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★ VOTING IN TEXAS
Use this trusted, nonpartisan Voters Guide to avoid misinformation and disinformation. 
The League of Women Voters provides this guide for voters to hear directly from candi-
dates about the issues that matter most to them, compare candidates, and make informed 
decisions based on firsthand information rather than rumors or misleading claims.
The November 3, 2026, election in Texas is expected to focus on major issues shaping 
the state’s future, which will have an impact on the lives of all Texans.
This election will determine who: represents Texans in Congress; leads Texas at the 
state level; rules on important civil and criminal cases; oversees the state finances; 
manages usage of state lands; keeps our communities safe; enforces environmental 
regulations; administers programs related to school nutrition, rural communities, and 
disaster relief; and sets the Texas school curriculum.
Regardless of which party's primary election or convention you participated in, you 
may vote for candidates of any party in the November General Election.
Please remember to check your Congressional voting district, as some district boundar-
ies have changed over the past year. Also, be sure to verify your Early Voting and Elec-
tion Day polling locations before you vote. 

★ ABOUT THE VOTERS GUIDE
This Voters Guide is funded and published by the League of Women Voters of South 
Central Texas. The League never supports or opposes political candidates or politi-
cal parties. The League of Women Voters of South Central Texas publishes the Voters 
Guide to help each voter cast an informed vote. This Voters Guide contains informa-
tion about the voting process and the propositions and candidates who will appear on 
the ballots in our South Central Texas area.
No portion of this Voters Guide may be reproduced for use in political campaigns or 
advertising. Other proposed uses are permitted only with advance written authoriza-
tion of the League of Women Voters of South Central Texas.

EMPOWERING VOTERS. 
DEFENDING DEMOCRACY.

★ VOTE411
The online, interactive version of the Voters Guide is at VOTE411​.org. By enter-
ing your address, you can view races and candidates on your ballot, compare can-
didate responses to unbiased questions posed by the League and create a print-out 
of your choices to take to the polls.
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BE A TEXAS VOTER
Your vote is your voice. Below are the ways to exercise your right to vote. Which-
ever way you choose to vote, be sure you are registered by checking at VoteTexas.
gov. You must be registered before you can vote!

VOTE BY MAIL
You can vote by mail if you are: 65 years or older; sick or disabled; out of the 
county during early voting and on Election Day; expecting to give birth within 3 
weeks before or after Election Day; in jail, but otherwise eligible to vote.

VOTE IN PERSON
During early voting, you may vote at any polling place. On Election Day, in some 
counties, you can vote at any polling place; in other counties, you can vote only at 
your precinct. You can find polling places on your county election website or at 
VOTE411.org.

VOTE IN PERSON – CURBSIDE VOTING
If you are physically unable to enter the polling place without personal assistance 
or likelihood of injuring your health, you may park at the curbside voting parking 
space and call the number that is posted to ask that an election officer bring a bal-
lot to your car.

VOTER ID: WHAT TO TAKE TO THE POLLS
You may use one of seven forms of photo ID: Texas Driver License; Texas Election 
Identification Certificate; Texas Personal Identification Card issued by the Depart-
ment of Public Safety (DPS); Texas Handgun License issued by DPS; U.S. Military 
Identification card containing your photograph; U.S. Citizenship Certificate con-
taining your photograph; U.S. Passport (book or card).
Note: IDs may be expired up to four years; Persons 70 years or older may use an 
expired ID, regardless of expiration date; ID address does not have to match the 
voter registration address; The name on the photo ID should match the name on the 
list of registered voters or be “substantially similar”. If your name doesn’t match 
exactly, you can still vote but will need to sign a form stating you are the person on 
the list of registered voters.
If you are registered but do not have a photo ID and cannot reasonably obtain one, 
you may sign a form and present alternative documentation. Learn more at lwvtexas.
org/voterid.

HELPFUL CONTACTS AND WEBSITES
League of Women Voters of South Central Texas
lwvsouthcentraltx.org
League of Women Voters of Texas
lwvtexas.org
Texas Secretary of State
VoteTexas.gov
Your County Election Website
Colorado: https://www.co.colorado.tx.us/page/colorado.elections 
DeWitt: https://www.co.dewitt.tx.us/page/elections 
Fayette: https://www.co.fayette.tx.us/page/fayette.elections 
Gonzales: https://www.co.gonzales.tx.us/page/gonzales.elections.admin 
Lavaca: https://www.co.lavaca.tx.us/page/elections

Election Protection
866OURVOTE.org

VOTERS GUIDE POLICY 
HIGHLIGHTS
•	 For the races covered in the Voters Guide, all candidates on the ballot with op-

ponents on the ballot are invited to participate. For races in which a candidate 
on the ballot has only write-in opponents, the League attempts to reach out to 
all candidates in that race so their responses can be published on VOTE411​.org 
only (not in the printed guide).

•	 Candidate replies are printed without editing or verification. The League as-
sumes no responsibility for the content of the candidate responses.

•	 Negative references to opponents, including officeholders, or specific persons 
are not allowed.

•	 If a response does not meet the criteria listed in this Voters Guide, in place of 
a response or portion of a response that does not meet the criteria, the Voters 
Guide will state “Response removed; does not meet criteria” or “Portion of re-
sponse removed; does not meet criteria”.

•	 The Voters Guide is organized by office, with candidates listed by party. For 
general elections, candidates are listed in ballot order.

For the complete LWV Texas Voters Guide policy, see lwvtexas​.org.

VOTERS GUIDE SUPPORTERS
Voters Guides are funded by the League of Women Voters of South Central Texas, 
a 501(c)(3) corporation that is supported by contributions and grants. We deeply ap-
preciate everyone who provided support and funding to make this Voters Guide 
possible. 

We extend our sincere gratitude to the Fayette County Record staff for their ongo-
ing support and assistance with printing. The League of Women Voters of South 
Central Texas also thanks the League of Women Voters of Texas for providing es-
sential information about candidates running in statewide races in this election.

LWV OF SOUTH CENTRAL TEXAS 
BOARD & LEADERSHIP TEAM

Janis Richardson (Lavaca County) – Founder & Co-President
Helen Niesner (Fayette County) – Co-President & Women Making History
Cindy Meredith (Lavaca County) – Treasurer & VOTE411 Coordinator
Susan Weber (DeWitt County) – Secretary
Jaci Elliott (Lavaca County) – Membership & Adopt-a-Highway Coordinator
Belinda Pustka (Lavaca County) – Development/Lavaca County Liaison
Karen Bookout (Fayette County) – Fayette County Liaison
Carolyn McCrory (Fayette County) – Fayette County Liaison
Marilyn Vandeveer (DeWitt County) – DeWitt County Liaison
Janice MacBride (Colorado County) – Colorado County Liaison
Catherine Burns (Fayette County) – Voters Guide Coordinator

League of Women Voters of South Central Texas
PO Box 78, Hallettsville, TX 77964
Phone: 361-772-3228
Email: contactus@lwvsouthcentraltx.org
Website: lwvsouthcentraltx.org
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★ COLORADO COUNTY
Rebecka LaCourse, Elections Administrator
Phone: 979-732-6860
www.co.colorado.tx.us/page/colorado.elections

EARLY VOTING
Monday, 10/19, to Friday, 10/30, 7 am–7 pm
Except: Sunday, 10/25, 10 am–4 pm

Cast your early vote at any of these locations:
•	 Election Center (Main) 

1117 Travis St., Columbus
•	 Weimar City Hall (Branch) 

106 E. Main St., Weimar
•	 EL Community Center (Branch) 

100 N. Walnut, Eagle Lake

ELECTION DAY VOTING
Tuesday, 11/3, 7 am–7 pm

You may vote at any of the following locations on 
election day:
•	 Weimar City Hall 

106 E. Main, Weimar
•	 Colorado County Election Center 

1117 Travis St., Columbus
•	 Eagle Lake Community Center 

100 N. Walnut, Eagle Lake
•	 Nada Community Center – St. Mary's 

7825 Hwy 71, Nada
•	 Frelsburg VFD 

1669 FM 109, New Ulm

WHEN AND WHERE TO VOTE
★ DEWITT COUNTY
Deidra McCollum, Elections Administrator
Phone: 361-275-0859
www.co.dewitt.tx.us/page/elections

EARLY VOTING
Monday, 10/19 to Friday, 10/23, 8 am–5 pm
Saturday, 10/24, 7 am–7 pm
Sunday, 10/25, 12 pm–6 pm
Monday 10/26 to Friday, 10/30, 7 am–7 pm

Cast your early vote at this one location:
•	 Elections Administration Office, Weber Annex 

115 N. Gonzales St., Suite A, Cuero

ELECTION DAY VOTING
Tuesday, 11/3, 7 am–7 pm

You may vote at any of the following locations on 
election day:
•	 Cuero Regional Hospital, Education Classroom 

2550 N. Esplanade, Cuero
•	 Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic Church,  

Parish Hall 
207 Graham St., Cuero

•	 Cuero Park Clubhouse 
201 Leonard Roy Harmon Dr., Cuero

•	 Harry O. Gibson Center 
712 Forest St., Yoakum

•	 St. Paul Lutheran Church, Fellowship Hall 
234 N. Gohmert St., Yorktown

•	 St. Paul Lutheran Church, Fellowship Hall 
313 Chaparral St., Nordheim

•	 St. John Lutheran Church, Fellowship Hall 
1764 Meyersville Rd., Meyersville

★ FAYETTE COUNTY
Donna Macik, Elections Administrator
Phone: 979-968-6563
www.co.fayette.tx.us/page/fayette.elections

EARLY VOTING
Monday, 10/19 to Friday, 10/23, 8 am–5 pm
Saturday, 10/24, 7 am–7 pm
Sunday, 10/25, 10 am–4 pm
Monday, 10/26 to Friday, 10/30, 7 am–7 pm

Cast your early vote at this one location:
•	 Fayette County Elections Office 

275 S. Ellinger Rd., La Grange

The early voting room is located at the back of the 
building.

ELECTION DAY VOTING
Tuesday, 11/3, 7 am–7 pm

You must vote at your assigned location on election 
day:
•	 Precinct 101 – North La Grange 

La Grange City Hall Council Chambers 
155 E. Colorado St., La Grange

•	 Precinct 110 – Warda 
Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
600 FM 1482, Warda

•	 Precinct 112 – Plum 
St. Peter & Paul Parish Church Hall 
136 Plum Church Rd., West Points

•	 Precinct 201 – East La Grange 
La Grange Church of Christ 
646 E. Hwy 71 Business, La Grange

•	 Precinct 204 – Fayetteville 
Fayette Community Center 
202 West Main, Fayetteville

•	 Precinct 207 – Round Top 
Round Top American Legion Hall 
1503 North SH 237, Round Top

•	 Precinct 301 – West La Grange 
St. Paul's Lutheran Church Education Building 
427 S. Washington, La Grange

•	 Precinct 315 – Cistern 
St. Cyril & Methodius Parish 
113 Manchester, Cistern

•	 Precinct 316 – Flatonia 
Flatonia Civic Center 
208 E. North Main, Flatonia

ALLOWED
•	 Notes on paper

NOT ALLOWED
•	 Cell phones, cameras, tablets, 

laptops, sound recorders, or 
any other device that may be 

used to record sound or images
•	 Firearms
•	 Apparel or a similar communica-

tive device relating to a candidate, 
measure, or political party, regard-
less of whether they are on the 
ballot or not

REMINDER ABOUT POLLING PLACE RULES
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WHEN AND WHERE TO VOTE
•	 Precinct 422 – Ammannsville 

Ammannsville KJT Hall 
7904 Mensik Rd., Schulenburg

•	 Precinct 423 – Holman 
Holman Parish Hall 
9937 FM 155, La Grange

•	 Precinct 425 – Schulenburg 
Schulenburg Public Library 
310 Simpson St., Schulenburg

★ GONZALES COUNTY
Gwen Schaefer, Elections Administrator
Phone: 830-519-4054
www.co.gonzales.tx.us/page/gonzales.elections.admin

EARLY VOTING
Monday, 10/19 to Friday, 10/23, 8 am–6 pm
Saturday, 10/24, 7 am–7 pm
Sunday, 10/25, 9 am–3 pm
Monday, 10/26 to Friday, 10/30, 7 am–7 pm

Cast your early vote at any of these locations:
•	 Randle-Rather Building 

427 St. George St., Gonzales
•	 Nixon City Hall 

302 E. Central, Nixon
•	 Waelder City Hall 

300 Hwy 90 W, Waelder

ELECTION DAY VOTING
Tuesday, 11/3, 7 am–7 pm

You must vote at your assigned location on election day:
•	 Precincts 1 & 15 

Randle-Rather Building 
427 St. George St., Gonzales

•	 Precinct 2 
Emmanuel Fellowship & School 
1817 St. Lawrence, Gonzales

•	 Precinct 3 
Gonzales City Hall 
820 St. Joseph, Gonzales

•	 Precincts 4 & 6 
Nixon Annex 
302 E. Central, Nixon

•	 Precinct 5 
Belmont Community Center 
14335 Hwy 90A W, Gonzales

•	 Precinct 7 
Texas Elks Hospital 
1963 FM 1586, Gonzales

•	 Precinct 8 
Harwood Community Center 
101 CR 230 N, Harwood

•	 Precinct 9 
Waelder City Hall 
300 Hwy 90 W, Waelder

•	 Precinct 10 
Smiley Fire Station 
208 N FM 108, Smiley

•	 Precinct 11 
Peach Valley Camp 
582 CR 357, Gonzales

•	 Precinct 12 
Gonzales Chamber of Commerce 
204 St. Louis St., Gonzales

•	 Precinct 13 
Leesville Cemetery Association 
6077 CR 155, Leesville

•	 Precinct 14 
Cheapside Community Center 
18 CR 297 A, Cheapside

★ LAVACA COUNTY
Tenia Hudson, Elections Administrator
Phone: 361-798-3594
www.co.lavaca.tx.us/page/elections

EARLY VOTING
Monday, 10/19 to Friday, 10/23, 8 am–5 pm
Saturday, 10/24, 7 am–7 pm
Sunday, 10/25, 8 am–2 pm
Monday, 10/26 to Friday, 10/30, 7 am–7 pm

Cast your early vote at this one location:
•	 Lavaca County Courthouse Annex 

412 N. Texana, Hallettsville

ELECTION DAY VOTING
Tuesday, 11/3, 7 am–7 pm

You must vote at your assigned location on  
election day:
•	 Precinct 101 

Lavaca County Courthouse 
109 N. La Grange St., Hallettsville

•	 Precinct 102 
Senior Citizens Center 

326 S. La Grange St., Hallettsville
•	 Precinct 208 

Moravia Parish Hall 
11175 FM 957, Schulenburg

•	 Precinct 309 
Shiner Baptist Church 
120 W. 15th St., Shiner

•	 Precinct 311 
Sweet Home Community Center 
348 County Road 391, Sweet Home

•	 Precinct 416 
Hope Community Hall 
122 CR 413A, Yoakum

•	 Precinct 119 
Vienna Baptist Church 
2767 CR 125, Hallettsville

•	 Precinct 223 
Moulton Community Center 
102 Veterans Dr., Moulton

•	 Precinct 329 
Hoffie & Lank Wolters Shiner Public Library 
Cultural Center 
115 E. Wolters/2nd St., Shiner

•	 Precinct 430 
Yoakum First United Methodist Church 
1026 E. Gonzales, Yoakum

•	 Precinct 231 
Lavaca County Courthouse Annex 
412 N. Texana, Hallettsville
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FEDERAL, STATE, AND DISTRICT RACES
The races on the following pages will shape the laws and policies that affect every Texan. They 
include our representatives in the U.S. Congress, statewide offices such as Governor, Lieutenant 
Governor, the Texas House and Senate, and judicial districts that serve our area.
Your ballot will show only the districts where you live. Candidates' answers appear in their own 
words, unedited, as submitted to the League.

