
A few important closures: GSDSW offices
and shops will be closed for Labor Day on
Monday, Sept. 7. Shops will also close for
annual inventory beginning Thursday,
Sept. 17, and will reopen with regular
hours on Thursday, Oct. 1.

Adult Award Nominations are now open.
Nominate a volunteer who has gone
above and beyond for Girl Scouts before
Friday, Oct. 2 at 11:45 PM MDT.

Driving Change Topgolf Classic takes
place in El Paso, TX, on Saturday, Sept.
26. Get ready for a day of friendly
competition and support for Girl Scouts.

The membership year is coming to a
close. Wednesday, Sept. 30 marks the end
of the 2025–2026 membership year. Let’s
welcome a great Girl Scout year!

September
2026 Newsletter

Your September GSDSW Updates

Key Dates 2026 - 2027
is now avaliable!

https://www.gsdsw.org/en/support-us/fundraising-events/topgolfclassic.html
https://www.gsdsw.org/content/dam/gsdsw-redesign/documents/key%20dates%202025-2026%20(1).pdf


September

Monday, September 14, 2026 - Troop Coordinators can enter nut car orders into M2
Thursday, September 17, 2026 - SUFPC* can enter nut order cards into M2
Monday, September 28, 2026 - Last day for in-person and online girl-delivered ordering
Monday, September 28, 2026 - Family deadline for entering in-person orders into M2OS
Tuesday, September 29, 2026 - Deadline for troops to enter or edit order card items
Wednesday, September 30, 2026 - Deadline for SUFPC* edits to order card items

*SUFPC: Service Unit Fall Product Coordinator

Support Girl Scouts for Less!

 We know every dollar matters. That's why we've
lowered the retail prices on our Fall Product nuts
and chocolate lineup, making it easier than ever

to support local Girl Scouts. 

Stock up on your favorite snacks and treats while
helping girls develop leadership, business, and life

skills. Great products, lower prices, and a great
cause - it doesn't get much sweeter than that!

SWEETER DEALS, 
SAME IMPACT

FALL

PRODUCT

I S  N O W

LIVE!



Product Program

September Fall Product Calendar

Monday, September 14, 2026 - Troop coordinators can start to enter nut order cards into M2
Thursday, September 17, 2026 - SUFPC* can begin to enter nut order cards into M2
Monday, September 28, 2026 - Deadline for in-person and online girl-delivered ordering
Monday, September 28, 2026 - Family deadline for entering in-person orders into M2OS
Tuesday, September 29, 2026 - Deadline for troops to enter or edit order card items
Wednesday, September 30, 2026 - Deadline for SUFPC* edits to order card items

*SUFPC: Service Unit Fall Product Coordinator

 Cookie Training is Going In-Person!

This year, Cookie Training is happening IN PERSON - and everyone is invited! 

Whether you’re a parent, troop leader, Troop Cookie Coordinator, Service Unit Cookie Chair, or
Service Unit Manager, we want you there!

We’ll kick things off with everyone together for the first 30 minutes, covering the Cookie Program
basics, important updates, and some exciting news we can’t wait to unveil! We’ll also be sharing
our new social media guidelines to help everyone feel confident and prepared for cookie season.

After the first 30 minutes, parents will be dismissed, and training will continue for Troop Cookie
Coordinators and Service Unit Cookie Chairs with additional information and training specific to
their roles.

Sign up for your regional meeting - https://bit.ly/CookieTraining2026 or scan the QR code below.
There is no cost to attend - we simply ask that you register so we can be prepared for how many
people will be joining us.

Mark your calendar and join us! You won’t want to miss the news, updates, 
and everything you need to get ready for a successful cookie season! 

https://bit.ly/CookieTraining2026


Product Program

Permian Basin

Odessa Girl Scout Program Center - 5217 N Dixie Blvd., Odessa, TX 79762
Wednesday, September 30, 2026, at 6:00 PM CDT

Midland Girl Scout Program Center - 901 W Dengar Ave., Midland, TX 79705
Thursday, October 1, 2026, at 6:00 PM CDT

Fort Stockton Girl Scout Program Center - 407 W Railroad Ave., Fort Stockton, TX 79735
Friday, October 2, 2026, at 6:00 CDT

Andrews - First Baptist Church, Bridge Building - 201 NE 2nd St., Andrews, TX 79714
Monday, October 5, 2026, at 6:00 PM CDT

