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Yew Chung College of Early Childhood Education (YCCECE)
2026/27 Admissions Now Open
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Yew Chung College of Early Childhood Education (YCCECE) now accepts applications for the 2026/27 academic year from
Chinese Mainland Students.

Graduates of YCCECE’s Early Childhood Education programmes - including the Higher Diploma, Bachelor’s, and Postgraduate
Diploma programmes - are eligible for 4 professional qualifications: Registered Kindergarten Teacher, Registered Child Care
Worker, Registered Child Care Centre Supervisor, and Special Child Care Worker.

All undergradute and postgraduate degrees awarded by the College meet the requirements for verification by the Chinese
Service Center for Scholarly Exchange (CSCSE). Full-time graduates are also eligible to apply for the Hong Kong IANG visa to stay
and work in Hong Kong.
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Programmes for Chinese Mainland Students FRE PB4 Ri2—E

 Bachelor of Education (Honours) in Early Childhood Education (BEJECE) 4 2B 5B+

e Bachelor of Social Sciences (Honours) in Child Development and Psychology &2 RE RS ($8) (RS2t
o Higher Diploma in Early Childhood Education (HDECE) 41 38 &4k SR

« Associate in Child Studies and Psychology SREMRKOIEEREL

o Master of Education B 2Bt

 Postgraduate Diploma in Education (Early Childhood Education) I #ENE ERER (MEHE)
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The Early Childhood Education programmes at YCCECE

have been officially recognised by Singapore’s ECDA C:
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YCCECE has officially signed a MoU with 4 leading preschool operators in Singapore. Upon graduating from our ECDA-
recognised Higher Diploma or Bachelor's programmes, graduates can directly apply for and obtain the Singapore preschool
teacher licence to teach at local kindergartens. The partner institutions will also provide comprehensive support and
assistance, including visa and accommodation arrangements, helping graduates smoothly begin their international teaching
careers.
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YCCECE Principals and Career Masters Luncheon
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On 27 April 2026, YCCECE hosted a networking luncheon for nearly 70 principals and career masters from 40 secondary
schools, where participants exchanged views on educational vision.

During the event, Professor Kerry Lee, President and Chair Professor of Child Development of the College, shared the latest
developments at the College. Student representative Bibisha Rai also shared her service-learning experience in the
Philippines, demonstrating how the College nurtures students with global perspectives and empathy through experiential
learning.

The event concluded with remarks by Vice President (Operations & Development) Ms Cathy Li, who expressed gratitude for
the strong support from partner schools and a desire to deepening collaboration with secondary schools through school
talks and visits to share study pathways.
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Global Outreach

The 12th Congress of the Asian Society for Child and Adolescent
Psychiatry and Allied Professions (ASCAPAP 2026)

2026 ASCAPAP Ei{& CST 3t &

Dr Phoebe Cheung recently presented her paper on autism, “Beyond the Diagnosis: How School-Based Social Cognitive
Training Can Reshape Behavioral Diversity and Lifespan Trajectories in Autism,” at the 12th Congress of the Asian Society for
Child and Adolescent Psychiatry and Allied Professions (ASCAPAP 2026) in Seoul, South Korea, in early April 2026. She
contributed to an event that will help advance clinical quality of the field.

SREEE L2026 FF 4 BYEEEERARTHNE R ESNTET VERHESEHEMENEXABSEREKMTE (ASCAPAP 2026)
o BREBABMAEMIHMX “Beyond the Diagnosis: How School-Based Social Cognitive Training Can Reshape Behavioral
Diversity and Lifespan Trajectories in Autism” o #iB 3 Z{EEZF I » A A BhiE BN ERIEIRERRARTS E RAVHEE R -
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Tha 12th Congress of the Asian Society
Ffor Child and Adalescent Ps svamiatry anda Allied Profes TAl=Tyl

Bpril 2 [Thu) - 4 [Sat], 2028 COEX, Seoul. Korea

EAPiEElYCCECE NEWSLETTER No.26/02



Global Outreach

2026 American Educational Research Association (AERA) Annual Meeting

2026 FEEHEHAFEIHT (AERA) FEDH

UNFORGETTING
HISTORIES AND o
IMAGINING O
FUMURES

CONSTRUCTING A NEW VISION L
FOR EDUCATION RESEARCH

2026 AERA ANNUAL MEETING | Los Angeles, California | April 8-12, 2026 | #AERAZ026

The 2026 American Educational Research Association (AERA) Annual Meeting, held from 8 to 12 April in Los Angeles,
United States, was the world’s largest gathering of education researchers. Dr Phoebe Cheung , Dr Brad Chan and
Professor Stephanie C. Sanders-Smith demonstrated the depth and rigour of their education research and exchanged
ideas with international scholars on new directions for the field.
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Global Outreach

