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BRANDON DENTAL CARE CELEBRATES 60

HCSO INDIAN ADVISORY COUNCIL
SUPPORTS BRANDON HIGH'S PUSH
FOR BETTER ATTENDANCE

By Libby Hopkins
the nation to
get kids to come
to school. The
laptops will be
raffled off to
students  who
meet the 90
percent positive
attendance rate
we are striving
for.”

The  laptop
raffles will be-
gin at the end of
~ August and con-

The HCS QO Indmn Advisory Council recently donated laptops to andon Hzgh tinue monthly.

School's Community School to help students stay connected to their studies.

The mission of the Hillsborough Coun-
ty Sheriff's Indian Advisory Council is to
serve as a bridge connecting the Indian
community with the Hillsborough County
Sheriff's Office (HCSO), dedicated to serv-
ing, protecting and defending the commu-
nity while upholding the rights and dignity
of all individuals. Since its inception, the
council has actively engaged in numerous
initiatives aimed at building goodwill and
fostering strong relationships, promoting
literacy and raising awareness about the
resources available within our county.

In keeping with their mission, the Indian
Advisory Council recently donated laptops
to Brandon High School's (BHS) Communi-
ty School in the hopes of keeping students
connected to their studies.

"We have always partnered with various
people to support schoolwide initiatives,”
said Lauren Leto, Brandon High School's
Community School resource teacher. "We
know that students cannot learn if they
are not present at school. Many of our
families face barriers to attending school.
Some of our students stay home to take
care of other family members. Some do
not have adequate transportation and may
live close to school to qualify for the bus.
Post-COVID has been a challenge across
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"Community
school supports
many aspects to the success of the Bran-
don students,” said Susan Spears, Brandon
High School's academic interventionist
ELP coordinator. "Attendance is a major
focus for the initiative. In order to increase
our overall school attendance to 90 per-
cent or higher, laptops provide an incen-
tive for the students because many do not
have the financial resources to purchase
their own. Attendance plays a large role in
student success in high school. The goal of
the incentive is to increase attendance to
directly impact academic success.”

Both Spears and Leto are appreciative
of the HCSO Indian Advisory Council, Mas-
ter Deputy Tony Suarez of the HCSO Com-
munity Outreach Division and Brandon
High School coach Amy Watson for their
help with securing the laptop donation.

“Eagle student and now Brandon High
School alumni Tony Suarez has remained
connected to coach Amy Watson, longtime
BHS educator,” Leto said. "He is aware that
we are a community school and wanted to
support so student can succeed in school.”

If you would like to learn more about
the HCSO Indian Advisory Council, you
can visit its website at https://teamhcso.
com/section/efd7fdd7-d42b-4fb4-adbe-
e34043da0eda/indian-advisory-council.
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The Dodson family celebrates receiving the keys to their new home at
Habitat for Humanity of Tampa Bay Hillsborough's Windhorst Commons
neighborhood in Brandon. See ful story on Page 27.

YEARS OF CARING FOR THE COMMUNITY

Since opening its
doors in 1966, Bran-
don Dental Care has
helped generations of
local families maintain
healthy smiles while
building a legacy of
community  service
that continues today.

The dental practice
is celebrating its
60th anniversary
this year, mark-
ing six decades &
of caring for pa- ''%
tients throughout
Brandon, Valrico,
Riverview and sur-
rounding commu-
nities.

The office origi-
nally opened on North Moon Street before
moving to its longtime Brandon location at
413 W. Robertson St. In 1992, Dr. Rudy Lid-
dell joined Dr. Dan Noland and Dr. Richard
Reed, and the practice became known as
Brandon Dental Care.

Over the years, the practice welcomed ad-
ditional dentists, including Dr. Craig Oldham,
Dr. Chris Waite, Dr. Stephen Zuknick and Dr.
Dan Branca. A second location opened in
Riverview in 2012, expanding access to care
for area residents.

For Dr. Branca, joining the practice
brought his dental journey full circle. He first
became a patient of Dr. Liddell in 1997 as a
child. After graduating from the University
of Florida College of Dentistry in 2014, Dr.
Branca returned to Brandon Dental Care in
2017, where he had the opportunity to work
alongside the dentist who had cared for him
growing up.

The practice’s legacy also includes a long-
standing commitment to helping those in
need. In 2017, Dr. Branca established a den-
tal clinic at Beth-El Farmworkers Ministry
in Wimauma, where Dr. Oldham also volun-
teers.

Dr. Zuknick and Dr. Branca are leaders at
the annual Florida Mission of Mercy event,
where dentists from across the state donate
free dental care to more than 1,500 pa-
tients. The event provides an estimated $19
million in dental services.

Brandon Dental Care’s commitment to

By Marie Gilmore

Brandon Dental Care is
celebrating 60 years of serving
the community in 2026. The
team marked the milestone
by donating 60 birthday
boxes to ECHO, continuing
the practices longstanding
commitment to supporting

- local families.
service extends to its employees and pa-
tients. Fourteen of its 30 employees have
worked at the practice for more than 10
years, including eight who have been there
for more than 20 years. Treatment coor-
dinator Valerie Alex retired in 2023 after
47 years with the office, having previously
served as a dental assistant for Dr. Reed.

Dr. Liddell, who retired in December 2022,
was recognized as Florida Dentist of the
Year in 2021 and received a lifetime achieve-
ment award in 2026. He also served as pres-
ident of the West Coast District Dental As-
sociation and the Florida Dental Association.

To celebrate its anniversary, the team col-
lected supplies to create 60 birthday boxes
featuring cake mix, frosting, candles and
plates, donating them to ECHO to help local
families celebrate special occasions.

Brandon Dental Care continues its mission
of providing comprehensive dental services
in a welcoming environment, with a focus on
patient education, comfort and oral health.

For more information, visit https://bran-
dondentalcare.com/.
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The Home Team for Healthy Smlles.

» Doctor-owned. . '
» Locally operated.‘ =

BRIDGES DENTAL St

influence,
LAURA COYLE BRIDGES, D.M.D.

4316 New River Hills Parkway
\lalrlco,, FL 33596 ,

(S 813-65u-3399)

www.bridgesdental.com . '%

$99 New Patient Special

(Exam - X-Rays - Healthy Mouth Cleaning)
PLUS $99 Future Treatment Credit

: 5 With this coupon. Not valid with use of our wellness
Credit may be applied toward any future treatment. plan or prior services. Expires 12/31/2026

Dr. Caroline Dau | Dr. Laura Bridges
Proudly accepting the following dental insurance providers:

« Aetna « Assurant PPO
» Ameritas » Cigna

« Connection Dental « GEHA

» MetLife * Principal
« Blue Cross Blue Shield « Delta Dental

« Guardian * Premier
The patient and any other person responsible for payment has a right to refuse to pay, cancel payment, or be reimbused for payment for any other service, examination, or treatment
that is performed as a result of and within 72 hours of responding to the advertisement for the free, discounted fee, or reduced fee service, examination, or treatment

REED&REED

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

813.438.5960

NEEDREED.COM

Personal Injury Cases

FREE CONSULTATIONS

101 E Lumsden Road

Auto Accidents ¢ Slip and Fall
Brandon, FL 33511

Boating Accidents * Dog Bites

Wrongful Death « Motorcycle
Proud Supporters of ECHO
* Board of Directors
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ADVENTHEALTH, TAMPA YMCA PARTNERTO
EXPAND CAMP CRISTINA RIDING ARENA

More  chil- =
dren in the
Riverview area |
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while  enhancing
a program that serves families from across
the community.

AdventHealth and the Tampa Metropoli-
tan Area YMCA celebrated the completion
of the new 50 by 120 ft. corral on Septem-
ber 14 during a community gathering at
YMCA Camp Cristina.

The new structure supports the camp's
equestrian program, where children of all
experience levels can learn to ride, build con-
fidence and develop new skills. By providing
protection from Florida’s heat and weather,
especially during the hot and humid summer
months, the corral creates a more comfort-
able environment for riders, horses and in-
structors throughout the year.

Located on a 65-acre campus at 9840
Balm Riverview Rd. in Riverview, YMCA
Camp Cristina serves children, families and

£ VALRICO 2
STAY-IN-YOUR-CAR

QUALITY &
CONVENIENT

OIL CHANGES
AND MAINTENANCE

GET IN. GET OUT. GET DRIVING!
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3618 Lithia Pinecrest Road
Valrico, FL 335%6

813-556-9696

0il Changes & More®

belonging.

"We're excited to create even more op-
portunities for young people to learn, grow
and challenge themselves in an encouraging,
engaging environment,” Matt Lewis, vice
president of membership and programs at
the Tampa Y, said. "This new shaded riding
arena does just that, reinforcing our com-
mitment to youth development at YMCA
Camp Cristina for years to come.”

“Every child deserves the opportunity to
learn, explore and build confidence in a safe
and supportive environment,” Jason New-
myer, president and CEO of AdventHealth
Riverview, said. "We're excited to partner
with the YMCA to help create a space where
children can experience the joy of horseback
riding while gaining skills and confidence
that will stay with them long after the les-
son ends.”
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FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED
Proudly serving our community

HIGH QUALITY SERVICE
We use quality oil & filters

NO APPOINTMENT NEEDED
Quick. Convenient. Get in, get out, get driving.

HONEST & TRUSTED
We treat you like family.

FOLLOW US!

MON-FRI
§ Grease Monkey Valrico

7:30AM - 6:00PM
@ @greasemonkeyfamilyFL

k™ SCAN ME
FOR OTHER
LOCATIONS!

SATURDAY
7:30AM - 2:00PM

PRESENT COUPON AT TIME OF SERVICE.
ONE COUPON PER VEHICLE. NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER

OFFER OR DISCOUNT. NO CASH VALUE. EXCLUDES TAX
AND SHOP SUPPLIES. ADDITIONAL RESTRICTIONS MAY APPLY.

DECEMBER 31, 2026

FOR 50 YEARS, VOLUNTEERS HAVE
SERVED UP MEALS AND KINDNESS

For some home-
bound residents in
Brandon, a knock
on the door and a
friendly greeting
can mean just as
much as the hot
meal waiting on
the other side.

For nearly 50
years, volunteers
at St. Andrew's
United  Method-
ist Church have
been helping pro-
vide both through
Greater Brandon
Meals on Wheels. Since 1976, the church
has participated in the communitywide
effort to provide nutritious, home-deliv-
ered meals to people who are unable to
prepare meals for themselves.

Greater Brandon Meals on Wheels op-
erates Monday through Friday, with par-
ticipating local churches taking respon-
sibility for individual days. Tuesday is St.
Andrew’s United Methodist Church’s day,
and volunteers have continued the tradi-
tion for five decades.

At St. Andrew’s, Phala Pesano and Tim
Bridge co-chair the ministry. Each Tues-
day, volunteers arrive early to plan, shop
for and prepare meals from scratch. The
typical meal includes a protein, vegeta-
ble, starch, salad and dinner roll, along
with dessert.

"On a typical Tuesday, the team cooks
for 77 to 78 seniors,” Pesano said.

A backup team arrives around 10:30
a.m. to help prepare and package the
meals before delivery volunteers head
out on their routes. Meals are delivered
between 11 a.m.-1 p.m., with volunteers
making sure each recipient receives more
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Greater Brandon

SERTIFZ

WHEELS

By Dale Bliss

than just a nutri-
tious meal.

“The best part
of being a volun-
teer is knowing
we are helping
people who really
need help,” Pesano
said.

For many home-
bound neighbors,
a Meals on Wheels
volunteer may be
the only person
they see or speak
with during the
day. A typical de-
livery route takes about an hour, but that
brief visit can provide important social
connection and a reminder that the com-
munity cares.

Recipients can be referred by family
members, friends, churches, physicians
and other organizations. Anyone who
is homebound and unable to prepare a
home-cooked meal may qualify, whether
the need is temporary or permanent. Cli-
ents are screened in their homes to ver-
ify their need, and a suggested donation
helps offset the cost of meals.

The ministry also adds a little extra
cheer during the holidays by preparing
goodie bags filled with items such as gra-
nola bars and individual applesauce cups.

Those interested in volunteering or
supporting the ministry can contact St.
Andrew's United Methodist Church at
813-689-6849. Meals on Wheels vol-
unteers meet Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m. in
the Family Life Center kitchen at St. An-
drew's United Methodist Church, located
at 3315 S. Bryan Rd. in Brandon.

More information is available at www.
brandonmealsonwheels.com.

ARTISAN ARTS & CRAFTS
GREAT FOOD & SNACKS
EXCITING FAMILY FUN
PUMPKIN PATCH

VISIT US!
AT THE PATCH

SEP 27-OPENING DAY AFTER IPM

SEP 27- OCT 31, 2626

MON-FRI @ 4:00-7:30PM
SAT-SUN @ 9:30AM~7:30PM

“UNTIL ALL PUMIPKINS ARE BONE!

SCAN QR CODE TO VISIT
THE PATCH WERSITE

»
DON'T MISS
THEFUN!
CANDY, GAMES, COSTUMES,
PRIZES, BOUNCE HOUSE,
FOOD, CRAFTS, DUNK TANK, o
DESSERT FOOD TRUCK
& MUCH MORE!
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" ST. ANDREW’S KIDS MINISTRY | |
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—

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24, 2026
2:00-5:00 PM

Come for the candy, hang out with us for the fun!

Enjoy pumpkin painting. gomes,

arts &o

dunic tank, food & sweet treats, and

7. ANDREW'E WG | E118 5 BEVAM 5., BRAMDOM 71 358111
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Advanced
Gynecology

Clear answers | s

for complex women’s care. From overactive biadder t

chronic pelvic pain, gynecologic
conditions can quietly disrupt
your life. AdventHealth helps you
take back control, with specialists
dedicated to uncovering complex
and sometimes unexplained
symptoms. With options like
robotic-assisted surgery and
nerve-stimulation technology,
you have more minimally invasive
ways to find lasting relief.
Same-day procedures may also
be available to fit your schedule
and give you the confidence and
control to feel whole.

Talk to our specialists about
your options.

AdvancedGYNExperts.com

Advent Heqlth

Tampa

SET ON 17 PRIVATE ACRES
5 UNIQUE RESTAURANTS SERVING LOCALLY SOURCED CUISINE
SPACES DESIGNED TO INSPIRE MEANINGFUL CONNECTIONS
OPENING FALL 2026
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GALLERY

E]* "EI Visit Our Showroom! Tampa

1 H T ‘t 813-642-4021 | GalleryTampa.com AN EXPERIENCE SENIOR LIVING COMMUNITY

.t
=da %L 5049 Bell Shoals Rd. | Valrico, FL 33596 INDEPENDENT LIVING | ASSISTED LIVING | MEMORY CARE

ALF license pending.
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The Osprey Observer
Has Moved To
A NEW Location!!

Since 2001

Qe

The Osprey Observer is preparing to cele-
brate 25 years of publishing positive, home-
town news while entering a new chapter
with a move to a more flexible office.

The family-owned publication began
printing in January 2002 as a single edi-
tion serving FishHawk. Today, the Osprey
Observer publishes more than 70,000 di-
rect-mailed newspapers each month across
five editions: Bloomingdale/FishHawk, Riv-
erview, Valrico, Brandon/Winthrop and its
newest edition, SouthShore.

In September, the newspaper sold its
longtime office on Lithia Pinecrest Road and
opened a satellite office on Bloomingdale
Avenue inside the EZ Choice Realty office lo-
cated at 116 E. Bloomingdale Ave, Brandon,
FL 33511

The move reflects how the newspaper's
staff and operations have evolved, particu-
larly since the COVID-19 pandemic.

"After the pandemic, most of our team
took their positions home,” said Editor and
Publisher Marie Gilmore. “So now, with
Zoom staff meetings and staff working any-
where in the state and beyond, we are able
to work remotely.”

While much of the Osprey Observer’s staff
now works remotely, the publication will
maintain a physical office where readers,
advertisers and community members can
continue to connect with the newspaper.

The new office, located at 116 E. Blooming-

-5 MOVED

Staff Report

HAVE

dale Ave. in Brandon, will be open Monday
through Friday from 9 am.-1 p.m.

"We still want to be a hub where mem-
bers of the community can drop off press
releases, pick up papers and prizes and still
feel connected,” Gilmore said.

The new location provides the newspaper
with a central place to maintain that person-
al connection while allowing the company to
continue embracing the flexibility of a re-
mote workforce.

For Gilmore, who founded the Osprey Ob-
server in January 2002 along with husband
Doug and a small team of dedicated staff,
the changes represent both growth and a
return to the publication’s roots.

Over the past 25 years, the newspaper
has grown from one community edition into
a five-edition publication reaching tens of
thousands of local households. Throughout
that growth, its mission has remained fo-
cused on telling the stories of the people,
organizations, businesses and events that
make the community special.

As the Osprey Observer looks toward its
next 25 years, its new office will serve as
a reminder that while the way newspapers
work continues to change, the importance
of staying connected to the communities it
serves has not.

For more informatino, visit the website
www.ospreyobserver.com, email editor@
ospreyobserver.com or call 813-657-2418.

116 E. Bloomingdale Ave, Brandon 33511 ¢ (office) 813-657-2418

WHERE THRIFTY SHOPPERS GO TO SAVE!

813-315-8210 | THRIFTYDEPOT.COM

Roof Repairs, Replacement
& Maintenance

Shingle, Flat, Tile & Metal

Blown-In Insulation ¢ Solar Attic Fans

(813) 689-ROOF |3

 CARDINAT

BUILDING AND RESTORATION

CGC1537220 / IICRC #70229671

Fire, Smoke, Water
& Mold Remediation

24/7 Emergency Water Exiraction
Structural Drying, Tarp & Board-Up

Dr. Arina Doroshenko, DDS, MD

—*—

Oral Surgery Team

Your Wisdom Teeth and Dental Implant Experts

_ Our team listens to what matters to you, so you can _g#
feel assured at every step.

‘@ 13127 Kings Lake Dr #102, Gibsonton

X (813) 677-0073
‘ oboralsurgery.com

to serve you. a

Dr. Esther Oh, DDS, MD
e

. 1402 Oakfield Dr, Brandon

\ (813) 796-5752
Q obosbrandon.com
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THE DANCE CENTER HOSTS 'A
NIGHT IN PARIS' FUNDRAISER

Nearly two years
after  Hurricane
Milton forced The
Dance Center from
its longtime home,
the Brandon dance
studio is celebrat-
ing not simply a re-
covery, but a new
chapter.

On Saturday,
October 17, 2026,
The Dance Center
will host A Night
in Paris, an elegant
evening of dinner, dessert, and inspiring
dance performances featuring students
from the studio’s upper-level programs. The
event will serve as both a fundraiser and a
celebration of how far the studio has come
since Hurricane Milton—and where it is
headed next.

When Hurricane Milton flooded The
Dance Center's previous facility in October
2024, the studio was forced to leave its
home and operate from temporary spaces
while searching for a permanent solution.
What followed was a season of uncertain-
ty, transition, and rebuilding.

Today, The Dance Center is operating
from its new home on Bryan Road in Bran-
don, where its programs continue to grow.
The studio serves dancers from young chil-
dren through adults, with training in ballet,
jazz, tap, modern, and other styles. Its up-
per-level programs are developing dancers
through increasingly rigorous training and
performance opportunities.

“A Night in Paris” is intended to give the
community an intimate look at that growth.

Different from our traditional large-scale
recital, the evening will feature a curated
selection of performances from The Dance

Center's ad-
vanced dancers,
allowing guests
to  experience
the artistry,
discipline, and
dedication that
develop through
years of training.

For The Dance
Center, the sig-
nificance of the
evening extends
beyond the
performances
themselves.

"We don't want to simply say that we
survived Hurricane Milton,” said Hannah
Townend, co-owner and director of The
Dance Center. "We want to show what has
happened since then. We've grown, we've
rebuilt, and we're moving into something
new. This is about looking beyond recovery
and toward the heights we're capable of
reaching.”

