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& so much more… 



100 Beyers Lake Rd. • Pana, IL 

217.539.4477 

www.wolfcreeklodge.net 

� lithia2@lithiaresort.com 

LAKE SDELBYVILLE�S 

··PREMIER CABIN RESORT��

Call 217-459-2008 

*Fully Furnished

*Heated and Air Conditioned

*Patio Area with Charcoal Grills

*Fire Rings

*Boat Parking with Electric

*Catch and Release Fishing Pond

*Playground/Picnic Pavilion

*Peaceful Wooded Setting

*1/2 Mile to Lake & Boat Ramp

*1,2,3 & 4 Bedroom Cabins

• K� BOOK 
oo ·.. HERE



Partnering with the USACE Lake Shelbyville Project Office 

and IDNR helps bring you the best information available.  

Thank you to all of our photo entries, sponsors; and espe-

cially Darla and Ashley for their help with the guide.  We 

hope you enjoy the 2026 Visitor Guide whether you come 

for a day or overnight and use it to plan your visit.  217-774-

2244 Hope to see you soon!  
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Welcome to the 
LAKE SHELBYVILLE AREA! 

Freddie 

@lakeshelbyville 

@lakeshelbyville 

We love sharing! 

Get Social! 



Lodging 

Coon Creek Lodge
217-756-3147

1663 County Hwy 42

Shelbyville, IL 62565

cooncreeklodge.com

info@cooncreeklodge.com

OPEN:  April-November

No pets allowed

7 clean & comfy rooms; air

conditioning & heat; furnished

towels & linens; fully equipped

kitchen: pots, pans, table set-

tings, coffee maker & toaster.

Outdoor grills.

Only 1/2 mile from Lake!

Robin Hood Woods Resort
217-774-4222

2151 State Hwy 16

Shelbyville, IL 62565

robinhoodwoods.com

info@robinhoodwoods.com

The Galvins, Hosts

Please call for pet policy

Open: April 1-October 31

2.5 miles east of Dam on Rt. 16;

Mostly wooded sites with water,

electric & sewer; in-ground pool, pond,

playground, game room, & campstore;

tent sites and big-rig friendly; two bath-

houses; rental cottage and cabins with

kitchens, bath, air & heat.

Gregory’s Lodging & 

General Store
217-294-8501

Call or text

1504 N 2070 East Rd

Shelbyville, IL 62565

gregoryslodging.com

gregoryscabins@gmail.com

Rich, Mary & Family, Hosts

OPEN April-November

Pet Friendly

Call/text for reservations

12 clean, comfortable rooms; 2-1

bedroom cabins; adjacent to Lith-

ia Campground & Marina;

minutes from boat launch, boat

hookups, bait shop & store, pavil-

ions, grills, fire pits.  Friendly &

clean!  Paid breakfast most

weekends!

Lithia Resort
217-774-2882

2077 E 1500 N Rd

Shelbyville, IL 62565

lithiaresort.com

lakeshelbyvillecabins.com

lithia2@lithiaresort.com

OPEN:  All year

Pets allowed

Near Lithia Springs Marina

Relax in our serene setting near

Lithia Springs Marina.  Lithia

Lodge, 11 luxury cabins, a vaca-

tion rental home, 12 rooms, camp-

fire rings, grills, playground, picnic

tables, & shelters, parking w/

electric.  Catch & release fishing

ponds; perfect for family reunions.

The Shelby Inn
217-774-3991

816 W Main St

Shelbyville, IL 62565

theshelbyinn.com

shelbyinn@consolidated.net

Pets allowed w/fee

OPEN:  All year

41 rooms, keyless entry, coffee

pot, refrigerator, microwave, flat

screen satellite TV, Courtyard

parking w/electric, sitting area, fire-

pit, Blackstone BBQ grill, ice/

vending; convenient to golf, boat

ramps & recreation.  Come stay

with the Inn Crowd

Please support only the 

lodging listed in our 

Visitor Guide and 

lakeshelbyville.com.   

These properties are in 

compliance with the 

Shelby County ordi-

nance #89-7.  The tax 

collected provides us 

the funding to promote 

Shelby County and the 

Lake Shelbyville Area.   
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  Know Your Dates? 

Make your reservation 

early, so your dates 

don’t turn out to be 

everyone’s  

The Spillway Motel
217-774-9591

1291 County Hwy 6

Shelbyville, IL 62565

spillwaymotelshelbyville.us

spillwaymotel@gmail.com

Pets allowed w/fee

OPEN:  All year

Twenty-one 2 & 3 bed units; w/

microwave, refrigerator, TV,

hair dryer; Jacuzzi suite availa-

ble; all rooms on ground floor;

free electric hookups for over

30 boats; located across from

Lake Shelbyville; office open 7

am-10 pm.

Oak Terrace Resort
217-539-4477 | 800-577-7598

100 Beyers Lake Rd

Pana, IL 62557

oakterraceresort.com

info@oakterraceresort.com

OPEN:  All year

A family-owned countryside re-

treat located.  16 miles from Shel-

byville; 600 acre property w/a 65

acre lake; 18 hole gold course;

Mulligan’s  restaurant; banquet

facility & lodging; 20 site RV Re-

sort.

Whitetail Crossing 

Cabin Village
217-774-3000

2024 County Hwy 5

Shelbyville, IL 62565

whitetailcrossingcabinvillage.com

whitetailcrossing@consolidated.net

No pets allowed

OPEN:  April 1-December 1

Perfect place to get away from it

all;  20 units available; 1-5 bed-

rooms.  Very nice, spacious, well –

appointed w/kitchens & fireplaces;

2 swimming pools, fishing ponds,

walk on the wild side and private

hiking trails, 3 hole par 3 golf

course.