Yew Chung Yew Wah Welcomes Delegation from Peking University
and School Principals
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On 8 May 2026, Yew Chung Yew Wah (YCYW) welcomed a delegation of principals from across Chinese Mainland, led by
Peking University’s Faculty of Education. The group visited YCCECE and the Pamela Peck Discovery Space (PPDS) to learn
about curriculum design, multicultural learning, and teacher education, and toured Yew Chung International School (YCIS) to
explore the “Seeds for Tomorrow” initiative. The visit highlighted Yew Chung’s integrated approach to educational
innovation and fostered dialogue on future collaboration between Chinese Mainland and Hong Kong in research, teacher
development, and curriculum co-creation.
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Global Outreach
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YCCECE Hosts a Seminar, with Peking University Professor Ha Wei
as Keynote Speaker
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On 14 May 2026, YCCECE, together with the Hong Kong Productivity Council (HKPC), organised a seminar featuring
Professor Ha Wei, Associate Dean of the Graduate School of Education at Peking University, as the keynote speaker.
Professor Ha delivered insightful analysis on the role of higher education in driving technological and industrial innovation
across the Greater Bay Area. Professor He compared innovation ecosystems in 4 major bay areas and highlighted Hong
Kong’s strategic position, particularly the development of the Northern Metropolis.
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2026 Conference of the Mathematical Cognition and Learning Society (MCLS)
2026 HEAME R HEGFE TR

PADOVA 2026

MCLS

THE MATHEMATICAL COGNITION
AND LEARNING SOCIETY
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Professor Kerry Lee, President and Chair Professor of Child Development of the College, presented research at the 2026
Conference of the Mathematical Cognition and Learning Society (MCLS), held at the University of Padua in Padua, Italy, from 23
to 25 June 2026.

The annual MCLS conference brings together international researchers to advance the study of mathematical cognition and
learning, including its developmental, cultural, environmental and educational dimensions.

Professor Lee contributed to three presentations exploring children’s mathematical learning and its links with executive
functioning, learning-related behaviours and motor development:
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Learning-related Behaviors Moderate the Working Memory-Math Link in Chinese Kindergarteners
Leran Meng, Jenny Yun-Chen Chan and Kerry Lee

Co-Development of Motor Skills, Updating and Mathematical Problem-Solving in Children Aged 3 to 6 Years
Anssi Vanhala, Anna Widlund, Johan Korhonen, Donna Niemistd, Anu Laine, Kerry Lee and Pirjo Aunio

Relations between Visual Distraction, Inhibitory Control, and Children’s Math Estimation Performance
Kerry Lee, Patrick Lemaire, Alfredo Bautista and Tak Yue Dickson Chan

EAPRiENYCCECE NEWSLETTER No.26/02



Academic Exchange
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Research Seminar: Cognitive and Emotional Factors in Mathematics
Development with Professor Denes Szucs

SIIEAE2 Professor Denes Szucs :BEE: SR EADAVEEERBREE

On 21 April 2026, YCCECE hosted a research
seminar titled “Cognitive and Emotional
Factors in Mathematics Development”

. featuring Professor Denes Szucs from the
University of Cambridge. The seminar shared
research insights on mathematics learning,
“ working memory, number sense and
mathematics anxiety, highlighting the need
for different interventions to address
cognitive and emotional barriers in maths
development.
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Al and Technology in Neurodiverse Populations - Professional
Development Forum
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— = ] On 29 May 2026, YCCECE hosted a

| Professional Development Forum
exploring the use of Al and technology in
supporting neurodiverse learners. The
event brought together early childhood
educators, SEN professionals, school
leaders, and students to discuss practical
applications including Automatic Speech
Recognition, Al-powered preschool
rehabilitation tools, and Al-based autism
screening solutions. The forum fostered
dialogue on enhancing early intervention
and creating more inclusive learning
environments.
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Academic Exchange
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Open Dialogue with Dr Philip Fisher from Stanford University
B BEA2 N5 T ER Dr Philip Fisher BIFmUEEE

