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Sidcot School is committed to working with 
overseas agents. Partnership is important – we 
want to enjoy strong working relationships with 
our agents. Sidcot has engaged with international 
agents for many years so are very experienced. 
We understand that agents need a prompt, 
efficient service.

We offer very competitive commission rates in 
order to build trusted relationships with agents.

This Agents’ Handbook is to give you key facts 
about Sidcot to help you explain the school to your 
clients. It is for your use only. You can give your 
clients copies of our Key Information Booklet and 
our Boarding Handbook.
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What we can offer you

•	 Efficient and friendly service. Excellent 
commission package.

•	 Brochures, photos, stories about students  
who have attended.

•	 Training for you and your staff viaTeams/Zoom  
or when we visit your offices.

•	 Our attendance at international fairs and 
exhibitions to meet potential students. 

•	 Familiarisation trips for agents to visit.

•	 Sidcot – we are so keen that you experience 
Sidcot for yourself we will pay for a night’s 
accommodation while you are here.

What we expect from our agents

•	 To work closely with us to recruit students 
that are well suited to Sidcot who will do well 
academically and socially.

•	 To support parents through the admissions 
procedure - arranging for assessments 
to be conducted correctly, assisting with 
documentation and visa requirements.

•	 To make the family aware of Sidcot’s ethos and 
expectations of behaviour and conduct.

•	 To keep us informed of developments in your 
territory and staff changes in your agency.

•	 Have a good understanding of what we have  
to offer and entry points.

To make sure students get the best support, the UK 
education sector has established the Agent Quality 
Framework (AQF), a set of standards and resources 
that support agents and counsellors to:

•	 Have up-to-date knowledge about studying  
in the UK.

•	 Understand the UK’s visa and immigration system.

•	 Give advice that is in line with your interests  
and supports your study abroad journey.

This UK education sector-wide initiative aims to 
improve the experience of international students 
working with education agents and counsellors to 
apply to study in the UK, meaning they can feel more 
confident that the advice they receive is accurate 
and their application is being handled correctly.

Committing to the AQF is a UK Visas and 
Immigration (UKVI) requirement for all UK education 
providers who use and work with education 
recruitment agents and counsellors. Sidcot School 
is committed to the requirements set out in student 
sponsor guidance and the four key AQF principles:

•	 Empowering student choice and enabling 
informed decision making.

•	 Ensuring good agent governance and 
professionalism.

•	 Promoting ethical agent practices, professional 
knowledge and competency.

•	 Increasing transparency and accountability.

National code of ethical practice for 
education agents

The national code of ethical practice for UK 
education agents lies at the heart of the AQF.  
It sets out the standards and best practices that 
agents and counsellors representing UK education 
providers must follow. Student sponsors are required 
to manage agents to ensure compliance with the 
national code as part of their sponsor duties.

For more information about the AQF please visit 
www.aqf.info.

Working with Agents

UK Agent Quality 
Framework
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Gender: 	 Co-educational

Year founded: 	 1699

Faith: 	 As a Quaker school we welcome students  
		  and staff of all faiths or none. We are a tolerant  
		  community and respect all religions.

Age range: 	 3 to 18

Age range of boarders: 	 11 to 18

Total number of students:	 600

Number of boarders: 	 112

Educational programmes: 	 Long term boarding from Year 7
		  Pre-GCSE Pathway (English Intensive)
		  Year 11 Pathway (One-year GCSE Programme) 
		  Two-year GCSE Course
		  IB Diploma
		  A Levels
		  BTECs

		  One term and short stays dependent on availability.

Outstanding reputation: 	 Well known for excelling in the Creative Arts, 
		  Maths and Science.

Extras: 	 Equestrian Centre – boarders can bring their 
		  own horse or learn to ride with the School.

		  Specialised Sports Programmes - students can 	
		  undertake professional coaching in Basketball  
		  and Tennis.

Setting: 	 Rural, but close to city life in Bristol.

Nearest airport:	 Bristol – 7 miles

Nearest railway station: 	 Bristol Temple Meads – 20 miles

Nearest cities: 	 Bath and Bristol

Travel time to London: 	 Two hours by train

Sidcot at a glance
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•	 One of the oldest co-educational boarding 
schools in the UK.

