want anything to
do with humans [unless some idiot
has trained them to associate hu-
mans with food, so please do not do
that). Watching them move through
the water is magical, and Detour
Charters had found a shiver (I love
that collective noun for sharks] of
what appeared to blacktips.

Despite Detour Charters attempt-
ing to get closer [at my request], the
sharks kept us at a safe distance.
This was much to my dismay, but |
can respect the sharks not wanting
humans too close; we’re not histor-
ically kind to sharks.

“We can go back now,” | told Cap-
tain Rob, happy as a St. Joe Bay
scallop who's just gotten a reprieve
from scallop season. “You showed
me sharks. There’s nothing better
left for me to see.”

| was wrong.
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Cape San Blas, as seen from the boat with Detour Charters.

One Final Incredible Memory
with Detour Charters

On our way home, | saw some-
thing in shallow surf off the beach
of the cape.

Deer. Now, that in and of itself is
not remarkable. You can find deer
almost everywhere in Florida. The
last time we camped at St. Joseph
Peninsula State Park, we saw sev-

eral deer brazenly ignoring the “do
not walk on the dunes” signage.
But there deer were playing. Inthe
water. Aside from being on all four
legs, having fur, and being much
larger, they looked exactly like two
happy children playing tag in the
surf. Captain Rob stopped the boat
and let us watch for a few moments
until the deer, perhaps exhausted
from the sun and salt, headed for a

shaded part of the beach.
So Much More Than Scallops

Right now, the closure of scallop
season in St. Joe Bay is devastating
for anyone who’d planned a vaca-
tion — and for the people whose
livelihoods depend on a healthy
scallop season.

But, as a said, we weren’t there
for scallops. We wanted to camp by
the saltwater and see something
different. Between Detour Charters
and Presnell’s, we found more than
we’d hoped.

Take a Road Trip to Port St. Joe

Detour Charters; call or text 850-
904-0092. Sunset cruises start at
$250; Captain Rob has longer char-
ters, too.

Presnell’s Bayside Marina and
RV Resort, 2115 Highway C30, Port
Saint Joe. 850-848-4914. Full hook-
ups, clubhouse with small kitchen,
pool, small fitness center, marina,
and camp store. ©

WANTE@U WE BUYT

Estates * Collections * He:lrlmms  Valuables « GOLD $4700 * SILVER $72

Anthue Umtage Estate New & Fine Preowned Sllver Gnld & Dlamnnd Jewrlelryr
Designer Handbags & Accessories * Tiffany, Cartier, Chopard, Chanel, D.Yurman

Vintage Costume Jewelry * Cufflinks - Pocket Watches & Vintage Wristwatches
Rolex & Fine Preowned Timepieces * U.S. Coins - World Coins * Coin Collections
Antique Silverware « Sterling Silver Flatware * Tea Sets - Candlesticks & Vertu
Scrap Gold +- Dental Gold * Broken Jewelry * Gold & Silver Coins, Ingots & Bars

Antiques * Bronze Stauary * Fountain Pens * Lamps * Clocks * Canes * Scrimshaw
Collectibles » Nautical Items * Rugs *+ Maps * Relics * Militaria * Antique Weapons

Expert Evaluations! « Fair Offers" . By Appointment Only!

WE COMEE TO YOUI { } £ 4.84.-014.6

BNGTREASURES.com * 1115 Ponce De'Leon Blvd. » Clearwater, Fl 33756
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BEACHES

Commissioners Approve $37.8M Budget
What To Know About Madeira Beach’s Sept. 18 Special Meeting

By Christopher Collier

adeira Beach Commission-
ers unanimously approved
the City’'s approximately

$37.8 million fiscal year 2027 ([FY27)
budget and kept its property tax
rate unchanged during a brief spe-
cial meeting Sept. 18.

The spending plan includes ap-
proximately $6.2 million for capi-
tal improvements, including major
projects such as drainage, side-
walks and other long-term infra-
structure. Most of that money is di-
rected toward stormwater projects.
The largest allocation is $4.5 million
for the Area 6a drainage improve-
ment project.

Both the millage and budget ordi-
nances passed 5-0 on their second
and final readings. No members of
the public spoke, and commission-
ers approved both measures with-
out discussion.

Madeira Beach Keeps
Millage Rate

Commissioners adopted Ordi-
nance 2026-14, keeping the mill-
age rate at 2.7500 mills, unchanged
from the previous fiscal year.

A millage rate is used to calcu-
late local property taxes based on
a property’s taxable value. One mill
equals $1 in tax for every $1,000
of taxable value. At 2.7500 mills, a
property owner pays $2.75 in City
property taxes for every $1,000 of
taxable value.

For example, a property with a
taxable value of $300,000 would
owe $825 in City property taxes.

An unchanged millage rate
does not necessarily mean an un-
changed bill. If a property’s taxable
value increases, the amount owed
to the City would also increase at
the same rate.

The adopted rate is 0.55% above
the rollback rate of 2.7349 mills.
The rollback rate would bring in
roughly the same amount of prop-
erty-tax revenue as the previous

10

Madeira Beach approved a $37.8 million FY27 budget, keeping the property tax rate

R

unchanged and funding major drainage projects.

year, excluding revenue from new
construction.

According to the Finance Direc-
tor's memorandum in the meeting
agenda packet, the City budgeted
$5.65 million in property-tax reve-
nue for its General Fund for FY27,
compared with $5.46 million for
FYZ26.

Drainage Work Tops
Project List

According to the budget included
in the meeting packet, stormwater
projects account for $4.9 million of
the City’s approximately $6.2 mil-
lion capital improvement plan.

The largest allocation is $4.5 mil-
lion for the Area 6a drainage im-
provement project. It covers 153rd,
154th, and 155th Avenues, First and
Second Streets East, Harbor Drive,
and Municipal Drive.

The budget identifies drainage
improvements as a priority for ad-
dressing chronic flooding in low-ly-
ing coastal neighborhoods. Area 6a
is the largest single project alloca-
tion for FY27.

The John’s Pass Boardwalk and
Jetty Sidewalk Rehabilitation and
Resiliency Project also receives
funding, with $250,000 allocated
from the General Fund for FY27.

An additional $1.5 million is

planned for FY28 to complete the
project’s rehabilitation and resilien-
cy work.

Reserves Help Fund Budget

Commissioners adopted the FY27
budget through Ordinance 2026-15.
The fiscal year begins Oct. 1, 2026,
and ends Sept. 30, 2027.

