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As Singapore marks its 60th year of independence,
we honour the generations who have built this nation
through unity, ingenuity, and resilience. SG60 is not
just a celebration of how far we’ve come—it’s also a
call to action: to continue building a more inclusive,
innovative, and sustainable Singapore together.

It is in this spirit that we at the Singapore Land
Authority (SLA) embrace the challenge of turning
constraints into possibilities. While Singapore may be
bounded by limited land, our capacity for innovation
and transformation knows no bounds.

As our world becomes increasingly unpredictable and
challenges grow ever more complex, it is crucial—now
more than ever—that we pause to reconsider how we
think, work, act, and engage with our stakeholders.

The Brown Bag sessions were a series of lunchtime
conversations initiated to exemplify how curiosity
and collaboration can spark meaningful dialogue and
inspire new ideas.

In 2021, as the effects of the pandemic continued

to reverberate through the lives of individuals and
across organisations and governments, we found
ourselves asking, “How can we gain a real sense of
what is happening on the ground¢ How do we stay
attuned to emerging trends¢ How can we be inspired
to generate new ideas in optimising spaces, beyond
purely economic usese”

One way, we believed, was by bringing together
individuals from diverse backgrounds, industries, and
areas of expertise to share their stories, thought
processes, experiences, and lessons. And this was how
SLA’s Brown Bag sessions began.

In July 2021, we held our inaugural session with Mr
Wee Teng Wen from the Lo & Behold Group. Since
then, we have had the privilege of hosting over 20
speakers, primarily from the private sector, who
shared their stories of resilience, entrepreneurship,
and sustainability.

From sports to finance to logistics to fashion to
hospitality and entertainment, these conversations
have been a wellspring of learning for all of us at SLA.
And this book, Think Unlimited, extends that spirit
outward—to our fellow Singaporeans today, and for
generations to come.

At SLA, we are committed to shaping
and stewarding Singapore’s land

and geospatial resources not just

with technical excellence, but with
imagination and purpose. \We aim to
engage, co-create, and evolve alongside
the people we serve by tapping into the
collective talents of our community and
embracing a mindset of possibility—
realising a vision of space that is not
just physical, but filled with potential.

As we reflect on our shared journey and look toward
the future, we hope this compilation of stories will
serve as a beacon of hope and inspiration for us all to
always Think Unlimited.



This publication is a
collaborative effort between
SLA and our distinguished
speakers, all of whom generously
contributed their time and effort
on a pro bono basis.

All speakers featured in this
publication were from the
private sector when their
respective sessions took place
between 2021 and 2024.

The content reflects their
Brown Bag session, and each

story features them
photographed against a State
property that best resonates
with their professional domain or
personal narrative. The mState
properties managed by SLA in
this publication are highlighted
in colour and with a square.

We extend our warmest
gratitude to all the speakers
who have participated in

these conversations, embraced
this project, and shared

their wisdom.
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The Singapore Land Authority (SLA) is a statutory board under the
Ministry of Law. Formed on 1 June 2001, our mission is to ensure
effective use of land resources and data for the economic and social
development of Singapore.

Our vision Limited Land e Unlimited Space is a creative paradox that
aptly highlights our nation’s constraints and SLA’s commitment in
addressing them. The word ‘Space’ is multi-dimensional, encompassing
realms from the physical to the digital. ‘Unlimited’ represents the extent
of our commitment in our quest for solutions and innovations that will
contribute to the economic and social development of Singapore.

State Land and Properties

SLA manages about 11,000 hectares of State land and about 2,600
State properties, which are used for residential, commercial, social and
community purposes. Through the careful planning and execution of
interim uses for State properties under our management, SLA is able
to maximise the use of vacant State land and properties in creative
and innovative ways to support our nation’s evolving economic and
social needs.

Geospatial

SLA drives the use and development of geospatial information and
technology by fostering a national collaborative environment that
encourages innovation, knowledge sharing and value creation among
public agencies, private enterprises and the community.

Regulatory

SLA is the national land registration and land survey authority and is
responsible for maintaining accurate and reliable land ownership and
land boundary systems.