•	 A traditional UK boarding school with superb 
modern facilities, including a fabulous Creative 
Arts Centre for Art, Drama and Music and 
recently renovated Science laboratories.

•	 We achieve excellent exam results, especially 
for a non-academically selective school. Our 
students usually achieve higher than their 
expected grades, and last year, 98% proceeded 
to the university of their choice.

•	 We offer a truly UK boarding experience to 
international students as they are fully integrated 
into the life of the school. Sidcot is in the 
countryside, so it is peaceful and safe, but it is 
close to city life in Bristol, only 30 minutes from 
the School by car.

•	 Bristol is the shopping capital of the South West 
of England and has a rich maritime history.

•	 Good transport links – Bristol International 
Airport is a 10-minute taxi ride.

•	 We are a Quaker School and believe in  
strong values, focused on truth, equality,  
peace and sustainability.

•	 We welcome students of all faiths and none  
and within reason, make every effort to 
accommodate the requirements of different 
faiths. For example, we can arrange a taxi to 
attend a particular church, or we can cater for 
faith-related dietary requirements.

•	 We want everyone to reach their full potential 
and live adventurously - making the most of the 
opportunities offered.

•	 We offer over 100 extra-curricular activities  
like fencing, chess club and life drawing.

•	 We have a flourishing Equestrian Centre in the 
heart of the School.

•	 Food is very important at Sidcot. We have a 
modern dining room with a wide range of meals 
served by our outstanding catering team. We 
also have a coffee shop on campus.

Younger boarders
•	 Boarding starts at age 11 – we provide extra care 

and nurturing in smaller, cosy boarding houses to 
help children, away from home often for the first 
time, to settle in quickly.

Flexible One-Term Experiences
•	 We understand that some students may be 

hesitant about choosing a full time boarding 
school, and want to try the experience before 
fully committing. Indeed, some students are only 
interested in a short-term, immersive experience 
to fully develop their English. For these students, 
our flexible, one-term programmes can be  
truly beneficial.

English Intensive Pre-GCSE Pathway
•	 The Pre-GCSE Pathway programme for children 

between the ages of 12-14, has been designed 
to offer younger international pupils a holistic 
pre-GCSE curriculum with a strong emphasis 
on English skills development, and will provide 
excellent preparation for the GCSE course at Year 
10 (14+) entry.

Two Year GCSE Course
•	 Students aged 14 will join Year 10 and will study 

up to eleven subjects at GCSE level. Doing the 
GCSEs in two years allows students to really 
settle in and develop their language as well as 
their friendships.

One Year GCSE Programme
•	 Year 11 Pathway offers a one-year intensive 

GCSE programme with higher and standard 
streams. This programme helps international 
students prepare for the Sixth Form and includes 
a unique Global Studies course that broadens 
understanding of UK culture and history and 
develops useful life skills.

Sixth Form
•	 We offer A Levels, BTECs and the IB Diploma in 

the Sixth Form. We help students to choose the 
right option for them. Students do not have to 
wear uniform in the Sixth Form.

Key selling points
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•	 with strong values where international diversity 
and a sharing of cultures is celebrated.

•	 where all students are treated the same and 
international students are welcomed and 
integrated fully in the school community.

•	 which encourages their son or daughter to  
work hard to get the best results that will 
encourage their child to take part in school  
life and try new things.

•	 which is a traditional boarding school with clear 
rules and expectations of behaviour. 

•	 with excellent facilities in the countryside, but 
very close to a major UK city.

What type of student 
is right for Sidcot?
Sidcot is for parents who are looking for a British school: 

•	 be curious and ask questions.

•	 believe they can make a difference in the world.

•	 live life to the full and be adventurous.

•	 surprise themselves and try new things.

•	 value others and learn to consider others.

•	 be themselves and not to have to pretend  
to be someone else.

What matters?
We believe the following things are important. We want our young people to:

Being

Curious

Making a 
Difference

Living Life to 

the Full

LoveLearning

Being
Yourself

Surprising
Yourself

What matters?
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When you visit Sidcot you will immediately notice 
the friendly atmosphere. We believe that all students 
are equal, whatever their gender, race, culture, class, 
ability or circumstances.

