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Long before congressional re-
districting, county commission 
races or school superintendent 
elections entered the conversa-
tion, one word dominated the 
Brandon Riverview Chamber of 
Commerce’s Legislative Wrap-
up breakfast: affordability.

It wasn’t framed as politics. 
It was the reality facing Flori-
da families dealing with rising 
insurance premiums, grocery 
bills, utility costs and property 
taxes.

State Representative Danny 
Alvarez (R-Riverview) didn’t 
ease into the topic.

“Everywhere I go as a state 
representative, the number one thing some-
one asks me about is affordability. I’m tired 
of my power bill. I’m tired of my fuel bill. I’m 
tired of my insurance, my rent, my mort-
gage, my interest rate,” Alvarez told the 
audience.

That message set the tone for a discussion 
led by Alvarez and Ron Pierce, president and 
CEO of RSA Consulting Group, reviewing the 
2026 legislative session and issues expected 
on Hillsborough County’s November ballot.

Pierce said the 2026 legislative session 
required three special sessions to complete 
the state budget, congressional redistricting 
and property tax reform.

Much of the discussion focused on a pro-
posed constitutional amendment expanding 
Florida’s homestead exemption while low-
ering the annual assessment cap on many 
nonhomestead properties. If approved by 
at least 60 percent of voters, the changes 
would take effect in 2027.

Pierce encouraged residents to under-
stand the proposal’s potential impact be-
fore voting. “Local governments just don’t 
concede they lose that revenue,” Pierce said. 
“They will try to come up with ways to in-
crease revenue.”

Alvarez agreed voters should make that 
decision. “There wasn’t a chance that I was 
not going to give you the ability to say yes 
or no,” he said.

“The citizens are tired. They’re super ex-
hausted from getting nickeled and dimed 
to death while they’re trying to survive,” 
he said. “This is not really a Republican and 
Democrat thing. This is a Floridian thing.”

According to Alvarez, affordability will 
dominate campaigns at every level of gov-
ernment. “If you’re running for county com-
missioner and you’re not talking about af-
fordability, … then you’re tone-deaf,” he said.

The speakers also discussed Hillsborough 
County ballot questions, including expand-
ing the County Commission from seven to 
nine district-elected members.

Voters are also expected to decide wheth-
er the Hillsborough County superintendent 
should once again be elected rather than 
appointed by the school board.

Audience questions covered construction 
permitting, the widening of Lithia Pinecrest 
Road and the future of the Tampa Bay Rays.

Pierce said approximately $100 million 
has been committed to the Lithia Pinecrest 
Road expansion, with construction expected 
to begin within the next several years.

“I’d like the Rays to stay,” Alvarez said. “I 
just don’t want it on the back of my people.”

Pierce closed by reminding attendees, 
“Pay attention to these local offices. In 
many cases, the decisions they’re making 
have much more impact on your day-to-day 
lives … than what we’re doing in Tallahassee 
or Washington.”

By Brian Bokor

AFFORDABILITY TAKES CENTER STAGE 
AT LEGISLATIVE WRAP-UP EVENT
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The Village Players theater is bring-
ing audiences back to the kingdom this 
August with  The Not-So-True Story of 
Cinderella, Part 2, a comedic sequel that 
proves happily ever after is often just 
the beginning of the trouble.

Directed by Domin Pazo, the produc-
tion continues the 2023 story after the 
glass slipper fit and the ball was a hit. 
Cinderella may have found her prince, 
but trouble has a way of finding her. As 
new royal problems emerge and villains 
begin causing chaos, the kingdom dis-
covers that happily ever after may re-
quire a lot more work than expected.

Newcomers are welcome to the king-
dom’s latest adventure, as the story 
stands on its own. Filled with offbeat 
humor, unexpected twists and plenty of 
royal drama, the show delivers anoth-
er round of fairy-tale fun with a PG-13 
edge.

“The audience really 
embraced the humor and 
energy of the first show,” 
said Pazo. “We wanted to 
build on that by bringing 
back the characters peo-
ple loved while raising 
the absurdity and the 
fun.”

Performances will 
take place at the historic 
James McCabe Theater, 
located at 506 N. Fifth 
St. in Valrico. Built in 
1915 and listed on Hill-
sborough County’s Reg-
istry of Historic Places, 
the theater serves as 
the home of The Village 
Players and provides a 
unique setting for live 
community theater.

Performance dates:
• Evening performanc-

es at 8 p.m. on Friday 
and Saturday,  August 

7-8, 14-15 and 21-22.
• Matinee performances at 3 p.m. on 

Sunday, August 9 and 16.
Doors open at least 30 minutes before 

curtain.
Ticket Information
General admission tickets are $23. Se-

niors, students and military personnel 
receive discounted admission at $20. 
Tickets are available through TicketLeap 
at https://thevillageplayersvalrico.com/. 
For additional ticket information or box 
office inquiries, call 813-480-3147.

About The Village Players
The Village Players is a nonprofit 

501(c)(3) community theater based in 
Valrico. The organization trains, rehears-
es and performs at the historic James 
McCabe Theater, a building constructed 
in 1915 and listed on the county’s Regis-
try of Historic Places.

By Erin Taylor

THE VILLAGE PLAYERS BRING 
BACK THE NOT-SO-TRUE STORY OF  
CINDERELLA FOR FUNNY SEQUEL
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State Representative Danny Alvarez (left), BRCC President Amber 
Aaron and Ron Pierce, president and CEO of RSA Consulting 

Group, pose following the chamber’s Legislative Wrap-up breakfast.

27

U.S. Army veteran Brian Nakamura, joined by his wife and three of his six children, 
celebrates outside their new five-bedroom Habitat for Humanity home during a 
dedication ceremony on June 24. Through Habitat for Humanity of Tampa Bay 

Hillsborough’s Veterans Build program, the family now has a safe, affordable home 
with room to grow.. See full story on Page 6.

$5 OFF
Code: BDAY5

*valid 7/15 -8/15  

®Offer valid 7/15/26 - 8/15/26 only at Edible Valrico. Dates subject
to change. Cannot be combined with other offers. ©2026 Edible
IP, LLC. All Rights Reserved. Edible, Edible Arrangements®, and
the Fruit Basket Logo are registered trademarks of Edible IP, LLC.

the perfect
bday gift

(that everyone loves!)

 

Skip the flowers that fade. 
Fresh fruit arrangements and

chocolate-dipped treats to impress!

Extended delivery now
available to Lakeland,

Winter Haven &
surrounding areas!

656-500-6505
Edible Arrangements Valrico

3455 Lithia Pinecrest Rd 
Valrico, FL 33596

Pickup & Delivery available!
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Happy Birthday

LIKE
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LaMor Clements, a 
yoga instructor and 
therapist of 20 years, 
debuted her first book, 
Exploring the Koshas in 
Yoga Therapy, on June 
11. The book is targeted 
toward individuals with 
experience in yoga and 
yoga therapy instruc-
tors who are looking 
to deepen their under-
standing of yoga’s foun-
dational principles. 

Clements is a long-
time Brandon resident 
who graduated from Brandon High School 
and currently teaches yoga at BayCare Fit-
ness Center, The Yoga House of Brandon 
and Valrico Yoga Sanctuary. She first be-
came interested in yoga as a treatment for 
motion-related injuries in her hip caused by 
running and biking.

“And from that, I just fell in love with the 
practice of yoga,” Clements said. “I wanted 
to learn more because there is more to yoga 
than just the poses, or what we call asana.”

Clements went on to practice yoga thera-
py, which involves working one-on-one with 
individuals to design sessions that are best 
suited to their needs and goals. As Clements 
continued to practice and study yoga, she 
documented what she learned in a spread-
sheet. She described the process of compil-
ing her research as “quilting.”

“My mother was a wonderful quilter,” Cle-
ments said. “She was part of the Brandon 
Quilt Guild many, many years ago. So, this 
is my version of quilting, right, that made 
me feel connected to my mom through this 
process.”

Clements spent about three years writing 
her knowledge into her book, which focus-

es on bringing the kosha 
model from the founda-
tion to the forefront of 
yoga therapy. 

According to Clem-
ents, koshas are elements 
of the human experience, 
and there are five in to-
tal: body, thoughts and 
emotions, energy levels, 
intuition and an inner 
sense of peace.

“You might also think 
of the koshas as looking 
through a kaleidoscope 
of yourself,” Clements 

said. “The pieces and colors are always the 
same, but with each turn we see ourselves 
from a different perspective. … When we 
pay time and attention to all five aspects of 
ourselves, we approach our living and heal-
ing from a holistic perspective.”

The Yoga House in Brandon and Valrico 
Yoga Sanctuary will be hosting ‘Meet and 
Practice with the Author events’ on Tuesday, 
July 18, and Sunday, July 2, respectively. 
Both will include book discussion, embodied 
activities for each dimension, practice, med-
itation, book signings and refreshments. The 
events provide CEUs for yoga professionals 
but are open to anyone to come practice 
and learn. Registration is $45. Visit https://
theyogahousebrandon.com/ and www.valri-
coyogasanctuary.com to find out more. 

Clements will be releasing her second 
book, Coming Home to the Self: A Five-Week 
Journey Through the Koshas, this winter or 
in spring 2027. This book is intended for any-
one interested in meditation, journaling or 
practicing yoga at an easy, personal pace. To 
stay up to date on Clements’ work, purchase 
her book or learn more about her, visit her 
website, www.yogilamor.com.

By Jamie Lu

THERAPIST RELEASES FIRST BOOK, 
EXPLORING THE KOSHAS IN YOGA

Valrico resident Dina Greenwell is intro-
ducing more people across the Brandon, 
Valrico and Lithia communities to one of 
the country’s fastest-growing social games 
through her business, Tampa Mahj Collec-
tive.

What started as Greenwell’s personal 
passion for American mahjong has grown 
into a thriving business that offers begin-
ner-friendly classes, private group lessons 
and community play events designed to 
bring people together.

“Tampa Mahj Collective is about much 
more than learning a game,” said Green-
well. “It’s about bringing people together, 
creating friendships and building confidence 
around the mahjong table.”

American mahjong, a tile-based game 
that blends strategy, memory and luck, has 
experienced a resurgence in popularity in re-
cent years. Greenwell said the game’s appeal 
goes beyond competition, creating opportu-
nities for meaningful social interaction in an 
increasingly busy world.

Tampa Mahj Collective welcomes play-
ers of all experience levels. During lessons, 
participants learn the fundamentals of the 
game, including how to read the National 
Mah Jongg League playing card, under-
standing game strategy and proper eti-
quette in a relaxed, supportive environment.

In addition to regularly sched-
uled classes, Greenwell offers 
private lessons for neighbor-
hood groups, book clubs, birth-
days, ladies’ nights, corporate 
team-building events and other 
social gatherings. She travels 
to homes and venues through-
out the Brandon area, providing 
everything needed for the expe-
rience, including mahjong sets, 
racks, mats and instructional 
materials.

To ensure each participant receives indi-
vidual attention, private lessons are limited 
to eight players and typically last between 
two and two and a half hours.

Greenwell also teaches evening mahjong 
classes at AR Workshop in Brandon, where 
beginners can learn the game while enjoying 
a fun and welcoming atmosphere. The two-
hour workshops provide another opportuni-
ty for newcomers to discover the game and 
meet other local players.

Whether guests are picking up a mahjong 
tile for the first time or looking to sharpen 
their strategy, Greenwell strives to create an 
environment where conversation, laughter 
and new friendships naturally develop.

As interest in American mahjong contin-
ues to grow nationwide, Tampa Mahj Collec-
tive is seeing that enthusiasm reflected lo-
cally through sold-out classes and increasing 
demand for private events.

Greenwell hopes even more residents will 
discover the game’s unique combination of 
strategy, fellowship and fun.

For upcoming class dates, private les-
son availability and pricing, visit Tampa 
Mahj Collective on Facebook at www.
facebook.com/p/Tampa-Mahj-Collec-
tive-61577413624376/ or Instagram @
tampamahjcollective.