The budget includes approxi-
mately $32.5 million in revenue and
other incoming funds, compared
with $37.8 million in spending and
other outgoing funds. The City will
use money it has already set aside
in reserves to cover the approxi-
mately $5.25 million difference.

The Finance Director’s memoran-
dum attributes that gap largely to
capital improvements. Excluding
spending on major capital projects,
budgeted revenues and other in-
coming funds exceed spending and
other outgoing funds by approxi-
mately $967,000.

Commissioners initially approved
both ordinances Sept. 9 before
returning for final adoption Sept.
18. According to the memoran-
dum, budgeted amounts had not
changed since the Aug. 26 budget
workshop.

The next Madeira Beach Commis-
sion meeting is Oct. 14 at 6 p.m. ®
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Rollback Rate, Rising Water Bills
St. Pete Beach Approves 2027 Budget Amid Wastewater Concerns

By Christopher Richard

t. Pete Beach Commission-
Sers approved the City’s 2027

budget Sept. 21 at the roll-
back property tax rate, while resi-
dents questioned planned waste-
water rate increases and the City’s
proposed usage tiers.

The budget passed 4-1, with Vice
Mayor Lisa Robinson voting against
it. The City will keep its property tax
rate at 3.0757 mills, the same as
the rollback rate. The rollback rate
is the tax rate that would bring in
about the same amount of proper-
ty tax money as the previous year.
One mill equals $1in property taxes
for every $1,000 of taxable proper-
ty value.

City Reaches Rollback Rate

The City reduced the proposed
budget by slightly more than
$80,000 to reach the rollback rate.

While the City is keeping the same
tax rate, individual property owners
could still see changes in their tax
bills if the value of their property
changes.

The final budget also adds a full-
time capital projects administrator
to provide administrative support
for the City’s capital program.

Residents Question Wastewa-
ter Increases

Wastewater rates drew some of
the strongest criticism during pub-
lic comment.

Resident Paul Stein challenged
the proposed increases, saying
the plan calls for 16% increases for
three consecutive years, followed
by another 5% increase.

“16% three years in a row, 16% in-
creases,” Stein said.

Stein also questioned the City’s
6,000-gallon wastewater usage
threshold. He said residential cus-
tomers generally do not use enough
water to reach that tier.

“It's meaningless to establish a
tier which is never met,” Stein said.

Stein also questioned when the
City released a wastewater rate

CHRISTOPHER COLLIER

The City of St. Pete Beach approved its 2027 budget at the rollback tax rate as resi-
dents questioned planned wastewater rate increases.

study prepared by consultant
Raftelis. The City included the re-
port with the materials for the Sept.
21 meeting.

during public comment, Commis-
sioners unanimously approved the
wastewater ordinance.

The next St. Pete Beach Commis-

Despite the concerns raised sion meeting at Oct. 13 at 6 p.m. &

o )2t S et

189

| .
Exam (o150) « X-rays (00210)
Cleaning (1110 « Fluoride p1206)
*in the absense of periodontal disease

727-954-4431

StPeteModernDentistry.com
5500 1st Ave N « St. Petersburg

Dr. Shoopak

DN20913

A\ ST. PETE

—=me/ MODERN DENTISTRY

Say goodbye to dental anxiety

Dr. Gutu

DN17133

), LIFE'S STRESSES
oo WEIGHING YOU DOWN?

The experienced professionals
at Infinity Massage got your back
(and arms, legs, neck)

DEVON DRUET | MA 77891
5702 GULFPORT BLVD § SUITE #6 » GULFPORT, FL 33707
PHONE: 727-560-3485 OR 727-667-6280
INFINITYMASSAGETHERAPY.COM
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From Fences to Funding Questions
St. Pete Beach Commissioners Heard Range of Resident Concerns

By Christopher Richard

A St. Pete Beach resident raised concerns about how Pinellas County sheriff’s deputies handled a reported
trespassing incident during the Sept. 21 City Commission meeting.

t. Pete Beach Commission-
ers heard a range of con-
cerns Sept. 21, from a res-

ident’'s complaint about sheriff's
enforcement and questions about
development density to a proposed
process for city donations.

Resident Questions Sheriff’s
Enforcement

Melanie Vandergrift, a resident,
told Commissioners that people
entered her property to reach the
beach after moving a no trespass-
ing sign and crossing a 6-foot fence.

Vandergrift said she contacted
the Pinellas County Sheriff’s Office
and claimed a deputy later told her
that the only law deputies were
allowed to enforce was underage
drinking.

Vandergrift also said the deputies
were unfamiliar with beach rules in-
volving dogs and alcohol.

The Commission asked the City
Attorney to investigate the com-
plaint.

Density, Donations, and Other
Issues

Resident Phyllis Parker also ques-
tioned a proposed “density-trading
tool” that could place a value on ad-
ditional development rights.

12

“Zoning laws exist for reasons,”
Parker said.

Parker warned that the propos-
al could create incentives that
permanently increase density.
She also promoted a proposed St.
Pete Beach art trail, saying it could
spread visitors throughout the city
and support local businesses.

Commissioners also discussed
creating a formal process for city
donations. District 4 Commission-
er Jon Maldonado said the City has
$7,500 budgeted for donations and
suggested contributions to the Sea

Turtle Trackers, St. Pete Audubon
Society, and Gulf Beaches Historical
Museum.

Commissioners supported creat-
ing a formal nomination and review
process for donations, but no new
donations were approved at the
meeting.

The meeting concluded with dis-
cussion of Corey Avenue improve-
ments and preparations for the
City’s upcoming 70th anniversary.

The next St. Pete Beach Commis-
sion meeting at Oct. 13 at 6 p.m. ®

MEET THE PRESS!

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 9, 10 A.M.

Why do newspapers do things
the way they do? Why did The
Gabber Newspaper print that
story? Why didn’t they print that
story? What'’s it like being part of
a newspaper?

Come ask owners and staff all
your questions, make your voice
heard, and meet the press that
loves Gulfport as much as you do
at this quarterly forum!

Gulfport Senior Center « 5501 27th Ave. S.

i
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THE GROVE SURF AND COFFEE

BUSINESS BEAT

Beach Bites

Taste of the Beaches Brings Local Favorites

By Cameron Healy

ifty restaurants across the
FTampa Bay Beaches will

serve special dishes and
drinks during Taste of the Beaches,
which runs Oct. 3-11. Locals and vis-
itors can both take part.

