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CHAIRMAN’S
WELCOME

Today we welcome Caldy RFC to Clifton Lane, for 
only their second ever visit. Back in March 2019, 
they arrived with most of their mini juniors, who 
were on tour at the end of their season, and they 
filled our ground with young people enjoying 
rugby on and o� the pitch.

Our one visit to Paton Field, in 2018, was in bright 
autumn sunshine; with the return fixture this 
season in February, we may not be so lucky with 
the weather, but we know the hospitality will be 
warm and welcoming. We extend a very warm 
welcome to everyone from Caldy today; players, 
o�cials, supporters, and we hope they enjoy 
their day.

In addition to our guests from Caldy, all of whom 
will be kindly hosted by our VP’s; we welcome 
our other visitors and their guests including 
Franco Ventura from McDonalds, Mick Appleyard 
from Map Services, Chris Hartley from CLH 
Accounting, Mike Priestley from FWD Motion, 
Peter Boardman from Boardman Wealth 
Management, Jon Ling from Jenkinson Insurance, 
Charlotte Webster from BTG, Ava Jones from The 
Money Group, Vicki Athey and Craig West – a 
very warm welcome to you all - I hope you have 
an excellent day with us.

The Coventry game gave us an exciting ending 
for our first Champ match, and I don’t think 
anyone expected the same sort of tension against 
Bedford, especially when we had built up a 
healthy lead at half time. However, Bedford 
fought back strongly, and, from a winning 
position, we were looking at a draw as the clock 
ticked to full time, and just 2 points.

The Titans players had other ideas, even though 
the clock was well past 80 minutes. Back behind 
the touchline, the call came out to attack the ball, 
as the replacement kicker lined it up. Ben 
Cambriani was the first to get there and the video 
on Instagram of his charge-down has been 
viewed over one million times! By the time you 
read this, it could be considerably more.

Many players have become legends at Rotherham 
over the years for amazing kicking feats - Garry 
Law’s kick at Doncaster, Mike Umaga’s kick at 
Leeds, Lloyd Hayes drop goal last season. Ben 
Cambriani may just have added his name to that 
list, for stopping a kick to win us a game.

Next weekend we will be setting o� on Sunday 
morning for our first Free to Air televised game 
down at The RAG, against our old friends, 
Richmond. Our circular Big Flag has to make the 
journey as well, to be part of the pre-match 
festivities.

Tonight we have been joined by The Willows School 
and Lotus School, as part of our community 
programme, to help our Youth Teams with the 
Guard of Honour and Big Flag. Some of our current 
playing squad work in both schools and we hope 
the students enjoy seeing their sta� in a di�erent 
environment.

The Free to Air coverage of Champ Rugby games 
by Blaze TV on a Sunday comes to Clifton Lane on 
November 1st, when we welcome Cornish Pirates. 
We hope you can join us for that new development 
of our season back in the Champ.

Enjoy the game tonight.

Nick Cragg

Chairman

by Nick Cragg





FROM THE
COACHES DEN
We’ve had some incredible moments after just 3 
games.

You look at how Coventry took o� here in week 1 
and I’m sure we all thought at 28-12 what 
direction is this going in? And somehow, we’ve 
come into the 83rd minute and claimed a victory 
because we’ve been able to hold them out 
defensively.

We then go away to the Champions and in parts 
we’re in an arm wrestle and in other parts we’re 
probably blown away with speed on that surface, 
and we’ve got to rightly take our medicine for 
our errors and mistakes.

Then we go into the game last week, where 
Bedford are a very good team; we had control of 
the game through 65 minutes and then as we 
know in this league, it’s 2 or 3 moments and 
20-odd points are scored – and then we go and 
get a charge down in front of the posts.

I think our messages at half time against Bedford 
were clear; it was a calm dressing room with a 
confidence of going into the second half and 
continuing to do what we were doing. At Champ 
level however, teams are not going to go away, 
they’re going to play for 80-plus minutes, and we 
all see how quickly scores can happen.

For us it’s recognising the di�erence between 
National 1 and the Champ. In Nat 1 you almost 
know when the game is won, whereas in the 
Champ you don’t because teams are always 
fighting until the end to get a losing bonus point. 
They keep going beyond the 80-minute mark and 
so we must make sure we maintain our focus and 
stay on task until the final whistle.

It’s crazy to think of the entertainment and rugby 
going on at Clifton Lane; it’s just unreal.

I’ve been asked if I’ve ever been involved in a 
game before where a kick late on has been 
charged down. Well yes I have and believe it or 
not it was here! In 2011 I was coaching Cornish 
Pirates against Rotherham at Clifton Lane and 
Rob Cook was charged down by Peter Swatkins! 
That’s the only other time I have been involved 
when that’s happened in front of the posts.

Now we move on to Caldy; they are a team that 
keep the ball really well and are established in 
Champ. If you look at their games to date, they

lost by 2 points to Hartpury on the opening 
weekend, they beat Blackheath in the final play of 
the game and they just missed out to Chinnor last 
week by 3 points.