The studio’s mission is to inspire excel-
lence of character through excellence in
dance in students of all ages. That mission
continues to shape the studio as it enters
this next era, with an emphasis on strong
technical training, character development,
artistic growth, and meaningful opportuni-
ties for dancers to perform.

A Night in Paris will include dinner, des-
sert, a raffle, and performances by dancers
from The Dance Center's upper-level pro-
grams. Proceeds will support the continued
growth and development of the studio.

A Night in Paris Saturday, October 17,
2026 The Dance Center Brandon, Florida.
Tickets are $37 per person and are avail-
able to the public. For tickets and event
information, visit www.brandondance.com.

Kids Leaving for College?
Or Over 18?

Do they have a
Durable Power of
Attorney and Medical
Directives in case of
an emergency?

In the eyes of the law,
they are now adults.

CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR FREE CONSULTATION

ToM GALLO 4., [

proudly supports m

2240 LITHIA CENTER LANE, VALRICO 33596
Thomas@TomGalloLaw.com

(813) 815-4529

Wills & Trusts - Probate - Guardianship - Elder Law - Asset Protection

Staff Report

AREA STUDENTS NAMED NATIONAL
MERIT SCHOLARSHIP SEMIFINALISTS

Staff Report

2027
Natlonal Merit Scholarship Program

Hillsborough County Public Schools students have been named semifinalists in the 2027 Na-
tional Merit Scholarship Program, recognizing their outstanding academic achievements and
performance on the PSAT/NMSQT.

Hillsborough  County Public  Schools
(HCPS) is proud to announce that 70 stu-
dents from the district’s traditional public
high schools have been named Semifinalists
in the 2027 National Merit Scholarship Pro-
gram, one of the nation's most prestigious
academic recognition programs for high
school students. The students were rec-
ognized by the National Merit Scholarship
Corporation based on their outstanding per-
formance on the Preliminary SAT/National
Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test (PSAT/
NMSQT).

The National Merit Scholarship Program
selected more than 16,000 semifinalists na-
tionwide, representing less than one percent
of US. high school seniors. Approximately
95 percent of semifinalists are expected to
advance to Finalist standing, with about half
of those students ultimately earning a Na-
tional Merit Scholarship.

Local 2027 National Merit Scholarship

semifinalists by school:

Bloomingdale High School:

Jacob J. Abraham, Lawrence V. Derosier

and Emerson J. Spencer.

Brandon Academy High School:

Brian Nguyen.
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TESSERA OF BRANDON IS NOW

ASSISTED LIVING & MEMORY CARE

PROUDLY PART OF THE PROVIDENCE SENIOR LIVING FAMILY.

The caring team and compassionate staff
residents and families know and trust remain
the same, now supported by experienced
local ownership dedicated to building a
meaningful community and Creating the Best
Day Possible for every resident—every day.

Ambiance at Brandon proudly offers Assisted
Living and Memory Care enhanced by
state-of-the-art technology, innovative safety
features, and personalized support designed
to provide comfort, connection, and peace of
mind for residents and families alike.

Call Jill or Bill at 813-607-6880 today to
schedule your personal tour and experience
the difference at Ambiance at Brandon.

y recognized as a Tampa Bay Times Best of the Best
for 6 consecutive years—including the most recent!

Riverview High School:

Alexander E. Guirguis.

Sumner High School:

Ayden M. Creech.

Newsome High School:

Colin D. Holcombe.

"Being named a National Merit Semi-
finalist places these students among the
highest-achieving scholars in the nation and
reflects years of hard work, dedication and
academic excellence,” said Superintendent
Van Ayres. "We are incredibly proud of these
students, their families, teachers and school
communities. Their success demonstrates
the outstanding opportunities available in
our schools and the bright future ahead for
each of these remarkable young people.”

Semifinalists must now complete addi-
tional requirements, including a detailed
scholarship application, academic record
review, recommendation from a school of-
ficial and qualifying SAT or ACT scores, to
advance to Finalist standing. National Merit
Scholarship winners will be announced be-
ginning in spring 2027,

For acomplete list of National Merit Schol-
arship Program semifinalists, visit www.na-
tionalmerit.org/s/1758/start.aspx.

COredting the Best Day Possible

1320 Oakfield Drive // Brandon, FL 33511
813-607-6880 // Sales@ambiancebrandon.com

AmbianceBrandon.com
Assisted Living Facility #PENDING
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Florida Insit e Chick

AUTO | HOME | FLOOD | BUSINESS

SERVICE YOU DESERVE...

DISCOVER WHAT SETS US APART!

o . E : 11216 Winthrop Main Street
11232 Sullivan St, Riverview Southshore Riverview, FL 33576
Insurance Office: (813) 448-7580
WINTHROP Professionals™ southshoreins.com
PRIVATE SHOPPING EVENTS & GIFT CARDS AVAILABLE proTECTION You caNTRUST* | Miichelle@southshoreins.com
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SEW N’ TELL ALTERATIONS IN WINTHROP
CELEBRATES 18TH ANNIVERSARY

By Jane Owen

LOCAL DRUMMER FOLLOWS
PASSION TO SEAWORLD STAGE

Sew N' Tell Al-
terations, located
in Winthrop, cele-
brated 18 years of
business on July
8. Sew N Tell's
slogan is 'One
stitch at a time,
and owner Karen SV
Deguenther puts
her heart into ev-
ery stitch. -

Deguenther F
said she loves
what she does
and it doesn't feel P
like work. What she loves most
about the last 18 years is the peo-
ple she has met and helped.

"The best feeling of the day is
when you have a girl who feels
horrible in their dress and then you
make it look great on them. And | =
they're like, 'OK, now I love the |
dress. Now I feel good.” I mean,
that's the best part for me. When
I make a homecoming girl or a
prom girl or a wedding girl feel
great about who they are on that
special day,” Deguenther said. '

Deguenther started Sew N’ Tell il
after leaving a job as a theft au- |
ditor. Twenty-five years ago, her
son had a stroke during childbirth. She de-
cided she could not travel with her job and
give her son the care he needed. Her family
moved to Tennessee to be with family. Deg-
uenther’s sister-in-law, Denise, had a sewing
business and taught her how to sew. A few
years later, Deguenther and her husband,
Bob, decided to move back home to Florida.
Deguenther worked for a local company as
a seamstress before opening Sew N’ Tell in
Winthrop. She named it Sew N’ Tell because

. her son was very excit-
-~ ed about show-and-tell
days in grade school.
She now sees ap-
proximately 4,000 cus-
tomers a year. She said
the friendships she has

ilies are a special part of
the business.

"When I started, I did
N A work for seniors going

0. o toprom. Then, those se-
l ; hiors, some of
them got mar-
ried right after
graduation. I
did their wed-
! ding dresses.
4 Now, I am do-
ing dresses for
their seniors in
high school. I
am three gen-
erations  in,”
Deguenther
said.

Her sister-
in-law lost her
shop in 2020
due to a torna-
do. She moved
to Florida and now works with Deguenther.

"So, that's the best part of the story — the
fact that we have now come full circle and
she works with me. We're back together,”
Deguenther said.

Sew N’ Tell Alterations is located at 11252
Winthrop Main St, Ste. B, in Riverview.
Store hours are 9 am.-5 p.m. from Tuesday
through Friday and 9 a.m.-12 Noon on Satur-
day. For more information, call Deguenther
at 813-681-8355.

Zack Hoening has
loved drumming his
entire life. He was part
of the Newsome High
School Marching Band
and then became a
part of the UCF March-
ing Band when he
was in college. He has
competed in numer-
ous drumming compe-
titions all across the
state as well.

T started my drum-
ming journey in middle
school through elec-
tives,” Hoening

in love with drumming
and to doing marching
band in high school and
other band activities out-
side of school.”

He knew he wanted
to keep drumming, even
when he was told to have
a backup plan.

"Drumming was the only thing T felt pas-
sionate about, and I knew I wanted to pur-
sue it as a career,” Hoening said. "I got my
bachelor's degree in music and, since I was
already in Orlando, started trying out for an
open call for drummer or percussionist at
the local theme parks.”

Hoening is currently a percussionist for a
variety of theme parks including SeaWor-
Ids’ new Halloween-themed show, Monster
Stomp. The show takes place in the misty
corners of Victorian-era London, where a
fiend known only as Jack the Ripper walks
the streets. Guests watch him take the
stage in a way they've never seen before in
this modern rock and rhythm spectacular.

WINTHROP

Small-Town Charm

Zack Hoening was part of the Newsome
High School Marching Band and then
said. became a part of the UCF Marching Band. tremely happy that
"This led me to falling He is currently a percussionist for SeaWorlds’ he
new show, Monster Stomp.

By Libby Hopkins

Guests will have
to hold onto their
seats as electri-
fying percussion,
dancing and sing-
ing combine for
a show that's as
darkly entertain-
ing as it is exhila-
rating.

"For this show,
T'll  actually be
drumming on a
coffin with knives,”
Hoening said.
Hoening is ex-

followed  his

heart and kept on

drumming, even
when the path was
uncertain. He said ev-
ery rehearsal, audition
~ and performance has
helped remind him
why he fell in love with
percussion in the first
place.

"From the moment I started drumming, I
knew this was what I was supposed to do
with my life,” he said. "Being onstage and
performing is the absolute best feeling in
the world for me.”

For Hoening, the opportunity to perform
in a high-energy show like Monster Stomp
is more than just another job; it is a chance
to share his passion with audiences and
prove that dedication can turn a childhood
interest into a career. He hopes his story
encourages others to stay committed to
what they love.

"Don't ever give up on your dreams, and
always follow your heart,” Hoening said.

ALTERATIONS

Posh Nail & Spa
Walk-in & Appointment Welcome

: | \
B n
1%
% 5
T 5

813-409-2003
6126 Winthrop Town Centre Ave
Mon-Wed 9:30-6:00 | Thurs, Fri 9:30-7:00
Sat 9:00 - 6:00 | Sunday Closed

Winthrop Barn Theatre

Come Celebrate with us!

Book your tour with
Angela
813-650-3269

A
Information

AW | Connecting your business

to our readers

JANE OWEN

Brandon Advertising

541-405-5574

jowen@ospreyobserver.com
OspreyObserver.com

W ingFirss.
Loy o [Moarteel

Come shop with us on

Saturday, October 17th!
9am.-2pm.

Discover the
Best of Italy

Indulge in authentic pasta dishes
and savory Italian entrées, prepared
with the freshest ingredients and
inspired by generations of culinary
tradition. Every bite delivers the rich
flavors of Italy.

22 228

813-986-6488
tuttotavola.com
6264 Winthrop Town Centre Ave
Riverview FL 33578

" Sew N Tell
Alterations

Contact Karen
813-681-8355
| sewntellQyahoo.com |
11252 Winthrop Main Street, Suite B




WINTHROP

Small-Town Charm

Carlos Pinedo
Realtor

BENCHMARK

Real Estate Agent

Buying or Selling Your Home? PR
GALL CARLOS PINEDO TODAY AT 813-659-5395 | THEREALTY CRouP

‘\““a". Is 5

S U e

~ ﬁ% © TENNIS SHOP

= /.. ° USRSA CERTIFIED STRINGER
¢ ©) MASTER RACQUET TECHNICIAN

g )
@ Q *APPOINTMENTS FOR STRINGING %
/I/"“\Q RACQUETS GLADLY ACCEPTED ,’

A SHOP THAT KNOWS YOUR GAME! /

PLEASE CALL
(813) S71-1010 | ALSTENNISSHOP.COM
6026 WINTHROP TOWN CENTRE AVE. RIVERVIEW, FL 33578

MONDAY-FRIDAY 9:00 AM-5:30 PM
SATURDAY 9:00 AM-NOON
SUNDAY CLOSED

ACROPOLIS)

GREEK TAVERNA

MEDITERRANEAN
RESTAURANT

ACROPOLIS GREEK TAVERNA, RIVERVIEW
6108 WINTHROP TOWN CENTRE AVE
813-654-2255
MENU: ACROPOLISTAVERNA.COM

MyndFix

STRATEGIES TO MANAGE
YOUR ANXIETY.
QUIET THE NOISE.

NANCY VAN AMAN, LCSW

813-684-5048
WWW.NANCYVANAMAN.COM
IN-PERSON AND TELEHEALTH

NEW CLIENTS WELCOME

Animal Care From
People Who Care.

Discover why our veterinary care is trusted by the local community:

& Easily book appointments online at any time.

= Open Saturday, because pets need care on weekends too.

& Proudly serving our community for over 20 years.
& Urgent pet care available — for the unexpected moments needing
immediate attention.

¢ Fast, accurate results with our in-house lab and diagnostic tools.

Y
BRANDON LAKES

ANIMAL HOSPITAL

6151 Delancy Station St., Riverview, FL 33578
813-689-2207
brandonlakesanimalhospital.com

Se habla espafiol

o 4hn WINTHROP
o 20, NATURAL
&x" MEDICINE

A Whole Systems Healthcare Clinic

WE TREAT PEOPLE, NOT DISEASE
Helislic aW{ allernalive MM(L’W
ié/f yeur w/tel@ Zafw@/

)

DR. KYE PEVEN, AP, DSOM, ND

MOLLY THELISDORT, ND, MAC

LOCATED IN WINTHROP, RIVERVIEW

WSHCARE.ORG/WINTHROP
WINTHROP@WSHCARE.ORG
CALL: 656-220-#145
TEXT: 656-218-4102
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BONNET SPRINGS ANNOUNCES FALL
AND HOLIDAY EVENT LINEUP

Bonnet Springs
Park (BSP), located at
400 Bonnet Springs
Blvd. in Lakeland, in-
vites locals and visi-
tors to celebrate the
season with three
signature events fea-

BIENVENIDO

A BSP

Staff Report

Bonnet Springs Park’s
free Hispanic Heritage
celebration  honoring
the vibrant flavors, col-
ors, rhythms and tra-
ditions of Hispanic and
Latino cultures.
Headlining the eve-

turing live entertain-
ment, cultural experi-
ences, regional cuisine
and holiday traditions.

Beginning with
the vibrant Hispanic
Heritage  celebration

Bienvenido a BSP; con-
tinuing with the park’s
premier culinary event,
Central Florida Food
Fest; and concluding
with more than two
weeks of holiday fes-
tivities during Light Up
BSP, the park’s fall and
holiday lineup offers unforgettable ways
for the community to gather, connect and
celebrate.

“We are finishing the year strong with an
incredible lineup of seasonal experiences,”
said Kirsten Hein, vice president of engage-
ment. "Whether we are honoring Hispan-
ic Heritage Month, uplifting our culinary
scene at the Central Florida Food Fest or
taking in the magic of Light Up BSP, these
annual events have become cherished tra-
ditions for families across our region. We
are thrilled to continue bringing our com-
munity together in thoughtful, intentional
ways, surrounded by the natural beauty of
the park.”

Bienvenido a BSP

Saturday, October 10 | 3-9 p.m., Allen &
Company Family Lawn

The season begins with Bienvenido a BSP,

PAR

Hillsborough County

HCFL Alert: It's Hurricane
Season. Prepare today.

bonnet
SEINQS

ning will be Los Potri-

tos, featuring renowned

percussionist and tri-
pandero creator Daniel

Diaz and percussionist
and vocalist Jafet Mur-
guia. Diaz has collaborat-
ed with artists including
Residente, Ricky Martin
and Bad Bunny, while
Murguia is known for
his longstanding musical
partnership with Diaz and
his work within the Puer-
K to Rican music scene. Also

taking the stage will be PJ
Kids, a Latin children's music family band
formed by the Latin Grammy-nominated
duo Periko & Jessi Ledn alongside their
5-year-old drummer son, Milo.

The entertainment lineup also includes
Son Curramba, Izis La Enfermera, Capulli-
tos de Aleli, Mariachi Las Aztecas and DJ
Lanz & Dimelotony.

Guests can explore an artisan market
featuring local makers and small business-
es, enjoy authentic cuisine from a diverse
collection of food vendors and participate
in hands-on cultural activities, including
sugar skull mask-making presented by Lati-
nas Profesionales in Action and hojalata tin
art.

Admission is free, and the event is open to
all ages. Details on this and all park events
are available at https://bonnetspringspark.
com/

Get Connected.
Stay Alert.

Receive notifications for:
* Severe Weather
Road Closures

Evacuation Notices

Service Interruptions
Public Health/Safety

Warnings

TAMPA BEER BURROS BRING BIG
SMILES TO SPECIAL EVENTS

Tampa Beer
Burro began
with a simple
mission, to bring
joy and one-of-
a-kind  experi-
ences to spe-
cial  occasions
through its
charming  mini
burros, along
with its beloved
mini cow, Tinker =%
Belle, and pony, |
Dolly Parton.

"Our animals,
like Snoop Donk [
and Martha §
Stewart, are |
more than just '
a fun addition gas
to events; they
create meaning-
ful, lasting mem-
ories for guests
of all ages,” said owner Melissa Karnows-
ki. "Beyond celebrations, we are proud to
support our nonprofit, Mini Friends Farm,
where we provide opportunities for chil-
dren and adults with disabilities to con-
nect with animals in a safe, welcoming
environment. Every booking helps us con-
tinue this meaningful, important work.”

Tampa Beer Burros came to fruition by
one phone call saying that a bride's mom
would love a beer burro at their wedding
at a local barn venue in Plant City.

“She was so animated and seemed to
love mini donkeys as much as I do, and I
can't say no to someone who needs don-
keys in their special moment in time. I
told her T would figure it out and make
that happen for her,” Karnowski said.

Karnowski's journey into the world of
mini animals was a learning process, but
when her son, Brandon, showcased his pig
at the state fair, it was transformative.

“The pride he exuded while presenting
his pig was a beacon, overshadowing his
ASD diagnosis and highlighting his unique
talents,” Karnowski said. “"Our farm is
now home to a variety of rescued animals,
each loved and cared for by the entire
family. Our sons Tom and Jackson adore

By Libby Hopkins
the alpacas;
Brandon's fa-
vorite is the
pony, Dolly
Parton; Dylan
has a special
bond with the
barn  cats.”
Karnowski
herself, of
course, has a
deep love for
her mini don-
~ keys.

~ A beer bur-
ro brings a
unique  and
unforgetta-
ble touch to
your  event,
offering a
fun and in-

Tampa Beer Burros brings a unique and unforgettable ex- teractive ex-
perience to your weddings, parties and special occasions perience
with its charming, party-loving mini burros.

for
guests.

"These adorable donkeys are natural
conversation starters, adding charm and
excitement to any celebration,” Karnows-
ki said. "We can't decide if kids or adults
love them more.”

Karnowski doesn't like to ask for help
or money, but hay, feed, care and getting
everything ready for their special friends
to visit on field trips takes time and mon-
ey.
"When God put this beer burro idea on
my plate, T ran with it because I didn't
have to ask for money; I got to celebrate
with people on their special days, wheth-
er it was a wedding, birthday or a special
occasion with Snoop Donk and Martha
Stewart, and they make me smile every
single day,” Karnowski said. “I would
take them everywhere with me if I could.
Their personalities are huge. When they
get booked, we will customize their looks
to what the client would like to see. The
donkeys can carry in their special baskets
drinks, water or party favors.”

To book, visit its website at https://
tampabeerburro.com/ or call 813-494-
8916. Karnowski is currently booking into
2028, and beer burro packages start at
$700.

2Chr29:3

GARAGE DOOR Co.

DOORS *OPENERS +SPRINGS

(813) 684-7744

Garage Door Service, Repair & Installation

* Residential Garage Doors
» Garage Door Openers

steve@mastergaragedoor.com * Broken Springs Estimates
mastergaragedoor.com * Cables onNew
28 o th . *Rollers Garage Door
ears servin e communi
v H v ¢ Doors off Track Installs

with only the highest quality
parts and service.