106 years of showing up. Every single election.
It was true then. It's true now: voting matters.
Same message, new era. Please vote.
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U.S. SENATE
Six-year term. One of two members of the U.S. Senate from Texas. With the U.S. House, the Senate makes laws; 
raises revenues, appropriates federal funds and manages the federal debt; regulates commerce among states and 
with other nations; declares war and maintains and regulates the military; establishes the federal court system and 
defines federal crimes; and directs the census every ten years. The Senate has the exclusive power to advise and 
consent on presidential nominations to executive and judicial offices, to ratify U.S. treaties, and to try impeachments. 
Current annual salary: $174,000

★ QUESTIONS TO CANDIDATES
Qualifications: What training, experience, and characteristics qualify you for 
this position?
Economy: What policies would you support to reduce income inequality and ex-
pand economic opportunity?
Balance of Power: What specific actions would you take to protect the Consti-
tution’s system of checks and balances?

Healthcare: What specific steps would you take to make healthcare more afford-
able for American families?
Voting Rights: What voting rights legislation would you support to ensure vot-
ers’ ability to participate in our democratic processes?

James Talarico (D)
Qualifications: I’m a former middle school teacher, Presbyte-
rian seminarian, and Texas State Representative. I’ve passed bi-
partisan bills to lower the cost of prescription drugs, child care, 
and housing.
Economy: We need a government that serves working people in-
stead of giant corporations by: closing tax loopholes that billion-

aires and corporations exploit, raising the corporate tax, raising the tax on cor-
porate stock buybacks, passing a cost-of-living tax cut, and incentivizing raising 
wages by creating a tax on corporations that pay their top executives more than 250 
times their median worker’s salary.
Balance of Power: I will prioritize legislation to cap campaign contributions at 
every level of government, ban dark money groups and super PACs, and ban par-
tisan gerrymandering so that every American has an equal say in our politics and 
our policymaking. I will outlaw Congressional stock trading and impose term lim-

its on Supreme Court Justices and Members of Congress — and hold them to high 
ethical standards.
Healthcare: In the legislature, I capped insulin at $25 and imported cheaper 
drugs into the US. As Senator, I’ll ensure every American can access a pub-
lic healthcare option, cap copays for more prescription drugs, protect reproduc-
tive care, save rural hospitals, and break up the healthcare monopolies driving up 
prices. I’ll protect Medicaid, Medicare, and the Affordable Care Act and fully fund 
the VA.
Voting Rights: In the Legislature, I broke quorum twice to fight back against 
gerrymandering and defend the freedom to vote. In the Senate, I will cap campaign 
contributions, ban dark money groups and super PACs, and ban partisan gerryman-
dering so that every American has an equal say in our politics and our policymak-
ing. We must also pass the John Lewis Voting Rights Advancement Act to protect 
our right to vote.
Campaign Website: jamestalarico​.com

Ken Paxton (R)
Qualifications: Prior to Attorney General, I was a legislator and 
business owner. As a dad to three amazing daughters and a great 
son, I know politics has real consequences. So I lead with Texans 
at the forefront.
Economy: The American Dream is slowly slipping away, and 
with it, economic opportunity. That’s why my “Protecting the 

Texas Promise” plan will help Americans as costs continue to skyrocket. My plan 
will provide the largest tax relief in a generation and put thousands of dollars back 
in Texans’ pockets to buy a home, raise a family, and live a healthy lifestyle with-
out struggling.
Balance of Power: As your next Senator from Texas, I look forward to vot-
ing to confirm judges who will strictly uphold the Constitution and the rule of law, 
not legislate from the federal bench. Further, one of the most sacred check-and-

balances we have as Americans is our election system. That’s why I look forward 
to working to protect our democracy and our elections.
Healthcare: While chronic illness continues to rise, corporations continue to 
profit. America continues to spend more than any other nation on healthcare, and 
the results do not align. That’s why as Attorney General, I repeatedly took on Big 
Pharma for their deceptive practices, and as Senator I look forward to continuing to 
fight for healthier outcomes, transparency, and accountability in healthcare.
Voting Rights: Every citizen in the U.S. has the right to vote and to know that 
their vote counts. When a criminal illegal alien commits voter fraud, every cit-
izen’s vote is disenfranchised. That’s why I look forward to working to pass the 
Save America Act that will require voter ID for federal elections; because it will 
preserve the faith and trust in our electoral process that every citizen deserves.
Campaign Website: KenPaxton​.com

Ted Brown (L)
Qualifications: I’ve been an activist for liberty my entire adult 
life, promoting personal freedom, economic freedom, and an anti-
war foreign policy. My professional experience has been in the in-
surance industry.
Economy: More economic opportunity will lead to reduced in-
come inequality. I strongly support small business and entrepre-

neurship and want people to be able to easily start their own businesses without all 

kinds of licensing and red tape to hold them back. We need to encourage job cre-
ation with lower taxes and less business regulation. We need to encourage more 
young people to learn high-paying trades.
Balance of Power: Congress needs to re-assert their constitutional role as the 
legislative branch. I oppose presidents governing by executive order, since this vi-
olates the Constitution. Executive orders should need congressional approval to go 
into effect. Congress has abdicated their warmaking powers, and presidents ignore 
any oversight. Congress must cut off war funding to rein in the President.
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U.S. HOUSE OF 
REPRESENTATIVES

Two-year term. The United States House of Representatives has 435 seats and is the lower chamber of 
the U.S. Congress. Representatives serve a specific geographic area of a state; they are responsible for 
creating, debating, and voting on bills that become law for the United States; creating and voting on an 
annual budget; and overseeing the administration of public policy by serving on committees.

★ QUESTIONS TO CANDIDATES
Qualifications: What training, experience, and characteristics qualify you for 
this position?
Balance of Power: How would you work to preserve the Constitution's system 
of checks and balances and ensure government remains accountable to the people? 
What additional safeguards, if any, do you believe are needed?

Immigration: What policy changes would you propose to make the US immigra-
tion system more effective and humane?
Priorities: What other priorities do you see that are necessary to build an econ-
omy that works toward the well-being of all?

U.S. HOUSE DISTRICT 15: The U.S. House of Representatives Texas District 15 serves 13 counties: Bee, Brooks, DeWitt, Goliad, Gonzales, Jim 
Wells, Karnes, Lavaca, Live Oak, Refugio, San Patricio, Wilson, and part of Hidalgo.

Bobby Pulido (D)
Qualifications: I was born and raised in Edinburg, where I’m 
raising my own family. I studied political science at St. Mary’s 
planning to go into law, but music pulled me in a different direc-
tion, and for 30 years I sang about South Texas — our culture, 
struggles, and values. Watching TX-15 get left behind by Monica 
De La Cruz pushed me into this next chapter. Since my campaign 

launched, I’ve done 500+ events across all 11 counties, listening to South Texans 
about the issues impacting them most. As a husband, father, musician, and small 
business owner, I’ve learned to listen, take responsibility, and show up for my com-
munity. These are values I’ll bring to Washington to make government work for 
South Texas. 
Balance of Power: My first duty in office is to uphold the Constitution. I will 
defend our system of coequal branches, protect Congress’s power of the purse, re-
spect lawful election results, and conduct real oversight no matter who controls the 
White House. I support stronger ethics rules, protections for inspectors general and 
whistleblowers, and meaningful enforcement of congressional subpoenas so the 

public can hold government accountable. But accountability starts with access. TX-
15 has just two offices, leaving families across the district hours from their repre-
sentative. I’ll work to open more offices, put staff in every county, and — unlike 
my opponent Monica De La Cruz — hold real in-person town halls.
Immigration: As someone who lives in and is running to represent a border dis-
trict, I support a tough, but fair immigration policy. We can have both a secure bor-
der and enforcement that keeps violent criminals off our streets, while also treating 
people with dignity. These shouldn’t be mutually exclusive. I will push to modern-
ize our ports of entry with more officers, agriculture specialists, and technology 
to stop cartels and drug trafficking while keeping lawful trade moving. We need 
more immigration judges so cases are decided fairly and on time and I support an 
earned path to citizenship for Dreamers and families who have lived here for years, 
worked hard, and played by the rules.
Priorities: Down here, the economy isn’t numbers on a board on Wall Street. It’s 
what we feel at the pump and in the grocery store buying fajitas, milk, and eggs. 
We work hard in South Texas. We don't expect handouts, but we deserve a fair 
shot. I will stand up to the corporations that gouge prices, lower prescription drug 

Monica De La Cruz (R) No response received

U.S. SENATE (continued)

Healthcare: We need less government in healthcare, since that involvement drives 
up costs. Obamacare should be repealed. Insurance companies should be able to of-
fer different types of policies, like catastrophic care. Consumers should be able to 
buy drugs from other countries. Open up medical training to more students to be-
come doctors to allow more competition. Less red tape and regulation is needed.

Voting Rights: Voter choice is limited by laws that make it hard for alternative 
party candidates to run for office. I would make it easier to run. It should be easier 
to vote, both in person or by mail. I reject Republican voter fraud paranoia and see 
no evidence that ineligible people have been voting. I oppose the SAVE Act, since 
there’s no reason to make it hard for people to register to vote.
Campaign Website: tedbrown​.org

Ted Brown (L) (continued)

Avery Ayers (WI)
Please see VOTE411.org for responses.

Bradford “Brad” Hall (WI)
Please see VOTE411.org for responses.

Zul Mohamed (WI)
Please see VOTE411.org for responses.

Jade Simmons (Independent) (WI)
Please see VOTE411.org for responses.
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U.S. HOUSE DISTRICT 27: The U.S. House of Representatives Texas District 27 serves 17 counties: Austin, Bastrop, Caldwell, Calhoun, Colorado, 
Fayette, Jackson, Matagorda, Victoria, Washington, Wharton, and part of Aransas, Hays, Nueces, Refugio, San Patricio, and Travis.

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES (continued)

★ QUESTIONS TO CANDIDATES
Qualifications: What education/training and experience qualify you for this 
position?
Election Integrity: What should be Congress’s role in protecting all eligible citi-
zens’ access to voting while ensuring election integrity?
Energy and Environment: Are there Congressional actions necessary to ensure 
America has reliable, affordable energy while protecting the environment?

Public Lands: What should the role of Congress be regarding public lands?
Separation of Powers: In your opinion, how should Congress maintain the sep-
aration of powers between the executive and legislative branches?
National Debt: What is your position on federal spending priorities and strate-
gies for addressing the national debt?

Tanya Lloyd (D)
Qualifications: I've taught kindergarten and first grade in ru-
ral Texas for 20 years, watching federal policy play out in the 
daily lives of working families. My husband Scott and I led our lo-
cal 4-H club. We support FFA, and help fund scholarships for lo-
cal students. I grew up on, and still live on, the family farm my 

parents built with my father's VA benefits. I've driven 50,000+ miles across ev-
ery county of TX-27 listening to voters, and building real campaign infrastructure. 
Congress needs a kindergarten teacher: someone who listens, tells the truth, and 
puts people first. 
Election Integrity: Congress must protect every eligible citizen's right to vote; 
that is how you protect election integrity. I support restoring the Voting Rights Act, 
automatic, same-day, and online voter registration, and mail-in voting for all. The 
real threat to integrity isn't voters, it's partisan gerrymandering that lets politicians 
pick their voters instead of the reverse. I support banning partisan gerrymander-
ing and creating independent redistricting commissions so district lines are drawn 
fairly. Democracy works when every legal vote is counted, clearly and without ob-
struction, under fair rules.
Energy and Environment: Yes. I support an "All of the Above" energy strat-
egy: high-paying jobs in solar, wind, hydrogen, and geothermal, while keeping our 
traditional energy sectors the cleanest and most efficient in the world. Texas should 
lead the nation's energy transition. But reliability and affordability start with pro-
tecting the grid: unchecked AI data center growth is driving up rural utility bills 

and straining water and farmland. I've called for a federal moratorium on new data 
centers until we ensure they won't harm communities, resources, or ratepayers. En-
ergy policy should serve people here first, not big tech.
Public Lands: Congress's most urgent public-lands job right now is stopping the 
bulldozers tearing through Big Bend National Park. In June, an amendment was 
put forward in the House Appropriations Committee that would have barred DHS 
from bulldozing through Big Bend National Park and State Park, while maintaining 
sensors and cameras for border security. Some places are too precious to bulldoze 
for a wall that covers less than 1% of border crossings. I would have voted to pro-
tect Big Bend, and I'll fight to stop this destruction in Congress.
Separation of Powers: Congress has let too much of its own constitutional au-
thority slip away. This is especially true for war powers by refusing to assert Con-
gress's authority over unauthorized war. The Constitution gives Congress, not the 
executive, power to declare war, and Congress must reclaim that authority. We 
must apply that same principle across the board to ensure that Congress is not writ-
ing blank checks for authoritarian policies that threaten our way of life. 
National Debt: We must ensure billionaires and big corporations pay their fair 
share instead of shifting the burden onto working families. I'd raise the Social Se-
curity tax cap so the ultra-wealthy don't stop contributing at $184,500 of income. 
On spending, I'd prioritize childcare, rural hospitals, schools, and infrastructure. 
Instead of spending billions for unauthorized war and tax cuts for billionaires and 
corporations, I'd focus on the needs here at home in our district. 
Campaign Website: www.tanyafortexas.com

Michael Cloud (R) No response received

Wayne Raasch (WI)
Please see VOTE411.org for responses.

costs, and protect Medicaid, Medicare, and Social Security. I’ll work to put a stop 
to reckless tariffs and forever wars that leave us footing the bill. I’ll cut red tape for 
small businesses and invest in apprenticeships that lead to good paying jobs here at 

home. And I’ll work to close loopholes on our tax system because paying your fair 
share is patriotic, including for the wealthiest.
Campaign Website: bobbypulidofortexas.com

Bobby Pulido (D) (continued)
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★ QUESTIONS TO CANDIDATES
Qualifications: What training, experience, and characteristics qualify you for 
this position?