Wolf Creek Lodge
217-459-2008

1618 N 2400 East Rd

Windsor, IL 61957

wolfcreeklodge.net

lakeshelbyvillecabins.com

No pets allowed

OPEN:  All year

Enjoy a peaceful wooded coun-

try setting bordering USACE

property; 1-4 bedroom cabins

include full kitchens, porches,

patios, grills, and campfire

rings.  1 bedroom cabin w/hot

tub.  2 night minimum, 3 nights

on holidays.

Our Old House 

Cabin Rentals
217-774-2419

1302 N 2200 East Rd

Shelbyville, IL 62565

ouroldhouse.net/cabins

Open:  March-November

Please call for pet policy

4-individual 600 sq ft cabins,

each has 2 queen beds & 1

twin bed.  Fully equipped kitch-

en, linens, enclosed porch,

boat parking, campfire rings,

grill, picnic table, cable TV,

washer, dryer, heat & air.



Vacation Rentals 
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909 & Vine
217-566-4055

909  W N 2nd St

Shelbyville, IL 62565

Renee Tucker, Host

909andvine.com

info@909andvine.com

OPEN:  All year

Two pets allowed

In ground heated salt water pool

and 7 person hot tub.  This 19th

century luxury home has been

renovated and furnished to ac-

commodate guests every need.

Atop the Shop
217-825-4159

123 W Main St

Shelbyville, IL 62565

Brad & Regina Hilbert, Hosts

www.facebook.com/

atoptheshop126

OPEN:  All year

Beautiful & spacious apartment

located in the heart of downtown

Shelbyville.  1-2blocks from res-

taurants, bars, quaint shops &

boutiques.  Renovated, the his-

toric character still intact.  Sleeps

6, full kitchen, 1.5 bath, smart

TV, washer & dryer, linens.

The Bin
217-962-1853

Corner of Lithia Heights & 2300 E

Shelbyville, IL 62565

OPEN:  All year

No pets allowed

As you walk in to this new grain

bin; checkout the beautiful crafts-

manship on the ceiling.  There is

a loft upstairs where you will find

a king size bed.  There is also an

oversized chair that converts to a

small bed and the main floor has

a sofa sleeper for two.  Enjoy the

rustic look of this unique property.

Foxmore Lodge
200 E Main St 

Shelbyville, IL 62565 

thefoxmore.com/stay 

lodge@thefoxmore.com 

OPEN:  All year 

No pets allowed 

Discover the charm of the Fox-

more Lodge, featuring 8 bou-

tique hotel rooms in downtown 

Shelbyville.  Each room blends 

historic charm w/modern com-

forts, ensuring unforgettable 

stays w/exquisite finishes & 

unique details.   

The Guest House
217-259-2882

1160 County Hwy 18

Tower Hill, IL 62571

Ellen Trainor, Host

www.lakeshelbyvilleguesthouse.com

OPEN:  All year

No pets allowed

Updated bungalow farmhouse, cen-

trally located between Shelbyville,

Assumption, and Pana.  Short dis-

tance to Lake Shelbyville.  4 bed-

rooms, 3 full baths, fully furnished,

outdoor eating/entertaining areas.

Room for boat parking & electric.

Horn Holiday Home
828-400-1915

210 E Main St

Moweaqua, IL 62550

Curtis & Deborah, Hosts

www.hornholidayhome.com

OPEN:  All year

No pets allowed

No smoking

Three bedroom, two bath home

w/plenty of parking.  Fully

equipped kitchen, washer & dry-

er, high chair, lines & toiletries.

1 King bed en suite, 1 queen

and 2 twins.
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Blacklog Corner 

Cottage
217-259-2320

1503 E Co Hwy 26

Lakewood, IL 62438

OPEN:  All year

No pets allowed

Just 5 miles from Lake

Shelbyville.  Nestled

among the trees and sit-

ting near stocked fishing

ponds.  One bed/1bath

for 2 guests.  Plenty of

parking and it’s equipped

w/everything you need

for an enjoyable stay.

Country Cottage
217-566-1100

1355 N 2305 East Rd

Donna Pirkle, Host

countrycottagerental.com

OPEN:  All year

Ready for a relaxing getaway,

you’ll love the country cottage!

4 bedrooms & 2 bathrooms, 6

PERSON hot tub!! Kitchen,

SMART TV-WiFi, central heat

& A/C, toiletries-linens-

towels, picnic table-firepit-

gas grill-boat parking.

Hideway at Lake 

Shelbyville 
217-272-1847

2187 E 1800 N Rd

Findlay, IL 62534

OPEN:  All year

Pets allowed

Ultimate Country Home fully fur-

nished, three bedrooms that can

sleep 10-12 comfortably.  This

shed house can accommodate

multiple boats & trailers of any

size, along w/ a 4800 sq ft shed

with pickle ball, corn hole,

basketball hoops, and ping pong

table.

Our Dam House
711 E N 9th St 

Shelbyville, IL 62565 

No pets allowed 

No smoking 

OPEN:  All year 

Ready for a relaxing getaway, 

Our Dam House has 3 bed-

rooms, & 2.5 bathrooms, 6 

PERSON HOT TUB!  Kitchen, 

Smart TV, WiFi, Central Heat 

& Air, toiletries, linens, towels. 

The Hub
217-566-4055

505 W N 6th St

Shelbyville, IL 62565

Renee & Duston, Hosts

thehubshelbyville.com

info@thehubshelbyville.com

One pet allowed.

No smoking

OPEN:  All year

Comfortable luxury the whole

family can enjoy in this reno-

vated modern Georgian home

w/ a hot tub that seats 7 and a

fun game room w/poker set.



