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By Frank Neill

Widespread shock has been ex-
pressed after people received their first 
water service bill from Tiaki Wai.

This has resulted in a significant 
number of people posting about the 
changes on social media pages.

Continued on page 2.

A ratepayer viewing the Tiaki 
Wai bill they have just received.  
Photo: Frank Neill.
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  Smaller classes
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  Intentional wellbeing education
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Are you paying too much?

Second Inscription from $950.00
New Plaques from $1300.00

New Headstones from $2200.00
Permit, Lettering, Artwork, Installation and GST all Included 

BUY DIRECT & SAVE 
GLOVER MEMORIALS 

7 Hartham Pl Sth, Porirua
Ph: 237-8891

Also at 9A Seaview Rd, Lower Hutt

Headstone specialists since 1911

www.glovermemorials.co.nz

WWW.ELITEARBORICULTURE.CO.NZ  |  027 343 8846 or jade.elitearb@gmail.com

SUPERIOR TREE  
MANAGEMENT

From Wellington, Porirua, Kapiti to 
Horowhenua, we provide qualified and 
professional arborist services.
Our services include:

Fully qualified and totally insured.
Please get in touch to receive your free quote

www.elitearb.co.nz  
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Huge community frustration
Continued from page 1.

“I’ve never seen so much frustration in the 
community and stupid ludicrous bills that 
are way too expensive and unsustainable 
for many – regardless of a so called reduced 
rates,” one Facebook post says.
“I’m worried about the elderly, in particular, 
who rely on the pension.
“Do they get some sort of discount? Other-
wise how are they expected to pay this. 
“MPs need to step up. Notice how quiet they 
are.” 
“We can’t let Tiaki Wai keep pushing ahead 
with unaffordable water bills without listen-
ing to the people who have to pay them,” 
another Facebook post says.
“It’s time to stand up.”
And these are just two of a long list of com-
ments posted on Facebook.
This was “inevitable, wasn’t it,” says Stop 
Tiaki Wai founder Guy Nunns.
“Everyone online is talking about it.”
Many of the people commenting did not 
seem to be aware, however, of the fact that 
the total amount people will have to pay 
both their local Council and Tiaki Wai would 
include a reduction in the rates component, 
as the Council would no longer be paying for 
water.
“There’s a lot of ignorance out there, as people 
have not understood that Council was going 
to be taking out a portion of their rates from 
their rates bill to compensate for the water 
infrastructure rates from Tiaki Wai,” Guy 
says.
“That’s why there’s a lot of anger there.”
It raises the question as to “why the five 
councils [who set up Tiaki Wai] did not 
co-ordinate their rates billing with Tiaki 
Wai.
“It should have all come out at exactly the 

Guy Nunns (left) and Jeremy Verity, two of the founders of Stop Tiaki Wai.  
Photo: Frank Neill.
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same time with cover notes, but that’s not 
been done,” Guy says.
There is a big variation in the increase people 
will have to pay when they add both the rates 
bill and the Tiaki Wai bill together.
“On average your bill is going to go up by 
about 10%,” Guy says.
“If we compare it with other areas, we are 
paying a lot more already, and they are trying 
to make it [the water bill] three times more 
in a few years’ time.
“I have a three bedroom house in Karori, and 
the rates currently are $6,000 a year.
“In 10 years it might be getting close to 
tripling. It will be at least two and a half 
times what it is now.
“That’s Tiaki Wai’s figures. That’s not mine,” 
he said.
Because of that, Stop Tiaki Wai is continuing 
its iniatives to seek significant change to the 
Tiaki Wai set up.
“We are having a protest on 20 August,” 
says Jeremy Verity, another of Stop Tiaki 
Wai’s founders.
The protest will march from Frank Kitts 

Park to Parliament, starting at 11:30am.
The protest, Guy says, “is against the action 
of Tiaki Wai.
“We want to completely change this or-
ganisation to suit us and us alone, the greater 
Wellington city ratepayer and resident.”
Stop Tiaki Wai has both a website (stop-
tiakiwai.org) and a Facebook page, and 
information on the upcoming protest will 
be posted there.
In the meantime “get involved and raise your 
voices,” Guy says.
“What actions can you take?
“You can write to your Councillor.
“You can write to the Mayor.
“You can write to your MP,” he said, 
mentioning Casey Costello, Andy Foster 
from NZ First, Cameron Luxton from 
ACT and Tangi Utikere from the Labour 
Party.
“You can write outside your jurisdiction 
because now you are part of a water body 
that includes three other jurisdictions.
“You can write to the Minister of Local 
Government Simon Watts,” Guy says.
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MP Barbara Edmonds (left), NRG founder Rodney Barber and MP 
Ginny Andersen at last week’s meeting on Newlands, Paparangi 
and Woodridge resilience. Photo: Supplied.
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2/18 Moorefield Road, Johnsonville, Wellington

Labour.org.nz/gregoconnor

          /GregOhariu

Authorised by Greg O’Connor MP, 
Parliament Buildings Wellington.

MP for Ōhāriu
Spokesperson for Courts and Veterans’ Affairs
Assistant Speaker

Another step forward 
for Newlands resilience

We Have Moved

FREE measure and quote
Hours:  Mon-Fri 9.00am-4:30pm, Sat 10am-2pm 

TRANSFORM YOUR VIEW TODAY

BLINDS FOR YOUR HOME AND OFFICE

Showroom: 
405 Hutt Road, Alicetown, Lower Hutt

sales@justblinds.co.nz 
Ph: 04 472 9920 - www.justblinds.co.nz

  Exciting new fabrics     Wide range of blinds 
  Colour consultancy    Installation - Repairs 

  3 year guarantee
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By Frank Neill

Resilience planning for New-
lands, Paparangi and Wood-
ridge took another step forward 
last week.

The Newlands Resilience 
Group (NRG) published its 
open proposal to Wellington 
and national decision-makers 
for a change in community 
wellbeing and disaster resil-
ience across Newlands, Papa-
rangi and Woodridge on 29 
July.

Just after publishing its open 
proposal, NRG met with Mana 
MP Barbara Edmonds and La-
bour list MP Ginny Andersen, 
who is standing for Hutt South 
in this year’s election.

“ It’s fantastic to see local 
people stepping up to make 
Newlands an even stronger, 
more connected community,” 
Ms Andersen said following 
the meeting.

“Real resilience starts with 
neighbours knowing and sup-
porting one another, whether 
that’s lending a hand in an 
emergency, volunteering, or 
simply feeling like they belong. 

“This initiative is about bring-
ing people together, building 
trust and making sure our 
community is better prepared 
for whatever the future brings. 

“I want to congratulate every-
one involved for the time and 
energy they will be putting in 
to  this work. 

“It’s a great example of what 
we can achieve when a com-
munity comes together with a 
shared vision,” Ms Andersen 
said.

The NRG’s open proposal 
“sits within a wider regional 
challenge,” NRG says. 

“Wellington faces increas-
ingly complex, prolonged and 

interconnected emergencies, 
and effective resilience depends 
on government agencies, infra-
structure providers, community 
organisations and residents 
working together.

“The Wellington Region Civil 
Defence Emergency Manage-
ment Group Plan recognises the 
important role of communities 
in emergency management. 

“Our proposal explores how 
that strategic direction could 
be translated into practical 
neighbourhood capability by 
intentionally strengthening 
relationships, trust, local leader-
ship, community organisation, 
preparedness, measurement and 
continuous improvement.

“The proposal brings together 
two connected opportunities:

ACoRN pilot to strengthen 
connection, trust, volunteer-
ing, neighbourhood leadership, 
disaster preparedness and resi-
dents’ participation in decisions 
affecting their community; and

analysis of the proposed Petone 
to Grenada Link Road.

