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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:

For more than 100 years, Lutheran Hour Ministries
(LHM) has been sharing the hope of Jesus Christ—
and because of faithful partners like you, millions

of lives around the world are being touched by the
Gospel every day.

Yet the need has never been greater.

Today, more than five billion people have not heard
the saving message of Christ. These are people from
every culture and walk of life, many of whom have
had little or no opportunity to hear that God loves
them through Jesus. For them, hope feels distant.
But together, we can change that.

LHM is uniquely positioned to reach those who have
never been reached before. Through our global
ministry model, we partner with local believers—
staff and volunteers who understand their
communities, speak the language, and share the
Gospel with cultural sensitivity and faithfulness. Our
ministry centers span five global regions, reaching
into more than 60 nations, delivering Christ-
centered messages that are developed locally for
maximum impact and Gospel accuracy.

While the message of salvation never changes, the
world around us does. That's why we continually
invest in new ways to share Christ's love—through
innovative media, digital outreach, and on-the-

ground relationships—so the Gospel can break
through barriers and reach hearts where they are.

None of this happens without you.

Your prayers, generosity, and commitment make it
possible for someone, somewhere in the world, to
hear about Jesus—perhaps for the very first time.
Because of your partnership, individuals are finding
hope, comfort, and new life in Christ even in the
most challenging circumstances.

As you explore this year's ministry impact report,

we pray you will be encouraged and humbled to
see what God is accomplishing through you. New
mission fields opened, new programs equipping
people to share the Gospel right where they are,
and millions of people experiencing Christ's love for
the first time. Together, we are making an eternal
difference—bringing the hope of Jesus to the lost,
the hurting, and the unreached.

Thank you for being part of this mission.

Your Partner in HIS Mission,

e S
Kurt Buchholz,

Global CEO, Lutheran Hour Ministries

by CHAD FIX

2025

A Year in Review
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LHM was abundantly blessed by God
during the last year thanks to your generous
support. Following are some key ministry
metrics and an overview of activities in each
of LHM's three strategic priority areas.

see next page
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BRINGING CHRIST TO THE NATIONS®—
AND THE NATIONS TO THE CHURCH

Every person has the opportunity

Every Christian is equipped to
to hear the Gospel in an share the Gospel in word and deed.

understandable way.
v Engaged Christians advance

this common mission as a global
community.

Those seeking are connected to a
healthy Christian community where
they can grow in their faith.

ministry by
the numbers

REACH

The number of times people around
the world experience the Gospel
through LHM programs, services,

or materials each week.

Nearly 275 million

Numbers as of the end
of Fiscal Year 2025
(May 31, 2025)

RESPONSES

¥ The number of times people intentionally
provided contact information last year
for follow up in response to LHM's
culturally relevant outreach efforts.

1,950,813

REFERRALS

The number of times LHM referred
people to local churches and Christian
communities last year for spiritual
growth and nurturing.

405,814

EQUIPPING

The number of times individuals
completed an LHM ministry activity
last year that equipped them to share
their faith more effectively.

456,254

ENGAGED CONSTITUENTS

The number of individuals who are
actively connected to LHM through its
resources or the sharing of their time,
talent, or treasure in support of the
organizational mission.

389,268
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LHM's establishment

of a multidivisional
global mission rooted

in localized regional
leadership took an initial
step forward with the
hiring of Bryan Tay as the president of
Asia Ministries. Based in Singapore,
Tay is LHM's first regional president
living outside of the United States. By
creating a ministry model that shifts
leadership to regional presidents who
are located closer to where ministry
is happening, we can ensure that our
mission is tailored to the unique needs
of specific areas. :

Global expansion
continues to
develop through
the efforts of
LHM's existing
ministry centers. Working alongside
LHM-Paraguay, a team of three
interns began ministry in Bolivia that is
focused on children and youth, digital
outreach through social media, and
multimedia content creation—areas of
outreach that reflect the core of LHM's
work around the world. In addition,
LHM-Kenya has started airing
evangelistic radio spots in a new area—
in neighboring Tanzania. By working
with local Lutherans from Tanzania, the
inspiring Gospel messages advertise
LHM's popular Bible Correspondence
Courses via radio.

A new multi-
language project
in partnership with
SAT-7 is shining

~ Christ's light across
all of SAT-7's adult
channels to reach
viewers in the
Middle East and North Africa, as well
as several countries in Central Asia.
The programs include Heartbeat on
SAT-7 ARABIC, GPS on SAT-7 PARS,
and Let'’s Talk About This on SAT-7

TURK. The Reconnecting the MENA

to Hope project uses selected topical
content from LHM's Project Connect
booklets to address the challenges
of daily life in the region by offering
hope in Jesus through unique satellite
broadcasts, digital and social media,
and direct follow up. Each channel's
programming is tailored to the unique
language, culture, and felt needs of
its audience, and points viewers to
additional resources to help them
further explore the topics covered.