Lithia Resort Rental 

Home 

1495 N 2200 E Rd 

Shelbyville, IL 62565 

lithiaresort.com/vacationrentals 

OPEN:  April 15-Oct 20 

No pets allowed 

Private 3 bedroom, 2 bath home 

located mile & half from Lithia 

Springs Marina.  Fully equipped, 

large open kitchen, covered pa-

tio w/spacious yard, charcoal 

grills, campfire ring, boat park-

ing.  Sleeps 6, 3 night minimum 

and 5 night minimum on holi-

days.  Satellite TV 

Morgan House 253
678-427-5790

253 N Morgan

Shelbyville, IL 62565

Tammy Wheeler, Host

OPEN:  All year

No pets allowed

1875 Victorian updated leaving

the old charm in place.  5 BR, 4

bath, sleeps 12.  Great outdoor

space for family gathering or

events.  Plenty of parking to

bring along a boat.  2 blocks to

downtown shopping, movies,

and restaurants.

The Pond Shore 

Lodge
217-259-2320

1503 E Co Hwy 26

Lakewood, IL 62438

OPEN:  All year

No pets allowed

Just 5 miles from Lake Shel-

byville.  Sitting near a stocked

fishing pond.  Sleeps 4 w/2

bedrooms w/queen beds.  A

full bath, laundry, full eat in

kitchen & all the furnishings for

a fantastic getaway.

Poppy’s Place 

217-549-3235

703 N Morgan St

Shelbyville, IL 62565

OPEN:  All year

No pets allowed

Quiet neighborhood close to the

lake and downtown.  3 bed-

room, 2 bath home.  Has laun-

dry, air/heat, daily essentials.

Fire TV, Kids books and toys.

Private backyard.

Navy Cottage
678-427-5790

506 N Charles St

Shelbyville, IL 62565

OPEN:  All year

Pets allowed

Cozy 2 bed, 1 bath cottage

near lake & downtown.  Large

deck, fenced yard, boat park-

ing.  Washer & dryer.  Out-

door grill available.  Perfect for

families, couples & pet owners

seeking relaxation & adven-

ture.  Pet friendly w/a secure

yard.  Comfort & charms await

your stay.

Queen City Cottage
217-566-4055

1015 W N 1st St

Shelbyville, IL 62565

queencityshelbyville.com

reneetucker@

theshelbyinn.com

OPEN:  All year

No pets allowed

Fall in love with the Queen

City.  The cottage is de-

signed to provide you with

all the comforts of home.  A

hot tub that seats 4 and

modern amenities galore.



8 

Please support only the 

lodging listed in our 

Visitor Guide and 

lakeshelbyville.com.   

These properties are in 

compliance with the 

Shelby County ordi-

nance #89-7.  The tax 

collected provides us 

the funding to promote 

Shelby County and the 

Lake Shelbyville Area.   

Our Old House 

217-774-2419

1409 N 220 E Rd

Shelbyville, IL 62565

www.ouroldhouse.net

vacations@ouroldhouse.net

OPEN:  All year

No pets allowed

Private 1200 sq ft home:  3

bedrooms, 2 full baths; central

air, fully equipped kitchen,

washer & dryer, linens, cable

TV, stocked fishing pond, grill,

boat parking, campfire ring,

Our Old House II
217-774-2367

2201 Route 16

Shelbyville, IL 62565

ouroldhouse.net/house2/

OPEN:  All year

No pets allowed

Private 2 bedroom, 1 1/2 bath,

1200 sq ft home.  Sleeps 12+

people.  Fully equipped kitch-

en, large dining room, washer,

dryer, linens, cable TV, 1/2

acre yard w/grill, patio, camp-

fire ring, boat parking.

The Pond Pavilion Inn
217-259-2320

1503 E Co Hwy 26

Lakewood, IL 62438

No pets allowed

Sits near a fully stocked fishing

pond.  Is 5 miles from Lake

Shelbyville.  Private parking for

your boats/vehicles.  Sleeps 6,

3 bedrooms & 2 baths with 1

king, 1 queen & 1 double

beds.  Everything you need for

a relaxing vacation.

Rocky Springs Cabin
217-690-2844

626 N CR 2375 E Rd

Mode, IL 62444

Michael & Francie Nichols, Hosts

rockyspringscabinllc.com

OPEN:  All year

No pets allowed

Secluded environment nestled on

40 acres, 792 sq ft cabin w/ mas-

ter bedroom, dining area, kitchen,

bath, open living area w/ fire-

place.  The loft will sleep 4, the

cabin will sleep 12 total.  Fishing

pond, picnic tables, grills, fire pt,

wraparound porch & hiking trails.

The Yellow Door
217-433-9723

130 E N 1st St

Shelbyville, IL 62565

sstorm5@yahoo.com

OPEN:  All year

No pets allowed

Charming, one of a kind place

sitting inside a historic, three

story parking garage in the

heart of downtown Shelbyville.

A block away from restaurants,

theater & local shops.  Only a

mile from Lake Shelbyville and

Forest Park.  There is also a

full swing golf simulator.















 

 



 

For Hidden Springs State Forest 

see next page. 

 Lake Shelbyville Fish & Wildlife 

Management Area  

562 State Hwy 121 Bethany IL 

61914  217-665-3112 

State Parks 
The Illinois Department of Natural 

Resources manages Eagle Creek & 

Wolf Creek State Parks, Kaskaskia 

Wildlife Management Area, and West 

Okaw Wildlife Management Area at 

Lake Shelbyville. 