They are going to give us a serious test, I don’t 
think I would be wrong to say I think this is a game 
they will have targeted to come away from with 
points. So, we’ve got to be mindful that this is a 
team coming here that’s picked-up points in the 
campaign and now wants to turn that into a W.

I think Caldy have a good balance to be fair; they’re 
always going to be confrontational up front, and 
they could have an injection of loan players. We’ve 
seen Reuben Logan from Sale Sharks playing for 
them down at Blackheath; they’ve obviously got 
some good additions. You can see their scrum half, 
Nye Thomas, is clearly influencing things and 
they’ve always got wingers that know the way to 
the tryline. So, yes, I expect this to be another 
entertaining encounter at Clifton Lane.

We’ve rotated through the season, and we must 
rely on our whole squad. We’ve got a fair few 
injuries and we need to utilise the squad and keep 
people fresh. Competition for places is good, and 
the players are driving standards at training which 
is making selection tough.

I’m really looking forward to playing on a Friday 
night under the lights at Clifton Lane; I’m not sure 
what to expect to be honest. I think playing under 
the lights brings excitement and edge and it’s 
going to be a new experience for us all and let’s see 
how we go.

And finally, just to say a big thank you to our 
supporters for the noise 
they have brought this 
season and hopefully it 
will be more of the 
same this evening. The 
players will be giving 
their all to try and 
repay them with 
another performance 
that will hopefully be 
good enough to get 
a result.

Enjoy the game,

Harvey   

by Harvey Biljon – Director of Rugby

Harvey Biljon – Director of Rugby



TODAYS
OPPOSITION

Caldy was formed in 1924 as the Old Caldeians Rugby Club 
for past pupils of Calday Grange school.

The first pitch was on a field at Caldy Crossroads and the 
players changed in the Barn across the road at Croxtons 
Farm.

In 1928 Sir Alfred Paton, a benefactor of the school gifted 
Thurstaston Hill to the National Trust, with the proviso that 
the Rugby Club would have a pitch in perpetuity and the 
rest of the 20 acres to be used for the benefit of the youth 
of the area. The original pavilion was built in 1928 and is 
still the wooden core of the current building today.

MEMBERS SUPPORT

The first pitch was levelled by the members in the 1930’s 
when volunteers slept in the clubhouse and in tents for the 
summer, and a trench for the electric cabling was dug by 
the boys from the school who were in detention. Much of 
the funds for the clubhouse were raised by donations and 
bazaars organised by the members and the school.

In 1951 Hoylake Cricket Club moved to Paton Field as 
tenants of the Rugby Club and are now an active part of 
the Caldy Sports Club. In 1967 the club levelled the slope 
outside the clubhouse to provide a first-class 1st XV pitch 
at a cost of £7,000

CALDY RUGBY CLUB WAS FORMED

In 1968 the Club went open and became Caldy Rugby Club. 
The club was an original member of the Giro bank North

West league which was the forerunner of National Leagues. 
It had mixed success and in 1996 it was relegated into level 
9 in the League pyramid. A more professional approach was 
taken; since 1996 the club have won 5 league titles and were 
runners up twice before being promoted into National 2 
West in 2007.

Since then, Caldy have been runners up twice to Nuneaton 
(there was no play o� that year due to league restructuring) 
and in 2012 lost to Richmond in the playo� 20-13 after extra 
time. In 2017 Caldy finally won the league, after losing the 
first game, went unbeaten for 28 games which is a club 
record, winning the title after a dramatic game with Sale 
28-26 after being 23-3 down at half time.

NATIONAL 2 NORTH SUCCESS

After winning the National 2 North Caldy were promoted to 
National 1 which meant they were in the top 40 clubs in the 
Country playing such illustrious Clubs as Blackheath, 
Rosslyn Park, Coventry, and Moseley. In the first season 
Caldy remained in the league with some notable wins 
against Fylde, Blackheath, Moseley, and Rosslyn Park.

Unfortunately, in the following season Caldy were relegated 
in the final minute of the final game losing 10-12 to 
Birmingham. However, the 1st XV showed great resilience 
and went through the following season unbeaten and 
secured promotion winning at Preston, unfortunately Covid 
intervened and prevented them from finishing the 
programme which would have broken all records for the 
club and National Leagues and were promoted back to 
National 1.

CHAMP RUGBY

Reaching the highest level in the club’s history, the first 
team are now in their 5th season of competition in the RFU 
Champ Rugby, the second team continue their 6-year 
unbeaten run (over 100 games and counting) as defending 
champions of the Halbro Premier division, plus the third 
team supports the transition between a thriving minis/jun-
iors and colts’ sections into adult rugby. 