How will your child benefit from an
education in a Quaker School?
•	 By being encouraged to work hard and make the 

most of opportunities, both inside and outside 
the classroom.

•	 By learning in an atmosphere of friendliness  
and openness, where relationships are based 
on trust and on the expectation of sensible, 
thoughtful behaviour.

•	 By having the opportunity to develop 
academically, personally, socially and spiritually.

Our students are encouraged to live adventurously. 
The strong Quaker concerns of internationalism,  
of active participation in global as well as local 
issues, lead to involvement with the community 
outside, environmental projects, expeditions abroad 
and charity events.

The co-curricular programme in a Quaker School is 
the most varied amongst independent schools,  
as we believe education is about developing the 
whole person. 

The Quaker Meetings
The whole school community meets together in 
a ‘Morning Meeting’ once a week. This is a time 
when all staff and students share a period of quiet 
reflection - a rare opportunity for peace in today’s 
noisy and hectic world. The meeting helps students 
to learn the habit of self-reflection, and experience 
the power of shared silence. There is also a Quaker 
Meeting on a Sunday which boarders can attend if 
they wish to.

History
Originally established in 1699 as a Quaker’s boys’ 
school, Sidcot opened to girls in 1808 and is one  
of the oldest co-educational boarding schools in  
the UK. 

Quaker video
To understand more about Quakers, you can watch a 
short video about the Quakers via the following link:

www.sidcot.org.uk/sidcot-difference/about-sidcot/
quakerism

What is a Quaker School?

https://www.sidcot.org.uk/sidcot-difference/about-sidcot/quakerism
https://www.sidcot.org.uk/sidcot-difference/about-sidcot/quakerism
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Sidcot’s campus has a mixture of stunning historic 
buildings and some outstanding modern facilities. 
As well as superb sporting grounds, a 25m indoor 
swimming pool, an all-weather pitch, basketball 
courts, a gym and an Equestrian Centre, we have 
professional standard facilities for arts and media. 

Our Art School includes studios for painting, 
sculpture, photography and a digital media suite. 
The Music School has a dedicated performance 
hall, practice rooms, recording studio and music 
technology suite.

The Drama Studio can be used for both theatre 
performances and film. 

Sidcot School has five boarding houses, a Health 
Centre, dining room and a coffee shop (The Hub)  
on campus. 

Sidcot’s campus is very conveniently laid out so 
students do not have to walk far between lessons 
and to get to their boarding houses or sports 
facilities. Because of our rural location and our 
modern approach to security, students feel very safe.

Sixth Form Centre  
Transforming a historic building at the heart of our 
School site, our new Sixth Form Centre is a beautiful 
new study and social space designed to prepare our 
Sixth Formers for life post-18. 

Our Sixth Form Centre combines cutting-edge 
learning technology with proven pedagogical 
techniques aligned with our School emphasis on 
collaboration and encouraging a love of learning. 
With dedicated spaces for our International 
Baccalaureate (IB), BTEC and A Level teaching as 
well as Futures support, our Sixth Form is a kind, 

purposeful place where young people develop their 
skills for a life of active, responsible citizenship.  
The Centre also benefits from full integration 
between Lower and Upper Sixth with shared quiet 
and social study hubs, and a large social space 
(including a kitchen). 

With sustainable construction and student-led 
design choices for improving function and décor, the 
Sixth Form Centre was built purposefully to improve 
student wellbeing and potential, and has proved a 
successful addition to our outstanding facilities.

Facilities
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The Sidcot School community is culturally diverse, 
with students from a variety of backgrounds creating 
a rich and vibrant social environment. Sidcot is home 
to over 600 students mainly from the UK but also 
from around 30 countries across the world. 

International students are fully integrated within the 
life of the School and we value their contribution to 
school life. 

Your students will be going to a British school with 
an international and global outlook. This is one of the 
reasons why UK parents choose Sidcot – they want 
their children to grow up alongside students from all 
over the world.

Integration

Programmes offered
Years 7 to 9 for students aged 11 to 13: 
They will study a range of subjects and this is  
a good time to lay foundations for the future. 