“Our purpose is not to support 
or oppose the road at this stage. 

“The analysis does not claim 
to represent the views of all 
residents. It is intended to help 
ensure that community wellbe-
ing, environmental stewardship, 
disaster resilience and public 
trust are considered alongside 
transport, engineering and 
economic outcomes.

“We welcome residents’ per-
spectives as this work develops 
and intend to update the analy-
sis following our October 2026 
annual community survey,” 
NRG says.

More information, including 
the open proposal, is at newlan-
drg.weebly.com/news.
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Life Pharmacy Johnsonville Health Hub – Your 
Trusted Destination for Convenient Healthcare

FEEL THE DIFFERENCE EVERY DAY
VENOSAN MEDICAL 

COMPRESSION STOCKINGS

Comfort  Support  Confidence
Do you experience:

√ Tired, aching legs
√ Swelling in feet and ankles
√ Long hours standing or sitting
√ Travel-related leg discomfort

√ Varicose veins
√ Vein circulation issues
√ Poor healing leg wounds

Phone 04 478 4863 ext1 to arrange a fitting 
consultation at Life Pharmacy Johnsonville 

Doctor referrals welcome.

Dori Chin, Pharmacist Business Manager.

Medical Compression Stockings
Feel the Difference with Expert Compression 
Fitting.
Whether you’re managing swollen legs, 
varicose veins, flying or recovering from 
surgery, our expert team can professionally 
fit medical compression stockings to help 
improve circulation and comfort. Phone to 
book.
Sleep Apnoea Clinic
Better Sleep Starts Here.
Loud snoring, daytime fatigue, morning 
headaches and poor concentration may 
all be signs of obstructive sleep apnoea, 
a common condition that can affect your 
overall health and increase the risk of 
cardiovascular disease if left untreated. We 
offer home overnight sleep testing, with 
results reviewed and diagnosed by a Sleep 
Specialist Doctor. We also provide CPAP 

machine sales, mask fitting and ongoing 
support.
Vaccinations (12 years up)
Stay up to date with your vaccinations and 
help protect yourself from preventable 
illnesses. Book your vaccination at: 
www.lifepharmacyjohnsonville.co.nz 
Convenient Vitamin B12 Injection Service
If your doctor has prescribed Vitamin B12 
injections, our qualified pharmacists can 
administer them in a professional, friendly 
environment. 
Blood Pressure Checks
High blood pressure often has no warning 
signs but is a major risk factor for 
heart attack, stroke and kidney disease. 
Urinary Tract Infection (UTI) Consultations
Eligible women can receive assessment 
and treatment for uncomplicated urinary 
tract infections without the wait for a 

GP appointment. 
Emergency Contraception         
Confidential consultations in a private 
setting.  Funding available for under 25 
year olds.
Erectile Dysfunction Consultation
Discreet consultations and, where appro-
priate, treatment options for erectile dysfu-
nction.
Fast Relief for Bacterial Conjunctivitis 
Sticky eyes? Our trained pharmacists can 
assess and, where clinically appropriate, 
provide treatment for eligible patients.
Online Doctor Consultations
Feeling unwell and need to speak with 
a doctor? Our pharmacy offers access to 
virtual consultations for eligible conditions 
from our private consultation room. 
Walk-ins welcome, and availability is often 
prompt depending on demand. 
Access funded Pharmacy services 
Our Pharmacists can provide subsidised 
care and advice for children under 14 and 
their wh�nau regarding: 
Pain & Fever, Oral rehydration, Head lice 
treatment, Scabies treatment, bacterial 
conjunctivitis (2 years-13years)
For other eligible age groups: 
Uncomplicated Urinary Tract infections, 
Emergency Contraceptive.
Consultation and prescription fees may apply.
Medication Made Simple with Blister 
Packing
Managing multiple medications can be 
challenging. Our personalised blister pac-
king service organises your medicines 
into convenient packs, clearly labelled by 
day and time, helping you take the right 
medication at the right time.

Need a Sick Leave Certificate? 
Your Pharmacist May Be Able to Help
Feeling unwell with an eligible minor 
illness and need evidence for your 
employer?  Our qualified pharmacists can 
assess your condition and, where clinically 
appropriate, provide a short-term sick leave 
certificate.
Shingles, Impetigo & Minor Skin
Infection Treatment, Covid Antivirals
Our specially trained pharmacists can assess 
and, where eligible, provide treatment. 
Early assessment and treatment can help 
reduce symptoms, speed recovery and lower 
the risk of complications. 
If your condition requires further medical 
care, we’ll ensure you’re referred appro-
priately.
Prescription service
Convenient and prompt. Receive a text 
when your prescription is ready and when 
your repeats are due. Private Consultation 
Rooms. Open 7 days. We look forward to 
giving you expert care and advice.
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CONFIDENCE
VIAGRA®.
IS KNOWING YOU’RE GETTING
THE ORIGINAL

®

U’RE GETTING’RE GETTING

Fictional character only

BECAUSE IT’S

  VIAGRA®

.

over others?
Why choose VIAGRA®

Viagra® is an unfunded Prescription Medicine for the treatment of erectile dysfunction (impotence) in men. Viagra 
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Erection problems – why do men avoid 
treatment?
While attitudes to men’s health have 
changed in recent years, there’s still room for 
improvement. That’s definitely the case with 
erectile dysfunction (ED), a condition estimated 
to affect around 300,000 kiwi blokes . To make 
matters worse, it’s also estimated a whopping 
three quarters don’t receive treatment.  
So what’s holding men back from getting help 
for their ED? Well, here’s the more common 
excuses….

“I don’t like doctors.”
Unless we’re on death’s door a 
lot of men are happier with their 
head in the sand than in the 
waiting room, especially if it’s to 
talk about ED. The irony is that ED 
is often a sign of a more serious 
medical problem like high choles-
terol, heart disease, diabetes or 
high blood pressure. Get your ED 

issues looked at for this reason 
alone.

“I don’t have a doctor.”
You probably do but being a man 
you also probably don’t see them 
enough to have built a strong 
relationship. If you’re starting from 
scratch, find someone you trust 
and the best people to ask are 

usually friends and family.

“I don’t have time.”
There are around 8,766 hours in 
a year and you want to save … 
two? Wouldn’t you rather get to the 
bottom of what’s causing your 
ED and treat  it than worry about 
saving a couple of hours?

Johnsonville Shopping Centre
Ph 478 4863

Can Viagra® help?
Viagra® was the first of its kind, a ‘PDE5 inhibitor’ that works by relaxing muscles in blood vessel walls, helping 
increase blood flow to the penis. This makes it easier to get and maintain an erection. Commonly referred to as 
the original ‘little blue pill’, for over 20 years Viagra® has helped millions of men around the world treat erectile 
dysfunction. If you think Viagra® could help, make an appointment with your doctor or prescribing pharmacist. 
They’ll have a better idea of what’s causing your ED and if it’s right for you, prescribe the one and only Viagra®.