Eric is photographed in Singapore’s
oldest electric lift, its original carriage
still intact, at I KADA—a creative
lifestyle and wellness hub that occupies
the former St. Andrew’s Mission
Hospital, at 5 Kadayanallur Street.
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The Combo
Specialist, with a
Signature Dish:

. ' 4
Eric Sim on redefining
what building a
career means, one
small action at a time
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Eric Sim is not your typical working professional. He is, and has been,
many things—engineer, banker, educator, coach, author, speaker, and
influencer. And at 55 years of age, this is just the beginning. If you
think this is because he might have more resources or more privilege
than the next guy, you are wrong. Eric is simply hungrier. Through
the years, his passion for learning, his belief in working hard, his
embrace of failure, and his relentless pursuit of self-improvement
never wavered.

“At 40, 50, 60, you can still do a lot! In my younger days, | built my

foundation, | explored different fields, accumulated knowledge and
developed skills. Now | connect the dots and carve out new niches
for myself.”

When he was in primary school, Eric began helping his father sell
prawn noodles on weekends and school holidays, and this lasted up
until he was in university. Being the eldest and only son in a family

Eric’s father at his prawn noodle stall.

of five, he felt it was his duty to help out and did everything from For over 30 years, his father woke up at
washing the dishes to taking orders and cooking. If all this taught 5am daily, resting only on the first day
him one thing, it was that he would need to study and work hard to 0{ ?hh‘”'isﬁ New Yteﬂ:: Eric he'ged h'mf
achieve more. He managed to secure a place in Engineering at the Al e Sl Ub Uit Nis secone yeer o

university, learning some of the skills
National University of Singapore (NUS) and often jokes that no one that serva him even today.

would have guessed this, given that he failed mathematics in school
and spoke a mixture of English and Hokkien. Today, he has over 2.8
million followers on LinkedIn, hailing from all over the world.

How did Eric get here¢ He shares some of his ingredients
for success.

43



Eric’'s Combo Meal

Interest
Programming

Secondary
Specialisation

Finance
Core
Specialisation

Engineering

Underweight and lacking social skills
in his teenage years, Eric struggled
with an inferiority complex. He
admitted that he didn't have the
courage to take bold actions. Though
he once dreamed of becoming an
architect, he never pursued it.
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BE ACOMBO Although Eric’s degree was in engineering, he
SPECIALIST started his career in finance, spending 20 years in

the industry and eventually rising to the position
of Managing Director at UBS. In banking, he combined engineering
with finance. He knew, even then, that in today’s ever-changing world,
the specialist-versus-generalist debate is becoming irrelevant and that
being able to combine different disciplines to offer something unique is
the way forward.

With this, Eric came up with the idea of a “combo specialist” and
explained it with the “combo meal” analogy. This “combo meal” includes
your core specialisation (the burger), your secondary specialisation
(the fries), and your interest (the drink). Back then, for Eric, these
were engineering, finance and programming, respectively. Today, he
says his “burger” is being an author, his “fries” are his teaching career
and life skills, and his “drink” is landscape design.

“If you’re a generalist, you cannot command a
premium because you can be easily replaced. If
you’re a one-dimensional specialist, when your
industry gets disrupted, you can get displaced.
So what | recommend is to be a combo specialist.”

CREATE YOUR Next, Eric says that being a combo specialist is

SIGNATURE DISH not enough. It’s also important to have a signature
dish, and he explains this using the example of

a Michelin-starred French restaurant. Its signature dish is a silky-

smooth, buttery mashed potato. Customers get it for free with any

main course. So how does the restaurant make money? Red wine.

“Every good restaurant has a signature dish. The signature dish
attracts you to come. But the restaurant makes money from other
more expensive dishes and drinks.”

Eric’s signature dish was photography, and this was how he managed
to clinch the opportunities he wanted. He also emphasises that the
signature dish should be a skill that can be acquired relatively easily
and will be useful to many people.