Boating * Camping * Equestrian Trails 

Fishing * Geocaching * Golf Course 

Hiking Trails * Hunting * Picnicking 

Snowmobile Trails * Swimming 

Reserve Camping & Pavilions:  

camp.exploremoreil.com (walk 

up registration available) 

Schedule fishing tournaments 

online only at:  ifishillinois.org  

Eagle Creek State Park 

To reserve a state campsite:   

https://camp.exploremoreil.com/ 



217-644-
2438 E 700 N Rd Strasburg IL 62465 

glenda@gspharrealty.com 





Wildside 
LAKE SHELBYVILLE IS HOME  
TO MANY WILDLIFE SPECIES 
Whitetail deer are abundant throughout the 
area with plenty of sightings at Eagle and Wolf Creek. Dur-
ing the summer, the butterfly houses at Eagle Creek and the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Visitor Center delight all ag-
es. There is also a Heron Rookery, The Guzy Prairie 
and Pothole Area, as well as a Coneflower Prairie. The 
Lake has designated wildlife areas at Wolf Creek and 
the Okaw Bluff Group Camp. West Okaw River and the 
Kaskaskia River are Fish and Wildlife Management Are-
as. The lake is home to Bald Eagles, turkey, fox, Cana-
dian Geese, several duck species, quail, pheasant, 
dove, raccoons, opossums, osprey, and pelicans.     

Photo Ops:  There are plenty of areas for wildlife  

photos in our state and COE parks, City parks, recrea-

tion areas, and the lake itself. 





For more information:  www.lakeshelbyville.com/events/venues.html 

 Spaces in Shelby County 

Best Bets Event Center Spruce Street Studios 

Banquet Room at Oak Terrace Willow Ridge Winery 

Lake Shelbyville Visitor Center The Reserve 

The Shelbyville Union The Chautauqua Bldg 

The Social  Shelbyville Lions Club 

Vahling Vineyards  The Sunken Gardens 

The Foxmore SC Senior Center 

The Red Barn Strasburg Cmty Bldg 

Stewardson Cmty Bldg 

Rentals 

Best Bets Rentals 

Foxmore Design Center 

Spruce St Rentals 

Flowers 

Best Bets 

Blooms on Spruce 

Grammy’s Floral 

Foxmore Design Center 



Chautauqua Auditorium 

is the centerpiece of our park and community.   The interior is 15,000 square feet with no 

posts to obscure view, the amazing roof structure is so unique, it is patented.   It is the largest 

building of its kind anywhere in the world.   Grecian statues designed by Robert Root grace 

the stage that witnessed famous speakers of the era.  Moving forward the Chautauqua wel-

comed  John Phillips Sousa Band, Dolly Parton, REO Speedwagon, USAF Bands, and more.  

To reserve contact City Hall at 217-774-5531.  Follow us on Facebook:  @Shelbyville Chau-

tauqua   

Built in 1903 



 

May 8th 6 pm—9 pm  May 9th 11 am—9:30 pm 

Friday Stage Schedule 

6 pm:   Mackville 

7 pm:   Coal Creek Station 

8 pm:   Kenny & Amanda      

Smith   

Saturday Stage Schedule 

11 am:  Illinois Rail 

12 pm: Mackville 

1 pm:   Tony Holt & The  

     Wildwood Valley Boys 

2 pm:   Lonesome River Band 

4 pm:   Illinois Rail 

5 pm:   Mackville    

6 pm:   Tony Holt & The Wildwood     

     Valley Boys 

7 pm:    Appalachian Road Show 

8:30 pm:  Lonesome River Band 

Chautauqua Auditorium at Forest Park, Shelbyville 

Admission:  Reserve Seating  

(padded chairs) $50  

General Seating (Lawn Chairs welcome) $40   

$5 discount on 2 day advanced tickets till 

4/30/26  Friday Night only $20—Saturday only 

$30.   

WEBSITE: 

TICKETS: 

Mackville 

Coal Creek Station 

Kenny & Amanda Smith 

Lonesome River Band 

Tony Holt & the Wildwood Valley Boys 

Illinois Rail 
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*Zero depth entry *Frog slide *Water slide   *One-meter drop slide.  

*Wet playground  *Sand playground area  *Concession stand 

*Shaded picnic area   *Bathhouse.   *Lap lanes  *Diving board 

The Shelbyville Family Aquatic Center offers recreation for all ages.  

Open Memorial Day Weekend to Labor Day Weekend.  

Hours: 

Noon-8 pm Mon.-Fri. 

12-6 pm on Saturday 

1-6 pm on Sunday 

Hours Subject to Change. 

Family Aquatic Center 

217-774-4343 



SHELBYVILLE 

Vietnam & Korean Memorials 

Basketball Court 

Family Aquatic Center 

General Dacey Trail access 

Scout Cabin 

Lions Club Building 

Shelby County Senior Center 

Playground 

Pavilions & Picnic Areas 

Baseball & Softball Diamonds 

 

Forest Park 
Dog Park  

Perm Ping Pong Table 

Frisbee (Disc) Golf Course 

Crystal Lake Fishing Lagoon 

Skateboard Park 

Soccer Fields/Disc Golf 

Pump Track-paved bike track 

Youth Athletic Center 

Ann Arbor Museum 

Memorial Sunken Gardens 

 

LOCATION: NE 9th 

*To reserve the Sunken Gardens, Boy Scout Cabin, Lions Club 

Bldg, or Park pavilions, call City Hall at 217-774-5531. 