Celehrating 28 Years of Serving Our Community

ANY FLAVOR
SNACK SIZE

955 E Brandon Blvd - 813-278-8500 ¢ betterblend.com
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THE VOICE FINALIST KENZIE WHEELER
HEADLINES CONCERT IN VERO BEACH

Becoming a fi-
nalist in Season 20
of NBC's The loice
in 2021 put Kenzie
Wheeler on the map
as an up-and-com-
ing American coun-
try music singer/
songwriter. Wheeler
calls Dover his home,
but he is now most
well-known for his
country music roots,
heartfelt perfor-
mances and stage presence. He will be trav-
eling across the state to visit Dignity Ranch,
the new 30-acre property located at 801
154th Ave. in Vero Beach, to perform in an
acoustic concert during a special event pre-
sented by The Source on Saturday, Novem-
ber 7.0n that date, The Source plans to open
the Dignity Ranch gates for the first time
to the community to attend 'Hidden Faces,
From Homeless to Home,' from 4-8 p.m.

The day begins with a tour of Dignity
Ranch and a sampling of award-winning
food from 4:00-5:15 p.m. and ends with a
moving program from 6:30-8 p.m. under a
giant tent. However, in between those hours,
there will be activities happening through-
out the campus for children and adults and
professionally produced videos that will en-
lighten and educate all the visitors on what
The Source is doing to eradicate homeless-
ness in Indian River County, along with more
unexpected experiences. The concert will be
held from 5:15-6:15 p.m., just prior to the
program, when Wheeler will play favorites
from his album and singles as well as per-
form his newest single, "B.0.AT," released in
July, and a soon-to-be released single that
will be heard for the first time in public right
in Vero Beach. He will also be on hand before
the concert begins with his merchandise for

& -mm-wmm
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Staff Report

SN purchase and
autographs
to sign.

Prior to his
second-place
finish on
The  Voice,
8 Wheeler had
already built
an  impres-
sive resume,
opening for
country leg-
ends and ris-
ing stars, such as Charlie Danlels Michael
Ray and Craig Campbell.

Since The Voice, Wheeler has continued
to reach new heights, including opening for
Luke Bryan — an experience he considers
one of the highlights of his career. He recent-
ly signed with Ruffnation/WAX Records and
is actively writing and recording new music
while continuing to bring his high-energy
country show to venues, festivals and pri-
vate events across the country.

Wheeler's performance history includes
appearances at renowned venues, such as
Ole Red, House of Blues, The Hard Rock and
The Dallas Bull, along with headlining the
Florida Strawberry Festival. With a grow-
ing catalog of original music, a powerful live
presence and a proven track record of con-
necting with audiences,

Tickets are $25 per person (children are
free). For tickets and to find the directions
to Dignity Ranch and ongoing updates with
exciting event details, visit www.iamthe-
source.org/hiddenfaces. Contact Jonathan
Orozco at 772-564-0202 or by emailing him
at jonathan.orozco@iamthesource.org. For
more information, contact Beverly Paris of
Paris Productions for The Source at paris-
productionsvero@gmail.com or 772-563-
8395.

SanTiaco EL ABoGADO
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813-641-0010
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AUTO ACCIDENT/PERSONAL INJURY
WRONGFUL DEATH

WILLS & TRUSTS

PROBATE SERVICES

BUSINESS INCORPORATION

CIVIL LITIGATION

REAL ESTATE & TITLE

ACCIDENTES DE AUTO
MUERTE POR NEGLIGENCIA
TESTAMENTOS Y PODERES
GESTION SUCESORIA
CONSTITUCION DE EMPRESAS
LITIGIO CIVIL

BIENES RAICES Y TITULOS

306 N U.S. HWY 41, RUSKIN, FL 33570

Get in touch at Preservmg BrandonOgmall com

1890: BRANDON GOT ITS FIRST POST OFFICE

Close your eyes for
a moment and imag-
ine Brandon on Sep-
tember 15, 1890.

There is no Brandon
Boulevard. No traffic.
No shopping centers.
No rows of houses
stretching for miles.

Instead, there are
pine trees swaying
in the Florida breeze,
dirt roads winding
through the country-
side, citrus groves
beginning to flourish
and the sounds of wagons, farm animals
and the occasional train breaking the
quiet.

Brandon was a much different place
then, a small community of roughly 450
people, many of whom were farmers and
pioneers building lives from the land.

And on this particular September
day, something happened that may have
seemed small at the time but was actu-
ally a significant moment in the story of
our community.

Brandon received
States Post Office.

It was located in the home of Victoria
Brandon, widow of pioneer John Bran-
don, whose name would ultimately be-
come synonymous with the community
we know today. Victoria served as the
first postmaster.

Imagine what that little post office
must have meant.

A letter from a loved one could car-
ry news from miles away. A newspaper

its first United

could bring word
of a changing
world. Neighbors
could gather, ex-
change stories and
perhaps linger for
a moment before
returning to their
farms and families.

The railroad had
begun connecting
this young commu-
nity with the out-
side world, and the
area around what
is now Victoria
Street and Moon Avenue was becoming
the heart of Brandon. Nearby were the
railroad depot, Galvin's General Store
and a citrus packing house.

There was no way those early resi-
dents could have known what Brandon
would become.

They could not have imagined six-lane
roads, towering buildings, shopping cen-
ters or hundreds of thousands of neigh-
bors.

But they were laying the foundation
for all of it.

So each September 15, perhaps we
should pause and remember that Bran-
don's story didn't begin with the bustling
community we see today.

It began quietly, with pioneers, dirt
roads, citrus trees, a railroad, a deter-
mined woman named Victoria Brandon
and a small post office that connected a
young community to the world.

That is the history worth preserving!
If you would like to get involved.

FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION

WWW.RJSLAWGROUP.COM
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NEW PLAYGROUND BRINGS
INCLUSIVE FUN TO MEDARD PARK
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HOPE FOR HER OFFERS FREE HEALTH
AND WELLNESS CLASSES TO

Families visiting Edward Medard Con-
servation Park in Plant City now have a
new reason to play, climb and explore.

The new playground at the popular
Hillsborough County conservation park
is officially open, offering children of all
abilities a colorful and accessible place
to enjoy the outdoors. The playground is
part of a larger $900,000 park improve-
ment project designed to enhance recre-
ation opportunities while complementing
the park’s natural setting.

Located at 6140 Turkey Creek Rd.
in Plant City, the playground features
soft, synthetic turf; a rope-safe merry-
go-round; and multilevel, ADA-inclusive
climbing structures and slides. The de-
sign gives children opportunities to climb,
move and play while providing accessible
features for a wider range of ages and
abilities.

The improvements are part of Hillsbor-
ough County’s ongoing investment in Ed-
ward Medard Conservation Park, which
surrounds a 700-acre reservoir and is
one of the county’s premier destinations
for outdoor recreation.

Additional improvements include ren-

FAMILY MEALS

(Serves 4 to 6-Take Out Only)

A musical

walkway featur-
ing a variety of
= outdoor instru-
ments along a
concrete  path
is also expected
to be completed
& later this year,
% adding another
interactive ele-
ment for fami-
lies visiting the park.

The playground provides a new activity
for families enjoying the park’s many exist-
ing attractions. Edward Medard features
more than 3 miles of trails, a boardwalk
and an observation tower overlooking the
reservoir, fishing, kayaking and canoeing
opportunities, an 18-hole disc golf course
and two sand volleyball courts.

Children can also explore Sacred Hills,
a nature play area designed to encourage
climbing and outdoor discovery.

The park’s natural surroundings provide
plenty of opportunities to spot Florida
wildlife, including birds, turtles, alligators
and deer. Canoes and kayaks are available
for rent, and the campground offers RV
and tent camping for those wanting to ex-
tend their visit.

Edward Medard Conservation Park is
open daily from 8 a.m.-7 p.m. Admission is
$2 per vehicle.

With the new playground now open and
additional improvements on the way, fam-
ilies can enjoy even more ways to make
Edward Medard a destination for outdoor
adventure.

All meals include: Yellow or white rice, black beans, onions,
salad & dressing, bread and a 2 liter soda

YOUR CHOIGE OF PROTEIN:
Picadillo (2 Ibs)

Ropa Vieja (2 Ibs)

Lechon Asado (2 Ihs)

Bistec Milanesa (4)

Breaded Palomilla Steak (4)
Pescado a la Rusa Fillet (4)

Baked Chicken (4 leg quarters)

(813)685-0502 | 702 W. Lumsden Rd. Brandon | www.laseptimacafe.com
Mon - Sat 11 am - 8 pm Closed Sunday
30 Years in Brandon!

gaterjEats mm:. GRUBHUB DOORDASH. .

iezliUber

Professional Concrete
Installation

periencing  crisis s
and trauma find
the strength, skills jme
and support they
need to rebuild E
their best lives. |

As a Brandon
nonprofit founded
by women who've
endured  serious
life challenges, Hope for Her knows first-
hand that healing happens from within. This
is why it works one-on-one with women
to help restore their confidence and self-
worth, remove barriers to safety and sur-
vival and rebuild critical life skills to thrive.

Hope for Her recently started offering
free health and wellness classes on Mon-
day nights at its facility. These classes are
designed to encourage, equip and inspire
women as they grow in their faith, rela-
tionships, health, life skills, and personal
well-being.

"Hope for Her uses a holistic family sup-
port model built around five key areas of
wellness: spiritual health, emotional and
mental health, physical and nutritional
health, relational and environmental health
and financial health,” said Cheryl Hickman,
director of Hope for Her. "Every woman who
comes to Hope for Her works alongside a
member of our team to develop a personal-
ized plan based on her unique circumstanc-
es and goals. The plan identifies immediate
needs and goals for today, short-term goals
for the next three months and long-term
goals that reflect her vision for the future.
Each goal connects to one or more of our
five areas of wellness. Qur Healthy Habits

SERHIeTRT WOMEN IN THE COMMUNITY
| ovated  bath- By Libby Hopkins
| vooms  and  a Hope for Her classes are de-
! new  volleyball is a safe place : 5|gnedtocon_1-
! court. where women ex- W plement  this

| individualized
8 support.”
Each class
is rooted in
one or more of
the five areas
and provides

practical ed-
ucation, en-
couragement,

resources and tools women can use to grow
and make healthy changes in their everyday
lives.

"Our goal is not simply to teach a class
but to equip women with skills they can
carry with them long after the class ends,”
Hickman said. "Our classes are free and
open to all women in our community. We
want Hope for Her to be a welcoming place
where women can come to learn, connect,
be encouraged and grow.”

The classes have created opportunities
for personal growth, practical learning and
meaningful connection.

"Women are gaining tools they can apply
to different areas of their lives while discov-
ering that they don't have to grow alone,”
Hickman said. "One of the most encouraging
outcomes has been the sense of communi-
ty that develops among the women. They
come eager to learn, share experiences,
encourage one another and become better
versions of themselves. There is something
powerful about women creating a safe and
supportive environment where everyone
has permission to learn and grow.”

Visit www.hopeforherfl.org or call 813-
309-3357. Hope for Her is located at 140
Yarbrough Rd. in Brandon.

Daley & Associates

PrimeMed of Tampa Bay

p
Skin Health & Wellness
Energy Rejuvenation
Hair Loss Solutions
Sexual Health & Wellness

Andrew Daley, MD
Internal Medicine

813-530-0903
631 W. Lumsden Rd, Brandon, FL 33511

Careglp.carevalidate.com/Partner/daley-life-wellness
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THESTONY/BARONI TEAM IN\II"I'ES vou

THURSDAY

10/29 4
6PM TO 8PM KE’,LER WILLIAMS REA\.“

2350 E STATE ROAD 60 VALRICO, FL 33594

9508 PYRENEES PL 10313 TARRAGON DR 2206 PRESERVATION DR

SEFFNER, FL 33584 RIVERVIEW, FL 33569 PLANT CITY, FL 33566

$1,035,000 $534,000 $269,900

12522 BURGESS HILL DR 12944 UTOPIA GARDENS WAY 1221 CADENCE CT
RIVERVIEW, FL 33579 RIVERVIEW, FL 33579 BRANDON, FL 33511
$365,000 $249,000 $760,000

808 OLD WELCOME RD 507 NTHOMAS ST 1129 EMERALD HILL WAY

LITHIA, FL 33547 PLANT CITY, FL 33563 VALRICO, FL 33594
$1,422,500 $283,000 $365,000

THINKING ABOUT SELLING?

Don’t Be Scared... We're Here to Help!

he Promise means that we will deliver the best service you could ever I

. — \\‘ “\“/" | | ‘ ‘l.“,l‘ v 1€ \
imagine receiving. That everyone on our team will be focused and care Tony Baroni Team K [LLER WILLY, |

about your needs as if you were our only client. That we will anticipate 3.500+ Homes SOLD I 3.000+ 5 Star Reviews
challenges and get ahead of it so we can stop any surprises. The Tony ~ ° : ’

Baroni Team is focused on making this a experience that (866) 695 - 9747

exceeds all your expectations. s .
TonyBaroni.com | @tonybaroniteam

P 2.-




Page 14

Brandon/Winthrop Edition

Volume 21, Issue 9

Runway For A
Reason,
Menopause The
‘Musical & More......

Compiled by Jenny Bennett
Jjbennett@ospreyobserver.com

Runway For a Reason

Women of Hope at New Hope Church
will host Runway for a Reason, a fash-
ion show and luncheon benefiting ECHO,
on Saturday, October 10, at 11:30 a.m.
The event will take place in the New
Hope Church Social Hall, located at 121
N. Knights Ave. in Brandon. The after-
noon will bring together fashion, fellow-
ship and giving back while supporting
ECHO's mission to provide emergency
food, clothing and life-stabilizing re-
sources to neighbors in need.

Guests will enjoy a luncheon and a
fashion show featuring stylish looks
from ECHO Thrift, showcasing cloth-
ing and accessories for all seasons. The
event will also feature an ECHO Thrift
Pop-Up Mini Store, giving guests an
opportunity to shop while supporting
ECHO.

Guests are asked to RSVP by Monday,
October 5. Registration is available on-
line at https://findnewhope.cchchurch.
com/goto/forms/704/responses/new.

Human Trafficking Town Hall
The Hillshorough County Commission
on Human Trafficking is presenting a
town hall on Human Trafficking on Tues-
day, September 22, from 5-7 p.m. at
the Children's Board, located at 1002
E. Palm Ave. in Tampa. Hear from survi-
vor leaders, law enforcement, prosecu-
tors and community partners and learn
about how trafficking happens, the tac-

l.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.IE!I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I

gIXTH ANNUAL

PRESENTED BY: SPONSORED BY:

i ] e W [
i b

& Beacon FFuucar

tics used, warning signs, resources and
how you can take action. Together, we
can expose the truth and protect our
community. Register today at www.
eventbrite.com/e/1999398420498.

Menopause The Musical Com-

ing To Lakeland

GFour Productions, winner of 68 Dra-
ma Desk and 54 Tony Awards, is proud-
ly bringing the international hit show
Menopause The Musical to Lakeland and
will play the RP Funding Center for one
performance on January 17, 2027. Meno-
pause The Musical is a groundbreaking
celebration of women who are on the
brink of, in the middle of or have survived
‘The Change.’ Set in a department store,
four women meet while shopping for a
black lace bra at a lingerie sale. After
noticing similarities among one another,
the ladies joke about their woeful hot
flashes, mood swings, wrinkles, weight

HOME SERVICE HEROES
ELECTRIC -

k) VETERAN OWNED

) 24/7 SAME DAY SERVICE

3 ®

8 ¢ &L
%, %, > 5

LICENSED AND INSURED

FINANCING OPTIONS

AIR - PLUMBING

» @
Q\ere’“ Iatr\ ®*° ‘OQ

Qaay wiTv®

CALLNOW

(813)653-4221

gain and  much
more. These women
form a sisterhood
and a unique bond
with the entire au-
dience as they re-
joice in celebrating
that menopause is
no longer ‘The Silent
Passage.’ It's the Hi-
larious Celebration
of Women and The
Change! Tickets are
currently on sale at
https://rpfundingcenter.com/ or
by calling 863-834-8111. Groups
of 10 or more can receive dis-
counts by calling 954-735-2000,
ext. 2.

Democratic Women’s

Club Meeting

The Democratic Woman's Club
of Southeast Hillsborough Coun-
ty will meet at the Jim Johnson
Community Center Room A & B in the
Riverview Public Library, located at 9951
Balm
River-
view
Rd. in
River-
view, on
Thurs-
day,
October 1, at 6:30 p.m. The club wel-
comes Ashley Hermann, a candidate
for FL House District 69, and Pamela
Castellana, an expert on increasing po-
litical engagement. If you would like to
know more about the club, come join the
meeting. For more information, please
email sedwcinfo@gmail.com or call
813-503-8639.

Impact Teen Huddles
The Impact Program is now offering

Teen Huddles, a
faith-based small
group  ‘huddle’
intended to help
students un-
derstand  God's
word, ask honest
questions and
learn how to ap-
ply biblical truths
to real-life situa-
tions.  Students
in sixth through
12th grade meet
on the second and fourth Mondays of
each month from 6:30-7:45 p.m. at 3115
Lithia Pinecrest Rd. in Valrico.

ECHO Named Gold Winner For

Non-Profit Organization

ECHO (Emergency Care Help Organi-
zation) is proud to announce that it has
been named a Gold Winner for Non-Prof-
it Organization in the 2026 Tampa Bay
Times Best of the Best awards.

This recognition celebrates organiza-
tions throughout the Tampa Bay area
that stand out
for their service,
impact and com-
mitment to the
communities they
serve. Being se-
lected as a Gold
Winner is a tre-
mendous honor for ECHO and reflects
the dedication of its staff, volunteers,
donors and community partners.

"This recognition is a reflection of
our entire ECHO family,” said Iris S.
Thurman, CEO of ECHO. "Our staff, vol-
unteers, donors and community part-
ners make it possible for us to continue
showing up for our neighbors. We are
incredibly grateful to everyone who sup-
ports our mission and helped make this
recognition possible.”

v [=];
‘“easterseals £
* , School for Limitless Learning E

SPECIALIZED SUMMER
EDUCATION PROGRAM

Sessions:
June 15 - July 24
Half-Day: 8:30-11:30 am
Full-Day: 8:30 am-3:30 pm

Registration fee: $100.00
Half-Day Session: $200/wk
Full-Day Session: $350/wk

2460 Bloomingdale Ave., Suite 170,
Valrico, FL 33596

For Neurodiverse Learners
& Other Related Disabilities

Join us for an inclusive summer program
designed for neurodiverse learners in
kindergarten to 2nd grade! Packed with
hands-on, interactive STEAM activities,
it’s a supportive space where every
child can explore, grow, and thrive.

(1) 813-236-5589

LimitlessLearning@esfl.org

GET SMOOTHER & BRIGHTER SKIN

CARBO

LASER FACIAL

¢ Reduces Enlarge Pores
¢ Reduces Oil

* Reduces Inflamation
¢ Kills Active Bacteria
* Improves Texture
¢ Evens Skin Tone

9 330 S FALKENBURG RD. TAMPA, FL 33619 D’ 813-344-5511
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LOCAL MOM, MATH TEACHER AND
SOCIAL MEDIA INFLUENCER

N

Wearing many
hats comes eas-
ily to Brandon
resident Rebecca
McDonagh. She is
a mom with two
teenagers and a
rescue dog, Foxy. §
She has been
teaching for 18 !
years with Hills- |
borough County
Schools and loves | §
to travel, but it's
what she does in |
her off time that
has made her a
social media in-
fluencer. On Ins-
tagram, she is @
mathwithmiss-
mcd, and her reels
are hysterical.