To find out more about ED or to see a doctor or prescribing pharmacist about getting Viagra® 
Check out www.viagra.co.nz/how-to-get-viagra/

"To insure good health: eat lightly, breathe deeply, live moderately, cultivate 
cheerfulness, and maintain an interest in life." – William Londen
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Visit Unichem Medical 
Corner Pharmacy today

Still waking up tired?
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$50 off  
overnight  
at-home sleep 
apnea tests*
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Call Life Pharmacy  
Johnsonville today

04 478 4863 ext2 Johnsonville Shopping Centre, Wellington
 You should speak to your healthcare professional about your symptoms and whether a home sleep test is suitable for you. ALWAYS READ THE LABEL AND FOLLOW 
THE INSTRUCTIONS FOR USE. IF SYMPTOMS PERSIST, TALK TO YOUR HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONAL. References: Mayo Clinic. “Obstructive sleep apnea – 
Symptoms and causes.” Mayo Clinic, December 04, 2025. https://www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-conditions/obstructive-sleep-apnea/symptoms-causes/syc-20352090 
(mayoclinic.org in Bing). Accessed 17 July 2026.
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Johnsonville

Don't ignore 
the snore!

Full size and  
travel mini  

CPAP machine  
options

The Dispensary team at Life Pharmacy Johnsonville
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 Nga Tawa is an all girls secondary boarding 
and day school located in Marton. Principal 
Lesley Carter believes every student deserves 
an education that nurtures not only academic 
success, but also confidence, character and 
a genuine sense of purpose. At Nga Tawa, 
our Anglican special character is at the heart 
of this philosophy. Guided by Christian 
values, students are known, supported and 
challenged within our close-knit community.
“We believe girls achieve their best when 
they are given every opportunity to discover 

their strengths and pursue their passions. 
Whether in the classroom, the humanities 
and arts, sport, leadership or service, every 
experience contributes to educating the whole 
student.”Academic excellence is underpinned 
by ongoing investment in high-quality teach-
ing. “By continually strengthening our liter-
acy and numeracy programmes, alongside 
targeted support and extension opportunities, 
we ensure every student is equipped to 
achieve her best. Our NCEA results reflect 
this, with 100% pass rates across Levels 1, 2 

and 3 and University Entrance.” A defining 
feature of Nga Tawa is our internationally rec-
ognised on-site Equestrian Academy, where 
students train with accomplished coaches. 
Ph. +64 6 327 6429 
Email: info@ngatawa.school.nz 

Lesley Carter - Nga Tawa Diocesan School

Kevin Carter has proudly led Rongotai 
College since 2009, bringing extensive 
experience in boys’ education and a clear 
vision for helping every young man achieve 
his potential.

Rongotai College offers the advantages 
of a boys’ school education in a supportive 
environment where students are known as 
individuals, not numbers. With smaller class 
sizes and strong relationships between staff 
and students, boys receive the encourage-
ment, guidance and challenge they need to 

thrive academically, socially and personally. 
It is a place where no boy is lost in the crowd.

Before joining Rongotai College, Mr 
Carter held leadership positions at Auckland 
Grammar School, Napier Boys’ High School 
and Tauranga Boys’ College. He believes the 
key to success is creating a culture of high 
expectations, personal responsibility and mu-
tual respect, while providing opportunities 
for every student to discover their strengths.

Whether in the classroom, on the sports 
field, on the stage or through service to 

others, Rongotai College is committed to de-
veloping confident, capable and well-rounded 
young men prepared for life beyond school.

Tel: 04 939 3050
170 Coutts Street, Kilbirnie, Wellington
www.rongotai.school.nz

Kevin Carter - Rongotai College

I am extremely proud to be the Tumuaki of 
Raroa Normal Intermediate and I am fortunate 
to be part of an amazing learning community of 
students, staff and whanau.

Raroa kaiako are committed to meeting the 
diverse needs of akonga. We recognise that 
emerging adolescence is a time of significant 
personal, physiological and neurological change. 
We respond to these needs by providing an envi-
ronment where they can thrive. The Intermediate/
Middle School education model provides oppor-
tunities to specifically cater to akonga at their 
age and stage of development. Raroa has a rich 

history of excellence and innovation. It is a school 
culture that is defined by high-quality teaching 
and a strong emphasis on whanaungatanga, or 
building relationships, to enhance the learning 
experience and strengthen student engagement.
We believe in personalised approaches and ensure 
that everyone is valued, respected, and cared for 
in safe and stimulating learning environments.

Our programmes incorporate the best of both 
traditional and modern teaching pedagogy to 
create a vibrant, engaging and student-focused 
curriculum. Learning takes many forms at Raroa 
and we provide authentic learning experiences 

to help students reach their full potential intel-
lectually, socially, creatively and physically. As 
we seek to uphold the principles of Te Tiriti o 
Waitangi, we motivate students to become con-
tributing, participating members of our learning 
community. Raroa is the leading choice for age 
and stage specific middle school education.

Stephen Eames - Raroa Normal Intermediate  

M E E T  Y O U R Principal

He kura motuhake a Te K�reti o Tarik�k�, i runga 
i te rangatiratanga o ng� tauira me ng� kaimahi, me 
ng� wh�nau. What makes Onslow College special - 
it is the students, it is the staff , it is the community. 
Onslow College Principal, Jono Wyeth, wants 
every student to feel empowered to achieve their 
full potential and grow into confident, and valued 
members of Aotearoa. Our school is built upon a 
clear vision and a strong set of values that are the 
foundation of everything we do: Manaakitanga, 
Pursuing Growth, Whanaungatanga, Valuing 
Diversity and Kaitiakitanga. These values underpin 

our commitment to academic excellence and 
holistic development. We are consistently among 
the top schools in New Zealand for academic 
achievement. Since 2022, we have been in the 
top 5 state co-ed secondary schools across all of 
New Zealand for University Entrance attainment, 
including being the number 1 school in 2024. In 
2025, Onslow College had the second highest rate 
of Merit and Excellence Endorsements across all 
Wellington State and State Integrated Schools. 
As a leader, Jono embodies the Onslow College 
vision of meeting people where they are, nurturing 

them to thrive and supporting them to achieve 
their aspirations. “Onslow College is a school 
where you can be yourself in an environment 
that will challenge and care for you in equal 
measure.” - Jono Wyeth, Tumuaki/ Principal 
Website: https://onslow.school.nz/ Email: 
principal@onslow.school.nz

Jono Wyeth - Onslow College

 At Altum Classical Academy we narrow 
our focus down to the core, time-honoured 
educational disciplines which serve as the 
master keys to the doors of opportunity. 
Our year 7-10 ‘Grammar’ phase produces 
discerning, confident, and civic-minded 
young people who are thoroughly equipped 
to thrive as their choices expand.

Our classical approach shapes not only our 
curriculum, but our entire approach to how 
best to teach, learn, and live. We structure 
our school day and week in a manner which 

develops every aspect of what we know a 
successful, driven young person to embody.

Having experienced education across 
different continents, curricula, and within 
the state and private sectors; our school rep-
resents a dream-come-true for me, where 
we are empowered to offer an exceptional 
educational experience, completely fees-
free and open to all.

Open for years 7-9 in 2026, we will 
be expanding our offering by one level 
each year until we welcome our first year 

13 cohort in 2030. To find out more or 
book a tour, please head to our website, 
www.altum.school.nz, or
email admin@altum.school.nz.

 Christian Pera – Altum Classical Academy
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M E E T  Y O U R Principal

Discover your future at Newlands 
College, a vibrant inclusive community 
where passionate educators and curious 
minds succeed together. We invite you to 
join a supportive environment that empow-
ers every student to find their voice, think 
critically, and actively shape their own path. 
Whether you are taking centre stage in our 
renowned annual musicals, participating in 
cultural showcases, or joining our highly 
active sports teams, our school provides 
the ultimate platform to belong and excel.

At the heart of our college - both 
physically and culturally - is Te Ao M�rama, 
reflecting our deep commitment to Te Ao 
M�ori and the rich diversity of Aotearoa. 
We don’t just aim for academic success; 
we grow lifelong learners grounded in 
manaakitanga, integrity, and respect. Here, 
you will learn the value of hard work while 
contributing meaningfully to the world 
around you. Step into an aspirational school 
where your individuality is celebrated. Your 
journey starts at Newlands College.