Boarman’s Roxy Theatre 
in downtown Shelbyville reopened in 2003 after 
being closed in 1966.  A donation from Bob Boar-
man in 2003 and the Dove family donating the 
original building to the Chamber; the community 
came together and donated labor, money, etc to 
remodel it from top to bottom.   After 3 months, 
the Boarman’s Roxy Theater re-opened on 
11/6/2003.  It has an award winning marquis w/
old fashioned running lights while inside curtains 
line the walls from floor to ceiling and the original 
stage remains from the early 1900’s.  The main 
auditorium seats 170 or on busy nights the balco-
ny opens with 30 seats.  Shelbyville & surround-
ing communities continue to support the Roxy with new seats in 
2010 and a digital and Real 3D projection system in 2012.  2014 
saw the balcony refurbished and the concession area/annex was 
upgraded in 2019.  A new heating/cooling system was installed in 
2024.  The theatre can be reserved for private showings such as 
school trips, etc.  Businesses can advertise on the scrolling 
screen before the movie.  The Roxy Theatre is open daily with 
shows at 6:30pm, and Matinees at 2:00pm on Saturday and Sun-
day. Admission is $5.00 per person for all shows except 3D mov-
ies ($7.00 per person). You can check out the website at 
www.boarmansroxytheatre.com, Facebook at Roxy Movies or 
Shelby Roxy or call 217-460-0850. 

149 E Main St 



EVEN THE BEST MADE PLANS  

CAN CHANGE!  EVENTS ADDED, 

DATES, TIMES ADJUSTED,  

LOCATIONS MOVED….. 

Spring /Summer: 

Bluegrass Festival 

IHSA Bass Tournament 

Moweaqua Pow Wow Days 

Lincoln Fishing Clinic 

Loop Lake Shelbyville 

Findlay Walleye Festival 

Stewardson Homecoming 

Herrick Lions Club Celebration 

Shelby County 4-H & Junior Fair 

Strasburg Lions Homecoming 

Lake Shelbyville 4th of July Fireworks 

Windsor Harvest Picnic 

Cowden Pioneer Days 

and much more….. 

lakeshelby ville.com

www.lakeshelbyville.com 

2026 



EVENTS 

THE BEST PLACE FOR THE 

LATEST INFORMATION! 

Fall/Winter:

Touchstone Energy Balloon Fest 

Scarecrow Daze 

Area Trick or Treats 

Oconee Fall Festival 

DirtWorx 

Shelbyville Festival of Lights 

Shelbyville Festival of Trees 

Strasburg Festival of Trees 

Luminary Walk 

and much more….. 

lakeshelby ville.com 
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Niemerg Family Winery 
opened in 2007.  They offer a wide 

variety of wines with grapes imported 

throughout the U.S. including Illinois, 

Michigan & California.  This reconditioned 100 

year old building houses a tasting room.  Phone 

217-756-5521. 

Vahling Vineyards has bottled 

and marketed their wines since 

1997.  They use indigenous area 

grapes and have a great variety of 

flavors with 5 superior flavors.  They opened to the 

public in 2002 and are located near Stewardson.  

Open year round.  217-682-5409, 

Wine, Brandy, & Brewery! 

Willow Ridge Winery 

is nestled in a rural setting, the 

Tuscan atmosphere invites you 

to enjoy a glass of wine, visit 

with friends by the fireplace or 

relax on the terrace.   Wine can be purchased by 

the glass or bottle while you enjoy the compli-

mentary wine tasting.  Banquet and wine tasting 

rooms are available for events.  The winery hosts 

events such as Ice Carving, Murder Mysteries 

and other entertainment.  Located 8 miles north-

west of Shelbyville.  Open year round.  Phone 

217-738-2323.  willowridgewinery.com 

Twilight Distillery  specializes in dis-

tilled spirits from grapes & fruits.  Has Bar-

rel Aged Brandy & a variety of Brandy Liqueurs 

available 

Opening 2026!! 
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Thank you!!  
Platinum Sponsors 

American Way Storage 

Decatur Area CVB 

Downtown Shelbyville 

Fayhee Recreation 

Hart Media Group 

Lithia Resort 

Mackville Bluegrass 

Whitetail Crossing  

Cabin Village  

Windsor Food Center

                                                                 Silver Sponsors 

Castaways at Coon Creek    Country Cottage 

Glenda Sphar Realty     Gregory’s Resort   

Shelby Electric Cooperative   Shelbyville Chamber of Commerce 

The Spillway Motel        

Dairy Queen      Halbrook Storage 

The Little Theatre on the Square  Mi Vera Cruz 

Oak Terrace Resort     Robin Hood Woods Resort 

The Roxy Theatre     Wolf Creek Lodge   

 

 

Bronze Sponsors 

To advertise in 2027, call:  (217)774-2244  

or info@lakeshelbyville 

Chapala Mexican Grill 

Chip’s Marine 

Coon Creek Lodge 

 

 

EPOC Gym 

Ivy’s Gaming 

Monical’s Pizza 

 

 

Original Burger 

Owens Top of the Hill Horses 

ReMax Properties 

Shelby County State Bank 
 

 

Our Great Partners! 

Gold Sponsors 



Lincoln in Shelby County 
(Left)  Robert Root Painting 

“Let’s Debate” hangs in the second 

floor courtroom along with other por-

traits including Samuel Moulton.  

Contemporaries, Moulton and Lin-

coln were co-counsel on a legal 

case in 1852 in Shelbyville heard by 

Circuit Judge David Davis. 

(Bottom) Statues by John McClarey 

of Abraham Lincoln and Anthony 

Thornton depicted as if they are still 

in debate stands in front of the court-

house with “Lincoln-Thornton De-

bate” story board in the background.   

(Above) “Remembrance” photo—

Lincoln statue in front of Shelby Coun-

ty Courthouse gazing at Robert Root’s 

“Soldiers and Sailors Memorial” on the 

square. 

(Above) Painting of Shelby County’s 

second courthouse and town square as 

it appeared when Lincoln visited. 