T actually started making content hop-
ing to create a little side hustle; you may
have heard teachers aren't exactly the
highest-paid profession,” McDonagh said.
"It sort of slowly evolved into making silly
videos instead of a serious business, which is
great because this is way more fun.”

The inspiration for her reels and videos
comes from her real life.

“"Luckily, real life gives me all the inspi-
ration I need,” she said. "My own interac-
tions with my students, my kids and other
people’s stories give me plenty of material.
My Teacher Hotline videos are what initially
took off, and people still send me names to
use all the time. I love how there's a part of
S0 many people’s experiences in my videos.”

Making her videos and reel is cathartic to
McDonagh.

"Tt's honestly just really fun and kind of
takes the edge off what can sometimes be a

By Libby Hopkins
stressful profes-
sion,” she said.
! "I love hearing
\ from my fellow
. teachers and
moms  about
how something
made them
laugh or eased
the chaos of the
day,”

Being called
a social me-
@ | dia influencer
is  something
that McDonagh
takes in stride.
mmyu:l:nn;l “I. have _a

feeling that is
a huge over-

your kid’s teacher is
2 4 wllllldz

Rebecca McDonagh isa local mom, teacher and social media gt a3t emen t,"
influencer. Her funny reels and videos she posts on her Insta-
gram account, @mathwithmissmed are inspired by her life.

McDonagh said
with a laugh.
"I'm not really an influencer (unless it's influ-
encing people to drink Diet Coke, and then
I absolutely am) or a celebrity, but it is the
best when people come up and introduce
themselves and say they like something
on my channel. I've met people in different
states and even different countries who've
seen one of the videos, and it's a blast chat-
ting and hearing about their own experienc-
es.”

McDonagh loves her followers and loves
how the community supports her as both a
teacher and a social media personality.

"I'm so proud of how our community ral-
lies around teachers,” she said. "I've always
felt so supported here working in our local
schools and I'm proud to call this home. I
recently published two math workbooks for
fourth and fifth graders called Math to the
Music, and it's been amazing hearing such
great feedback from everyone.”

‘@ Serenity Meadows

Memorial Park | Funeral Home | Crematory

OUR WELCOMING FUNERAL HOME.

Full Traditional & Contemporary Funerals
Cremations | Receptions | Celebrations of Life

Kind &Caring Staff.
Years of Experience.

’ DIGNITY, COMPASSION, & A BEAUTIFUL LEGACY.

PLAN AHEAD WITH CONFIDENCE.

Prearrangements & Easy Financing Options available.
Call 813 677 9494 fora personal consultatton

TIME FOR ANOTHER

SUPER FAS I

W ~HEHANCGE

Lowest Pricing on
TIRES, MAINTENANCE & AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS J |
10524 CR 672 | 813-499-0884 1 NOW OPEN!

11690 Boyette Rd, Riverview |1 813-499-9606
M-F: 8am - 6pm, Sat: 8am - 5pm, Sun: Closed | 2 'eldatRivenview FL-Boyete & CR 672 ocatons.

_—_—_—_—_—_—1
£1295%
—_— o
|Vahd for conventional and full fynthetlc oil changes. |

$40 OFF &=

| Any Air Condition Repair

Not to be combined with any other offer.
Only valid at Riverview FL - Boyette & CR 672 locations.

EX| 10/31/2026'
—_—

i Exp:10/31/2026|
A

Not to be combined with any other offer.
Only valid at Riverview FL - Boyette & CR 672 locations.

LEG SWELLING AND WEAKNESS:
WHEN TO SEE A SPECIALIST

Your legs work
hard every day, |
carrying you |
through work, er- |
rands and the ac- j&
tivities you cherish
with friends and
family. So, when
swelling, fatigue
or weakness start
slowing you down,
it's worth paying #
attention.

These common symptoms
can develop for different rea-
sons, ranging from poor cir-
culation and inflammation to
pregnancy and tight clothing.

"But they can also be linked
to more serious conditions,
such as heart or kidney dis-
ease,” said Paul Armstrong,
DO, a vascular surgeon with
AdventHealth Pepin Heart
Institute. “Your symptoms
might be a warning sign. And
a vascular specialist can help
rule out any complications or
related conditions.”

You should seek medical care if you have
a history of heart or vascular disease, have
had recent leg trauma or surgery or ex-
perience: changes in the color, texture or
appearance of your skin, ongoing or wors-
ening pain in your legs or feet, swelling in
one or both legs that doesn't go away or
get better or trouble walking or standing.

Testing typically involves: a simple heart
exam to check for any degree of heart fail-
ure, lab tests to evaluate kidney function
and how the body manages fluids and vas-
cular tests to see if the veins are working
properly.

Your care plan usually begins with

Paul Armstrong DO, a vascular
surgeon with AdventHealth Pepin
Heart Institute.

Staff Report

making lifestyle
changes,  such
as losing weight,
increasing phys-
ical activity or
8 lowering sodium
| intake. Then, de-
pending on your
diagnosis, treat-
ment often in-
' cludes compres-
sion  stockings,
medications to
treat inflammation or re-
lated medical conditions
and other traditional
therapies and procedures,
such as lymphedema
therapy.

“But  when lifestyle
changes and conserva-
tive treatments aren't
enough, you can rest eas-
ier knowing we also offer
leading-edge procedures
here,” said Dr. Armstrong.
"Ablation, for example, is
a minimally invasive tech-
nique that closes unhealthy veins and re-
directs blood flow through healthier ones.
And it isn't available everywhere.”

Fortunately, symptoms often signifi-
cantly improve with the right treatment
and ongoing care — and getting medical
help early can help you avoid complica-
tions and feel more comfortable day-to-
day.

"No matter your needs, we're ready to
evaluate your symptoms, identify what's
contributing to them and create a person-
alized treatment plan to help you feel your
best.”

To find a vascular expert near you, visit
www.floridavascularexperts.com.

How we work together:
Helping you reach your financial goals

My team and | will take the time to truly get to know you, since how we turn your vision into a reality is
very unique to you. I'll work with you to create a personalized financial strategy that includes advice,
tools and resources to help you achieve your financial goals.

I’'lldo this in three important steps:
1. Understanding what’s important to you
Your strategy should be personalized. So, before
| make a recommendation, we’ll work closely
together to understand what is most important to
you, including your goals, comfort with risk and
how you'd prefer to work together.

2. Using an established process to build
your personalized financial strategies
| use an established 5-step Process, incorporating
what’s important to you, to develop a personalized
strategy using our advice, guidance and advanced
tools. Our 5-step Process helps me fully understand
whatis mostimportant to you and then create a
personalized and actionable financial strategy.

3. Partnering together over time to help
keep you on track
Markets, interest rates and life’s priorities may
change, but our relationship and my commitment
to helping you achieve your goals won'’t. I'll make
sure I’'m with you every step of the way by:

« Providing regular reviews and updates

I believe that when it comes to your financial
strategy, you deserve a personal relationship and
professional advice. My goal is to help you achieve
your goals. That means focusing on the future you
see for yourself, building strategies just for you and
helping you stay on track by partnering together
over the long term.

It takes a team

When we develop your financial strategy, you're
backed by all of Edward Jones. Along with my
team, you have the expertise of our Investment
Policy Committee, our product review team and
research analysts behind you all the way.

These teams provide the guidance and
resources to help me:

« Develop a financial strategy for your goals

+ Build your personalized investment portfolio

+ Identify and address potential risks
and opportunities

Adam M benAbram
Financial Advisor

10312 W Bloomingdale Ave
Suite 105

Riverview, FL 33578
813-626-3052

Donna Gaffin
Sr. Administrative Assistant

www.edwardjones.com/adam-benabram

MKT-10674I-A-E-FL EXP 30 NOV 2027 © 2026 EDWARD D. JONES & CO., L.P. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. AECSPAD 29237640
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ECHO HOSTS NEW GOOD MORNING GALA,
FORMERLY EMPOWER BREAKFAST

Brandon/Winthrop Edition Volume 21, Issue 9

BRANDON TEEN EARNS AMERICAN
HERITAGE GIRLS' HIGHEST HONOR

Staff Report By Marie Gilmore
ECHO is invit- The event will A Brandon teenager is Nimmo assists by
ing community bring  togeth- being recognized for her | sorting  donations,
members, busi- er individuals, leadership, community organizing  items
ness leaders, businessescommu- service and commitment and helping make
supporters and nity leaders and to helping others after o the center inviting
neighbors to ECHO support- earning the highest honor = B for the women who
join its annual ers for a morn- available to girl members come through its
Good  Morning ing  centered of American Heritage Girls \ 4 doors.
Gala Fundrais- g on generosity, (AHG). She credits

ing Breakfast on
Wednesday, Oc-
tober 14, at The
Regent, located at 6437 Watson Rd. in Riv-
erview. Formerly known as the ECHO Em-
power Breakfast, this signature fundraising
event brings the community together to
raise critical funds supporting ECHO's mis-
sion of ending hunger and providing life-sta-
bilizing resources to neighbors in need.

The Good Morning Gala is an opportuni-
ty to enjoy breakfast while learning about
the people and programs made possible
through ECHO's work and the generosity of
its supporters. Every penny raised through
the event will directly support ECHO's vital
life-stabilizing programs, helping provide
emergency food, clothing, resource naviga-
tion, employment opportunities and other
resources that help neighbors move toward
greater stability.

Navigating Change. Support. Looking
Forward.

This year's Good Morning Gala centers
around one message: "Navigating change.
Continuing support. Looking forward.”

As ECHO continues to grow and adapt
to meet the needs of the community, the
organization remains committed to pro-
viding critical support to neighbors facing
hunger and hardship. The Good Morning
Gala offers an opportunity to reflect on
the impact of ECHO's work, recognize the
support of the community and look ahead
to the future.

connection and
impact. Guests

: will hear inspir-
ing stories from neighbors who have bene-
fited from ECHO's programs and learn more
about the organization's impact and vision
for the future.

The event will feature: a delicious break-
fast in a welcoming setting, inspiring sto-
ries from neighbors who have benefited
from ECHO's programs, engaging speakers
and updates on ECHO's impact, information
about ECHO's programs and future goals,
opportunities to connect with community
members, business leaders and support-
ers and ways to become more involved in
ECHO's mission.

Businesses and organizations are invited
to support the Good Morning Gala through
event sponsorship. Sponsorships help pro-
vide critical funding for ECHO's programs
while offering businesses an opportunity to
demonstrate their commitment to the local
community.

Sponsorship levels include Empower-
ing Sponsor, Leading Sponsor, Sustaining
Sponsor, Nourishing Sponsor, Encourag-
ing Sponsor and Friend of ECHO Sponsor.
Sponsors receive recognition through event
marketing, social media promotion, and on-
site visibility among community leaders,
supporters and local businesses.

For sponsorship opportunities, to learn
more and to RSVP and save your seat, visit
www.echofl.org.

Lilly Belle Nimmo, 17, "
has earned the prestigious ﬁ |
Stars & Stripes Award,
joining the American Heri-
tage Girls Class of 2026 to
receive the organization's
highest recognition.

To earn the award, Nimmo completed
a rigorous series of requirements. In ad-
dition to living out the American Heritage
Girls Creed and Oath, she earned the Ab-
igail Adams Level Award and 13 required
Stars & Stripes Award Badges. She also
held a troop leadership position for at
least six months, wrote a Spiritual Walk
Essay and AHG resume, received at least
three letters of reference and passed a
board of review.

A major component of the award was
planning, developing and leading a service
project requiring more than 100 hours of
service.

Nimmo chose to support Hope for Her, a
Brandon-based organization that provides
a safe and welcoming place for women in
need. For her project, she helped create
a tranquil and beautiful environment de-
signed to make visitors feel comfortable
and supported.

| American Heritage
Girls with helping
) her grow as both a
| leader and commu-
nity volunteer.

“American  Her-
itage Girls helped
me become a well-rounded leader and
gave me lots of experience in community
service,” she said.

Nimmo has also served as a troop host-
ess and event planner and has earned sev-
eral leadership accolades, including Incu-
bator of the Year in 2024 and 2025 and
Winter Debate Champion in 2026. She is
also a member of the National Society of
High School Scholars and serves as secre-
tary for the Hillsborough College Phi Theta
Kappa Honor Society.

A member of Covenant Grace Baptist
Church and American Heritage Girls Troop
FL2323, Nimmo is active in the FISH ho-
meschooling co-op and its Performing Arts
Club. She also participates in competitive
speech and debate and is locally employed.

A high school senior, Nimmo is dual en-
rolled at Hillshorough College and is pursu-
ing a degree in political science.

Nimmo will be honored during a court of

|'r

TRUST LOCAL

Built By Our Family. Made For Yours.

Call today to schedule your complimentary
consultation on a new custom swimming pool,
backyard renovation, or weekly maintenance!

,.;-_\
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Call Your Local Pool Experts!

Proudly Serving All Of
Hillsborough County!

olio

OOLSnet

TRANSFORM YOUR POOI.!

We Specialize In New Pool Construction, &~ ¥
Remodeling, Resurfacing & Refinishing :
Existing Pools!

APOLLOPOOLS.NET 813-689-5197
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VILLAGE PLAYERS BRINGS
ADDAMS FAMILY TO THE STAGE

They're  creepy,
they're kooky and
this October they're
moving into  the
James McCabe The-
ater.

The Village Play-
ers will present The
Addams Family, the
delightfully dark mu-
sical comedy based
on the famously ma-
cabre Addams clan,
beginning on Friday,
October 2, in Valrico.

In this musical
twist on the be-
loved  characters,
Wednesday Addams
has grown up and

Staff Report

Village Players
performers and
newcomers.

Performanc-
es will be held
at the historic
James McCabe
Theater, located
at 506 5th St. in
Valrico.

Evening per-
formances are
at 8 p.m. on Fri-
day and Satur-
day, October 2-3,
9-10 and 16-17.

Matinee per-
formances are
at 3 p.m. on Sun-
day, October 4,

THE TRAVEL INSURANCE CHICK™
GUIDES TRAVELERS WITH CONFIDENCE

By Kelly Wise Valdes

The Travel Insurance
Chick™ was born from
a gap Michelle Mosher
saw repeatedly in the
travel marketplace:
travelers investing
heavily in unforgetta-
ble experiences while
treating protection as
an afterthought.

"My husband and I
are avid travelers, and
I saw how often travel
insurance was treated
as an afterthought,”
said Mosher, president
of The Travel Insurance ¥
Chick™. “People spend
thousands of dollars

tions may pro-
vide coverage,
but the question
is whether it's
the right cov-
erage for your
trip. She also
notes frequent
confusion around
credit card cov-
erage and cruise

line policies.
| "Id much
rather  explain

those differences
before someone
travels than have

. W1 when something

11 and 18.
The  Village

fallen in love with

Gabriella Reece will be Wednesday Addams in the
a young man from

Village Players production The Addams Family.

and months planning a Mzchelle Mosher, founder of The Tmuel[mumnce has al"eady gone
trip, then either skip the Chick’, offers clear, honest guidance to help travel- wrong."
insurance or click a box ers protect their journeys. Staying in-

a painfully normal
family. There is just
one problem:
parents don't know.
When  Wednesday
convinces Gomez to
keep the relationship
a secret from Mor-
ticia, one very un-
comfortable dinner
brings the Addams
and Beineke families
together under the
same roof. Secrets
come out, relation-
ships unravel, ances-
tors refuse to stay
dead and ‘normal’
quickly becomes a
matter of opinion.

The Village Play- 4

ers production is di-
rected by Lois Green
and features Man-
ny Velez as Gomez
Addams, Chelsea
Scourtes as Morticia
Addams, Gabriella
Reece as Wednes-
day Addams, Abby
Mann as Alice Be-

ineke, along with a 3
large cast of familiar *

her AR

Tyler Creighton will be Pugsley Addams in the

HE

DDA
.. A 7 11;1‘?

A MUSICA IMEDY

TICKETS GO ON SALE

SHOW OPENS

Village Players production The Addams Family.

Players is a com-
munity theater
organization
based at the his-
toric James Mc-
Cabe Theater in
Valrico. Through
plays, musicals
and educational
opportunities,
the organization
provides a wel-
coming space for

local  perform-
ers, volunteers
and audiences

to  participate
in and enjoy live
theater.
Tickets
are  $23  for
adults and $20
for seniors and
students and
are available
now at https://
thevillageplay-
ersvalrico.com/.
For more infor-
mation, please
visit the Village
Players’ website.

without really knowing

what they bought.”
As a longtime in-
surance  professional,

Mosher recognized an
opportunity to bridge
the worlds of travel and |
insurance with clear, ac-
cessible guidance. “Travelers don't necessar-
ily need more options,” said Mosher. "They
need someone who can explain the options
and help them choose coverage that actually
makes sense for their trip. That"s really how
The Travel Insurance Chick™ came about.”

Mosher's approach centers on education,
beginning with the particulars of each trip
rather than the fine print of a policy. Mosher
asks her clients questions such as, "Where
are you going and what have you invested?
Are you cruising or traveling international-
ly? What would happen if you got sick or
something disrupted the trip?” Only after
understanding the traveler's needs does she
walk clients through what coverage includes
— and what it does not.

T don't want someone to say, ‘Michelle
told me I'm covered.” I want them to un-
derstand their coverage and feel confident
about what they're buying.”

One of the most common misconceptions
she encounters is the belief that all travel
insurance products are the same. Many op-

Florlda
nGurc

MICHELLE MOSHER

formed is essential
in an evolving trav-
el landscape.
"Travel changes
constantly, so this
isn't insurance you
can learn once and
put on a shelf"”

Chlck

Mosher said.

She maintains close communication
with carriers, monitors industry updates
and draws on her own experiences.

"I'm also a traveler myself, so when
there’'s a major storm, airline issue or
something happening overseas, I'm look-
ing at it from both sides.”

A recent group trip to Ireland reinforced
the importance of comprehensive protec-
tion. When two travelers arrived days late
due to flight cancellations, multiple parts
of their policy came into play.

"One canceled flight created a domino
effect,” Mosher said. "Having the right
coverage helped keep a bad travel experi-
ence from becoming an even bigger finan-
cial loss. That's exactly why I believe un-
derstanding what you're buying matters.”

The Travel Insurance Chick™'s office is
located at 11216 Winthrop Main St. in Riv-
erview. For more information, visit www.
travelinsurancechick.com or call 813-448-
7580.

CEDER’S

FULL SERVICE LAWNCARE
813.5 9.149 RONN 1 EGRUBER@YAHOO.COM

7409 50TH AVE SOUTH, TA

PA, FL 33619\

The Right IT for Your Business!

o Managed IT
e Cloud Services

ZRYT.

g YOU with Technolog;

e Network Setup

813-563-1000 | Jennifer@RYT.Tech [ £]
www.RYTITSolutions.com

Family Owned & Operated Since 2013 710 Oakfield Dr, Suite 220, Brandon, FL 33511 m

Professional Concrete
Installation

,,,,,,,

CUSTOM HAIR

For the hair you’ve always wanted!

Since 1969

e FREE CONSULTATION!

e EUROPEAN HUMAN HAIR TOPPERS,
WIGS & BLENDS

e NON-SURGICAL BONDING options for
active men & women

e Chemotherapy and Alopecia Specialists
e | argest In-Stock Selection in Tampa Bay
e Non-Surgical Hair Replacement for Men

56336-1

THE LOOK YOU WANT, WITHOUT THE SOUTH TAMPA PRICE!

CLEARWATER MALL BRANDON TAMPA
727-725-1052 813-651-9484 813-932-5327

customhairtampabay.com « APPOINTMENT ONLY PLEASE
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PRE-HURRICANE INSPECTION IS A
SMART MOVE FOR HOMEOWNERS

Living in Hillsborough County means hur-
ricane preparation is simply part of owning
a home. While stocking supplies, reviewing
evacuation plans and bringing outdoor fur-
niture inside are important, preparing the
home itself should also be part of the plan.

