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Welcome to the October Advertiser
The Advertiser is a great way to 
promote some of our fantastic local 
businesses, as well as sharing important 
community news and events. If there is 
something you would like included in 
the next issue, please send it to 
advertise@lyntonadvertiser.com by 
15th October. We are always pleased to 
welcome community articles which are 
included free of charge.

With Christmas just around the corner, 
now is the time to get in touch about 
promoting your festive events in our 
November and December issues.

The Community and Leisure section has 
a few more items this month which we 
hope you will enjoy reading. If you have 
an item which you think would be of 
wider interest, please do let us know.

The last Bike Night of 2026 took place 
on 17 September with over 100 bikes 
attending the final event of the year. 
Between this and other events in recent 
months, many thousands of pounds 
have been raised by the local 
community for a variety of charities. 
None of this would be possible without 
the huge efforts of dedicated volunteers.

The following are some of the events 
happening in October and November:
October
1 to 11: Two Moors Festival
2: Harvest Auction, Ancient Mariner
3: Lyn Valley Market and Councillors'
   Surgeries at the Town Hall
16 to 1 November: Exmoor Dark Skies
19: Exmoor Day
25: Clocks go back
29/30: Cliff Railway in Lights
31: Cliff Railway Halloween 
   Spooktacular
Half Term Holiday: Great Pumpkin Trail
November
11: Remembrance Day
28/29: Christmas Market at the Town 
   Hall
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USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

Lynton Pharmacy: 01598 75337

Queens Medical Centre: 01271 372672

Lynton Health Centre: 01598 753226

N Devon District Hospital: 01271 322577

NHS Direct (out of hours): 111

Police (Non-Emergency): 101

Police (Emergency): 999

Coastal Emergency: 999

Lynton Town Hall: 01598 752384

Lynton Primary School: 01598 753309

Garson House Care Home: 01598 753202

Post Office (Costcutter): 01598 753438

Barbrook Filling Station: 01598 752248

National Rail Enquiries: 03457 484950

Stagecoach: 0345 241 8000

After a quiet August with no Council meetings 
again there is very little to report.

Barnstaple Fair Proclamation 
16th September
Barnstaple Fair is one of the oldest in the 
country and Maria and I are again able to accept 
an invitation to attend the proclamation in the 
Barnstaple Guild Hall. I am writing this post a 
few days before the event but I’m sure it will 
once again be very enjoyable with lunch 
following in the Pannier Market. We might 
(weather permitting) even venture over to the 
Fair!

The George Newnes Medal
The medal will be presented at the Civic Lunch 
on Sunday 4th October. As I mentioned last 
month, the response to my request for 
nominations has been amazing, I believe 14 
nominations in total. It really is going to be a 
difficult task to pick this year’s winner. Thank 
you once again to all those who put forward 
nominations.

Communications & Marketing Officer
Laura McDouall
I am extremely pleased to report that Laura is 
making great strides in her new role, especially 
with the promotion of our wonderful Town 
Hall. She has now built a new website to 
promote the Hall for all types of events. Please 
check it out: www.lyntontownhall.com  It has 
already started to bring in bookings and even 
wedding enquiries for 2028!

I hope to make the next Council surgery on the 
3rd October between 11am - 1pm. in the Jubilee 
Room. if you have any questions or concerns, 
please pop in and have a chat.

Diary Dates
Civic Service & Lunch - Sunday 4th October 

The Mayor’s Bash Charity Fun Night - After 
such a tremendously successful night last 
January how can we not have another. So mark 
it in your diary - Saturday 30th January 2027 - 
The Mayor’s Bash Charity Night

Also, we have pencilled in March 20th 2027 for 
a Charity Race Night. I will be working closely 
with the Lyn Valley Charity Fundraisers for this 
event.

from Mayor Adrian Hobbs

 A �e�sa�� �r�� ��� M�y�� LYNTON AND  LYNMOUTH  TOWN  COUNCIL

http://www.lyntontownhall.com/
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In my last article I wrote about how all 
Devon Districts and the County were to be 
replaced by unitary councils. Now it is all 
change! The government unexpectedly 
announced that those plans, all across 
England, were being withdrawn or paused. 
Devon is one of the areas being paused 
and reviewed.

No-one knows what “paused and reviewed” 
means, except that all work has been 
stopped and there is no indication yet of 
when it will restart. However, personally I’m 
sure that it will restart because there is a 
long running government policy, 
irrespective of party, of making unitary 
councils. It started around 30 years ago 
and I’m sure it will return. On the bright 
side, the eventual result is very unlikely to 
be worse for our remote corner of Devon 
than the giant rural council recently 
proposed, then paused.

The pause means there will be elections for 
District, Town and Parish councils next 
May. Please make sure you vote.

On a more directly local matter, Lynbridge 
car park with a handful of parking places on 
the edge, has been closed for a 
considerable time. I managed to delay the 
original decision by NDC to demolish it due 
to severe concern over its structural 
integrity and safety. It was hoped that a 
more local solution to the problem might be 
found but despite efforts by some of the 
community nothing sufficient has yet 
transpired. So NDC is preparing for the 
demolition, which I think is a great shame

The next Councillor surgeries with be on 
3rd October and 7th November. As usual it 
will be in Lynton Town Hall’s Jubilee Room 
from 11am to 1pm. I really hope to see you 
there, even if you don’t have a problem.

John
john.patrinos@northdevon.gov.uk
07975 746860

NORTH DEVON COUNCIL NEWS

19 September 2026

Free expert support launched for Devon businesses and entrepreneurs
Businesses, aspiring entrepreneurs, and young people across Devon can now access 

free business support, mentoring and advice through a range of programmes being
delivered across the county. From start-up ideas to established businesses, support

 is available to help businesses start, grow and develop.