 

Rotherham Leisure 
Complex

01709 722 555

Aston-cum-Aughton
Leisure Centre

0114 294 2580

Wath-upon-Dearne
Leisure Centre

01709 870 120

Maltby Leisure
Centre

01709 797 100

Places Leisure are proud partners of 

Rotherham Titans. 

Scan the QR code to redeem a 5 day 

free pass at any of our facilities or

for more information.



The winning team 
for recruiting 
flexible and 
permanent roles 
right across

the UK

Your local recruiter of choice
Stafforce has been placing the right people in the right roles since 1983. By 

understanding your goals and ambitions, we can guarantee that the right quality 
employees are never in short supply. 

We are proud of the relationships we have with employers and jobseekers alike. We are 
passionate about ethical employment and the rights of our workers, and we support 

them to develop their skills through workplace training. At Stafforce our purpose is to 
enable people to be their best.

Call our consultant team today – 01709377177 
For more information visit – stafforce.co.uk



INJURY

Good evening and welcome to tonight’s game 
against Caldy.

Saturday produced another win with more 
last-minute drama for the team. It also came at a 
cost to us in the medical department but more of 
that later!

Prior to the game as 
we were busy with 
the team, we received
a great surprise – the 
Doctor from Bedford 
came to see us 
(that’s not a surprise,
it’s what happens 
every game!). The 
surprise was that it 
was one of Chris’ 
former GP trainees, 
Tom Gillham, who 
has moved to the 
Bedford area as a GP 
and is working with 
Bedford Blues. Tom had been down to a couple 
of games to spend time with us whilst still a GP 
trainee, so it was lovely to catch up with him. As 
well as being a great GP, before he retired Chris 
used to be responsible for the Yorkshire/Humber 
GP training scheme and hundreds of GP trainees 
have passed through his hands.

In terms of injuries Saturday created a few more 
challenges for us. Ali Mgijima had to undergo an 
HIA at half time and was not allowed to continue 
to play. He is now in the return-to-play protocol.

Alistair Donkor has a neck problem and was 
removed as a consequence of that - it’s a pretty 
common injury for props.

Alfie Bell had to be removed from the field fairly 
early in the first half due to an impact to his 
shoulder and has damaged his acromio-clavicular 
joint (the AC joint!). We sent him for an X-Ray as 
he had developed a large step deformity, the 
X-Ray revealed no broken bones – which is good 
and confirmed the AC disruption.

What we are unsure of at the moment is the 
degree of disruption so Alfie will be seen by our 
shoulder expert David Potter to further investi-
gate before we decide on the most appropriate 
course of action.

The AC joint is formed between the outer end of 
the clavicle (collar bone) and the acromion – a bony 
shelf above the shoulder joint on the end of the 
shoulder blade. The joint has very little by way of 
ligaments holding the clavicle in place -mainly one 
that comes from a lump of bone on the shoulder 
blade – the coracoid process which travels up to the 
under surface of the clavicle (the coraco-clavicular 
ligament).

If the ligament gets stressed, often by the shoulder 
hitting something - an opponent or the floor, it can 
become over stretched or torn completely and this 
allows the clavicle to ‘slide upwards’ leading to the 
so-called step deformity.

It is very common in rugby! We grade it as 1-3 or 1-6 
whereby 3 or 6 is a complete tear and usually 
requires an operation to reconnect the two bones 
Anything less is a ‘rehabilitation only job’. By the 
time you read this we should know where we are 
and be able to predict more accurately how long 
Alfie will be absent.

In other news, Louis Guthrie has recovered well 
from his concussion, and Frankie Gascoigne is 
progressing really well after his groin operation and 
is in danger of having to return to training!

Enjoy Friday under the lights and let’s hope we see 
another good, injury-free game of rugby

The Medical team  

 

UPDATE
by David Swift







LOCKER
THE

R
O

O
M

MARTIN JENKINSON
CEO

Sponsored by
Available to Sponsor

HARVEY BILJON
Director of Rugby

Sponsored by
Anne Coggins

MATT SMITH
Forwards Coach

Sponsored by
Windy & Zoe

ALEX STAJKA
Backs Coach

Sponsored by
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S&C Coach

Sponsored by
Available to Sponsor

TONY JENKINSON
Team Manager
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Penny Ralph

DAVID SWIFT
Physio
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Sponsored by
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Doctor
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The Original Raiders

SOPHIE OLIVER
Physio
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Analyst
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Analyst

Sponsored by
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ALASTAIR DONKOR
PROP