Highlights 

Shelby County has seven wayside exhibits—five 

located in Shelbyville, one in Moweaqua, and one 

in Strasburg.  One features the “forgotten de-

bate” that was Lincoln’s first public speaking en-

gagement as a Republican. 

Shelby County was issued the first Passport 

stamp in the Abraham Lincoln National Heritage 

Area.  The Passport to Your National Parks pro-

gram allows visitors to collect passport stamps 

while exploring the communities where Lincoln 

Lived, worked, and traveled through before be-

coming our 16th President.   
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Lincoln in Shelby County 
The Abraham Lincoln National Heritage Area 
The Abraham Lincoln National Heritage Area (ALNHA) is a 43-county 
area of Central Illinois designated by Congress in 2008. The ALNHA 
works in partnership with the National Park Service and tells the sto-
ries of Lincoln's life and times in Illinois. It is the only National Herit-
age Area named for an American President.  The Abraham Lincoln 
National Heritage Area is focused on the 30 years Lincoln lived in 
Central Illinois, raising his family and pursuing his passion for the law 
and politics. During this time, we now know he was unwittingly pre-
paring himself to become the President who would hold the Nation 
together during a time of unprecedented challenges, that of a Civil 
War.  It required enormous courage to save the Union and bind its 
wounds, while trying to cleanse the scourge of slavery from our na-
tional culture. He was ultimately successful in his goal but gave his 
last, full measure of devotion at Ford's Theater in 1865. We now be-
lieve that his journey is our enduring legacy. 

The Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum 

Located in Springfield, Illinois, the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum is just a short, gor-

geous drive from Lake Shelbyville.  The downtown area is a mere 56 scenic miles away and the Library 

houses one of the largest collections of Lincoln material in the world and serves not only students and 

scholars researching Lincoln and Illinois history, but also genealogists from around the world.  The mu-

seum is a world class institution in which visitors can journey through Lincoln’s life; from his days in New 

Salem to his time as a candidate for president and on through his presidency in Washington DC wres-

tling with the Civil War and slavery, and finally his untimely death at the hands of an assassin’s bullet.   

There’s a lot of history to discover right in your 
own backyard! Flat Lincoln loves to travel around 
Illinois and the world, visit historic sites, and have 
his picture taken. Print Flat Lincoln, cut him out, 
and take him on your next trip. Photograph him 
visiting any historic or Looking for Lincoln site 
and post it on Facebook. Hashtag your photo with 
#FlatLincoln, and we’ll post our favorites on the 
Looking for Lincoln Facebook page! Be creative, 
and lets get Flat Lincoln visiting sites all around 
the world!  Download your Flat Lincoln today at 
www.lookingforlincoln.org 

http://www.lookingforlincoln.org
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Horace Tallman Hay Baler 

Horace M. Tallman was the inventor of the first successful mechanical Pick up 

Hay Baler.  Tallman was born in 1863 in Shelby County and moved to Shel-

byville.  In 1905, he built small models of hay balers.  He sold his first inven-

tion to the Ann Arbor Machine Co. in 1915, buying the company four years 

later when they went bankrupt.  In 1922, he moved the company to Shel-

byville.  Mr. Tallman passed away April 17, 1929, and his sons continued the 

work.  In 1930, a farmer bought and operated a brand new Ann Arbor pickup baler, setting a new record for getting 

such a radically new machine into production.  By 1935, they were operating in 19 countries.  Oliver purchase the 

company in 1943 and moved it in 1970.  In 1980, the American Society of Agricultural Engineers dedicated a 

plaque in Shelbyville commemorating the importance of Tallman’s hay balers to American Agriculture.  Ken & 

Freddie Fry restored the Victorian Home which was placed on the National Registry in 1988.  Forest Park is now 

home to a museum for the Oliver and Ann Arbor contributions to agriculture. 

History Made 

Robert Root 
Stop by the Shelby County Historical Society 

(SCHS) to learn more about the famous Shel-

byville artist.  A man prominent in the cultural life 

in Illinois—his most famous paintings include the 

Lincoln-Douglas Debate which hangs in the Illi-

nois Capital Building and the Lincoln-Thornton 

Debate which hangs in the Shelby County Court-

house.  Critics have declared that the artist’s por-

traits of Lincoln are the best that have ever been 

done.  Literature on Root can be found at the 

SCHS or the Public Library.   

The Shelbyville Post Office has hosted this painting since 1941.  “Shelby County Fair Mu-

ral”  is by artist Sister Lucia Wiley.  Dedicated on June 13, 1941, it was painted using egg 

tempera, a paint made by combining egg whites with pigments and oil.  The mural was 

funded through the Treasury  Department’s Section of Fine Arts.  Her art is displayed in 

many Post Offices around the nation.   
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Dishwasher Invented 
Josephine Cochrane had ingenuity in her genes.  Her great grandfather was credited with the steamboat 

and her father John Garis helped build the original city of Chicago.  Josephine is 

reported to have said, “If nobody else is going to invent a dishwashing machine, 

I’ll do it myself.”  This was after servants had chipped her fine china as they 

washed it.  In 1886, Josephine, of Shelbyville, patented the first dishwasher that 

was invented in a woodshed adjoining her home.  This home still stands today 

as a private residence.  For several years, she privately promoted her company, 

the Cochrane’s Crescent Washing Machine Company.  In 1893, she unveiled 

her invention at the World’s Fair and won the highest award.   Years later, with 

the purchase of the original patent, her company became the now famous 

KitchenAid Company.   German Channel ARD filmed a documentary named 

Patents and Talents and were in Shelbyville for several days to film a reenact-

ment of Josephine and her dishwasher using local residents.     

Get your spook on according to Troy 

Taylor via gothichorrorstories.com 
Shelby County Historical 

and Genealogical Society 

is a library for researchers.  