Diners can trade each $10 ticket
for one featured item at a restau-
rant, according to a press release
from the event. Kolter Urban and
Smith & Associates Real Estate
present Taste of the Beaches. Tick-
ets are on sale now. The full list of
restaurants and their featured items
is at tampabaybeaches.com/taste.

The menus include breakfast
bites, seafood, Cuban food, and
inventive cocktails. Beach Meats,
Frankie's Pizza Parlor, Grove Surf
+ Coffee, MadFish St. Pete Beach,
Mastry’s Brewing, Pipo’s Cuban
Cafe, and Sundrop at The Luce Ho-
tel are among the restaurants tak-
ing part.

Kickoff Party Set for Oct. 2

The Tampa Bay Beaches Chamber
of Commerce will start things off

Friday, Oct. 2, at Horan Park in St.
Pete Beach, the press release said.
The party will take place alongside
the city’s October concert series.
The band Big Brother will play live
music before the nine-day event
begins. NextHome Beach Time Re-
alty Annie Fleeting Team sponsors
the party.

Charlie Justice, the chamber’s
president and CEO, said in the re-
lease that Taste of the Beaches is
“the perfect excuse to be a tourist
in your own town.” He urged peo-
ple to “try somewhere new, revisit a
favorite” and explore local restau-
rants.

Habitat for Humanity

According to the release, the
event will give some of its mon-
ey to Habitat for Humanity Tampa
Bay Gulfside, a group that works to
make owning a home more afford-
able for people in the community.

Justice said every ticket “helps
bring customers through their

doors.” ®

Grove Surf + Coffee is one of 50 restaurants taking part in
Taste of the Beaches, Oct. 3-11.
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\ THE STORAGE HOUSE |
' 727-327-9598 !

TheStorageHouseFL.com

1219 49th Street South ¢ Gulfport
Office Hours: Mon-Fri 8~5 / Sat 8~2

NEED MORE SPACE?
We’re The Moving Place!
24-Hour Access ° First-Floor

Convenience ¢ Climate & Non-Climate
Controlled units available

We are a small family owned
business and will not increase
your rates every 6 months like a
corporate facility.

CALL TODAY FOR OUR BEST RATES!

We sell boxes, locks, and moving supplies.

Dentistry
with a personal touch

Family Owned and Run
General and Cosmetic Dentistry

Dr. Brittany Pierpont

DLiew Dendal
N~

8351 Blind Pass Rd
St Pete Beach, FL 33706

727-363-6169

pierdental.net
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ARTS

Theater continued from cover

that Coyne was once Kelly’s lov-
er. The conflicts among the three
characters are powerful and chaot-
ic as they try to work through their
personal demons while maintaining
a professional face as the film goes
into production.

This wonderful cast also includes
the film’s producer, Arthur Freed
(Larry Alexander], and the “Girl
Next Door,” Debbie Reynolds (Laura

Guley). Freed tries to bring the film
in on budget while overcoming the
politics at MGM—-not an easy task
when Kelly wants rain in Los Ange-
les.

Reynolds, who is not a profes-
sional dancer, must learn compli-
cated tap routines that demand so
much of her that she ends up sleep-
ing in the studio. The long bus rides
to work take up too much time. Her
naivete adds a beautiful balance to

What A Glorious Feeling tells the fictionalized story behind the making of Singin’ in
the Rain. See freeFall Theatre’s production through Oct. 4.

THEE PHOTO NINJA

the hard-edged professionalism of
the other three main characters.

Singing, Dancing, and a Little
Nostalgia

The entire cast brings wonderful
singing voices to the show and com-
plements the fantastic dancing. But
some of the nostalgia comes from
those of us who remember the
songs from the original movie. If
you haven’t seen the movie, watch
it before you buy your tickets. It will
add to your enjoyment of the show
and brighten your day just a little.

As my final recommendation, go
for the story and stay for the cho-
reography. Both are worth the price
of admission.

See What A Glorious Feeling

freeFall Theatre, 6099 Central Ave.,
St. Petersburg. Through Oct. 4. Thurs.-
Sat., 7 p.m.; Sat.-Sun. 2 p.m. freefall-
theatre.com, 727-498-5205. ®

THE GRBBER

MARKETING

AN AGENCY ARM OF FLORIDA'S
OLDEST INDEPENDENT WEEKLY

PAY PER RESULT SEO

PAY PER RESULT Al SEO

or call (720) 419-1422

GET MORE GALLS
FROM GOOGLE.

WEBSITES THAT CONVERT / TOP THREE ON GOOGLE

No retainer until you rank on page one.

Get named in Al answers, not just search.

FREE LOGAL VISIBILITY REVIEW
TheGabberMarketing.com

2

r

roof repair near me Q

\

S

YOUR BUSINESS

*kkkk 4.9 (127)

TO BOOK
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CROSSWORD

ACROSS

1 Belgian resort
4 Dupe
8 Senior gala
12 Carrying current
14 Badger
15 Wells-Barnett’s
nom de plume
16 Rickman, of
“Harry Potter”
17 Ornamental art
styles
19 Bought stock, per-
haps
21 Cars
22 Course hazards
23 Fish follower
25 Too sweet
27 Emmy winner
Thompson, of
“Family”
28 Butt end
31 Halfmoon Bay,
formerly
32 “Melencolia I’
engraver
33 17th letter of the
Greek alphabet
34 Whistler was one
38 I've ___it!
39 They're online
40 Low bills

41 Sault ___ Marie

42 Alpha follower

43 Soft felt hat

45 Arab garments

46 Lost in Paris

47 Oregon or Santa Fe

50 Granted a pardon

53 Dali’s painting
style

56 Roman fiddler

57 Soap additive

58 Loren’s spouse

59 Put on weight

60 Tear apart

61 Possesses

62 Armed Forces
social org.

DOWN

1 Serb or Croat, e.g.
2 Bundle, as of
dough
3 Pioneers, espe-
cially in the arts
4 Refreshments
5 Mouthward
6 Globe
7 Leachate
8 Vexation
9 Lopsided win
10 Dairy case item
11 Church service