By Marie Gilmore

VALRICO INSTRUCTOR BRINGS 
MAHJONG TO LOCAL TABLES

What you get:
� Free healthy food for your family every week

� Live cooking demonstrations featuring simple, delicious recipes

� Free books for your children or grandchildren to take home

❤ Free health assessments and practical wellness tips

�Nutrition education that shows just how good healthy food can
taste

F.E.E.D.
Food, Education, Empowerment for
Development

9:30am-11:00am  
Tuesdays 

OR 
Thursdays 

(Bilingual/Spanish) 

Email: mdavis@ufbpc.org    
Phone: (813) 764-0625 Ext. 5 

Website: www.ufbpc.org
The United Food Bank and Services

702 E. Alsobrook St.
Plant City, FL 33563

Upcoming Sessions:
April 7 - May 14
June 2 -June 30
July 1- August 5
August 18 - September 24

Funding generously 
provided by:

 SCAN THIS QR CODE

A fun, hands-on program designed for parents, grandparents, and caregivers of VPK–10th
grade students who want to help their children and families grow, learn, and thrive.
Un programa divertido y práctico diseñado para padres, abuelos y cuidadores de

estudiantes desde preescolar hasta el décimo grado que desean ayudar a sus hijos y
familias a crecer, aprender y prosperar.

Join us!Join us!

TO SIGN-UP NOW

What you get:
� Free healthy food for your family every week

� Live cooking demonstrations featuring simple, delicious recipes

� Free books for your children or grandchildren to take home

❤ Free health assessments and practical wellness tips

�Nutrition education that shows just how good healthy food can
taste
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Development

9:30am-11:00am  
Tuesdays 
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Thursdays 

(Bilingual/Spanish) 

Email: mdavis@ufbpc.org    
Phone: (813) 764-0625 Ext. 5 

Website: www.ufbpc.org
The United Food Bank and Services

702 E. Alsobrook St.
Plant City, FL 33563

Upcoming Sessions:
April 7 - May 14
June 2 -June 30
July 1- August 5
August 18 - September 24

Funding generously 
provided by:

 SCAN THIS QR CODE

A fun, hands-on program designed for parents, grandparents, and caregivers of VPK–10th
grade students who want to help their children and families grow, learn, and thrive.
Un programa divertido y práctico diseñado para padres, abuelos y cuidadores de

estudiantes desde preescolar hasta el décimo grado que desean ayudar a sus hijos y
familias a crecer, aprender y prosperar.

Join us!Join us!

TO SIGN-UP NOW

TESSERA OF BRANDON IS NOW

A NEW NAME. The Same Heart.

The caring team and compassionate staff 
residents and families know and trust remain 
the same, now supported by experienced 
local ownership dedicated to building a 
meaningful community and Creating the Best 
Day Possible for every resident—every day. 

Ambiance at Brandon proudly offers Assisted 
Living and Memory Care enhanced by  
state-of-the-art technology, innovative safety 
features, and personalized support designed 
to provide comfort, connection, and peace of 
mind for residents and families alike. 

Call Jill or Bill at 813-607-6880 today to 
schedule your personal tour and experience 

the difference at Ambiance at Brandon.

Proudly recognized as a Tampa Bay Times Best of the Best 
winner for 6 consecutive years—including the most recent!

1320 Oakfield Drive  //  Brandon, FL 33511 
813-607-6880  //  Sales@ambiancebrandon.com 

AmbianceBrandon.com 
Assisted Living Facility #PENDING

Creating the Best Day Possible™

PROUDLY PART OF THE PROVIDENCE SENIOR LIVING FAMILY.
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Motion ChiroTherapy, 
a local Lithia business, 
has begun offering 
sports physicals, includ-
ing electrocardiogram 
tests, following a new 
state law mandating 
student athletes to un-
dergo heart screenings 
before participating in 
any athletics.

The law, called the 
Second Chance Act, 
took effect on July 
1 and is aimed to 
circumvent sudden 
cardiac arrest (SCA) 
preemptively by iden-
tifying life-threat-
ening heart conditions with the electrocar-
diogram, commonly referred to as EKG or 
ECG. Florida is the first state in the nation to 
adopt a law of this nature.

“This is a historic day for Florida families,” 
said Evan Ernst, executive director of Who 
We Play For. “The Second Chance Act will 
save lives. Every parent deserves the peace 
of mind that comes from knowing their child 
has been screened before stepping onto the 
field, court or track. We encourage families 
not to wait until the last minute to schedule 
their child’s ECG.”

The law currently applies to students en-
tering ninth grade and participating in school 
athletics for the first time, students new to a 
Florida high school athletic program or stu-
dents participating in a high school sport for 
the first time.

SCA has claimed the lives of approximate-
ly 23,000 young people nationwide, accord-
ing to data gathered by SCA awareness non-
profit Who We Play For.

“The goal is to help detect underlying 

heart conditions that 
may not show obvi-
ous symptoms but 
could put an athlete 
at risk during exer-
cise or competition,” 
said Bob Lutz, owner 
of Motion ChiroTher-
apy. “At its core, this 
law is about improv-
ing athlete safety and 
encouraging earlier 

screening when ap-
propriate.”

Motion Chi-
roTherapy previ-
ously held a sports 
physical clinic in 
June; however, it 

will continue to offer screenings for student 
athletes looking to complete their require-
ments for participation. The screenings are 
available for residents of Lithia, FishHawk, 
Riverview, Valrico and surrounding commu-
nities.

A physical alone at Motion ChiroTherapy 
is $40, an ECG only is $49 and the compre-
hensive physical along with the ECG screen-
ing is $85. All ECG screenings are reviewed 
by board-certified cardiologists.

“The biggest thing I’d want families to 
know is that this is about more than just 
another school form. The goal is to improve 
athlete safety and catch potential heart con-
cerns before they become a bigger issue,” 
Lutz said. “It’s also important for parents to 
know they don’t have to figure it all out on 
their own.”

To schedule an appointment at Motion 
ChrioTherapy, visit https://motionchirother-
apy.com/ or call 813-793-7791. To find a 
heart screening nearby, visit www.whowe-
playfor.org. 

By Chloe Wagner

MOTION CHIROTHERAPY TO HOST 
EKG EVENT TO FOLLOW STATE LAW

Glory Days 
Grill & Sports 
House of Bran-
don is the per-
fect gathering 
spot with a fun 
atmosphere and 
fresh, made-in-
house food for 
everyone, such 
as different 
jumbo chick-
en wing styles 
with endless 
flavorful sauc-
es, hand-craft-
ed burgers, fan-favorite entrees like its 
Fabulous Fish Fry and limited-time seasonal 
offerings — all at a value that’ll leave you 
feeling victorious.

“We just celebrated our 30th anniversary 
this past April,” said Jen Ulmer, chief mar-
keting officer for Glory Days. “We are go-
ing to celebrate all year round, and we are 
thrilled the community is joining us in our 
celebrations.”

In 1996, Glory Days Grill began in Burke, 
Virginia, and was founded by Richard Dank-
er, Robert Garner and Jeff Newman. In 
2023, the Florida franchise, owned and 
run by Bob Basham, Outback Steakhouse 
co-founder, purchased the 22 mid-Atlantic 
restaurants, bringing together all Glory Days 
Grill locations under one company with his 
brother, original co-founder Richard Danker. 
Together, Basham and Danker are excited to 
be expanding the brand through the South-
east region providing an appeal for sports 
fans and families, serving quality food in a 
fun atmosphere.

“Still to this day our focus is offering a 
family-friendly experience that is welcoming 
of all ages, with a menu and entertainment 
options that appeal to a wide range of pref-

erences,” Ulmer 
said. “Just like 
when you host 
a watch party 
in your own liv-
ing room, Glory 
Days Grill aims 
to provide a 
real, fun sports 
experience with 
our multitude of 

televisions broad-
casting sports 
games and other 
entertainment.”

With the re-
cent World Cup happening, Glory Days had 
all the games being shown at the Bran-
don location, with an outstanding menu to 
match the World Cup festivities. “Our lim-
ited-time tournament menu celebrated the 
spirit of the game with globally inspired 
food pairings and select beverages sourced 
from around the world,” Ulmer said. “We 
really wanted all the countries that played 
in the World Cup represented with our food 
and drink selections.”

“At Glory Days Grill, we’re proud to sup-
port our local communities through spon-
sorships and our Dining for Dollars pro-
gram,” Ulmer said. “We believe in giving 
back and fostering strong relationships with 
the neighborhoods we serve.” 

Locally, Glory Days supports the Bran-
don Cowboys, Valrico High School, Arm-
wood High School and North Brandon Little 
League.

“We also support our local heroes with a 
10 percent discount,” Ulmer said. “Tunnels to 
Towers is another program Glory Days sup-
ports in the Tampa Bay community. T

It is located at 11310 Causeway Blvd. in 
Brandon. Visit www.glorydaysgrill.com/lo-
cations/fl-brandon/ for more information. 

By Libby Hopkins

GLORY DAYS GRILL CELEBRATES 30 
YEARS OF FOOD, FUN & COMMUNITY

(Seffner, Valrico, Brandon)

FREE TUITION &
SCHOLARSHIPS

AVAILABLE
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Talesha and 
Gary Grant have 
been called a bit 
of a renaissance 
couple as they are 
involved in many 
things.

“We are both 
artists, musicians 
and we’ve been 
life coaches for 
our company, He-
roic Life Strate-
gies, for 20 years, where we 
help people find their pur-
pose and create a fulfilling 
life as well as corporations 
in their vision,” Talesha said. 
“Gary is a writer currently 
working on our book for our 
company. He’s a martial art-
ist and a guide to men, teach-
ing them to find their heroic 
heart. He has an amazing ear 
for music production. I’m a painter, wood 
worker, singer, songwriter and make pot-
tery, and I love helping women move their 
heart through art.”

The Grants are the new owners of the 
historic Strawberry House Bed and Break-
fast in Plant City. The Strawberry House is 
a Dutch Colonial house built in 1910 by the 
Albert and Ula Miles.

“From the stories we’ve heard, their chil-
dren and grandchildren all grew up within 
these walls,” Talesha said. “The home is lo-
cated in the historic district of Plant City, 
just a mile from I-4. The previous owners, 
Carol and Ken Canty, who own the state 
theater right here in Plant City, are lovely 
people who protected the beautiful integrity 
of this historic home and themed the rooms, 
which we just love! The home at some time 
became a bed and breakfast; it made per-

fect sense to call 
it the Strawber-
ry House.”

The historic 
bed and break-
fast has hosted 
hundreds if not 
thousands of 
travelers, and 
many are al-
ready reserving 
their room for 
the upcoming 

Strawberry Festival sea-
son.

“Prior guests still send 
strawberry-themed items 
to be included in the 
home’s decor,” Talesha 
said. “We love the Straw-
berry House, and we want 
to continue to keep its his-
tory and let people know 
she’s here.”

The Strawberry House has four themed 
spaces for rent: the Wild West Room; the 
Strawberry  Festival Room; the Henry B. 
Plant Room; which the couple lovingly refer 
to as the train room; and the Strawberry 
Cottage, which has two bedrooms including 
a state theater theme. There is a beautiful 
oasis in the backyard, a sparkling pool with 
lots of greenery, umbrellas and lounging ar-
eas and a garden which is growing, small 
but mighty.

“We will definitely be doing high tea 
events and afternoon teas,” Talesha said. 
“Our tearoom is available for rent for baby 
showers, bridal showers and small parties 
and intimate events.”

To learn more about the Strawberry 
House Bed and Breakfast, you can visit its 
website at https://strawberryhouse.co/. It is 
located at 805 N. Wheeler St. in Plant City.

By Libby Hopkins

STRAWBERRY HOUSE BED AND 
BREAKFAST HAS NEW OWNERS 

Get ready for the 
summer event that 
will change every-
thing you thought 
you knew about 
freestyle —  Mon-
ster Jam Freestyle 
Mania. New event 
format for the first 
time ever in Tampa, 
where Monster Jam 
trucks team up with 
freestyle motocross (FMX) bikes to deliver 
gravity-defying skills and thrills. Cheer for 
your favorite team with four action-packed 
events at  Benchmark International Are-
na from Friday through Sunday, August 
14-16,  as they pull off stunts you’ve never 
seen before. The energy, the action and the 
next-level thrills will keep you on the edge 
of your seat. It’s an adrenaline rush you can 
only experience live.