“When | was working for Citi, | took up photography. So whenever
there were client events, I'd volunteer to take photos. | kept doing
that. In 2005, | saw China liberalising its financial sector. So | called the
Head of Sales in China and said to them, ‘I've conducted training for
your staff and clients, and I've taken photos for several of your events.
Can | come and work for you¢’ He said yes. Within two weeks, | was
transferred from the Singapore office to the Shanghai office.”

WORK ON YOUR Focusing on one’s strengths is easy, but
WEAKNESSES confronting our weaknesses—the uncomfortable,

lesser-developed, and not-so-desirable parts of
ourselves—requires far more courage and effort. Needless to say, Eric
has never been one to shy away from this, taking active steps to face
his fears since he was young.

“I have a very long horizon when | want to address my weaknesses.

I've got stage fright. So when | was in NUS, | started looking for
opportunities to stand on stage. | asked a school dance choreographer
to let me stand behind his dancers on stage. He agreed. All | needed

to do was to open a red umbrella twice during the dance routine. That
small step is the reason | was able to give a TEDx talk 20 years later.”

And the key to that, he says, is to find the edge of the discomfort
zone—the zone where something is slightly uncomfortable but doable.
And then keep doing it.



“I'm patient. So I'll divide big tasks into very, very small steps. And | keep
doing them. Every time there’s an opportunity, I'll do it.”

Apart from facing his weaknesses, Eric believes that there are also
ways to capitalise on them, transforming them into strengths.

“l try to take advantage of my weaknesses. | also failed English in
school. | remember for Literature, | got 28 out of 100. So on social
media, | write in simple, short sentences and use photos to tell stories.
It worked! This is why | am able to connect with people whose English
is not their native language. Your weakness is your uniqueness.”
Bevourownceo  Often, employees may feel they do not have much
autonomy. Eric turns this limiting belief on its head,
reframing the approach to work: it doesn’t matter
what you do or where you work; there are always ways to gain a sense
of autonomy.

“When | worked for UBS, | didn’t think of UBS as
my employer. | think of myself as the CEO of Eric
Sim Consulting Company, offering my services
to UBS. And UBS is not paying me a salary but a
consulting fee.”

Being your own CEO also means fully embodying the role, even if it
means paying out of your pocket.

“I buy my own chair. This chair down here is a Herman Miller. It was
given to me and cost $1,000. Looks nice, but | don’t use it; it’s too
big for me. Instead, | use my own chair, only $200. I'll take it with me
whenever | change office location.”

Next, Eric says that a big part of the CEO mindset is taking
responsibility for one’s own learning and trajectory. He recalls how,
when he was working in risk management, his insurance agent told him
about a company boot camp in Johor Bahru, Malaysia. Even though
Eric was not from insurance or the company, he took five days off
from work, paid out of his pocket, and joined what would become one
of the most life-changing events he has ever experienced. He recalls
the intense dawn-to-dusk trainings, repeating mantras like ‘For things
to change, | must change first’ and singing motivational songs like ‘|
Believe | Can Fly’.

LEFT

In the late '90s, Eric attended a job
interview at a bank in London wearing
an oversized jacket from Oxfam—

so large he joked he could “easily
hide a chicken” in it—paired with
mismatched trousers. Surrounded by
impeccably dressed British bankers,
he immediately realised he didn't fit in
and was rejected within 20 minutes.

That experience taught him a lasting
lesson: the power of making a strong
first impression.

“l once wrote 2 LinkedIn articles about
a Singapore street food vendor who
won a Michelin star, differing only in
the first sentence. One began with
‘Congratulations to Mr Chan Hon Meng,
who was awarded one Michelin star for
his chicken noodles.’ The other began
with ‘For 30 years, he’s worked 100
hours a week; in the last 8 years, he's
been selling chicken noodles for less
than US$2 a plate.’ The first got 700
likes—decent for LinkedIn. The second?
Over 90,000. A strong opening makes
all the difference!”
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Writing on LinkedIn has opened doors
for Eric to speak internationally. His
stories have been featured by media
such as Business Insider, Fortune

and South China Morning Post. He
also makes it a point to visit LinkedIn
offices when he travels, and has been
to the ones in London (pictured),
California, Hong Kong, Beijing and
Mumbai.