Tel:  (04) 473 4136
Website: www.newlands.school.nz

Deb King - Newlands College

 T�n� koutou katoa. It’s my pleasure to 
introduce you to Wellington Hills Christian 
College. We are dedicated to offering an 
education built on the Christian truth that 
each student is created in God’s image and 
is precious in His sight. 

This belief motivates each teacher to know, 
support and inspire each child, leading to 
high expectations for personal and academic 
growth.

Christian education also opens minds to a 
clear and compassionate understanding of 
life, equipping students to use their gifts and 

talents to make a positive impact on the world. 
We want our students to know they are part 
of something bigger than themselves, part of 
something with eternal significance.

Our five values of Faith, Character, Wis-
dom, Excellence and Community are 
articulated, taught, encouraged and lived 
out. 

Our classes are focused on delivering rich 
content, building conceptual understanding 
and developing personal competencies. 
This is delivered by a dedicated and caring 
teaching staff.

Telephone (04) 939 8558 or email 
principal@whcc.school.nz 
www.whcc.school.nz

Tim Kuipers - Wellington Hills Christian College

Paula Wells is Principal of Samuel Marsden 
Collegiate School in Karori, where she 
inspires girls to aim high, think deeply and 
grow in confidence. A strategic educational 
leader, Paula is a Board member of College 
Sport Wellington and was recently awarded 
Life Membership of School Sport New 
Zealand, recognising nine years of service 
on its Board, including four as Chair.

Set on 4.3 hectares of spacious grounds, 
Marsden offers a coeducational Preschool 
and a girls’ school from Years 1–13. Under 

Paula’s leadership, Marsden champions 
academic excellence, with consistently 
outstanding results and the recent reintroduc-
tion of Cambridge International.

At Marsden, every student is known, 
supported and encouraged to pursue their 
strengths. Small classes, exceptional teachers 
and a strong commitment to wellbeing create 
an environment where young people flourish.

Families are warmly invited to experience 
Marsden in action at the Open Day on Friday 
14 August. marsden.school.nz/register

Paula Wells – Samuel Marsden Collegiate School

Jennifer Ioannou – St Brigid’s School
Jennifer Ioannou has been the Prin-

cipal/ Tumuaki of St Brigid’s School, 
Johnsonville since July 2022 and feels 
blessed and privileged to lead the St Brigid’s 
community.

St Brigid’s School is a multicultural Catho-
lic school situated in the heart of Johnson-
ville, catering for over 300 students from 
Years 1–8. The school’s vision, “Learning 
together with strength of character and 
gentleness of heart,” and its values of aroha 
(love), m�ia (courage), whakapono (faith), 

and kotahitanga (inclusiveness) underpin 
all aspects of school life and shape the 
strong culture of St Brigid’s. These guiding 
principles contribute to the school’s well-de-
served reputation, with St Brigid’s students 
entering college as competent young people 
of good character.

Jennifer is passionate about fostering 
a school environment that is supportive, 
inclusive, and culturally connected, with 
a curriculum that is engaging, future-
focused, and integrates wellbeing education.

Web: www.stbrigids.school.nz
Phone: 04 478 6516

N� Belgium t�ku wh�nau, �, n� Te Tiriti o 
Waitangi au i whai tŪrangawaewae ki

Aotearoa.
Kei Te Whanganui-a-Tara t�ku k�inga
Ko Amelie Kelder t�ku ingoa
It is an absolute privilege to serve as Te 

Tumuaki o te K�reti o H�ta Kataraina / 
the Principal of St Catherine’s College. St 
Catherine’s is a vibrant community where we 
celebrate the successes of our �konga, deliver 
a strong academic programme, and offer a 
wide variety of extracurricular opportunities. 
Our Catholic Special Character is at the heart 

of our College, with Mercy values guiding our 
teaching and learning. With students from a 
diverse range of nationalities, we take great 
pride in cherishing and celebrating our mul-
ticultural identities. This year, our school was 
ranked as the top Academic Catholic College 
in Wellington and fourth among Catholic 
colleges nationwide. We were also proud to 
win the prestigious O’Shea Shield competition, 
while our sports teams continue to thrive 
and advance in their divisions. My vision for 
the school is to foster an environment where 
every �konga feels happy, safe, and finds joy 

in learning—a place where they celebrate both 
their own achievements and those of others, 
while deepening their Catholic identity as they 
navigate new challenges and decisions. I am 
looking forward to welcoming new students 
and their wh�nau to our community.

