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Excerpts from Multiple Award-Winning Book Living While Human

Second Installment;: DESTINY
Arwinder Kaur (Surrey, BC, Canada)

arwinderkaurauthour.com

My father being educated in
religious studies and a respected leader
within the Sikh faith, his name came
up as a recommendation to fill the
vacant granthi (priest) position at the
Sikh temple in Queensborough (New
Westminster, BC) in 1959. He was
understandably reluctant because it
would require him to move out to a
foreign country, living alone for at
least two years under a contract. If it
was mutually agreeable, he could gain
a permanent position, and his family
could be sponsored to join him. He had
heard things about life in Canada, and
it was not all that positive. That it was
lonely, it would be cold. People had
lost their traditions; everyone worked
and lived separately. He did not speak
English. It was all a huge unknown, but
for the sake of the children and our
future, the sacrifice would have to be
made. Sikhs are known to be pioneers,
industrious and fearless. This would
get tested now. So, in 1959, my father
set out alone to a new world.

Upon arriving, it was not long
before he, in fact, began to see that the

8

stories he had heard were true. It was
cold, dark, and isolated. He was very
lonely. Hardly anyone came to the
temple. People had lost their traditions.
Most could no longer speak Punjabi, at
least not very well. Most people did
not maintain the required Sikh
symbols, the five “Ks”: Kesh (hair),
Kangha (a wooden comb), Kara (an
iron Dbracelet), Kachera (cotton
underpants), and Kirpan (an iron
dagger). He was horrified to see this.
No one came to any services daily and
on weekends, only a few people. Soon
they would all be gone until the next
weekend. It was like a ghost town. No
hustle and bustle of the streets. No
music playing on loudspeakers. No
steady stream of people coming in to
pay their respects or donate money or
goods which the priest and family
relied on. He was counting the minutes
and had decided, once his two-year
commitment was to end, he would not
remain and would give notice of this.
So shortly before that time, my father
did just that. He submitted his letter to
the board or committee. He gave them
all the reasons listed above and
included that he would never be able to
earn enough money to pay for his
family to join him or support them
once they did. This was all true.
However, within the two years,
positive change had started to happen
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