Monster Jam Freestyle Mania features 
one-of-a-kind FMX bikes for this epic team 
competition, each with the bold, iconic look 
of your favorite Monster Jam trucks, like 
the legendary Grave Digger, El Toro Loco, 
Sparkle Smash and more. It’s all happening 
at Monster Jam, where your outside voice is 
allowed, and every big moment comes with 
an even bigger smile. Monster Jam Freestyle 
Mania — two times the freestyle action. 
Full-send family fun!

Get ready for nonstop excitement as Tam-
pa roars to life with gravity-defying stunts, 
heart-pounding races and plenty of big air. 
The world’s best Monster Jam drivers com-
bine forces with fearless FMX riders in an 
eight-team lineup to wow the crowd with 
big air jumps, crazy tricks and unbelievable 
backflips. Teams look to take each overall 
event championship title in five total com-
petitions. Monster Jam trucks go all out in 
Racing, 2-Wheel Skills and Freestyle com-

petitions, while 
FMX bikes 
face off in Best 
Whip and Best 
Trick competi-
tions. Fans will 
be right in the 
middle of the 
action, helping 
to crown the 
Team Event 
Champion as 

they get to score the athletes in real time 
based on their skills, stunts and saves.

The day of fun starts at the Monster Jam 
Pit Party on both Saturday and Sunday, 
your first stop for selfies with the trucks 
and bikes, high fives and autographs from 
drivers and riders and family-friendly activ-
ities. It’s the perfect way to start a day of 
adrenaline-charged fun,  plus get an insid-
er’s look at how these 12,000-pound trucks 
are built to stand up to the competition. 

These aren’t just any athletes; they’re 
world-class male and female athletes 
who have mastered controlling these 
12,000-pound beasts and dynamic FMX 
bikes. Whether pulling off insane backflips, 
nailing crazy tricks and whips or in all-out 
racing, these athletes are ready to wow 
fans with the most mind-blowing live mo-
torsports action around.

Tickets for this event are on sale now at 
www.ticketmaster.com. Advanced parking 
passes are available at www.parkwhiz.com. 
Visit www.benchmarkintlarena.com or call 
813-301-2500 for more information. 

For more detailed local info, please vis-
it the Tampa event page on  www.mon-
sterjam.com.  Follow Monster Jam on its 
social media pages on  Facebook,  Insta-
gram and TikTok. Subscribe to the Monster 
Jam YouTube Channel at  www.youtube.
com/monsterjam.

Staff Report

ALL-NEW MONSTER JAM FREESTYLE 
MANIA IS COMING TO TAMPA

Talesha and Gary Grant are the new owners of the Straw-
berry House Bed and Breakfast in Plant City.

VETERAN OWNED

24/7 SAME DAY SERVICE

FINANCING OPTIONS 

LICENSED AND INSURED

CALL NOW 
( 8 1 3 ) 6 5 3 - 4 2 2 1

HOME SERVICE HEROES
ELECTRIC - AIR - PLUMBING

Aria
DC Motor
WiFi Enabled
Light Included

$25
OFF

ANY FAN PURCHASE OF
$29999 OR MORE!

Coupon Expires 08/15/26

MUST PRESENT COUPON
Not valid with any other offers

Celebraang 45 Years of Staying Cool!
Parts & Services Available Locally OwnedIn-Store Warrannes

BRANDON 813-685-6130 1943 W. Brandon Blvd

dansfancity.com

Celebrate America’s 250th
Anniversary With Us!
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The grand opening 
of Florida’s first Bet-
ter Blend location, 
Better Blend Bran-
don, was celebrated 
with fanfare on June 
6. The celebration in-
cluded free smoothie 
bowls for a year for 
the first 25 custom-
ers, half off smoothie 
bowls for the next 
75 customers, free 
samples, a raffle for a 
food truck event, and 
a grand prize raffle 
with a total 
value of over 
$1,000.

O w n e r s 
Mike and Hil-
lary Faustini 
are long-time 
residents of 
Riverview. Hillary was born and raised in 
Brandon. Their reasons for bringing Bet-
ter Blend to Florida are two-fold. Mike 
was searching for healthy low sugar, high 
protein food options as he was improv-
ing his health. Hillary was looking for a 
meaningful job that she could do while 
raising her kids, Skyleigh and Brody, and 
caring for her sister Hope who has Down 
Syndrome and is non-verbal autistic. 

“I was looking for a healthier lifestyle 
and Hillary was looking for a job. We 
found Better Blend and we saw that it is 
a family run business, as well. That really 
resonated with us. We tried their prod-
ucts and we fell in love with them,” Mike 
said.

“We have custody of my sister. It’s im-
portant to me to take good care of her.  
When I was looking for a job, Mike was 

like, ‘What can we 
do together that we 
will enjoy?’ That’s 
when we found Bet-
ter Blend,” Hillary 
said.

Better Blend 
smoothies are made 
with high-quality 
protein, organic ste-
via, zero added sug-
ar, and 13 essential 
vitamins and miner-
als. The menu also 
includes acai bowls, 
protein bowls and 

s n a c k s . 
Mike’s cur-
rent favor-
ite menu 
item is the 
Acai Pow-
er Bowl. 
Hillary’s is 

the Orange Creamsicle Blend.
Better Blend was founded by Issac 

Hamlin in 2018. A college rugby athlete, 
Hamlin was inspired to find a better way 
to fuel his game. He was in Brandon for 
opening weekend. 

“Opening our first Florida location in 
Brandon is incredibly special for us, and 
it makes it even more meaningful to do it 
alongside the family. They genuinely care 
about their community and share our 
belief that small, everyday choices can 
make a big difference in people’s lives,” 
Hamlin said.

Better Blend Brandon offers cater-
ing, has a food truck for events, and is 
located at 955 E Brandon Blvd, Bran-
don, FL 33511. For more information 
and to see their menu, visit www.bet-
terblend-smoothies-bowls.com.

After months of building alongside volun-
teers, U.S. Army veteran Brian Nakamura re-
ceived the keys to his family’s new Habitat for 
Humanity of Tampa Bay Hillsborough home 
during a special dedication ceremony on 
June 24. The home was made possible 
through  Habitat’s Veterans Build  program 
with support from Old Republic Title.

Nakamura, his wife and their six children 
have been living in a crowded three-bed-
room townhouse and are looking forward to 
the stability, space and security of a home 
of their own in Habitat’s Windhorst Com-
mons community. The new five-bedroom 
home will give the growing family room to 
thrive, including dedicated space for their 
son Bradley, who has autism and will benefit 
from having a quiet room of his own.

The shortage of affordable housing  re-
mains  one of the most pressing issues for 
veterans across the country. In January 
2024, 32,882 veterans were living without 
stable housing, reflecting high rental costs, 
limited availability and gaps in support ser-
vices that leave many struggling to provide 

safe homes for their 
families.

Like all Habitat 
homeowners, Na-
kamura invested 
hundreds of hours 
of ‘sweat equity,’ 
helping build Habi-
tat homes, complet-
ing homeownership 
education and pur-
chasing his home 
with an affordable 
mortgage that fits 
his family’s budget.

During a visit to 
Windhorst Com-
mons in December 

2025, Florida Lt. Gov. Jay Collins toured 
Nakamura’s future home to learn firsthand 
about the housing challenges veterans face 
and Habitat for Humanity’s role in providing 
affordable, safe housing for families like Na-
kamura’s.

Windhorst Commons is a 23-home Habi-
tat for Humanity of Tampa Bay Hillsborough 
neighborhood providing affordable houses 
built with reinforced construction and hur-
ricane-resilient features for veterans and 
working families. The remaining homes are 
expected to be completed by early 2027.

About Habitat for Humanity of Tampa 
Bay Hillsborough 

Habitat for Humanity of Tampa Bay Hill-
sborough builds and renovates homes in 
partnership with people in need of decent, 
affordable housing and has worked with 
local homeowners and the community on 
more than 650 homes since 1987. Habitat 
affiliates around the world have helped more 
than 62 million people build or improve the 
places they call home. For more information, 
visit www.habitathillsborough.org. 

Staff Report

ARMY VETERAN AND FATHER OF SIX 
RECEIVES KEYS TO NEW HABITAT HOME

Simple & Complex Estate Planning
Medicaid   Special Needs Planning

Wills   Trusts   POAs   Deeds

Serving in Two Locations:
CARROLLWOOD

14502 N. Dale Mabry Hwy, Suite 200
Tampa, Florida 33618

Phone: 813-961-2802 | Fax: 877-841-9630 
estatelaw2go.com | patricia@estatelaw2go.com

BRANDON
1044 East Brandon Blvd

Brandon, FL 33511

Patricia W Bradford, Esq. 
ESTATE LAW 2 GO, P.A. 

Planning For Your Peace Of Mind

The Nakamura family has a new home in Windhorst Commons. The home 
provides much-needed space for the family of eight, made possible through 

the Veterans Build program and support from Old Republic Title.

By Jane Owen

LOCAL FAMILY OPENS FIRST BETTER 
BLEND LOCATION IN FLORIDA

Owners of the new Better Blend in Brandon, 
The Faustini family (Mike, Hillary, Skyleigh and 

Brody)  on June 6, opening day.



Page 7Valrico EditionJuly  2026

Dine Local With Us!Dine L   cal OSPREYOBSERVER.COM

Appetizer with
any dinner entree.
Friday & Saturday

6pm-Close Teacher’s Happy Hour
Every Friday, 3-6 p.m.
All Teachers Receive
the Founder’s Family

Discount

ENTIRE
Purchase

ENTIRE Purchase

Take Out & Delivery

La Septima Cafe

Sunflower Cafe
813-65-SUSHI

Dine In ONLY
Note Available For To Go

Only valid with
regular menu.

With this coupon. Must
present before submitting
payment. Before tax. One
coupon per visit. Not valid

with other offers.

702 W Lumsden Rd. Brandon
Not Valid with any other
discounts, promotions or
coupons. No Cash Value.

Only valid with regular menu.
With this coupon. Must

present before submitting
payment. Before tax. One

coupon per visit. Not valid with
other offers.

Must present coupon. Not
valid with any other discounts.

No cash value.

10446 Stelling Dr.
Riverview

(in the Mission BBQ plaza)

10460 Stelling Dr.
Riverview

(in the Mission BBQ plaza)

10288 Causeway Blvd

1/2 Off

10% OFF

10% OFF LUNCH SPECIALS
EVERY DAY

FAMILY MEAL
SPECIALS

$49.95

Happy Hour 
Thursdays 4 - 6 pm

$5 Classic
Shakes

813-643-7777

ENTIRE Purchase

with any purchase

10% OFF

FREE
TACO

High 5 Div-
ing is excited 
to announce 
its brand-new 
competitive 
dive program. 
This program 
w e l c o m e s 
divers of all 
ages and div-
ing abilities to 
reach their full 
potential. 

The pro-
gram is divid-
ed into four 
groups where 
divers will 
practice with 
others of similar skill levels to reach their 
individual goals.

Leading the program is Head Coach Anjel 
Clemente.

Clemente stated, “I want to create a very 
inclusive and supportive community here at 
High 5 where every athlete is measured for 
success not by where they stand on a podi-
um but by their ability to grow as an indi-
vidual, face adversity and break their own 
mental barriers.”

Clemente’s passion for diving has been a 
part of his life since he began the sport in 
eighth grade. He continued mastering his 
craft throughout high school and compet-
ed collegiately at Manchester University in 
North Manchester, Indiana.

Throughout his time at the university, 
Clemente set many school records, includ-
ing the six-dive record on 1-meter board, 
the eleven-dive record on 1-meter board, 
and the six-dive record on 3-meter board. 
Furthermore, he was a two-time NCAA Re-
gional Championship finalist and finished his 

collegiate career 
as an Academ-
ic All-American 
during his senior 
year.  

Recognized for 
his leadership and 
success in sports, 
Clemente was in-
ducted into his 
high school’s hall of 
fame in January for 
soccer, diving and 
track and field. 

After moving 
to the Tampa Bay 
area, Clemente 
served as the head 
coach of Academy 

at the Lakes (2022-25) and Cypress Creek 
High School (2023-present). As a coach, 
his athletes have broken over 30 combined 
swimming and diving school records, and he 
has qualified multiple athletes for the FH-
SAA State Championships.

“I love the sport of diving because to me it 
is an art. Our ability to create, focus, control 
and use our athleticism to create something 
so beautiful while leaving people in awe at 
the gracefulness has always been an art 
form to me. Diving requires so much focus 
and discipline and rewards with such beau-
tiful executions,” said Clemente.