Sponsored by
Anne Coggins

ALFIE BELL
SECOND ROW

Sponsored by
Baz & Diane at 

Mexborough Car Testing Centre

ALI MGIJIMA
CENTRE

Sponsored by
Janet & Brian

ANDREW FOSTER
PROP

Sponsored by
Mad Hatters

BEN CAMBRIANI
WING

Sponsored by
Glyn & Tricia Harrand

BEN FARROW
BACK ROW

Sponsored by
Anne Coggins

BRAYTON TAYLOR
WING

Sponsored by
Titans Community

Foundation

CALLUM BUSTIN
BACK ROW

Sponsored by
Not Quite Dead in

the Shed

CHRIS KIRBY
WING

Sponsored by
Mac & Carol Dobson

CORBEN OLLIVENT
CENTRE

Sponsored by
Titans Community 

Foundatiom

CURRAN MAGUIRE
SECOND ROW

Sponsored by
Jersey Boys

D’ARCY MULROONEY
PROP

Sponsored by
M.A.T.T. Men’s Mental

Health Group

DEWALD KOTZE
HOOKER

Sponsored by
Deb & Nick Watson

CAMERON NORDLI-KELEMETI

SCRUM HALF

Sponsored by
The Bin Men

BRENT JACKSON
SCRUM HALF

Sponsored by
ISG Computing

CORRIE BARRETT
PROP

Sponsored by
Rob & Andy Clow



FRASER HASTIE
BACK ROW

Sponsored by
Mike Wareham &

Terry Oliver

FRED WELBURY
BACK ROW

Sponsored by
Titans Community

Foundation

GUS PATTERSON
CENTRE

Sponsored by
Mac & Carol Dobson

HARRY TUNNINGLEY
HOOKER

Sponsored by
Titans Community

Foundation

HARRY STONE
BACK ROW

Sponsored by
Graham Sheet Metals

Limited

JAMES BROWN
BACK ROW

Sponsored by
Gary Dawson, Rob Hodges

& Phil Newey

JAMES NORMAN
WING

Sponsored by
Tony Clabby

JB BRUZULIER
SCRUM HALF

Sponsored by
Mark Gabriel

JOE ADAMS
SCRUM HALF

Sponsored by
Titans Community

Foundation

ELLIS THOMAS
BACK ROW

Sponsored by
Brian & Allan

FRANKIE GASCOIGNE
SECOND ROW

Sponsored by
Richard & Julie Watson

EPI ROKODRAVA
WING

Sponsored by
Syd & Katrina Willey

JACK BALDRY
BACK ROW

Sponsored by
Michael & Jamie White

JACK HOWELLS
CENTRE

Sponsored by
Titans Community

Foundation

ISAAC SHAW
FULL BACK

Sponsored by
Geo� Roper

JACKSON BARLING
WING

Sponsored by
Shaun & Debbie

JACK DELANEY
CENTRE

Sponsored by
Titans Community

Foundation



LOUIS GUTHRIE
SECOND ROW

Sponsored by
John & Lorraine

Wainwright

LOUIS INMAN
HOOKER

Sponsored by
Liz & John Lye

MITCHELL LACEY-BABALOLA

CENTRE

Sponsored by
Sid Steeden

MORGAN VENESS
HOOKER

Sponsored by
Martin Gabriel

PETER HUDSON-KOWALEWICZ

SCRUM HALF

Sponsored by
Titans Community

Foundation

REUBEN DYER
SCRUM HALF

Sponsored by
Titans Community

Foundation

RUSSELL BENNETT
FLY HALF

Sponsored by
Richard Beecher &

Lee Cooper

RYAN MCGLOIN
FULL BACK

Sponsored by
Mat & Keith

TOM BAIRSTOW
PROP

Sponsored by
Tony Clabby

TOM THRELFALL
FLY HALF

Sponsored by
(Shed on Tour)
Alan Gedney

TRAVIS GORDON
BACK ROW

Sponsored by
Debbie Webster

WILL METCALFE
SCRUM HALF

Sponsored by
Newsome Ltd

WILL REDMAYNE
BACK ROW

Sponsored by
Titans Community

Foundation

ZACH TOERIEN
PROP

Sponsored by
Mike Wareham &

Terry Oliver

JOHN OKAFOR
BACK ROW

Sponsored by
The Blue Tattoo Club

KIERAN O’MEARA
WING

Sponsored by
Janet & Brian

LEKIMA RAVUVU
BACK ROW

Sponsored by
Philip & Lyne Smith

LLOYD HAYES
CENTRE

Sponsored by
Yvonne Foster

JOE SCHOLEFIELD
CENTRE

Sponsored by
Titans Community

Foundation

ZAC NEARCHOU
PROP

Sponsored by
Stu’s Carers







WIDE FORMAT PRINT & 
SIGNS FOR YOUR BUSINESS

welcome@rainforestgraphics.co.uk
Partnering with The Titans for over 20 Years



Are you interested in a 
career in engineering 

in Rotherham?0114 261 7979 | www.mtladv.com

MTL Advanced is one of the UK’s largest contract manufacturing 
businesses with over 300 employees operating from a 30 acre site.
We are a specialist company based in Brinsworth with a large global 
presence, exporting to over 28 countries.

roles, both skilled and non skilled. Our services include laser cutting, 
pressing, CNC machining, fabrication, painting and assembly. 
We also have various apprenticeship schemes running throughout 
the year.