Amelie Kelder – St Catherine’s College

St Catherine's College
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2026  

ABT
Call 027 493 9903

E: autobuffntouch@gmail.com

ROUND 1

ROUND 2

ROUND 3

ROUND 4

ROUND 5

Visit www.provincial.rugby/bunnings-npc/fixtures-and-results for results

30 July
31 July
1 August
1 August
1 August
2 August
2 August

FMG Stadium Waikato

Trafalgar Park 

Navigation Homes Stadium

Invercargill Rugby Park 

One NZ Stadium

Semenoff Stadium

Hnry Stadium

7:10 pm

7:10 pm

2:05 pm

5:05 pm

7:10 pm

2:05 pm

5:05 pm

Waikato

Tasman  

Counties Manukau

 Southland

Canterbury

Northland

Wellington

Bay Of Plenty 

North Harbour

Taranaki

Otago

Auckland 

Manawatū

Hawke’s Bay

v

v

v

v

v

v

v

6 August
7 August
8 August
8 August
8 August
9 August
9 August

North Harbour Stadium

Stadium Taranaki

Eden Park

Rotorua International Stadium

McLean Park

Barr Stadium

Central Energy Trust Arena

7:10 pm

7:10 pm

2:05 pm

5:05 pm

7:10 pm

2:05 pm

5:05 pm

North Harbour

Taranaki

Auckland

Bay Of Plenty

Hawke’s Bay

Otago

Manawatū

Counties Manukau

Waikato

Wellington

Northland

Tasman

Canterbury

Southland

v

v

v

v

v

v

v

13 August
14 August
15 August
15 August
15 August
16 August
16 August

Hnry Stadium

Semenoff Stadium 

One NZ Stadium

Eden Park 

Central Energy Trust Arena

Invercargill Rugby Park 

Navigation Homes Stadium

7:10 pm

7:10 pm

2:05 pm

5:05 pm

7:10 pm

2:05 pm

5:05 pm

Wellington

Northland

Canterbury

Auckland

Manawatū 

Southland

Counties Manukau

North Harbour

Taranaki

Bay Of Plenty 

Hawke’s Bay

Otago

Waikato

Tasman

v

v

v

v

v

v

v

20 August
21 August
22 August
22 August
22 August
23 August
23 August

One NZ Stadium

McLean Park 

Lansdowne Park 

North Harbour Stadium 

Rotorua International Stadium

FMG Stadium Waikato

Forsyth Barr Stadium

7:10 pm

7:10 pm

1:05 pm

5:35 pm

7:35 pm

2:05 pm

5:05 pm

Canterbury

Hawke’s Bay

Tasman

North Harbour

Bay Of Plenty

Waikato

Otago

Northland

Manawatū

Southland

Auckland

Taranaki 

Counties Manukau

Wellington

v

v

v

v

v

v

v

27 August
28 August
29 August
29 August
29 August
30 August
30 August

Invercargill Rugby Park 

Eden Park 

Stadium Taranaki

Forsyth Barr Stadium

Central Energy Trust Arena

Hnry Stadium

Semenoff Stadium

7:10 pm

7:10 pm

2:05 pm

5:05 pm

7:10 pm

2:05 pm

5:05 pm

Southland 

Auckland

Taranaki

Otago

Manawatū

Wellington

Northland

Hawke’s Bay 

Bay Of Plenty 

Canterbury

Waikato

North Harbour

Counties Manukau

Tasman

v

v

v

v

v

v

v

ROUND 6

3 September
4 September
5 September
5 September
5 September
6 September
6 September

Stadium Taranaki

McLean Park

Tauranga Domain

Lansdowne Park

FMG Stadium Waikato 

Navigation Homes Stadium

North Harbour Stadium 

7:10 pm

7:10 pm

2:05 pm

5:05 pm

7:10 pm

2:05 pm

5:05 pm

Taranaki

Hawke’s Bay 

Bay Of Plenty

Tasman

Waikato

Counties Manukau

North Harbour

Auckland

Otago

Manawatū

Wellington 

Canterbury

Southland

Northland

v

v

v

v

v

v

v

0800 25 25 00
www.exceed.co.nz

Craig Burrows
Wellington Franchise Owner
J&P Partners Ltd

M: 021 490 486 E: craig@exceed.co.nz

42A James Cook Drive | Whitby Wellington 5024

@thehuddle.tawaThe Huddle Bar Tawa

Follow us to see what’s playing live, upcoming events, and more.
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DRAW

STEVE FEJOS

Steve Fejos M 027 562 1777 E sfejos@loweandco.nz

From local pride 
to the national stage,

GO 
WELLINGTON 
LIONS!

Good exterior plasterers 
and painters are hard to 

find, contact us on 
021 028 19368 

or visit 
www.rendermates.co.nz 

for a free quote

E: info@rendermates.co.nz

ROUND 7

ROUND 8

ROUND 9

10 September 

11 September

12 September

12 September

12 September

13 September

13 September

Central Energy Trust Arena

Forsyth Barr Stadium 

Eden Park

Semenoff Stadium 

One NZ Stadium

McLean Park

Invercargill Rugby Park 

7:10 pm

7:10 pm

2:05 pm

5:05 pm

7:10 pm

2:05 pm

5:05 pm

Manawatū

Otago

Auckland

Northland

Canterbury

Hawke’s Bay 

Southland

Taranaki

Tasman

Counties Manukau

Waikato  

Wellington 

North Harbour

Bay Of Plenty 

v

v

v

v

v

v

v

17 September

18 September

19 September

19 September

19 September

20 September

20 September

Navigation Homes Stadium 

Trafalgar Park

Tauranga Domain

FMG Stadium Waikato

Hnry Stadium

North Harbour Stadium

Stadium Taranaki

7:10 pm

7:10 pm

2:05 pm

5:05 pm

7:10 pm

2:05 pm

5:05 pm

Counties Manukau 

Tasman

Bay Of Plenty

Waikato

Wellington

North Harbour

Taranaki

Otago

Auckland

Hawke’s Bay 

Manawatū 

Northland 

Canterbury

Southland

v

v

v

v

v

v

v

24 September

25 September

26 September

26 September

26 September

27 September

27 September

Trafalgar Park

Eden Park

Semenoff Stadium 

One NZ Stadium

North Harbour Stadium

Hnry Stadium

McLean Park

7:10 pm

7:10 pm

2:05 pm

5:05 pm

7:10 pm

2:05 pm

5:05 pm

Tasman

Auckland

Northland

Canterbury

North Harbour

Wellington

Hawke’s Bay 

Bay Of Plenty 

Manawatū

Counties Manukau

Southland

Otago

Waikato

Taranaki

v

v

v

v

v

v

v

1 October

2 October

3 October

3 October

3 October

7:10 pm

7:10 pm

2:05 pm

5:05 pm

7:10 pm

v

v

v

v

v

v

v

FINAL: Saturday 24 October

Otago

Southland

Manawatū

Counties Manukau 

Waikato

Auckland

Northland

Canterbury

Hawke’s Bay 

Tasman

Forsyth Barr Stadium 

Invercargill Rugby Park 

Central Energy Trust Arena

Navigation Homes Stadium 

FMG Stadium Waikato

9 October

10 October

10 October

11 October

TBC
TBC
TBC
TBC

TBC

TBC

TBC

TBC

TBC

TBC

TBC

TBC

TBC

TBC

TBC

TBC

ROUND 10

ROUND 11
Quarter-finals

4 October

4 October

2:05 pm

5:05 pm

Taranaki

Bay Of Plenty

Wellington

North Harbour

Stadium Taranaki

Tauranga Domain

17 October

18 October
TBC
TBC

TBC

TBC

TBC

TBC

TBC

TBC
ROUND 12

Semi-finals

24 October TBCTBC TBC TBCROUND 13

v

v

v

v

v

v

v

Does your property need a tidy up?  
Or do you need Stump Removal?

 
Phone 0211159831 or email: getyourchurmow@gmail.com

Green 
waste 

removal 

Contact 
us for a 

free quote 
today  

Mobile: 027 2777 352 | Email: julius.capilitan@century21.co.nz
Address:Level 1, 6 Burgess Road, Johnsonville, Wellington 6037

Commercial Mortgage Broker. Expert in all areas of property finance.

JULIUS CAPILITAN
Development Finance Commercial FundingPrivate Equity Asset Lending

Tawa
195 Main Road, Tawa

Phone: 04 232 2282

www.subway.com/en-nz



Keeping it 

LOCAL
CONSIDER DOING BUSINESS WITH THE HERALD’S ADVERTISERS – THEY HELP BRING YOU THE STORIES YOU LOVE TO READ

Johnsonville Club – great food, great 
value and great company
Located at 1 Norman Lane, Vista Café 

& Bistro at the Johnsonville Club offers 
affordable, delicious meals in a warm 
setting. Enjoy roast dinners, lasagne, satay 
chicken and more, with brunch and lunch 
served Tuesday to Saturday, including 

popular eggs benedict.
Vista Café & Bistro aims for affordable, 

family friendly, delicious meals with a 
range of dining to suit everyone.

The club is the perfect place to connect, 
offering activities like golf, darts, poker, 
dance, snooker and pool.

Housie is a midweek favourite – easy, 
����	
� 	�
� ��

� ��� 
	������ ��

� ����� 	�
�
third Wednesdays, tickets from 7:00pm, 
eyes down 7:30pm. 

The Club has parking but is also close 
enough to taxis, buses, and the train for a 
worry-free way home.

Firetown’s 
ethical trading 
Firetown Design in Johnsonville 
Shopping Centre is working directly 
with Local Women’s Handicrafts 
in Kathmandu Valley to bring 
sustainably and ethically sourced 
and manufactured products to 
New Zealand at fair prices and a fair 
compensation to the makers.
Some of the range owner Zoran 
Nesic stocks are bags, kashmir 
clothing and scarves.

in Johnsonville Mall

Come and experience our revamped lighter 
brighter cafe – cushioned seating is one  

of our features!
The same favourites with a few exciting new 

tastes, and the same friendly service

OPEN FROM 8AM 
9AM SUNDAYS

When you’re heading into our great 
Outdoors this winter make sure you 
check out the great range of roof boxes 
at The Roof Rack Centre at 2 Centen-
nial Drive, Ngauranga.

Andy and the team have always been 
happy to install and advise about the 
best option roof box and roof rack 
range including Rhino and Thule, 
and now the  Yak ima St reaml ine. 
Ask them about how quiet these roof 
boxes and roof racks are. Professional 

installation is available.
“We live, breathe and sleep for the 

outdoors so we know what works. 
It’s who we are” says owner Andy 
Blake. 