13 Competitor

14 Nagging woman

18 African expedition

20 Former Arab gp.

23 Bends out of shape

24 You have no ___!

25 Wannabe jrs.

26 WWII menace

27 Discourse of
Buddha

28 19th C. decorative
style

29 See-through

30 Hengist’s brother

32 Regimens

35 Barney, on “The
Flintstones”

36 On the briny

37 Somnolent

43 Nobelist Enrico

44 Work unit

45 Hung out on the line

46 Pillars’ partners

47 Russian despot

48 ___ with aniron
hand

49 Graceland name

50 Huckleberry ____

51 Ares’ sister

52 Taboo

54 Sgt.’s address

55 Optimal stock
price

Solution on page 19

Melange

1 2 3

12

16

19

-22

25 26

31

34

38

a1

a7 48 49

53

57

60

READ THE FULL ISSUE ONLINE AT THEGABBER.COM

The Gabber Newspaper:
Telling Gulfport’s stories...

one Thursday at a ti%

This is really your paper!
Support it - become a member of
our Thursday Morning Society.
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Solution on page 19
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ST. PETE PIER

THINGS TO DO

Cleaning, Running, and Shopping

St. Pete Pier’s fourth annual Oktoberfest celebration, also known as Piertoberfest,

o Free o Vegan Options @ Dog-Friendly O Paid Listing

R S R

o

o AN

takes place Saturday, Oct. 3.

Through Sunday, Oct. 11

A Night With Janis Joplin Rock out
with American Stage’s A Night With
Janis Joplin, a musical celebration
of the legendary Queen of Rock ‘n’
Roll. The show features Joplin’sicon-
ic songs alongside the music of the
women who inspired her. American
Stage, 163 Third St. N., St. Peters-
burg. Through Oct. 11. Weds.-Thurs.,
7 p.m.; Fri.-Sat., 8 p.m.; Sat.-Sun., 2
p.m. $20-100. americanstage.org,
727-823-7529.

Thursday, Oct. 1

DanceHall Fit Want to dance? Turn
up the energy with a dance-fitness
workout designed to burn calories,
tone your body, and leave you feel-
ing energized. Gulfport Senior Cen-
ter, 5501 27th Ave. S., Gulfport. 3:30
p.m. mygulfport.us, 727-893-1231. @)

Chickee Hut Grand Opening Town
Shores residents can celebrate the
opening of the new palm-thatched
chickee hut at Manatee Park with
live music from Gulfport’'s Greg

16

Woodruff Duo, featuring folk, clas-
sic rock, blues, and original songs.
Bring a chair! Limited seating and
tables will be available. Resident ID
tags are required. No dogs. Town
Shores, 3210 59th St. S., Gulfport.
4-7 p.m. townshorescommunity.
com.

Wellness Center Ribbon Cutting
You have a new wellness spot on
the beach. Celebrate Flow State
Medical & Wellness with the Pinel-
las Beaches Chamber at an evening
ribbon-cutting and open house,
featuring cocktails, mocktails, light
bites, and raffles. Flow State Medical
& Wellness, 16701 Gulf Blvd., Unit D,
North Redington Beach. 5 p.m. flow-
statemedical.com, 727-238-9567. )

Friday, Oct. 2

DRV Gallery 5-Year Anniversary &
Season Reopening Celebrate five
years of DRV Gallery with the open-
ing of the FIVE exhibition, featuring
Tampa Bay artists interpreting the
theme in their own way. The evening
features live music, complimentary

refreshments, raffles, a People’s
Choice Award, and previews of up-
coming workshops, concerts, and
special events. DRV Gallery, 5401
Gulfport Bivd. S., Gulfport. 5:30-8:30
p.m. drvgallery.com, 727-382-7004.

(F )

Saturday, Oct. 3-Sunday, Oct. 4

Corey Avenue Art & Craft Festival
Stroll Corey Avenue for a weekend
of handmade art, crafts, jewelry,
décor, and more from local and vis-
iting makers. The outdoor festival is
family- and pet-friendly, with plen-
ty of shops and restaurants along
Corey Avenue to explore along the
way. Corey Avenue, 363 Corey Ave.,
St. Pete Beach. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. sik-

promotions.com. @ &

Saturday, Oct. 3

Gulfport Community 5K Run/Walk
Lace up for a scenic 3.1-mile run or
walk through Gulfport’s waterfront
neighborhoods. Proceeds benefit
the Gulfport Police Department’s
Operation Santa, which provides
holiday gifts to local children. Gulf-
port Casino Ballroom, 5500 Shore
Bivd. S., Gulfport. 8-10 a.m. 5K reg-
istration, $17; 1-mile event is free.
runsignup.com. @

Trash Pirates Monthly Clean-Up
Help keep Madeira Beach beauti-
ful with the Trash Pirates’ monthly
community cleanup. Cleanup sup-
plies are provided, but feel free to
bring reusable gloves, grabbers,
buckets, and a water bottle if you
have them. Archibald Memorial
Beach Park, 15100 Gulf Blvd., Ma-
deira Beach. 8-10 a.m. madeira-
beachfl.gov, 727-392-0665. )

St. Pete on Foot Take a walk
through St. Petersburg’s past with
the St. Petersburg Museum of His-
tory. This guided downtown tour ex-
plores local landmarks and stories,
from Central Avenue and City Hall
to Straub Park and Maas Brothers’
Sunshine Corner. Wear comfort-
able shoes! St. Petersburg Museum
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of History, 355 Second Ave. NE, St.
Petersburg. 9-11 a.m. historystpete.
org, 727-894-1052.

Blessing of the Animals Cel-
ebrate St. Francis Day with an
outdoor pet blessing at St. Bar-
tholomew’s Episcopal Church.
Meet adoptable dogs from
Compassion Kind Foundation,
rescued birds from George C.
McGough Nature Park, and the
Waggin’ for Wellness Holistic
Dog Food Truck. Enjoy coffee,
donuts, pet treats, and a 50/50
raffle, too. St. Bartholomew’s
Episcopal Church, 3747 34th St.
S., St. Petersburg. 10-11:30 a.m.
stbartsinstpete.org, 727-867-

7015.Q O

FloridaRAMA Gets Paranormal
Step into a spooky new immersive
experience at FloridaRAMA, blend-
ing local art, Victorian Gothic style,
theatrical effects, and paranormal
chills. Created with Florida artist
Cody Meacham, this PG-13 experi-
ence explores a mysterious world
of relics, lore, and the supernatural.
Included with general admission.
FloridaRAMA, 2606 Fairfield Ave.
S., St. Petersburg. Opens Oct. 3, 10
a.m.-8 p.m. floridarama.art, 850-
896-16309.