Pecos - Reeves County Library, Conference Room - 315 S Oak St., Pecos, TX 79772
Friday, October 9, 2026, at 4:00 PM CDT

In-Person Cookie Training Schedule

El Paso & Southern New Mexico

Carlsbad - Virtual on Zoom
Tuesday, October 6, 2026, at 6:00 PM MDT

Las Cruces Girl Scout Program Center - 225 E Idaho Ave., Las Cruces, NM 88005
Tuesday, October 6, 2026, at 6:00 PM MDT

Hobbs Girl Scout Program Center - 522 E Broadway St., Hobbs, NM 88240
Wednesday, October 7, 2026, at 6:00 PM MDT

El Paso - El Paso Girl Scout Program Center - 9700 Girl Scout Way, El Paso, TX 79924
Wednesday, October 7, 2026, at 6:00 PM MDT
Cotton Valley, Desert Flower, Indian Summer, & Fort Bliss

El Paso - El Paso Girl Scout Program Center - 9700 Girl Scout Way, El Paso, TX 79924
Thursday, October 8, 2026, at 6:00 PM MDT
Mountain Poppy, Painted Desert, Stateline, & West Sunset

Artesia - Our Lady of Grace Catholic Church - 1111 N Roselawn Ave., Artesia, NM 88210  
Saturday, October 10, 2026, at 10:00 AM MDT

Roswell Girl Scout Program Center - 1307 E College Blvd., Roswell, NM 88201
Saturday, October 10, 2026 at 2:00 PM MDT

Ruidoso - First Presbyterian Church - 101 Sutton Dr., Ruidoso, NM 88345
Saturday, October 10, 2026, at 6:00 PM MDT

Silver City Girl Scout Little House - 302 W. 11th St., Silver City, NM 88061
Monday, October 12, 2026, at 6:00 PM MDT

Alamogordo Recreation Center - 1100 Oregon Ave., Alamogordo, NM 88310
Tuesday, October 13, 2026, at 6:00 PM MDT



Gold Award Training
Tuesday, October 6, 2026

5:00 PM MDT / 6:00 PM CDT

Click here to register:
https://bit.ly/GoldTrainOct26

Click to view

full flyer

Girl Scout Highest Awards: Start Planning!

With the new membership year just around the corner, now is the perfect time to start thinking about
the Girl Scout Highest Awards—Bronze, Silver, and Gold!

Have your Girl Scouts completed their Highest Award project? The deadline to submit the Final Report
for council approval is Wednesday, September 30, 2026. Don’t wait until the last minute! If updates are
needed for approval, you’ll want time to make corrections and resubmit.

Looking ahead to a Highest Award project? There are prerequisites to complete before getting started.
Each award level has its own required training, which must be completed by the Girl Scout. Leaders and
parents are encouraged to participate, too!

In addition to the required training:
Already earned the Bronze or Silver Award? They count! Each Highest Award now leads to the next.
Complete one Leadership Award to meet the leadership prerequisite.
Complete one Journey to meet the Journey prerequisite - yes, just one for the Gold Award now! Any
completed Journey will count, even after Journeys are retired on Thursday, October 1, 2026.

Start planning now and help your Girl Scouts turn their ideas into impact!
Questions? Contact info@gsdsw.org and put ATTN: Highest Awards in the subject line.

Program

Monthly Challenge

The September Monthly Challenge
turn you into an Energy Detective!

https://bit.ly/Sept26_Energy

https://bit.ly/GoldTrainOct26
https://bit.ly/Sept26_Energy
mailto:info@gsdsw.org
https://bit.ly/Sept26_Energy


Get Ready to Get Outdoors!

Want to take your Girl Scouts camping? Then Outdoor Training is a MUST! This training is required for
volunteers who want to lead their girls on camping adventures and is valid for three years.

Plan now for next summer’s camping trip! Get your training completed early, so when camping season
arrives, you’re ready to go. And yes - troop funds may be used to cover the cost of training!

Don’t miss this opportunity to build your outdoor skills, gain confidence, and get ready for campfires,
s’mores, starry skies, and unforgettable Girl Scout adventures.

Outdoor Training is one you don’t want to miss - sign up and get outdoors!