There are historic artifacts on 

display.  Built in 1892, the 

building was formerly the  

Shelby County Jail & 

sheriff’s residence.  

217-774-2260
shelbycounty@ 

consolidated.net

Hours:  

Tues 5-7 pm 

Weds 10 a - 1 p 

Thurs 1-3 pm 

Sat 9 a - 12 p 

Summer adds 

Tues 10 a - 1 p

Ridge Cemetery, 

Williamsburg Hill 

Sta-Rite 
Since 1917 Sta-Rite has been manufacturing hair 

pins.  They helped develop the bobby pin and start-

ed manufacturing in 1926.  During WWII business 

shifted production to supply millions of metal safety 

clips and arming wires for bombs in support of the 

US was effort.  Their employees received an Army-

Navy “E” for excellence award in 1943 & 1944.  Sta-

Rite employed 1000 persons during WWII.  Sta-Rite 

is owned and operated by Robert & Noel Bolinger II 

of Shelbyville.   

For more information visit:   

www.sta-riteginnielou.com 



Cowden 
Jenny’s Diner 

Findlay 
Rosie & Irl’s Smokehouse & Saloon

Sweet Cheeks Ice Cream  
Tailwinds Steakhouse 

Herrick 
Herrick Family Restaurant 

Marinas 
Nessie’s at Lithia 

North End Pub & Grill at Sullivan 

Moweaqua 
Casey’s® 

Crawford’s Pizza, Pub & Pins 
Crazy Ladies Cafe 

Mama Chan’s 
Moweaqua Foods Deli & Pizza Palace 

Muddy Water Cafe 
The Salty Farmer 

Subway® 

Oconee 
Oconee Pub 

Pana 
Mulligans at Oak Terrace 

Stewardson 
Brew Bank 

Citgo® 
Emma’s Diner 

Tower Hill 
Casey’s® 

Jimmy D’s Bar & Gaming 

EATS & TREATS 

Expires 12/31/26 



Shelbyville 
Blended Grace 
Casey’s® 
Chapala Mexican Grill 
Dairy Queen® 
The Dam Pub 
Daryl’s Gaming & Bistro 
Game On 
Hidden Cove Bar & Grill 
Interstate Cafe (Tuesdays Only) 
The Iron Keg 
Lakeview Family Restaurant 
Lisa’s Cafe 
Longbranch Bar & Grill 
McDonald’s® 
Mi Veracruz Mexican Grill 
MoMo’s Fro Yo 
Monical’s Pizza® 
Oliver Coffee Co 
Original Burger 
Subway® 
Taco Bell® 
The Takeoff 
Wades Meat Market 
Yen Ching 

Strasburg 
32 Below Bar & Grill 
Eddy’s Grab & Go 
Short Stop 
Subway® 

Windsor 
Casey’s® 
SC FS Fast Stop 
Hanger 18 
Old No. 1 
Rosco’s 
Windsor Food Center 
Windsor Pub 
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Shelby County    Communities
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Out  &   About!

 

Lodg-

ing 

Gas Grocery Restaurant 

/Pub 

Quick 

Bites 

General

Cowden X X X X 

Findlay X X X 

Herrick X X 

Mode X 

Moweaqua X X X X 

Oconee X X 

Shelbyville X X X X X 

Sigel X X X 

Stewardson X X 

Strasburg X X X 

Tower Hill X X X 

Westervelt 

Windsor X X X X X 



Shelby County    Communities 
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Out  &   About! 

Cowden 

Village Hall 217-783-6326

Findlay 

Village Hall 217-756-8997 

Herrick 

Village Hall 618-428-5833

Moweaqua

Village Hall  217-768-3036 

moweaqua.org

Shelbyville

City Hall 217-774-5531 

Stewardson

Town Hall 217-682-5710 

stewardsonil.com

Strasburg

 Town Hall 217-644-3007 

strasburgil.com 

Oconee

oconee.village@gmail.com 

Tower Hill

Village Hall 217-567-3521 

Sigel

Town Hall 217-844-2042 

Windsor 

City Hall 217-459-2291 
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General 

Store 

Crafts/ 

Specialty 
Historical 

Sites/

Museums 

Attractions Winery/ 

Distillery 
Gym Gaming 

X X X 

X X W X 

X X X X X 

X 

X X X X X X 

X 

X X X X W/D X 

X X X X 

X 

W 

X X X *Wine bar X 
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      Shelby County Courthouse   

was built in 1879 & dedicated in 1883.  The upper courtroom houses 

historic paintings including Robert Root’s depiction of the Lincoln-

Thornton debate in Shelbyville that launched Lincoln’s national politi-

cal career.  A Looking for Lincoln Wayside Exhibit and Lincoln and 

Thornton statues grace the front of the courthouse.  Courtrooms are 

open for viewing when court is not in session.  Open M-F 8am-4pm.  

The Pam and Bob Boarman Chevy 

BelAir Museum 

224 W Main St, Shelbyville 

This museum opened in 2005 with 

Bob’s private collection of Chevy’s.  

It’s decorated in 50’s sock hop style 

with black and white checkered 

floors.  The walls are lined with 50’s 

memorabilia,  Chevy clocks and ne-

on signs.  A jukebox takes you back 

to the era.  The museum has eight 

vintage cars, & was built so the cars 

could be in a controlled environment.  Mr. Boarman restored most of the cars himself and collected cars 

for over 30 yrs.   

Shelbyville Public Library was 

dedicated in 1905.  The library was built with 

a Carnegie Grant in French Renaissance 

style.  It has computers, a video library, and 

plenty of reading and learning experiences 

for children throughout the year.   154 N 

Broadway.   

Open 9a-7p Mon-Fri 9a-1p on Saturdays. 