Bible courses are a cornerstone

of our ministry in Nicaragua.
Participants at various levels of biblical
understanding are strengthening
their faith and discovering their
calling to serve others. Currently,
structured courses are offered across
11 communities in Ledn over a three-
month period. At the end of each
cycle, students who complete the
course receive certificates. Each year,
the team in Nicaragua reaches an
average of 1,500 graduates, helping
them grow in their understanding

of God's Word. Many testimonies
have emerged from these classes,
reflecting renewed commitment,
spiritual growth, and transformation
through the Word of God.

In Ghana and Uganda, our staff have
gained access to public schools.

This allows staff and volunteers to
distribute our Bible Correspondence
Courses to students while also
sharing practical advice on topics like
relationships or the pressures of youth
from a biblical perspective.
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digital engagement

Around 40,000 grade school-

through middle school-aged children
participated in the interactive activities
offered through this year's Gospel
Adventures™ program that connected
them with life
and kids in 3
Kenya. Parents,
teachers, and
youth leaders
led children
and youth through a weeklong
curriculum providing hands-on
activities, exercises, and other exciting
ways to learn how the Gospel reaches
people in this intriguing African
country. Participants immersed
themselves in a new culture through
engaging music and videos, learned
fascinating facts of daily life, and
reflected on the work of the Gospel in
their lives and around the world.

.

Thred is equipping
Christians to share their
~ faith in the digital world.
Two downloadable
. resources were created

to help individuals tell
their story. The Search for Self reminds
users that as Christ-followers we
identify as children of God, which in
this image-oriented world we live in
is not always easy to remember. Not
My Job encourages people to see
their place in the Gospel narrative and
inspires them to talk about what God
has done and is doing in their lives. In
addition, an ongoing email series gives
20,000-plus subscribers tangible tips
and easy-to-use writing prompts for
sharing their faith on social media or
through text message or email.

Vivenciar.net continues to reach
Portuguese- and Spanish-speaking
individuals worldwide. More people
than ever are searching online for
information and guidance on topics
like depression, toxic relationships,
anxiety, and suicide. Vivenciar.net

invites visitors to download topical
e-books, watch videos, and talk to

our team of 50-plus volunteers. The
platform has reached more than 1.8
million visitors, with 80,000 downloads
and 16,000 interactions.

Digital outreach
in Laos continues
to thrive. Using
Facebook and
YouTube, staff
eagerly share a
diverse selection of Gospel-centered
content that includes music, spiritual
encouragement through devotional
clips, and more. Within a single month,
their reach exceeded 200,000 across
all platforms and they measured
significant engagement with their
content through shares, new followers,
and meaningful interactions that
resulted from their posts.

r

Now in its 93 broadcast season, The
Lutheran Hour® continues to proclaim
the Gospel on around 1,700 traditional
radio outlets throughout North
America. In addition, it is available
online, as a podcast, and on platforms,
such as Amazon Alexa, iHeartRadio,
Spotify, and Sirius XM satellite radio.

Our “by Hispanics, for
Hispanics" approach
¥ to creating content
continues to resonate
with a growing digital-
¥ first Hispanic audience
= that is hungry for
mlnlstry resources that share the hope
of the Gospel. The Sentido Latino
podcast is now available on YouTube,
an additional platform to reach out
with our Hispanic ministry messages
and resources to new communities
in the United States and beyond. In
less than a year, our YouTube channel
has 50,000-plus subscribers. Sentido
Latino also now has more than one
million views across all platforms.
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LHM showcased our Spiritual
Conversations: Sharing Life, Faith, and
Jesus with Friends resource developed
for high school students throughout
the LCMS Youth Gathering. In

addition to sharing information at our
exhibit booth, several staff members
took the stage each day to share a
taste of the interactive curriculum
with attendees. Please pray that

the influence of this seven-course
curriculum continues to spread the
Gospel among high schoolers and
equips them to recognize and respond
to opportunities to have spiritual
conversations.

Several new Project Connect booklets
were published this year. Getting (Re)
Started in Prayer looks at the basics
of prayer—why we do it, who do we
pray to—and gives some practical
suggestions for getting started.
Another booklet, 35 Character-Building
Prayers for My Grandchild, Vol. 1, is ideal
for grandparents and parents alike
and covers subjects like boldness,
encouragement, generosity, and
humility in
easy-to-read

X prayers based

!o_: ~ onrelevant
= # . Scripture texts.