Healthcare: What would you do to make health care more affordable for Texans?

Immigration: How would you address immigration issues affecting our state while 
ensuring all individuals within our borders have access to due process protections?

Education: What would you do to ensure that public schools are adequately and 
reliably funded?

Elections: As Governor, how would you empower voters to participate in 
democracy?

GOVERNOR
Four-year term. The governor is the chief executive of the state. The governor appoints members to boards and com-
missions; appoints statewide executive officials, and, when vacancies occur, state judges and district attorneys; delivers 
the State of the State address; provides guidance to the legislature; calls special sessions of the legislature and sets the 
agenda. The governor can veto legislation (including a line-item veto on appropriations), sign legislation, or allow it to 
become law without their signature. Current salary: $153,750

Gina Hinojosa (D)
Qualifications: I’m running for governor to build opportunity, 
not division. As a civil rights attorney, public education advocate, 
and legislator, I’ve spent my career delivering for working Texans.
Healthcare: Every Texan deserves affordable, high-quality 
health care. I’ll deliver billions for local health systems and will 

expand coverage, insure every Texas child, and rein in insurers that profit from 
bad-faith denials and prior authorization red tape. We need transparency and ac-
countability so families get the care they already paid for.
Immigration: We can secure the border while treating immigrants humanely 
and protecting due process. Longtime, law-abiding residents should have a path 
to legal status. Fear-driven crackdowns that separate law abiding families and de-

ter witnesses from cooperating with law enforcement make communities less 
safe, not more.
Education: I’ve fought Abbott’s voucher scheme and for real, reliable funding for 
neighborhood public schools. As governor, I’ll wipe clean the corrupt vendor con-
tracts to raise teacher pay, end the voucher scam, and ensure Texans’ taxpayer dol-
lars go where they belong: into the neighborhood schools families depend on.
Elections: I’ve filed and supported dozens of bills to expand voting access, in-
cluding online voter registration and better ballot access for students. I led the 2021 
quorum break to protect Sunday voting and oppose barriers targeting eligible vot-
ers. I also support an independent redistricting commission so politicians can’t pick 
their voters.
Campaign Website: www​.ginafortexas​.com

Greg Abbott (R) No response received

Pat Dixon (L)
Qualifications: Twice elected to city council Served 10 
years as chair of Libertarian Party of Texas Have held ex-
ecutive positions in political, nonprofit, and industry 
https://​www​.linkedin​.com​/in​/dixonpatrick/
Healthcare: The governor has leverage over health-care afford-

ability, but many of the biggest changes require the Legislature, and some require 
cooperation from the federal government. Allowing more choice and competition 
will lower prices. While restrictions to new hospitals and health care have been re-
duced, I defend the free market. Open the market to new competitors and lower 
cost providers.
Immigration: If you are peaceful and productive, welcome Trump has 
dramatically reduced border crossings, but the ends don’t justify the 

means. Praising Trump for these results while killing and harassing peo-
ple is like being happy if crime was eliminated by putting everyone in prison. 
https://​patdixon​.org​/the​-border/
Education: Ideally, I would like a statewide scholarship. Every child would be 
given the same amount of money to follow them to any school. This would resolve 
the Robin Hood (Chapter 41) disputes and remove politically motivated testing 
mandates. https://​patdixon​.org​/parent​-teacher​-empowerment/
Elections: When you can only choose one candidate on the ballot, the in-
centive is for candidates to attack each other. There is no incentive for com-
mon ground. I favor Approval Voting, where you can vote for any candi-
date you approve of. https://​patdixon​.org​/non​-partisan​-redistricting/ 
https://​patdixon​.org​/approval​-voting/ https://​patdixon​.org​/election​-integrity/
Campaign Website: patdixon​.org/

Edward Earl Giles (WI)
Please see VOTE411.org for responses.

Jenn Mack (WI)
Please see VOTE411.org for responses.

Jinghpaw Majoishingra (WI)
Please see VOTE411.org for responses.

Mike Miller (WI)
Please see VOTE411.org for responses.
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★ QUESTIONS TO CANDIDATES
Qualifications: What training, experience, and characteristics qualify you for this 
position?
Women’s Health: What changes need to be made to Texas abortion laws to ensure 
women have access to proper medical care in the event of pregnancy complications?
Water: What legislation would you support to address the electricity and water de-

mands of data centers while maintaining reliability and affordability for Texans?
Education: What would you do to ensure that public schools are adequately and re-
liably funded?
Elections: What election legislation would you bring to the floor?

LIEUTENANT 
GOVERNOR

Four-year term. The lieutenant governor is powerful because of their position as president of the Texas Senate, where they appoint 
the chairs and vice-chairs of committees; appoint senators to committees; assign bills to committees; and control the Senate’s 
agenda. The lieutenant governor is also a member of several commissions and boards, and serves as governor in the governor’s 
absence. The salary is that of a State Senator when serving as President of the Texas Senate and that of the Governor when 
serving in that capacity. Current salary: $7,200 plus $221 for every day the Legislature is in session, including special sessions.

Vikki Goodwin (D)
Qualifications: I’ve served 8 years in the TX Legislature and 
have worked across the aisle to pass meaningful laws. I’m a small 
business owner, mom, wife, involved community leader, graduate 
of UT & the LBJ School.
Women’s Health: Too many women are dying in Texas due to 

pregnancy complications. Texas has the highest number of deaths in the US due to 
pregnancy/postpartum issues. Women need to be able to make their own personal, 
private healthcare decisions in consultation with their doctors, and doctors need to 
be able to practice their full scope of medicine without fear of losing their license 
or going to prison.
Water: Legislation should: 1) require data center developers to provide informa-
tion about how much water and energy they will use and where it will come from, 
2) ensure costs for new transmission are not pushed onto household ratepayers, 

3) end all data center sales tax exemptions, 4) allow counties land use authority and 
strengthen in cities, 5) ensure energy and water needs don’t exceed capacity.
Education: The Texas Constitution calls for the provision of a free public educa-
tion, not private education. I would end the voucher program in order to better fund 
our public schools. We must catch up to inflation; increase the basic allotment to 
at least $7500/student with a provision to keep up with inflation through automatic 
adjustments. Simplify the formula, and base it on enrollment not attendance.
Elections: I would bring: 1) online voter registration, 2) improvements to vote 
by mail: no numbers required on the back of the envelope, online mail-in ballot re-
quest processing, 3) college student IDs accepted as forms of identification, and 
4) improved high school civics classes. Given the recent attempts to decrease the 
number of polling locations in some counties, better polling location requirements.
Campaign Website: Goodwin4Texas​.com

Dan Patrick (R) No response received

Kevin McCormick (G)
Qualifications: I have a degree in Political Science and a Law 
degree. I have practiced law, worked in agriculture, managed 
small business, and taught high school math. I am familiar with 
all the regions of Texas.
Women’s Health: I have a detailed proposal on public health. I fa-

vor expansion of FQHC clinics, taking full advantage of Medicaid, and expanding ac-
cess. I would seek to repeal laws that discourage specializing in women’s care or sin-
gle out providers who offer abortion related services. I believe abortion is primarily the 
choice of the woman up to about 24 weeks. Also, it should be easier to have children.
Water: I am opposed to tax breaks or incentives to data centers and they should 
pay for any increased capacity they require. Water use should be strictly limited 
and pollution forbidden. I am skeptical of the business case for data centers. I be-

lieve they are part of the AI bubble and an example of Wall Street mal-investment 
and of how our monetary system is not appropriate for the future.
Education: The state wastes a lot of money with high-stakes testing and exces-
sive bureaucracy, which should be spent on teacher and parent resources and the 
well being of students. The voucher program is a threat to public education funding 
and should be repealed or at least means tested. I would consider the state acquir-
ing school district bond debt and collecting only the principal, waiving interest.
Elections: I have a detailed election code reform proposal. I propose ranked-
choice voting, a statewide primary for four parties and independents, reduced can-
didate filing fees, more polling places with better access, and a constitutional 
amendment with rules for electoral districts to eliminate gerrymandering. The vot-
ers’ power in democracy must be restored.
Campaign Website: kmm2026​.org

Anthony Cristo (L) No response received

Arturo Espinosa (WI)
Please see VOTE411.org for responses.

Stephen Samuelson (WI)
Please see VOTE411.org for responses.
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★ QUESTIONS TO CANDIDATES
Qualifications: What training, experience, and characteristics qualify you for this 
position?
Elections: How would you protect Texans’ voting rights while maintaining election 
security?
Immigration: How would you address immigration issues affecting our state while 

ensuring all individuals in Texas have access to due process protections?
Ethics: How would you increase public trust that the office is acting fairly and 
ethically?
Litigation: What is your position on legal actions against other states that provide 
abortion medications?

ATTORNEY GENERAL
Four-year term. The attorney general is the chief law enforcement officer of the state; represents the 
state and state officials in legal matters; issues opinions; oversees collection of child support; admin-
isters the crime victims compensation fund; enforces the open records/open meetings acts; approves 
public bond issues; and enforces consumer regulations. Current salary: $153,750

Nathan Johnson (D)
Qualifications: As a Texas state senator, I passed more than 
100 bills affecting virtually every policy space; built coalitions 
and led with independence and political judgment; commercial 
litigation practice.
Elections: Enforce existing election security laws without bias 

or political motive. Work closely with counties to ensure all rules are followed, 
election workers are not harassed, and voters are not intimidated. Challenge fed-
eral overreach in court (example: attempt to immediately block mail-in voting).
Immigration: Immigration concerns the AG related to public safety, individual 
constitutional rights, and separation of powers. Where appropriate I will work 
with federal authorities, but will not re-direct the AG’s office away from its con-

stitutional and statutory obligations. I will use investigative powers to counter 
threats from border activity and ensure that federal officers respect constitu-
tional rights.
Ethics: It took time to lose the public trust; restoring it will take time also. I 
will end the culture of corruption and politically-motivated investigations and 
lawsuits, and direct the office toward functions it was intended to serve: con-
sumer protection, fair market enforcement, investigating and fighting corrup-
tion, assisting law enforcement, upholding the rule of law and preserving indi-
vidual rights
Litigation: Texas law does not have extra-territorial jurisdiction.
Campaign Website: www​.nathanfortexas​.com

Mayes Middleton (R) No response received

Tom Oxford (L)
Qualifications: With over 40 years of trial experience, includ-
ing almost 20 years in management positions, I am fully quali-
fied to both represent the state and manage the office.
Elections: Every citizen has a right to vote. I will take all 
steps necessary to enforce that right. That will include using the 

power of the AG’s office to block any efforts to intimidate voters at the polling 
locations. I also support easy voter access with more polling locations and secure 
mail in voting.
Immigration: Due process applies to all of our neighbors, regardless of their le-

gal status. It is a fundamental right recognized and protected by both the U.S. 
and Texas Constitutions. We can protect our borders without walking away from 
our founding principles. To the extent possible, I will use the powers of the AG’s 
office to protect and promote due process.
Ethics: Limited only by the obligation of attorney/client confidentiality, my of-
fice will be completely open and transparent. The days of back room deals and 
false narratives will end.
Litigation: These efforts will be ended on my first day in office. The state 
should have no involvement in decisions about our personal health.



12  2026 GENERAL ELECTION  |   VOTERS GUIDE� © 2026 League of Women Voters of Texas  |  lwvsouthcentraltx.org

COMPTROLLER OF 
PUBLIC ACCOUNTS

Four-year term. The comptroller is the chief financial officer of the state; collects state taxes and fees; 
pays the state’s bills; provides revenue estimates to the legislature; certifies the budget; reports the 
condition of the state’s finances; and provides economic development assistance to local governments 
and private businesses. Current annual salary: $153,750

★ QUESTIONS TO CANDIDATES
Qualifications: What training, experience, and characteristics qualify you for this 
position?
Budget Surplus: How do you think Texas should use its budget surplus?
Educational Savings Accounts (ESAs): What oversight measures will you 
support to ensure that ESAs (school vouchers) are funded and administered 

transparently?
Budget Management: How will you ensure budget transparency so taxpayers 
can easily see how their money is allocated and spent?
Efficiency: What changes would you make, if any, to the office of the 
comptroller?