Shop online at secprint.co.uk

Get large-format print that 
stands out and stands up to 
the elements.

Feather Flags

Mounted Boards Aluminium Dibond

Heras Fence Covers

Aluminium Trays

Pop-Up Display Stands

Banners, signs & 
outdoor displays





TITANS RESULT MATRIX

DATE OPPONENTS H/A KO REFEREE

2026/27
19-Sep-26

26-Sep-26

3-Oct-26

9-Oct-26

18-Oct-26

1-Nov-26

6-Nov-26

14-Nov-26

21-Nov-26

5-Dec-26

12-Dec-26

19-Dec-26

27-Dec-26

2-Jan-27

TBC

TBC

TBC

TBC

TBC

TBC

TBC

TBC

TBC

TBC

TBC

TBC

Coventry Rugby

Worcester Warriors

Bedford Blues

Caldy

Richmond

Cornish Pirates

Nottingham

Hartpury

Blackheath

Doncaster Knights

Ampthill

Ealing Trailfinders

Chinnor

Chinnor

Doncaster Knights

Nottingham

Cornish Pirates

Richmond

Caldy

Bedford Blues

Blackheath

Hartpury

Ampthill

Ealing Trailfinders

Worcester Warriors

Coventry

H

A

H

H

A

H

A

H

A

H

A

H

A

H

A

H

A

H

A

A

H

A

H

A

H

A

3:00pm

1pm

3pm

7:45pm

4pm

4pm

7:45pm

3pm

3pm

3pm

1pm

3pm

2pm

3pm

TBC

TBC

TBC

TBC

TBC

TBC

TBC

TBC

TBC

TBC

TBC

TBC

Anthony Woodthorpe

Jamie Parr

Hamish Grant



SCORE TITAN SCORERS

Vs Bedford Blues
MATCHDAY GALLERY

Isaac Shaw scores Titans 1st try

Lloyd Hayes charges down the wing

Fozzy just can't believe it!

38-35

78-12

40-38

Barling (2T), Cambriani (T), Veness (T), Bustin (T), Lacey-Babalola (T), 
Hayes (2C), Bennett (2C)

Toerien (T), Hayes (T, 4C)

Ben Cambriani celebrates his 
match-winning charge down

Photo Credit:
Gareth Siddons

Stone (T), Shaw (T), Bennett (1C)

Shaw (T), Bruzulier (T), Cambriani (T), Ravuvu (T), Barling (T), 
Hayes (T, 5C)



 
Service Care Plans 
  
  

- Priority Service 365 days a year 

- 24hr lead time on emergencies (weather permitting)

- Labour & parts for repairs (Gold and Silver cover)

- Annual full service of your appliance 

- Endless advice from our fully qualified engineers 

- Discounted plans for under warranty boilers

Boiler Installations 
We specialise in the installation of condensing boilers and renewable energy products. Older boilers 
convert as little as 60% of the fuel they use into heat which has a big impact on your home heating bills 
and the environment. 

Why choose us?  
   
- Accredited installers for Ideal & Worcester Bosch 
- Finance options available 
- Friendly and professional engineers 
- Family run business offering great after care 

Air Source Heat Pumps 
  
  

- Annual servicing of Air Source Heat Pumps 

- Maintain maximum efficiency 

- Maintain Manufacturer’s Warranty 

- ‘F gas’ registered engineers 

 

 

Air Conditioning Units 
We specialise in the installation and servicing of air conditioning units by all major manufacturer’s 
including Midea, Bosch, Fujitsu and Daikin.  

 

enquiries@brookhousegas.com 
01909 771100 

44a Union Street, Harthill, Sheffield 
S26 7YH 01909 771100 





01709 377909  |  haywoods@smh.group  |  www.smh.group/haywoods
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TEAM MATES
with JB Bruzulier

Who's the biggest wind-up merchant in 
the squad? Give them an inch, they'll 
take the mick.

Who takes the game way too seriously in 
training? It's not the World Cup final, 
mate.

Who's the worst passenger on away 
trips? Backseat driver, snacks 
everywhere, no filter.

Who would sell the whole squad out for 
a bag of chips? Loyalty has a price and 
it's low.

Who's most likely to fake an injury to 
skip a fitness test? Suddenly can't feel 
their hamstring.

Who’s the last one out to training every 
session? Always ‘just tying their laces’ or 
conveniently late.

Most likely to forget their boots on game 
day? Or just always missing something.

Who’s the undercover athlete – doesn’t 
look fit, but runs all day?

Who’s most likely to start a scrap (then 
walk away)? Bit of bark, not much bite.

Who’s most likely to end up on reality 
TV? Love Island? Gladiators? Bake O�?

Has to be Jackson Barling

Ellis Thomas! Tackles people from behind in training 

Matt Smith is boring and sits at the front 

Rusty! He wines and dines with the coaches 

Donks every time !!!!! 

