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Market Overview
The real estate market in the United Arab Emirates, and specifically in

Dubai, is one of the most dynamic and open markets for foreign investors
globally. Unlike many other countries with strict regulations, the UAE has

proactively created a welcoming environment for international capital,
positioning itself as a safe haven and a global business hub.

As of late 2025, the market is in a period of unprecedented growth,
characterized by strong demand, a high volume of transactions, and steady
price and rental appreciation. This is largely driven by a significant influx of
high-net-worth individuals, progressive government policies, and the city’s

continued economic diversification.



1 Freehold Ownership
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UAE Real Estate
Market Overview

Foreigners can own property outright in
designated freehold zones across the UAE.
This gives them full ownership rights,
similar to a local citizen.

Tax-Friendly Environment
One of the most significant draws for

foreign investors is the absence of income
tax on rental earnings and capital gains tax

on the sale of property.5 This makes for a
highly attractive return on investment.



3 Golden Visa
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Market Overview 
for Foreign Investors

A major incentive is the long-term residency visa
tied to real estate investment. A property purchase
of at least AED 2 million (approximately $545,000
USD) qualifies an investor for 10-year Visa.

Strong Economic Fundamentals
The UAE's economy is thriving, supported

by robust trade, tourism, and a strategic
vision for the future.
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Deeper Look

The Dubai Market



The Dubai Market:
A Deeper Look

Dubai is the engine of the UAE's real estate
sector and the market that attracts the

most foreign investment. It has seen record-
breaking performance in 2024 and is on a

trajectory for continued, though
moderating, growth in 2025.



 Residential property prices in Dubai have seen a strong upward
trend, with some areas experiencing significant year-over-year
growth. Prices for villas have continued to outperform
apartments. Rental rates have also climbed, with average gross
rental yields remaining high, often between 5% and 9%.

 The off-plan market (properties sold before or during
construction) is particularly robust. A high percentage of
transactions are for off-plan units, reflecting investor
confidence in the future of the market and the attractive
payment plans offered by developers.

Off-Plan Dominance

Continued Price and Rental Growth
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Affordable Options
More affordable, family-friendly villa communities like Dubailand and
Jumeirah Village Circle are also seeing strong demand from both end-
users and investors.

Luxury & High-End
The luxury segment is performing exceptionally well. Areas like Palm
Jumeirah, Emirates Hills, and Downtown Dubai are attracting ultra-
high-net-worth individuals seeking premium assets.

High Rental Yields
For investors focused on rental income, areas like Dubai Marina,
Jumeirah Village Circle (JVC), and Business Bay offer strong returns,
particularly with the booming short-term rental market (Airbnb).



Legal and Transactional
Framework

Dubai's real estate legal framework is
designed for transparency and security. The
Dubai Land Department (DLD) and the Real

Estate Regulatory Agency (RERA) oversee
transactions.

 While there are no major ownership
restrictions for foreigners, it is crucial to

understand the legal process, which involves
a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) and

the final transfer of ownership at the DLD.



Contact for Purchase

In summary, the Dubai real estate market offers a compelling
investment proposition defined by its openness to foreigners, a
favorable tax environment, and strong capital appreciation and

rental yields.23 While the market is maturing and price growth may
moderate, its solid fundamentals make it an excellent choice for a

wide range of international investors.

Summary