Years 10 & 11 for students aged 14 to 16: 
Two year GCSEs. 

Year 11 Pathway for students aged 15+  
or for those whose English is too weak  
for the Sixth Form: 
One year GCSE programme. Our programme is 
streamed in the higher and standard streams 
depending on students’ ability in Maths and English. 

Sixth Form – Years 12 & 13 for students  
aged 16+: 
A Levels, BTECs or the IB Diploma.

EAL Support
We also offer specialist EAL support, either through 
1 to 1 sessions or group classes. We support in 
Sixth Form with IELTS as required.

Please see our website or scan the QR code below 
for more details about the programmes and the 
subjects we offer.

We welcome international students on the following programmes:

FIND OUT 

MORE
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PASS
Programme of Activities  
for Sidcot Students 
The Programme of Activities for Sidcot Students 
(PASS) has been designed to provide all students 
throughout the school with an exciting opportunity 
to live adventurously, to live out the school’s core 
values, to play an active part in being an Ashoka 
Changemaker school, to develop leadership skills 
and to further enhance their ability to be excellent 
team players. The programme has been designed to 
be fun and active, which will help boost the health 
and wellbeing of our students. It will enable them to 
be happy, positive individuals and equip them with 
the skills and attitude to be able to thrive at school 
and enjoy their learning experience. 

The students have the opportunity to opt into a range 
of activities on Thursday afternoons throughout the 
school year alongside their peers across the whole 
school. The vertical nature of this programme (Third 
Form to Sixth Form) promotes the Sidcot community 
spirit throughout, allowing them to live, learn and grow 
alongside one another in a supportive environment. 

Students choose the activities that they would like 
to do every half term and are strongly encouraged to 
choose a range of activities to challenge themselves 
and their thinking. The programme will enable them 
to grow in confidence, build resilience, make new 
friendships and have fun. The following activities  
are an example of what’s on offer for our students  
to choose during PASS:

Live  
Adventurously

Surfing
Circus Skills
Bouldering

Stand-up paddleboard
Snow sports

Kayaking
Caving
Archery

Skateboarding

Quaker Peace & 
Global Studies

Sustainable crafts
Jewellery making

Korean culture
Bushcraft

Dressmaking
Nature mindfulness
Writing workshop
Outdoor kitchen

Wellness spa
Medical club

Performing Arts

Team &  
Leadership

Stop-motion animation
Lego robotics

Football
Netball

The Great Sidcot  
Bake-Off
Rounders
Softball

Climbing

Health &  
Wellbeing

Golf
Cycling
Walking

Art
Dance

Ultimate frizbee
Disc golf
Boxercise

Snow sports
Ice-skating

Tennis
Swimming
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Our aim in boarding is to ensure that each boarder experiences:

•	 A happy and stable ‘family’ environment.

•	 A structured routine within the demands of 
school work and the need for time to relax.

•	 The opportunity to take part in activities.

•	 Encouragement and support in meeting the 
requirements of Sidcot’s curriculum.

•	 The support of House Staff with advice 
whenever needed.

•	 Freedom from bullying and any form of abuse.

•	 The opportunity to grow and develop as an 
independent and self-reliant person.

•	 Equal opportunities in ethnic, cultural, linguistic, 
religion, gender and disability matters.

•	 A healthy lifestyle, particularly with respect  
to alcohol and drug abuse, smoking and  
healthy eating.

The School has a fully staffed Health Centre, which 
is open Monday to Friday from 08:00 to 18:00. 

Boarders can receive day-to-day care from the 
nurses, who are all fully qualified. House Matrons 
support the nursing staff, and all resident staff have 
received First Aid training. 

The Health Centre hosts doctors’ surgeries once a 
week during lunchtime.

Consent to Treatment 
If a boarder requires special medical treatment, every 
effort will be made to obtain the prior consent of the 
parent or guardian or UK guardian, or the student if 
they are aged 16 or over. Should this be impossible 
in the time available, the Head or his deputy, acting 
in loco parentis, are authorised to give consent to 
treatment (including anaesthetic or operation) as may 
be recommended by the School doctor.