They are the professionals in roof box 
and roof rack stocking and installation, 
and as specialists they aim to offer 
you the best range to give you the best 
choices. 

You’ll find they work hard to resolve 
all your needs and concerns.

Carry more by adding a roof box to your car 
from the Roof Rack Centre 

10 Thursday August 6, 2026



UNWANTED OR BROKEN GOLD & SILVER  
JEWELLERY, COINS, WAR MEDALS,  

OLD BANKNOTES AND VINTAGE WATCHES

DO YOU HAVE ANY OF THE ABOVE?
GETTING OLDER? NEED TO START GETTING RID OF THINGS?

THEN ASK YOURSELF THESE QUESTIONS…
 Shouldn’t I be selling now at these extremely high gold and silver prices?
 Isn’t money better off in my pocket rather than having things sitting around?
 Will the kids or grandchildren really want or appreciate them?
 Shall I give them the items or give them the money instead?
 Will a museum really want them considering how much they already have in storage?
 Will they be secure in an earthquake or other disaster?
 Do I have the expertise or inclination to try and sell them myself on the internet?

JOHN BERTRAND (COLLECTABLES) LIMITED
LEVEL 1, HARCOURT’S BUILDING

215 MAIN ROAD, TAWA
WELLINGTON 5028

CALLERS BY APPOINTMENT ONLY PLEASE – AMPLE FREE STREET PARKING
Please bring suitable photo ID and bank account details

Tel: 04 232 9832 Or email: info@bertrand.co.nz

Members of the Australasian 
Numismatic Dealers Association  
and the New Zealand Numismatic 
Dealers Association

John Bertrand - The Trusted name in Numismatics Since 1965

WE ARE BUYING NOW!

YOU KNOW THE ANSWERS – WE WANT TO BUY – SO CASH IN NOW!

Thursday August 6, 2026 11
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Book yours with  
BRENDA

today on 021 640 152
or email at

 brenda@wsn.co.nz

ADVERTISINGPLUMBING

CRAFAFTSTSMAM N
PLUMMBEERR
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44236

Plumbing. Drainlaying. Roofing and 
Spouting.  Blocked drains. Burst pipes. 

Repairs and Leaks. Black Dux Qest pipe 
replacement. Maintenance. Kitchens.  

Bathrooms. Replacing hot water cylinders.

Phone 027 4574 999 or 970 2409 
Email:  jokagraham3@gmail.com

CARPET & VINYL

7 Strathmore Ave, Strathmore Park, Wellington
Ph:  (04) 388 7969  

E:  dmcarpets@gmail.com

For A No Obligation FREE 
MEASURE & QUOTE

David & Maria’s

SALE
CARPET & VINYL

NOW 
ON

Our services include home renovations, alterations,  
kitchens, bathrooms, maintenance and repairs. 

No job is too small.
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BUILDERS

PAINTER

WITH NATIONAL 
LANDSCAPING LTD.,  
YOU CAN TRUST 
THAT YOUR  
OUTDOOR SPACE IS 
IN GOOD HANDS.

Call Ray Vermey today!
National Landscaping Limited
027 444 1190 
www.nationallandscaping.co.nz

LANDSCAPING

LETTERS to the editor

Tiaki Wai a failure
Whose idea was it expecting the long 

suffering Wellington ratepayer to be able to 
afford to pay a bill of over $NZ500 in one 
month?

Don't they know it's the middle of winter 
and budgets are already stretched by mile 
high power bills.

Or maybe they're not aware of the war in 
the Middle East skyrocketing petrol prices 
and adding to the misery of the cost of living 
crisis.

How much money was squandered on PR 
for this organisation?

One has to wonder if the CEO is capable of 
running such an organisation and command 
his exorbitant salary if he doesn't even 
have the common sense to ensure the early 
rollout of invoices so ratepayers could make 
affordable weekly payments before their 
invoices were due.

As far as PR is concerned Tiaki Wai is an 

enormous failure. 
The only thing that gives me solace is the 

fact that with elections coming up and future 
Council elections we can have our vote and 
vote those responsible for enabling this joke 
of an organisation out.

Let's start with the Local Body Minister the 
Hon Simon Watts.

We can then vote out the Mayors and Coun-
cillors in the next elections especially those 
on the Partners Committee of local council 
and iwi leaders that make up the committe 
that has direct oversight of Tiaki Wai.

Enough is enough.
We the ratepayers demand more accounta-

bility and expect Ministers wishing to hold a 
seat in Parliament to do something about this 
nonsense because clearly there is currently 
very little oversight of how this organisation 
is being run. 

Outraged Ratepayer

LOCAL TRADES
TRUST A LOCAL

Phone BRENDA today on 021 640 152 or email brenda@wsn.co.nz

Try the Independent Herald 
- we get results! 

  We’re Local We Care

BOSCH
8Kg Topload Washer

$739
Popular Choice! 

7Kg Topload washer 10Kg Series6 Washer Series7 Diuble Dishdrawer

Fisher&Paykel Haier Fisher&Paykel

Westinghouse
8Kg Condenser Dryer 5.5Kg Vented Dryer 8Kg Heat Pump Dryer

Fisher&Paykel  Beko

www.100percent.co.nz/johnsonville

Freestanding Cooker

Beko

NEWBOLDS JOHNSONVILLE
6-8 Broderick Road, Johnsonville  478-4988  Easy Customer Parking

8Kg Heatpump Dryer
Fisher&Paykel

MID SEASON KITCHEN LAUNDRY SELLOUT

9Kg Series5 Washer

Fisher&Paykel
9Kg Bespoke Washer

Samsung

$1069
$2099
Twin Drawer 
Versatility!

Freestanding Cooker

Westinghouse

$1298
4.5 Star Energy Saving!

$1899
Popular Home 
Cooker!

Bosch 
Quality!

$1999
5 Star Energy! 

739
pular Choice!

ch 
lity!

999 $1529
5 Star Energy Savings

069
$

T
VEnergy!

9
wer rrrrrrrrrrrrrrr
y!

$1899
Popular Home 
Cooker!

$2379
Top Spec 
Induction 
Cooker

$1369
Best Buy Heat 
Pump Dryer! 

$1669
Top Class 9 Star 
Energy! 

$629
Wall 
Mountable!    Top Deal Dryer!

$1099



SUM9672_FP

*All Summerset homes sold under licence to occupy, subject to availability. Care is subject to availability and eligibility criteria.  

Prices and stock correct as at 23 July 2026.  Independent apartment: 4016, 4210 & 4214 left at $750,000 and independent apartment:  

4212 & 4213 left at $950,000. ^Terms, conditions, exclusions visit summerset.co.nz/boulcott-offer 

Just a short drive from Wellington, Summerset Boulcott in Lower Hutt gives you 

the freedom to live life your way, with more time for what matters. Swim a few laps, 

meet friends for coffee, spend time on hobbies, or take in views across the golf 

course - all without leaving the village.

One-bedroom independent apartments start from $750,000* 
Two-bedroom independent apartments start from $950,000*

To help make the move easier, enjoy no weekly fees for two years, giving you more 

to spend on travel or time with family. Simply sign a sales application for a selected 

independent apartment between 10 June 2026 and 31 August 2026 and then 

settle by 11 December 2026.̂

Join us at our Open Days to see why residents love the Summerset life. Step inside 

our villas, apartments, and serviced apartments, and learn more about the care 

options available so you can feel confident about whatever comes next.*

Open Days 
Every Thursday in August 

10am - 2pm

Summerset Boulcott

1a Boulcott Street, Lower Hutt

04 568 1442 | summerset.co.nz/boulcott

Summerset Boulcott  
Thursday Open Days

13Thursday August 6, 2026
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Onslow Historical 
Society
Our historical centre at 86 Khandallah 
Road is open every Sunday afternoon 
from 1-4pm. Come along to learn 
about local history.