Don Huffines (R) No response received

Sarah Eckhardt (D)
Qualifications: Lawyer; Master in Public Affairs; State Sena-
tor; Travis County Judge; etc - two decades of experience on and 
managing professional teams, budgets, tax rates, purchasing and 
contracts.
Budget Surplus: The state has enjoyed two bienniums with his-

toric budget surpluses The Rainy Day Fund is projected to hit $28B. I would tap 
the fund immediately to assist low income Texans with health insurance costs in 
the first year after loss of ACA tax credits. I would also advise the Legislature on 
the cost avoidance and economic benefits of 1-time Fund investments in water in-
frastructure, statewide extreme
Educational Savings Accounts (ESAs): I will honestly audit the voucher pro-
gram, showing who benefits most, least or not at all. I will also show how publicly 
subsidizing exclusive private schools is gutting public schools, which must accept 
any Texas child and are closing at an alarming rate due to underfunding and over-
regulation. I will also vigorously review the $50M Odyssey contract to administer 

the program.
Budget Management: To build public trust, I will pursue modernization in the 
Comptroller’s office to enhance transparency and increase accessibility. There 
should be a web-based dashboard providing easy-to-navigate overview of reve-
nue and expenditures, supported by clear textual and graphic explanations that 
make it easy for the average Texan to understand how public funds are invested and 
performing.
Efficiency: I will immediately rebuild the nonpartisan tax and audit expertise that 
has either fled or been fired since my opponent’s appointment. I will follow the law 
and follow the money, refocusing the office on fair and efficient tax collection, rev-
enue estimation and economic forecasting and away from punitive & duplicative 
oversight of public schools and politically motivated investigations.
Campaign Website: saraheckhardt​.com

Shehla Faizi (G)
Qualifications: I’m a Texas mom sick of big political donors 
buying influence on our schools and government. My activism 
focuses on social and economic justice via my podcast, “I’m a 
Muslim (And That’s Okay!)”
Budget Surplus: Let’s invest in Texas, not in foreign coun-

tries. We must divest from Texas’ $280 million in Israel bonds – no more Texas 
taxpayer money for ANY foreign bonds. I support using the budget surplus for 
programs that serve Texans, like public schools, healthcare, and affordable hous-
ing. I don’t take PAC money, so I work for Texans, not donors. No more tax 
breaks or handouts to big donors!
Educational Savings Accounts (ESAs): The school voucher program drains 
money out of our public schools and gives handouts to private schools and edu-
cation vendors. As Comptroller I would use all legal means and public pressure 

to end this program and focus on equitable funding for our public schools. Every 
Texas child should have equal access to an excellent free public school education.
Budget Management: The Comptroller office’s website should be much more 
user-friendly and accessible. It should have clear infographics and charts. There 
should be an English AND Spanish version of the website. Just like TxDOT has 
billboards about safe driving, the Comptroller’s office should sponsor billboards 
about the state budget. Most Texans would be surprised to see our state’s budget 
priorities.
Efficiency: The Comptroller’s office should be run with honesty, straight-
forwardness and dedication to the betterment of Texans. Audits must be done 
without bias. Let’s depoliticize Texas taxes, spending, and investments. The 
Comptroller’s office should decline to enforce unconstitutional laws, like the 
Anti-Boycott of Israel Law and the Anti-Fossil Fuel Boycott Law.
Campaign Website: www​.faizifortexas​.com

V. Alonzo Echavarria-Garza (L) No response received
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Benjamin Flores (D)
Qualifications: I’ve spent almost thirty years in cybersecurity 
and risk management, and I served on the Bay City City Coun-
cil. I raise heritage pigs in Matagorda County, so I know land 
and livestock.
Disaster Recovery: Texans shouldn’t wait until disaster 

strikes to get organized. I’ll have recovery vendors vetted and under contract be-
fore hurricane season, not after. I’ll build recovery teams inside the regional 
councils of governments so local officials aren’t starting from scratch. And I’ll 
publish where every dollar goes and how long each step should take.
Veterans: Most veterans I meet have never heard of the Veterans Land Board. 
So I’d take it to them. I’ll put VLB outreach teams in rural and South Texas 
counties, working alongside county service officers, instead of waiting for appli-

cations to show up in Austin. I’ll set a published deadline for every loan decision. 
And I’ll keep pushing for a full VA hospital in the Valley.
Flood Plain Management: I live in Matagorda County. Down here, we’re get-
ting priced out by insurance long before the next storm shows up. Any home re-
built with GLO money will meet current flood maps and use stronger roofs and 
elevation, because that’s what brings premiums down. I’ll protect the dunes, wet-
lands and drainage that take the first hit for us.
Education Funding: This is the whole reason the office exists. The Permanent 
School Fund is worth over $60 billion, and it should be earning from solar, wind 
and geothermal, not just oil and gas. I’ll responsibly lease state land for every 
dollar it can honestly return, publish what each acre earns, and send more of it to 
classrooms. That money belongs to schoolkids, not to politics.
Campaign Website: letsgowithben​.com

Dawn Buckingham (R)
Qualifications: As a wife, mom, surgeon, small-business 
owner, former state senator, and Texas’ first female Land Com-
missioner, I bring real-world experience and a proven record of 
delivering results for Texans.
Disaster Recovery: Texas must prepare before disaster strikes 

and act decisively afterward. I will continue to invest in mitigation, resilient in-
frastructure, and flood planning; strengthen state, local and federal coordination; 
and cut red tape so aid reaches families faster. Recovery must help Texans return 
home, reopen businesses and rebuild stronger. Planning saves lives, property, and 
tax dollars.
Veterans: Texas is home to millions of Veterans, and we must help them thrive 
after service. As Veterans Land Board chair, I delivered nearly $2 billion in loans 
to over 7,200 Veterans and their families, raised the home-loan limit, expanded 
land loans and stewarded 10 Veterans Homes and 5 Veterans Cemeteries. I will 

keep expanding access to homeownership, employment, healthcare, and long-
term care.
Flood Plain Management: The GLO has delivered billions in flood mitiga-
tion during my tenure. I will continue investing in drainage and mitigation proj-
ects, improve floodplain planning, strengthen critical infrastructure and help 
communities prepare before storms arrive. The GLO will direct resources toward 
projects that protect homes, businesses, roads, and schools. Investments today 
will better protect Texans tomorrow.
Education Funding: The GLO must maximize the long-term value of state 
lands for Texas schoolchildren. I have generated over $6 billion for public educa-
tion without raising taxes. We will responsibly develop oil, gas, rare earth miner-
als, geothermal and nuclear energy, and other emerging resources while protect-
ing Texas energy jobs and pursuing opportunities that strengthen our economic 
engine to benefit all Texans.
Campaign Website: www​.dawnbuckingham​.com

Neill Snider (L)
Qualifications: I have been a Mechanical Contractor for 33 
years. I would bring knowledge from my industry to assist the 
General Land office in all aspects of construction,
Disaster Recovery: Work with local and national food and 
construction material suppliers to get everything to everybody 

in storm affected areas. Get money directly to the people in need.
Veterans: I wouldn’t create any new programs. I would ensure existing Texas 
veterans are being well taken care of. If it doesn’t already exist, possibly issue a 
debit card for them to receive treatments at any medical facility in Texas.

Flood Plain Management: Work with nature and not against it. Make changes 
to areas that might be frequently damaged from storms and hurricanes. Nature 
eventually wins regardless of what we attempt.
Education Funding: Revenue from the General Land Office goes into the Per-
manent School fund. Open the Permanent school fund to all Texas school chil-
dren and not only Public school children. Include Private school and Homeschool 
children. Let’s support all Texas school children.
Campaign Website: voteneillsnider​.com

COMMISSIONER OF 
GENERAL LAND OFFICE

Four-year term. As head of the General Land Office, the commissioner manages state lands, including 
oil and gas properties (which supply funds to the Permanent School Fund) and the Alamo. The 
commissioner chairs the Veterans Land Board, which administers programs for Texas veterans, and is 
responsible for environmental protection of Texas’ coast. Other state boards chaired include the School 
Land Board and the Coastal Coordination Advisory Committee. Current annual salary: $140,938

★ QUESTIONS TO CANDIDATES
Qualifications: What training, experience, and characteristics qualify you for this 
position?
Disaster Recovery: What measures should the state take to respond quickly and 
effectively to disasters?
Veterans: What new initiatives or programs would you support to help veterans?

Flood Plain Management: What strategies would you support to reduce flood-
ing risk and strengthen long-term community resilience and disaster recovery?
Education Funding: What role should the General Land Office play in making 
sure that state lands generate long-term financial benefits for Texas public schools?
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★ QUESTIONS TO CANDIDATES
Qualifications: What training, experience, and characteristics qualify you for this 
position?
Food Assistance for Children and Schools: How would you ensure the nutri-
tional needs of Texas children are met year-round?
Health: In what ways can the Texas Department of Agriculture work to improve 
nutrition and public health outcomes?

Protecting Herds and Crops: What would you do to protect Texas ranches and 
farms from invasive pests (such as the New World Screwworm) and disease?
Water: What policies would you support to balance water usage between the needs 
of farmers and the development of data centers?

COMMISSIONER 
OF AGRICULTURE

Four-year term. The agriculture commissioner’s principal job is promoting Texas’ agricultural products. In 
that capacity, the commissioner facilitates trade and marketing of agricultural products; regulates weights 
and measures; regulates pesticide use and application; certifies organically produced products; admin-
isters the National School Lunch and School Breakfast programs; provides financial help to farmers; and 
helps solve issues related to natural disasters. Current annual salary: $140,938

Nate Sheets (R)
Qualifications: I’m a Navy veteran and ag entrepreneur who 
built America’s #1 honey brand from one backyard beehive. I 
know how to create jobs, grow businesses, and help Texas produc-
ers sell more to more customers.
Food Assistance for Children and Schools: Texas ranks 

44th in school lunches under current leadership. Texans should feed Texans year-
round. I’ll prioritize Texas-grown meat, produce, and whole foods over ultra-
processed options, giving our children better nutrition while creating dependable 
revenue for Texas farmers and ranchers. Better food means healthier kids and a 
stronger Texas. Food should make our children healthier, not sicker.
Health: What we eat impacts our health, and agriculture is at the tip of the spear. 
From day one, my campaign mantra has been “Grow Food Better, Grow Better 
Food.” Ultra-processed foods now make up 57% of the average American’s cal-

ories, this must change. I’ll champion cleaner, more nutrient-dense food, greater 
transparency, and Texas agriculture that helps build healthier Texans.
Protecting Herds and Crops: Biosecurity is national security. Texas must de-
tect threats early, respond quickly, and work closely with federal and state animal-
health experts. On New World Screwworm, we need proven solutions, not publicity 
stunts. I’ll strengthen surveillance, coordinate with USDA, and make sure ranchers 
and farmers have the information and resources to protect their operations.
Water: I’m very concerned about data centers. Growth must work for Texans, 
not against them. Farmers and ranchers cannot be expected to sacrifice the water 
that produces our food to private development. Data centers must have responsi-
ble plans for water and electricity use, invest in needed infrastructure, protect local 
communities, and certainly should not receive tax subsidies.
Campaign Website: NateSheets​.com

Clayton Tucker (D)
Qualifications: I grew up working on my family ranch, re-
searched water and agriculture policy, and serve as the Texas 
Farmers Union Secretary. I know agriculture from the pasture to 
public policy.
Food Assistance for Children and Schools: I will fight 

for free school meals for every child and defend summer food assistance. I will 
work to replace ultra-processed school foods with healthy meals sourced from 
Texas farmers and expand school community gardens. I will also allow qualified 
nonprofits to use school kitchens to prepare meals for children when school is out.
Health: I will use the Texas Department of Agriculture to improve the food Tex-
ans eat by strengthening food safety, removing harmful chemicals and highly pro-
cessed foods from school meals, and rebuilding local food systems. I will also use 

the State Office of Rural Health to expand access to affordable healthcare in rural 
communities.
Protecting Herds and Crops: I will use every proven tool available to protect 
Texas agriculture from invasive pests and disease. For New World Screwworm, 
I support combining sterile flies with SWASS rather than relying on one method 
alone. I will also push to maintain permanent response capacity so Texas can act 
quickly when the next biological threat emerges.
Water: I will put Texas agriculture and our water supply ahead of irresponsible 
data center development. Data centers should not compete with farmers, ranchers, 
or families for drinking water. I support requiring sustainable water plans, protect-
ing farmland and aquifers, and using brackish or other non-drinking water for re-
sponsible projects.
Campaign Website: www​.claytontuckertx​.com

Austin R. Kelly (L) No response received
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RAILROAD COMMISSIONER
Six-year term. The Railroad Commissioner is one of the three-member Texas Railroad 
Commission. The commission regulates the oil and gas industry, gas utilities, pipeline 
safety, safety in the liquefied petroleum gas industry and surface coal and uranium mining. 
It has no regulatory authority concerning railroads. Current annual salary: $140,937

★ QUESTIONS TO CANDIDATES
Qualifications: What training, experience, and characteristics qualify you for this 
position?
Environmental and Public Safety: What would you do about uncapped aban-
doned oil, gas, and injection wells across the state?
Data Centers: How should Texas prepare its energy infrastructure for increasing 

demand from data centers and population growth?
Monitoring and Enforcement: How would you ensure that the Commission is able 
to provide adequate monitoring and enforcement to the oil, gas, and mining sectors?
New Energy: What energy technologies should be promoted to support a reliable 
way to meet energy demands?

Bo French (R)
Qualifications: I have personally been in the industry for de-
cades. I also have extensive business expertise and am a rancher 
and mineral owner. I understand each perspective involved in Com-
mission business.
Environmental and Public Safety: There are enforcement 

mechanisms that push operators to handle plugging of wells. Despite this, the Com-
mission ends up having to plug many of them. I believe there are several inefficien-
cies at the Commission which, if addressed, will allow it to plug many more wells 
with the money appropriated for this purpose, and thus dramatically cut down on 
abandoned wells. This is just the beginning.
Data Centers: I am interested in finding any solution we can find that will seri-
ously and adequately address this issue. I will hear out any effective solution and 
work to make it happen. As far as energy generation is concerned, particularly in 

places like the Permian Basin, I believe increasing natural gas electricity generation 
is one solution that will help address this issue.
Monitoring and Enforcement: Technology has allowed businesses to do things we 
couldn’t have dreamt of a few decades ago. It’s no secret that the Commission is pain-
fully behind on adoption of technology. I intend to bring the Commission into the 21st 
century, which will allow it not only to monitor and enforce regulations far better than 
before, but will make it much more transparent and responsive to citizens as well.
New Energy: Energy demand is skyrocketing. The Commission should work 
alongside industry, which spends massive resources developing new technologies to 
solve issues like this. We should ensure that they are able to develop and effectively 
deploy whatever innovations will allow Texas to meet our increasing demand. That’s 
what I will do if elected.
Campaign Website: bofrench​.com

Jon Rosenthal (D)
Qualifications: I worked 25 years in oil & gas as a project man-
ager and engineer, leading billion-dollar projects worldwide. Also, 
four terms in the Texas House, including serving on the Energy Re-
sources Committee.
Environmental and Public Safety: Lobby for increased RRC 

funding to ramp up well plugging. Incentivize responsible operators with lower costs 
and streamlined permitting; repeat violators get fined and face tougher permitting re-
quirements. This will accelerate well plugging while discouraging bad operators. Up-
date plugging best practices, monitoring, and evaluation requirements so the RRC 
can keep pace with the growing problem.
Data Centers: We need statewide guardrails for systems that protect communities 
while enabling growth. Require resource management plans for water and power be-

fore construction, prohibit sites near homes, and coordinate plans with local govern-
ments. Preserve local input while avoiding a patchwork of regulations, ensuring com-
munities are protected and industry provides sufficient justification and incentives.
Monitoring and Enforcement: I’d advocate for the RRC to get the resources it 
needs to enforce our current laws. Good operators ought to be expedited, bad oper-
ators disincentivized, and the RRC should help actors comply with the law. I’d also 
lobby for heavier fines and bonding for bad operators, third-party audits, site-level 
compliance reporting, public dashboards, and real-time complaint tracking.
New Energy: I support an “all-of-the-above” approach to our energy strategy. Nat-
ural gas, along with wind, solar, and nuclear, is doing a decent job keeping the lights 
on. We should incentivize new power generation startups of all types, across the 
board, to promote a healthy energy portfolio for Texas.
Campaign Website: jonrosenthaltx​.com

Arthur DiBianca (L)
Qualifications: I have no personal connections to the oil and gas in-
dustry. I have no conflicts of interest, and there is no risk of “regula-
tory capture”.
Environmental and Public Safety: Going forward, all well-
owning companies must be insured and/or bonded against well aban-

donment, as a condition of their liability protection. However, dealing with the damage 
caused by decades-old abandoned wells is a difficult problem. Remediation and cap-
ping should not be financed solely by taxpayers. Oil and gas companies should also pay 
into a fund for remediation and capping.
Data Centers: Texas should allow all forms of energy production to compete in 
a free market. The state should not pick winners and losers. However, restitution 
should be readily available for property owners when oil and gas production causes 

property damage. That restitution can be provided in the form of insurance, bonding, 
and/or cleanup funds. Also, pipeline regulation should be transferred to TxDOT.
Monitoring and Enforcement: The legislature needs to ensure that the RRC has 
the tools it needs. Regulations should ensure that energy producers fully respect the 
property rights of landowners, and should provide for prompt restitution when the ac-
tivities of energy producers cause property damage. Regulations should follow the 
principle that rights are more important than interests.
New Energy: As stated above, Texas and the RRC should not try to promote spe-
cific technologies. Energy producers and innovators should be allowed to compete 
in a free market. “Free market” means no favoritism, no cronyism, and no picking 
winners and losers.
Campaign Website: votedibianca​.com
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★ QUESTIONS TO CANDIDATES
Qualifications: What training, experience, and characteristics qualify you for this 
position?
Ethics: How will you ensure your rulings remain impartial and free from both politi-
cal pressure and the interests of your campaign donors?
Equity: What role should the Supreme Court play in expanding access to justice for 

persons or groups who may be underserved?
Issues: What do you see as the most pressing challenge facing the courts today, and 
how would you propose addressing it?
Precedent: What factors should the Supreme Court of Texas consider when deciding 
whether to change a past court ruling?