Jointly presented by YCCECE and The Yeh Family Philanthropy, “Find, Al-enabled Coaching Model for Early Childhood: An
Open Dialogue with Dr Fisher” was held on 4 June 2026. The event featured Dr Philip Fisher of Stanford University, who
shared insights on the application of Al-enabled coaching models in early childhood development. Participants also enjoyed
a guided tour of Pamela Peck Discovery Space (PPDS), gaining a deeper understanding of innovative practices in early
childhood education. The event provided a valuable platform for ECD/ ECE professionals to exchange ideas and explore new
approaches to early learning and educational innovation.
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Capstone Poster Presentation Conference 2026
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On 19 May 2026, YCCECE held the Capstone Poster Presentation Conference, where the Class of 2025/26 presented 29
research projects across 6 themes, including SEN, play-based learning, STEM, language, social-emotional, and physical
development. The projects highlighted the importance of children’s voices in educational practice. The event also recognised
outstanding students with the Best Capstone Presentation Prize and showcased students’ achievements.
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YCCECE STEAM Fun
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Held on 27 June 2026, YCCECE STEAM Fun brought families with children aged 3 to 8 a joyful and creative learning
experience. The event featured stop-motion animation, Makedo cardboard dragon boat building, ramp and pathway
ball rolling, interactive storytelling, and a range of mini-stations. Through these engaging activities, children developed
creativity, engineering thinking, scientific curiosity, language expression, and imagination through play. The event was
filled with energy and joy, giving parents and children the chance to experience the fun of “learning through play”
together.
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Keeping the Inclusive Spark Alive: JC Spark & Spot Project
Phase 3 Tea Gathering
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On 27 May 2026, the Phase 3 Tea Gathering of the JC Spark Spot Project was held at YCCECE, bringing together principals
and teachers from 28 partner early childhood education schools.

Representatives from Cohorts 1 and 2 shared impactful experiences and transformations following their participation in the
project. The ceremony was officiated by Dr Rohnii Tse, Project Director, who also guided participants through interactive
activities, including the “Spark” reflection exercise and exploration at the Pamela Peck Discovery Space (PPDS), inspiring new
ideas for practice.
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Continuing & Professional Development (CPD)
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Parent-child Play-based Learning Event for 611 Tree of Life Kindergarten
611 B E RN F B2 R R
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Recently, YCCECE successfully hosted a parent-child play-based learning event in collaboration with 611 Tree of Life
Kindergarten.

We were delighted to invite Dr Brad Chan, Assistant Professor and Co-leader of the Jockey Club “CoolPlay” Project, to share
the philosophy of play-based learning with parents and lead an engaging parent-child workshop. Through hands-on exploration
with ramps, pathways, and building blocks, families discovered key concepts of space, balance, and structure while enjoying
precious quality time together. The joyful moments highlighted how play nurtures creativity, collaboration, and problem-
solving skills.

We are truly inspired by the power of “learning through play” and look forward to creating more meaningful experiences for
families.
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Continuing & Professional Development (CPD)
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Professional Development Day for Deborah English Kindergarten

HIEEARNDEE FER) 2NN RHESEIE
"= . Al ,}» ‘V =1 . On 27 March 2026, YCCECE delivered a

_— Professional Development Day for Deborah
B | 7 English Kindergarten (Tseung Kwan O).

The 5-hour training covered the Mandatory
Reporting of Child Abuse Ordinance, focusing on
legal responsibilities, reporting procedures,
crisis intervention and psychological support. It
combined professional input with case-based
sharing to strengthen both theory and practice.

i dam,

2 classes were conducted simultaneously in
Cantonese and English, enabling teachers to
learn in their preferred language and enhancing
training effectiveness.
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Chinese Traditional Paper Crafting Workshop for Sin Ching Kindergarten
SAEIEHEEBMPEE X FHREBELES
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In late May 2026, YCCECE organised the “Chinese Culture
Y. Traditional Paper Crafting Workshop,” which was
' successfully held under the guidance of an experienced
traditional paper crafting master. Teachers from Sin Ching
Kindergarten explored the historical roots of Chinese
culture as well as the evolution of Hong Kong’s cultural
identity. Through hands-on experience, participants
learned essential crafting techniques and reflected on how
this traditional art form can be integrated into classroom
practice.

This 3-hour hands-on workshop deepened participants’
understanding of Chinese culture and explored ways to
integrate traditional arts into early childhood education,
sparking young children’s curiosity and learning interest.
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Upcoming Events

BPi 2217758

RESEARCH SEMINAR

THE EVIDENCE FOR EDUCATIONAL .
ALITY

LEADERSHIP.IN IMPROVIN

"OF TEACHING AND LEARNING

Speaker

Prof. Iram Siraj OBE
The University of Oxford

Professor Emerita of Child Development, The University of Oxford
Honorary Professor, Yew Chung College of Early Childhood Education
Distinguished Research Professor, Maynooth University.