Florida Native Plant Walk Walk
through Sunken Gardens’ Pollina-
tor Garden with Education Director
Jennifer Tyson as she highlights na-
tive plants and explains how they
support bees, butterflies, birds, and
other wildlife. Free with garden ad-
mission or membership; no registra-
tion is required, though space is lim-
ited. Sunken Gardens, 1825 4th St.
N., St. Petersburg. 10:30 a.m.-12 p.m.
sunkengardens.org, 727-551-3102.

Piertoberfest Raise a stein! It's the
St. Pete Pier’'s fourth annual Ok-
toberfest celebration. The all-day
event features live music from The
Apple Strudel Oktoberfest Band,
German beer and food, traditional
dancers, a DJ, stein-hoisting con-
tests, and Bavarian games. Family
Park at the St. Pete Pier, 600 2nd
Ave. NE, St. Petersburg. 11 a.m.-10

p.m. stpetepier.org. @

Resource Fair Mark Domestic Vio-
lence Awareness Month with a free
health and resource fair hosted by
the Pinellas Coalition to End Do-
mestic Violence. Connect with local
organizations, learn about avail-
able resources, and find support in
a welcoming setting. Fifth Avenue
Church of Christ, 4200 5th Ave. S.,
St. Petersburg. 12-4 p.m. pinellasco-
alitiontoenddv.com, 727-403-0708.

LFJ

Sunday, Oct. 4

Pints & Pilates Start your Sunday
with a mat Pilates class led by Lexi
Wolf, then stick around for a pint of
“Purple Rain,” Grand Central Brew-
house’s ube-mango sour created
to support CASA Pinellas. A $15 do-
nation to CASA is appreciated, and
raffle baskets and prizes from local
businesses will follow the class. Bring
your own yoga mat and wear pur-
ple! Grand Central Brewhouse, 2340
Central Ave., St. Petersburg. 10 a.m.
$715 donation suggested. casapinel-
las.org, 727-202-6071.

Gulfport Vintage Flea Vintage lov-
ers, get ready! Hunt for vintage finds
and one-of-a-kind treasures at Won-
derWorks Gulfport’s Vintage Flea.
WonderWorks, 5314 Gulfport Blvd. S.,
Gulfport. 11 a.m.-3 p.m. wonderworks-
gulfport.com, 727-266-5858. @

Tuesday, Oct. 6

National Night Out Meet local
law enforcement and neighbors
at Madeira Beach’s National
Night Out. The evening features
Touch-A-Truck  vehicles, K-9
demonstrations, forensic science
activities, local vendors, commu-
nity booths, and Pinellas County
Sheriff's Office deputies on hand
to answer questions. Merch will
be available while supplies last.
R.O.C. Park, 200 Rex Place, Ma-
deira Beach. 5-7 p.m. madeira-
beachfl.gov, 727-392-0665. )

Wednesday, Oct. 7

What’s on Your Mind? Stop by for a
casual conversation with Gulfport Vice
Mayor Marlene Shaw and share ques-
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tions, concerns, or ideas about the
community. Talks take place at Wonder-
Works on the first Wednesday of each
month. WonderWorks, 5314 Gulfport
Bivd. S., Gulfport. 2-3 p.m. mshaw@
mygulfport.us, 727-826-7311.

Oktoberfest at The Ale and the
Witch Raise a stein for Oktober-
fest at The Ale and the Witch. Enjoy
Warsteiner beer, German food from
Southern Coastal Table, and the
bar's weekly Witchgrass jam, which
is open to bluegrass musicians and
listeners. The Ale and the Witch, 111
Second Ave. NE, St. Petersburg. 5:30-
10 p.m. thealeandthewitch.com. @

Thursday, Oct. 8

Orchid Meeting Learn a new way
to care for orchids as Mark Margolis
presents “The PET Method of Grow-
ing Your Orchids,” with plants avail-
able for purchase. Lutheran Church
of the Good Shepherd, 10891 102nd
Ave. N., Seminole. A beginner class
on FWCOS membership. 6 p.m.,
Main meeting, 6:45 p.m. fwcos.org,
727-475-0750. @

ST PETE BEACH
— VETERINARY CLINIC —

SPECIALIZING in
Wellness, Lab Testing,
XRays, Surgery,
Dentistry, Microchipping,
Vaccines

until 10/30. Physical Exam only -
Excludes Labs, Vaccines, XRays

508 PASADENA AVE. S.

727-367-0096

TEAM@STPETEBEACHVET.COM

1
1
1
1
i
for newly adopted pets valid !
‘
1
1
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OBITUARIES

Agnes Yvonne Johnson

Agnes Yvonne Johnson (Brydon],
born on May 31, 1928, at Alachua
County Hospital in Gainesville,
Florida, passed away peaceful-
ly surrounded by the love of her
family.

Agnes was the daughter of Ag-
nes Irene Buell Brydon and Edward
Richard Brydon. She was raised in
the small community of Melrose,
Florida, located east of Gaines-
ville. She graduated from Melrose
High School in 1946, where she
developed a lifelong love of sports
and singing.

After high school, Agnes worked
as a telephone operator, affec-
tionately known as a “Hello Girl,”
in Gainesville. It was there that
she met the love of her life, James
Frederick “Johnny” Johnson. The
couple married on July 28, 1947,
in Gainesville, Florida, and shared
52 wonderful years of marriage
together. They lived in St. Peters-
burg before moving to Gulfport,
Florida, in 1951. Johnny preceded
her in death on July 4, 1999.

Agnes devoted much of her life

18

to serving her community and ad-
vocating for education.

Through the Parent Teacher As-
sociation, she served as: President
of an Elementary PTA, President of
a Junior High PTA, President of the
Pinellas County PTA, and District
PTA President, representing seven
counties and helping organize Boca
Ciega.

Her dedication to public service
extended into local government.
Agnes proudly served on the Gulf-
port City Council for 15 years, from
1972 to 1987, and served as May-
or of Gulfport from 1985 to 1987.
Her leadership, commitment, and
love for her community left a last-
ing impact on the city she called
home. Agnes was a devoted moth-
er, grandmother, and great-grand-
mother. She is survived by her three
children: William Richard Johnson,
Theresa Lynn Johnson, and James
Lane Johnson. She also leaves be-
hind two grandsons: Jeffery Alex
Johnson and Frederick Lee Johnson.
And four cherished great-grand-
children: Sarah Mae Johnson, Wil-
liam Frederick Johnson, Delaney

THE JOHNSON FAMILY

Noel Johnson, and Noah Alexander
Johnson.