Professional, personal funeral 
care in Wellington North

Johnsonville 
���������	
����
 
04 477 4025  

Tawa

�����������
 
04 232 1588

Open by appointment only ���������

�����������	
��
����	������	��������	��

ON...OWHAT’S
Funeral Directors

We make a difficult  
time a little easier

Share your funeral wishes with Eva  
at The Wilson Funeral Home

Eva Rippon: eva@twf h.co.nz  |  twfh.co.nz 

Karori 
142 Karori Road  

(by appointment only) 

04 476 5292

Newtown 
375 Adelaide Road 

04  389 6069

Graham’s 
Painters

E: grahamspaintersnz
   @gmail.com

W: www.grahamspainters.nz
Ph: (04) 564 9202
        021 183 9492

Experienced tradesmen 
and large team

Get your 
House Exterior 

and Interior 
painted!

~ Pensioner Discounts ~

Trades & ServicesFuneral Directors

Buy 
LOCAL
Support 
LOCAL
Invest in 

your 
community! 

View the Herald online:
 www.independentherald.co.nz

Hands-on tech-rich session
Seniors in the HIVE will be held 

at Waitohi Johnsonville Library on 
Tuesday 11 August from 10:30am 
to noon. 

This will be a hands-on technology-
rich session for kaum�tua. 

People attending will be guided 
through what Makerspace and Re-
cording Studio has to offer, including 
the loom, 3D printer, laser cutter, 
cricut crafting and VR experience. 

Registration is recommended and 
people can register by calling 04 477 
6151 

Tea & Tales Book Club takes place 
at Waitohi Johnsonville Library  on 
Friday 7 August from 2pm to 3:30pm. 

“Enjoy lively book discussions, 
share what you are reading and look 
at new and interesting books with 
like-minded people over a cuppa,” 
Wellington City Libraries says.

“New members are always wel-
come.”

Community Book Chat will be 
held at �tari Wadestown Library on 
Wednesday 12 August from 11am 
to noon.

“Pop along for a casual conversa-
tion about books,” Wellington City 
Libraries says. 

“Discuss what you have been read-
ing lately, the books you love and those 
you are keen to get into with other 
book lovers. 

“One of our librarians will be on 
hand with recommendations and 

A scene from the loom, laser cutting and studio that will come to Waitohi 
Johnsonville Library on 11 August. Photo: Supplied.

readers' advisory.”
Page Turners Teen Book Club will 

take place at Te Takapū o Patu-
kawenga Tawa Library on Thurs-
day 13 August from 3:30pm to 
4:30pm.

“Are you ready to be part of the 
coolest book club around?” Wel-
lington City Libraries asks. 

“Look no further than the Page 

Turners Book Club and Craft Society.
“We meet fortnightly to discuss 

books, share kai and do crafts. Explore 
new genres, get recommendations 
and share your reviews.” This event is 
tailored for bookworms of all genders 
aged 11 and older. Spaces are limited 
to 10 attendees per session. 

All events are free. Nau mai r� t�tou 
katoa. Everyone is welcome.

Follow us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/IndependentHerald

Don’t Chuck It. Fix It 
Ngaio Repair Cafe is free, open 
Saturday 15 August,10am - 1pm, 
Ngaio Union Church, corner Crofton 
Road and Kenya Street.

Amalgamation decision-
making this week

Local body amalgation is 
on this week’s agenda for 
both Wellington City Council 
(WCC) and Greater Wellington 
Regional Council (GWRC).

GWRC discussed it and made 
decisions on 4 August and 
WCC is scheduled to discuss it 
today, 6 August.

At its meeting GWRC agreed 
that regional functions like flood 
protection, public transport and 
environmental management 
must continue to be managed 
at scale – and identified that a 
single unitary authority for the 
Wellington region can deliver 
this objective. 

Excluded from submitting 
proposals through the govern-
ment’s Head Start pathway 
for Simplifying Local Gov-
ernment, the regional council 
agreed to advocate for the 
model developed by the Wel-
lington Mayoral Forum: a sin-
gle unitary authority supported 
by community councils. 

GWRC Chair Daran Ponter 
says the next phase of reform 
must be co-designed by com-
munities, councils, their elected 
members, iwi authorities and 

the government – followed by 
a regional referendum. 

“Local government belongs to 
communities,” Cr Ponter says.

“If reform of this scale is 
going to proceed, it must be 
co-designed with the people 
who get the final say through a 
referendum. 

“A single unitary authority 
in the Wellington region with 
strong community councils 
is the best way to simplify 
governance without breaking 
up the regional systems people 
rely on.”

Deputy Chair Ros Connelly 
says multiple unitary authorities 
in the Wellington region could 
compound complexity rather 
than simplify local government. 

“The region can have a 
stronger, simpler structure and 
still keep decision-making close 
to communities,” Cr Connelly 
says. 

Greater Wellington will now 
write to ministers and po-
litical party leaders advocating 
for a single unitary authority 
designed collaboratively that 
maintains regional functions 
and retains local voice.

Enthralling perfomance comes to Wellington
One of the most turbulent and com-

pelling chapters of Judy Garland’s 
life is brought to the stage in ‘Judy’s 
Encore’. 

Starring award-winning artist Ali 
Harper (Menopause the Musical, A 
Doris Day Special, Legendary Divas, 
Songs for Nobodies, The Supper 
Club, The Look of Love, Bomb-
shells), ‘Judy’s Encore’ will play at 
Circa Theatre from 29 August to 26 
September for 26 shows and is also 
featured in the TAHI New Zealand 
Solo Performance Festival, from 9 to 
19 September. 

A hit parade of legendary songs and 
raw, unfiltered storytelling, ‘Judy’s 
Encore’ is a concert-style theatrical 
event that has wowed audiences 
internationally. 

Set in 1967, ‘Judy’s Encore’ captures 
Judy at a crossroads – returning to 

Australia after a troubled tour, with 
her reputation on the line and critics 
waiting. 

Battling exhaustion, expectation 
and the weight of her own legend, 
she steps back into the spotlight with 
everything to prove. 

This is not just the story of a star, it’s 
the story of a woman fighting to hold 
it all together. 

Through more than 20 of her most 
iconic songs – including Get Happy, 
The Trolley Song, The Man That Got 
Away, and the Oscar-winning Some-
where Over the Rainbow – audiences 
are taken inside the pressure, the 
fragility, the humour and the fierce 
determination that defined Garland’s 
final years on stage. 

Brilliant, unpredictable, and ut-
terly captivating, Judy Garland was 
a performer who lived on the edge 

and ‘Judy’s Encore’ doesn’t look away 
from it. Instead, it leans in, asking 
the question that hung over every 
performance: would this be the night 
she soared or the night it all fell apart? 

‘Judy’s Encore’ has received a series 
of rave reviews. These include:

 “Ali Harper is quite simply phe-
nomenal as Judy Garland” – The-
atreview; and

 “A soul-stirring experience – 
BRILLIANT!” – All About Solo, 
New York. 

‘Judy’s Encore’ received the All 
About Solo Critics Award at the 
United Solo Festival in New York 
in 2025. 

Written by Ali Harper, ‘Judy’s 
Encore’ is a raw, revealing and deeply 
human portrait of one of the greatest 
entertainers of all time – and the price 
she paid for it. Judy Garland. Photo: Supplied.
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Changing Hearing for good 
in Johnsonville
Picture a person wearing hearing aids. What 
do you see? What do they look like? How much 
did they pay for them? Do they look like you? 