For more information about the Devon Business Support Programme visit
https://growthhubinfo.co.uk/devon-business-support-programme/ 

Businesses based in North Devon and Torridge can also find out more about
ND+’s BOOST  programme and local business support from

 https://northdevonplus.co.uk/free-business-support/
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Mobile Fish Van
Locally Caught Fish 

Every Tuesday
Lynton Town Hall 1000 - 1100

   07528 243333   |      passmoresfishvan@hotmail.com

Contact us to pre-order your fish. Meat and Veg delivery is 
also available (pre-order only). Collection from the Van.
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Little Ray’s Take Away 
2 Church Steps, Lynton  EX35 6AA   

07956 485045       vixster73@yahoo.com 
Open all year  -  Monday to Saturday from 8.00am  

Full English Take Away 
2 sausage patties, 2 bacon, 1 egg, tomato,  
1 black pudding, 1 hashbrown, mushrooms, 
beans and toast Inc Tea/Coffee   

Little Cub’s Breakfast   
1 sausage patty, 1 bacon, 1 egg, 1 hashbrown, 
beans and toast 

Breakfast Baps 
Bacon, sausage, egg (extra items 50p) 

Stuff on Toast 
Jam, marmalade, honey 2 x slices 
Bacon, egg, beans, tomato, mushrooms 

Vegetarian Breakfast Bap 
Halloumi, egg, hashbrown, tomato and 
mushrooms 

Vegetarian Breakfast 
Halloumi, egg, hashbrown, tomato,  
mushrooms, beans and toast Inc Tea/Coffee 

Baguettes/Sandwiches 
Served with mixed salad, homemade coleslaw, 
bag of crisps 
Mature Cheddar with apple and cider chutney 
Egg Mayo 
West Country ham with apple and cider chutney 
Bacon, lettuce and tomato 
Tuna Mayo 
Prawns in Mayo or prawn marie sauce 

Children’s Meal Deal 
Ham, cheese, jam sandwich or hotdog roll served 
with a bottle of water, apple/orange carton, bag 
of crisps or an apple 

Salads 
Served with mixed leaf salad, homemade coleslaw 
and potato salad with red onion, apple slices,  
beetroot, 1/2 baguette, bag of crisps                    from                                               

Burgers 
4oz Devonshire beefburger with or without cheese 
Extra items 50p bacon, egg, mushrooms, tomato  
Served with salad 

Yogi Special 
2 x 4oz Devonshire beefburgers, cheese, bacon, egg, 
tomato, mushrooms, salad 

Drinks 
Tea, coffee, bottled water, apple/orange carton, 
Coke Zero  
Hot chocolate with whipped cream, marshmallows  
and sprinkles 

Vegetarian Burger 
Lentils, carrots, onions, spring onions with garlic, 
cumin, coriander served on a floured bap with mayo                                         

 
 
 

£9.50 

 
 

£6.50 

 
£5.00 

 
£2.00 
£4.00 

 
 

£6.50 

 
 

£8.00 

 
 
 

£6.95 
£6.50 
£7.50 
£7.50 
£7.50 
£8.50 

 
 
 

£6.00 

 
 
 

£7.50 

 
£6.50 

 
 
 
 

£9.95 

 
 

£1.00 
 

£2.50 

 
 

£6.95 
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• Open every day from 

     12pm—10pm. 
 

• Lunches served daily from 

     12-pm—2pm 
 

• Home-made food served 

every evening from 6pm. 

Booking recommended. 
 

• Roasts served Sunday 

lunchtime 12pm—2pm and 

Sunday evening from 6pm. 

Booking recommended. 
 

• Riverside beer garden. 
 

• Comfortable, en-suite  

     accommodation -  

     Bed and Breakfast or  

     2 course Dinner, Bed and  

     Breakfast options  

     available. 

 
Please give us a ring for details 

about any of the above. 
 

01598 741222 
 
 

Stag Hunters Inn, Brendon 

Lynton, N Devon, EX35 6PS 
 

 

stay@staghunters.com 

www.staghunters.com 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Exmoor National Park Authority are 
currently welcoming applications for 
those wishing to operate a mobile  
catering outlet from selected Exmoor 
National Park Authority car parks. 
 

There is an initial deadline of 4 March 
2025 for completed applications to be 
submitted to ruralenterprise@exmoor
-nationalpark.gov.uk 
 
 

Any sites remaining available,will be 
listed thereafter.  

 

Yarn Market Hotel 
 

High Street, Dunster 
Exmoor National Park  

TA24 6SF 
 
 
 

For bookings or information 
Telephone: 01643 821425 

 

Email:  
hotel@yarnmarkethotel.co.uk 
www.yarnmarkethotel.co.uk 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Guided Exmoor 
Walking Holidays 

mailto:vixster73@yahoo.com
mailto:stay@staghunters.com
http://www.staghunters.com
mailto:ruralenterprise@exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk?subject=Mobile%20Catering%20Licence
mailto:ruralenterprise@exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk?subject=Mobile%20Catering%20Licence
mailto:hotel@yarnmarkethotel.co.uk
http://www.yarnmarkethotel.co.uk
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FOODfest 2026
Save the date - Sunday 18 October

The district's biggest food and drink festival, 
FOODfest is returning to the newly 

regenerated Barnstaple Pannier Market on 
Sunday 18 October 2026.

FOODfest celebrates the local food and 
drink scene, bringing together an array of 
talented chefs, restaurateurs, and artisan 

producers.
What's on the menu?

Diverse local flavours: Discover a 
mouthwatering array of food and drink 

exhibitors showcasing their delicious local 
products. It's a culinary adventure you won't 

want to miss!
Shop and savour:

From farm-fresh produce to artisanal treats, 
there's something for every food lover. Don't 

forget to bring your shopping bag!
Time to feast:

Join us from 10:00AM to 3:30PM for a day 
filled with flavour and fun.

It's the perfect way to spend 
your weekend!

Location: Barnstaple Pannier Market

Food and drink producers – spaces for 
FOODfest are selling fast! If you’re interested 
in being part of the districts biggest food and 
drink festival visit the website to apply online 

at: .https://my.northdevon.gov.uk/service/
Applications_for_FOODfest_2026

�� Open every day from
12pm – 10pm.

�� Lunches served daily from 
12pm – 2pm.

�� Home-made food served 
every evening from 6pm.
Booking recommended.

�� Roasts served Sunday 
lunchtime 12pm – 2pm and 
Sunday evening from 6pm.
Booking recommended.

�� Riverside Beer Garden.

�� Comfortable, en-suite 
accommodation –                    
Bed and Breakfast or                   
2 course Dinner, Bed and 
Breakfast options available.

Please give us a ring for details
about any of the above.

01598 741222
Stag Hunters Inn, Brendon
Lynton, N Devon, EX35 6PS

stay@staghunters.com
www.staghunters.com
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Exmoor Distillery 
www.exmoordistillery.co.uk 

 
 
 

01398 323 488 
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CHIROPODIST
Martin John Malcolm

MssCh, MBChA   HPC No: CH 17774

Boutport Chiropody Clinic
28 B������� S�����, 
B���������, EX311RP
will be holding surgery at

Lynton Bowling Club on

Wednesday 30 September
Thursday 12 November

Full treatment £27.00
For an appointment please ring

01271 323392 or 07970 207044
HOME VISITS BY REQUEST

Lynton Pharmacy
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri

08.00 - 13.00, 14.00 - 18.30
Wed 08.00 -13.00, 16.30 - 18.30

Sat 09.00 - 12.00

FOR ALL YOUR TRAVEL VACCINATIONS

Seven common condi�ons your
pharmacy  can help you with

• Sinusi�s (adults and children aged 12 years and over)

• Sore throat  (adults and children aged 5 years and over)

• Earache   (children and young adults aged 1 year to 17 years)

• Infected insect bite  (adults and children aged 1 year 

and over)

• Impe�go  (adults and children aged 1 year and over)

• Shingles  (adults aged 18 years and over)

• Urinary tract infec�on   (womn aged 16 to 64 years)

 01598 753377
h�ps://lyntonpharmacy.co.uk/

The annual flu and Covid 
vaccination starts at

 Lynton Pharmacy from
Thursday 1st October.