A prehurricane inspection can help iden-
tify conditions around your property that
may become bigger problems when high
winds and heavy rain arrive.

Small defects can be easy to overlook
during normal weather. Loose roof materi-
als, deteriorated sealant, damaged soffits
or fascia, clogged gutters, deteriorated ex-
terior components or problems around win-
dows and doors may not seem urgent on a
sunny Florida afternoon.

During a tropical storm or hurricane,
however, those same conditions can provide
opportunities for wind or water to cause ad-
ditional damage.

A prehurricane inspection gives home-
owners an opportunity to address concerns
while contractors and materials are still
available instead of trying to make repairs
while a storm is approaching.

Know What Needs Your Attention

An inspection can help identify visible
concerns involving areas such as: roof cover-
ings, flashing and exposed sealants, soffits,
fascia, siding and exterior trim, windows,
exterior doors and garage doors, gutters,

Staff Report

downspouts and
8 (rainage conditions,
W8 exterior penetrations
8 and openings, loose
& or deteriorated exte-
rior components and
® trees or vegetation

& that may threaten the
& structure.

The goal is not to
predict what a hurri-
cane will do or guar-
antee that a home will
avoid damage. It is to
identify observable con-
ditions that may deserve
attention before the

Y Cls property is exposed to
APEX SIGHT severe weather.

SOLUTIONS Another benefit s

documentation. Photographs taken during
an inspection can provide a record of the
property’s visible condition before a storm
occurs. If damage is discovered afterward,
having prestorm documentation may help
establish what was present beforehand and
what appears to have changed.

Florida's Atlantic hurricane season runs
from June through November. Waiting un-
til a storm is approaching Tampa Bay can
mean competing for contractors, supplies
and limited time.

A prehurricane inspection allows you
to prepare on your schedule instead of the
storm’s.

Veteran-owned Apex Sight Solutions
provides prehurricane property inspec-
tions throughout Hillsborough County and
surrounding communities to help proper-
ty owners identify concerns before severe
weather arrives.

Call 813-860-8374 or visit www.apex-
sightsolutions.com.

BRANDON RIVERVIEW
CHAMBER © COMMERCE

EASTERN HILLS COMMUNITY BAND
BRINGS SUPERHEROES TO THE STAGE

Staff Report

Heroes  come
in all shapes and
sizes — and this
fall, the heroes are
musicians.

The  Eastern §
Hillsborough o
Community Band
will bring an eve-
ning of music, ad-
venture and some
of the world's
most iconic he-
roes to Brandon
with its Super-

| began rehears-
ing in a small
church with
approximately
10  members.
#. Within a year,
¥ the growing en-
| semble moved
§ to alarger facil-

ity in the Lith-
ia area, with
membership
reaching nearly

The Eastern Hillsborough Community Band, now with more 50  musicians.
than 100 members, will present its Superhero-Themed Fall

The band also

hero-Themed Eall Concert with performances in Brandon on October 8 and 9. became a non-

Concert, featuring two performances in
October.

Audiences can expect an entertaining pro-
gram filled with music inspired by legendary
heroes, beloved films and epic adventures.
Featured selections include Superman, Spi-
der-Man, Captain America, The Incredibles,
The Lord of the Rings and The Sorcerer's
Apprentice.

For Kayla Vincent, an alto saxophone
player in her second season with the East-
ern Hillsborough Community Band, the con-
cert is especially meaningful.

"This is my second season with the band,
and it has been a dream to play music fea-
tured in two of Disney's most iconic films,
Fantasia and The Incredibles,” Vincent said.

The fall concert follows an extraordinary
summer for the band. Members recently
traveled to Normandy, France, after being
selected to perform during D-Day commem-
orations, an opportunity that marked a sig-
nificant milestone and tremendous honor
for the ensemble.

Founded in the spring of 2009 by Plant
City resident Kim McKamey, who still per-
forms with the group as a trumpet player,
the Eastern Hillsborough Community Band

profit 501(c)(3) corporation.

Today, the band rehearses weekly in Bran-
don and has 101 members, ranging from
amateur musicians to seasoned profession-
als, all united by a shared love of music. It
was also recently nominated for Creative
Loafing's Best of the Bay 2026 for Best
Jazz Band, recognizing its contribution to
the Tampa Bay music community.

The Eastern Hillshorough Community
Band is dedicated to fostering a love of
music, improving musicianship and enlight-
ening, entertaining and inspiring audiences
throughout the region. It also gives musi-
cians opportunities to build friendships and
camaraderie through their shared passion
for performing.

From comic-book legends and Disney clas-
sics to epic fantasy, the Superhero-Themed
Fall Concert promises an evening of music
and adventure for all ages.

The band will perform on Thursday, Octo-
ber 8, at 7 p.m. at Generations Church, locat-
ed at 2602 S. Kings Ave. in Brandon, and Fri-
day, October 9, at 7 p.m. at Bay Life Church,
located at 1017 Kingsway Rd. in Brandon.

For more on upcoming concerts and
membership, visit https://www.ehch.org/.

MOM & BABY CLASSES
( FORGROWING FAMILIES

FREE to attend

Virtual & in-person
options available

Led by trusted
healthcare
professionals

UPCOMING CLASSES

Maternity Tour

Saturday, Oct 3 | Friday, Oct 9

Thursday, Oct 22

Childbirth Preparation
Saturday, Oct 3 | Saturday, Oct 17

Breastfeeding 101 (Virtual)

Monday, Oct 26
NICU Sibling Class

Wednesday, Sept 30 | Wednesday, Oct 28

Mommy & Me Meetup
Nurturing You and Your Baby

Thursday, Oct 8

Scan the QR
code to learn
more & register

JL HCAFlorida "
‘\r Brandon Hospltal

119 Oakfield Drive, Brandon, FL 33511

We offer many other free classes and
seminars designed to support your overall

health and wellness.

844.630.5295
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THE SUN RISES IN A 2-1 VICTORY OVER

FORT LAUDERDALE
By Erica Woolridge

FIRST HIGH SCHOOL POWERLIFTING
CLUB IS LEADING A MOVEMENT

By Marie Gilmore

The lights !
may have gone ! ,
out, but the [§
Tampa Bay
Sun found aL
way to shine. {

home  open- ==’ EH
er, Tampa Bay 7
Sun  Football =
Club managed g

secure e-mﬂ
dramat|c 2-1§
comeback vic- e
tory over in-
state rival Fort
Lauderdale
United FC on September 12
at Suncoast Credit Union
Field in Tampa. The win
gave the home crowd plen-
ty to celebrate after the
Sun began the season with
three consecutive matches
on the road.

Fort Lauderdale con-
trolled much of the opening
half and struck first in the 24th min-
ute. Farrah Walters delivered a cross
to Sh'nia Gordon, who finished the op-
portunity, giving Fort Lauderdale a 1-0
advantage. The visitors carried that lead
into halftime and continued to challenge
Tampa Bay early in the second half. Then
the night took an unexpected turn.

A stadium lighting issue stopped play
in the 64th minute and sent both teams
off the field for approximately 40 min-
utes. While the technical delay could
have disrupted Tampa Bay's momentum,
the Sun instead returned to the field
looking and playing like a different team.

Just one minute after play resumed,
Tori Zierenberg provided the spark

vyl o 3

MEDICARE
10/15 - 12/7!

In its 2026 B "\#ﬁﬁ’ .

Is your plan still
working for you

MEDICARE Annual Enrollment and ACA Open Enrollment
are the perfect times to ask yourself:

® Do | need more coverage?

e Will my doctor still take my plan?

® Does my plan still fit my budget?
SCAN my QR code to fill out my short

"Insurance Help Request Form" for more
information and to request an appointment.

Tampa Bay
i i needed. Zie-

renberg,
who entered
the match
' ¢| shortly be-
e | fOTE the
delay, con-
nected on
~an  assist
| from  Syd-
| ny Nasello
" to tie the
~ | match at
| 1-1. The mo-
mentum had
shifted.
In the 80th minute,
Shea Connors completed
the comeback. Sabrina
McNeill found Connors,
who secured a goal, giv-
ing Tampa Bay its first
lead of the night. The Sun
defense protected the ad-
vantage through the clos-
ing minutes and stoppage
time, securing the win.

The victory continued Tampa Bay's
success against its South Florida rival.
Entering the match, the Sun had never
lost to Fort Lauderdale in nine previ-
ous meetings, including its memorable
1-0 victory in the inaugural USL Super
League championship match in 2025.

The defending champions showed re-
silience in their first match back in front
of their home supporters. For a team
looking to build another championship
run, the home opener offered an early re-
minder of what Tampa Bay can do when
momentum begins to swing its way.

For tickets and more information, visit
www.tampabaysunfc.com.

Bell Creek Academy powerlifting coach and physical education teacher
Taisha V. Herndndez Zambrana works with student athletes as the
schools new powerlifting club continues to grow.

Bell Creek Academy (BCA) in Riverview
is helping put high school powerlifting on
the map in Florida after launching what
it says is the state’s first organized high
school powerlifting club.

The club was founded in January by
BCA high school physical education
teacher and coach Taisha V. Hernandez
Zambrana, who partnered with her own
powerlifting coach, Leandro Mufioz, to in-
troduce students to a sport that is well
established in other states but has had
limited organized presence at the high
school level in Florida.

BCA, located at 13221 Boyette Rd., is
currently the only Florida high school
recognized as an official club under USA
Powerlifting (USAPL). The club began
with eight competitors who traveled to
the USAPL Tampa Bay Open in April. Its
roster has since more than doubled to 19
athletes, who are preparing to compete
in the USAPL 813 Classic in Tampa this
December.

For Hernandez, powerlifting is about
more than strength and competition.

"Powerlifting is about so much more
than the numbers on the barbell,” Hernan-

1 dez said. "It teaches these
teenagers how to over-
come self-doubt, build un-
shakeable confidence and
find strength they never
knew they had.”

The club recently hosted
its inaugural Lift-a-Thon
to raise money for compe-
tition fees, uniforms and
equipment for the 2026-27
season. With support from
BCA faculty and staff, stu-
dent volunteers, local ven-
dors, powerlifting coaches
and the USF Powerlifting
Club, the event raised more than $5,000.

The fundraiser also reflected Hernandez's
desire to connect the club with the broader
community. Fifteen percent of the proceeds
was donated to Hillsborough County Adap-
tive Sports programs, helping support local
athletes, including para powerlifters.

The club is continuing to raise funds for
athletes who qualify for the 2027 high
school nationals in New York and the Mi-
ami International Fitness Expo in May
2027.

Hernandez is also exploring the con-
nection between athletics and academics.
As a doctoral student at the University
of North Carolina at Greenshoro, she is
collaborating with a University of South
Florida research team on a mixed-meth-
ods study examining self-efficacy among
students participating in a high school
powerlifting club.

She hopes the research will lead to
peer-reviewed publications and a presen-
tation at the SHAPE America conference
next year, further demonstrating the im-
pact powerlifting can have beyond the
competition floor.

#1 BUG MUGGERS
SINCE 1973
TERMIDOR 10 YEAR GUARANTEE AGAINST SUBTERRANEAN TERMITES/ |

@ @@@E

MAIN OFFICE: 108 S. ST. CLOUD AVE, VALRICO
HOURS: 6AM - 6 PM
FAX (813)685-3607 | BRANDONPESTCONTROLETAMPABAY.RR.COM

SERVING: CLEARWATER - TAMPA - ORLANDO - PLANT CITY
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I(lSll Hullhl

1N -
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”l tH dureuo o 1 800 MEDICARE
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PEST CONTROL

termite i pest control
Residential and Commercial

(813) 468-8574

TNTtermiteandpestcontrol.com
LOCAL & FAMILY OWNED
“DYNAMITE CUSTOMER SERVICE”

NOTARY

Mobile & Online Notarization
Wills & Trust Notarization
Power of Attorney
Real Estate Closing
Apostille Services
DMV & Vehicle Titles
Minor Travel Consent Forms
Passport
Marriage License
Estate Planning
Loan Signing Services

Angie Anderson
813-212-0927
angie@stellarnotaryservices.net
www.stellarnotaryservices.net

HEAT & AC
BROWN sgxrest

HEATING & AIRCONDITIONING
SERVICE YOU CAN TRUST

Residential & Commercial

Installation & Repair
Commercial Refrigeration

(813) 671-2555

YOUR BUSINESS
COULD BE
HERE!

Call Us Today!
(813) 657-2418

or Visit
OspreyObserver.com

%ﬁﬁWER

Your CommuniTY NEWSPAPER

Advertise in this directory for just $50 per ad, or as low as
$200 per month ... INCLUDES ALL 5 EDITIONS)

Call Us Todav! (813) 657-2418 or Visit OsprevObserver.com
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ASPIRING AVIATION STUDENTS CAN
APPLY FOR $8,000 SCHOLARSHIPS

Jerry Holland
the late owner of
Sheltair believed |
aviation succeeds
because of pas-
sionate  people
who  continually
learn, grow and
invest in others.
“"In that spirit, we
are proud to sup-

port the next gen- Aerospace Center for Excellence along with Sheltair are offer-
ing four one-time $8000 scholarships.

AEROSP2.CE

Center For Excellenc

eration of aviation
professionals by
providing finan-
cial assistance to
individuals  pur-
suing education,
training, certifications and career advance-
ment across the aviation industry,” said Eric
Crump, Vice President of Aerospace Center
for Excellence in Lakeland, Fla.

Sheltair is a family-owned company that
enjoys a national reputation for its superior
customer focus and service-driven corporate
culture. Founded in 1963 by Holland, father
of current Sheltair President Lisa Holland, it
is the nation's largest privately-owned avia-
tion network, proudly operating award-win-
ning FBOs and managing over 4.6 million
square feet of aviation-related properties.

To honor her father's legacy, Lisa Hol-
land and Sheltair are offering four one-time
$8000 scholarships to individuals who
demonstrate a passion for aviation and a
commitment to advancing their education
or career within the industry. “Four aspir-
ing aviation professionals will each receive
$8,000 toward education, technical train-
ing, certifications, or career development,”
Crump said. "Whether their path leads to
the flight deck, maintenance hangar, control
center, airport operations, engineering, safe-

awards will be
offered during
a single appli-
cation  cycle,
| making this a
distinctive op-
portunity  for
those ready to
advance  their
aviation journey.
The applica-
tion window is
currently open
through December 31, 2026. Applications
will be reviewed by a scholarship commit-
tee, and award announcements are planned
for February 2027,

The scholarship is designed to support
individuals pursuing education, training,
certification or professional advancement in
any aviation-related field. Applicants are en-
couraged to apply regardless of their chosen
aviation career path. Scholarship recipients
may pursue educational or professional de-
velopment opportunities across the aviation
industry. "Applicants should clearly explain
how the scholarship funds will support their
educational pursuits, professional develop-
ment or long-term career goals within the
aviation industry,” Crump said.

Applicants must be legal US. residents
and at least 18 years old when they sub-
mit their applications. If you would like to
learn more about the Jerry Holland Legacy
Scholarship or if you would like to apply for
the scholarship, you can visit the Aerospace
Center for Excellence’s website at https://
aceedu.org. The center is located at 4075

Our expert jewelers are here to bring your vision
to life with beautifully crafted custom bridal jewelry
designed to be treasured for generations.

-
WcAuley
FINE JEWELRY

201 S KINGS AVE SUITE 4, BRANDON, FLORIDA 33511
813-689-8124 | OPEN TUES TO FRI 10AM - 6PM, SAT 10AM - 4PM

By Libby Hopkins
ing can help
move their
goals  within
reach.”

These  four

LOCAL BUSINESSES INVITED TO
JOIN HOLIDAY VENDOR FAIR

Local businesses
have an opportu-
nity to get their
products, services
and holiday offer-
ings in front of
area shoppers at
the Valrico Fish-
Hawk Chamber of
Commerce's annu-
al Shop Local Holi-
day Vendor Fair.

The event is
scheduled for Sat-
urday, November 7, from 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
at the Presbyterian Church of Blooming-
dale, located at 710 E. Bloomingdale
Ave. in Brandon. The festive event will
bring together local businesses, families
and holiday shoppers for an afternoon of
shopping, entertainment and community
connection.

This year's event chair, Mike Neill, is
encouraging local businesses to take ad-
vantage of the opportunity to showcase
what they offer during the busy holiday
shopping season.

“The holidays are one of the best times
to support local businesses,” Neill said.
"This event gives shoppers the chance
to find one-of-a-kind gifts while meeting
the people behind the businesses that
help make our community thrive.”

Vendor booths are available for $40,
with space limited and the fee nonre-
fundable. Businesses interested in par-
ticipating are encouraged to register
early through the "Events” section of the
Valrico FishHawk Chamber of Commerce
website at www.valricofishhawk.org.

The fair will feature a variety of vendors
offering handcrafted items, holiday de-
cor, boutique products, specialty foods,
professional services and unique gift

B TRUSTEE
Member

Staff Report

fwmj}: 5 ideas.  The

(s\sg’ 3 goal is to

N TR s, ot akers create  an

(] | interactive

experience

rather than

e simply a tra-

hOlIdOy expo ditional ven-
dor market.

@ PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF BLOOMINGDALE Business-

710 E Bloomingdale Ave, Brandon eS, InC|ud-

e g ser-

efcerools vice-based

— companies,

are encouraged to make their booths
engaging by offering games, demonstra-
tions, crafts, contests or other activities
that encourage visitors to stop and in-
teract.

“"We love seeing vendors get creative,”
Neill said. "Whether it's a game, a craft,
a contest or another interactive idea,
those experiences help create lasting

memories and meaningful conversa-
tions."
The popular Flamingo Decorating

Contest will also return. Each vendor
receives a flamingo to decorate in a cre-
ative holiday theme, with awards pre-
sented in several categories.

For shoppers, the event will include
food, music, raffles, giveaways and fam-
ily-friendly activities, along with oppor-
tunities to discover local businesses and
holiday gifts.

“The Shop Local Holiday Vendor Fair
is all about bringing people together,”
Neill said. "It's an opportunity to support
small businesses, strengthen community
relationships and kick off the holiday
season in a fun and meaningful way.”

Businesses interested in becoming
vendors can contact Mike Neill by email
at shoplocal@valricofishhawk.org.

815.413.8900
(0 o

QW Sweet Water Grand
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We Care LikeFamily

— Resort Style Senior Living -

Our community emphasizes resort-style living with an all-inclusive
approach to medication care, housekeeping, maintenance, chef-prepared
meals, utilities, phone, internet, and TV. We aim to create a vibrant and
active lifestyle for seniors. Living Our Best Life and making memories while
doing so.

Independent Assisted
Living Living
=1 . .
Mansgement | 8@
I

Included

Activities

www.BridgesRetirement.com

Assisted Living Facility #11670

Q@ | A

Memory Pets
Care Welcome
Vibrant (’:P Chef
Social Inspired
t\ Meals
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RESIDENTS URGED TO FIGHT MOSQUITO
BREEDING AS DENGUE CASES RISE

Hillsborough
County  residents
are being encour-
aged to take simple
steps around their
homes to reduce
mosquito breeding
as locally acquired
dengue infections
continue to be re-
ported in the Tampa
Bay area.

According to the Florida Department
of Health, Hillsborough County has re-
ported 59 locally acquired dengue infec-
tions, making it the center of an unusual
increase in locally transmitted dengue
cases in Florida. Health officials are urging
residents to protect themselves from mos-
quito bites and eliminate standing water
where mosquitoes can breed.

Dengue is spread by the bite of an in-
fected Aedes mosquito. These mosquitoes
can breed in surprisingly small amounts of
water, including water found in plant sau-
cers, toys, buckets, clogged gutters and
other containers around homes.

One simple way to remember mosquito
prevention is the three D's: dump, drain
and cover.

Dump: Empty standing water from
plant saucers, toys, buckets, pet dishes,
birdbaths and other containers. Check
yards regularly, especially after rainfall.