To ensure each individual is placed in the 
appropriate group, Clemente is conduct-
ing tryouts/evaluations based on inquiries 
submitted through High 5’s website. This 
is a great opportunity for both families and 
Clemente to meet and determine if the pro-
gram is the right fit. 

To learn more about this program or to 
submit an inquiry, visit https://high5inc.
org/diving/. 

HIGH 5 INC. NEW COMPETITIVE 
DIVE PROGRAM HAS NEW COACH

By Emily Harper

Head Coach Anjel Clemente. 

Discover the
Best of Italy

Indulge in authentic pasta dishes
and savory Italian entrées, prepared

with the freshest ingredients and
inspired by generations of culinary
tradition. Every bite delivers the rich

flavors of Italy.

813-986-6488
tuttotavola.com

6264 Winthrop Town Centre Ave
Riverview FL 33578

Book Now!
915 S. Parsons Ave, Ste B
Brandon, FL 33511

Rejuvenate & Relax
RESTORE BODY. REFRESH YOUR MIND

RENEW YOUR SPIRIT

813-543-6636

MA 104660
Cathy Vu
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Plant City 
Entertainment 
To Perform 
Oklahoma!

Journey to the 
wide-open plains 
of  Oklahoma!, where 
love blooms, rivalries spark and a com-
munity learns what it means to come to-
gether. With Rodgers and Hammerstein’s 
iconic songs and unforgettable characters, 
this musical brings heart, humor and hope, 
featuring timeless classics 
like  “Oh, What a Beautiful 
Mornin’,” “The Surrey with 
the Fringe on Top,” “I Cain’t 
Say No” and the title song, 
“Oklahoma!”.

Join Plant City Enter-
tainment Inc., located at 
101 N. Thomas St. in Plant 
City, where ‘the wind comes 
sweeping off the plains’ for 
three weekends, from Friday, 
July 17, through Sunday, Au-
gust 2. Tickets are available 
at its website, www.plantci-
tyentertainment.com.

Delta Delta Chapter 
Of Beta Sigma Phi 
Meeting

The sisters of Delta Delta 
Chapter of Beta Sigma Phi 
gathered on June 27 at the 
home of Phyllis Bradbury in 
Plant City for a thoughtfully 
planned brunch meeting. The morning pro-
vided an opportunity for fellowship, mean-
ingful conversation and reflection on the 
chapter’s ongoing mission.

In addition to enjoying a well-prepared 
brunch, members focused on planning for 
the year ahead. Fundraising efforts were 
also a key topic of discussion. Members 
collaborated on developing practical and 
creative Ways and Means projects to sup-
port their charitable goals, demonstrating 
a continued commitment to community en-
gagement.

Delta Delta is one of several Beta Sigma 
Phi chapters serving the Tampa Bay area. 
The organization welcomes women ages 
18 and older who are interested in building 
connections, personal growth and commu-

nity involvement.
For more information or to inquire 

about membership, please contact Julia 
Pickens at juliapickens88@gmail.com.

Night Of Worship At First 
Baptist Brandon

Join First Baptist Brandon for its an-
nual Night of Worship on Sunday, Au-
gust 2, at 6 p.m. in the sanctuary. This 
year’s theme, Classics, will highlight 
beloved songs from the history of First 
Baptist Brandon’s choir and orches-

tra ministry. Come be part of a meaningful 
evening as 
we remem-
ber God’s 
faithfulness 
through the 
years and 
lift our voic-
es together 

in worship and praise.
First Baptist Brandon is located at 216 N. 

Parsons Ave. in Brandon. Visit its website at 
www.fbcbrandon.org for additional infor-
mation and events.

Back-to-school Celebration
Tampa Bay Mission of Hope and Holy 

Innocents Episcopal Church are spon-
soring a back-to-school celebration on 
Saturday, July 18, from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. at 
the Tampa Bay Mission of Hope. This fun 
event will include hamburgers, hot dogs, 
ice cream, pizza, popcorn and donuts, as 
well as free clothing and shoes for stu-
dents.

Donations of school supplies are also 
being collected; please donate at Tampa 
Bay Mission of Hope, located at 110 S. 
Parsons Ave. in Brandon.

For additional information, please call 
813-716-3996 or visit its website at 
www.tbmissionofhope.org.

Compiled by Jenny Bennett
jbennett@ospreyobserver.com

Oklahoma! Play, 
Night of Worship, 

Back to School  
& More...

Bloomingdale High School theater stu-
dent Alli Aristondo has made school his-
tory after becoming the first Blooming-
dale student to compete at the National 
Thespian Festival, where she earned a 
Superior rating, the festival’s highest 
honor, for her performance of Changing 
My Major from the musical Fun Home.

Aristondo qualified for the national 
competition after receiving Superior 
ratings at both the district and state 
Thespian festivals before advancing to 
nationals in Indianapolis.

“When I first found out that I had 
earned a Superior at the National Thespi-
an Festival, I was watching a mainstage 
performance with my sister,” Aristondo 
said. “When my dad texted me, I felt so 
incredibly happy, like I had reached a 
destination and I could finally celebrate.”

She said the recognition was especial-
ly meaningful because Fun Home has had 
a significant impact on her, and earning 
the award reflected the dedication she 
put into bringing the character to life.

Making school history is something 

Aristondo hopes will 
inspire others to pur-
sue theater.

“I started theater 
in the fall of freshman 
year, and I knew I had 
to do something with 
my passion for it,” she 
said. “Making school 
history means that I 
can show others that 
you can do something 
important in theater, 
and that it actually 
goes somewhere.”

Preparing for the 
national stage re-
quired months of re-

hearsal while balancing academics and 
her role as captain of Bloomingdale’s 
varsity golf team. She also studied the 
Fun Home script extensively and had 
the opportunity to meet the musical’s 
co-writer, Jeanine Tesori, during a panel 
discussion at the festival.

Aristondo credits Bloomingdale’s 
theater program and director Dr. Chad 
Cornwell for helping make the experi-
ence possible. 

Looking ahead, she has been appointed 
student liaison for Bloomingdale’s Thes-
pies program, where she will mentor fu-
ture competitors.

“I’ll have the opportunity to help guide, 
coach and support other students as they 
prepare their own entries,” Aristondo 
said. “I’m excited to use what I learned 
from districts, states and nationals to 
help other performers grow.”

She also offered advice to aspiring per-
formers: “Even if you can sing beautifully, 
it is important to do your research. One 
thing that you can’t learn is passion.”

By Zofia Osterman

LOCAL STUDENT EARNS TOP HONOR 
AT NATIONAL THESPIAN FESTIVAL

NOW, MORE THAN EVER,
WE REALIZE 

THE 
IMPORTANCE 

OF FAMILY.  
Have you taken the TIME 
to do your Will or Trust? 

Remember, you are 
not doing it for yourself... 
you are doing it for THEM.

 
 

 
2240 LITHIA CENTER LANE 

VALRICO 33596 
 THOMAS@TOMGALLOLAW.COM 

813-815-4529
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not doing it for yourself... 
you are doing it for THEM.

 
 

 
2240 LITHIA CENTER LANE 

VALRICO 33596 
 THOMAS@TOMGALLOLAW.COM 
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proudly supports

Wills & Trusts - Probate - Guardianship - Elder Law - Asset Protection

2240 LITHIA CENTER LANE, VALRICO 33596
Thomas@TomGalloLaw.com

(813) 815-4529

CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR FREE CONSULTATION

TRAVELING THIS SUMMER?

Before you
leave town, 
make sure
that your

Will or Trust
is up to date.

(813)685-0502 | 702 W. Lumsden Rd. Brandon | www.laseptimacafe.com
Mon - Sat 11 am - 8 pm Closed Sunday

30 Years in Brandon!

$49.95 $49.95 

FAMILY MEALS
(Serves 4 to 6-Take Out Only)

All meals include: Yellow or white rice, black beans, onions,
salad & dressing, bread and a 2 liter soda

YOUR CHOICE OF PROTEIN:
Picadillo (2 lbs)

Ropa Vieja (2 lbs)
Lechon Asado (2 lbs)
Bistec Milanesa (4)

Breaded Palomilla Steak (4)
Pescado a la Rusa Fillet (4)

Baked Chicken (4 leg quarters)

Bloomingdale High theater student Alli Aristondo represented the 
schoool at the National Thespain Festival. 
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The Brandon Riverview Chamber of Com-
merce proudly celebrated the grand opening 
of the new MacBeth & Cheese Playhouse, 
marking an exciting new chapter for Bran-
don Performing Arts Inc. and the local arts 
community.

Chamber members, community leaders, 
supporters and guests gathered to celebrate 
the opening of the organization’s expanded 
performance space, which will serve as a 
hub for live theater, entertainment and com-
munity engagement in the Brandon area.

Brandon Riverview Chamber of Com-
merce President Amber Aaron welcomed 
attendees and thanked everyone for joining 
the celebration before introducing MacBeth 
& Cheese Playhouse co-founders Camille 
‘C.J.’ Hashem and Amy Windle. Hashem 
shared the organization’s vision for its new 
home, emphasizing its commitment to cre-
ating immersive, accessible and memorable 
live theater experiences while expanding 
opportunities for local performers and audi-
ences to connect through the arts.

Honorary Mayor of Brandon Riverview 
and Brandon Riverview Chamber Ambas-
sador Abe Agosto of United Direct Lending 
presented a special proclamation officially 
declaring June 24 as MacBeth & Cheese 
Playhouse Day, recognizing the organiza-
tion’s contributions to the local arts and cul-

tural community.
Brandon Per-

forming Arts 
Inc., doing busi-
ness as Mac-
Beth & Cheese 
Playhouse, is 
an all-volunteer 
community the-
ater dedicated to 
producing bold, 
engaging stage 
performances 

throughout the Tampa Bay area. Known for 
psychological thrillers, classic productions 
and original adaptations, the organization 
creates theatrical experiences designed to 
immerse audiences in every performance.

The newly opened venue represents an 
exciting expansion for the organization and 
will offer far more than live theater. In ad-
dition to stage productions, the space will 
host comedy shows, open-mic nights, act-
ing classes, special events and other com-
munity-centered programming, creating an 
inclusive environment where creativity and 
connection can thrive.

“The arts play an important role in bring-
ing communities together,” said Aaron. “We 
are proud to celebrate MacBeth & Cheese 
Playhouse as they expand their impact in 
our community. Their passion for story-
telling, creativity and creating meaningful 
experiences enriches the quality of life for 
residents throughout the Tampa Bay area.”

For more information about MacBeth & 
Cheese Playhouse, upcoming performances, 
and community events, visit its website at 
https://macbethandcheese.com/ or follow it 
on social media. The Playhouse is located 
at 225 East Brandon Blvd., Brandon and 
is building a calendar including comedy, 
plays and classes for the performing arts 
community. 

By Srishti Tripathi

GRAND OPENING OF NEW 
MACBETH & CHEESE PLAYHOUSE 

Bargain shop-
pers and anyone 
on a tight budget 
should check out 
Thrifty Depot in 
Brandon. Locat-
ed near O’Brien’s 
Irish Pub and 
Grill in the Oak 
Park Plaza on 
Lumsden Road, 
Thrifty Depot of-
fer amazing deals 
on clothing, col-
lectibles, house-
wares, toys, jew-
elry and more. 
The inventory chang-
es often and includes 
both gently used 
items from garage 
and estate sales and 
new items purchased 
from liquidation pal-
lets from local stores.

The owners, Gil 
Brenn and Doris 
Maggiore, are a son-
and-mom team who 
live in Brandon and 
Valrico, respectively. 
They previously had 
a store in Tampa but 
decided to move their shop closer to home.

“Choosing this location was because it 
is close to home in our community,” Brenn 
said. 

Brenn and Maggiore love the hunt of 
finding good items. On early Saturday 
mornings, they go together to garage 
sales and estate sales in the area. They 
also regularly pick up pallets of liquidation 
items from stores like Target. 

When asked 
what they 
love most 
about having 
a thrift store, 
the answer 
came quickly.

“We like 
people. We 
love the peo-
ple that come 
in. It’s fun 
to see what 
items peo-
ple buy, and 
s o m e t i m e s 
the most un-

usual items go quick. 
But we love getting 
to know people and 
the items they are 
looking for,” Brenn 
said. 