CHIEF JUSTICE, TEXAS 
SUPREME COURT

Six-year term. The Texas Supreme Court is the court of last resort for civil matters in Texas. This 
Court includes a Chief Justice and eight justices, each of whom is elected by voters of the entire 
state. This court issues final decisions on civil and juvenile appeals; issues certain orders to 
governmental officials to act and individuals to appear before the court; and has jurisdiction over 
orders or judgments of trial courts if the Supreme Court determines them important to the Texas 
legal system. Current annual salary: $266,700

PLACE 1

Maggie Ellis (D)
Qualifications: I’ve handled thousands of matters in court as a 
Justice on the Court of Appeals, a prosecutor, and as an attorney 
representing individuals around Texas. I’ve also led and counseled 
large organizations
Ethics: Experience and a proven history of advocating fairly 
from all sides of the docket are good indicators of a candidate’s 

likeliness to be fair and impartial. I have handled thousands of matters from all 
sides, including: ruling over cases fairly as a judge; defending individuals at risk of 
losing their liberty, their children, and their homes; and advocating for justice as a 
prosecutor.
Equity: The Court should be a leader. As a child who grew up transient and home-
less and with 15% of Texans living below the poverty level, I understand the need. 
I have been awarded for my work helping our most vulnerable have access to the 

court system by drafting legislation and establishing pro bono clinics. I will bring 
this experience to expand the commissions that address access to the courts.
Issues: We are experiencing an erosion of our separation of powers and of our 
civil rights. This election comes at a critical time when our judiciary is under at-
tack and under political pressure. As the first openly gay woman to serve as an ap-
pellate justice in Texas, I will bring balance back to our courts; I will not bow to 
political pressure; and I will protect the laws that protect everyone.
Precedent: For the public and practitioners to have confidence in our court sys-
tem, it is imperative that rulings are consistent and follow the law. However, when 
a rule or law has proven unworkable, the Court should use its discretion and take 
great care to bring these rulings in line, so that they reflect the sound development 
of the law.
Campaign Website: www​.maggieforjustice​.com/

Jimmy Blacklock (R)
Qualifications: I have served on the Supreme Court since 2018 
and as Chief Justice since 2025. My experience, judgment, work 
ethic, and commitment to the Rule of Law qualify me to continue 
serving.
Ethics: My oath requires me to support and defend the U.S. and 
Texas Constitutions and follow the law wherever it leads. The text 

of the law and the Constitution’s original meaning are my guides. If following the 
law costs me an election or angers a supporter, so be it. I would rather lose my job 
than violate my oath. Impartial courts are essential to liberty and justice.
Equity: SCOTEX leads the way in promoting access to justice for every Texan. 
We’ve developed forms that allow Texans to create basic documents like wills 
without expensive legal fees. We’ve promoted funding for legal aid programs. And 
we are always working to make Texas law clearer and simpler so that Texans can 

know their rights. There is much more to be done, but I am proud of the Court’s 
steadfast work
Issues: Lawsuits should be decided by who is right under the law, not who can 
better endure the expense and burden of litigation. Too often, costs keep injured 
plaintiffs from court or force innocent defendants to settle. We should make pro-
cedural rules more efficient, while judges apply the law consistently and predict-
ably. The Supreme Court works to promote clarity, consistency, and adherence to 
the law
Precedent: Precedent promotes stability and predictability, so prior decisions 
should not be changed lightly. My oath, however, is to defend the Constitution, not 
Supreme Court decisions. Courts throughout Texas must follow our decisions, so 
if a Supreme Court precedent is clearly wrong, we may be the only people who can 
fix it. We must be open to doing so, guided as always by prudence and humility.
Campaign Website: www​.JimmyBlacklock​.com
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★ QUESTIONS TO CANDIDATES
Qualifications: What training, experience, and characteristics qualify you for this 
position?
Ethics: How will you ensure your rulings remain impartial and free from both politi-
cal pressure and the interests of your campaign donors?
Equity: What barriers prevent Texans from accessing the court system, and what can 

courts do to reduce those barriers?
Issues: What do you see as the most pressing challenge facing the courts today, and 
how would you propose addressing it?
Philosophy: What qualities are most critical for a judge to possess for fair adminis-
tration of justice?

JUSTICE, TEXAS 
SUPREME COURT

Six-year term. The Texas Supreme Court is the court of last resort for civil matters in Texas. This Court includes 
a Chief Justice and eight justices, each of whom is elected by voters of the entire state. This court issues final 
decisions on civil and juvenile appeals; issues certain orders to governmental officials to act and individuals to 
appear before the court; and has jurisdiction over orders or judgments of trial courts if the Supreme Court deter-
mines them important to the Texas legal system. Current annual salary range: $210,000–$264,600

PLACE 2 (UNEXPIRED TERM)

James P. Sullivan (R)
Qualifications: I’ve been a Texas Supreme Court Justice since 
January 2025. I previously served as Assistant Solicitor General 
and as the Governor’s General Counsel, and attended Harvard 
Law School.
Ethics: I take my judicial oath seriously and will always remain 
committed to saying what the law is, not what I might like it to be. 

Every litigant who comes before our Court is entitled to fair and impartial consid-
eration of their arguments, without respect to who’s making them.
Equity: The Texas Supreme Court has been a leader in narrowing the justice gap, 

as seen in the fundraising and volunteerism efforts of our Access to Justice Com-
mission. And by making judicial proceedings more efficient through our rulemak-
ing function, the Court can reduce the costs of accessing the court system.
Issues: Judges at every level face security threats that are corrosive to the rule of 
law. To address that risk, adequate funding must be given to the law-enforcement 
officers at DPS who keep us safe.
Philosophy: A good judge must have the courage to make an unpopular deci-
sion when that’s what the law requires; the humility to understand that the judiciary 
plays an important but limited role in our system of government; and the work 
ethic to ensure that careful consideration is given to every party in every case.

Chari Kelly (D)
Qualifications: Justice of 3rd Court of Appeals since 2019; au-
thored 800+ opinions. One of 19 Texas judges board-certified in 
Judicial Administration. Former US Army JAG Captain, Texas 
Assistant AG, Assistant DA.
Ethics: Independence is part of my record. On the 3rd Court, I 
ruled that the Texas Attorney General was not above the law in a 

whistleblower case, and that the governor does not possess absolute authority under 
the Texas Disaster Act. On the Supreme Court, I would decide cases the same way: 
based on the law, the record, and the arguments presented, not politics, donors, 
pressure, or personal preference.
Equity: Texans face barriers including cost, transportation, language, disability, 
lack of counsel, and legal complexity. As an appellate judge, UT Law adjunct pro-

fessor, past Austin Bar president, and published writer on the need for pro bono le-
gal services, I know courts must be accessible to everyone. Courts can expand 
plain-language resources, remote access, interpreters, and legal-aid partnerships.
Issues: The public lacks confidence that courts are independent and accountable. 
My record includes rulings on state power and public accountability. As a Texas 
Assistant Attorney General, I helped secure a $19.9 million Medicaid fraud settle-
ment for taxpayers. As a Supreme Court justice, I would continue to write clear and 
timely opinions, be transparent, and enforce the rule of law.
Philosophy: A judge needs integrity, independence, courage, patience, humil-
ity, command of the law, and freedom from bias. My lifelong public service as an 
Army paratrooper, prosecutor, appellate judge, Austin Bar president, and mentor to 
young attorneys has taught me that fair judging requires discipline, careful listen-
ing, respect for people, and decisions rooted in the law and the record.

VOTING FOR JUDGES IN TEXAS
Although in some states, judges are appointed, in Texas most judges are elected. 
Judges make decisions about fundamental issues impacting family life, educa-
tion, health care, housing, employment, finances, discrimination, civil rights, 
public safety, and government actions.
The Texas court system is made up of a statewide network of trial courts and 
courts of appeal. In trial courts, judges and/or juries evaluate the facts and the 

law and make a decision in a civil or criminal legal dispute. 
When decisions in most trial courts are appealed, they are 
sent to a court of appeals where judges consider what hap-
pened at the trial court, evaluate legal arguments, and then decide if a mistake 
was made.
See txcourts​.gov​/about​-texas​-courts for more information.
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PLACE 7

Kyle Hawkins (R) No response received

JUSTICE, TEXAS SUPREME COURT (continued)

PLACE 8

Kristen Hawkins (D)
Qualifications: I am board certified in judicial administra-
tion, civil-trial law, and personal-injury law. In 2021, I was Tex-
ABOTA Judge of the Year. I have presided over more than 200 
jury and bench trials.
Ethics: As a trial-court judge, I base my decisions on the facts 
and the law—not on campaign contributions. If elected to the Su-

preme Court, that would not change. I strive for predictability and consistency so 
the parties know what to expect when they come to court. I treat everyone with 
courtesy and respect, regardless of socio-economic status, political affiliation, or 
whether they have donated.
Equity: Many Texans lack the financial resources to hire lawyers. The Supreme 
Court can adopt rules expanding access to the courts and to ensure that Texans, in-

cluding self-represented litigants, are not effectively locked out of the judicial sys-
tem. The Court should choose cases important to all Texans and be mindful that 
the right to a trial by jury is embedded in the Texas Constitution.
Issues: The persistent attacks on judges—both at the state and federal levels. The 
judicial branch is a coequal branch of government, and maintaining judicial indepen-
dence is necessary to sustain our democracy. I would rule based on the law and facts 
and strive for consistent and fair application of the law without favoring any party.
Philosophy: The Constitution requires every party appearing in Court be treated 
equally under the law and guarantees a right to a jury trial. It is critical that judges 
apply the law equally to everyone who appears in court and ensure that juries and 
their verdicts are respected. Consistent and predictable application of the law is 
what every Texan should expect from our judicial system.
Campaign Website: www​.judgehawkins​.com

Brett Busby (R)
Qualifications: Based on my experience as a board-certified ap-
pellate lawyer and record as a fair judge, every Democrat and Re-
publican in the Texas Senate voted unanimously in favor of my 
Supreme Court appointment.
Ethics: My 14-year judicial record shows that I honor my oath by 
giving everyone the fair day in court they deserve and ruling im-

partially based on the law and the facts—not on politics, pressure, or personal pref-
erence. Compare the reviews we receive from lawyers who know our work: they 
consistently rate me among the best, hardest working, and most impartial appellate 
judges in Texas in anonymous polls.
Equity: With legal costs rising much faster than overall inflation, many Tex-
ans can’t afford lawyers. I’m leading efforts to reform outdated regulations so that 
qualified paraprofessionals who pass an exam can become certified to help Texans 

with simple legal needs at reasonable prices. Like nurse practitioners for limited le-
gal services, they would be trained and tested to ensure quality and ethics.
Issues: Court dockets are growing quickly as more Texans try to use AI to repre-
sent themselves. But court systems were designed to be used by lawyers, and AI-
generated filings are often not on point or include mistakes. I am taking action to 
make courts easier for non-lawyers to use without AI by updating rules and pro-
cedures, creating plain-language forms, and educating Texans about available 
resources.
Philosophy: A Justice must give each side a fair hearing, study their arguments 
carefully, decide the case impartially based on the law and the evidence, and write 
a clear opinion so everyone can understand their rights and obligations under the 
law. A Justice must also work hard to improve the fairness, efficiency, and accessi-
bility of the whole justice system by making changes like those just discussed.

Gisela D. Triana (D)
Qualifications: UT Law-JD-1988. UTSA-BA-Poli Sci-1985 I 
have been a judge in Texas for over 30 years, serving on every 
level of Texas trial courts. I am currently serving on my 8th year 
at the 3rd Ct of Appeals.
Ethics: By following the rule of law, since it is the bedrock of our 
democracy. It ensures we are governed by established legal rules 

rather than the mandates of the powerful. Judicial independence is paramount and 
as judges we must remain independent from special interests, donors and political 
pressure. Over my 30 years of service as a judge, I have developed a reputation for 
treating everyone fairly.
Equity: Lack of resources is the biggest barrier to access to justice. The courts 
should insure that the state has robust legal aid programs, especially in areas where 

there is the most need in indigent populations like housing, collections, and family 
law. However, access to justice should mean more than just opening the door to the 
courthouse, it should also be that justice is done once you are there.
Issues: Independence and legitimacy of the judiciary. It used to be that people be-
lieved in 3 separate but equal branches of the government with checks and balances 
between them. More now, the judiciary is and is perceived to be an extension of the 
other 2 branches, like a rubber stamp. We must do better at reclaiming our inde-
pendence and worry less about keeping our jobs by placating political pressure.
Philosophy: Fairness, impartiality, and independence. A judge’s role is to ap-
ply the law fairly and equally. Justice should not be sold to the highest bidder and 
judges should not be beholden to political parties or donors. All people and entities, 
including the government, should be held accountable under the rule of law. Laws 
should be publicly promulgated, equally enforced, and independently adjudicated.
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★ QUESTIONS TO CANDIDATES
Qualifications: What training, experience, and characteristics qualify you for this 
position?
Ethics: How will you ensure your rulings remain impartial and free from both politi-
cal pressure and the interests of your campaign donors?
Equity: What barriers prevent Texans from accessing the court system, and what can 

courts do to reduce those barriers?
Precedent: What factors should the Court of Criminal Appeals consider when decid-
ing whether to change a past court ruling?
Philosophy: What is your judicial philosophy?