 Appointments for specific times could 
be booked on the NHS vaccination 

website. You can however, come in any 
day from 1st October as a walk-in patient

 if that is your preference.

 HAPPY FEET EXMOOR
Alison Smith, Dip FH, MAFHP, MCFHP 
Mobile foot health prac��oner
Basic nail trimming, foot care advice, corn/ 
callus/verrucae, fungal nails, neuro vascular or 
diabe�c foot assessment. 
I can visit you and treat you in the comfort of your 
own home. 
Tel: 07387 143929. Phone, send me a text or 
email me at: foothealthexmoor@gmail.com
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Garson House Care Home

RESIDENTIAL CARE INCLUDING 
DAY AND RESPITE CARE

We are a family run care home who 
pride ourselves in serving our 

community with a homely feel. 

Garson House Care Home
7 Lee Road, Lynton, EX35 6HU

Tel: 01598 753202
email: care.garson@hotmail.com

The Royal Devon University Healthcare 
NHS Foundation Trust has confirmed that 
birthing services at North Devon District 
Hospital (NDDH) will not reopen on Tuesday 
29 September as previously anticipated. 

Despite extensive efforts on a national 
recruitment campaign, an assessment of 
staffing levels and rota coverage, 
we confirm we have been unable to meet 
the agreed staffing threshold needed to 
safely reopen services later this month.

We remain fully committed to reopening 
birthing services at NDDH but we will only 
do so when we can be confident the service 
is safe, sustainable and not at risk of closing 
again at short notice. The Trust will 
undertake the next readiness assessment 
on Monday 28 September and, if needed, 
every two weeks after that.

The current temporary suspension remains 
in place. Women and birthing people should 
continue to follow their current personalised 
birth plans and contact maternity triage on 
01392 406616 as soon as they think they 
may be in labour or if they have any urgent 
concerns. A dedicated helpline for pregnant 
women and birthing people who have 
questions about the suspension is available 
on 01271 335773, (9am-5pm, Monday to 
Friday).

Every opportunity to recruit both temporary 
and permanent staff is being pursued. We 
have formally requested support from the 
wider NHS and are also exploring 
international recruitment. 

Update on reopening of birthing services at North Devon 
District Hospital
Taken from:
https://www.royaldevon.nhs.uk/news/update-on-reopening-of-birthing-services-at-north-
devon-district-hospital/  
14 September 2026

At the same time, the Trust is working with 
partners on the wider factors such as 
housing, transport, infrastructure and 
delayed capital investment in healthcare 
facilities that are impacting the recruitment 
and retention of healthcare professionals in 
northern Devon. 

Regular updates, a patient information pack, 
support information and frequently asked 
questions are available from:
 https://www.royaldevon.nhs.uk/maternity-
and-obstetrics/nddh-birth-services-
temporary-changes/
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The closing of Calvert Exmoor
There is something deeply sad about 
the closure of Calvert Devon, formerly 
Calvert Trust Exmoor, situated near 
Wistlandpound Reservoir.

For more than 30 years Calvert provided 
accessible outdoor adventure for people 
with physical, learning, behavioural and 
sensory disabilities. Activities such as 
canoeing, abseiling, zip-lining and riding 
gave people opportunities that might 
otherwise have been inaccessible to them.

The centre closed permanently at the end 
of August after trustees concluded that it 
was no longer financially viable. They 
described the decision as extremely difficult 
saying every available option had been 
explored. Around 35 staff lost their jobs and 
a much-loved resource has disappeared 
from the community.

The financial pressures were considerable. 
Spending exceeded income in three of the 
five most recent financial years while 
government funding fell dramatically, from 
more than £267,000 in 2020 to less than 
£4,000 in 2023.

COVID-19 caused a major loss of bookings 
and visitor numbers never fully recovered. 
Rising inflation and a cost-of-living crisis 
then made accessible holidays increasingly 
difficult for families, particularly those 
already facing the additional costs 
associated with disability.

This was not the centre's first fight for 
survival. In 2024, an extraordinary 
community campaign raised more than 
£500,000 and temporarily saved it from 
closure. The organisation subsequently 
rebranded as Calvert Devon and invested 
in five new accessible lodges in 2025.

Yet operating costs continued to exceed 
income and eventually the estate had to be 
put up for sale.

The approximately 20-acre site now 
marketed by Savills with a guide price of 
£1.5 million, includes en-suite 
accommodation, five new lodges, a 
swimming pool and spa, indoor sports 
facilities with a climbing wall, and a riding 
centre with an indoor arena and 11 stables.

On paper these are buildings and facilities. 
But to the people who used Calvert Devon 
they represented something much greater. 
It was a place where disability was not 
treated as a limitation but as a reason to 
make adventure possible.

The closure leaves several painful lessons. 
A vital social purpose does not 
automatically create financial sustainability. 
Emergency fundraising can provide a 
lifeline but it cannot replace a long-term 
viable model. And when specialist 
accessible services disappear, their true 
value can be far greater than their financial 
accounts suggest.

Photograph: Facebook/Calvert Trust Exmoor
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  01271 442 356 
 

www.squiggleconsult.co.uk 
 

33 High Street, Ilfracombe, 
          Devon, EX34  9DA 
 

 
Registered Company 10816512 
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Architectural 
Services 

 

Specialising in:   
 
 

• Feasibility Studies. 

• Concept Drawings. 

• Planning Drawings & Applications. 

• Working Drawings. 

• Building Regulations Applications. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KIRK DYER 
 

1 Baker’s Court, Lynton, Devon, EX35 6EW 
 

07873 957158 
 

www.kgdyerandsonsltd.co.uk 

kirk@kgdyerandsonsltd.co.uk 

 

WANTED  
 

Two part timers to share  
running Portman Boutique  

on Lynmouth Street  
March to October half term. 

 

This is an opportunity to be  
involved with a lovely shop 
and have flexible working 

hours. 
 

Email Nickie 
 nickieportman@gmail.com 

 
 

Maintenance Worker 
Lee Abbey is seeking to appoint a Maintenance Worker. This is an exciting opportunity 
to join Lee Abbey’s Maintenance Team. We are looking for someone with multiple 
maintenance skills with a background across multiple trades. Applicants should have 
experience and a proven track record of being able to work proactively. We are 
looking for a team player, able to work as part of a small team to provide general  
maintenance and repair to Lee Abbey buildings, facilities, and equipment. The role is 
rewarding. We are on the lookout for someone who is a self-starter, who has  
maintenance skills, possess energy and passion to tend to our buildings. 
 