Program

Outdoor Training in El Paso, TX
Sunday, January 17, 2027

Registration opens October 1, 2026

Sunday, November 15, 2026
10:00 AM - 6:00 PM MST

Registration Deadline: 
Monday, November 2, 2026, 5:00 PM MST

https://bit.ly/OutTrain_HB26

Saturday, October 17, 2026
9:00 AM - 5:00 PM CDT
Registration Deadline: 

Monday, October 5, 2026, 5:00 PM MDT
https://bit.ly/OutTrainMD1026

https://bit.ly/OutTrainMD1026
https://bit.ly/OutTrain_HB26
https://bit.ly/OutTrain_HB26
https://bit.ly/OutTrainMD1026


Thurs.
September

17

Eunice, NM

Sat.
October

10

El Paso, TX

Sat.
October

17

Las Cruces, NM

Fri.
October

9

Virtual

Sat.
October

24

Hobbs, NM

Program

Click for

more info

https://www.gsdsw.org/en/sf-events-repository/2026/spin-a-yarn--sharing-tall-tales---yarn-craft---eunice.html
https://www.gsdsw.org/en/sf-events-repository/2026/girl-scouts-around-the-globe---el-paso.html
https://www.gsdsw.org/en/sf-events-repository/2026/leafy-little-artists---las-cruces.html
https://www.gsdsw.org/en/sf-events-repository/2026/girl-scouts-around-the-world---virtual.html
https://www.gsdsw.org/en/sf-events-repository/2026/exploring-shapes-in-nature---hobbs.html


Looking for a new way to make an impact? 

From helping at recruitment events and
community outreach activities to

supporting special events, there are many
ways to lend your time and talents to

support Girl Scouts in your area.
Explore current recruitment volunteer

opportunities and sign up here:

Important Troop Forms
Bank Account Request
Emergency Procedures
Health History
Special Assistance Application
Safety Activity Checkpoints
Trip and High-Risk Activity Form
Troop Disbandment Checklist
Troop Disband Form
Volunteer Essentials

Engagement

Service Unit
Roundtable 

Tuesday, September 8, 2026

Recruitment
Volunteer

Opportunities

Recruitment Volunteer
Opportunities here!

Ceremony of Honors 2026 - Save the Date!
Please join Girl Scouts of the Desert Southwest to celebrate the

hard work and dedication of our girls and volunteers at 
our annual Ceremony of Honors.
Saturday, December 12, 2026

El Paso location
St Mark’s Church

5005 Love Rd.
El Paso, TX 79922

Odessa location
Odessa Girl Scout Program Center

5217 N. Dixie Blvd.
Odessa, TX 79762

Adult Award Nominations Now Open!

These awards are a meaningful way to recognize the incredible dedication and
impact of our volunteers. If you know someone who has gone above and

beyond in service to Girl Scouts, now is the perfect time to nominate them.

Nomination Deadline: Friday, Oct. 2, 2026 at 11:45 PM MDT

Click to view

Award Guide

https://www.gsdsw.org/content/dam/gsdsw-redesign/documents/Bank%20Account%20Request%20Form%2025.pdf
https://www.gsdsw.org/content/dam/gsdsw-redesign/documents/Emergency%20Procedures%2025.pdf
https://www.gsdsw.org/content/dam/gsdsw-redesign/documents/Health%20History%20Record%2025.pdf
https://girlscoutsusa.ca1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_cMeN1LUh4Dw6xOC
https://www.gsdsw.org/content/dam/gsdsw-redesign/2026-forms-and-documents/Safety%20Activity%20Checkpoints%20Council%20GSDSW%202026.pdf
https://fs16.formsite.com/gsdsw/TripHighRiskApp/index
https://www.gsdsw.org/content/dam/gsdsw-redesign/documents/Troop%20Disbandment%20Checklist.pdf
https://girlscoutsusa.ca1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_54PsfWC6oRzRJGJ
https://www.gsdsw.org/content/dam/gsdsw-redesign/2026-forms-and-documents/GSDSW%20Volunteer%20Essentials%202026-2028.pdf
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0544AEAD2FABFEC07-64840254-back#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0544AEAD2FABFEC07-64840254-back#/
https://www.gsdsw.org/content/dam/gsdsw-redesign/2026-forms-and-documents/2026%20Volunteer%20Award%20Guide%20(1).pdf
https://www.gsdsw.org/content/dam/gsdsw-redesign/2026-forms-and-documents/2026%20Volunteer%20Award%20Guide%20(1).pdf
https://www.gsdsw.org/content/dam/gsdsw-redesign/2026-forms-and-documents/2026%20Volunteer%20Award%20Guide%20(1).pdf
https://www.gsdsw.org/content/dam/gsdsw-redesign/2026-forms-and-documents/2026%20Volunteer%20Award%20Guide%20(1).pdf