RIGHT

Growing up in a low-income family,
Eric knew that the only way to
advance was to study. Although he
studied hard, he still failed English,
Literature and Math in secondary
school. His parents comforted him
by telling him he could take over
the noodle stall if he didn’'t make it
in school.

46 THINK UNLIMITED

“I was so glad | went for it. After the training, | learnt how to handle
rejections and face the difficulties in life. Everything was possible! If
employees are willing to pay for their own training, | hope employers
can give them some days off.”

TELLYOUR

In a world where we are increasingly bombarded
OWN STORY

by a surfeit of content and distractions, it is more
vital now than ever that we remain the authors of
our own book and tell our own stories. And for Eric, his story is one
about being the most improved player.

“The most important story is the one that you tell
yourself. And one story | love to tell is MVP (Most
Valuable Player) versus MIP (Most Improved
Player). In investment banking, if | want to be a
MVP, | can never win. Because | don’t have the
family connections, the network, or the social
skills that others have. But how about becoming
the MIP2 When | frame it that way, it’s a mindset
change; | can freely share my failures, my hawker
stories. And it resonated with clients, because a lot
of them also start from the bottom.”

This new narrative instantly bolstered Eric’s self-esteem. He owned his
story, and this confidence propelled him to achieve more.

Another aspect of telling one’s story well, Eric says, is about having a
consistent personal brand. And this can start with something as simple
as colour. Having always loved the colour orange, he injects it into
everything—from how he accessorises his outfit and the colour of his
business card to his company’s logo and the pen he uses. And not just
any orange, but one with the colour code #ff6600.

RECORD OF MARKS
Class: Sec..,.i e AM. [P M-
Age on 1st Jan._ /4 yrs... [ __ mths. p:
School Fees Payable/Free Authority No._ f /-
Basis of Eligibility for Paying Rate of School Fees < &

MARES OBTAINED !

Year 1954 ..

st | 2nd, Mid-year | Final Term | Year's Average
Semester Grade
SUBJECTS S&M;Iﬂ'll e Bum | Eam | Mk % |
e [ 709 trm,| 30| 509 | 102
English Language To-| 70| /50 | 220 | &1 .| Z€

Literature | 30l {3-5 28 .0 | Fq

MalspcChinese/Famil | 7. 7./ | 20/ 345 | é9.0| 83
Other Lang. as a 2nd Lang. ( ) | | 8
Oral English '

“I've always liked the colour orange, and over time it's become a
consistent part of my personal brand. | would order dozens of orange-
coloured Pilot ballpoint pens with my email address printed on them,
which | would give to clients if they forget to bring their pens to
meetings.”
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Leading Your Career to Big Success

Published on 25 November 2021,

Small Actions: Leodlng Your Career

to Big Success is Eric’s first book.

It features 66 stories filled with

ﬁersonol anecdotes, aimed at
elping individuals improve their

lives and careers.

Eric envisioned a book cover that
seamlessly integrated the image of
a Iodder, with an emphosis on the
words “Small Actions” to create a
strong visual impact. This distinctive
design helped the book stand out
among competing thumbnails
online.

The book took Eric 9 months to
write. It has since been translated
into Simplified Chinese, Traditional
Chinese, and Bahasa Indonesia, and
has sold over 20,000 copies.

RIGHT
Rejection letter from Princeton
University.
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REVEAL YOUR Eric is no stranger to failure. In fact, he is so used
FAILURES to them that he wears them proudly on his sleeve.

From failing subjects in school and facing rejection
from job applications in London to being turned down by Singapore
Airlines and Princeton University, Eric has learnt to turn setbacks into
powerful sources of motivation.

During the 1997 Asian financial crisis, Eric spent six months
unemployed after graduating with a master’s degree. He eventually
secured a job at Standard Chartered Bank—though it was not his
ideal job. But there, he met his then-boss, Prasanna Thombre, whose
unwavering belief in him gave him the confidence to launch his 20-year
international banking career.