Lee Abbey is resourced by a voluntary international Christian Community that  
welcomes guests of all backgrounds.  
 

The package includes appropriate salary and pension. Closing date: 31/03/2025 
 

For more information, please contact:  
Amy Bailey 
Personnel, Lee Abbey, Lynton, Devon EX35 6JJ 
01598 754250  
personnel@leeabbey.org.uk  
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Everyday Technology
Andy Brett

QR code or not?                

or other personal details. It could be a QR 
code has been stuck over the legitimate 
one. example, you park your car, go to the 
parking machine with a QR code on it. 
Someone could potentially have placed 
another sticker over the genuine code 
directing you somewhere completely 
different so that you make a payment to a 
fake site instead.

So before entering any personal or 
payment information have a quick look at 
the website address your phone has 
opened. Does it look like the company you 
expected? Is the spelling correct? If you are 
paying for something does the website look 
legitimate? Is the site using https:// at the 
beginning?

A QR code does not need to be scanned 
simply because it is there. If someone 
sends you an unexpected QR code by 
email or message and tells you that you 
must scan it immediately, treat it with the 
same caution you would give an 
unexpected link or spam phone call.

QR codes themselves are not dangerous. 
They are simply another way of accessing 
information. The important part is where 
they take you. This doesn’t mean all QR 
codes are bad but do remember that the 
little black and white square is a doorway, 
and it is always worth checking where the 
doorway leads before walking through it.

As always, any questions please send 
them to ICT@lyntonadvertiser.com

Dear Readers, 

QR codes have become so common that 
we probably don’t even notice them any 
more. Almost everywhere you look they are 
about. Restaurant tables, posters, tickets, 
letters, parking machines and even the 
occasional television advert. Point your 
phone at a little square of black and white 
and as if by magic, a website, Facebook 
page or even a WhatsApp chat appears.

But what is a QR code? And are they 
safe? QR stands for Quick Response and 
a QR code is essentially a clever way of 
storing information in a pattern that your 
phone's camera can read. So instead of 
typing a long address into your browser, 
you simply scan the code, and your phone 
takes you there.

They are incredibly convenient. 
Restaurants use them for menus and 
ordering, businesses use them for 
payments and contact details, and event 
organisers use them for tickets and 
registration. They can save a surprising 
amount of time particularly when the 
alternative is typing a complicated web 
address into a tiny phone keyboard or 
trying to remember it as you pass by.

But just because they are there, does 
scanning a QR code make it automatically 
safe? A QR code can take you to the same 
sort of website as clicking a link in an email. 
If someone has created a malicious QR 
code it could take you to a fake website 
designed to steal your password, banking 
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Lynmouth, February 2025 
 

Bill Pryor 
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North Devon’s Leading 
Independent Wealth 

Managers 
 

Our Services  

Wealth & Portfolio Management* 
Retirement & Financial Planning* 

Tax Planning* 
Personal Accountancy & Taxation 

Attorneyships, Wills, Trusts & 
Probate Administration 

Contact us today for a  
no obligation initial  

consultation at our cost. 

*Authorised & Regulated by the  
Financial Conduct Authority 

 

 
 

 

Choweree House, 21 Boutport Street,  
Barnstaple, Devon, EX31 1RP  

 
 

www.miltonpj.net   01271 344300   info@miltonpj.net 

 

 

FED UP WITH THE 
 

HEADACHE OF 
 

BOOK-KEEPING? 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

CALL  
 

 CAROL ROBERTS  
A.I.C.B. 

 

07736 732377 
 

 
 

 

 
 

FRIENDLY HELPFUL  
 

SERVICE 

 NEED HELP? .  

 

 

6   PROFESSIONAL                                                     advertise@lyntonadvertiser.com 

http://www.miltonpj.net
mailto:info@miltonpj.net


20   PROFESSIONAL                                                 advertise@lyntonadvertiser.com

Lloyds cheque deposit service 
returns to Post Offices across 
Devon
The move follows Lloyds Banking Group’s 
decision earlier this year to reverse plans 
that would have ended cheque deposits at 
Post Offices and Banking Hubs.
The change came after widespread concern 
from councils, MPs and community groups, 
including Devon County Council, which 
warned that losing the service would 
disproportionately affect rural communities 
where many have seen traditional bank 
branches close in recent years. 
Residents and businesses who bank with 
Lloyds Banking Group are encouraged to 
contact their local Post Office or check with 
Lloyds for details about the reinstated 
cheque deposit service and how it will 
operate from September.
https://www.devon.gov.uk/news

A fee may apply for arranging a mortgage, depending on your circumstances. This will be no more than £250.
Your home may be repossessed if  you do not keep up with your mortgage repayments.

www.uptonfinancialadvice.com

Local and always on your side,
independent mortgage advice that
puts you first.
Call Upton Financial Advice
on 01598 720044

Upton
Financial Advice

Clear options, honest advice. 
Support you can trust. 
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION
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01271 342268
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Tel: 01271 267337 (24 Hours)Tel: 01271 267337 (24 Hours)
www.friendshipandsons.co.ukwww.friendshipandsons.co.uk

Vicarage Lawn, Barnstaple, EX32 7BNVicarage Lawn, Barnstaple, EX32 7BN

Friendship & SonsFriendship & Sons
Funeral DirectorsFuneral Directors

We are a family run business based in Barnstaple
 providing professional and caring services to local 

families across North Devon 24 Hours a day. 

•	 Offering Traditional and Bespoke funerals
•	 Direct Cremation for £1295.00
•	 Golden Charter Funeral Plans

•	 Private Chapel of Rest
•	 Home visiting service

•	 Floral Tributes
•	 Transport to our Funeral Home

For Professional advice and Guidance
 please contact:
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      Some of the decorated Minis coming through Lynton in August 2026
      on the North Devon Legendary Grand Tour   Photographs: Steven Neumann
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Landrovers old and new met at the 

Valley of Rocks on Saturday 15th 

February for a Landrover parade to 

Lynton Cliff Railway Top Station for 

the 2025 opening day.  
 

The parade was led by local hero,  
Derek Hernaman, who is undertaking 
an epic 3,500 coastal UK adventure in 
his Series 1 Landrover and vintage 
caravan to raise money for Bowel 
Cancer UK, and the Alzheimer’s  
Society.  
 

Derek will be leaving Lynmouth  
Harbour on 8th March at 9am so go 
along and wave goodbye as he starts 
off on his long journey. 
 