In addition to new 
items from liquida-
tion sales, Thrifty 
Depot carries new 
jewelry, new military 
challenge coins and 
patches, new mu-
sic equipment and 
3D-printed art from 
a local artist. They 

have a nice selection of CDs, DVDs and re-
cords as well. 

Veterans receive a 15 percent discount, 
and seniors receive a 10 percent discount.

Thrifty Depot is located at 723 W. 
Lumsden Rd. It is open Monday through 
Friday, 4:30-8:30 p.m., and on Saturday, 
10 a.m.-8:30 p.m. For more information, 
visit https://thriftydepot.com/ or call 
813-315-8210.

By Jane Owen

Thrifty Depot is located at 723 W. Lumsden Rd. It is open 
Monday through Friday, 4:30-8:30 p.m., and on Satur-

day, 10 a.m.-8:30 p.m.

THRIFTY DEPOT IN BRANDON OFFERS 
QUALITY ITEMS AT RESALE PRICES
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HCA Healthcare has 
named Steve Young as its 
new chief executive officer. 
Young returns to Brandon 
Hospital after serving as 
chief executive officer of 
HCA Florida Blake Hospi-
tal and HCA Florida En-
glewood Hospital, bringing 
more than 18 years of pro-
gressive health care lead-
ership experience within 
HCA Healthcare.

Young most recently led 
HCA Florida Blake Hospi-
tal, where he oversaw one 
of the state’s premier Level 
II trauma centers and burn 
centers. Under his leadership, the hospital 
achieved record levels of patient, physician 
and colleague engagement while signifi-
cantly expanding access to emergency 
care through the opening of freestanding 
emergency departments in Palmetto and 
South Bradenton. He also strengthened 
Blake Hospital’s trauma and burn pro-
grams, ensuring more patients across Flor-
ida’s Gulf Coast had access to advanced, 
lifesaving care.

Young is also familiar with the Brandon 
community, having previously served as 
chief operating officer of Brandon Hos-
pital from 2019-20. During that time, he 
helped oversee numerous strategic expan-
sion projects, including emergency depart-
ment growth, operating room expansion, 
women’s services enhancements, graduate 
medical education initiatives and multi-
ple freestanding emergency departments 
serving the region. 

As CEO, Young will lead HCA Florida 
Brandon Hospital, the largest acute care 
hospital in HCA Healthcare’s West Flori-
da Division. The hospital includes six free-

standing emergency 
departments across 
Hillsborough and Polk 
counties, in addition 
to the hospital’s main 
adult emergency de-
partment and chil-
dren’s ER. Together, 
these facilities pro-
vide care for nearly 
220,000 patients an-
nually, including more 
than 165,000 emer-
gency visits.

“Steve is an accom-
plished leader with a 
proven track record of 
delivering exception-

al patient care, building strong cultures 
and expanding access to health care,” said 
Justin Brewer, chief operating officer at 
Brandon Hospital. “His previous leadership 
experience at Brandon Hospital, combined 
with his outstanding success leading hos-
pitals across West Florida, makes him the 
ideal person to lead our team.”

“I am honored to return to HCA Florida 
Brandon Hospital and rejoin a team that is 
deeply committed to serving this incredi-
ble community,” said Young. 

Young was born and raised in Saraso-
ta and is a graduate of Cardinal Mooney 
Catholic High School. He and his wife, 
Katherine, have been married for nine 
years and have two children, Emily (7) and 
Scarlett (5).

Young earned a Master of Business 
Administration from Saint Leo University 
and a bachelor’s degree in applied physi-
ology and kinesiology from the University 
of Florida. He has been recognized for his 
leadership and commitment to health care 
excellence, including receiving the Tampa 
Bay Business Journal’s Up & Comer Award.

Staff Report

STEVE YOUNG NAMED CEO OF HCA 
FLORIDA BRANDON HOSPITAL

(813) 643-7173

Find out more at our website: 

WWW.COGGINSPLUMBING.COM
Proudly serving the Tampa Bay area for over 30 years.

24 Hour Emergency Service
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• Plumbing Repairs
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• Remodels
• Fixtures & Accessories
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• Water Softener Installation
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REPIPES

Steve Young, new CEO of HCA Florida 
Brandon Hospital.

The Brandon 
Riverview Cham-
ber of Com-
merce is proud 
to present the 
2026 Candidate 
Connection, for-
merly known as 
the Hob Nob, on 
Thursday, Au-
gust 6, from 6-8 
p.m. at The Re-
gent, located at 
6437 Watson Rd. 
in Riverview. This 
year’s event, pre-
sented by Curry 
Law Group and 
powered by RSA Consulting Group, will also 
commemorate America’s 250th birthday, 
providing a meaningful opportunity for civic 
engagement while celebrating our nation’s 
history.

Candidate Connection is designed to con-
nect voters with the individuals seeking to 
serve their communities. The event offers a 
welcoming, nonpartisan environment where 
attendees can meet candidates, visit sponsor 
and community organization booths, learn 
about local initiatives and public services 
and engage in meaningful conversations 
with neighbors and community leaders.

Guests will enjoy light refreshments 
while networking with local business pro-
fessionals, elected officials and residents 
from across Hillsborough County. The event 
encourages informed civic participation by 
providing direct access to candidates repre-
senting a variety of local, county, state and 
federal offices.

For attendees seeking a more in-depth 
experience, VIP admission includes early en-
try from 5-6 p.m. and exclusive small-group 

conversations 
with partici-
pating candi-
dates. These 
sessions pro-
vide an oppor-
tunity to hear 
directly from 
c a n d i d ate s 
about their 
visions, priori-
ties and policy 
positions in a 
more personal 
setting.

Candidates 
c u r r e n t l y 
scheduled to 

participate include Sara Peacock, judge can-
didate; Daniela Simic, Hillsborough County 
School Board; Sally Harris Williamson, Hill-
sborough County School Board, District 6; 
Nina McGucken Alvarez, circuit judge; Louie 
Aguila, judge candidate; Bob Henriquez, Hill-
sborough County property appraiser; Josh-
ua Wostal, Hillsborough County Commis-
sion, District 7; Cindy Stuart, Hillsborough 
County Commission, District 7; Stacy Hahn, 
Hillsborough County Commission, District 5 
(countywide); Brittany Lyssy, Hillsborough 
County School Board; Aileen Rodriguez, 
Hillsborough County Commission, District 7; 
Kevin Steele, U.S. Congress; and Bea Valenti, 
U.S. Congress.

Additional candidates may be announced 
prior to the event.

“Candidate Connection is one of our com-
munity’s most important civic engagement 
events,” said Amber Aaron, president and 
CEO of the Brandon Riverview Chamber of 
Commerce. For ticket information and event 
details, visit www.centralhillsboroughcham-
ber.com.

Staff Report

COME MEET YOUR CANDIDATES AT 
THE 2026 CANDIDATE CONNECTION
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since August 2024.
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property
report

Call us to see what that means for YOU!
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VERIFY BEFORE YOU BUY TM

TAMPA BAY PROPERTY
TURNOVER INTELLIGENCE SYSTEM TM

Call 656-222-1706  |  www.coastalverify.com

Risk & Hazard IdentificationProperty Condition Verification
Photo Documented Reports

Garage Door Service, Repair & Installation

steve@mastergaragedoor.com
mastergaragedoor.com
28 years serving the community 

with only the highest quality 
parts and service.

FREE 
Estimates

on New
Garage Door

Installs

• Residential Garage Doors
• Garage Door Openers
• Broken Springs
• Cables
• Rollers
• Doors off Track

Celebrating 28 Years of Serving Our Community

813-465-3082
walkthewalkppc.com

Dogs * Cats * Exotic Pets * Pets With Medical Needs
Walk the Walk, it’s not just our name it’s how we do business!

Daily Dog Walks & Drop-In Visits  l  Vacation Care & Almost Overnights
Specialized Care for Seniors and Medical Needs

@walkthewalkppc

Trusted experienced care when you can’t be there.

“If you need insurance Craig is your guy! He is great and gives you exactly what you want
and always finds the budget you want to stay in. If you’re not satisfied with what you have

he’s always happy to help so that you’re happy!” - S. Farquhar

Call us: 813.230.2838
Call Today

Visit Our Website:
www.EdgePoolsFL.com

Family Owned & OperatedLic#: CPC1459497

POOL MAINTENANCE PLANS
Resurfacing * Weekly Maintenance

Repairs * Acid Washes

KERRIE HOENING
Advertising Sales Manager

Valrico & Corporate Accounts

813-625-1527
Kerrie@OspreyObserver.com

www.OspreyObserver.com

Let me help market
YOUR business.

Southern Construction Industries, Inc southern.construction

 When disaster strikes,
Southern Construction is ready

to help you rebuild.

Specializing In: Water * Fire * Mold * Flood

 813-848-4213
southernconstruction.net

office@southernconstruction.net

CGC1526952

Florida Certified
      General Contractor

IICRC Certified

Certifications in:
      Water Restoration
      Fire & Smoke
      Mold Remediation

Expert Emergency Care Available 24/7

As Seen On
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Tampa-based nonprofit Dogs Inc. has 
gifted a Brandon resident with the organi-
zation’s first Type 1 diabetes service dog, 
kickstarting the organization’s new Type 1 
program.

Dogs Inc., created in 1982, has a variety 
of nationwide programs for service dogs, 
including guide dogs, service dogs for vet-
erans suffering with post-traumatic stress 
disorder, Gold Star family dogs and more. 
The Type 1 service dog program is brand-
new, with Latha Dawn Sullivan being the 
first recipient.

Sullivan was diagnosed with Type 1 when 
she was 3 years old. Growing up, Sullivan 
struggled with diabetes “ruling her life,” as 
well as her siblings and parents’ lives, she 
said.

“I was considered a ‘brittle diabetic’ be-
cause my blood sugar levels were constant-
ly fluctuating based on my emotions, stress, 
excitement and daily activities,” Sullivan 
said. “I was very

blessed to have a wonderful family that 
always made life as normal as possible.”

She began her Type 1 service dog research 
in 2022, quickly hitting financial and loca-
tional roadblocks. The only program that 
met her standards was Dogs Inc., which had 
not advertised a Type 1 service program. 

Sullivan reached out to the nonprofit and 

was informed that it had re-
cently launched a program for 
Type 1 diabetics and jumped on 
the opportunity to be added to 
its waitlist at the end of 2025. 
While wait times for service 
dogs vary, Sullivan’s service dog, 
a black Labrador lovingly named 
Rita, was placed within her care 
at the beginning of 2026. 

Dogs Inc. was able to provide 
Sullivan with Rita free of cost, as 
all of its programs come at no 

cost to the service dog recipient. Dogs Inc. 
is fully funded off donations and is operated 
by volunteers.

Alysia Santos is the scent detection pro-
gram manager for the Type 1 program at 
Dogs Inc., overseeing the entire process of 
training and homing of the dogs. 

The total training period for the dogs lasts 
around two years. Volunteer puppy raisers 
provide the puppies with foundational train-
ing till they are about 16-18 months. 

Type 1 trainers will teach the dogs to put 
their paws on them and eventually pair that 
cue with the scent of low blood sugar, which 
is followed by more advanced, nuanced 
tasks. The smells are obtained by volunteers 
with Type 1 who donate scent samples, such 
as perspiration or saliva.

Rita has greatly impacted Sullivan and 
the management of her Type 1 diabetes. 
She was constantly on alert with her diabe-
tes before receiving Rita, carrying an emer-
gency bag full of medications, snacks and 
juices everywhere she went. She has been 
able to live her life with less stress with Rita, 
as she is trained to detect blood sugar level 
changes and notifies Sullivan 10-20 minutes 
before her electronic medical devices can.

For more information and to get involved, 
visit  https://dogsinc.org/.

By Chloe Wagner

BRANDON WOMAN RECEIVES FIRST 
TYPE 1 DIABETES SERVICE DOG

SharkCon 12 
is set to make 
a splash at the 
Florida State 
Fa i r g r o u n d s 
Expo Hall on 
Saturday and 
Sunday, July 
18-19, bringing 
together shark 
experts, conser-
vationists, ce-
lebrities and ocean enthusiasts for a 
weekend packed with education, en-
tertainment and family fun.