- How to Forgive as
We Have Been Forgiven discusses the
virtually endless circumstances where
people hurt one another and how
the need for forgiveness is unending.
Mustering up the will to forgive may
seem impossible, but that's where
God comes in. As He has forgiven us in
Christ so, too, we can forgive others.

A 12-part Bible study for the
incarcerated, More Gifted Than You
Realize, is now available online as

a download and on our Pando app.
This study teaches the reader that
everyone has a gift with gifts to share.
Inmate testimonies were included as
a helpful witness for readers to learn
how God might be v
using them right where
they are, as well as how
He might be preparing
them for service when
they re-enter civilian
life. We now have more
than 10,000 subscribers on the Pando
app who are accessing our resources
for the incarcerated. The Edovo app
continues to be successful as well,
and it is now available in more than
1,400 facilities across the country.

In May, our director of The Hopeful
Neighborhood Project™ served

as a keynote presenter for around
500 attendees at the 50th annual
Neighborhoods USA Conference. The
event gathers neighborhood leaders
from around the country to share
best practices and celebrate success
stories. In addition to the keynote,
our program director also hosted a
workshop with a panel discussing
National Good Neighbor Day and led
an asset-mapping workshop.

The latest Nurturing Your Faith Bible
study wrapped up its four-session series
in the fall issue of LHM's corporate
publication, The Lutheran Layman. Life
to the Full explored the abundant life
Jesus offers to His followers.

see next page
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LHM BOARD OF DIRECTORS

(As of January 1, 2026)

Officers

Kurt Senske
Chair
Austin, Texas

Donald Scifres
Vice Chair
Greenwood, Indiana

Directors
Karl Abraham

Lochaber-Ouest, Quebec,

Canada

Melanie Braun
Tempe, Arizona

Ryan Bredow
Gilbert, Arizona

Jim Dankenbring
St. Louis, Missouri

Mark Duesenberg
Rocky River, Ohio

Mercedes Hendricks
Chair
Laguna Hills, California

David Leege
Vice Chair
Alexandria, Virginia

Becky Pagel
Interim President
Chesterfield, Missouri

Matthew Brickler

\X/arson Xoods, Missouri

Kurt Buchholz
LHM CEO
Grant, Minnesota

Thomas Dankenbring
Kirkwood, Missouri

Sue Elsholz

Birmingham, Michigan

Cory Hillmann
St. Louis, Missouri

Linda Arnold
Secretary
Oswego, Illinois

Kirk Farney
Treasurer
Hinsdale, Illinois

Vincent W. James
Boston, Massachusetts

Virginia Miller

Rochester, Minnesota

Rev. Tom Pfotenhauer
Pastoral Advisor
Woodbury, Minnesota

Gordon D. Tresch

Williamsville, New York

Aaron Pawlitz
Secretary
St. Louis, Missouri

David Lanius
Treasurer
St. Louis, Missouri

Scott Homan
St. Louis, Missouri

Vincent W. James
Board of Directors Rep.
Boston, Massachusetts

Jack Kidwell
Bay City, Michigan

Lloyd Probasco
Grand Island, Nebraska

Kurt Senske
Int'l LLL Board Chair
Austin, Texas

14 | The Lutheran Layman Winter 2026

International Lutheran Laymen'’s League and Subsidiaries
Consolidating Statement of Activities (in thousands)

Year ended May 31, 2025, with comparative totals for 2024

INT’L LUTHERAN
LAYMEN’S LEAGUE

Donor support
Building tenant rent
Other income, net

$32734
1,262
726

CONSOLIDATED
TOTALS

CONSOLIDATED

FOUNDATION TOTALS

$30.861
1,044
3.769

$33,065
1,262
2,716

Operating Income

Ministries
Building tenant services
Administration and Fundraising

34,722

28,261
1,336
9.335

37,043 35,674

Operating Expenses

Operating Income in
Excess of Expenses

Endowment and other
fund distributions

Change in Net Assets

38,932

(4,210)

1,764

(2,446)

Lutheran Hour Ministries is the registered d/b/a name for the International Lutheran Laymen’s League.
A copy of the full audit report is available online at Ihm.org/report.

The LHM Board of Directors and The Lutheran Hour Ministries Foundation want to thank you for being part of the LHM
family in 2025. The work that we are blessed to do is only possible because of God's grace and the tens of thousands of
passionate lay members and volunteers who partner with this ministry every day. Please continue to remember us in your
prayers as we work to discern and follow the Lord’s guidance for LHM.

Consolidated
Operating

INCOME

16.3% - Fund
Development

Consolidated
Operating

EXPENSES