Travis Gordon straps his whole body 

Donks any excuse 

Diesel engine could go for days 
 

Ben Cambriani

Changed now as John is all loved up, but I would say 
Ben Cambriani on the valleys
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17-19 Morrell Street, Maltby S66 7LL 
T�� 01709 815959 

471 Badsley Moor Lane, Rotherham S65 2QS 
T��: 01709 360825 

 

P��-���� F������ P���� A�������� 
www.rotherhamfunerals.co.uk 

CCaarriinngg  ffoorr  tthhee  ccoommmmuunniittyy  wwee  sseerrvvee  

 

OOuurr  ffaammiillyy  ccaarriinngg  ffoorr  yyoouurr  ffaammiillyy   

  

WWee  bbeelliieevvee  iinn  CCoommppaassssiioonnaattee  ccaarree    

PPeerrssoonnaalliisseedd  ppllaannnniinngg  

&&  RReeaassoonnaabbllee  pprriicciinngg    



MARKETING
MADE SIMPLE.

example-marketing.co.uk

CONTENT CREATION
No time to create and post
your own social media, let our
Content Creation team take
away the headache.

PAID ADS
Ready to seriously increase
revenue, and drive traffic to your
site to buy or book now? We create
and manage your campaigns for
you with full transparency.

MARKETING TRAINING





SUPPORTERS
VIEWPOINT

with Tom Pollard

There has been much debate about how legal the 
manoeuvre was, even leaving Nigel Owens undecided 
whether it should have been allowed.

It did however leave me looking at strange laws that 
Rugby had and I wanted to share a few of my favour-
ites:

Before 1899 and the adoption of the modern scrum, 
Australian teams had ‘Wing Forwards’ which were 
involved in what we described as ‘Private wrestling 
matches’ as the game continued.

With the original game being much more highly 
dominated by the kicking game, it was once completely 
legal to kick the ball out of other players hands.

Finally, I found that a try wasn’t even worth points. The 
1845 rules of that game stated that once you had 
touched the ball down between the posts, players were 
allowed a ‘Try’ at the goal.

It’s fascinating how 
much the game has 
developed into what 
we know it as 
today and to think 
why such rules 
were removed.   

 

 

How do you solve a problem like Du’Plessis Kirifi? 
Now this name might be familiar to everyone, but I 
can almost guarantee his current predicament will be. 
The 29-year-old All Black has been described by a 
‘Key Leader and Player’ at club level with Hurricanes, 
coach Clark Laidlaw, boasting how other players 
follow his lead.

He has captained the All Blacks XV with success and 
played in 8 tests under Scott Robertson for New 
Zealand. So far so good. Enter David Rennie in March 
2026 as the new All Blacks Head Coach. Since then, 
Kirifi has been absent, not only from the team, but 
from the 34-man squad. 

Searching through articles, there are several quotes 
from Rennie as to why this is. Some are definitive 
constructive criticism like, “I think post tackle is his 
point of di�erence, and the feedback we’ve given 
Dupes is around technique and trying to be a lot 
more flawless there.”

Others tend to be much blunter, “Look, he’s an 
excellent player. But if he was the best seven in the 
country in our opinion, we would have picked him.”

Now plenty of outlets are quick to dig for personal 
fallouts between the two, but they have seemingly 
yet to find any. But I am still at a complete loss as to 
how a regularly selected, accomplished player can 
suddenly fall out of favour so hard that he doesn’t 
make the 34-man squad even when two players have 
withdrawn through injury.

All sports seem to have similar stories. Is it personal? 
Is it a new coach asserting his authority? Is it a 
long-term vision that doesn’t include a player like 
Kirifi? Or is it simply that David Rennie doesn’t 
believe he is worthy of the spot?

On a lighter note, I was highly amused by Callum 
Sheedy heading the ball in the Cardi� vs Scarlets 
match this past weekend. A now viral clip that 
amused fans and apparently led to ridiculing from 
many of Sheedy’s teammates.
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ROTHERHAM
TITANS YOUTH
ROUND-UP

UNDER 12’s MATCH REPORT 
Rotherham Titans She�eld 
RUFC

After two tough games, the U12s 
bounced back in fantastic style 
today!

With no substitutes and a few 
last-minute changes, the lads 
showed incredible e�ort, 
teamwork, commitment and 
attitude from start to finish. 
Every player worked hard for 
each other and should be 
extremely proud of their 
performance.

TRY SCORERS 
Oscar 
Harrison 
Seth 
Blake 
Jesse 
Alex

PLAYER AWARDS 
Coaches’ Player – Oscar 
Most Improved – Alfie 
Parents’ Player – Jesse 
Players’ Player – Harry

A brilliant team performance and 
a great response from the boys. 
Plenty to be proud of!

ONWARDS & UPWARDS TITANS!

UNDER 14’S MATCH REPORT

Rotherham Titans 19 – 48 
She�eld

A tough first home game for the 
U14s, but plenty of positives to 
take away.