Now in its 12th year, SharkCon has 
become one of the nation’s premier 
shark and ocean-themed conventions, 
offering something for everyone — 
from curious families and beach lovers 
to marine science enthusiasts and dedicated 
shark fans.

One of this year’s highlights is the pre-
miere of Water Park Shark, the latest film 
from Anthony C. Ferrante, director of the 
wildly popular Sharknado franchise. Fer-
rante, along with the film’s cast, will attend 
a special screening followed by a ques-
tion-and-answer session with fans.

Visitors will also have the opportunity 
to meet and hear from scientists, conser-
vationists and television personalities fea-
tured on Discovery Channel’s Shark Week 
and National Geographic’s SharkFest. These 
experts will share stories from the field, 
discuss shark research and offer behind-the-
scenes insights into filming some of televi-
sion’s most popular shark programs.

Celebrity guest Mario Van Peebles, known 
for his acting and directing career and his 
role in Jaws: The Revenge, is also scheduled 
to appear.

Beyond the celebrity lineup, SharkCon of-
fers dozens of interactive exhibits and activ-

ities. Clearwater Ma-
rine Aquarium, Mote 
Marine Laboratory 
& Aquarium, Gator-
land and numerous 
conservation orga-
nizations will be on-
site with educational 
displays, touch tanks 
and hands-on experi-
ences designed to in-

spire the next 
generation of 
ocean advo-
cates.

Families can 
enjoy a 45-
foot inflatable 
megalodon, a 
27-foot shark 

slide, shark tooth sand digs, paddleboard 
and kayak clinics, marine rescue demon-
strations and a free treasure map hunt with 
prizes for children. Guests can even try scu-
ba diving in a safe, controlled environment 
through the Off the Wall Adventures and 
Outfitters Scuba Pool.

“SharkCon is more than just a great time,” 
organizers said. “It is an event dedicated to 
raising awareness about shark and ocean 
conservation, as well as sustainability. We 
want to ensure the health of the oceans for 
generations to come.”

SharkCon 12 will take place from 9 a.m.-5 
p.m. on both July 18 and July 19 at the Flor-
ida State Fairgrounds Expo Hall, located at 
4800 U.S. 301 N. in Tampa.

Advance tickets are available online, with 
adult admission priced at $24.95 and chil-
dren’s admission at $9.95. Tickets will also 
be available at the door.

For more information, tickets or volunteer 
opportunities, visit https://sharkcon.com/ or 
call 941-539-0833.

Staff Report

SHARKCON 12 BRINGS SHARKS, SCIENCE 
AND HOLLYWOOD TO TAMPA THIS JULY



Page 14 Valrico Edition Volume 23, Issue 7

www.edwardjones.com/adam-benabram

As your life changes, so do your insurance needs. 
That’s why it’s important to review your coverage 
regularly. An insurance review from Edward Jones  
can also help ensure that:

• You have the appropriate amount and type  
of coverage for your needs. 

• Beneficiary designations are up-to-date and 
policy ownership is listed properly.

• Your policies are performing as expected.

• Your premiums are still competitive.

Edward Jones is a licensed insurance producer in all states and Washington, D.C., through Edward D. Jones & Co., L.P., and in California,New Mexico and 
Massachusetts through Edward Jones Insurance Agency of California, L.L.C.; Edward Jones Insurance Agency of New Mexico, L.L.C.; and Edward Jones 
Insurance Agency of Massachusetts, L.L.C.

Call today for a complimentary review to help ensure your policies 
fully meet your needs and those of your loved ones.

How well are you and your loved  
ones protected?

Adam M benAbram
Financial Advisor
10312 W Bloomingdale Ave
Suite 105
Riverview, FL 33578
813-626-3052
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My team and I will take the time to truly get to know you, since how we turn your vision into a reality is 
very unique to you. I’ll work with you to create a personalized financial strategy that includes advice, 
tools and resources to help you achieve your financial goals. 

I’ll do this in three important steps:
1. Understanding what’s important to you 

Your strategy should be personalized. So, before
I make a recommendation, we’ll work closely
together to understand what is most important to
you, including your goals, comfort with risk and
how you’d prefer to work together.

2. Using an established process to build
your personalized financial strategies
I use an established 5-step Process, incorporating
what’s important to you, to develop a personalized
strategy using our advice, guidance and advanced
tools. Our 5-step Process helps me fully understand
what is most important to you and then create a
personalized and actionable financial strategy.

3. Partnering together over time to help
keep you on track
Markets, interest rates and life’s priorities may
change, but our relationship and my commitment
to helping you achieve your goals won’t. I’ll make
sure I’m with you every step of the way by:

• Providing regular reviews and updates
• Identifying timely risks and opportunities
• Helping you keep your emotions in check

during market volatility
• Helping you prepare for the unexpected

I believe that when it comes to your financial 
strategy, you deserve a personal relationship and 
professional advice. My goal is to help you achieve 
your goals. That means focusing on the future you 
see for yourself, building strategies just for you and 
helping you stay on track by partnering together 
over the long term.

How we work together:  
Helping you reach your financial goals

It takes a team
When we develop your financial strategy, you’re 
backed by all of Edward Jones. Along with my 
team, you have the expertise of our Investment 
Policy Committee, our product review team and 
research analysts behind you all the way.

These teams provide the guidance and 
resources to help me:
• Develop a financial strategy for your goals
• Build your personalized investment portfolio
• Identify and address potential risks

and opportunities
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United Food 
Bank & Services 
(UFB) is expand-
ing its ability to 
fight hunger in 
Eastern Hillsbor-
ough County with 
the addition of a 
new refrigerat-
ed box truck and 
forklift, thanks 
to the support of 
community part-
ners and local government.

The nonprofit celebrated the new equip-
ment during a ribbon-cutting and reveal 
ceremony held on June 23 at its Plant City 
headquarters. Community leaders, fund-
ing partners and supporters gathered to 
mark the milestone, which officials say will 
strengthen UFB’s ability to rescue, trans-
port, store and distribute fresh food to fam-
ilies in need.

The new refrigerated truck was made 
possible through funding from Publix Super 
Markets Charities and The Mosaic Com-
pany, while Hillsborough County provided 
funding for the organization’s new forklift.

District 4 Hillsborough County Commis-
sioner Christine Miller joined representa-
tives from the sponsoring organizations and 
United Food Bank & Services leadership for 
the ceremony, highlighting the importance 
of partnerships in addressing food insecuri-
ty across the region.

According to UFB, the refrigerated truck 
will significantly increase the organization’s 
capacity to safely transport perishable food 
items, including fresh produce, dairy prod-
ucts and other refrigerated goods. The addi-
tion will allow the food bank to rescue more 
food that might otherwise go to waste while 
ensuring it reaches local families safely.

The new forklift 
will improve ware-
house efficiency 
by making it easier 
to move, organize 
and distribute large 
quantities of food. 
Together, the two 
pieces of equipment 
are expected to in-
crease the organi-
zation’s overall dis-
tribution capacity 

and help meet the growing demand for food 
assistance throughout Eastern Hillsborough 
County.

The investment comes as United Food 
Bank & Services continues to serve a grow-
ing number of residents facing food inse-
curity. During the 2024-2025 fiscal year, 
the nonprofit distributed the equivalent of 
3,534,951 meals to children, families, se-
niors and individuals across the community.

Organization leaders said the addition-
al equipment will help expand that impact 
for years to come by increasing operational 
efficiency and allowing staff and volunteers 
to reach more neighbors with fresh, nutri-
tious food.

United Food Bank & Services, located 
at 702 E. Alsobrook St. in Plant City, pro-
vides hunger relief, nutrition education and 
community support programs throughout 
Eastern Hillsborough County. Its mission 
is to provide dignified access to food and 
essential resources for those in need while 
helping families build healthier, more secure 
futures.

United Food Bank & Services is a nonprof-
it organization serving Eastern Hillsborough 
County through hunger relief, nutrition ed-
ucation, and community support programs. 
For more, visit www.UFBPC.org.

By Libby Hopkins

UNITED FOOD BANK EXPANDS HUNGER 
RELIEF WITH NEW TRUCK, FORKLIFT

There couldn’t 
have been more than 
a dozen people gath-
ered on the patio at 
The Talking Pint in 
Riverview that eve-
ning. No stage lights. 
No backstage secu-
rity. No road crew. 
Just a man with a 
guitar, an amplifier, 
a couple of speak-
ers and a handful of 
people enjoying an 
intimate acoustic 
performance.

As a longtime Porcupine Tree fan, I 
knew exactly who I was watching. Looking 
around, I couldn’t help but wonder if anyone 
else did.

For more than three decades, Brandon na-
tive John Wesley Dearth III, better known 
simply as Wes to friends and family, has built 
a career taking him around the world, per-
forming alongside internationally respected 
musicians on stages across North America, 
Europe and Asia.

What stayed with me wasn’t just the 
music. It was the man behind it. Between 
songs, Wesley thanked people for coming, 
talked with anyone who wanted to say hel-
lo and carried himself with the humility of 
someone playing his first local show.

It reminded me that many people in Bran-
don and the surrounding communities have 
no idea that one of rock’s most respected 
touring guitarists quietly calls Tampa Bay 
home.

That story comes full circle on Friday, July 
24, when Wesley returns to the Tampa Bay 
area with Vertical Horizon for a concert at 
Jannus Live, located at 200 First Ave. N., 
Ste. 206, in downtown St. Petersburg. Fans 
can expect to hear Vertical Horizon favor-

ites, including 
“ Ev e r y t h i n g 
You Want,” 
“You’re a God” 
and “Best I 
Ever Had (Grey 
Sky Morning),” 
along with 
Tonic’s signa-
ture hit, “If 
You Could Only 
See.”

A 1980 grad-
uate of Brandon 
High School 
and former 

student at Nativity Catholic School, Wesley 
built his career one opportunity at a time. 
He released several critically acclaimed solo 
albums and spent years touring internation-
ally with Porcupine Tree, logging more than 
450 performances before joining Vertical 
Horizon.

Along the way, Wesley developed friend-
ships with many of rock’s most respected 
artists, including legendary Rush drummer 
Neil Peart. Vertical Horizon founder Matt 
Scannell also worked with Peart, collabo-
rating with him on the band’s 2009 album, 
Burning the Days. 

Today, Wesley tours with Vertical Horizon, 
the multiplatinum band whose music helped 
define late-’90s rock. More than 25 years af-
ter the release of Everything You Want, the 
band continues to perform throughout the 
United States and internationally. He and his 
wife, Becka, a Ruskin native, chose to make 
the area their home rather than relocate to 
one of the music industry’s traditional hubs.

“I’m thrilled to be doing a hometown gig 
and excited to see a ton of friends and fami-
ly,” Wesley said.

For Brandon, it’s a chance to applaud one 
of its own.

By Brian Bokor

JOHN WESLEY COMES HOME TO PERFORM 
WITH BAND VERTICAL HORIZON

Brandon native John Wesley Dearth III (far left) and 
Vertical Horizon perform at Jannus Live in 

St. Petersburg on Friday, July 24”

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE THIRTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR 

HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY, FLORIDA PROBATE DIVISION

IN RE ESTATE OF:
File No. 2026-CP-002271

BRIAN ANTHONY CASTILLO,          Probate Division
  Deceased.

The administration of the estate of Brian Anthony Castillo, deceased, File No. 
2026-CP-002271, is pending in the Circuit Court for Hillsborough County, 

Florida, Probate Division, the address of which is 2853 Lake Michaela, Valrico, 
Florida 33596, care of Ashley Castillo personal representative of the Estate of 

Brian Anthony Castillo.
The names and addresses of the personal representative of the estate as well as the 

personal representative’s attorney are set forth below.
All creditors of the Decedent and other persons having claims or demands 

against the Decedent’s estate, including unmatured, contingent or unliquidated 
claims, on whom a copy of this notice is served must file their claims with this 

court WITNIN THE LATER OF 3 MONTHS AFTER THE DATE OF THE 
FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS AFTER THE DATE OF 

SERVICE OF A COPY OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM.
All other creditors of the Decedent and other persons having claims or demands 
against the Decedent’s estate, including unmatured, contingent or unliquidated 

claims, must file their claims
with this court WITHIN THREE (3) MONTHS AFTER THE DATE OF THE 

FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.
ALL CLAIMS NOT SO FILED WITHIN THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH 

IN§733.702 OF THE FLORIDA PROBATE CODE WILL BE FOREVER 
BARRED.

NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY 
CLAIM FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT’S DATE 

OF DEATH IS BARRED UNDER FLORIDA LAW.
The date of the first publication of this Notice is Wednesday, July 15, 2026.

Attorney for Personal Representative:   Personal Representative:
Lane Johnson, Esq.     Ashley Castillo
Florida Bar No. 0078984    2853 Lake Michaela
111 North Calhoun Street    Valrico, Florida 33596
Tallahassee, Florida 32301    Phone #: (202) 374-3797
Phone #: (850) 294-9740                              email: ashleycastillo850@gmail.com
Email: lanejohnsonlaw2020@gmail.com
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In a fast-mov-
ing Tampa Bay 
real estate market, 
27North Realty has 
carved out a repu-
tation built on some-
thing simple but 
increasingly rare: 
putting people be-
fore transactions.

“We believe peo-
ple are looking for 
something different 
than they were even a few 
years ago,” said broker/own-
er Gregg Calvert. “They want 
honest advice, local expertise 
and someone who will tell 
them the truth, even when it’s 
not the easiest conversation.”

Calvert said that philosophy 
is the foundation of 27North 
Realty, where agents are encouraged to pri-
oritize relationships over commissions.

“Clients continue to choose us because 
they know we genuinely care about the out-
come, not just the sale,” said Calvert.

That approach is reflected in the compa-
ny’s guiding phrase, ‘navigate home,’ which 
Calvert described as a commitment to clari-
ty and care throughout the buying or selling 
process.

“Buying or selling a home can feel over-
whelming,” he said. “‘Navigate home’ means 
helping people understand their options so 
they can make confident decisions.”

Guidance often includes educating clients 
on flood zones, insurance costs, waterfront 
considerations, builder contracts, HOA rules 
and longterm financial implications.

“We want our clients to feel informed, 
prepared and supported every step of the 
way,” Calvert said.

As Tampa Bay continues to grow, Calvert 

said buyers 
are becoming 
more inten-
tional.

“The days of 
making rushed 
decisions are 
largely behind 
us,” he said.

Buyers are 
weighing val-
ue, insurance 
costs and life-

style more carefully. Wa-
terfront sellers, meanwhile, 
are focusing on presenta-
tion and pricing as compe-
tition increases.

“SouthShore attracts 
families who want more 
space, newer homes and 
a strong sense of connec-

tion,” he said.
Calvert’s promise to “outwork, out-pre-

pare and out-care” shows up in ways that 
rarely appear on a closing statement.

“We’ve coordinated contractors, inspec-
tions, estate sales, moving companies, attor-
neys, title issues and repairs long before a 
home ever reaches the market,” he said.

For newcomers to Florida, the team 
spends time explaining communities, 
schools, flood zones and lifestyle differences.

“We want them to choose the right com-
munity, not just the right house,” he said.

“Real estate is ultimately about people,” 
he said. “Homes matter because of the lives 
that happen inside them. Our goal is to help 
people navigate those moments with confi-
dence, clarity and care.”

For more information visit www.27north-
realty.com or call 813-645-4663. 27North 
Realty’s office is located at 6138 N. U.S. 41 
in Apollo Beach.

By Kelly Wise Valdes

27NORTH REALTY BUILDS ITS BRAND 
ON CONFIDENCE, CLARITY AND CARE

27 North Realty’s Shawna and broker/owner Gregg Calvert.
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Rotary’s Camp 
Florida has been a 
part of the Brandon 
community since the 
1950s. It was origi-
nally a camp used by 
the United Methodist 
Church, but in 1991, 
Rotary’s Camp Flori-
da was incorporated 
to acquire, operate 
and maintain a year-
round camp facility 
for children with spe-
cial medical needs. 
The property on 
which Rotary’s Camp 
Florida sits was pur-
chased on December 
26, 1991, and exten-
sively remodeled. As 
the church camp was 
built in the 1950s, it 
was not designed for 
special-needs chil-
dren.

“It a local hidden 
gem, and I don’t want 
it to be hidden any-
more,” said Rotary’s 
Camp Florida’s new 
director, Eleanor Saunders.

Saunders is a Brandon resident, a Rotarian 
and the former executive director of ECHO 
of Brandon. She begins her new journey as 
the camp’s director on Monday, July 13.

“I was at ECHO for 11 years and I prayed 
very hard about taking the first step for the 
position at Rotary’s Camp Florida,” Saun-
ders said. “The first step was submitting my 
resume, and from that point it all seemed to 

fall into place.”
The mission of Ro-

tary’s Camp Florida 
is to provide a safe, 
fun space to learn, 
grow and play for 
groups whose mem-
bers need supportive 
accommodations.

“Rotary’s Camp 
Florida is a 21-acre, 
A D A- c o m p l i a n t 
campsite, and I can’t 
wait to start pro-
moting the camp’s 
mission to the com-
munity and beyond,” 
Saunders said. “It is 
a place that has so 
much potential, and 
I love helping local 
nonprofit organi-
zations realign and 
grow.”

“I love that the 
camp has something 
for everyone,” Saun-
ders said. “My hope 
for the camp is that 
it will become very 
well known in the 

local market as an option for retreats and 
events, and that earned revenue will fully 
support our campers, so kids with special 
needs can come to camp without money be-
ing a concern. They can just come to camp 
and be a kid.”

For more, visit the camp’s website at 
https://rotaryscampflorida.org/ or call 813-
654-4042. The camp is located at 1915 
Camp Florida Rd. in Brandon.

TRUST LOCAL
Built By Our Family. Made For Yours.
Call today to schedule your complimentary
consultation on a new custom swimming pool,
backyard renovation, or weekly maintenance!

TRANSFORM YOUR POOL!
We Specialize In New Pool Construction,
Remodeling, Resurfacing & Refinishing
Existing Pools!

Call Your Local Pool Experts!
Proudly Serving All Of
Hillsborough County!

813-689-5197A P O L L O P O O L S . N E TA P O L L O P O O L S . N E T

Design Today, Dive In by Spring!

813-689-5197

Call Your Local Pool Experts!
Proudly Serving All Of
Hillsborough County!

BUILD NOW
Call today to schedule your complimentary
consultation on a new custom swimming pool,
backyard renovation, or weekly maintenance!

TRANSFORM YOUR POOL!
We Specialize In Remodeling & Resurfacing
Existing Pools, Landscapes & Hardscapes!

By Libby Hopkins

ROTARY’S CAMP FLORIDA NAMES 
ELEANOR SAUNDERS AS NEW 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Eleanor Saunders will become the new Director 
of Rotary’s Camp Florida on July 13 of this year. 

Saunders is a Brandon resident, a Rotarian and the 
former Executive Director of E.C.H.O. of Brandon.

Jonathan Cestero is 
a local music teacher 
who loves to continue 
learning right along 
with his students. 
Each school semester, 
he picks a new instru-
ment to learn how 
to play while his stu-
dents are learning to 
play it as well.

“I believe it is im-
portant to always 
keep growing,” Ces-
tero said. “As a mu-
sician, I enjoy the 
challenge of learning 
a new instrument and 
also showing my students the time and 
dedication required to play it. Together, we 
experience the highs and lows of music. 
This year, I chose the trombone.”

Cestero is the director of bands at Man-
atee School for the Arts but lives in the 
Brandon area. He began playing music pro-
fessionally at 18 after high school.

“My first band was with friends, and we 
were called The Super Villains,” Cestero 
said. “We later developed into a full-time 
traveling gig that continued for 13 years. 
Afterwards, I attended the University of 
South Florida, where I earned my bache-
lor’s degree, majoring in jazz performance. I 
continued my education by obtaining a 
master’s degree in jazz performance, also 
from USF.”

During his education, Cestero was able 
to study and perform in multiple countries 
such as Germany, England, Scotland, Co-
lombia and Italy.

“My time in Italy gave me the opportu-

nity to perform in 
one of the largest 
jazz festivals in the 
world, Umbria Jazz 
Festival,” Cestero 
said. “Throughout 
this time of edu-
cation and explo-
ration I performed 
with professional 
jazz acts such as 
Michael Bublé, The 
Temptations and 
The Glenn Miller Or-
chestra. Additional-
ly, I performed at 
the 2019 Women’s 
World Cup in Le 

Havre, France, as well as playing the 2025 
Presidential Inauguration for the Veteran’s 
Ball.”

Teaching music is something Cestero is 
something he truly loves.

“Now, I apply my trade to students ages 
11-18 as the director of bands for Manatee 
School for the Arts,” Cestero said. “In this 
position, I am able to teach different levels 
of concert band material, percussion en-
sembles and a jazz band.”

So, which instrument will Cestero pick 
for himself and his students to learn when 
school goes back in session for the fall?

“This upcoming year, I will attempt 
to learn the oboe,” Cestero said. “It is an 
essential instrument for a woodwind per-
former like me. I’m also always on the look-
out for donated instruments because so 
many children need them.”

If you have any instruments you would 
like to donate to Cestero, you can email him 
at jcestero@msa.raeschools.org. 

By Libby Hopkins

LOCAL MUSIC TEACHER SHARE HIS 
PASSION FOR LEARNING TO PLAY 

INSTRUMENTS WITH HIS STUDENTS
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1320 Oakfield Drive  //  Brandon, FL 33511 
813-607-6880  //  Sales@ambiancebrandon.com 
AmbianceBrandon.com
Assisted Living Facility #PENDING

Creating the Best Day Possible™

Available both in person and virtually.
AMBIANCE AT BRANDON 

1320 Oakfield Drive // Brandon, FL 33511

THIRD TUESDAY OF  
EVERY MONTH AT 6:30 PM

FOURTH WEDNESDAY OF  
EVERY MONTH AT 2:00 PM

Questions?  
Please call Jill at 813-607-6880.

At Ambiance at Brandon, we understand the journey of caring for a loved one 
with memory loss—and the importance of having support along the way.

We offer Dementia & Alzheimer’s Support Groups for care partners and 
families in our community, providing connection, encouragement, 
education, and understanding in a compassionate environment focused 
on Creating the Best Day Possible.

YOU ARE NOT ALONE. 

Scan the QR code  
to visit our Events 

Page to learn more 
about upcoming 

support groups and 
community events.

Join us for our  
Alzheimer’s Support Group for Caregivers

Main Office: 108 S. St. Cloud Ave, Valrico
Hours: 6am - 6 pm

Fax (813)685-3607 | brandonpestcontrol@tampabay.rr.com

Serving: Clearwater - Tampa - Orlando - Plant City

BRANDON TERMITE
& PEST CONTROL

BRANDON TERMITE
& PEST CONTROL

#1 BUG MUGGERS
Termidor 10 Year Guarantee Against Subterranean Termites

SINCE 1973

For a FREE ESTIMATE
call (813)685-7711

3452 Lithia Pinecrest Rd, Valrico
(Located in the Fresh Market Plaza)

813-65-SUSHI
Mon - Fri 11:30-2:30 & 5-9 | Sat 12-9

Sundays 12-8:30 (Serving lunch until 3 p.m.)

10%
OFF
entire purchase

Sunflower Cafe
3452 Lithia Pinecrest Rd.,

Valrico
813-65-SUSHI

Only valid with regular menu. With this coupon. 
Must present before submitting payment.

 Before tax.  One coupon per visit. Not valid with 
other offers  Offer expires 9/30/231/31/248/31/247/31/26

As the 
s u m m e r 
heat rolls 
into Florida, 
many local 
activities be-
gin to wind 
down. But at 
La Viva Pla-
za, the com-
munity en-
ergy is just 
warming up. 
The Bran-
don Sunday 
Market is 
officially launching its highly anticipated 
summer season, offering residents a vi-
brant, local escape every second Sunday 
of each month from 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

Organized entirely by Oh So Rustic, 
a beloved brick-and-mortar home de-
cor store located right on the market 
site at 788 W. Lumsden Rd. in Brandon, 
the event has become a staple for local 
shopping. While some might question 
launching a market series in the middle 
of a brutal Sunshine State summer, the 
organizers view it as business as usual.