Photograph: Lynton & Lynmouth Cliff Railway 

 
 

 
WELDING & FABRICATION 
AGRICULTURAL & PLANT REPAIRS 
GENERAL VEHICLE REPAIRS 
 

CALL: 07837 981510  

 
 
 
 
 

LEARN TO DRIVE 
 

 

 

For competitive prices call 
 

GARY ROBERTS 

07519 027 666 
 

THEORY TEST TUITION AVAILABLE 
 

Plus Pass Registered  

GARY ROBERTS 
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Subsidised composting bins available
Making compost at home is a natural and 
affordable way of adding moisture, 
structure and nutrients back into the soil 
which supports the growth of healthy plants 
and increases biodiversity in gardens of all 
sizes. Devon residents can purchase 
Blackwall Compost Converters from £25 by 
ordering online at www.getcomposting.com

The Blackwall 220 Litre Black Compost 
Converter is the UK’s best selling home 
compost bin. Made in the UK from recycled 
plastic its UV stabilised for maximum 
durability and comes with a 5-year 
guarantee. Priced at just £25.00 (plus 
delivery) thanks to a Devon County Council 
subsidy it provides an affordable and 
secure environment for compost, helping 
you transform your kitchen and garden 
waste into a valuable and nutrient rich food 
for your garden. 

The Green Johanna 330 Litre Compost 
Bin is a natural waste composter with a 
difference. Unlike standard compost bins 
this hot-composter turns garden and food 
waste including cooked food, bones, meat 
and fish into nutrient rich, organic compost. 

Recommended as a Best Buy Gardeners’ 
World magazine and Which? magazine, the 
Green Johanna Bin can digest all 
biodegradable waste due to its enclosed 
base, meaning more nutrient rich compost 
for your garden. The Green Johanna is now 
reduced to £62.00 (RRP £144.99) for 
Devon residents.

Wormeries, water butts and other 
accessories are also available.

For more information about home 
composting visit www.recycledevon.org

• Bespoke Garden Design  

• Award-Winning Landscaping 

• Planting Schemes and Garden Clearance 

• Knotweed & Invasive Weed Control 

Creating beautiful outdoor spaces – from statement landscapes to individual projects.  

Contact us today for a free consultation 

       01598 711824 

info@birchmeadow.co.uk 

See more of our work online 

www.birchmeadow.co.uk 

 



26   HOMES AND GARDENS                                        advertise@lyntonadvertiser.com

Exmoor Stonework & Pointing
Masonry and ditch walls
Traditional stonework

High quality lime pointing
All aspects of stone walling

40 years experience

Frank : 07713 274321
Rick : 01598 741104
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STEVE HOBBS 
 

PAINTER AND DECORATOR 
GENERAL MAINTENANCE 

 
 
 

 
46A Lee  Road,  Lynton 

 

07513 143443  

INTERIOR  & EXTERIOR 
PAPER  HANGING 

LIGHT  BUILDING  WORK 

TILING 
FULLY  INSURED 
FREE ESTIMATES  

 

 
Showroom & Trade Counter 

Rolle Quay, Barnstaple, EX31 1JE 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

01271 321600 
sales@exmoorfascias.co.uk 
www.exmoorfascias.co.uk 

WINDOWS : DOORS 
CONSERVATORIES : ROOFLINE 

CLADDING : HYGIENE CLADDING 

 
 

 
FREE AND COMPETITIVE QUOTATIONS 

 
 
 

01598 753504 
07873 957158 

www.kgdyerandsonsltd.co.uk 
kirk@kgdyerandsonsltd.co.uk 

 
 

6 CROSSMEAD, LYNTON, EX35 6DG 

Exmoor Flowers & Cafe
Specialising in 

coffee / tea / milkshakes
soft drinks / pasties / paninis

 cakes / sausage rolls
Come and enjoy the taste

Flowers for all occasions and
plants to fill your home with joy

3 Queen Street, Lynton EX35 6AA 
01598 753322

info@exmoorflowers.co.uk   
www.exmoorflowers.co.uk

mailto:sales@exmoorfascias.co.uk
http://www.exmoorfascias.co.uk
http://www.kgdyerandsons.co.uk
mailto:kirk@kgdyerandsonsltd.co.uk
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Free energy efficiency support for your home on offer 
Householders who want to make their homes more energy  
efficient but are unsure of what steps to take next can get free 
impartial advice from trusted local experts at Energy Saving Devon.  
 

The Energy Saving Devon Advice Service provides personalised  
consultations, helping residents to make informed decisions about  
improving energy efficiency in their homes. This could include a free 
home visit from a local energy advisor to help you understand which  
energy saving measures are best suited to your home, advice on grants 
you may be eligible for as well as solutions to issues such as damp and 
mould, condensation or underheating. Energy Saving Devon is a  
partnership of all the local authorities in Devon, local community  
energy organisations and other strategic partners, administered by 
Devon County Council. 
 

The Energy Saving Devon team will be able to advise you on the  
suitability of your home for measures such as insulation, energy  
efficient windows, heating and hot water systems and renewable  
energy systems like solar panels. Retrofitting these measures can make 
your home warmer and more comfortable as well as providing healthier 
living conditions, lower energy costs and lower carbon emissions. 
 

To find out more or to book your free home visit, contact your local  
community energy organisation by phone or WhatsApp on 0800 999 
1439, or email energysavingdevon@devon.gov.uk 
 

Please beware of rogue traders who may approach you directly. You will never be asked to make 
an upfront payment by Energy Saving Devon.  If in doubt, please contact the Energy Saving Devon 
advice line. 
 

https://www.devon.gov.uk/news 

KEEP IT CLEAN AND TIDY 
 

PRIVATE HOUSE CLEANING 

 

 

ALISON HUXTABLE 
 

07890 321610  
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Independent family-run oil distributor  
 
 

SUPPLYING THE LYNTON / LYNMOUTH 
AREA MOST DAYS OF THE WEEK 

 
 

At Winson Petroleum we strive to 

offer prompt reliable deliveries at  

a competitive price every time! 
 