Info:  217-774-4432 or shelbyvillelibrary.org 

The Lincoln Public Square  houses the Soldiers & 

Sailors Monument designed by Robert Root.  The square was 

erected in 1907 in memory of the military men in the county.  

The square houses plaques to honor Abraham Lincoln who 

practiced law in Shelby County & Horace Tallman, inventor of 

the 1st mechanical pickup hay baler.  In 2002, an eternal flame 

was dedicated to the military who have served.  The granite 

base contains etchings, one of which is General Douglas Mac-

Arthur wading ashore in the Philippines in 1945 and alongside him is Shelbyville 

resident August West.   



Moweaqua Living Me-

morial Tree Park is 

planted with native Illi-

nois trees, prairie 

grasses and native 

wildflowers.  Each year 

a new tree is planted in 

a person’s honor.  

Every tree has a 

plaque to commemorate that person and to 

list the scientific name of the tree.  The park 

is open 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.  Call 

217-768-3036 

Goat Tower  The Tower of Baa is the largest goat tower in the 

U.S.  It is modeled after a tower that Dave and Marcia Johnson saw in a 

wine magazine from S. Africa.  The original goat tower was in Portugal.  

The Johnson’s tower is 31 ft tall and has 5,000 bricks with 276 spiral steps 

that encompass the tower.  Their property also 

contains unique musical stones, aviary sculptures, 

and more.  Located at 

1968 N 2500 E Rd., 

Guinness World Record 
The World’s Fastest Wedding Chapel is seen & used by 

visitors at Lake Shelbyville.  The truck, named the “The 

Best Man” was featured on Trick My Truck, ABC’s World 

News Tonight, Ripley’s Believe It of Not, & on BBC!  

Truck, historic wedding chapel, or plan your wedding/vow 

renewal: 217-774-7809.  

The Moweaqua Coal Mine  

Museum 

has displays and memorabilia from a bygone era in Mid-

western prairie history.  Most well-known for the Decem-

ber 24, 1932 disaster that killed 54 workers, the coal 

mine itself closed in 1935.  The Moweaqua Coal Mine 

Museum was dedicated on May 25, 1986.  The museum 

has been awarded a certificate of excellence for a Spe-

cial Project by Congress of Illinois Historical Societies.  

129 S Main St., Moweaqua,  1-4 pm Saturday & Sunday.  

Thompson Mill Covered Bridge  

was built in 1868 to span the Kaskaskia River.  This 

157 foot bridge is one of only five covered bridges re-

maining in Illinois.  Although, traffic is no longer al-

lowed on the bridge, you can still drive up & see how 

the bridge was built & admire the natural setting.   

1718 E 300 N Rd., Cowden 
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AT THE LAKE SHELBYVILLE VISITOR 

Passport To Your National Park... 

Explore the communities where Lincoln lived, worked, and traveled with the Pass-

port to Your National Parks program in the Abraham Lincoln National Heritage Ar-

ea. The program lets you  collect free cancellation stamps at participat-

ing sites, while learning more about our 16th President before his 

White House years.  For venues with an entry fee, the stamp will be 

available prior to entering the venue. Of course, you may want to fur-

ther your adventures and expand your journey while you’re there. Feel 

free to call ahead if you have questions.  The Lake   

     Shelbyville Visitor Center can be reached at (217) 774-3951.  
1st stamp 

in Shelby  

County 

www.lookingforlincoln.org/passport-program 

 

Go camping, hiking, biking 

Movies at the Roxy Theatre 

Fish in Forest Park ‘s Crystal Lake 

Family Aquatic Center 

Swimming Beaches 

Build sandcastles at pool or beach 

Playground areas 

Explore the Lake Shelbyville Visitor 

Center 

Ride bikes on pump track or Dacey 

BRING THE 

KIDS 
Trail 
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Riding Stables 
Coyote Creek Stables: (217)844-

2161 
Owens Over the Top, Tower Hill: 

 (217)273-3199 
or…. 

bring your own to  
Wolf Creek Equestrian 

Camp! 
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Sullivan sits on the north end of the Lake and has unique restaurants, recreation, and shopping opportunities.  The 
“Little Theatre on the Square” is what Sullivan is known for and is the only Equity stock theatre in Central Illinois.  
Opening in 1957 with stars such as Mickey Rooney, Alan Alda, & Ann Miller performing as well as many others.  It 
has a variety of adult programs as well as matinees for kids.  
www.thelittletheatre.org. Sullivan’s own Wyman Park and Tabor 
Park have hours of fun with tennis, horseshoes, baseball, hiking, 

and fishing opportunities.  The Civic Cen-
ter is a public facility with an indoor pool, 
saunas, gym, racquetball, and full weight 
circuit.  It also has two golf courses.  For 
more info:  217-728-4223.   
 

Arthur has the largest Amish settlement in 
Illinois.  Home to several bakeries and bulk food stores, Amish crafted custom oak furni-
ture, quilts, and clothing.  You’ll also find flower, antique, and gift shops.  Arthur hosts craft 
and county fairs and the popular Cheese 
Festival plus the Pumpkin Patch, known for 
its cucurbits with over 300 varieties of  

           pumpkin, squash, and gourds.   
 
Arcola is just off I-57 and is the “broomcorn capital of the world”. The 
Broom Corn Festival happens the weekend after Labor Day.  Arcola is 
also the birthplace of Johnny Gruelle, creator of Raggedy Ann & Andy.  
Each June, Raggedy enthusiasts gather to commemorate the National 
Toy Hall of Fame characters.  The Aikman Wildlife Adventure Park 
hosts drive-thru and walk-thru animal adventures and many activities 
through the year.   
 





Discover more 
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