With just 15 players, no substi-
tutes, several players covering 
unfamiliar positions and injuries 
throughout the game, the boys 
showed fantastic character and 
never stopped working for each 
other.

Oliver scored three tries, with 
Clayton adding two conversions. 
She�eld kindly provided two 
players to help us continue after 
injuries.

Player Awards
Player of the Match – Kai
Parents’ Player – Oliver
Top Tackler – Robert
TREDS Award – Clayton

A huge e�ort from everyone.
 

Under 15’s Match Report

A tough morning for the 
Rotherham U15s away at Sandal 
Rugby.

The result wasn’t what we 
wanted, but the boys showed 
great determination, supported 
each other and never gave up 
until the final whistle.

A big welcome to Adam, Alfie 
and Riley, who all played their 
first game for the team and 
should be proud of their 
performances.

Plenty to learn from and take 
forward. We stick together and 
come back stronger!

MOM – Adam

Well done, boys!

Check our social
for upcoming

fixtures

Our Youth

Our Club

Our Future



NEW PLAYERS WELCOME 

COME AND GIVE RUGBY A 
TRY! 
-Whether your child is completely new to 
rugby or already has experience, there’s a 
place for them at Rotherham Titans Youth 
-Meet the team 
-Make new friends 
-Learn new skills 
-Have fun 
 

VOLUNTEERS WANTED 

OUR YOUTH SECTION NEEDS 

YOU! 

Behind every successful youth team is a 
fantastic group of volunteers who give their 
time and support our players. 

We’re always looking for people who could 
help with: 

-Coaching 
-First Aid
-Match Days 
-Fundraising 
-Events 
-Administration 
-And more.....  

MORE THAN JUST RUGBY!
Confidence. Friendship. Teamwork. Belonging. 
Youth rugby at Rotherham Titans is about so much more than what happens on the pitch. It’s 
about building confidence, making friends, learning teamwork and discipline and creating a 
sense of belonging. It’s about young people supporting each other, celebrating success and 
developing skills that last a lifetime. 

  



01246 439045
enquiries@fwdmotion.co.uk
154 Arundel Street, She�eld City Centre, She�eld S1 4RE

SEO | AI SEARCH | WEB DEVELOPMENT | DIGITAL MARKETING

www.fwdmotion.co.uk

Get your digital strategy 
on the front foot.

Is your Business  
in the game?

FWD Motion - Helping businesses get found, get chosen, and get results.

• Your customers are searching

• AI is changing how they find businesses

• Your competitors aren’t standing still



Hello folks,

Are you like me, as I’m putting together my piece 
for the Friday night’s fixture, still recovering from 
Saturday’s topsy turvy game against old rivals 
Bedford.

I just couldn’t help but sympathise with a totally 
gutted Mike Rayer, whose hand I warmly shook as 
his disbelief was palpable after Cambriani’s 
charging down of Du�cy’s attempted conversion 
at the death. 

That resulted in their third defeat from three in 
this cauldron also known as The Champ.

Of course, I’m only too glad we came through 
after Bedford’s incredible comeback from being 
totally outclassed in a terrific first half being 
28-14 up at the break and then 40-19 during the 
second half.

We have to be far more clinical and realise that 
we can’t rest on our laurels and believe it’s in the 
bag before it definitely is and stop giving us all 
palpitations by taking your feet o� the gas 
before the job’s done.

Bedford are no mugs and they were always going 
to come back at us. No wonder the celebrations 
were loud and long. Cynical me sees it as a bit of 
a wake-up call. Well done boys. You played a 
blinder and thank you for providing the first half 
bu�er that allowed us the narrowest of victories 
possible. 

I had to go into the archives to look out one of 
my all-time favourite Rotherham players, Louis 
McGowan who after Sedgley Park, played for 
tonight’s opponents Caldy Ravers. A Louis tale I 
might have mentioned before, was the one about 
Dave Gordon, owner of Gordon’s coaches, buying 
a second-hand Liverpool team coach. When 
Louis, a mega Liverpool supporter , (as I am),

found out he went round all 
the seats on the coach and 
said reverently, “I’ve now sat 
on Steven Gerrards seat.”

Caldy tonight have not to be 
taken lightly folks. They’ve 
won one out of three games 
but only just losing by very 
small margins to Chinnor and 
Hartpury, and I can’t 
emphasise enough, by very small margins indeed.

Let’s not fool ourselves, we are not going to have 
an easy game this season by stepping up to the 
Champ. Wonder if we see Sam Dickinson support-
ing his brother JJ? Meanwhile the team we 
replaced, Cambridge have been massacred by 
Plymouth in a record breaking 102-0 loss. Plus, I’ve 
just watched Blackheath winning at home.