Agnes will be remembered for
her unwavering dedication to fam-
ily, her service to her community,
her beautiful singing voice, and the
kindness and grace she shared with
everyone who knew her.

Favorite Hymns: Amazing Grace,
In the Garden, and How Great Thou
Art.

“Well done, good and faithful ser-
vant.”

WORSHIP

BIBLE
STUDY

at Neptune Grill
Mondays at 6pm

=~ ALL ARE
“ WELCOME!

- ——

5501 Shore Blvd S * Gulfport
Call John at 702-589-1981

Special worship
rates starting as
low as $30/week.

Send an email to:
advertising@thegabber.com

Remember your
loved ones forever
with us.

« Free obituaries available;
prices range from $75-$600
« Obituary on Legacy included

In partnership with

ER Legacy.com
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Cindy and Per Lee took The Gabber Newspaper to Stephen King’s
house in Bangor, Maine.

Have you taken The Gabber Newspaper somewhere? We want to see your
pictures! Please send a high-resolution photo and a brief description to
editor@thegabber.com. Waiting to see your picture in Take The Gabber?
Want to get in sooner? You can, for $25! Contact us at 727-321-6965.
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p & “[) ADVERTISING DEADLINE FOR NEXT THURSDAY'S
1 ISSUE IS FRIDAY BY 3 p.m.
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Visit us at HCA Pasadena
Hospital campus for:

e Comprehensive primary
eyecare

¢ Advanced diagnostics

e Vision rehabilitation

¢ Low Vision

¢ Complex contact lens designs
¢ Eyewear to enhance your style

O fmd 0
=15

=
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CLASSIFIEDS

CLEAR NUMBERS
BOOKKEEPING

Virtual bookkeeping for
small businesses and non-
profits. Monthly packages

customized to your needs or

one time cleanups. Payroll
available. QuickBooks Online
Certified ProAdyvisor.
10+ years experience.

Call/text to 727-248-0714
or email to
nspence@clearnumbers.biz

Caregivers

HOMEWATCH
CAREGIVERS OF
ST. PETE BEACH

Providing in-home health care services to
the greater St. Petersburg Area. Person-
al, companion, complex care, post-sur-
gery, respite care, and more. Family and
veteran-owned local business. Accepting
private pay, VA, and Long-term health in-
surance. Licensed, insured, and bonded;
all employees are W2. Free consultation:
727-914-7472. Hwcg.com/St-Pete-Beach.
com. AHCA #2999995153.

THE CLEANING LADY

Reliable and dependable. Residential only.
Weekly, bi-weekly, and monthly. Deep
cleans. Moving in/out cleanouts. Permanent
and seasonal residents. Over 30 yrs expe-
rience. Feel free to call Angelique: 727-686-
7277. References available upon request.

NATURALLY HOUSEPROUD INC RESI-
DENT CLEANING We are a family owned
and operated cleaning business since
2011. Currently we have cleaning times
open Tuesday through Friday with one
time, biweekly, monthly, move in move
out specials. 727-557-4699.

Computer Service

JS COMPUTER REPAIR Mobile Computer
Repair - $50 per visit/hr - 727-643-0697.
https://jscomputerrepair.com/

AC ELECTRIC
727-345-3108

Over 30 years experience. Residential &
commercial, new or remodel work, service
upgrades, lightning arrestors, fans and
lighting installed. State license #ER0007653

If you have questions about advertising, please email us at advertising@thegabber.com

or call 727-321-6965! Deadline: Friday 3 p.m.

Handy Person

LOVE
YOUR _
HQUSE mal :

P .
Alaan. ;%
¥ —r

KITCHENS
BATHROOMS
ADDHTIONS
NEW BINLDS

9 727-743-1058

@ sunbizconsiruction com

CRC1335822

FOR HIRE:
LOCAL HANDYMAN

Contracting business expanding to handy-
man work. 40 years experience with excel-
lent service from Gulfport resident & USMC
veteran. Let me help fix your stuff. Text or
call 727-400-1279 for more information.

NEED A MAN?
I FIX THINGS!

Experienced in all types of home repair
including toilet repair & replacement,
kitchen faucet and shower fixtures, gut-
ter cleaning, power washing, painting,
drywall repair, and general fixes. Reli-
able upkeep for residential or commercial
properties. Friendly, prompt & affordable
service. Call or text Joe: 727-385-8855.

CARPENTER/
HANDYMAN

With 40 years experience as tradesman
and business owner, | offer a wide range
of home improvement services. As a res-
ident, | take pride in serving our commu-
nity with insured and trustworthy work.
Call/Text 727-242-0892 or email Titan-
tech68@gmail.com.

HANDYMAN, SEMI-RETIRED Ceiling fans,
grab bars, lights, blinds, and all types of
small interior repairs. Honest & reliable.
Call Giovanni [John] at 727-410-2201.

LOCAL HANDYMAN
FOR HIRE

Specializing in changing doors, tile re-
pair, pressure washing, painting, hanging
curtains, chimney & fireplace cleaning &
maintenance, you name it. License and
insured. islandwidemaintenance.com. Call
727-607-7342 or text 631-445-2073.

RYE’S MAINTENANCE

Locally owned and operated. Property main-
tenance & repair for your home and busi-
ness. Licensed and insured. If you break it,
| can fix it or replace it. Call 727-408-4220.

n @gabbernews

A-PLUS PLASTERING

Plaster, stucco, banding, texture match-
ing, new or repairs. 10% off for seniors
and veterans. We are A rated on Angi with
91reviews, open since 1991. All work done
by the owner John. Call 727-656-8638 for
an estimate!

AMERICAN BUILDERS
GROUPLLC

Residential/Commercial. All phases of remod-
eling or renovations. Roofs, kitchens, baths,
room additions, new construction, doors,
windows, stone or concrete work, flooring,
and much, much more. Free estimates. CCC
1333727 CGC 059964. 727-410-7323.

DARCY ROOFING LLC

Residential/Commercial. All roofing types -
T.P.O., tapered systems, shingle, metal, tile,
& flat roofs. Great prices, best warranties.
Our general contracting division also does
kitchens, baths, additions, new construc-
tion, and much, much more. Free estimates.
CCC 1333727 CGC 059964. 727-410-7323.