7.5 t. Mini Tanker Available on Request 
            Top-up Service 

Monthly Payment Option  
 
 

Phone: 01271 858677            

Email: info@winsonpetroleum.co.uk  

mailto:energysavingdevon@devon.gov.uk
mailto:office@winsonpetroleum.co.uk
mailto:office@winsonpetroleum.co.uk
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Antiques & More
Antiques & Jewellery Bought and Sold

Open Daily from 10am

5a Queen Street, Lynton EX35 6AA

Tel: 07552 484105
Email: antiquesandmorelynton@outlook.com

Clearance & More
House Clearance

Tel: 07553 005384
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Tel/Fax: 01598 753504    Mob: 07873 957 158 
 

 

 

 
ROOFING  ∙  STONEMASON  ∙  JOINERY  ∙  PLASTERING 

 

SKIMMING  ∙  EXTENSIONS  ∙  NEW BUILD 
 

RENOVATION AND LIMEWORK  ∙  DECORATING 
 

 
 

 www.kgdyerandsonsltd.co.uk 
 
 

kirk@kgdyerandsonsltd.co.uk  
 

 
6 CROSSMEAD, LYNTON, DEVON, EX35 6DG  

 

Winners of the  

Redland Roofing  

National  

Craftsmanship  

Award 

SPECIALISTS IN ALL BUILDING REQUIREMENTS  

Winners of the  

Redland   

Construction of 
Excellence  

Award 

 
 

CALL: 01271 614443 OR  07941 873607 
www.hollowayplasteringservicesltd.org 
hollowayplasteringservices@gmail.com 

mailto:office@winsonpetroleum.co.uk
mailto:office@winsonpetroleum.co.uk
http://www.kgdyerandsonsltd.co.uk
mailto:kirk@kgdyerandsonsltd.co.uk
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Energy Bill rise highlights support available through 
Devon’s Crisis and Resilience Fund

Households across Devon are being 
reminded that help is available 
through the Government-funded 
Crisis and Resilience Fund as 
energy bills are set to rise again this 
autumn.

Ofgem has announced a four per cent 
increase in the energy price cap from 
October, which could add around £60 a 
year to the typical household energy bill.

The Crisis and Resilience Fund supports 
low-income households facing a sudden 
financial shock, such as an unexpected bill, 
loss of income, or difficulty paying for 
essentials including food, energy, water, 
housing costs and heating oil.

The scheme, which replaced the Support 
Fund earlier this year, is delivered through 
Devon's District Councils and Citizens 
Advice Devon. It can provide practical help 
with essential costs as well as advice to 
help households improve their financial 
resilience and avoid future hardship.

Importantly, people do not have to be 
receiving benefits to qualify. Eligibility 
depends on individual circumstances and 
whether a household is experiencing 
genuine financial difficulty.

Anyone who thinks they may be eligible 
can contact their local  council or seek 
advice through Citizens Advice Devon.

https://www.devon.gov.uk/news



32   HOMES AND GARDENS                                       advertise@lyntonadvertiser.com

Your Fyrex Team

info@fyrex.co.uk
01271 611081

www.fyrex.co.uk

When your safety, the safety of your
staff and the safety of your customers

matters. Trust experience. Trust
expertise. Trust Fyrex.

Scott Maynard & Jenny Beer

Between us, we have more than
30 years of experience, providing
businesses, establishments and
individuals with unbeatable fire
protection products and services.
Now, as Fyrex, we’re excited to
bring all that experience, directly
to our local community. 

FIRE EXTINGUISHERS | FIRE SAFETY TRAINING 
S E R V I C I N G  A N D  M A I N T E N A N C E  |  F I R E  S A F E T Y  S I G N A G E
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Specialist in custom/luxury bathroom design, 
installation and tiling

DAVID LYE
Plumbing and heating engineer with over 20 years' experience

Tel: 07769 315244
Email: flowkiplumbing@gmail.com

Facebook: @flowkiplumbingandheating
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THE LYNTON 
CANDLE MAKER  

SHOWROOMS AND STUDIO 
Established 1996 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

48 LEE ROAD, LYNTON, EX35 6BS 
 

 Office 01598 753321  
 Shop   01598 752009 

https://www.lyncandles.com/ 
 

High Quality Scented Candles 

made on the premises 

 

 

Treat your Mum to some  
beautiful  flowers on Mothers Day 

wers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gifts and Flowers  
for all occasions 

 
 
 
 
 

EXMOOR FLOWERS 
3 Queen Street, Lynton 

01598 753322 
 
 
 

 

info@exmoorflowers.co.uk 
www.exmoorflowers.co.uk 

ARMCHAIR THAT GOES
INTO A SINGLE BED

 COST £400. 
ALMOST NEW. 

FREE
07960 056 493

https://www.lyncandles.com/
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HEDDON VALLEY
GARDEN SERVICES
Based in Parracombe I have more than

25-years experience in horticulture gained
through college study and working in 

public gardens including RHS Rosemoor, 
Marwood Hill Garden, National Trust 

and Wakehurst Place.
I currently work for private individuals locally,

 and offer a dedicated, reliable and 
professional service, carrying out any 

gardening requirements such as pruning, 
lawn cutting, planting, hedge trimming, 

strimming, minor tree works and weed control. 
I can also provide a garden design service.

�� Hourly Rate £20.00
�� Free consultations
�� References available

Tel: 01598 763325 or 07866 574357
Email: peterrussell3@hotmail.com
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Our weekly vet clinic is now at
Lynton & Lynmouth Bowls Club

every Tuesday morning from 9:30am
To arrange an appointment please telephone

������ ����������� ������� 
��������� ��� ��� L����� ������

www.marketvets.co.uk

SOUTH MOLTON
01769 572175

BARNSTAPLE
01271 344262
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Rocket's Memorial / Charity Match and Family Day
Thanks to the fantastic generosity and support of the local community,

Lynton Football Club raised the unbelievable amount of £6,742.95 at
Rocket’s Memorial/Charity Match and Family Day on Saturday, 8th August. 

This has been shared between Children's Hospice South West,  North Devon Hospice
and Devon Air Ambulance each receiving £2,100, Lynton Football Club £300 and

Lyn Valley Youth Club £142.95. This was a brillliant achievement only made
 possible by the efforts of everyone who gave their support.

Photograph: Facebook/Lynton Football Club
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THE COMMUNITY BOOKSHOP
raises money for the upkeep of  the 

Town Hall and helps to provide 
support for local causes. 

Your support of the Bookshop
has raised over £185,000 since

it began in 2004. 
Recent grants made from your amazing 

book donations were given to:

• The Tennis Club toward recovering 
their court.

• The Bowls Club for decorating their 
clubhouse.

• Lynton Football Club for washing their 
kit.

• The school towards swimming 
lessons.

• Supporting the Town Hall with their 
current renovation work. 

This is made possible by you giving us 
your used books….

Thank you so very much! 

If you would like to apply for a donation on 
behalf of a local group or cause, please collect 

an application form from the Community 
Bookshop. Completed application forms should 

be returned in a sealed envelope to the 
bookshop. Requests will be discussed at the 
next Lyn Valley Society meeting, or earlier if 

considered urgent.
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LEE ABBEY
Thursday 5 November, 7.00 pm

Join us for an evening of worship, 
teaching and ministry — a great 
opportunity to gather in God’s 
presence with local people (whether 
you are part of a local church or not).