This’ll be our first late evening game at the Lane 
and I’m wondering what sort of game we get under 
the lights. I would imagine there’ll be some 
acclimatisation exercises so we’re not at a 
disadvantage on the pitch. In the meantime, you 
have to wonder about crowd size, catering etc. I 
suppose this is all to accommodate Clubber live TV 
who film from the top level of the new tower 
installed on the ‘cricket’ side of the pitch. I’ll have 
to tell Keith to bring an extra couple of layers, as I 
suppose it’ll get fairly chilly late on.

Anyway, I’ll finish o� now with good luck to the lads 
and the usual battle cry of LETSENDOWMWINOWT.

Enjoy the evening and all the best as always,

John

SUPPORTERS CLUB
with John O’Brien
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After the dramatic excitement in the last two home 
games against Coventry and then Bedford, what can 
we expect this evening? More of the same? And how 
will both teams adapt to playing under lights?

Who knows, but what I think is probably certain is 
that this clash in the Champ against Caldy from the 
Wirral will turn out to be another high scoring match.

The Merseyside club, who finished 11th in the Champ 
last season with nine wins in 26 league games, play 
attacking rugby as can be seen with their results 
before tonight’s contest.

In the opening fixture, they lost at home - Paton Field 
- by only 42-40 to Hartpury. Caldy then took on 
newly promoted Blackheath and won by 28-24 in a 
tight match, again on a Friday night, at Well Hall in 
south-east London, and when they were back home 
for their third game, they lost, but only just, by 38-35 
against Chinnor.

Although they have lost two games, it’s too early in 
the Champ campaign to make any thorough 
judgement on any of the teams, but rest assured 
Caldy will be competitive, and as they like to play an 
enterprising style, the Rotherham defence will need 
to be at its best. 

The coaching sta� at Caldy, led by DOR Gareth 

Davies and head coach, Chris Cairns, know how to 
inspire their squad, and after two narrow losses will be 
keen to cause an upset.

On a personal note, as a reporter for The Yorkshire Post 
and The Rugby Paper who chats to players for their 
opinions after games, I’ve been most impressed with 
those I’ve interviewed at Clifton Lane so far.

Last Saturday’s hero, Ben Cambriani was most articulate 
talking about his astonishing charge-down which won 
the Bedford match, and in the first home game, I 
enjoyed hearing the views, well expressed, from 
Jackson Barling in the dressing room after the Coventry 
victory.

Another player I’d like to have a word with is second 
row John Okafor; I thought he was outstanding in the 
lineout against Bedford and I’m also sure that full back 
Isaac Shaw, and what a thrilling player he is, would 
make an interesting interview.

Bearing in mind the way the Champ fixture list looked 
after it was published…Rotherham’s first three games 
being against genuine top sides, including the 
champions Worcester, the Titans’ squad can be proud 
of their victories against Coventry and Bedford and 
must now be just as competitive against Caldy and then 
in the forthcoming matches against Richmond and 
Cornish Pirates. 

Guy Williams:
HE’LL TELL YOU HOW IT IS
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TCF NEWS
Follow TCF on 

Insta: tcfrotherham - X: @TCFRotherham
Facebook: Titans Community Foundation, Rotherham
Web: https://www.titanscommunityfoundation.org/

Our Trophy Tour has started around local primary schools. The Yorkshire Regiment Trophy 
and the National One Trophy are out with TCF players, with free Titans Cards for all u18’s, plus 

rugby coaching, an introduction to healthy eating and the infrastructure around sport.

Want to book for your school? Contact Cal@titanscommunityfoundation.org 







TODAYS

LINEUPS
TITANS vs

 Isaac Shaw
Jackson Barling

Lloyd Hayes
Mitchell Lacey-Babalola

Ben Cambriani
Russell Bennett (c/c)

JB Bruzulier

Zac Nearchou
Morgan Veness

Corrie Barrett
Curran Maguire

John Okafor
Lekima Ravuvu

Travis Gordon (c/c)
Callum Bustin

Dewald Kotze
Andrew Foster
Tom Bairstow
Louis Guthrie

Harry Stone
Jack Baldry

Cameron Nordli-Kelemeti
Tom Threlfall

Matthew Kilcourse
Rhys Tudor
Charlie Hyde
Connor Wilkinson
William Robinson
Ben Parkin
Oliver Wynn

Monty Weatherby
Oliver Hearn
Nathan Rushton
Martin Gerrard
Tom Burrow
Oliver Barker
Tristan Woodman
Callum Ridgway
 
Matt Gallagher
Ralph McEachran
Joe Sproston
Harry Harding
JJ Dickinson
Nye Thomas
Harry Oliver
Seb Krippner

15
14
13
12
11
10
9

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

CALDY

MATCH OFFICIALS
Referee: Hamish Smales
Assistant Referees: Ben Wood & Kieron Henry
RFU 4th Official: Matt Daubney 
5th Officials: Keith Haynes & John O’Brien

NEXT MATCH: Richmond – Away
Sunday 18 Oct 2026 – KO 4pm