“I'm used to failing because | failed so many times. When | do things, |
don’t expect to be successful, but | still try.”

Not only do these failures spur him on to do better, but they also help
him build rapport and connect with people on a deeper level.

“On social media, people show you the
best parts of their lives. It makes you
believe that everybody’s life is great
except yours. | reveal my failures to
counterbalance that, to show my
followers the reality. Life has its ups
and downs, twists and turns.”

Eric recalls that in 2000, he applied to a PhD programme at Princeton
University. His heart sank when he saw the words “Unfortunately, we
cannot offer you admission at this time” on his letter. However, Eric
still managed to become an Adjunct Associate Professor at The Hong
Kong University of Science and Technology in 2016 by leveraging his
banking experience.

March 1, 2000

THE CENTENNIAL OF THE GRADUATE SCHOOL

Mr. Eric 8im Princeton University

Singapore

Dear Mr. Sim:

Your application for admission to Princeton lmihdi‘aitsr has been
reviewed in the Graduate School and by the appropriate academic
department. Unfortunately, we cannot offer you admission at this time.
Your application, however, suggests that you could do well as a graduate
student and we would like to reserve a final decision until a later
time. We have therefore placed your name on a waiting list.

“My goals may be fixed. But my plan to achieve my goals is flexible. Find
different ways.”

One thing to be mindful of, he says, when it comes to revealing
failures, is to share your scars and not your wounds. This distinction is
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important, as it protects one from potentially being hurt.

“You can share your scars—the failures you’ve already recovered
from—but don’t share your wounds publicly if you're still in pain. Some
might use them against you to hurt you further.”

Eric’s vulnerability in showing himself to the world, along with his
insatiable thirst for learning, ability to turn challenges and weaknesses
into positives, and courage to blaze his own trail, demonstrate an
indefatigable spirit—one that fuels not just his career, but life.

“| have a thick folder full of certificates—/I’ll learn
anything. From graphic design and video editing

to gardening and positive psychology, I've taken
countless courses. | started with technical skills
like C++, photography, and design, which seemed
unrelated to my engineering and banking career.
But now, they’re proving useful-whether it’s photo
editing for LinkedIn or designing my book.”

With no signs of slowing down, who knows what special dish Eric will
be whipping up next?



Eric Sim
Note to my 22-year-old self
To: SLA, Singaporeans CC: Me

Eric, at 22, you can do a lot more than you think. In the next few years, you may feel a little lost, but you can
still lead an interesting life. | hope these tips offer you some direction. Enjoy the journey!

Think “Crazy”

Eric, your life is a little boring. You need to think a bit “crazier” and do more fun stuff. Why not organise cultural
events and parties at your school? On your own, you're nobody, but by leveraging the university’'s network, you
could attract sponsors to your events. Don't worry, students will turn up since you like design. Why not ask
your Dean if you can take some elective courses at the Faculty of Architecture? Don't be afraid to take some
risks!

Don’t Accept “No”
Eric, changing people’s minds isn't as difficult as you think. Don’t wait until you're older to realise this.
Don't accept “no” without putting up a fight.

Believe in the Butterfly Effect
Eric, yoUu'll find that a small action taken today can have a huge impact later on (a phenomenon known as the
butterfly effect). If you don't write an unsolicited letter to a bank’s HR department, you probably won't get

into banking. If you don't get into banking, you won’t have enough money to do your master's in the UK, and
that also means you may not develop an international outlook and career. Believe in the butterfly effect: take
action today, no matter how small the action is.

Learn Presentation Skills

Eric, your presentation skills are weak. Whether you set up your own company or work for someone else, you'll
find that you'll need to make effective presentations. Unfortunately, these skills aren’t taught in school, so
engage in activities beyond the classroom to develop them.

Collect Failure Stories
Eric, you'll fail and be rejected time and again. An airline will turn down your job application, clients will reject
your product recommendations, and your boss will deny your request for a promotion.