The evening will begin with 
refreshments at 7.00 pm, followed by an 
opportunity to encounter Jesus Christ 
through sung worship, Bible teaching 
and prayer from 7.30pm – 9.00pm.

There is no need to book; just turn up, 
park in the guest car park and make your 
way to Reception.

The Watchet 1940s Weekend took place 
between 11 and 13 September 
coinciding with the West Somerset 
Railway Forties Event.

Watchet town and station were transformed 
with bunting, sandbags and wartime posters 
creating an authentic 1940s setting. Visitors 
enjoyed live musical performances, a vintage 
market, classic cars, a “Dig for Victory” 
display and an air-raid siren demonstration. 
There was an arrival of evacuees followed 
by guided town tours, wartime food tastings 
and theatrical performances such as “Behind 
Enemy Lines” by The Backyard Theatre.
‘Sir Winston Churchill’ and ‘Clementine’ were 
also there, together with John Bond, his 
collecting dog Henry and trainee Bertie, 
raising funds for Woking Homes and the 
West Somerset Railway. 

Visitors travelled between locations by 
heritage steam trains operated by the West 
Somerset Railway with stops at Washford 
and Minehead. Minehead also hosted a 
Saturday evening platform dance adding to 
the period atmosphere.

Henry’s next silver medal for £6,000 will 
be presented at the Lynton & Barnstaple 
Railway Gala by Tony Hillman, Assistant 
Curator and Archivist at the Bluebell 
Railway Museum.

Sandra Davies



Lynton Cinema
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25 years - 2001 to 2026 

Lee Road, Lynton EX35 6HN       Enquiries/Booking  01598 753397

Friday 2 October for 7 days at 8.00pm
Ma�nee Monday 5 October at 2.30pm

PRESSURE  ANDREW SCOTT, BRENDAN FRASER
The true untold story of D Day  15  100 minutes

Friday 9 October for 7 days at 8.00pm
Ma�nee Monday 12 October at 2.30pm

& SONS BILL NIGHY, IMELDA STAUNTON  
The estranged sons of a reclusive novelist are called to meet him a�er 
he becomes convinced he is about to die. 
Based on the novel by David Gilbert.  15  120 minutes

Friday 16 October for 7 days at 8.00pm
Ma�nees Saturday 17, Sunday 18, Monday 19 October at 2.30pm

COYOTE vs ACME A�er enduring years of catastrophic product 
failures at the hands of ACME Inc., a tenacious, unemployed coyote 
uncovers a corporate cover-up and spearheads an unhinged ba�le against 
the mul�na�onal conglomerate that’s been blowing him up in the name 
of profit. Also, there’s a roadrunner. And dynamite. 
PG  103 minutes

Friday 23 October for 7 days at 2.30pm only
SHAUN THE SHEEP AND THE BEAST FROM 
MOSSY BOTTOM U  90 minutes

Half Term Halloween Special
Friday 23 October for 7 days at 8.00pm only

HOLY DAYS JUDY DAVIS, MIRIAM MARGOLYES  A comedy drama 
film featuring three elderly nuns who are trying to save their convent and 
an unhappy young boy, who embark on a road trip.  
12A  101 minutes

Friday 30 October for 7 days at 8.00pm
Ma�nee Monday 2 November at 2.30pm

SENSE AND SENSIBILITY DAISY EDGAR-JONES, 
ESME CREED-MILES A story of love, family and sisterhood based on Jane 
Austen’s novel.  PG  132 minutes



10-16 The Avenue
Minehead, Somerset
TA24 5AY

OASIS presents – HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL
Thursday 1 – Saturday 3 October, 7.30pm 

Come along and sing along to the well-known and much-loved songs you know and enjoy.  

Coffee & Cakes in the Bar
Saturday 3 October, 10.00 – 12.00 

Pantaloons present - TWELTH NIGHT
Monday 5 October, 7.30pm 

The cri�cally acclaimed Pantaloons Theatre Company present their own brand of Shakespearean mayhem.

Regal Film Society - ROMERÍA (Cert 15)
Tuesday 6 October, 7:30pm

 A young woman discovers her family in Galicia, uncovering unspoken past events.

BLOOMIN’ CHURCH
 Thursday 8 October, 7:30pm

This upli�ing show cracks open the walls of “church,” revealing the surprising poten�al
to bloom when we’re brave enough to be ourselves. 

Volunteer Recruitment Meeting – Bar Area, everyone welcome.
Saturday 10 October, 11:00 – 1:00

Waterfront presents - FLEET STREET
22 – 24 October, 7.30pm 

There’s a killer on the loose and Hitler is making life a li�le difficult for the people of London. 

The Average Scientist presents - WONDERS OF OUR UNIVERSE
Sunday 25 October, 7.00pm 

With breath-taking visuals and a soaring cinema�c soundtrack, each moment is 
cra�ed to ignite your curiosity and s�r your emo�ons.

Royal Ballet Live from the Opera House – MANON
Tuesday 27 October, 7.15pm 

MacMillan's understanding of human psychology makes for an unflinching look into the
moral degrada�on of Manon’s Paris.

THE CARPENTERS EXPERIENCE
Friday 30 October, 7.30pm 

Featuring the amazing voice of Maggie Nestor and eight  top-class musicians. 

REGAL COMEDY NIGHT
Saturday 31 October, 7.30pm 

The evening will feature a professional line up from the cream of the UK Comedy Circuit. 

Tickets for all events may be booked in advance online at  h�ps://regaltheatre.co.uk/whatson 
or from the Box Office (Tel 01643 706430) between 9.30am and 12.00pm Monday – Saturday.

Registered Charity No. 1052714     Limited Company No. 3149984
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Hoar Oak Cottage
The Friends of Hoar Oak Cottage are announcing a grant from The National 
Lottery Heritage Fund which will enable us to create ‘Virtual Visits’ to the 
cottage using drone photography 

Hoar Oak Cottage is a well-loved heritage building located in a very remote and, for many, 
difficult to access part of Exmoor.  It is a long walk across beautiful but rugged moorland to 
Hoar Oak Cottage which was once home to generations of shepherds. The cottage is of 
interest to local people, descendants of the shepherd families, those with links to sheep 
farming on Exmoor and anyone with an interest in the history, heritage, agriculture on 
Exmoor, landscape, wildlife or life from earlier, more ‘natural’ times. 

The grant from The National Lottery Heritage Fund will enable The Friends to work with 
local photographer Shaun Davey to create four ‘virtual’ walks that will take people on 
different routes to the cottage as well as a look around inside the cottage and its gardens.  

This project will deliver improved inclusion, access and participation to this remote example 
of Exmoor heritage sitting in a protected landscape. The project will enable The Friends to 
deliver one of its sustainability aims by creating a lasting legacy of digital access to the 
cottage. 