Boarding

Health Centre
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Documents required at enquiry stage 
When you send an enquiry to Sidcot, we need to 
have the following information about your student: 

•	 Full name of student.

•	 Date of birth.

•	 Copies of the latest school reports  
with English translation.

•	 English certificate if applicable.

•	 Copy of passport.

•	 What the student wants to study.

•	 Special learning requirements documents,  
if applicable.

Once we’ve received the items above, we will  
review the information and invite families to submit 
an application form if we feel the student is suitable 
for the chosen course.

Testing
It is important that we assess students’ ability to 
ensure that they are placed in the right programmes. 
We have recently improved our testing to speed 
up the process. We test all students’ English using 
Password English Language Testing.

We will send you the login and we request that this 
is done under exam conditions. We appreciate your 
help with this. We also like to interview all students 
and this can be done in person when the student 
visits or via MS TEAMS. We only test mathematics 
in the Sixth Form if applicable. 

Summary of testing:
Years 7–10 and Year 11 Pathway: All students take 
an English and Maths test and will be interviewed. 
Tests will take place prior to arrival for class 
placement purposes.

Year 12: All students will take an English test and 
will be interviewed. Maths will be tested if students 
are planning to do the following subjects: maths, 
accounting, chemistry, physics, or economics.  
All students taking IB will be tested in maths.

English entry requirements
Year 7-8: 
Minimum level A2

Year 9-10: 
Minimum level B1

Year 11 Pathway: 
Minimum level B1 & B2 for higher stream

Year 12 A Level: 
Minimum level B2

Year 12 IB: 
Minimum level B2/C1

The following documents need to be submitted with 
a completed application:

•	 A student’s passport.

•	 A student’s birth certificate.

•	 Both parents’ passports.

•	 The latest school report.

•	 Any special needs/learning support reports,  
if applicable.

After we have received the application form and the 
documents above, we will send details for the online 
testing and interview.

Admissions



13

Visits 
We encourage students to visit and experience  
the atmosphere for themselves. We are happy  
to arrange a personal visit to Sidcot and to  
welcome your potential students to the School. 

We recommend that visits should take place 
Monday to Friday in term time to experience the 
school when both day and boarding students are 
around. The visit will involve an interview with the 
Head, or one of his deputies and will include a tour 
of the campus and a boarding house. 

Families may also book 1:1 meetings with a  
member of teaching or boarding staff to have a 
better understanding of Sidcot and discuss the  
best courses for the student.

Offer documentation 
Once the enquiry documents have been received 
and the student has been assessed, an offer is made 
by email. Along with the offer, an acceptance form, 
an invoice for the deposit, a guardianship letter 
of undertaking, and a medical card will be sent. 
The acceptance form should be completed by the 
parents and returned to the School when a student 
accepts their place, along with the deposit payment 
and the completed medical card.

The Boarders’ Handbook is sent to the student so 
they have full details of life as a boarder prior to the 
beginning of term.

Visas / CAS
All students who hold non-British or Irish passport 
coming to study at Sidcot for more than 6 months, 
must apply for a Child Study Visa. Our visa support 
services are provided by Sable International, a 
UK immigration law specialist. The CAS will be 
issued once the visa application has been finalised 
and is ready for submission. A students’ eVisa 
will be linked to their passport at the point of visa 
application. It will be necessary to update their 
passport details on their UKVI online account before 
travelling to the UK, if a new passport is issued 
during validity of eVisa.

Students coming to study or visit the UK for a short-
term Taster programme (under 6 months) will need 
to apply ETA (Electronic Travel Authorisation) to 
enter the UK.

You can find more information here
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/apply-for-anelectronic-
travel-authorisation-eta

If your student is a national of a country who needs
to apply for a tourist visa to enter the UK, this will 
not apply.

Admissions

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/apply-for-anelectronic-travel-authorisation-eta
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/apply-for-anelectronic-travel-authorisation-eta
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It is a condition of entry that all students from 
overseas have a mature and responsible UK 
guardian. This may be a friend or relative in the UK 
over the age of 25 or a specialist guardian agency. 
Guardians play an important part in the care of 
international students. A guardian is there to support 
in an emergency, to attend parents’ meetings and 
report back and arrange transport at the beginning 
and end of terms. Please refer to our Guardianship 
agreement for more specific information.

