














































W H A T  W A S  H A R D

What the Year Asked of Us

Not every part of 2025 was easy, and it would not be honest to tell you it was. The same
drought that emptied the Panhandle and sent seven orphans into our care was hard, too,
on the elephants already with us. Some seasons ask more of a young elephant than its body
can give.

In 2025 we lost elephants we had hoped to raise all the way to the wild. We will not move
past that quickly, because the trust you place in us is built on the whole truth of a year, not
only its brightest parts. We felt each loss deeply, and so did the handlers who had fed and
walked and sat beside those babies.

And then there is Skondi, whose story holds both the hardest days of our year and the
reason we keep going.

Skondi came to us in August, rescued from near Sekondomboro village, where drought had
taken his mother and left him trailing a herd of donkeys and cattle. He was a year and a half
old and desperately weak. He could not stand for the eight-hour drive home, and our team
held him upright the entire way.

For a little while, he seemed to settle. He took his milk. He began to eat. We let ourselves
hope. And then, slowly, he started to slip. He kept losing weight no matter how much he was
fed, and one of his ears began to droop, then burned in the sun, then turned infected. We
moved him into intensive care. Our vet, Dr. Caron, tried everything, and his handler Kay
stayed beside him around the clock. There were days we were not sure he would make it.

Then, slowly, his ear began to lift. His weight came back. His spark came back. Today, the
little boy who once trailed donkeys through the dust is, in his caregivers’ own words, fat
and sassy.

We tell you about Skondi, and we tell you about the elephants we could not save, for the
same reason. You deserve the honest shape of our year. That is what your support holds up.

“Here is what we have learned about elephants. They are

determined in ways that will humble you.”
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