Resource Development

https://www.gsdsw.org/en/support-us/fundraising-events/topgolfclassic.html


Resource Development

https://bit.ly/2026ChuckWagon


Camp Mitre Peak, Fort Davis, TX
Carlsbad, NM
El Paso, TX**

Fort Stockton, TX
Hobbs, NM

Las Cruces, NM

Midland, TX
Odessa, TX

Roswell, NM
Silver City, NM

White Spur Hut, El Paso, TX

Council Properties
Council Property 

Building Rental / Usage

Reminder: Council Property Use Form Required

Planning to use a council property or building for troop meetings, programs, trainings, service unit
meetings, or other gatherings? You must submit the Troop/SU Meeting Property Rental Application each

program year, even if you submitted one last year.

If your previous form included dates that have already passed, a new request is required for any upcoming
use. This helps us keep accurate, up-to-date scheduling and ensures proper support for all users.

Want to use or rent Camp Mitre Peak or any of our program centers for troop or service unit meetings, or
special events? Submit your request here:

Camp Mitre Peak Rental Application
Troop/SU Meeting Property Rental Application
GSDSW Members and Troop Mitre Council Property Rental Application

**El Paso Program Center is currently unavailable for use due to septic issues. We will keep you
informed with updates as we receive them. Thank you for your understanding.

https://fs16.formsite.com/gsdsw/CMP-Rental-App/index
https://fs16.formsite.com/gsdsw/TroopSUProp/index
https://fs16.formsite.com/gsdsw/PropRentAppGSDSWTrpMitre/index


Around the Council
Retail Shops

Council Shop Hours*

El Paso
Monday – Thursday 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM 

2:00 PM - 6:00 PM MT
(Closed for lunch 1:00 PM - 2:00 PM)

1st Saturday of each month 
9:00 AM - 1:00 PM MT

Las Cruces
At the monthly Service Unit event
Pre-orders will also be delivered.

(Mobile Shop Request Form must be submitted)
 

Midland
Tuesdays 2:00 PM - 7:00 PM CT

Thursdays 9:00 AM - 12:30 PM & 2:00 PM - 7:00 PM CT
1st, 3rd, & 5th Saturday 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM CT

 
Odessa

2nd & 4th Saturday 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM CT

For locations, click here.

Shop orders will be placed on the second Thursday of
each month for special orders and items not in stock.

*Subject to change due to unforeseen circumstances.

Engagement Specialist 
Carlsbad
Odessa
Silver City

Resource Development Specialist
El Paso
Midland

Part-time Program Specialist (Seasonal)
Midland

If your service unit is
organizing an event and

you would like to have the
GSDSW Mobile Store

present, please complete
and submit this request
form at least one month

before the event. 

Interested candidates
should email

careers@gsdsw.org with
resumes  and a cover letter.

Girl Scouts of the Desert Southwest
Career Opportunities

Shop Updates

Midland Retail Shop will be closed on
Saturday, Sept. 5, 2026, as the Mobile
Shop team will be traveling to Hobbs,
NM.

Annual Inventory

All GSDSW Shops will be closed for
inventory from Sept. 17-30, 2026. Shops
will reopen on Thursday, Oct. 1, 2026.
During this time, customers will have
an opportunity to purchase items at the
Volunteer Conference, Sept. 18-20,
2026.
We are looking for volunteers to assist
with inventory. Volunteers do not need
to stay for the entire day. Even one or
two hours of assistance would be
greatly appreciated.
Due to inventory activities during
September, any pre-orders placed
during that month will be submitted on
the second Thursday of October.

https://fs16.formsite.com/gsdsw/StoreRequest/index
https://www.gsdsw.org/en/discover/our-council/visit/Retail_Stores.html
https://www.gsdsw.org/content/dam/gsdsw-redesign/job-positions/Customer%20Engagement%20Specialist.pdf
https://fs16.formsite.com/gsdsw/StoreRequest/index
https://fs16.formsite.com/gsdsw/StoreRequest/index
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