The Friends are delighted to have received this support from The National Lottery Heritage 
Fund. Thanks to National Lottery players this piece of Exmoor’s heritage will be accessible 
to so many more people through drone photography and digital media.

Visit https://hoaroakcottage.org/ for more information.

The Friends of Hoar Oak Cottage
The Friends of Hoar Oak Cottage is a not-for-profit association started by descendants of three of the 
shepherd families who once lived and worked at this remote cottage.  The aim of the Friends is to find, 
research, save and share the history of the cottage and stories of the families who once lived there.  
The Friends worked to preserve the cottage in its landscape through cooperation with the owners –
the Exmoor National Park Authority – and other interested parties.
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Best Allotment Winner 2026
The 3rd Allotment Day took place at 
Grattons Drive Allotments on Sunday, 26 
July 2026. This year’s worthy winner was 
David York, also known as “Porky” York. 
Second place was awarded to Hollie Berry, 
while last year’s winner, Deirdre Johnson, 
took third place.

The plots were judged by the Council’s new 
Marketing and Communications Officer, 
Laura McDouall, and the prizes were 
presented by the Mayor, Councillor Adrian 
Hobbs. Councillor John Patrinos was also in 
attendance to support the event.

https://lyntonandlynmouthtowncouncil.gov.uk/news/
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A bumper programme of over 70 events 
across the Exmoor area showcasing the 
National Park after dark. From UV Rock 
pooling and Moonlit pool dips to Planetarium 
sessions and nocturnal wildlife-themed 
crafting. With adventures beneath some of 
the darkest skies in the country, the festival 
offers something for all ages and levels of 
experience.

This year’s programme is packed with 
exciting highlights, from bioluminescence 
walks and opportunities to explore Exmoor’s 
heritage at night, to fascinating astronomy 
talks and shows, including ‘The Wonders of 
our Universe’, a multimedia production by 
‘The Average Scientist’ at the Regal Theatre, 
Minehead.

Whether you’re new to stargazing, an 
experienced sky-watcher or interested in our 
nocturnal wildlife there are plenty of ways to 
get involved, discover something new and 
be inspired to help protect our precious dark 
skies and the wildlife that depends on them. 

Find the full event listing at www.exmoor-
nationalpark.gov.uk/darkskiesfestival

The Tenth Exmoor Dark Skies Festival launches from 
16 October to 1 November and it’s bigger than ever!
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Photograph courtesy of Dave Walden

The Lynmouth Whale
At around 8am on Tuesday, 9th August, I saw a Coast Guard pick-up truck with lights flashing being 
driven fast along The Esplanade at Lynmouth, it stopped at the far end of the car park by the rocks 
and was soon joined by a second Coast Guard vehicle. Out of curiosity I drove over to them to try 
to see what was happening, guessing that it was probably something bad. On the rocks of the 
beach was a huge whale, lying motionless on its back, there was a cut along its tail with blood 
streaming down. This is the only time I have seen a whale and it was one of the saddest things I 
have seen.

By Tuesday evening almost everyone in the country was aware of the ‘Lynmouth Whale’ as by 
then it had made national television news and images of it were being broadcast around the 
world over the internet. An autopsy was performed by an expert from the Zoological Society of 
London and it became known that the Fin Whale was 59 feet long and only 2 to 3 years old. 
Initial findings suggest that the whale died either from starvation or possibly from infection, it is 
still unclear whether it died stranded on the beach or if it was already dead when it landed on our 
shoreline.

On Wednesday morning a sizable crowd had gathered at the end of the Esplanade car park and 
at least half a dozen people asked me if I knew the whereabouts of the whale. Around midday, two 
visiting Americans politely asked me: “Sir, do you know the way to the whale?”  I can appreciate 
why people wanted to see the whale because most of us never get to see these mysterious 
animals; they spend their lives far off in the oceans and their sheer size and unfamiliarity to human 
eyes has the power to overawe us. At the same time there is inevitably something ghoulish about 
this event; this is after all turning the death of an unfortunate creature into a tourist spectacle. 

I hope that the whale’s presence has done something to increase awareness for marine life; its 
beauty and its fragility. 

Written by Iain Shillito for
The Lynton and Lynmouth Advertiser
August 2011

FIFTEEN YEARS AGO



Lynton and Lynmouth Bike Nights
are over for another year! 
From 16th April to 17th September, dedicated 
volunteers welcomed hundreds of riders on the 
third Thursday of each month, with many riders 
travelling long distances to attend. Thanks to 
the fantastic support and commitment from 
everyone involved, valuable funds have been 
raised for Blood Bikes South West and local 
causes. What a great community!

LYNMOUTH
SHANTY CREW
 Upcoming events

29 October
The Ancient Mariner
6–8 November
Boscastle Shanty Festival
20–21 November
St Ives Shanty Festival
5 December
Carols at Blackmoor Gate
28 December
 Private Gig, Holnicote Manor

https://www.lynmouthshantycrew.com
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Lynton Fire Service
August was an exciting month for Lynton 
Fire Station when a brand-new drill tower 
arrived.  A drill tower is an essenial piece
of equipment used by firefighters to carry out
a wide range of training exercises. 
This new equipment will give the  Lynton 
firefighters the opportunity to further 
develop their vital specialist skills.
Photograph: Facebook/Lynton Fire Service
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Radio Caroline
The official registered charity connected to 
Radio Caroline is MV Ross Revenge (Home of 
Radio Caroline), operating under Charity 
Number 1195589.  The Charity was formed in 
2023 and started with a Crowdfunder raising 
about £30,000. The ambition at that stage was 
to get to £250,000 and we finally achieved it, but 
by then we knew the boat needed much more 
money spent on it. 

We reached our next target of £500,000 and a 
shipyard quoted for the work they could do for 
that amount. Bits and pieces of money kept 
arriving and by the end of a fundraising 
weekend we had £600,000 and were in a 
position where we could ask the Lottery for 
another £250,000. Not all of this can be spent 
on the boat as around £100,000 has to go on 
future planning and other 'worthy' things and we 
should get their decision in the next two months. 
If they agree, we will then have around 
£750,000 to spend on the boat. The shipyard 
has quoted for additional work with all the work 
totalling £512,000, so there will should be 
money for other expenses. 

Peter Moore, September 2026 Photograph: National Historic Ships   

Lynmouth Reft Race cancelled 
Lynmouth Raft Race due to be held on 
29th August was cancelled due to unsafe 
sea and weather conditions.The planned 
flour-bag packing was also cancelled.
Lynmouth Sailing Club shared their 
disappointment and said safety had to 
come first. They sent a huge thank you 
to the fifteen raft teams, volunteers and 
everyone who helped support the event. 
They said "We'll be back!
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