Drain: Clear clogged gutters and down-
spouts and address areas where water
routinely collects. Check decorative foun-
tains, drainage areas and low spots around
the property.

Cover: Keep containers that hold water
covered and make sure doors and win-

to larvicides,
such as Mos-
quito Dunks
or Mosquito

®

Bits. Bti tar-
gets mos-
quito larvae

before they
become adult
== mosquitoes.

| Products

M’ should  al-
ways be used according to the label.

Residents should also look beyond the
obvious. Potential breeding sites can in-
clude children's outdoor toys, self-water-
ing planters, rain barrels, unused pools,
tree holes, ditches and decorative water
features.

Removing standing water should always
be the first step. Larvicides are intended
for water that cannot reasonably be re-
moved, not as a replacement for eliminat-
ing breeding sites.

Mosquitoes may also breed in drainage
areas or other locations outside an indi-
vidual yard. Residents who see persistent
standing water in a public area should re-
port it to the appropriate local authority
or mosquito-control agency.

Mosquito prevention works best as a
community effort. A few minutes spent
checking a yard can help reduce mosqui-
to populations and the risk of mosqui-
to-borne disease.

Dump it. Drain it. Cover it. And where
appropriate, dunk it.

For more information, visit the Florida
Department of Health's Fight the Bite re-
sources at www.floridahealth.gov/mos-
quito or Hillshorough County's Mosquito

‘Busch Gardens.
paoktacular

SELECT DATES

SEPT 12 -

NOV 1

SPOOKY FUN &
TREATS GALORE

© 2026 United Parks & Resorts, Inc. All rights reserved.

BRANDON SENIOR CENTER CROWNS
FIRST-EVER BEAUTY PAGEANT QUEEN

Staff Report

Hillsbor-
ough County
Brandon Se-
nior Center Fart
hosted  its =
inaugural
Hillsborough
County Ag-
ing Services
Beauty Pag-
eant on Sep-
tember 12 at
the Brandon
Senior Center, located at [
612 N. Parsons Ave. in
Brandon. Fourteen contes-
tants, ages 62-90, com-
peted. =

The beauty pageant had &
several competitive cat- &
egories including cultural
costume presentation, for-
mal dress, and interview.

Along with selecting
three finalists and crown-
ing a winner, judges also §
awarded contestants for
Best Cultural Costume, |
Best  Personality and
Confidence, Best Formal 5
Dress, Best Interview and
Miss Congeniality. ‘

Family, friends and %
beauty pageant enthusi-
asts attended to cheer and
support the contestants.

“In honor of National Senior Center
Month in September, today we are having
our first-ever Senior Beauty Pageant at Hill-
shorough County Brandon Senior Center,”
said Frances Duran Brea, Hillsborough Coun-
ty Senior Centers general manager.

"We want to demonstrate that age and
beauty have no limits,” Duran Brea said.

Staff Report

“These types of
special events

niors to social-
ze with their

| derstand and
demonstrate
that they can
still be active
: at any age and

participate in these types of
special events.”

Programs like the beauty
pageant serve as opportu-
nities for seniors to remain
active, involved and con-
. nected with peers.

3 Hillsborough County
i Aging Services has seven
senior centers throughout
Hillsborough County (Bran-
don, Lutz, Tampa, Ruskin,

Wimauma, Progress Vil-
" lage and Town 'N Country).
It also has 14 dining and
activity centers located in
Gibsonton, Plant City and
Tampa.

The senior and dining
W centers offer a number of
# programs and activities
e to keep seniors active, en-
gaged, and motivated. Programs include ex-
ercise classes, trivia contests, arts and craft
classes, music classes, health, wellness class-
es for active seniors, dance classes, dances
and a free lunch program for seniors 60 and
over.

Later this month, Hillsborough County
Aging Services will be celebrating with a
‘senior’ prom.
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PREPARING FOR

MEDICARE OPEN

ENROLLMENT WITH MB INSURANCE

Choosing the right in-
surance plan is about more
than finding a familiar
name. Doctors, prescrip-
tions, costs and coverage
can all change from year
to year, making an annual
review an important part
of protecting both health
and finances. With Medi-
care’s annual enrollment
period (AEP) approaching,
MB Insurance Solutions
is helping local clients
prepare for the changes
ahead.

Owned by Michele Bar-
tock, MB Insurance Solu-
tions is an independent
health and life insurance agency serving
Florida. Bartock, who has lived in the com-
munity for over 20 years, specializes in sup-
plements, Medicare Advantage, prescription
plans and life insurance. As an independent
agent, she has access to 12 organizations
and more than 80 Medicare plans, allowing
her to compare options rather than limiting
clients to one plan.

Bartock also helps clients with under-65
health insurance, off-market plans and
group health insurance for small businesses.
Additional coverage options include dental,
vision, hearing, life, accident, indemnity, can-
cer and heart/stroke plans, as well as long-
term care and annuities.

With Medicare’s AEP approaching, now is
the time for beneficiaries to start reviewing
their coverage for 2027. AEP runs from Oc-
tober 15 through December 7, giving Medi-
care beneficiaries a limited window to make
changes to their plans.

That review is especially important be-
cause Medicare plans can change from
year to year. Prescription drug plans may

Title Sponsor

-

Michele Bartock, owner of MB Insurance

Solutions, helps clients navigate Medicare than simply telling them

coverage and understand their options
during Annual Enrollment Period.

By Makenzie Atkins Noel

change their formular-
ies, deductibles and co-
insurance, while out-of-
pocket maximums can
also increase. Bartock's
goal is to compare the
available options based
on each client's doctors,
medications and prior-
ities so they can make

an informed decision
before the deadline.
“Every client has dif-

ferent needs, and I want
them to understand
their options rather

what plan they should
choose,” said Bartock.
"When clients know they can call with ques-
tions throughout the year and have some-
one who knows their situation, that is what
makes the difference.”

As the end of the year approaches, Bar-
tock wants Medicare beneficiaries to keep
a few important things in mind. Some Medi-
care Advantage plans offer a Part B premi-
um ‘Give Back," while individuals may also
qualify for Medicaid or the Low-Income
Subsidy based on their income and assets.
She also cautions beneficiaries about un-
solicited calls promising gift cards or food
cards, noting that these benefits are only
available to those who meet certain qual-
ifications. For those who miss the annual
enrollment period or are unhappy with a
new Medicare Advantage plan, there may
be another opportunity to make a change
between January and March.

Outside of Medicare and Affordable Care
Act plans, Bartok can also help clients with
ancillary and small group plans. Visit online
at www.medicareofflorida.com; call 813-
553-3822, ext. 2; or mlbartock@gmail.com.
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Are you a part of a krewe?

Do you own a company?

Are you a part of an organization?

Parade
starts @

WE WANT YOU IN THE PARADE!

You can find the application for participation on our website!

BRANDON RIVERVIEW
"> " CHAMBER®COMMERCE

PN

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

County ¢

RCC Hillsborough

Grandstand &
VIP Sponsor Media Partner

RivarD Oisivir

BUICK - GMC

Be sure to follow @BrandonParadeoflights on FB & IG for parade updates!
www.BrandonParadeofLights.com
Questions? Email info@brandonparadeoflights.com

CHAMBER HOSTS TRICK OR TREAT STREET
PRESENTED BY HESS ORTHODONTICS

Staff Report

Brandon Riv-
erview Chamber
of Commerce An-
nounces 2026 Trick
or Treat Street Pre-
sented by Hess Or-
thodontics of River-
view

Community in-
vited to enjoy a
family-friendly Hal-
loween celebration
while local business-
es are encouraged
to showcase their
brands and connect
with thousands of
area families

RIVERVIEW,
Fla. — September §
17, 2026 — The
Brandon Riverview Chamber of Commerce
(BRCC) invites the community and local
businesses to come together for one of the
Chamber's largest and most anticipated
community events of the year: TOTS - Trick
or Treat Street, presented by Hess Ortho-
dontics of Riverview, on Saturday, October
24, from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m. at Riverview
High School, 11311 Boyette Road in River-
view.

Trick or Treat Street brings local families,
businesses and community organizations
together for an evening of Halloween fun in
a safe, festive and family-friendly environ-
ment. Families are encouraged to dress in
their Halloween best, bring their candy bags
and enjoy an evening packed with activities
for all ages.

This year's event will feature the popular
Trick or Treat Trail, a costume contest, in-
flatables, foam party, food trucks, sensory
area and plenty of Halloween entertain-
ment. Guests will also have the opportunity

30 YEARS OF EXPERTISE

TGH Imaging provides
screening and diagnostic
expertise in a wide

range of technologically
advanced imaging
services to get you the
answers you've been
looking for. We offer
convenient locations near
you in Brandon, Riverview,
and Sun City Center.

. 427 S. Parsons Ave, Ste. 100
- 3350 Bell Shoals Rd
-10621Big Bend Rd

« 3862 Sun City Center Blvd

Scan to Find More Locations
Throughout Tampa Bay

[=f g =]

(813) 489-5120

TﬁBRCC

BRANDBOE RIVERVIEW"

~ RIVERVIEW mcnscuool.

to see the popular
pirate ship of the
Krewe of the South
Shore Marauders,
adding even more
adventure to the
evening.

BRCC has also
§ made significant
changes to the
event entrance
process for 2026.
Following the long
entrance line expe-
rienced last year,
the Chamber has
redesigned the
entry process to
eliminate the wait
and allow attend-
ees to enter with-
out standing in a long admission line, giving
families more time to enjoy the festivities.

Trick or Treat Street isn't just a commu-
nity celebration—it is also a unique oppor-
tunity for businesses to meet local families
face-to-face, increase their visibility and
demonstrate their commitment to the Bran-
don and Riverview communities.

Businesses can reserve a booth along
the Trick or Treat Trail, decorate their
space, dress in costume, distribute candy
and promotional materials, and introduce
their products and services to families from
throughout the area.

BRCC is also welcoming food trucks, craft
vendors, community organizations and vol-
unteers to participate. Sponsorship oppor-
tunities are available for businesses looking
for additional visibility before and during the
event.

For more details or to get involved, ontact
the Brandon Riverview Chamber of Com-
merce at 813-234-5944..

* 11311 BOYETTE ROAD, RIVERVIEW »

CARROLLWOOD

TGHimaging.com
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HIGH 5 WELCOMES REICH, MCINTOSH TO
LEAD GROWING AQUATICS PROGRAMS

High 5 Inc.
is embracing
a new chapter
for its Aquat-
ics  program g
and is excited
to introduce
its new team ¢
members  to
the organiza-
tion. Danielle "
Reich, director
of Aquatics, "= ,
and Jonathan MclIntosh, head coach of Blue
Wave Swim Team, are both eager to be a
part of an organization that values commu-
nity and water safety.

Reich's love for swimming developed at
the age of 13. She began swimming at her
local YMCA and eventually swam compet-
itively for Durant High School. A few years
after graduating, she worked at Watermel-
on Swim, where her passion for teaching
swimmers grew.

"One of the most important parts of be-
ing involved in Aquatics for me is knowing
that what we do can have a real impact
on a swimmer's confidence, independence
and safety in and around the water. Water
safety is my number one priority for every
swimmer, regardless of their age or ability,”
said Reich.

Now, as the director of Aquatics, Reich is
especially passionate about expanding High
5's adaptive Aquatics opportunities for both
children and adults with special abilities. As
a parent of a child with special abilities, it
is important to her to develop a program
to teach foundational water-safety and
swimming skills tailored to each individual's
needs.

“T want to continue building on the strong
foundation that High 5 already has while
creating clear opportunities for swimmers

of all ages
and abilities
to learn,
progress,
stay in-
volved and
® develop a
lifelong  re-
lationship
| with the
water. Most
- importantly,
* 1 want wa-
ter safety to remain at the heart of every-
thing we do,” said Reich.

MclIntosh has over two decades of expe-
rience in the sport of swimming. He started
the sport when he was just 4 years old, has
competed at high levels and ultimately be-
came a collegiate swimmer at Notre Dame
College.

During his collegiate career, he served as
a three-time team captain and led his team
to three Mountain East Conference Cham-
pionships while setting numerous individual
and relay school records.

As a coach, McIntosh believes that suc-
cess is measured by more than times and
medals. His mission is to continue build-
ing an environment known for exceptional
coaching, athlete development and a strong
sense of community in which every athlete
is excited to be a part of.

"My vision is to build more than success-
ful swimmers; it is to develop disciplined,
resilient young people who understand that
excellence is earned through consistency,
accountability and service to something
greater than themselves. If we create a
culture where athletes are challenged, sup-
ported and taught why the work matters,
the results in the pool will follow, and those
lessons will remain long after they leave it,”
said McIntosh.
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AND AYEAR OF WILD ADVENTURES
WITH A BUSCH GARDENS ANNUAL PASS.

LE DONNE ITALIANE BRINGS WOMEN
TOGETHER TO HELP LOCAL CAUSES

By Emily Harper

For more than B
a century, women |
have been at the
heart of the Ital-
ian Club of Tampa.
Through their lead-
ership,  dedication, & _
volunteerism, and &
unwavering commit- Efgngs /3 ‘
ment to preserving "“x—t&: i
Italian culture and
traditions,  gener-
ations of women
have helped shape

'PINK PART

FOR MOFFITT

By Libby Hopkins

for  generations
to come. “Today,
the Ttalian Club
of Tampa proudly
# continues this tra-
B8 dition through Le

4 Donne Italiane, our

& official  women's
—+ program dedicat-
i | ed to friendship,

culture, leadership,
service, and com-
munity  engage-
ment,” Auteri said.

hei izati y 8 "Le D Itali

their organlzatlop, FRIDAY, OCTOBER 2 « 7-11 PM e Donne taliane
strengthen their provides women
community, and en- OPEN TO THE PUBLIC with  meaningful

sure that their her-
itage continues to
thrive.

From organizing social gatherings and
cultural programs to supporting charita-
ble initiatives, educational opportunities,
and countless club events, the contri-
butions of women have left an enduring
mark on the Italian Club's history. Their ef-
forts have helped create the vibrant, wel-
coming organization many know today.
"Le Donne Italiane was created to contin-
ue that proud legacy,” said Le Donne Ital-
iane’'s Chair, Barbara Auteri. "Our mission
is to unite, engage, and empower women
through a shared passion for Italian tra-
ditions and heritage while supporting the
cultural and historic preservation efforts
of the Italian Club of Tampa.”

Inspired by the generations of women
who have dedicated their time, talents,
and passion to the Italian Club, including
the many women who served through
the Ladies Auxiliary, Le Donne Italiane
seeks to honor the past while creating
new opportunities for women to engage,
lead, serve, and build lasting friendships

GET YOUR TICKETS TODAY

opportunities  to
connect, grow, cel-
ebrate their Italian
heritage, and contribute to the continued
cultural and historic preservation efforts
of the Italian Club of Tampa. The program
welcomes women of all ages and back-
grounds who share a passion for Italian
traditions, community involvement, and
preserving the values that have defined
our club for more than 100 years.”

Le Donne Italiane's debut event will be
held at The Italian Club on Oct. 2nd. The
Pink Party, a fundraiser benefiting Moffitt
Cancer Center, will bring members of the
organization and the wider community
together for an evening centered on con-
nection, celebration, and support for those
affected by breast cancer.

If you would like to learn more about
Le Donne Italiane or if you'd like to get
tickets for the Pink Party, they are $45
for club members and $55 for the general
public, you can visit the Italian Club's web-
site at https://italian-club.org or call 813-
248-3316. The club is located at 1731 E.
7th Ave. in Ybor City.
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EAGLES HOPE TO REBUILD UNDER NEW HEAD COACH

—

R

The Brandon football program has
been in flux for over 10 years. Their
last winning season was in 2015, and
they won just one game last year. New
Head Coach Alonzo Ashwood took over
the team in January. He brings lead-
ership and experience to Brandon. He
helped build a Sumner program from
scratch that is now one of the better
teams in Hillsborough County.

Ashwood said that he felt an itch to
get back into coaching after the suc-
cess that he had at Sumner and he
relishes the opportunity to rebuild this
team. He is putting together a coach-
ing staff that he feels is up to the task
of making the team better, and that
will help teach his new system. He be-
lieves that changing the culture is the
first thing needed to build a successful
program.

"It's a task. I'm not saying that it's
going to be easy, it's just one of those
things where you have to build brick by
brick,” said Ashwood. "First and fore-
most, we had to build discipline in the
team. We have to stay the course and
not deviate from it.”

The head coach said that he has
a good mixture of young talent and
seniors. They have three returners
on offense and four on defense. He
thinks that his defense will be a major
strength this season. He would like to
see more accountability and discipline
from his players.

Senior defensive end Demarco Clark
will help with the pass rush. Senior
running back Bryce Bell will take the
bulk of the carries. Junior lineman Ig-
nacio ‘Nacho' Gonzales will play both
sides of the ball. Senior running back/
cornerback Jayden Scott has been
with the program for four years.

The Eagles have already had a tough
start to the season, losing their start-
ing quarterback Ardonious Coleman
for the year when he broke his clav-
icle in the week one loss to Whar-
ton. Starting senior linebacker Ethan
Vazquez will take over the role as QB-
1. Ashwood said that Vazquez is a good
leader and knows the offense and the
schemes they are trying to execute
well.

Expect a big improvement from
Brandon this season. They won their
Kickoff Classic 53-20 against Semi-
nole. They have a manageable sched-
ule, facing some teams from a differ-
ent county. They only face five teams
from Hillsborough County. Ashwood
knows how to build a program. His ex-
perience, expertise and discipline will
pay dividends for Brandon football.

"Brandon has been down for so
long, we're not going to accept that,
we can't just accept being a mediocre
team,” said Ashwood. "It takes a little
time to rebuild, but my motto is ‘we're
not in a rush, but we're in a hurry.”

L ——

com— g e ——
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SCHEDULE

10/2 @ Leto
10/9 vs. Lake Region
10/16 vs. Jones

8/21 (@ Wharton
8/28 (@ Mulberry
9/10 vs. Kathleen
9/18 vs. Bloomingdale 10/23 @ Morgan

9/25 (@ Lake Wales 10/30 vs. Robinson

ROSTER

# NAME POS GR # NAME POS GR
1 Kians-wa Stancil RB Sr. 20 Zavion Foster CB,WR Jr.
2 Jayden Scott RB,CB  Sr. 21Izaiah DelaRosa SS Sr.
3 Terrence Thomas FB, LB Fr. 22 Grayson Burris LB So.
4 Bryce Bell RB,CB  Sr. 24 Evander Valdez CB Jr.
5 Mikhai Jones CB, FS Sr. 33 Kalif Martin CB So.
6 Gadiel Rivera S,RB Sr. 34 Reshawn Wilson CB Fr.
7 Sincere Harrington WR Sr. 44 Majeed Apata CB Jr.
8 Ethan Vazquez ILB,QB Sr. 52 Max DelLuca DE So.
9 Demarco Clark DE, TE Sr. 55 Antwan Johnson OG,DE  So.
10 Jaiden Pena RB,OLB Jr. 60 Ignacio Gonzalez DT, G Jr.
11 Jaylen Byrd RB,CB  So. 62 Gavin Williams G, DT Jr.
13 Dah'mere Rodriguez WR So. 64 Blake Poff G, DT Sr.
14 Jaidyn Campbell WR,CB  So. 65 Blake Yawn OL, DL Jr.
15 Luciano Vialpando DE Jr. 66 Derek Pilotte OT, DL Jr.
16 Kurtis Jenkins ~ WR So. 68 Jeremiah Ferrer C, DT Jr.
17 Angelo Lopez-diaz WR So. 72 Ayden Cullins OT,DL  So.
18 Yamauri Yamauri SS,ILB  Jr. 77 Eric Garcia O0G,DT,K Sr.
19 Isaac Ramey WR Jr. 80 Terrence Riggins WR Sr.