Useful links
You will find that our website is full of detailed 
information. Here are some links that might be of 
particular use.

Admissions process: 
www.sidcot.org.uk/admissions-process

Term dates:
www.sidcot.org.uk/parent-information/term-dates

Fee information:
www.sidcot.org.uk/admissions/fees

Child protection and other policies:
www.sidcot.org.uk/parent-information/
school-documents-and-policies

Find out more:
www.sidcot.org.uk/agent-portal

When a student accepts a place with us they will 
need to pay the deposit. Fees are due one month 
before the start of each term. Invoices will be sent to 
the fee payer. The school fees can only be paid by a 
bank transfer or using third-party payment provider 
(such as Wise, Revolut and similar). 

Please note that the deposit and school fees must 
be paid by the parents or the fee payer named 
on the Acceptance Form. Payments made from 
a parent’s company bank account will not be 
accepted. Our bank details are:

Lloyds Bank
A/C Name	 Sidcot School
Sort Code	 30 91 84
A/C		  00639248
IBAN		  GB75LOYD30918400639248
Swift Code	 LOYDGB2L

If a student wants to leave Sidcot they need to  
give a full term’s notice. If not then a term’s fees will 
be due. Please see the following link for our terms 
and conditions: 

www.sidcot.org.uk/admissions/fees

The deposit is returned when a student leaves the 
school once all the fees and extras have been paid. 

Guardianship

Payment arrangements

http://www.sidcot.org.uk/parent-information/
school-documents-and-policies
http://www.sidcot.org.uk/parent-information/
school-documents-and-policies
https://www.sidcot.org.uk/admissions/admissions/fees
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For the most up-to-date information on Sidcot School fees, please visit

www.sidcot.org.uk/admissions/fees

If you have an exceptional student you would like us to consider then please contact us with full details.

For more information on our scholarships, visit:

www.sidcot.org.uk/scholarships

Fees

Scholarships and discounts
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Music lessons
We can arrange music lessons for your students and 
there is a form they can complete for this. These are 
charged as extras on the bill.

Equestrian
The Equestrian Centre offers a rare combination  
– a school livery yard in the heart of a thriving  
coed day and boarding school. For students  
who already ride, or who want to learn, Sidcot  
is a popular choice, as we pride ourselves on 
our friendly atmosphere for both beginners and 
experienced riders alike. 

Find out more at www.sidcot.org.uk/equestrian

Outdoor Learning
Sidcot is blessed with beautiful outside spaces 
and we do all we can to make the most of our 
surroundings. Our Outdoor Learning Coordinator 
ensures Sidcot students have plenty of opportunities 
to learn in, and enjoy, the great outdoors.

Find out more at  
www.sidcot.org.uk/outdoor-learning

Peace & Global Studies
Peace education is embedded throughout Sidcot, 
without structured lessons, but as a way of life, 
of being. Our aim is to create a school filled with 
PeaceMakers and ChangeMakers. Throughout the 
year there are talks, films and cultural activities 
which enrich the curriculum and offer students an 
opportunity to think about making a difference. 

Find out more at  
www.sidcot.org.uk/sidcotdifference/our-way-
learning/peace-global-studies.

Co-curricular Activities
With over 100 co-curricular activities ranging from 
archery to caving, maths club to surfing, we make 
sure our students have plenty of opportunities to try 
new things as well as developing existing interests. 
There’s plenty going on outside school too, with 
field trips, gallery and museum visits, international 
exchanges, music tours, drama performances, 
lectures and sports fixtures, also available to students 
as they progress through the School. There are even 
additional activities available to boarding students.

Find out more at  
www.sidcot.org.uk/senior/beyond-classroom/
activities

Basketball
New for 2026, we’re proud to offer a professional 
Basketball programme in partnership with the  
Bristol Flyers. We welcome all students, from 
experienced players aiming to perfect their game  
to complete beginners eager to learn. Our 
international basketball programme provides an 
unmatched opportunity to take advantage of 
specialist coaching and exciting opportunities to 
engage with professional players. 