JUDGE, TEXAS COURT 
OF CRIMINAL APPEALS

Six-year term. The Texas Court of Criminal Appeals is Texas’ highest court for criminal cases. 
The Court includes a Presiding Judge and eight Judges, each of whom is elected by voters of 
the entire state. The court must review all cases in which the death penalty is assessed. It also 
exercises discretionary review in other criminal cases and issues rulings about wrongful imprison-
ment. Current annual salary range: $210,000–$264,600

PLACE 3

PLACE 4

Thomas Smith (R)
Qualifications: 30 years of legal experience including serving as 
a law clerk for the Chief Justice of the Ohio Supreme Court, and 
currently as a Special Assistant Attorney General for Criminal 
Justice.
Ethics: Rulings are grounded in the law, not politics. The pri-
mary function of a judge is to apply the law faithfully.

Equity: That is a question that is best directed to those in charge of judicial admin-
istration in this state and the Legislature.
Precedent: Again, rulings are grounded in the law. To the extent a past ruling 
may be overturned, it means the previous ruling did not properly apply the law.
Philosophy: Originalist.
Campaign Website: www.smithfortexas.org

Okey Anyiam (D)
Qualifications: I have practiced Criminal Law for 28 years and 
handled several thousand criminal cases. My goal has been to see 
that the due process rights of defendants are upheld, and justice is 
truly served.
Ethics: I will abide by the Judicial Oath, just as I have upheld my 
Attorney Oath. I will be impartial. My rulings will be based on 

the law, independent of any outside influences.
Equity: Texans who live far from the courthouse will benefit from more satellite 
offices to meet with counsel, and virtual court proceeding where appropriate. A 
messaging system to keep abreast of court settings and requiring a court appear-

ance only on disposition settings will reduce bond forfeitures. Lowering the thresh-
old to qualify for court appointed counsel will help lower income earners.
Precedent: New evidence such as scientific evidence that fundamentally changes 
the basis of the past ruling may be considered. Legislative changes may also be 
considered. A persuasive recantation of the evidentiary testimony that formed the 
basis of a past ruling may also be considered. A past ruling may also be changed 
where it no longer serves the needs of today.
Philosophy: I believe in equal access to justice for all, upholding the law and fol-
lowing its clear intent, without legislating from the bench.
Campaign Website: okeyanyiamforjudge​.com

Mark Ash (L)
Qualifications: I have worked as a criminal defense lawyer for 
over 30 years. Also, I have been a property tax arbitrator for over 
15 years.
Ethics: I am not running as a Democrat or Republican. As a Lib-
ertarian, I will keep partisan politics out of my judicial decisions.

Equity: Court websites should be user friendly and uniform.
Precedent: Judges need to follow the law. Statutes, administrative rules and other 
laws do change and the court must keep up with those changes.
Philosophy: Follow the law as the legislature intended for it to be interpreted. Be 
fair and just to all parties.

Kevin Patrick Yeary (R)
Qualifications: St. Mary’s Univ. Law School, 1991 Law clerk 
to Judge Bill M. White on the CCA, 1991-1992 Private Attorney, 
1992-1995 Appellate Prosecutor, Dallas, Harris, Bexar Counties, 
1995-2014 CCA Judge 2015-now.
Ethics: I apply principles based decision making on the Court. 
One of my early and most commanding principles is that “opin-

ions are not the law.” By that I mean that Judges do not make law, we only apply 

law written or adopted by others. Opinions are important, but they are not the ac-
tual law. I have a list of 14 other principles, including “States are separate sover-
eigns from the Federal Government.”
Equity: Lawyers are expensive. And language barriers exist for some too. We need 
Judges who understand these potential barriers and work to limit their impact. Our 
State Bar can help by producing information to assist people forced into our le-
gal system. And I know our State is looking at possible changes that could lead to 
paralegals who demonstrate competence being allowed to provide legal help.
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JUDGE, TEXAS COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS (continued)

Precedent: Opinions that judges write are not the law. The law is written by the 
Legislature. Opinions are important to explain rulings to parties, and they bind the 
lower courts, but when Judges see an opinion that has misconstrued the law, the 
opinion should be overruled. I can hardly imagine a more corrupting influence on 
judges than to tell them their opinions will be defended no matter how bad.

Philosophy: Our government separates powers on purpose. Judges do not set pol-
icy and do not make law. Those are the job of the Executive and Legislative de-
partments. The text of the constitution and laws mean what they meant to reason-
ably educated citizens on the day they were written, nothing else. State judges 
should also understand their unique role in American federalism. States are sepa-
rate sovereigns.

Kevin Patrick Yeary (R) (continued)

Audra Riley (D)
Qualifications: I bring 20+ years of criminal justice experience, 
including six years as a Criminal District Judge, nearly a decade 
as a prosecutor, criminal defense attorney, and work as a correc-
tional officer.
Ethics: My oath as a judge comes before any campaign contribu-
tion or political pressure. Every person who comes before me de-

serves a fair and impartial decision based on the law and the facts. Campaign contri-
butions do not buy access, influence, or favorable rulings. That has been my standard 
on the bench, and it will remain my standard on the Court of Criminal Appeals.
Equity: A person’s ability to understand and participate in the criminal justice sys-
tem should never depend on income, language, or circumstance. Courts can reduce 

barriers by ensuring timely access to qualified interpreters and counsel and by 
making court procedures and legal rights clear and understandable. Meaningful ac-
cess to justice means understanding the process and being heard.
Precedent: Precedent provides stability and consistency in the law, but a prior 
ruling should not stand simply because it came first. The Court should consider 
whether the original ruling got the law right, whether the law has changed, how it 
has worked in practice, and the consequences of overturning it. Precedent deserves 
respect, but so does the Court’s responsibility to correct the law when necessary.
Philosophy: My judicial philosophy is simple: follow the law, be fair, and treat ev-
ery person with dignity and respect. Justice should never depend on who you are, 
or who you know. A judge must be impartial and consistent, while never losing 
sight of the people affected by each decision. The law must guide the outcome, but 
fairness, sound judgment, and humanity should guide how justice is administered.

PLACE 9

John Messinger (R)
Qualifications: For almost 16 years, I have represented Texas 
in the Court of Criminal Appeals (CCA). In that time, no one has 
done more petitions for discretionary review, briefs, or arguments 
in the CCA.
Ethics: As a career prosecutor, my ethical duty has always been 
to seek justice rather than convictions. In a system of law, justice 

can only come from following the law. I have followed the law even when I did not 
like where it led. My supporters know that my adherence to the law will eventually 
result in unpopular votes and opinions. For most of them, that adherence is the rea-
son they support me.
Equity: In criminal law, defendants get access to the courts whether they like it or 
not. The more appropriate question for them is whether they have access to quality 

representation. Texas spends a tremendous amount of money on this. And courts 
are fairly lenient when it comes to filings made by defendants who for whatever 
reason proceed without counsel.
Precedent: The most important factor is whether its ruling was correct. Courts do 
not make law, legislatures do. If the CCA misinterpreted a statute, the CCA should 
fix it. The exception is for statutes that were genuinely ambiguous when passed. If 
the CCA made a good-faith effort to interpret it and that interpretation has stood 
for a significant amount of time, that decision is owed some deference,
Philosophy: Courts exist to settle disputes and interpret laws, not to force their per-
sonal policy preferences on the public. Judges should have the humility to accept 
their limited authority. Too many judges (or would-be judges) view the courts as the 
place to do what is right in their own eyes regardless of what a statute or rule says.
Campaign Website: messingerforjustice​.com

Holly Taylor (D)
Qualifications: Having been a prosecutor, defense attorney, pro-
fessor, and court attorney with broad jury trial and appellate expe-
rience, I’ve seen the system from all sides. I will work for just and 
fair rulings.
Ethics: Judges must perform their duties without bias or preju-
dice, yet those who are not wealthy must raise money to campaign 

for office—often from lawyers who practice before them. The system needs to be 
reformed. Only a small number of my donations came from lawyers that practice in 
this court. I will recuse from any case where I served as counsel or where there is 
any possibility of bias or prejudice.
Equity: The judicial system is complicated and intimidating. Lawyers are expen-
sive yet self-representation is not a good option for most. The appointment system 
in criminal cases can lead to overloaded lawyers and inadequate representation. 

Poor and minority litigants are disproportionately impacted. A crucial first step is 
to sufficiently fund indigent legal and interpretation services.
Precedent: Following past rulings promotes stability and helps ensure that liti-
gants with similar facts are treated fairly. When deciding whether to change a rul-
ing, the court should consider the impact of new laws and high court cases, protec-
tion of constitutional rights and freedoms, the extent other courts have relied on the 
ruling, and its workability. The court should not act merely due to disagreement.
Philosophy: I am dedicated to upholding a justice system that is: independent, im-
partial, and not beholden to special interests; grounded in the constitution and the 
rule of law; free of bias based upon race, sex, religion, or other unconstitutional 
factors; respectful of due process and other constitutional rights; and fair, just, and 
compassionate to litigants, victims, and others before the court.
Campaign Website: www​.hollytforjudge​.com
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CHIEF JUSTICE AND 
JUSTICE, COURT 

OF APPEALS

Six-year term. There are 15 Courts of Appeals in Texas: 14 regional courts and the statewide 
Fifteenth Court of Appeals. Each of these Courts includes a Chief Justice and at least two other 
Justices. These Courts hear appeals on civil and criminal cases from lower courts in their districts. 
Current annual salary range: $205,000–$255,050

See VOTE411.org to compare Court of Appeals candidates in your district.

★ QUESTIONS TO CANDIDATES
Qualifications: What training, experience, and characteristics qualify you for this 
position?
Ethics: How will you ensure your rulings remain impartial and free from both politi-
cal pressure and the interests of your campaign donors?
Equity: What barriers prevent Texans from accessing the court system, and what can 

courts do to reduce those barriers?
Precedent: What factors should the Court of Appeals consider when deciding 
whether to change a past court ruling?
Philosophy: What is your judicial philosophy?

CHIEF JUSTICE, 15TH COURT OF APPEALS, PLACE 1

Scott Brister (R) No response received

Jerry Zimmerer (D)
Qualifications: As a former 14th Court Justice with a J.D., two 
LL.M.s and PMP/Six Sigma credentials, I combine judicial experi-
ence with process expertise to manage complex dockets fairly and 
efficiently.
Ethics: I strive for impartiality by anchoring every ruling strictly 
in the trial record, statutory text, and established precedent. My 

core philosophy is built on civil respect for all parties. I have sponsored the HBA 
Implicit Bias Program, and my record demonstrates I actively work to eliminate 
outside influences, ensuring equal justice unaffected by political pressures.
Equity: Physical, financial, and digital barriers limit access to justice, I have advo-
cated through HBA DEI for greater inclusion of people with disabilities. Courts can 

reduce these barriers by streamlining e-filing, expanding virtual access, and sup-
porting legal aid. Technology can make justice more affordable and accessible for 
all Texans.
Precedent: To change a past ruling, I balance legal stability with active reasoning. 
I view stare decisis as a shield against arbitrary power, but I believe we must al-
ways favor constitutional correctness over erroneous precedent. Superior court rul-
ings always override my intermediate decisions. When I seek change, I write de-
tailed opinions to provide clarity for our trial judges.
Philosophy: I believe a judge’s role is to preserve the constitutional structure es-
tablished by the people, and I favor our individual liberties as reflected in our Con-
stitution. Stare decisis is my shield, but constitutional correctness comes first. Rul-
ing with impartiality and efficiency, I call cases exactly as I see them - no fear and 
no favor.

JUSTICE, 15TH COURT OF APPEALS, PLACE 2

Scott K. Field (R)
Qualifications: Current Justice, 15th Court of Appeals. Pre-
viously Justice on the Third Court of Appeals and Judge of the 
480th District Court, Williamson County. Eleven years as judge; 
20 years private practice.
Ethics: Our campaign donations are limited to small amounts 
that will not influence decisions. I comply with those limits. Many 

news outlets have correctly written on our court’s judicial independence. I do not 
allow politics to play a role in deciding a case.
Equity: For an appeals court, the barriers are fewer than in other courts. But one 

barrier is the cost of the trial court record for litigants. My hope is that measures 
can be taken to reduce those costs, whether it be from free access to clerk’s records 
or use of AI to streamline record preparation.
Precedent: As a court of appeals, we are bound to follow Texas Supreme Court 
precedent. Absent a new case from that court that is in conflict with a prior ruling, 
then the other cause for a change would be a new or modified law created by the 
Legislature. We do not make law, we follow it; we would therefore ensure that our 
cases follow any new or modified law.
Philosophy: To apply the law in every case as written, without regard for who 
wins or loses a given case. In other words, no matter who the parties to the case or 
the lawyers involved in the case are, my decisions cannot and will not change.
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CHIEF JUSTICE AND JUSTICE, COURT OF APPEALS (continued)

JUSTICE, 15TH COURT OF APPEALS, PLACE 2 (continued)

Tom Baker (D)
Qualifications: I served 2019 - 2024 as Justice, Place 5, Third 
Court of Appeals, Austin, which had jurisdiction over the cases 
now within this new court’s jurisdiction. I have 42 years of law 
experience.
Ethics: I will ensure my rulings remain impartial and free from 
outside influence by focusing on the reporter’s and clerk’s records 

from the trial court, studying the applicable state and federal law and collaborat-
ing with my staff counsel and talking to the panel about the court’s decision. I will 
not be concerned with running again for this office as I will not seek another term 
to this Court.
Equity: The biggest barrier to access to the court system is legal representation. 
The Court can reduce that barrier by fostering pro bono representation through the 

State Bar of Texas and its appellate law community. Alternatively, the Court can 
provide tools for litigants to represent themselves if the pro bono options are lack-
ing. Education of the public about this new court is needed.
Precedent: The Court should first determine whether precedent and stare deci-
sis strictly control our decision. A court should consider changing a past court rul-
ing where it causes a manifest injustice to a class of persons or it leads to some fun-
damental unfairness in justice. This appellate court must defer to Supreme Court 
precedent and may only suggest that Court to reconsider prior ruling.
Philosophy: My judicial philosophy is to respect discretion and decisions of trial 
courts unless a clearly wrong decision has occurred in the law or the sufficiency of 
the evidence. Only where the law is not clear does the appellate court step in to in-
terpret the intent and words of the law. Even if I do not agree with the law, I will 
apply it as I read and understand it unless it violates the constitution.