FOUNDATION FL

Angel Hearts Lifting Up Families in Crisis

Save the Date!

Evening of Hope

(/////’/////'/ 2 O \‘f/

Honoring the Past...Carrying it Forward

October 9, 2026 The Regent
AngeWoundaﬁonFLcom

2\ PRESERVATION 1=
FINANGIAL GROUP, LLC

Let us help take the burden
of retirement and estate
planning off your mind.

Call Today for your
Free Consultation.

813-627-0872

912 Lithia Pinecrest Rd., Brandon, FL 33511
www.Preservationlst.com

Securities offered through J.W. Cole Financial, Inc. JWC), Member FINRA/SIPC. Advisory services offered
through J.W. Cole Advisors, Inc. JWCA). Preservation 1st Financial Group, LLC and JWC & JWCA are
unaffiliated entities. Non-security products are not offered by J.W. Cole.
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MARY & MARTHA PLANS TWO FALL
EVENTS TO SUPPORT MISSION

Mary & Martha
House, a South Hill-
shorough nonprofit
providing  shelter
and comprehensive
support for women
and families fleeing |
domestic  violence,
is preparing for two |
major fall fundrais- i

ers to stren ‘ ;
. gthen l We'll be Serving
services for  resi- |, peliious o
dents. :

The first event, ; 20

Musical Bingo Night, B
is set for Thursday,
September 24, at
7 p.m. at Bullfrog
Creek Brewing Co.,
located at 3632 Lithia Pinecrest Rd. in Val-
rico. Unlike traditional bingo, players match
songs instead of numbers. Bill Chini, exec-
utive director for Mary & Martha House,
described the fundraiser as “bingo meets
Shazam.”

“Instead of calling out letters and num-
bers, the host plays a song. Once you recog-
nize the song, you look to see if you have that
song on your bingo card, then boop, mark it
down,” said Chini. “If you don't recognize
the song, you can use the Shazam app on
your phone. Winners get gift cards to local
restaurants.”

Registration is not required, but Chini en-
courages attendees to arrive early.

“You do not need to register for this event,
but be sure to get there early so you can

) &
613,845,408 today

THURSDAY

0CT 15

5:00 - 7:00 PM

By Kelly Wise Valdes

W TOPGOLF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AWARENESS MONTH abuse said Chini.

e The second fund-

raiser, Get Tee'd Off
at Domestic Vio-
lence, will take place
~ Thursday, October
15, from 5-7 p.m. at
Topgolf, located at
10690 Palm River
Rd. in Tampa. The
event includes din-
ner, door prizes and
raffles. A full bay is
$499 and individual
tickets are available.

“Each bay allows
for six golfers. Each
golfer gets delicious
meal,” said Chini.
“We are hoping to see around 120 attend-
ees. We have been very successful in the
past and tickets sell fast for this event. Ev-
eryone has a great time!”

Sponsors include Anticus Engineering,
Ryan Companies, Hillsborough College HCC
Southshore, Chadwell Supply, Seacoast
Bank and A&A Mortgage.

"We are always looking for other spon-
sors, and also raffle prize sponsors,” he said.

Chini said the fundraisers help support the
organization's growing programs.

"These events are so important to ensure
we have the funds to support our shelter
residents,” said Chini. “"Without the help and
support of our community, we wouldn't be
able to provide the services we currently
provide. Over the past five years we have ex-
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ACEING AUTISM BRINGS INCLUSIVE
TENNIS CLINICS TO APOLLO BEACH

Families in the
Apollo Beach area
will soon have a new
opportunity to con-
nect, build skills and
enjoy the sport of
tennis through an
inclusive program
designed for children
and teens with au-
tism.

Experienced  Au-
tism Alliance (EAA)
is partnering with
ACEing Autism to
bring weekly ten-
nis clinics to Apollo
Beach Racquet Club
this fall. The six-week
program will take place on
Saturdays from Saturday,
October 10, through Sat-
urday, November 14, and is
designed to provide partici-
pants with a welcoming en-
vironment where they can
learn tennis skills, participate in games
and build confidence.

Clinics will be divided by age. Children
ages 5-13 will participate from 11 a.m.-
12 p.m., while participants ages 14 and
older will have a clinic from 12 Noon-1
p.m. The program will be held at Apol-
lo Beach Racquet Club, located at 6520
Richies Way in Apollo Beach.

The program costs $120, with an ear-
ly-bird discount available for families
who register by Thursday, September
10. The code, Early30, provides $30 off
the registration fee.

ACEing Autism also offers scholar-
ship opportunities to help make its pro-
grams accessible to families regardless
of financial circumstances. Funding op-

Supported By

The Apollo Beach
Racquet & Fitness Club

Staff Report

tions include
2 Self-Determina-

S, . .
e (U tion Funding or
<O

Scholarship Ac-
counts and the
ACEing Autism
Scholarship.

Founded in
2008 in Boston,
ACEing Autism
has grown into
a nationwide
program  serv-
ing more than
6,000 children
, with autism at

: approximately
%x 200 locations.

Its programs are
tailored to the individual
needs of each participant
and use tennis as a way to
promote connection, con-
fidence and community.

The Apollo Beach pro-
gram will also provide
opportunities for community members
to volunteer. Volunteers will help teach
tennis skills, lead games and encourage
participants. No previous tennis or au-
tism experience is required, and training
will be provided.

Volunteers can participate alongside
friends, gain leadership and teamwork
experience and make a difference in the
lives of local children and teens.

Families interested in registering for
the Apollo Beach program can learn
more about ACEing Autism and available
scholarship opportunities at https://ace-
ingautism.org/.

Questions about the Apollo Beach pro-
gram can also be directed to apollobe-
ach@aceingautism.org.

KOUCATION « ATHLETICS « COMMUNITY

Our After School Program offers
students a fun and structured

environment to learn, stay active,
and build friendships—right after
the school day ends!

2026-2027

% AFTER SCHOOL j&

LEARN. PLAY. GROW. _ &

Safe ] Active | Engaging | Affordable

Zék NEW ERAY
= OF DIVING

PROUD PARTNERSHIP WITH

Wi 1

HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY PUBLIC scHodRERIiNelgRe TerTe Eel e [PE TNl [=TgTolH g s ] o
5 Diving is excited to introduce a brand-new
competitive diving program designed for
athletes of all ages and experience levels. o

Offered at select elementary schools

Homework Time across Hillsborough County.

Quiet time to focus and
stay on track

—r -

WHOLE CHILD DEVELOPMENT

Qur program aligns with the Florida Afterschool
Standards for Quality Programs to support

the academic, social, emotional, and physical
growth of every child.

Physical Activity & Outdoor Play
Fresh air, active games, and
outdoor fun

Leading this exciting new chapter is Head Coach Anjel Clemente,
whose passion for athlete development, technical excellence, and
the sport of diving will help shape the future of High 5 Diving.

ENROLLNOW @

& highSinc.org/diving

Enrichment & Fun
STEM s, arts & crafts,
indoor and activities, and more!

Before School Care Available
at select schools

Start the day with structure

and support

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE

We proudly accept School Readiness.
Learn more at www.elchc.org.

®

games

SCAN TO LEARN MORE
& REGISTER TODAY!

highSinc.org/after-school

es@highSinc.org
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NEW HORIZONS PREPARES FOR
ANNUAL BBQ AND SILENT AUCTION

ONE DAY CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE:
CEOS INVITED INTO CLASSROOMS

By Marie Gilmore

Staff Report

New  Horizons [ connected
Group Homes will i with the Spe-
bring together cial Ministries
residents, families, 5 Department at
friends and com- S ., First  Baptist
munity supporters wass & Church Bran-
on Saturday, No- &8 don identified
vember 7, for its Fah @ 2 need for long-
annual BBQ and [SEs term  residen-

Silent Auction, the
organization's larg-
est fundraiser of
the year.

The event will take place from
11:30 am.-2:30 p.m. at Central

Baptist Christian School's gym- @ Home>

nasium, located at 402 E. Wind-

horst Rd. in Brandon. Tickets are $20 and
include a pulled-pork sandwich, macaroni
and cheese, baked beans, cake, iced tea and
water. BubbaQue's will cater the meal, while
D.J. Henry Kirk will provide entertainment.

The event also will feature a silent auc-
tion with a variety of items designed to fit a
range of budgets, along with a drawing for
one or two additional prizes. Drawing tickets
will be $5 each or five for $20.

Organizers encourage attendees to pur-
chase or reserve tickets by Sunday, Novem-
ber 1, to help provide an accurate count
for the catered meal. Tickets are available
through New Horizons board members,
Wayne Rees or the New Horizons office, lo-
cated at 109 E. Clay Ave. in Brandon. Walk-
ins also are welcome. Those who would like
to pick up tickets at the door can call New
Horizons at 813-571-2690.

Community members and businesses also
are encouraged to become sponsors of the
event by sending a check to the New Hori-
zons office and indicating that it is for the
barbecue.

New Horizons Group Homes was founded
in 1992 after parents, teachers and friends

tial opportuni-
ties for adults
| with develop-
mental disabilities.

The organization opened
\'@ its first home, the Mary Lou
Creamer Home, in 1999 with
six female residents. A second
home, the Alice Storms Home, opened in
2002 for men, followed by the Peter and
Brenda Watkins Home in 2017.

Today, New Horizons provides a fami-
ly-oriented, Christian living environment for
adults with special abilities. Its person-cen-
tered program supports residents in pursu-
ing individual goals based on their personal
choices and needs while encouraging inde-
pendence, dignity and participation in the
community.

Residents remain active through employ-
ment and day programs, bowling, church
and other activities. The organization's
homes are licensed as assisted living facili-
ties, and funding comes from resident pay-
ments, Medicaid Waiver services for quali-
fied residents, donations and fundraising.

The annual BBQ and Silent Auction helps
provide important financial support for New
Horizons while giving the community an op-
portunity to gather and celebrate the orga-
nization's residents and mission.

For more information or to reserve tick-
ets, call New Horizons at 813-571-2690. To
learn more about New Horizons, visit www.
newhorizonshomes.org.

ESCAPE TO THE
EXTRAORDINARY

TICKETS ON SALE NOW

Support your
Florida Orchestra today
FloridaOrchestra.org/donate

-

_— THE FLORIDA
ORCHESTRA

Michael Francis, Music Director

FloridaOrchestra.org | 727.892.3337

Tampa Bay
business leaders
are being invited
to trade their
offices for class-
rooms and expe-
rience firsthand
the impact they
can make on the
future  work-
force  through
the 2026 CEOs
in Schools: 1 Day
of Change pro-
gram.

The countywide volunteer initiative, pre-
sented by Vistra Communications and the
Hillsborough Education Foundation in part-
nership with Hillsborough County Public
Schools, encourages CEOs and other busi-
ness leaders to spend a day immersed in
the daily life of a local elementary school.
This year's official volunteer day is Friday,
November 6, though participants and their
assigned principals may coordinate another
date if needed.

The program was inspired by Vistra Com-
munications CEO Brian Butler's longtime
relationship with Mort Elementary School.
Butler once spent an entire day shadowing
former Principal Woodland Johnson, taking
on a variety of responsibilities that included
teaching, planning, serving lunch and more.

That firsthand experience gave Butler a
deeper understanding of the opportunities
and challenges facing public schools and in-
spired him to challenge other business lead-
ers to do the same.

Since then, Vistra's relationship with Mort
Elementary has continued to grow through
employee volunteerism, student visits to the
company's headquarters, teacher appre-
ciation events and other school initiatives.
The idea expanded into CEOs in Schools in

Tampa Bay business leaders will step into local classrooms on pa
Nou. 6 as part of the 2026 CEOs in Schools.

2019, and Vis-
tra partnered
with the Hill-
shorough Ed-
ucation Foun-
dation the
following year
to  continue
| growing the
initiative.

‘ Today, near-
ly 150 Tam-
Bay-area

CEQOs partici-
pate each year, gaining a unique perspective
on the work of educators and the experienc-
es of students while building relationships
with the schools helping prepare tomor-
row's workforce.

"Our schools are shaping tomorrow's
community members, future workforce and
leaders,” said Hillshorough Education Foun-
dation CEO Anna Corman. "We have a vest-
ed interest in their success.”

Participants may greet students, read in
classrooms, share their career experiences,
attend leadership or planning meetings, tour
school operations, have lunch with students
or teachers and observe classrooms in ac-
tion. Each visit is designed in collaboration
with the school principal, giving participants
an authentic ‘day in the life" experience.

Superintendent Van Ayres praised the
impact of the program, noting that even the
smallest moments can make a meaningful
difference in schools.

Business leaders interested in participat-
ing can reserve an available school online.
Schools are matched with CEOs, who then
work directly with the schools' principals to
plan their visits.

For more information or to reserve a
school, visit www.1dayofchange.com/ceos-
inschools/.
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Join us for our
Alzheimer’s Support Group for Caregivers

At Ambiance at Brandon, we understand the journey of caring for a loved one
with memory loss—and the importance of having support along the way.

We offer Dementia & Alzheimer’s Support Groups for care partners and
families in our community, providing connection, encouragement,
education, and understanding in a compassionate environment focused

on Creating the Best Day Possible.

Available both in person and virtually.

AMBIANCE AT BRANDON
Brandon, FL 33511

1320 Oakfield Drive
THIRD TUESDAY OF

EVERY MONTH AT 6:30 PM

FOURTH WEDNESDAY OF
EVERY MONTH AT 2:00 PM

Please call Jill at 813-607-6880.

alzheimer’s QY association
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[=]isy [m]
[
r
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Scan the QR code

to visit our Events
Page to learn more
about upcoming
support groups and
community events.

Creating the Best Day Pessible

Ambiance

at BRANDON
ASSISTED LIVING & MEMORY CARE

by Providence Senior Living

1320 Oakfield Drive // Brandon, FL 33511
813-607-6880 // Sales@ambiancebrandon.com

AmbianceBrandon.com
Assisted Living Facility #PENDING
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HABITAT HANDS KEYS TO TWO FAMILIES AT WINDHORST COMMONS

For two local
mothers, Tuesday
marked a milestone
that has been years
in the making. With
family, friends, vol-
unteers and com-
munity  partners
by their side, the
Wilson and Dodson
families  received
the keys to their
new homes at Hab-
itat for Humanity
of Tampa Bay Hill-
shorough's  Wind-
horst Commons neighbor-
hood in Brandon.
Vanscena Wilson's home
was made possible through
the support of Strategic
Property Partners (SPP),
while the Dodson fami-
ly's house next door was
built through Habitat's
annual CEO Build, which
brought together more
than 75 Tampa Bay CEOs,
executives and business
leaders who stepped away
from their offices and onto
the construction site earlier this year.
"Welcoming these single mothers into
their new homes is what makes this work
so rewarding. We are grateful to SPP, our
CEO Build participants, and everyone who
came together to celebrate this special
day,” said Tina Forcier, CEO of Habitat for
Humanity of Tampa Bay Hillsborough. “See-
ing their hard work and hope become a
place they can call home is what affordable
homeownership is all about.”
For Wilson, the dedication is a major
turning point for her family. She and her
7-year-old daughter, who is autistic, had

- ralli

been sharing a bed in their one-bedroom
apartment, and their new home will provide
the space, stability, and independence they
need.

“Rent is so high, and it can feel like you're
putting money toward something that will
never belong to you,” Wilson said. "Now
my daughter and I have a permanent place
that's ours. I'm so thankful to SPP and all
the volunteers who believed in us. This is a
dream come true.”

The day is doubly meaningful for SPP.
In addition to funding Wilson's home, the
company is also a top sponsor of Habitat's
CEO Build.

lntO

"As developers, we spend a lot of time
thinking about what it means to create
places where people can put down roots
and build their lives,” said Josh Taube, CEO
of Strategic Property Partners. "Our part-
nership with Habitat of Tampa Bay Hills-
borough gives us an opportunity to have a
very personal impact. Housing is a critical
building block of a strong community, and
we're proud to play a role in creating stable
homes where families can create memories,
grow together and build their futures.”

The annual CEO Build brings Tampa Bay's

Fun & thness ¥4

Staff Report

business communi-
ty together around
one of the region's
most pressing chal-
lenges: the need
for safe, affordable
housing.

“It's powerful to
see business leaders
roll up their sleeves
and work as a team
to build homes for

| families in need of
. affordable housing,”
- said John Beacham,
CEO of Toorak Capital Partners. "The CEO
Build is a great reminder that we can all
do something to help our community and
give families the opportunity to experi-
ence the security and pride that come
with owning your own home.”

Habitat homeowners also contrib-
ute sweat equity, putting in hundreds of
hours helping build their homes and mak-
ing an investment in their future. The two
homes are part of Windhorst Commons,
Habitat for Humanity of Tampa Bay Hill-
shorough's 23-home neighborhood in
Brandon, featuring hurricane-resilient
construction. The remaining homes in the
community are expected to be completed
by early 2027.

About Habitat for Humanity of Tampa

Bay Hillsborough

Habitat for Humanity of Tampa Bay Hill-
shorough builds and renovates homes in
partnership with people in need of decent,
affordable housing and has worked with
local homeowners and the community on
more than 650 homes since 1987 Habitat
affiliates around the world have helped
more than 62 million people build or im-
prove the places they call home.

For more information, visit the website at
www.HabitatHillsborough.org.

No Place lee Tth Place

_ ' ;Whether you re reachmg your ﬁtness goals g1v1ng -
- your children a safe place to learn and play or
L spending more quality time together you’ll find
gy ~everything you need to make this season your
e lhealthlest and happ1est yet

CAMPO FAMILY YMCA
813.684.1371

NORTH BRANDON
FAMILY YMCA
813.685.5402

SPURLINO FAMILY YMCA
AT BIG BEND ROAD
813.228.9622

YMCA CAMP CRISTINA
813.677.8400
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CIRQUE DREAMS HOLIDAZE RETURNS
TO RP FUNDING FOR ONE NIGHT

Staff Report
Both critics and

YOGA INSTRUCTOR HELPS
PEOPLE RECONNECT, REDUCE
STRESS AND FIND PEACE

By Mylena C. Ferman
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A NEW WONDERLAND SPECTACULAR

NOV. 19

Cirque Dreams Holidaze will captivate
audiences in Lakeland this holiday sea-
son with a brilliantly breathtaking holiday
spectacular for the entire family. As the
original cirque holiday theatrical event,
this nationally acclaimed annual tradi-
tion wraps a Broadway-style production
around awe-inspiring contemporary circus
arts.

On Christmas Eve, young Clara returns
home only to learn that a snowstorm may
keep her family from joining her. Just as
loneliness begins to settle in, two whim-
sical singers appear and whisk her away
into Holidaze, a fantastical world full of
color, wonder and breathtaking circus
acts. As she journeys through this magical
realm, Clara becomes part of the adven-
ture, forming unexpected friendships and
discovering her own courage.

Reimagined for 2026, Cirque Dreams
Holidaze features a world-renowned cast
of performers. The ensemble includes ae-
rial circus acts, sleight-of-hand jugglers,
fun-loving skippers, eye-popping acrobat-
ics and much more. With new music in-
cluding beloved holiday favorites sung live,
new sets, sparkling scenery and stunning
costumes, guests from children to seniors
will be on the edge of their seats as hol-
iday characters come to life on the most
magical of nights.

NAVIGATSER

ACADEMY

audiences alike
agree that Cirque
Dreams Holidaze is
a show for all ages

%

-9 AW m,[m;

?/,, | ¥ Y to enjoy where
families can make
. > - unforgettable mem-

® F27PIUNDING oriestogether.
3%‘ Cirque  Dreams
~ Holidaze will per-

form one show at
RP Funding Center, located at 701 W. Lime
St. in Lakeland, on Thursday, November
19, at 7 p.m. Tickets are available at the
RP Funding Center Box Office or by call-
ing 863-834-8111. Groups of 10 or more
may reserve tickets by contacting group.
sales@vstarentertainment.com. For more
information, visit www.cirquedreams.com.