JEFF’S FENCE & REPAIR

We install and repair any type of fence or
gate. Call or text us at 727-831-7143 for a
free estimate. Securing Tampa Bay since
2001 www.pinellasfencing.com

THE TRASH QUEEN

Tired of looking at the same old mess?
We do yard work, clean-ups inside and
out, organizing, recycling, dumping, odd
jobs, and seasonal property watching and
maintenance. Free estimates. Licensed
and insured. Truck and trailer. Call/text
Kathy, 845 866-3867.

KEITH THE ROOFER

“Quality Through The Roof.” Free estimates,
24-hour emergency service available. Res-
idential & Commercial. 20+ years experi-
ence. All types of roofs. Lic. # CCC 1334641.
Call 727-768-5140. | have a dump-trailer and
do clean outs too! Give me a call!

GROUT AND TILE REPAIR,
CLEANING & SEALING

Locally owned Sunshine Grout and Tile
that specializes in grout repair, grout
cleaning/coloring/sealing, re-caulking,
tile replacement, Shower/floor/counter-
top rejuvenation. Anything tile related we
can fix. Make your floors, bathrooms, and
kitchens look new again. Free estimates.
sunshinegroutandtile.com 727-900-9955

OVERPAYING FOR
INSURANCE?
STOP NOW

Local, independent insurance broker help-
ing families and businesses save time and
money. | shop over 70 top-rated carriers
for home, auto, flood, and business insur-
ance. Free quotes, honest advice, and per-
sonal service. Call 727-275-7624 or email
Carson.nicodemo@goosehead.com.
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Lawn / Landscape

GOOD RIDDANCE
LANDSCAPING:
727-265-6454

Great work with great prices. We do it all.
Check us out on Google at Good Riddance
Landscaping. 727-265-6454.

MAKE IT BEAUTIFUL
AGAIN -
407-244-6045

Flower beds made new again. We install
mulch, shells, rocks, sod, plants, and rock
gardens. Small tree removed/installed,
weeding done. 30 years experience. Free
estimates. St. Pete/Gulfport. 407-244-
6045. CLEAN UP CLEAN UP CLEAN UP.

FRESHLY CUT LAWN
MAINTENANCE &
TREE SERVICE

Veteran owned and operated. Reliable,
great rates, clean-outs, year-round ser-
vice, tree trimming & removal. Free esti-
mates. 30+ years experience. Serving S.
Pinellas Call 727-343-6759.

Moving / Hauling

HB HAULING &
HANDYMAN SERVICES

House/garage clean outs. Demolition.
Shed removal, fence removal, yard clear
out, etc. Dump trailer rental. Lowest price
guaranteed. Local family owned business.
Call Kenny at 727-793-5816.

JUNK REMOVAL -
FULL SERVICE

Big or Small, We Haul it All. Eviction/
hoarder/property cleanouts. Shed/fence
removal, carpet removal, garage/storage
clean outs. Too much stuff, let us help!
Fully Licensed and Insured. Free esti-
mates. Lamys Hauling and Removal Ser-
vice. 727-501-6464. Lamyshaulingandre-
moval.com.

CUSTOM PAINTED
KITCHENS, FURNITURE
& MORE!

Refresh your Kitchen & Bath Cabinets,
Counter Tops, Outdated Furniture, Faux
Painting and More. Call Jeff @ 727-421-
6776 or visit jeffzeppart.com

ARNEY’S PAINTING INC.

Expert prep & painting. Interior and ex-
terior work, residential and commercial,
plus wallpaper removal. 30 years expe-
rience. Lic. #C-9579. Will also work out a
trade for a decent used car. Call Arney:
727-900-34509.

PROFLO PLUMBING
727-902-7077

#CFC1430429 State-certified, residential/
commercial service. Senior and military
discount. $25 off service with ad. Locally
owned and operated.

Professional Services

Trauma. Anxiety.
Depression.
Self-Esteem.
There is hope
for a better tomorrow.

Gulfport Counseling Center
Mark Sieg, LCSW, CAP
727- 251- 2319
marksieg@gulfportcounselingcenter.com
gulfportcounselingcenter.com

YOUR SHOULDERS
CALLED. THEY’RE TIRED.

If stress, tension, and tight muscles are
catching up with you, INFINITY MASSAGE
THERAPY is here to help! Customized
therapeutic massage sessions tailored to
your body’s needs. 5702 Gulfport Blvd S,
Suite 6, Gulfport. Call/Text:727-560-3485
or 727-667-6280.

DEB WOLFE’S PETSITTING | love all dogs
and cats and I'll come to your home and
treat them like my own. Enjoy your va-
cation knowing I'm looking after your fur
babies. Photo reports with each visit.
Reasonable rates from a local who is also
an area homeowner; resident since 1985.
Voicemail or text: 727-871-6658.

PROPERTY INSPECTIONS

Home sales or insurance. Four Point In-
spections. Wind Mitigation. Residential or
Commercial. For all your home inspection
needs. 727-458-6862. AllFloridaProper-
tylnspections@gmail.com. Contact us for
an appointment and great pricing.

Help Wanted

™y Seniors
Helping
Seniors

...A WAY TO GIVE AND TO RECEIVE

The Perfect Part-Time Job!

Flexible Hours...Tell Us When You Want To Work...
Supplement Your Income By Helping A Senior!

Call Us Today At
(727) 401-4700}

License #: 234757, 299994709

HELP WANTED

Now hiring: Part-time salesperson. Out-
bound calls from our office. $15/hr to start
plus bonuses; pay weekly. Leads provid-
ed. Will train, but outbound sales experi-
ence a huge plus. dog-friendly workplace.
Contact advertising@thegabber.com.
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NEW FASHIONS &
VINTAGE SALES
BOUTIQUE

Half off all clothing for everyone on
Wednesday’s! Seniors and veterans save
50% on Mondays. 6105 Park Blvd, Pinel-
las Park, FL 33781. Mention you saw this in
The Gabber Newspaper!

ITEMS FOR SALE

Kayaks - separately $450 each, $800 for
pair. Pongo 120 - new seat - equipped for
fishing - orange. Pongo 100 - new straps -
green. Consoles for each included. Kayaks
have been well-used and have some mi-
nor signs of love but float and track well.
Call or text 727-656-5420.