JUSTICE, 15TH COURT OF APPEALS, PLACE 3

April Farris (R)
Qualifications: Our Court handles business and constitutional 
appeals. I was an appellate partner at a top business litigation bou-
tique. I am chair elect of the State Bar Constitutional Law section.
Ethics: I take my oath to defend the constitution seriously. A 
judge has the obligation to rule without fear or favor. I have al-
ready developed a strong reputation for impartiality and fairness, 

even when criticized by powerful interests. Judicial campaign contribution limits 
are low in Texas. I have donors from both parties and divergent interests who be-
lieve in my ability to fairly interpret the law.
Equity: Texans often know very little about the legal system. Our court is a new 

court that many Texans may not know about. I have spoken at many legal and civic 
functions to inform people about the Fifteenth Court of Appeals and what it does. 
The judge that I clerked for taught me to personally review pro bono cases and not 
rely exclusively on staff attorneys to analyze them.
Precedent: Factors include the constitutional soundness of the prior ruling, the 
workability of the prior ruling, and whether there have been any sweeping changes 
in technology that might not have been accounted for in the prior ruling.
Philosophy: I am a textualist. I believe that words have meaning, and that mean-
ing can be interpreted from statutory context and tools like dictionaries. My role is 
to call balls and strikes. It is not to rewrite the law to suit my policy preferences.

Marc M. Meyer (D)
Qualifications: While I have not been a judge, I am a trial attor-
ney, Board Certified in Administrative Law, (highly relevant for 
the 15th Court), and I am a retired firefighter and RN with real 
world life experience
Ethics: If elected, I am bound by the Texas Code of Judicial Con-
duct. As noted in the preamble to the Code, the legal system is 

based on the principle that an independent, fair and competent judiciary must honor 
and respect judicial office as a public trust. While the system to elect judges is a 
political system, judges must remain impartial to maintain confidence in the judi-
cial system.
Equity: The greatest barriers to access is the cost of litigation with high legal fee 
and steep court costs that limit low income individuals from asserting their rights; 

and the complexity of the process due to specialized legal jargon, and confusing 
paperwork. The courts can address these issues by advocating for expanded legal 
aid and streamlined court proceedings.
Precedent: Stare decisis is an important legal doctrine, and Appellate Courts 
should not take lightly any consideration of overturning a prior ruling. Some fac-
tors to consider: - Is there controlling precedent from the Supreme Court of Texas; 
- Is there splits between the other 14 Courts of Appeals; - Is there a compelling fac-
tual or legal issue that raises an issue with real world consequences
Philosophy: To a large extent my judicial philosophy would be based on pruden-
tialism, a philosophy that emphasizes pragmatism, caution, and consideration of 
the real-world consequences of judicial decisions, rather than focusing solely on ab-
stract legal principles or moral arguments.
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TEXAS HOUSE OF 
REPRESENTATIVES

Two-year term. The Texas House of Representatives has 150 seats and is the lower chamber of the 
Texas Legislature. Duties include passing bills on public policy that become the law for the State of Texas; 
setting levels for state spending by passing a two-year budget; voting to raise and lower taxes for the 
state; and voting to uphold or override gubernatorial vetoes of bills.

AJ Louderback (R)  No response received

TEXAS HOUSE DISTRICT 30: The Representative for Texas House District 30 serves six counties: DeWitt, Goliad, Jackson, Lavaca, Matagorda, 
and Victoria.

Crystal Sedillo (D)
Qualifications: I bring a combination of education, public‑ser-
vice experience, community‑based work, and a commitment to 
evidence‑driven decision‑making. My background includes advo-
cacy, nonprofit partnership building, and hands‑on engagement 
with local leaders and families, which has taught me how policy 
affects people directly. I also rely on data, expert input, and trans-

parent communication to guide decisions. These experiences, along with the abil-
ity to listen, collaborate, and work respectfully across different perspectives, shape 
how I approach policymaking and prepare me to serve effectively.

Elections: Texas should make voting easy for eligible Texans while keeping elec-
tions secure. I support steps that help people vote, like clear voter information, am-
ple accessibility, and simple registration. I support strong security measures such 
as reliable voting machines, accurate voter rolls, and regular audits. I also believe 
in bipartisan oversight and good communication with local election officials, so the 
rules stay fair, transparent, and based on evidence rather than politics.
Immigration: Texas needs clear, workable policies at the border and in our commu-
nities, but everyone within our state, regardless of legal status, should have access to 
due‑process protections. That means ensuring people have access to legal informa-
tion, interpreters, and fair hearings so they understand their rights. It requires close 

TEXAS SENATE DISTRICT 18: The Senator for Senate District 18 serves 17 counties: Aransas, Austin, Burleson, Calhoun, DeWitt, Fayette, Goliad, 
Gonzales, Grimes, Lavaca, Lee, Refugio, Victoria, Washington, and part of Fort Bend, Harris, and Waller.

TEXAS SENATE
Four-year term. The Texas State Senate is the upper chamber of the Texas State Legislature. Alongside the Texas 
House of Representatives, it forms the legislative branch of the Texas state government and works alongside the 
governor of Texas to create laws and establish a state budget. Legislative authority and responsibilities of the 
Texas State Senate include passing bills on public policy matters, setting levels for state spending, raising and 
lowering taxes, and voting to uphold or override gubernatorial vetoes.

★ QUESTIONS TO CANDIDATES
Qualifications: What training, experience, and characteristics qualify you for this 
position?
Elections: What changes should be made to Texas election laws to protect voting 
rights and access while maintaining safe and secure elections?
Immigration: How would you address immigration issues affecting our state while 
ensuring all individuals within our borders, regardless of legal status, have access to 

due process protections?
Education: What policies would you support to ensure all Texas students have access 
to quality public education, regardless of school choice policies?
Priorities: What other priorities do you see that are necessary to build an economy 
that works toward the well-being of all?

Lois Kolkhorst (R) No response received

★ QUESTIONS TO CANDIDATES IN DISTRICTS 30 AND 85
Qualifications: What training, experience, and characteristics qualify you for this 
position?
Elections: What changes should be made to Texas election laws to protect voting 
rights and access while maintaining safe and secure elections?
Immigration: How would you address immigration issues affecting our state while 
ensuring all individuals within our borders, regardless of legal status, have access to 

due process protections?
Education: What policies would you support to ensure all Texas students have access 
to quality public education, regardless of school choice policies?
Priorities: What other priorities do you see that are necessary to build an economy 
that works toward the well-being of all?

Erica Gillum (D) No response received
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TEXAS HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES (continued)

TEXAS HOUSE DISTRICT 44: The Representative for Texas House District 44 serves two counties: Gonzales and Guadalupe.

Alan Schoolcraft (R) No response received

Eric Norman (D)
Qualifications: Throughout my life I’ve been a leader; from 
guiding my Scout troop as a teen, to today, where I serve on the 
board of multiple organizations and nonprofits. Anyone can write 
a law, but it takes characteristics like good judgment, humility, 
and a servant's heart, to be a good representative. That also re-
quires knowing your community, listening to people’s needs, con-

sidering the long-term impacts of decisions, seeking advice from qualified sources, 
and not playing political games but pursuing the common good. I don’t need to 
tell you what I WILL do if I’m elected, I can show what I’ve already accomplished 
working with others; raising money for scholarships, addressing hunger in my 
community, and stopping regressive book bans, to name a few.
Education: Texas’ public schools are under-funded because lawmakers sabotaged 
public school finances. For example, legislators mandated School Resource Offi-
cers, but didn’t pay for them. At the same time lawmakers demanded tax compres-
sion, voters approved a bump in the school district property tax exemption, and 
$1B was committed to vouchers. In the coming years, the ballooning cost of the 
program will force us to choose between investing in infrastructure and other pri-
orities or keeping vouchers. Fixing it will require substantially increasing the ba-
sic allotment, switching to enrollment-based funding, and providing resources to 
ensure services for students with physical/mental disabilities and enrichment pro-
grams (art, band, athletics) aren’t cut.

Healthcare: Healthcare is a need, not a luxury, but because of how expensive 
it is, many Texans go without health insurance. Even if you have insurance, doc-
tor’s visits can be costly, so people skip routine checkups. Unexpected medical 
bills shouldn’t leave your family in bankruptcy! Medicaid expansion would provide 
healthcare to millions more Texans, which would bring down costs for all of us. 
Even though the majority of Texans support this, and we already pay for it in fed-
eral taxes, the governor has killed previous efforts for political reasons. Building 
on Medicaid expansion, I’d work with other lawmakers to address urgent needs like 
Texas’ maternal mortality crisis by tackling issues like the growing list of counties 
with no maternal care.
Water: Texans are upset about data centers because they’re being forced on our 
communities, whether we want them or not. Unfortunately, the property taxes they 
promise make them appealing to cities/counties facing budget shortfalls. But taxes 
shouldn’t be the only way we evaluate data center projects, because they’ll have 
major impacts on our natural resources, public health, and the economy. The indus-
try doesn’t make understanding their impacts easy, according to the Texas Tribune, 
“less than 30% of data centers responded to a state-mandated water usage survey 
conducted by the Texas Water Development Board.” Without this information, can 
we really make responsible decisions? Please visit my website and social media ac-
counts to learn more.
Campaign Website: www.ericfortx.com

coordination with local government, so enforcement does not interfere with essential 
services or create fear that keeps families from seeking help. I support prioritizing 
enforcement against serious criminal activity rather than broad actions that sweep up 
families and longtime community members. This way Texas can uphold the law, pro-
tect public safety & still treat every person with dignity and fairness.
Education: I would support policies that ensure every Texas student has access 
to a strong public education, no matter what school choice options exist. That in-
cludes fully funding public schools, strengthening teacher recruitment and reten-
tion, and investing in special education, bilingual education, and rural schools so 
no community is left behind. I also support transparent accountability standards 

for all schools receiving public dollars and clear information for families so they 
can make informed decisions.
Priorities: I believe building an economy that supports every Texan requires rais-
ing the minimum wage, expanding affordable housing, ensuring access to afford-
able healthcare, and providing free public college tuition so students can pursue 
opportunity without crushing debt. Supporting small businesses, expanding work-
force training, and improving infrastructure, especially in rural areas, creates 
long‑term stability and good jobs. I also back policies that promote clean energy, 
modern water systems, and safe communities. Together, these priorities help create 
an economy where every Texan has a fair chance to succeed.

Crystal Sedillo (D) (continued)

★ QUESTIONS TO CANDIDATES IN DISTRICT 44 
Qualifications: What training, experience, and characteristics qualify you for 
this position?
Education: What policies would you support to ensure all Texas students have 
access to quality public education, regardless of school choice policies?
Healthcare: What role should the state government play in promoting a healthy 

Texas population, and what steps would you take to ensure that healthcare is af-
fordable and accessible for all Texans?
Water: How should Texas evaluate and manage the impact of large data centers 
on local and regional water supplies, particularly in areas facing drought or rapid 
growth?
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TEXAS HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES (continued)

TEXAS HOUSE DISTRICT 85: The Representative for Texas House District 85 serves six counties: Austin, Colorado, Fayette, Waller, Wharton, and 
part of Fort Bend.

Lawrence Brandyburg (D)
Qualifications: I have over 36 years of leadership experience 
as a combat infantry officer, a college professor/college president, 
and CEO.
Elections: Texas should make elections simple and safe for its 
citizens.  It could do so by providing more funding for voter regis-
tration and voter education programs.  It could also make mail-in 
ballot voting less confusing and easier to read and follow.

Immigration: Texas should advocate for and support more federal support for im-
migration courts.  By reducing backlogs through increased federal support for the 
courts, the state can help ensure cases are decided on the merits of individual cir-
cumstances rather than administrative expediency.  State-level immigration law 

enforcement must also have clear legal standards.  Texas would also benefit from 
clear cooperation between state and federal law enforcement.
Education:  I will prioritize fully funding Texas public schools by boosting state 
spending per student and raising teacher pay. I will reduce reliance on standardized 
tests, oppose private school voucher plans that use public tax dollars, and expand 
access to free, universal pre-K programs for all children.
Priorities: An economy that benefits all Texans would focus on developing a 
strong workforce through a clear state workforce education plan. Texas should also 
focus on rapid growth by improving infrastructure and supporting small business 
growth. Texans are suffering from the high cost of living. Focusing on affordable 
health care and working to reduce energy costs would greatly increase opportuni-
ties to build a strong Texas economy.
Campaign Website: https://drlawrencebrandyburg.com/

Dennis “Goose” Geesaman (R)
Qualifications: Experience and leadership. Five terms on city 
council, then mayor, started an economic development corpo-
ration (EDC), retired AF Lt Colonel and fighter squadron com-
mander, business owner, cow/calf/hay operator. Engineering and 
MBA degrees.

Elections: Mandatory verifiable audits of the vote.
Immigration: Use due process, but legal status is required to remain.
Education: Parents have the opportunity to seek all qualified and certified op-
tions, and at some level the money follows the child.
Priorities: Reestablishing manufacturing in the US and not outsourcing most of it.
Campaign Website: https://goose4texrep.com/
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COUNTY RACES IN SOUTH CENTRAL TEXAS
County officials make decisions you see every day: roads and bridges, law enforcement, courts, pub-
lic records, and how elections are run. The following pages list all county races on the ballot in Colo-
rado, DeWitt, Fayette, Gonzales, and Lavaca counties, organized by county. Candidates in contested 
races answered the League's questions in their own words; candidates running unopposed are listed 
by name and office.
These races are often decided by just a few votes. Every vote matters.

106 years of showing up. Every single election.
It was true then. It's true now: voting matters.
Same message, new era. Please vote.

County Clerk: Four-year term. A County Clerk in the state of Texas serves as clerk and custodian of records for the Commissioners Court, Constitutional 
County Court and Statutory County Courts; acts as a recorder and custodian of important public records, including all bonds, deeds, birth and death 
certificates, assumed names and livestock brands, ensuring that records are maintained in a secure, archival manner; issues marriage licenses; and in 
some counties, serves as chief elections officer.
County Commissioner: Four-year term. A county commissioner in the state of Texas is elected to the County Commissioners Court to conduct the general 
business of the county. The Court consists of the county judge, elected at-large, and four commissioners, elected by geographical precinct. Each commis-
sioner is typically responsible for building and maintaining county roads and bridges within the precinct. Commissioners adopt the county budget and the 
county tax rate; approve all budgeted purchases of the county; set all salaries and benefits for county employees; authorize all county contracts; provide and 
maintain all county buildings and facilities; and fill vacancies in elective and appointed county offices. 