Iram Siraj (PhD, OBE, FAcSS, FLSW, FRSA) is Professor Emerita
of Child Development at the University of Oxford and currently
Distinguished Research Professor at the University of Maynooth in
Ireland and a visiting professor at the REEaCh centre, University of
Melbourne. She’s also the Honorary Professor of the Yew Chung
College of Early Childhood Education. She has led on longitudinal
studies, as a PI for Researching Effective Pedagogy in the Early
Years (REPEY) study, which first developed the concept of
Sustained Shared Thinking (SST), the 17-year EPPSE study. She
is the co-author of several complementary scales that measure
ECEC pedagogical quality for self-evaluation or research- the
MOVERS (2023), the SSTEW (2023), ECQRS-EC (2025), and the
latest PLEY (2026, on pedagogical leadership, Routledge). Two
new scales on maths and behaviour management for lower primary
are also being published. She has over 300 publications and has
conducted research studies exceeding £30m in grants. She has
worked with international agencies and governments as an advisor
and chaired the OECD Technical Expert Group for the International
Early Learning Study (IELS 2017-2025).

Abstract:

In this seminar, Professor Iram will draw on
research evidence to show how successful
leaders improve teaching and learning and
thus children’s development; most powerfully
through their influence on staff motivation,
commitment, teaching practices and through
developing self and staff capacities for
leadership for learning. She will introduce the
research informed and validated CLIQRS
tools she has been working on for over 20
years, which staff can use to evaluate and
enhance their own leadership for learning, to
enrich practice that adds value to children’s
development. The tools can also be used for
auditing and research.

@ 11 August 2026 (Tuesday)

0 11:00am - 12:00nn

g Room 204, YCCECE

Register

@ +852 3977 9871



Upcoming Events

BPi 2217758

Organised by N g e crome coson - Funded by g &
T % o gy Cxtsaces @ L HEnm ﬁeﬂ;hﬁg;ﬁ;]mﬁuiﬁﬁ

ek Charities Trust

International Conference
BESE4 mﬂu €ED = v mEEHHe

BT
Q-%%g';BiEEE

Purposeful Pla
Powerful Learning

14 August 2026

9:00am-1:00pm (8:30am FItaEER)

Ea YCCECE City Campus
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Upcoming Events

BPi 2217758

s33) 18. 08.2026 (Tue J)

o 10:00am - 4:00pm

S4-S5 Students
PN ERARZSE

8 YCCECE Mgrh4h#Epse




Upcoming Events

BN 2217/ EE
The YCCECE Developmental Science Conference
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YEW CHUNG COLLEGE
OF EARLY CHILDHOOD
EDUCATION

LU

THE YCCECE DEVELOPMENTAL SCIENCE CONFERENCE
Optimising Children’s Developmental Trajectories

6 October 2026 (Tuesday)

Yew Chung College of
Early Childhood Education

o] Abstract Submission Deadline

KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Professor Bert De Smedt
Professor, Faculty of Psychology and Educational
Sciences, University of Leuven

A Bert’s eye view

The developmental literature has revealed a wide variety
of factors that correlate with individual differences in
mathematical cognition. In this talk, | will review the
research we have done over more than a decade on this
topic. This work highlights the critical role of domain-
specific skills. Originally centered around magnitude
processing, it has become increasingly clear that these
domain-specific skills encompass a wide variety of
symbolic numerical skills. | will review studies on these
specific abilities in typically developing children, children
at risk for math difficulties and children with
exceptionally high mathematical skills. | will also discuss
intervention work as well as studies that have examined
the causal impact of schooling on these domain-specific
skills.

Individual differences in mathematical cognition:

Keynote Speakers:

2

Professor Scott G. Paris Professor Bert De Smedt

Deep Structures in
Human Development

Individual Differences in
Mathematical Cognition:
A Bert's Eye View

KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Professor Scott Paris

Global Education Consultant
Deep Structures in Human Development

How can we better support children’s development in an
increasingly complex world? YCCECE invites researchers,
educators, practitioners, and policymakers to explore how
neurobiological, social, educational, and digital factors
shape developmental pathways, and how research can be
translated into real-world impact.

The conference features interdisciplinary dialogue across
neurodevelopment, inclusive education, family dynamics,
curriculum and play, digital wellbeing, bilingual acquisition,
teacher development, and social policy. We welcome
abstract submissions for paper and poster presentations.

Abstract submission: https://bit.ly/4ulaOV3
Registration: https://bit.ly/4fzzzyB
Learn more: https://bit.ly/3PQbJV3
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Make a Gift
ZFFEAM

At YCCECE, we firmly believe that investing in early childhood education is an investment in the future. By
supporting our College, you are directly contributing to the development of passionate and inspired ECE
professionals who will shape the lives of countless young learners.

We invite you to join us in supporting YCCECE and becoming a champion for early childhood education.
Your donation, regardless of its size, will make a lasting impact on the future of education. To make a
donation or learn more about how you can support YCCECE, please visit our website www.yccece.edu.hk
or scan the QR code or contact us.
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