The intuitive answers to these ques tions for many 
New Zealanders high light the barriers preventing 
nearly 500,000 people with hearing loss from 
seeking treatment and improving their quality 
of life. That’s 58% of New Zealanders living with 
hearing loss who don’t wear hearing aids. With 
an aging population, the prevalence of un treated 
hearing loss will only increase if these myths 
are not addressed. The team at Triton Hearing 
Johnsonville are on a mission to change this, 

smashing misconceptions, one barrier at a time. 
Located at 120 Johnsonville Road, our inviting 
space is where your journey to better hearing 
begins. From a warm welcome at the front desk 
to personal ised care from our experienced audi-
ologists, Triton Hearing Johnsonville promises a 
supportive en vironment every step of the way. 
Together, the team at Triton Hearing Johnsonville 
is committed to delivering better hearing 
solutions with outstanding care and support. 
With experience across everything from: 
Free hearing checks, tinnitus management, 
hearing aid fittings and providing expert 
funding guidance.

As part of Triton Hearing’s Better Hearing 
Guarantee, clients have access to the very latest 
advancements in hearing technology — ensuring 
solutions are tailored to individual lifestyles, 
environments and levels of hearing loss.
One of the newest innovations available is the 
Phonak Audéo™ Sphere. Designed for people 
who regularly spend time in social settings, Audéo 
Sphere uses advanced sound processing to help 
prioritise speech while reducing background 
noise. Whether it’s dinner with friends, family 
gatherings or busy cafés, it supports clearer 
conversations and greater confidence in group 
environments.

For those seeking a more discreet, custom-made 
solution, the Phonak Virto™ R Infinio offers a 
different approach. Individually moulded to sit 
comfortably within the ear canal, Virto R Infinio 
combines a secure, personalised fit with powerful 
AI-driven sound technology. Suitable for mild 
through to profound hearing loss, it delivers 
natural sound clarity while remaining subtle and 
comfortable for everyday wear — ideal for active 
lifestyles or those who prefer an in-ear design.
Both options reflect how far hearing technology 
has evolved — offering not just amplification, but 
intelligent sound processing designed to support 
real-world listening.

“Life with hearing aids is so much better. With the benefit 
of bluetooth aids I can hear my cellphone clearly. When I 
have the devices in the crickets or bell ringing stops and I 
can hear the birds and noises of everyday life clearly. I like 
the ability to control settings and it doesn’t matter if they 
get a little wet in the rain.” – Triton Hearing Client 

Now’s the time to give it a go! Pop in and meet the friendly 
team to discover the amazing benefits of the latest hear ing 
technology. 

*Terms and conditions apply. To learn more, please 
visit our website; www.tritonhearing.co.nz. 

Call 09 477 0777 to discuss your hearing with the  
experts or book your free hearing check. 

Waterside Karori celebrates draw
By Hamish Wareham

Waterside Karori are having their 
say in deciding the men’s Central 
League, while North Wellington hit 
a crossroad in their chase of a title.

2.30pm on Saturday 1 August 
brought about a break in the rain 
as round 15 of the men’s Central 
League competition kicked off with 
Miramar Rangers having slipped 
down to third on the prior matchday 
taking on sixth placed Waterside 

Karori in the midst of a two game 
unbeaten run.

Despite being under the kosh 
throughout the whole 90 minutes 
plus added time, the Wharfies hung 
on for a 0-0 draw.

The match saw some below par 
Miramar finishing with an offside 
goal becoming the best that the 
home side could offer.

The final whistle brought roars 
of joy from Waterside Karori as 
Miramar were held to their second 

draw in as many league games.
The Wharifies are slipping some-

what out of the title race with three 
rounds to spare.

However they could still win the 
title for their fiercest rivals Welling-
ton Olympic as the Wharifies take 
on Napier in a fortnight at Bluewater 
Stadium.

TFS North Wellingtons’ stop start 
season saw them travel to Hutt Park 
to take on eighth place Stop Out, a 
side they beat 4-0 in the opening 

round.
A win would have kept them three 

points behind the Central League 2 
league leaders Taradale.

However one goal from Stop Out 
on the hour mark snapped North 
Wellington’s run of five wins and a 
draw out of their last six games and 
other results shifted them to fourth 
on the table.

With Seatoun, who are just below 
them on the table having a game 
in hand, a further slip could be on 

the cards.
The Waterside Karori women now 

sit on the outside looking in on the 
fabled two National League spots 
from the women’s Central League.

Despite a midweek 2-0 victory 
over Miramar Rangers on 29 July, a 
defeat by the same scoreline a week 
prior by league winners Wellington 
United has them sitting third on 
the table one point behind Petone 
in second with three games left in 
the season.

By Frank Neill

Wellington band Lux is a national 
finalist in this year’s Smokefree 
Rockquest.

Lux, which includes Tawa College 
student Reuben Fraser as drummer, 
is the only Wellington band in the 
top 10 that will compete for the 
national title.

The four other band members – 
Leo Anthony and Evan Wyllyams 
on guitars and vocals, Reuben 
Levine on guitar and Abe Savage 
on bass – are students at Wellington 
High School.

Being selected as a finalist was 
“very, very cool,” Leo says.

“We couldn’t believe it. I was at 
school and we had a little group 
around us and we all celebrated. It 
was amazing.

“We can’t believe it because last 
time we competed at Rockquest, a 
year ago, we had only been together 
a couple of months and we got to 
the regional finals and we were so 
excited about that.

“This year getting to the national 
finals is just insane,” Leo says.

“We are the only Wellington band 
in the Rockquest national finals,” 
Reuben Fraser says.

“It’s pretty cool to be representing 
our community.”

Lux came together as a band 
about a year and a half ago, and last 
year’s Rockquest was their first ever 
performance.

Lux will perform at the Smokefree 
Rockquest national band final on Fri-
day 18 September at the Great Hall 
in Wellington. Tickets are available 
at www.rqp.rockquest/dates-tickets.

Local band in Rockquest final

The Wellington band Lux, who have qualified for the Smokefree 
Rockquest final (from left) Abe Savage, Evan Wyllyams, Leo 
Anthony, Reuben Levine, Reuben Fraser. Photo: Supplied.

04 920 8850
24 Moorefield Road, Johnsonville

Your local medical centre
Great people, great hours

www.johnsonvillemedical.co.nz

NEWS TIPS
Send your tips to herald@wsn.co.nz
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Mitre 10 
Mega Petone

Imperial Park

Udy Street

Heritage
Gold

Scan the QR code
for directions to 

our store.

Buying Now

Please come and see us in our permanent store for an 
“on the spot” appraisal and offer. 

Are you moving, downsizing, or worried about security?
No longer collecting? Family not interested?

Would the money be more useful to you?

Heritage Gold 
Family owned, Fourth generation, Fully licenced

Visit Us

Heritage Gold 
Imperial Park, Unit 81,
41 Bouverie Street,
Petone, Lower Hutt.
Next to Gilmours & Mitre 10.

Phone    +64 21 074 9410

Email   Hannah@heritagegold.nz

Web   www.heritagegold.nz

Store Open Hours

Mon - Fri: 9:30am - 2:30pm
Thursday: 9:30am - 4pm
No appointment necessary. 

ALWAYS
BUYING
AND

SELLING

All Gold Jewellery

Coin and Banknote
Collections and accumulations

Antique, Estate, 
and Modern Jewellery

Silver and Gold Bullion

All Vintage and Old Watches