PASS-A-GRILLE
COMMUNITY CHURCH
THRIFT BOUTIQUE

Now open at 1606 Pass-A-Grille Way, St.
Pete Beach (corner of 17th Ave. & Pass-A-
Grille Way). Open Tuesdays, Thursdays, &
Saturdays from 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.

CJPAWS

Black cats deserve loving homes too. Oc-
tober is Black Cat Awareness Month. CJ-
Paws has beautiful black cats ready for
adoption. Break the myth and save a life
today. View adoptable cats and apply on-
line at CJPAWS.ORG

Real Estate For Rent

CONDO FOR RENT OR FSBO 2/2 $1600
per month. 1120 Rue des Chateaux 2B,
South Pasadena, 727-539-9799 includes:
water, sewer, trash, basic cable, internet,
pool, clubhouse, laundry. Call (727) 539-
9799.

TOWNSHORES CONDO
FOR RENT

2BR, 2Bth, 1st floor, end unit, Avalon
Building. $1950 monthly. Completely re-
furbished, all new. Lots of windows, very
bright open concept. 3 swimming pools.
Bus service at complex. Call Ed 678-488-
7152 or Dina 727-800-5906 or 727-410-
5035.

3BD/2BA NEAR
ST. PETE COLLEGE

Completely renovated 3BD/2BA house
with nice yard, washer/dryer and parking
for 2 cars. No utilities included. $2200/
monthly plus security deposit. No pets.
No smoking. Call 727-686-9942 or 727-
776-1794.
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Real Estate For Sale

Condo:2 bdrm-1.5 bath-1,005 sf

Located in the center of downtown Gulfport

REQUEST A TOUR BY CALLING

Amy Seeks 727-692-6122
IS | coMPAss

FOR SALE IN GULFPORT 2bd/1ba, single
story house, 13th Ave S, Gulfport. Fenced
yard, garage in yard, driveway. New roof
in 2023. $135,000. Call or text 905-541-
5876 Financing can be available.

Vacation Rentals

COUNTRY WOODS RV
RESORT FRANKLIN, NC

Nestled into the mountains off the beat-
en path, pet friendly, open from April
15-October 31, a hub for Ashville, Dolly-
wood, Cherokee, Gem capital of the world,
Franklin NC! A little slice of paradise.
Weekly $450, Monthly $1200 (all-inclu-
sive]. Contact Kaye 828-524-4339

RESTAURANT

SPECIALS

GULFPORT BREWERY
& EATERY

Oktoberfest is coming to Gulfport!
Join us October 10 for a festive day
of German-inspired food, cold beer,
music, and plenty of Oktoberfest
fun. Grab your friends, raise a stein,
and celebrate with us right here
in Gulfport. Come hungry, come
thirsty, and don’t forget your leder-
hosen! Prost!

Scan the QR code to see
Gulfport restaurant specials
on your phone.

L=

2

Place your
classified line ads
online!

Deadline for classified ads
is 3 p.m. Friday for the
following week’s issue.
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City OF GULFPORT MEETINGS
City Clerk’s Office ® October 2026

October 6, 2026 City Council Meeting — 6:00pm

October 7, 2026 Planning & Zoning Meeting - CANCELLED

October 8, 2026 Special Magistrate - 9:30 am

October 14, 2026 Board of Adjustment - 6:00 pm

October 20, 2026 City Council Meeting - 6:00 pm

October 21, 2026 Neighborhood Watch - 6:00pm

All meetings are open to the public and are held in the City Hall, City Council Cham-

bers, 2401 53rd Street South, In Person, unless otherwise noted. Meetings may oc-

casionally be added, cancelled or rescheduled after this list is published. Please check
the city’s website mygulfport.us for updated information.

Advertise in
The Gabber Newspaper
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Gulfport Real Estate Sales
Find More Home Sales at thegabber.com

Here are some Gulfport homes sold from Sept. 18-25.

CAMERON HEALY

5800 21st Ave. S. (Stetson)
This two-bed, one-and-a-half-bath home, built in 1957, has 1,420 square
feet. It listed for $349,900 and sold for $345,000.

5932 19th Ave. S. (Stetson)

This two-bed, one-and-a-half-bath
home, built in 1959, has 1,166 square
feet. It listed for $365,000 and sold for
$355,000.

2814 Tifton St. S. (Marina)

This two-bed, one-bath home, built in
1954, has 1,010 square feet. It listed for
$349,900 and sold for $330,000.

6020 Shore Blvd. S., #103 (Town
Shores)

This two-bed, two-bath condo, built in
1974, has 1,450 square feet. It listed for
$225,000 and sold for $230,000.

The Gabber lists real estate sales
every week, as space allows. This
may not a a comprehensive list
of all homes and condos sold in
Gulfport, and often does not in-
clude commercial properties or

business sales.

Gulfport Rising:
A Florida Beach
Community Reflects

on Hurricanes Helene
and Milton

Created by Gulfportians and curated by
Lynn Taylor, with essays and art from
Gulfport creatives.

AVAILABLE NOW

AT THE GABBER NEWSPAPER
OFFICE!

A Florida Beach Community R;aﬂects on
Hurricanes Helene & Milto

w
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Curated by Lynn Taylor o
oo ‘ 2908-B Beach Blvd. S. « Gulfport
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THE GnBBEn AN AGENCY ARM OF FLORIDA'S

OLDEST INDEPENDENT WEEKLY

GET MORE CALLS
FROM GOOGLE

WHEN SOMEONE NEARBY SEARGHES FOR WHAT YOU SELL,
YOUR NAME SHOULD BE THE FIRST ONE THEY FIND.

THE ONLY RESULT THAT MATTERS
WHAT YOU GET

[ roof repair near me Q ]

PAY PER RESULT SEO

‘ vnun B“SI“ESS ‘ No retainer until you rank on page one.
1)

* ok Kk k4.9 (127)
PAY PER RESULT Al SEO

Get named in Al answers, not just search.

WEBSITES THAT CONVERT

Built to turn visitors into phone calls and
booked jobs.

WHERE CUSTOMERS STOP LOOKING TOP THREE ON GOOGLE

The top three take the calls. We get you there and Your prpfile claimed, optimized and worked
we keep you there. every single month.

FREE LOGAL VISIBILITY REVIEW

Fifteen minutes. See exactly where you rank and what it costs you.

TheGabherMarketing.com

or call (720) 419-1422

SCAN TO BOOK YOURS