Find out more at www.sidcot.org.uk/basketball

Tennis
Sidcot’s tennis programme enables students 
to enhance their skills in this popular sport, by 
accessing 1:1 or small group coaching with  
qualified tennis coaches. With various coaching
opportunities throughout the weekend and the 
week, players can develop their tennis skills and 
participate in friendly matches with other  
students and clubs.

Find out more at  
www.sidcot.org.uk/senior/academic/sports

English as an Additional Language (EAL)
Whichever programme your student is studying, 
they will get English support if it is needed. There 
will be an additional charge for this. Students in  
the Sixth Form will have IELTS preparation as it  
is a requirement for their university application.

Extras

Specialisms

http://www.sidcot.org.uk/sidcotdifference/our-way-learning/peace-global-studies
http://www.sidcot.org.uk/sidcotdifference/our-way-learning/peace-global-studies
http://www.sidcot.org.uk/senior/beyond-classroom/activities
http://www.sidcot.org.uk/senior/beyond-classroom/activities
https://www.sidcot.org.uk/senior/academic/sports
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Food/menu
We love our food at Sidcot. Students and staff  
enjoy a wide variety of tastes and flavours from 
around the world. Our menus are varied and 
delicious, providing students with a high quality 
diet that is balanced and healthy and full of fresh 
local organic ingredients. For a sample menu see 
following link: 
www.sidcot.org.uk/boarding/sidcot-boarding/food 

Sidcot also has a great coffee shop called the Hub 
on the school campus.

Uniform
Students in Years 7 to 11 including Year 11 Pathway 
wear school uniform and sports uniform. During the 
first week of term (or during Academic Summer if 
students attend this programme), we will help them 
to purchase their uniform. Please see website for  
full details:
www.sidcot.org.uk/parent-information/uniform

Sixth Form and clothing
One of the privileges of being a Sixth Form student at 
Sidcot School is that students are not required to wear 
a school uniform and they can wear their own clothes. 
However, they will need to wear sports uniform (which 
can be ordered online) and professional formal dress 
on Mondays and for some School events.

Futures advice and university preparation
Helping students prepare for life after school is a 
priority at Sidcot. We have a full time Futures Advisor 
who works with Senior School students to support 
long term choices and decision making. All students 
have access to impartial careers and educational 
guidance and the latest resources. External speakers 
are also regularly invited to offer students the 
benefit of their experience and extensive UCAS 
support is provided to students applying to both UK 
and overseas universities. Members of the school 
community are invited to join Sidcotians Connect  
- a networking database that enables users to seek 
mentoring, work placements and internships.

We help students with every aspect of their education 
to help them follow their chosen pathway whether 
this is Oxbridge preparation, work experience, UCAS, 
writing their personal statements or applying to a 
university in a different country. Students at Sidcot are 
encouraged to be ambitious and adventurous. When 
they leave us we want them to feel they have the 
confidence to choose what is right for them in life.

Communication with parents
We make every effort to keep parents and agents up 
to date with useful dates and information as well as 
news of what is happening at school. We send parents 
weekly newsletters and updates to keep them well 
informed of all that is happening in the school. 

Parent Portal
The School has an intranet which enables students 
and staff to share information and interact with each 
other. It is a “live” site and is constantly changing 
and being updated with new material. Parents 
access the intranet via the Parent Portal to see their 
child’s timetable, attendance record, and details 
about their homework. Parents can access the portal 
via the following link:
https://sidcot-school.myschoolportal.co.uk/login

Student letters and reports
Parents will receive letters and school reports via 
email. Grade reports are sent five times a year and a 
full report once a year so parents can keep close to 
their child’s effort and achievement.

How parents communicate with us
Parents may have questions for teachers, house 
staff or tutors and they can email a member of  
staff directly.

To do this, they should use the following formula for
email addresses:
firstname.lastname@sidcot.org.uk

Life at Sidcot
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Location and getting to Sidcot
Sidcot is in the South West of England only 30 minutes 
from the city of Bristol and 1 hour from Bath. On the 
edge of the village of Winscombe, Sidcot is situated 
in an area of outstanding natural beauty. The coast at 
Weston-super-Mare is 20 minutes away. 

