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  DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS AUG 11 

State’s power to provide quota to Muslim converts  

❖ Tamil Nadu govt. defends State’s power to provide quota to Muslim converts from backward 
classes.  

❖ The Supreme Court agreed to pronounce judgment on a Tamil Nadu government appeal seeking 
confirmation of the State’s power to frame and implement policy to provide reservation benefits to 
members of backward classes, most backward classes, Denotified communities and Scheduled 
Castes who convert to Islam.  

❖ The object behind its government order of March 9, 2024 was to ensure that “persons belonging 
to socially and educationally backward communities are not deprived of reservation benefits 
solely on account of conversion to Islam and thereby create a level playing field by preserving 
affirmative action benefits despite change of religion”.  

❖ The Madras High Court judgment of June 25 had held that “a person who embraces Islam cannot 
claim the status of backward class (Muslim)”.  

❖ Justice Mishra orally observed that a 1951 judgment of the Madras High Court in G. Michael 
versus S. Venkateswaran, regarding a Scheduled Caste member who converted to Christianity and 
wanted to contest in a reserved seat, had held the fort for 75 years by upholding the constitutional 
validity of Paragraph 3 of the Constitution (Scheduled Castes) Order, 1950.  

❖ Paragraph 3 of the 1950 order stipulated that no person who professed a religion different from 
Hinduism (later amended to include Sikhism and Buddhism) should be deemed to get the benefits of 
a Scheduled Caste member.  

❖ The State, however, contended that the 1951 judgment did not disable the State from classifying 
a convert who was previously socially and educationally backward as a backward Muslim under 
Articles 15(4) and 16(4) of the Constitution.  

❖ It said the March 24 order applied to the “wholly distinct category of backward class 
notification, which contains no religion-based exclusion”.  

❖ The High Court had held that a Hindu, on conversion to Islam, did not carry forward the benefits 
of the Hindu caste or sub-caste.  

❖ The convert’s status in Islam was not decided by the caste he was part of prior to the conversion. 

❖ The High Court had noted that Christian missionaries as well as Islamic preachers maintained that 
their religions offered social equality unlike Hinduism, which had a caste hierarchy. 
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NCDC Amendment Bill  

❖ The Lok Sabha passed the National Cooperative Development Corporation (NCDC) Amendment 
Bill, 2026.  

❖ The Bill allows NCDC to give loans and grants directly to cooperative societies and entities 
working for cooperative development.  

❖ With Central Government approval, NCDC can also participate in the share capital of cooperatives 
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and related entities.  

❖ NCDC was established in 1963 under the National Cooperative Development Corporation Act, 
1962.  

❖ The Bill expands the definition of foodstuffs and removes geographical restrictions on assistance 
for industrial goods.  

❖ These changes aim to provide faster and more flexible financial support for the cooperative 
sector 
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GOBARdhan scheme  

❖ GOBARdhan means Galvanising Organic Bio-Agro Resources Dhan.  

❖ It is India’s National Unified Scheme for Compressed Biogas.  

❖ It is the National Circular Bioenergy Scheme, with a total outlay of Rs.23,731 crore, to be in place 
until 2036.  

❖ GOBARdhan is an integral component of Solid Waste Management (SWM) under Phase II of 
Swachh Bharat Mission (Grameen) for ensuring cleanliness in villages by converting cattle dung, 
kitchen leftovers, etc. into biogas and bio-slurry.  

❖ It is coordinated primarily by the Department of Drinking Water and Sanitation (DDWS) under 
the Ministry of Jal Shakti as part of the Swachh Bharat Mission (Grameen).  

❖ However, as an expanded national initiative emphasizing compressed biogas (CBG) and waste-to-
wealth, it operates on a whole-of-government approach coordinated closely with the Ministry of 
Petroleum and Natural Gas (MoPNG) alongside other ministries like New and Renewable Energy and 
Agriculture.  

❖ Swachh Bharat Mission Grameen (SBM-G) Phase-II is a Centrally Sponsored Scheme.  

❖ The scheme aspires to increase domestic production of CBG ten-fold and mobilise large-scale 
private investment.  

❖ It will transform the country’s abundant agricultural residue, cattle dung, press mud, municipal 
organic waste and other biomass resources into clean fuel, organic manure, rural income and 
national economic value.  

❖ It will establish Compressed Biogas as a major pillar of India’s future energy mix.  

❖ It seeks to increase domestic compressed biogas production nearly ten-fold through assured 
offtake, administered pricing, capital subsidies, pipeline infrastructure and easier access to finance. 

❖ The scheme addresses three imperatives -- remunerative price, assured offtake and capital 
support -- sought by the industry.  

❖ One of the most critical components is the development of the necessary pipeline infrastructure, 
which is essential for the widespread adoption of CBG, as it ensures reliable offtake and enables 
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seamless integration with the broader gas grid.  

❖ GOBARdhan further introduces a stable-administered price of ₹2,110 per Metric Million British 
Thermal Unit (MMBTU) for CBG.  

❖ It reflects the Government’s commitment to energy security, farmers and rural enterprises, 
waste-to-wealth, Atmanirbhar Bharat and the vision of Viksit Bharat.  