Don't take setbacks too hard—as long as you've tried your very best. Failures are painful and can shake your
confidence, but they also make you more experienced and resilient. Learn from your failures and move on.

Collect your failure stories, because one day, when you become successful, they’'ll make your conversations
much more interesting.

When | think unlimited, | think of... potential.
| am unlimited when... | don't limit myself by my potential.




> Built in the mid-1960s as married
quarters for British military personnel,
M Chip Bee Gardens has transformed
into a trendy lifestyle enclave. Once
home to expatriate teachers after the
British withdrawal, it now features a mix
of residential and commercial spaces,
blending heritage with contemporary
charm. Known for its distinctive
1960s-style design, the estate is now
popular for its eclectic blend of local
lifestyle and F&B brands, including quaint
cafés and homegrown brand names.
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1 Once a British military barracks in the 1800s,
B Dempsey has evolved into a vibrant lifestyle and
dining destination near the Singapore Botanic
Gardens. Nestled in lush greenery, it blends
colonial heritage with modern charm, featuring a
mix of restaurants, cafés, boutiques and sports
and wellness establishments. Remnants like tiled-
roof structures and old playing fields hint at its
military past. Today, Dempsey is celebrated both
locally and internationally as one of Singapore’s
premier spots for dining and leisure.

LEFT: Dempsey was originally the site of a nutmeg
plantation that later became Tanglin Barracks for
British troops in the 1800s. The site was also once the
headquarters of the Far East Land Forces, and later the
headquarters of the Ministry of Defence (MINDEF) and
the Central Manpower Base (CMPB).




RN at
is a social enterprise-run
food court staffed by individuals with
disabilities and from disadvantaged
backgrounds. Operated by Project
Dignity and founded by Koh Seng
Choon, engineer turned entrepreneur
and recipient of the Straits Times
Singaporean of the Year 2024 award for
his efforts, the outlet offers meaningful
employment through skills training and
food service roles. Housed in a striking
red State property since 2021, it serves
affordable local hawker fare and baked
goods in an inclusive environment.
Beyond being a vibrant dining spot,
Dignity Kitchen stands as a powerful
symbol of empowerment, mental health
advocacy, and social change, aligning
with broader efforts to promote dignity
and opportunity for all. ==

P Built in 1956, the M Former Bukit Timah

Fire Station served as part of the post-war

Fire Service expansion and features distinctive
elements like a hose drying tower and the Colony
of Singapore’s coat of arms. Decommissioned

in 2005, the 0.86ha site—comprising the main
station, firefighters’ quarters, and Station Master’s
residence—has been gazetted for conservation.
Strategically located near the Rail Corridor and
nature reserves, it is now set to be revitalised

by LHN Facilities Management into a mixed-use
community node, offering co-living, heritage, and
nature experiences with sustainable, zero-energy
features while preserving its historic character.

& The charming row of restored

1930s heritage buildings at W 52-56
Kampong Java Road will soon become
a vibrant multi-disciplinary arts sandbox
for experimentation, creation, and
collaboration. Originally residences

for municipal officers, the buildings sit
along a road named after Javanese
gardeners who once sold produce along
Arab Street. Awarded to 19SixtyFive
Pte Ltd via a joint tender by SLA and
the National Arts Council, the space
will feature acoustically treated studios,
galleries, and performance venues. It
will also host live performances, arts
markets, and arts festivals - enriching
Singapore’s artistic landscape and
fostering creative growth.




1 Originally known as Flagstaff House, the B Former Command House was built
between 1937 and 1938 as the residence of Malaya’s senior military commander.
Designed in a distinctive Arts and Crafts-inspired style with pitched roofs and brick
archways, the house later provided lodging for royalty, a president in office, and
senior military figures. In 2007, UBS, the Swiss investment bank, made it its business
university’s Asia-Pacific campus. Now a national monument, the State property
continues its legacy as an elegant event venue, blending heritage, architecture, and
history with quiet distinction.