Follow (@CirqueDreams and #cirque-
dreamsholidaze on Facebook, Instagram,
YouTube and TikTok.

About Cirque Dreams

The Cirque Dreams franchise is a globally
recognized entertainment brand that has
produced a wide array of live stage per-
formances for Broadway, casinos, theme
parks, resorts, cruise lines and theatrical
venues worldwide. Since 1993, millions of
people have experienced Cirque Dreams
productions across the globe. Combining
the world’s finest contemporary circus
artists with dynamic choreography and
whimsical storytelling, Cirque Dreams
productions have captured the hearts and
imaginations of both audiences and critics
alike. The Cirque Dreams franchise is pro-
duced by VStar Entertainment Group, a
leading entertainment company acquired
in 2018 by Cirque du Soleil Entertainment
Group. VStar has entertained millions of
families with more than 40,000 live per-
formances across 50-plus countries.

Jaclyn Peterson,
owner of Ascend
with Jaclyn, aims g
to help people re-

duce stress and
burnout  through
yoga. Peterson

leads trauma-sen-
sitive yoga class
es throughout the |
Greater Tampa Bay |
area and works ﬂ
with local businesses.

Her goal is to teach employ-
ees how yoga practices can
provide an outlet to trauma
and better work-life practices. |

“Yoga is for everybody, you
know?" Peterson said. “No
matter your physical state, ...
there is some type of yoga you
can do.”

Many people have anecdot-
ally claimed yoga to be a great
stress reducer.

However, a study done in India earlier this
year found that stock market investors who
participated in a 30-day yoga intervention
reported a reduction in perceived stress. An-
other yoga study, conducted in 2024, found
that the yoga participants showed improved
executive function, working memory and
processing speed.

Peterson would likely agree with such
findings. She claimed those who partici-
pated in her yoga classes reported similar
benefits, including better sleep, feelings of
calm, raised focus levels and less chronic
pain. Trauma sensitive yoga can also have an
additional benefit of allowing people to feel
in control of their own body again.

"When people have experienced trauma,

Dr. Ashley

... they walk
away with a
diminished
sense of
self and a
lot of times
they may
not even be
- aware that
8 they dont
Ly trust them-
selves  to
make deC|S|ons she said.

Peterson practiced yoga
after surviving an abusive
marriage and moving out
of state.

"The practice helped me
reconnect with myself and
slowly begin to rebuild my
y identity and rebuild my
self-worth,” Peterson said.

Currently, Peterson
hosts a weekly chair yoga
class at the Florida Blue Center in Sarasota.
She aims to do more business-to-business
work with employee wellness programs and
give back to the community with Communi-
ty Wellness Programs.

"It helps bring a balance and a sense of
peace that they need in their lives, as well,"”
Peterson said. "That's really my goal, to help
people find that peace and to activate that
parasympathetic nervous system.”

For more information about Ascend with
Jaclyn, please visit https://ascendwithjac-
lyn.com/, follow its Instagram (@ascend-
withjaclyn) or follow its Ascend with Jaclyn
Facebook page. Those interested in hav-
ing Peterson host a class may contact her
through the contact page on her website or
via email at ascendwithjaclyn@gmail.com.

Carlson

K- 8TH TUITION
FREE PUBLIC
CHARTER SCHOOL

NOW ENROLLING
26-27

Leader in Me School
1to 1 Apple Technology
® S.MAR.T. Curriculum

m Before/After Care

(813) 603-9340

m Science and Engineering NAVIGATORACADEMYVALRICO.COM

o LUNCH SPECIALS
1/ 2 Off 10 /0 OFF EVERY DAY
Appetizer with ENTIRE Purcnase FAMILY MEAL
any dinner entree. SPECIALS
Friday & Saturday $49.95
6pm-Close Take Out & Delivery
Dine In ONLY Re

Note Available For To Go

813-643-7777
Only valid with regular menu.
With this coupon. Must present
before submitting payment.
Before tax. One coupon per visit.
Not valid with other offers.

La Septima afe

702 W Lumsden Rd. Brandon
Not Valid with any other discounts,
promotions or coupons. No Cash Value.

10288 Causeway Blvd

Acupuncture Physician

Private room consultation & treatment

Services Offered:
Acupuncture | Cupping | Injection Therapy
Vitamin Injections | Herbal Consult

Conditions Treated:
Chronic Pain | Sciatica | Sports Injury | Tendonitis
Digestive Issues | Heartburn | Headaches
Migraines | IBS | Nausea | Vomiting | And Many More!

If you don’t see your condition listed let’s connect and see what acupuncture can do for you.

You're just a poke away from halanced heaith!
813.535.0693 | FloatingSpringsacu.com

500 Vonderburg Dr. 214C West

Happy Hour
Thursdays 4 - 6 pm

$5 Classic
Shakes

10% OFF
ENTIRE Purchase

Buy One Get One

FREE
TUShak Smoothies
'% BETTER BLEND
=T FACTORY " Sunflower Gafe 955 E Brandon Blvd
813-65_3“8“' (Next to BubbaQue’s)

Only valid with regular menu. Valid at Better Blend -

10446 Stelli ngDr. With this coupon. Must present before Brandon only. Must present coupon.
. . brmitti : Bof Equal or lesser value. Limit one coupon
Riverview submitting payment. Before tax. per visit. Cannot be combined with

One coupon per visit. Not valid with
other offers.

other offers. No cash value.

(inthe Mission BBQ plaza) Excludes third-party delivery.
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FROM SPELLS TO SCARE ZONES: GUIDE TO FUN AREA EVENTS FOR ALL

Mickey’s Not-So-Scary Halloween
Party

Get your favorite costume ready and
come and collect candies and treats while
Magic Kingdom park thrills and chills you
with eerie entertainment, delightful attrac-
tions and some beloved Disney characters
in Mickey's Not-So-Scary Halloween Party.
Watch three sinister sisters bewitch and
bedazzle in the Hocus Pocus Villain Spelltac-
ular, boogie down with friends from Disney
Junior shows at Disney Moonlight Melodies
and finish the evening watching Disney's
Not-So-Spooky-Spectacular, a wickedly wild
fireworks display hosted by Jack Skellington.
This frightfully fun experience runs on select
nights through Saturday, October 31. Tickets
can be purchased at https://disneyworld.
disney.go.com/; please review the dress code
and costume guidelines before attending.

Howl-O-Scream At Busch Gardens

Busch Gardens’ Howl-O-Scream returns
in full force, taking over the entire park with
haunted houses, scare zones, sinister shows
and more. Unspeakable horror lives in every
dark corner, including on Busch Gardens'
pulse-pounding thrill rides. Howl-0O-Scream
is bringing fear to the next level, and once
you're in there's nothing you can do about it.
This event is intended for mature audiences

SENIOR

powered by

qGH

HOWL-D-SCRERY

greenbrook medical

and contains adult content; costumes are not
allowed. Tickets can be purchased at https://
buschgardenstampa.com/. The event runs on
select nights until Saturday, October 31.

Friends Of The Tampa

Riverwalk Trick Or Treat

The free Riverwalk Trick or Treat event
returns on Saturday, October 24, from 4-9
p.m. Dress up in a costume and then trick-or-
treat along the Tampa Riverwalk and enjoy
the family-friendly fun activities. There will
be over 50 stations to enjoy throughout the
route with trick-or-treat bags available from
Catanchobee Park, located at 601 Old Water
St. in Tampa, while supplies last. There will
also be a costume contest at Catanchobee
Park at 5 p.m. and a movie on the lawn start-
ing at 7:15 p.m.

Creatures Of The Night At

ZooTampa

Join Tampa Bay's number one family Hal-
loween event, Creatures of the Night, at
ZooTampa for a night of eerie family frights.
Ghouls and goblins of all ages can enjoy howl-
ing outdoor experiences, spooky characters,
creepy culinary treats and much more. This
year's event features a colossal adventure,
Mesozoic Mayhem,

Tickets are available at https://zootampa.
org/.

CENTER

SATURDAY, OCT. 24
n’::o

Haunted Woods Events At

Hillsborough River State Park

Are you ready to face your worst night-
mare? Haunted Woods at Hillsborough River
State Park is where your nightmares become
alive. As night falls, the woods come to life
and turn into pure terror. Brave the Scare
Trail — Beyond the Grave — where the un-
dead are clocking in. This is recommended
for children over 12 years of age and will
take place from 7-10 p.m. at Hillsborough
River State Park, located at 15402 U.S. 301
in Thonotosassa, on Friday and Saturday, Oc-
tober 16-17. For a more family-friendly event,
bring younger children to the Beyond the
Grave Kids Trail event, which runs from 3-6
p.m. only. This is a cash-only event.

Tall Tales Of Old Florida

Explore Tampa's 19th-century living history
museum, Cracker Country, by lantern at night
in its Tall Tales of Old Florida event. Along the
way, storytellers will spin wild yarns about
Florida's unexplained oddities, including
skunk apes, misbehaving trains, cow-hunting
giants and more. A little bit scary, a little bit
funny and always family-friendly. After your
tour, enjoy a festive snack and drink, which
are included in your admission. Tall Tales of
Old Florida will be held at Cracker Country
on the Florida State Fairgrounds, located
at 4800 U.S. 301 in Tampa, on Saturday,
October 24, from 7-10:30 p.m. Visit www.
crackercountry.org to purchase your tickets

By Jenny Benneitt

(advance purchase is required) and select the
start time of your tour, which will last about
an hour. This event is not recommended for
children under 6 years of age.

Boo Bash Bingo

Boo Bash Bingo returns to New Hope
Church on Thursday, October 29, starting
with light bites at 6 p.m.,, followed by bingo at
6:45 p.m. Dress up in your favorite Halloween
costume (if you want to) and join Brandon
Juniors for a fun night of 10 rounds of bingo,
in which you can win your choice from a se-
lection of designer handbags, including Kate
Spade, Michael Kors, Coach and more. Along
with bingo, there will be raffle baskets, silent
auction items and a 50/50 drawing. Contact
treasurebjwc3509@gmail.com.

A Night At The Museum

For 15 years, A Night at the Museum has
brought the community together for a fam-
ily-friendly Halloween celebration at the
Tampa Bay History Center. This year's event
will take place on Saturday, October 24, from
2-6:30 p.m. at the Tampa Bay History Center,
located at 801 Water St. in Tampa.

With 15 trick-or-treat stations to explore,
photo opportunities with favorite characters,
a costume contest and hands-on activities.

Timed entry begins at 2 p.m., with tick-
ets available in 15-minute intervals through
5 p.m. The celebration continues until 6:30
p.m., Visit its website at https://tampabay-
historycenter.org/ to purchase tickets.

Call (813) 725-1904 to learn more.

A New Standard of Senior Care.

We’'re senior primary group
designed exclusively for Medicare
Advantage patients, backed by
Tampa General Hospital and

powered by Greenbrook Medical,
two of the most trusted names
in local healthcare.

Scanto
learn more
or schedule
a meet &
greet!

Now Accepting UnitedHealthcare MA Plans!

Meet our newest PCP,
Dr. Brandon Novatko!
TGH Senior Center of Brandon

Known for his clinical
excellence and
compassion, Dr.
Novatko is a Marine
Corps sniper and
Purple Heart recipient
who brings life
experience and a
commitment to service

to his patient care.




Brandon/Winthrop Edition

Sponsored by:

SERVER

YOourR COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER

Edited by:

Freedom Power
Celebrates Five
Years of Home En-

ergy Solutions

The Brandon Riverview
Chamber of Commerce
(BRCC) recently celebrat-
ed Freedom Power's five-
year anniversary serving
the Brandon and Greater :
Tampa Bay area with a ¢ 5%
special Ribbon Cutting
Ceremony.

Freedom Power is a whole-home energy
provider specializing in solar power, battery
storage, and Generac whole-home backup
generators. Backed by nearly two decades
of industry experience, the company works
with homeowners to provide energy solu-
tions designed to reduce energy costs and
increase reliability during power outages.
Freedom Power also offers financing options,
including qualifying zero-down solar solu-
tions, as well as long-term customer support.

Fred Astaire Dance Studios Relo-

cates To New Location

Fred Astaire Dance Studios - Brandon has
relocated to a new, beautiful location at 1072
E. Brandon Blvd. in Brandon, in the same pla-
za. Enjoy a new dance floor and the same fun
atmosphere everyone knows and loves. Come
celebrate almost 16 years of sharing the joy
of dance with Brandon and the surrounding
communities with a special open house event
featuring Tony Dovolani from Dancing with
the Stars. There will be food and drinks, free
group classes, professional performances
and lots of social dancing. Life is better when

J)ANCE STI

&X\EBED ASTA”%E

\
\

\OPENHOUSE

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 23

you dance at Fred Astaire Dance Studios!

Visit its website at www.fredastaire.com/
brandon to find out more about the dance
classes offered.

Hillsborough College Career Re-

source Center to Host Fall Job Fairs

Hillsborough College’s (HC) Career Re-
source Center will be hosting three job fair
events on Wednesday, Sept. 23, Wednesday,
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to 1 p.m. on the Dale Mabry Campus Quad,
located at 4001 W. Tampa Bay Blvd., Tampa,
FL 33614. These events are free and open to
the public.

Job seekers will have the opportunity to
connect with hiring managers from Busch
Gardens, Child Care Careers, Florida Depart-
ment of Transportation, Hillshorough County
Schools, Kelly Education, Protential Sports
and other employers, with additional partici-
pants to be confirmed.

For more information about the events,
HC students can log in to Handshake using
their HawkMail account at app.joinhand-
shake.com. Members of the public can use
their personal email addresses to create an
account and access event information.

The Dale Mabry Campus Career Resource
Center can also be contacted directly via
email at dmcareer@hccfledu or phone at
813.253.7310.

Visit hefl.edu/accreditation for more infor-
mation.
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Oct. 14 and Wednesday, Nov. 18 from 11 a.m.

To Submit Business News

& Press Releases Mail Attn:
Business Editor,

2109 Lithia Pinecrest Rd.,
Valrico, FL 33596

Fax 657-4469 | Email:
jbennett@ospreyobserver.com
Deadline: 15th of each month.

AT Kingdom Pet

&= Hospital Celebrates
One Year With
Ribbon Cutting

Ceremony

The Brandon Riverview
Chamber of Commerce
(BRCC) recently joined
X Chamber members, com-
munity leaders, clients,
.« friends, and supporters
to celebrate the one-year
anniversary of BRCC
President Amber Aaron
welcomed those in at-
tendance and introduced
Kingdom Pet Hospital owners Dr. Jenese
Williams and Michael Williams, who shared
the story behind the locally owned veterinary
hospital and their commitment to providing
compassionate, personalized veterinary care
to pets and families throughout Riverview,
Brandon, Gibsonton, and Founded by Dr. Je-
nese Williams, Kingdom Pet Hospital was
created with a mission to provide exception-
al veterinary medicine in a welcoming envi-
ronment where pets and the people who love
them are treated like family.

Kingdom Pet Hospital provides compre-
hensive veterinary services, including well-
ness and preventive medicine, sick-pet care,
surgery, dentistry, diagnostic imaging and
laboratory services, hospitalization, and in-
home veterinary care. The hospital is com-
mitted to developing lasting relationships
with local families and supporting the com-
munity it serves. The hospital is located at
9740 Bayard Brk Ct, Gibsonton. Visit http://
kingdompethospital.com.

=

in Tampa Bay

it could be a sign of vascular

the things you love.

Vascular Experts

When each return brings more
soreness in your feet and legs,

problems. The vascular experts
at AdventHealth are here to help
rebuild your strength, so you can
swing freely with energy to do

Clear the Way for
Easier Rallies

INTERSOCIETAL

ACCREDITATION
COMMISSION

Request an appointment today.
FloridaVascularExperts.com

AdventHealth

Pepin Heart Institute

A part of AdventHealth Tampa
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55+ LIVING

ADULT

MADE FOR YOU ‘G

BRI -- : WATER COMFORT. CONVENIENCE. COMMUNITY.
LANDING — RIVERVIEW, FL

Bridgewater Landing offers a
welcoming 55+ community
where comfort and convenience
come together.

Thoughitful Features.

EVERYDAY COMFORT.

FULL SIZE 1&2
WASHER & O WATER BEDROOM COD ACTIVE 55+ CONVENIENTLY
DRYER INCLUDED OPTIONS (")) COMMUNITY LOCATED IN

IN EVERY HOME AVAILABLE RIVERVIEW, FL

SCHEDULE YOUR TOUR e 813-934-2204 ComforT. /WW} (Conneclion.

and discover your new home bridgewaterlandings.com @

at Bridgewater Landing! 4. 5790 Stockport St #102

L Live the lifestyle you deserve. EQUAL HOUSING
Riverview, FL 33578 OPPORTUNITY

SUNRISE HOMES i

butlding a brighter tomorrow

Lake Toscana

Now left.
$50,000 off your = e
design selections® sl

1/2 acre lots, semi-custom = ; — =

— =  ————

homes, lake or conservation §
views on every lot

813-934-2206

Visit Our Model Home |
5333 Lake Venice Dr Wimauma,
FL 33598
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WE DONT JUST LIST HOMES. WE SELL THEM.

Strotegey tnt sdls. Serviee that shws i
THE #1 RESIDENTIAL RESALE AGENT IN LITHIA,

VALRICO & HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY

16303 DUNLINDALE DR 12962 STEEDTRACELOOP 2202 LONGMORE CIR 408 HAWK TALON DR
6BR/6BA/3CAR + OFFICE + BONUS + 5BR/4.5BA/3CAR + BONUS + DEN 5BR/4BA/3CAR + POOL 5BR/5BA/3CAR + OFFICE + RV GARAGE +
WINE CELLAR + POOL/SPA + $747,500 $615,000 POOL/SPA
0 UT?10855K(|)B((:)H EN $1,425,000

14014 SWALLOW HILL DR | 3810 TURKEY OAK DR 1224 RAINBROOK CIR 6209 GANNETDALE DR

2BR/2.5BA/3CAR + DEN + GATED 4BR/3BA/3CAR + OFFICE + POOL/SPA + 4BR/2.5BA/2CAR + POOL + POND VIEWS 4BR/2BA/2CAR + SCREENED PATIO +
COMMUNITY OUTDOOR KITCHEN $525,000 FENCED YARD

$500,000 $699,999 $450,000

.eﬁ‘ ¥ e Vo : o o Y = & ."x ; - - o o i s ::" :r;"...,'h.v.. < e 4 PRy
5602 ROCKFIELD LOOP 4822 PORTOBELLO CIR 6073 SANDHILL RIDGE DR 2512 WRENCREST CIR
3BR/2BA/2CAR + POOL + CORNER LOT 5BR/3BA/2CAR + POOL 2BR/2BA/2CAR + DEN + SCREENED LANAI 3BR/2BA/2CAR + FENCED YARD
$439,900 $514,900 $345,000 $350,000

111 ALAFIA ESTATES LN g 3530 FOX SQUIRREL LN 3512 CORDGRASS DR 6135 CHURCHSIDE DR

BBR/3BA/3CAR + OFFICE +5.11 ACRES 3BR/2BA/2CAR + POOL/SPA 4BR/3BA/2CAR + POOL 5BR/3.5BA/3CAR -+ OFFICE + PRIVATE
000 §539,900 §549,000 AI;ARTMENT
650,000

DELIVERING RESULTS YEAR AFTER YIEAR

Direct: 813-924-8677
Office: 813-655-5333
Brenda@BrendaWade.com

BRENDA WADE www.BrendaWade.com

KELLER WILLIAMS SOUTH TAMPA

Top Producer

2002-2025 1709 Bloomingdale Ave, Valrico, FL 33596