County Judge: Four-year term. A Texas County Judge acts as the chief executive and judicial officer, presiding over the Commissioners Court (the county’s 
legislative body) and handling administrative duties like budgeting, setting tax rates, and managing emergency response, while also presiding over specific 
court cases (probate, small civil, appeals) and serving as the county’s public face, with roles varying by county population.
County Treasurer: Four-year term. The County Treasurer in the state of Texas receives and deposits all county revenues; acts as chief liaison between 
the county and depository banks; disburses funds upon the order of the Commissioners Court; records receipts and expenditures and reconciles bank 
statements; may prepare the payroll; may be designated as the county’s investment officer and required to submit regular reports on county finance to the 
members of the Commissioners Court; may also act as the county’s human resources officer, employee benefits coordinator, risk manager and insurance 
coordinator; and may have some audit responsibilities in counties with no Auditor.
District Clerk: Four-year term. The District Clerk in the state of Texas serves as clerk and custodian of all records for the District Courts; indexes and 
secures all court records, collects filing fees, and handles funds held in litigation and money awarded to minors; coordinates the jury panel selection 
process; may process passport applications; and manages court registry funds.
Justice of the Peace: Four-year term. A justice of the peace in the state of Texas presides over the justice court in a geographical area (precinct) 
and hears cases involving Class C misdemeanors, small civil disputes, and landlord/tenant disputes; conducts inquests; and may perform marriage 
ceremonies.

COUNTY ELECTIONS County Clerk ★ County Commissioner ★ County Judge ★ County Treasurer ★ District Clerk ★​
Justice of the Peace
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For early voting and election day polling locations and hours, check the Colorado County elections website:  
https://www.co.colorado.tx.us/page/colorado.elections

 Kimberly Menke (R)
Colorado County Clerk

Ryan P. Brandt (R)
Colorado County Commissioner 
Precinct 2

Todd Krenek (R)
Colorado County Commissioner 
Precinct 4

Ty Prause (R)
Colorado County Judge

Joyce Guthmann (R)
Colorado County Treasurer

Valerie Dunn Harmon (R)
Colorado County District Clerk

Rodney Meyer (R)
Justice of the Peace Precinct 1

Boe Reeves (R)
Justice of the Peace Precinct 2

Stan Warfield (R)
Justice of the Peace Precinct 4

THE FOLLOWING CANDIDATES ARE RUNNING UNOPPOSED

COLORADO COUNTY

★ QUESTIONS TO CANDIDATES
Qualifications: What training, experience, and characteristics will help you be a 
fair and impartial Justice of the Peace?
Operations: As Justice of the Peace, what steps will you take to ensure that your 

office carries out its duties effectively?
Equal Access: How would you ensure that all individuals who enter your court 
receive equal access to justice?

ALL CANDIDATES LISTED BELOW ARE ON THE BALLOT AND OPPOSED

Justice of the Peace Precinct 3

Donald J. Clark (R)
Qualifications: My 28 years of service as a Federal Agent with the U.S. Secret 
Service taught me the importance of careful listening, respect for every person who 
comes before the court, and decisions grounded in the facts and the law not in emo-
tion, pressure, or personal relationships. As a Justice of the Peace, I believe fair-
ness, impartiality, patience, integrity, and compassion are essential to the proper 
administration of justice. Every person who enters my courtroom deserves to be 
heard and treated with dignity and respect. I take that responsibility seriously. I am 
committed to applying the law equally
Operations: As Justice of the Peace, I will ensure the office operates efficiently, 
professionally, and with the highest standards of integrity. My 28 years of ser-

vice as a federal agent taught me the importance of preparation, accountability, at-
tention to detail, and following established laws and procedures. I will make sure 
cases are handled promptly and fairly, records and court procedures are maintained 
accurately, and everyone who comes before the court is treated with dignity and re-
spect. I will listen carefully, review the facts and applicable law, and make deci-
sions based upon law and evidence 
Equal Access: I would ensure that every person who enters my courtroom is 
treated equally, fairly, with dignity and respect, regardless of their background, fi-
nancial situation, or circumstances. Equal access to justice means making sure peo-
ple understand the process, have an opportunity to be heard, and are treated with pa-
tience and professionalism. My courtroom will be a place where everyone is heard, 
everyone is respected, and everyone receives the same fair and impartial treatment 

Will Schneider (WI)
Please see VOTE411.org for responses.

Bennie Zajicek (WI)
Please see VOTE411.org for responses.
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For early voting and election day polling locations and hours, check the DeWitt County elections website:  
https://www.co.dewitt.tx.us/page/elections

Natalie Carson (R)
DeWitt County Clerk

Brenda Lopez (R)
DeWitt County Commissioner 
Precinct 2

Brian Carson (R)
DeWitt County Commissioner 
Precinct 4

Desirae Poth-Garibay (R)
DeWitt County Treasurer

Esther M. Ruiz (R)
DeWitt County District Clerk

John V. Garoni (R)
DeWitt County Justice of the Peace 
Precinct 1

Blanca S. McBride (R)
DeWitt County Justice of the Peace 
Precinct 2

THE FOLLOWING CANDIDATES ARE RUNNING UNOPPOSED

DEWITT COUNTY

DeWitt County Judge
★ QUESTIONS TO CANDIDATES
Motivation: Why are you running for this position?
Managing growth: How can our county manage growth in a way that maintains 
local character, conserves natural resources, protects our environment, and makes 

good use of taxpayer funds?
Priorities: Which county services do you think need the most attention or reform? 
What are people asking you to address if elected?

ALL CANDIDATES LISTED BELOW ARE ON THE BALLOT AND OPPOSED

Pat Trevino (D)
Motivation: I am running for DeWitt County Judge because De-
Witt County deserves a real choice.  I stepped forward out of civic 
duty not political ambition. Dewitt County deserves someone who 
can step into the role and on day one start doing the job that needs 
to be done.  We’ve been sitting on GLO grant money that’s been 
there since Hurricane Harvey. I’m not leaving any money on the 
table not when it’s meant for the citizens of Dewitt County. These 

funds are for road repairs, flood mitigation, drainage improvements, erosion con-

trol, and major water/wastewater infrastructure upgrades.
Managing growth: We can begin by treating creeks and floodplains as assets 
not obstacles and by having natural drainage instead of concrete everywhere. Ev-
ery major project should ask: what does this do to our water- quality, quantity, and 
flooding. And it’s important that we measure outcomes not just how much we have 
spent.
Priorities: The number one issue residents raise in our rural communities are the 
poor road conditions, then we need to address the washouts after storms, lack of 
proper drainage, and the heavy truck traffic damaging rural roads.

Ben Zimmerman (R)
Motivation: De Witt County is home. It is where Samantha and I 
were raised, where so much of who we are was formed, and where 
we chose to return to raise our three daughters in hopes that they 
may one day choose to do the same. The communities of De Witt 
County invested in us long before we could ever give anything 
back. I am running for De Witt County Judge because I believe 
my professional experience, capabilities, and perspective can be 

put to work for the county that helped shape who I am. I want to do my part for De 
Witt County and for all of the people who, like me, are proud to call it home.
Managing growth: De Witt County should welcome growth, but at all times in 
a manner that respects private property rights and ensures that such growth can be 
achieved without sacrificing the quality of life that leads people to make De Witt 

County their home and a place where all in De Witt County can comfortably and 
safely live, work, and raise their families. This requires thoughtful and transparent 
planning, as well as constant diligence, to anticipate and manage, in a fiscally re-
sponsible manner, long-term impacts on county infrastructure and ongoing capa-
bilities and readiness of essential county services.
Priorities: Included among my priorities are ensuring county government is ac-
cessible, transparent, and communicative; maintaining strong law enforcement, 
fire protection, and emergency management capabilities and resources; proactively 
and responsibly improving and maintaining county infrastructure; and ensuring 
we not only address today's needs and challenges, but also thoughtfully anticipate 
those ahead. In my conversations across De Witt County, I continue to hear the im-
portance of transparency, communication, responsible spending, and public safety, 
among other issues. 
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FAYETTE COUNTY

Josh Homan (R)
Fayette County Judge

Brenda Kallus Fietsam (R)
Fayette County Clerk

Clint Sternadel (R)
Fayette County Commissioner Precinct 2

Drew Brossmann (R)
Fayette County Commissioner Precinct 4

Jamie Moreau (R)
Fayette County Justice of the Peace Precinct 2

Charles Zapalac (R)
Fayette County Justice of the Peace Precinct 3

Paul Zapalac (R)
Fayette County Justice of the Peace Precinct 4

Jessica Pietsch (R)
Fayette County District Clerk

For early voting and election day polling locations and hours, check the Fayette County elections website:  
https://www.co.fayette.tx.us/page/fayette.elections

THE FOLLOWING CANDIDATES ARE RUNNING UNOPPOSED

GONZALES COUNTY

Lona Ackman (R)
Gonzales County Clerk (Unexpired Term)

Robert (Bobby) Tomas (R)
Gonzales County Commissioner Precinct 2

Cody Mikulencak (R)
Gonzales County Commissioner Precinct 3

Collie Boatright, Jr (R)
Gonzales County Commissioner Precinct 4 
(Unexpired Term)

Janice Sutton (R)
Gonzales County District Clerk  
(Unexpired Term)

Deidra D Voigt (R)
Gonzales County Justice of the Peace  
Precinct 1 (Unexpired Term)

Darryl Becker (R)
Gonzales County Justice of the Peace  
Precinct 4

For early voting and election day polling locations and hours, check the Gonzales County elections website:  
https://www.co.gonzales.tx.us/page/gonzales.elections.admin

THE FOLLOWING CANDIDATES ARE RUNNING UNOPPOSED

ALL CANDIDATES LISTED BELOW ARE ON THE BALLOT AND OPPOSED

Gonzales County Judge
★ QUESTIONS TO CANDIDATES
Motivation: Why are you running for this position?
Managing growth: How can our county manage growth in a way that maintains 
local character, conserves natural resources, protects our environment, and makes 

good use of taxpayer funds?
Priorities: Which county services do you think need the most attention or reform? 
What are people asking you to address if elected?

Patrick D. Davis (R)
Motivation: I have dedicated my entire adult life to public service. 
I have devoted my career to protecting and serving this communi-
ty-first through 32 years in law enforcement, and now two terms as 
County Judge. It remains an honor to lead with honesty, integrity, and 
equal justice for everyone. I am running for re-election to ensure our 
county remains a safe, secure, and prosperous place to raise a family.

Managing growth: By being smart and deliberate so we don't lose what makes our 
county special.  We can protect our county's heritage, it's environment and our resi-

dent's hard-earned tax dollars by working with local governments and economic de-
velopment corporations (EDC's). By working together, we can attract the right kind of 
smart business growth while making sure we actively protect our vital water supplies, 
natural spaces, and historic roots.
Priorities: Across the county, road and bridge infrastructure, tax affordability and 
county jail capacity/reform are frequently brought up. Addressing these areas takes bal-
ancing essential public safety and infrastructure needs with responsible stewardship of 
taxpayer dollars. People want safe, well-maintained roads; a secure justice system that 
keeps our community safe; and a local government that lives within its means.
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For early voting and election day polling locations and hours, check the Lavaca County elections website:  
https://www.co.lavaca.tx.us/page/elections

Barbara K. Steffek (R)
Lavaca County Clerk

Pat J. Steffek (R)
Lavaca County Commissioner 
Precinct 2

Marty Steffek (R)
Lavaca County Commissioner 
Precinct 4

Keith Mudd (R)
Lavaca County Judge

Tammy Koerth (R)
Lavaca County Treasurer

Lori A. Wenske (R)
Lavaca County District Clerk

James Foster (R)
Lavaca County Justice of the Peace 
Precinct 1

Christopher Ulcak (R)
Lavaca County Justice of the Peace 
Precinct 2

Mark Yackel (R)
Lavaca County Justice of the Peace 
Precinct 3

Hallie Hall (R)
Lavaca County Justice of the Peace 
Precinct 4

THE FOLLOWING CANDIDATES ARE RUNNING UNOPPOSED

LAVACA COUNTY

GONZALES COUNTY (continued)

Ashley Smith (WI)
Please see VOTE411.org for responses.
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ADDITIONAL PROPOSITIONS THAT MAY BE ON YOUR BALLOT

RICE CONSOLIDATED INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

THIS IS A PROPERTY TAX INCREASE. The issuance of $55,000,000 bonds for the Construction, Acquisition, Renovation, Expansion, Improvement and Equipment 
of School Buildings in the District, Including the Construction of a New Consolidated Elementary School, Safety and Security Upgrades to the High School and Dis-
trict-Wide Renovations to the Existing School Buildings, and the Purchase of New School Buses; and the levying of a tax to pay the principal of and interest on the bonds 
and the costs of any related credit agreements.

WEIMAR INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT – PROPOSITION A

THIS IS A PROPERTY TAX INCREASE. The issuance of $12,000,000 of bonds for the construction, acquisition, renovation, rehabilitation, expansion, improvement 
and equipment of school buildings (including, but not limited to, elementary school and high school renovations, parking lot and student drop-off improvements, gymna-
sium improvements, a band hall, and career and technical education building improvements), and the levy and imposition of taxes sufficient to pay the principal of and 
interest on the bonds. 

WEIMAR INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT – PROPOSITION B

THIS IS A PROPERTY TAX INCREASE. The issuance of $3,000,000 of bonds for the construction, acquisition, renovation, rehabilitation, expansion, improvement 
and equipment of athletic stadium facilities in the District (including football, baseball and softball stadium improvements), and the levy and imposition of taxes suffi-
cient to pay the principal of and interest on the bonds.

CITY OF SCHULENBURG, TEXAS – PROPOSITION A

THIS IS A TAX INCREASE. The issuance of certificates of obligation in an amount not to exceed $8,000,000 for the purpose of evidencing the indebtedness of the 
city to pay contractual obligations to be incurred for (1) city hall and the police station renovations; (2) water and sewer system improvements including water well 
and wastewater plant; and (3) contractual obligations for professional services, and levying and imposition of taxes sufficient to pay the principal of and interest on the 
certificates of obligation.

NIXON-SMILEY CONSOLIDATED INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT – PROPOSITION A

THIS IS A TAX INCREASE. Ratifying the ad valorem tax rate of $1.0446 per $100 valuation in Nixon-Smiley Consolidated Independent School District for the current 
year, a rate that will result in an increase of 0 percent in maintenance and operations tax revenue for the District for the current year as compared to the preceding year, 
which is an additional $0.
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