{4 Launched in November 2024,
B The Foundry is a collaborative
hub for social purpose organisations
{ housed in the former Elections
Department building at 11 Prinsep
Link. The Foundry is a result of a
partnership with The Majurity Trust,
SLA, Tote Board, and the Singapore
1 Government Partnerships Office, with
its 17,000 sq ft space housing over 20
non-profits and social enterprises. With
an aim to foster a vibrant ecosystem,
The Foundry supports idea incubation,
community-building, and collaborative
innovation to address Singapore’s
evolving social challenges.

= e, mree s
1 The former St Andrew’s
Mission Hospital at B 5
Kadayanallur Street
provided respite and care

to impoverished women and
children in its early years, with
a unique triangular air well in
the middle of the building to let
in natural light and ventilation.
Originally built in the 1920s, it
has served various purposes
over the years, including as

a government medical store,

an outpatient dispensary and
an office space. It has most
recently been transformed into
KADA, a creative lifestyle and
wellness hub with co-working
and co-living spaces popular
with the youth. The building,
one of Singapore’s earliest
Modernist structures, houses
one of the nation’s oldest
electric lifts, still in operation
today.

1. Crowd of onlookers during the
opening of the outpatient clinic at
Kadayanallur Street (1964).

2. Maxwell Road outpatient
dispensary (1989).
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> BW1925 Quarters at 79-95 Hindoo
Road is situated in a beautifully restored
row of red-brick, two-storey building

in the heritage Little India precinct.
Originally built in 1927 to house junior
Asian staff of the Municipality of
Singapore, this State property has been
transformed into a modern co-living

o
2!

3 \|\|“
space by Eco-Energy Pte Ltd and Cove -‘\“\;\\‘f:?tt‘-‘ ;
Living Pte Ltd. The building retains
its distinctive colonial architecture,
featuring pitched roofs and fair-faced
brick columns, and reflects the shared
history of other municipal quarters in
the area.

At
e

¥+ Opened in 1937, M Old Kallang Airport was
Singapore’s first purpose-built civilian aerodrome and
4 was hailed as the world’s most modern at the time.
Described as the “finest airport in the British Empire”,
it gained international recognition, with aviator Amelia
Earhart praising it as “an aviation miracle of the East”.
The Art Deco terminal later housed the People’s
Association from 1960 to 2009 and is now part of a
conserved site with a hangar, service blocks, and an
entrance gateway. Since 2011, it has hosted a variety of
events, from arts and culture to corporate launches.

4. Immigration check point (1948).

5. Aerial view in 1957. The foreground shows Nicoll Highway,
while the circular control tower can be seen beside the
highway on the right.

o

1 M New Bahru at 46
& 58 Kim Yam Road
occupies the former |
site of Nan Chiau High
School, a historically
significant educational
institution that was

first the Nan Chiau
Teachers’ Training

School established in
1941. Today, the site

has been reimagined

into a dynamic lifestyle
destination that blends
residential, retail,

and commercial uses.
Developed by the Lo and
Behold Group, it houses
an exciting collection of
homegrown brands and
offers community-centric
spaces and activities, and
is well visited by locals
and international tourists.

3. Nan Chiau High School
in 1993.




P Built between 1952 and 1953,

H Pasir Panjang Power Station began
with Station A, which was named when
Station B was added in 1965. Its iconic
red-brick design reflects Singapore’s
early urban transformation. Together,
the two stations powered Singapore’s
industrial boom in the 1960s. In recent
years, its arresting architecture was the
stunning backdrop for the staging of
shows and events, including the Louis
Vuitton Spring Summer 2023 trunk
show and the immersive exhibition on
Singapore’s founding Prime Minister
Lee Kuan Yew’s life and legacy.

BOTTOM: Aerial view of Pasir Panjang Power
Station (1957).