❖ Nearly ten-fold growth in domestic CBG production, creating a new pillar of India’s clean gas 
economy.  

❖ Greater energy security through increased domestic production of renewable gaseous fuel and 
lower dependence on imported fossil fuels.  

❖ A new wave of private investment supported by stronger project viability, stable pricing and 
improved access to institutional finance.  

❖ Stronger rural livelihoods through new income opportunities for farmers, feedstock aggregators, 
cooperatives and rural entrepreneurs.  

❖ Scientific waste management through productive use of agricultural residue, cattle dung, 
municipal organic waste and other biomass resources.  

❖ Lower greenhouse gas emissions through replacement of fossil fuels and productive utilization of 
organic waste.  

❖ A larger organic manure economy through greater production, value addition and utilization of 
FOM and LFOM.  

❖ Faster and easier project implementation through one national framework, digital governance 
and simplified institutional arrangements. 
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Agasthyamalai Eviction Issue  

❖ The Forest Department has issued eviction notices to thousands of households in Tamil Nadu’s 
Agasthyamalai Biosphere Reserve (ABR) over alleged forest-land encroachments.  

❖ The Supreme Court, based on the Central Empowered Committee (CEC) reports, ordered time-
bound eviction of encroachments, rehabilitation where applicable and ecological restoration 

 ❖ The Forest Rights Act (FRA), 2006 recognises forest rights of Scheduled Tribes and other 
traditional forest dwellers who occupied forest land before 13 December 2005, subject to the 
prescribed verification process.  

❖ The FRA requires claims to be verified through Gram Sabhas and does not require other 
traditional forest dwellers to prove three generations (75 years) of occupation before 2005.  
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❖ The CEC reported around 4,595 encroachers occupying 5,071.2 hectares in the Srivilliputhur-
Megamalai Tiger Reserve, based on 2020 records.  

❖ The ABR covers about 3,500 sq. km across Tamil Nadu and Kerala, including several tiger reserves 
and wildlife sanctuaries. 
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50 lakh rooftop solar installations  

❖ Union Minister of New and Renewable Energy Pralhad Joshi said that the PM Surya Ghar Muft 
Bijli Yojana has crossed 50 lakh beneficiary households in India.  

❖ This scheme seeks to provide free electricity to households by facilitating the installation of 
rooftop solar panels.  

❖ It aims to provide up to 300 units of free monthly electricity and direct financial subsidies of up to 
₹78,000 for residential households to install rooftop solar panels.  

❖ The scheme closes on March 31, 2027.  

❖ It is the world’s largest domestic rooftop solar initiative.  

❖ It is a central sector scheme, implemented by the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy and 
launched in 2024. 

 ❖ India added non-fossil capacity of more than 300 gigawatts (GW) a decade ago.  

❖ India is well on the path to achieve the target of 500 gigawatts by 2030.  

 ❖ India’s installed solar power capacity stood at 162.15 GW as of June 30.  

❖ It is inclusive of 125.6 GW of utility scale projects, 30.11 GW of rooftop projects and 6.43 GW of 
off-grid projects.  

❖ India is the world’s second-largest steel producer. 
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A. S. Rajeev - Acting Central Vigilance Commissioner  

❖ The President of India authorized Vigilance Commissioner A. S. Rajeev to act as the Central 
Vigilance Commissioner (CVC).  

❖ He succeeded Praveen Kumar Srivastava, whose tenure ended on that date.  

❖ A notification from the Department of Personnel and Training (DoPT) under the Ministry of 
Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions was issued in this regard.  

❖ Central Vigilance Commission (CVC) was set up as an executive body by the Government of 
India Resolution on 11 February 1964.  

❖ It was on the recommendations of the Committee on Prevention of Corruption, headed by K. 
Santhanam.  

❖ It aims to address governmental corruption.  

 ❖ In 2003, the Parliament enacted a law conferring statutory status on the CVC. It has the status of 
an autonomous body, free of control from any executive authority.  

❖ It was charged with monitoring all vigilance activity under the Central Government of India, 
advising various authorities in central Government organizations in planning, executing, reviewing, 
and reforming their vigilance work.  
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❖ The CVC is not an investigating agency: the only investigation carried out by the CVC is that of 
examining Civil Works of the Government. 
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Quit India Movement Day 2026  

❖ Quit India Movement Day is observed every year on August 8 to remember the launch of the Quit 
India Movement (Bharat Chhodo Andolan) in 1942. 

 ❖ The movement was launched on August 8, 1942, at Gowalia Tank Maidan, Bombay (now 
Mumbai), during the All India Congress Committee (AICC) session.  

❖ Mahatma Gandhi led the movement and gave the famous “Do or Die” call to demand an 
immediate end to British rule.  

❖ The movement was mainly triggered by the failure of the Cripps Mission (1942) and growing 
opposition to British rule during World War II.  

❖ Gandhi and other Congress leaders were arrested on August 9, 1942, but students, workers, 
farmers and women continued protests and underground activities.  

❖ The movement was suppressed by the British but became an important turning point in India’s 
freedom struggle and strengthened the path towards Independence in 1947. 
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