Winscombe
Winscombe is a small village that is a 10-minute 
walk from Sidcot. It has a lively high street with a 
wide variety of local shops and some takeaway 
restaurants that our students enjoy. 

Weston-super-Mare
Weston-super-Mare is a 15 to 20 minute taxi ride 
from Sidcot. It is on the coast and has a good shopping 
centre. Boarders can go here at the weekends. 

Bristol
The centre of Bristol is a 30-minute taxi ride from 
Sidcot. It is a great city with a lot of cultural things 
to enjoy. Cabot Circus and The Mall at Cribbs 
Causeway are both shopping outlets that are  
very popular with our students.   

By air
Bristol International Airport is only 10 to 15 minutes 
from Sidcot making travel to European airports easy 
with airlines such as Air France, EasyJet, Flybe, KLM 
and Ryanair. London Heathrow is around two hours 
from Sidcot and taxi transport can be arranged to 
pick up and drop off at Heathrow.

By rail
Rail links to London are excellent as Sidcot is only 
30 minutes from Bristol Temple Meads Station. 

Taxis (local to Sidcot)
Go Cars: +44 (0) 1934 440111

Places to stay while you visit
The hotels that are a convenient distance from  
the School are:

Woodborough Inn, Sandford Road
Winscombe, North Somerset, BS25 1HD
+44 (0) 1934 844 167
www.woodborough-inn.co.uk 

The Sidcot Arms
Bridgwater Road (A38), Sidcot, BS25 1NN
+44 (0) 1934 842 271
https://sidcotarms.co.uk

DoubleTree by Hilton
Cadbury House, Frost Hill, Congresbury, 
Bristol, BS49 5AD
+44 (0) 1934 834 343 
www.cadburyhotelbristol.co.uk

Places to visit near Sidcot
Sidcot School is set in a stunning location with a rich 
and varied landscape ranging from coastal scenery, 
the famous Mendip Hills and the green and luscious 
Somerset Levels. The historic City of Wells and 
the beautiful cities of Bristol and Bath (UNESCO 
World Heritage City) are close by and offer theatres, 
museums and other cultural venues.

Practical information

http://www.woodborough-inn.co.uk
http://www.cadburyhotelbristol.co.uk
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Somerset Tourist Board Wells:
www.visitsomerset.co.uk

Wells Cathedral:
www.wellssomerset.com
www.wellscathedral.org.uk

Bath:
www.visitbath.co.uk

Bristol:
www.visitbristol.co.uk

Cheddar Gorge:
www.cheddargorge.co.uk

Wookey Hole:
www.wookey.co.uk

Glastonbury:
www.glastonbury.co.uk

Clarks Village:
www.clarksvillage.co.uk

The Mall, Cribbs Causeway:
www.mallcribbs.com

Cabot Circus shopping centre:
www.cabotcircus.com

SIDCOT

Things to do near Sidcot

Our location
Bristol International Airport is only a 15 
minute taxi transfer away making travel 
from Europe easy with airlines such as Air 
France, easyJet, Flybe, KLM and Ryanair. 

For students travelling from London, 
Heathrow Airport is approximately 2 hours 
away. A school coach provides a drop off 
and pick up service at the beginning and 
end of term and the October half term.
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Director of Marketing  
and Development
Sarah Simms
01934 845238 
sarah.simms@sidcot.org.uk

Head
James Jones
james.jones@sidcot.org.uk

International Coordinator
Ailsa Williams
01934 845251
ailsa.williams@sidcot.org.uk

Head of Admissions
Claire Rundle
01934 845212
claire.rundle@sidcot.org.uk

Deputy Head (Pastoral)
Samuel Drew
samuel.drew@sidcot.org.uk

Head of  
International Relations
Joy Cheung
joy.cheung@sidcot.org.uk

Head of Student Experience
Joanna Leite
01934 843102
joanna.leite@sidcot.org.uk

Deputy Head (Academic)
Rowena Hector
rowena.hector@sidcot.org.uk

Admissions Administrator
Zuzi Stainer
01934 845234
zuzi.stainer@sidcot.org.uk

Admissions Contacts

Heads of School

See the Boarders’ Handbook for other useful contacts including Houseparents.
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