S

1 The M Ridout Tea Gardens in Queenstown was once home HHH
to Singapore’s first Japanese-themed community garden, later
redeveloped in 1980 into a traditional Japanese Garden (RIGHT)
with ponds, pavilions and bridges. In the late 1990s, the site was
transformed into the McDonald’s Ridout Garden outlet, blending
modern dining with the location’s tranquil past. Today, it stands as
one of the few recognisable flagship McDonald’s outlets worldwide,
drawing families for its food as much as its unique and scenic setting.
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+ —named after Sir Cecil Clementi Smith, Governor of
the Straits Settlements—is a heritage-rich enclave in Chinatown where
conserved shophouses and pedestrian-friendly spaces bring the area’s
storied past to life. Once known as Hei Yuen Kai or “Theatre Street”

and home to the iconic Lai Chun Yuen Theatre, Smith Street has been
rejuvenated with exciting lifestyle concepts including local favourites and
international brands while preserving local Chinese culture. With its unique
blend of history, culture and architecture, Smith Street is a living showcase

1 The M State Land @ Margaret Drive,
once the site of Hua Yi Secondary School
or previously known as Hua Yi Government
Chinese Middle School, is now home to a
restored public running track. Established
in 1956 as Singapore’s first government-
aided Chinese secondary school, Hua Yi
was renowned for its academic excellence
and sports achievements. After relocating
in the 1980s, the school left behind its
legacy at Margaret Drive. The newly
restored running track honours its
historical connection to education and
sports, providing a community space for

. ) 4+ EtonHouse International Education Group’s headquarters at
residents to enjoy.

M 6A and 8 Stevens Road occupies a pair of conserved colonial-era
heritage bungalows managed by SLA. Once a residential property—
including the former home of philanthropist and businessman Lee
Kong Chian—the heritage site has been thoughtfully repurposed into
a serene, greenery-filled office space. Retaining elements like timber
floors and arched doorways, the design features biophilic elements
and clever adaptive reuse.

1 The Team Singapore Wall of Fame at

B 8C Jalan Kledek features a vibrant

mural celebrating Singapore’s Olympians

and Paralympians. Created by graffiti artist
Ceno?2, it showcases Team Singapore
athletes Nur Syahidah Alim, Shanti Pereira,
Maximilian Maeder, Loh Kean Yew, and Yip
Pin Xiu for their sporting achievements on
the world stage. The location also houses the
Vintage Camera Museum, home to over 1,000
cameras that offer a fascinating glimpse into
photographic history. It’s a unique landmark
in Kampong Glam where sport, art, and
photography come together. 235




P The , a familiar
and iconic landmark in the heart of the Geylang
Serai area, is set for rejuvenation. These include
plans to dedicate a portion of the redeveloped
space to tenants representing traditional Malay
trades, preserving and celebrating the heritage
and culture of the Malay community. With its
deep historical roots and strong cultural ties,
the revitalised Tanjong Katong Complex will
continue to serve as a vibrant hub, honouring
its past while evolving to meet the future needs
of the community.

Teadiaads 66 )
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& B Temasek Shophouse at 28
Orchard Road was known for its
distinctive architecture. Built in 1928,
it was one of the first buildings in
Singapore to feature spiral staircases.
The social impact hub will expand to
include restored units at 14, 22, and 38
Orchard Road with reinstated historic
features such as its Shanghai plaster
fagade, further highlighting Orchard
Road’s transformation from nutmeg
plantations and motor showrooms to a
place of renewed purpose for people,
planet, and community.



1 M Vidacity is a sustainability innovation hub
located at the former Loyang Primary School
(RIGHT), now creatively repurposed as a space for
green entrepreneurship by City Sprouts. The site
features co-working areas, workshops, and living
labs focused on urban farming and sustainable
technologies. Home to startups in fields such as
agriculture, water treatment, reusable materials,
and waste innovation, Vidacity brings together a
community dedicated to building solutions for a
more sustainable future.

& The former community centre at 10 Kampong Eunos is
now home to M Vivistop Kampong Eunos, Singapore’s only
non-profit makerspace dedicated to children and youth.
Operated by Vivita, the space offers hands-on workshops,
camps, and competitions that introduce young learners

to robotics, Al, and emerging technologies. Supported

by public sector and community partners, this SLA-

led initiative has transformed the State property into a
vibrant hub for creative learning and empowering the next
generation of tech-savvy changemakers.
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