“During our almost 10 years of exis-
tence, we have always operated in the 
summer,” the organizers shared. “We 
have many full-time vendors; it’s also 
a good time for relatively new vendors 
to gain some experience, and frank-
ly the weather is not much different in 
July than it is in September. It’s Florida, 
baby!”

The market provides a crucial plat-
form for small businesses. Vendor and 
food truck spots are intentionally kept 
accessible at just $40, which helps keep 
the marketplace dynamic. While sum-

mer can oc-
c a s i o n a l l y 
see a slight 
dip in sheer 
numbers, it 
opens the 
door for 
fresh faces.

“ S u m m e r 
does seem 
to bring out 
some new 
and original 
vendors of 
all types,” 
the organiz-

ers noted, ensuring that attendees will 
always find something unique.

Beyond the unique artisan crafts and 
delicious food truck eats, what truly sets 
this event apart is its deep, grassroots 
connection to the neighborhood. In a 
landscape often dominated by third-par-
ty event coordinators, this market is 
proudly homegrown.

“We are not one of the many out-of-
area ‘vendor management companies,’” 
the owners emphasized.

Instead, they described the gathering 
as “a market by the people for the peo-
ple” wholly focused on fostering a genu-
ine local connection.

For those planning to attend the up-
coming dates on July 12 and August 9, 
the atmosphere promises to be incred-
ibly lively. The market features free ad-
mission, pet-friendly walking paths, in-
teractive booths and live entertainment 
courtesy of Music By Robbie.

“Our vendors are dancing in the aisles 
when they’re not selling merch,” the 
owners added. “It is Brandon’s market 
and we are honored to be a part of it.”

By Srishti Tripathi

OH SO RUSTIC MARKET KICKS OFF 
VIBRANT SUMMER SEASON
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Resort-Style Senior Living
SET  WITH IN  17  PR IVATE  ACRES ,  OPENING  FALL  2026

F IVE  UN IQUE  RESTAURANTS  FEATURING  LOCALLY  SOURCED  CU IS INE

SPACES  AND  EXPER IENCES  TO  INSP IRE  MEANINGFUL  CONNECT IONS

813-642-4021
GalleryTampa.com

5049 Bell Shoals Rd. | Valrico, FL 33596ALF license pending.

Visit Our Leasing Showroom

INDEPENDENT LIVING  |  ASSISTED LIVING |  MEMORY CARE

For more than 
seven decades, 
the GFWC Bran-
don Junior Wom-
an’s Club has been 
making a lasting 
difference in the 
Brandon com-
munity through 
volunteer service, 
fundraising efforts 
and outreach pro-
grams. Founded in 1955, the organization is 
part of the General Federation of Women’s 
Clubs and is dedicated to improving the 
lives of others through hands-on service 
and community support.

Leading the club is second-year President 
Mylisa Cartmill, whose passion for helping 
others reflects the organization’s mission. 
Cartmill proudly embraces the club’s motto: 
“We don’t sit, we don’t stand, we SERVE.” 
Whether she is organizing community proj-
ects or rescuing French bulldogs in need of 
loving homes, she is committed to making 
a positive impact.

A third-generation Floridian who grew 
up in Brandon, Cartmill has deep roots in 
the community she serves. Her dedication 

to helping others 
and creating posi-
tive change inspires 
fellow members and 
encourages more 
women to become 
involved. Looking 
ahead, she hopes to 
expand the club’s 
membership and 
continue strength-
ening its presence 
throughout the 

Brandon area.
The GFWC 

Brandon Junior 
Woman’s Club 
provides women 
with opportuni-
ties to give back, 
develop leader-
ship skills and 
build meaningful 
friendships while 
serving their com-

munity. The club meets on the first Thurs-
day of every month at 7 p.m. at the historic 
Brandon Woman’s Club clubhouse, located 
at 129 N. Moon Ave. in Brandon. Members 
pay annual dues, and women interested in 
joining are encouraged to attend a meeting 
and learn more about the organization’s 
mission and impact.

For women looking to make a difference, 
the Brandon Junior Woman’s Club offers 
an opportunity to turn compassion into ac-
tion. As Cartmill and her fellow members 
continue their work, they prove that when 
women come together with a shared pur-
pose, they have the power to create mean-
ingful change in their community. For more, 
visit www.gfwcbrandonjuniors.org.

By Ella Baroni

GFWC BR. JUNIOR WOMAN’S CLUB 
CONTINUES 70-YEAR LEGACY OF 
COMMUNITY SERVICE & IMPACT

The GFWC Brandon Junior Woman’s Club welcomes new members. 

F a m i l i e s 
from across 
Hi l lsborough 
County are in-
vited to kick 
off the new 
school year 
at the  2026 
Back 2 School 
Bash, taking 
place  on Sat-
urday, August 
1, from 9 a.m.-
12 Noon  at 
the  Hillsbor-
ough County 
Fairgrounds , 
located at  215 
Sydney Wash-
er Rd. in Dover.

The annu-
al community 
outreach event 
brings togeth-
er the Hills-
borough County Fair,  Hillsborough County 
Public Schools, local nonprofits, churches, 
businesses and community partners with 
one common goal: helping students begin 
the school year prepared for success.

This free event will feature:
• A backpack and school supply giveaway 

(while supplies last).
• Resources from Hillsborough County 

Public Schools.
• More than 100 community vendors.
• Family-friendly activities.
• a kid zone and bounce houses.
• Information on educational and com-

munity support services.
Registration for the 2026 backpack give-

away will be walk-up only, making it easier 
than ever for families in need to receive as-

sistance. 
“ T h e 

Back 2 
School Bash 
is much 
more than 
a school 
supply give-
away,” or-
g a n i z e r s 
said. “It’s 
an opportu-
nity for our 
community 
to come to-
gether and 
ensure every 
child begins 
the school 
year with 
confidence, 
encourage-
ment and 
the resourc-
es they need 

to succeed.”
Each year, thousands of children and 

families attend the event, making it one of 
the largest back-to-school outreach efforts 
in Hillsborough County. In addition to re-
ceiving backpacks and school supplies, fam-
ilies can connect with organizations offer-
ing valuable educational, health and social 
service resources. 

Community members, businesses, church-
es and civic organizations are encouraged 
to support the event through sponsorships, 
school supply donations or volunteering.

Additional information, sponsorship op-
portunities, volunteer registration and a list 
of needed school supplies are available at 
www.hillsboroughcountyfair.com/p/back-
to-school-bash. 

BACK 2 SCHOOL BASH COMING TO 
COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS ON AUGUST 1

Staff Report
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At the Y, youth, teens, and adults 
learn to swim in a safe, supportive 
environment with nationally 
certified instructors. Our lessons 
build confidence, teach life-saving 
water safety skills, and encourage 
a lifetime of healthy activity.

STRONG  
SWIMMERS
CONFIDENT  
KIDS

CAMPO FAMILY YMCA  
813.684.1371

NORTH BRANDON 
FAMILY YMCA  
813.685.5402

SPURLINO FAMILY YMCA 
AT BIG BEND ROAD   

813.228.9622

YMCA CAMP CRISTINA  
813.677.8400

SIGN UP TODAY  
FOR  SWIM LESSONS!

tampaymca.org

KRISTI MCCART, ESQ. LAUREL TESMER, ESQ.

10011 Water Works Lane, Riverview
813-498-2757 www.McCartTesmer.com

Info@McCartTesmer.com

Family Law ~ Estate Planning ~ Guardianship ~ Probate

Brian and Mika Klein-
schmidt of Riverview met in 
high school chorus class, but 
they didn’t become a couple 
until years later after high 
school. Mika spent a decade 
working in the fitness industry 
helping clients achieve their 
personal goals, while Brian 
went to attend the University 
of Central Florida, where he 
spent his spring breaks and 
weekends volunteering for 
Habitat for Humanity. He fell in 
love with building homes as he 
gained lots of hands-
on experience as well. 
After graduation 
he started flipping 
homes on his own.

The 2008 housing 
crash made a way 
for Brian and Mika’s 
paths to cross. Since 
the housing crash left 
Brian unable to flip 
homes, he started opening a chain of fitness 
clubs. This led to him connecting Mika and 
them becoming a couple, and a romance and 
business were born. While Mika was becom-
ing one of the top realtors in the area, Brian 
had the itch to get his hands dirty again with 
construction.

“Life has been amazing and we have done 
so much since we were in the fitness indus-
try,” Brian said.

The couple just wrapped up season six of 
their HGTV show, 100 Day Dream Home. 
Mika is also a mentor on the HGTV show 
Battle on the Beach, which premiered in 
June. Additionally, the couple has a local re-
alty company, Dirt 2 Design.

“We built this together from the ground 

up,” Mika said. 
“We are local 
realtors in the 
area, and we do 
a ton of proj-
ects with our 
local communi-
ty. Most of the 
things we do are 
not on TV.”

At Dirt 2 
Design, their ‘Dream–Design–Build–Start’ 
approach brings their clients’ entire real 
estate journey together in one seamless ex-
perience. Whether it’s helping them buy or 
sell in the Tampa Bay area, designing spaces 
that reflect their vision or building custom 
homes with trusted local partners, the Klein-
schmidts are with their clients every step of 
the way.

“With a personalized approach, strong lo-
cal connections and a commitment to excep-
tional service, we make it easy to turn your 
ideas into reality and confidently take the 
next step,” Brian said. 

For more information, visit the website at 
https://dirt2design.com/ or call 813-400-
3910.

By Libby Hopkins

HGTV’S HOMETOWN DREAM TEAM 
CELEBRATES SIXTH SEASON SUCCESS

Brian and Mika Kleinschmidt are HGTV reality TV stars and 
local real estate business owners.



Page 20 Valrico Edition Volume 23, Issue 7

SERVICE   SUPPLIES   REPAIRS   REMODELS

Custom Material Selection
Outdoor Kitchen Design

       & Fire Pits
Artificial Turf
Landscape & Patio Lighting

16715 FishHawk Blvd16715 FishHawk Blvd
Across from Newsome High SchoolAcross from Newsome High School

Lithia/FishHawkLithia/FishHawk

16715 FishHawk Blvd
Across from Newsome High School

Lithia/FishHawk
store191@pinchapenny.comstore191@pinchapenny.comstore191@pinchapenny.com

813-655-3700813-655-3700813-655-3700

Now OfferingNow Offering  
NEW Pool ConstructionNEW Pool Construction  

Now Offering 
NEW Pool Construction 

SCHEDULE YOUR FREE
CONSULTATION TODAY—

INCLUDES A TOUR OF
POOLS WE’VE BUILT FOR
HOMEOWNERS LIKE YOU

Family Owned & Operated

The Rutledge Family
Proudly Serving Our

Community for 18 Years

Showneen Hall of Riverview got a call on 
October 22, 2023, that no parent ever wants 
to get. The call she got was to let her know 
that her son, Walter Shumaker, had died of 
an overdose. To make matters worse, be-
cause Walter had been incarcerated a few 
times in his life, she did not receive support 
from her community in her time of need.

“After losing my son to fentanyl addiction, 
my family and I were met with judgment 
and stigma by the very community that 
should have embraced us,” Hall said. “The 
stress and harm caused by that treatment 
deeply affected my health and contributed 
to my suffering a heart attack.”

Hall’s son was just 27 years old at the time 
of his death.

Hall looked for support to help with her 
grief and found Tonya Aber of Ohio’s Face-
book post about an organization she started 
for families who were grieving the loss of 
loved ones who passed from drug overdoses.

“Tonya told me about her losing her 
daughter, Jessie, who also died from a fen-
tanyl overdose,” Hall said. “She also told me 
about the nonprofit she started to help fam-
ilies in the same situation as mine.”

Aber’s nonprofit is called 
4 Them We Fight, and its 
mission is to love, support, 
advocate and educate vet-
erans, addicts, those in re-
covery, those with mental 
illness and anybody else 
who may need a voice.

“We want to bring the 
veteran’s story of their her-
oism to the public, show 
those lost in addiction 
through those in recovery 
that hope is possible and 
bring strength and love to 
those who just feel beaten 
down,” Hall said. “This is 

why I started a Tampa chapter of 4 Them 
We Fight.”

“We are here to remind parents, especially 
mothers of addicted angels, that it is OK to 
not be OK,” Hall said. “There is no shame in 
loving a child who battled addiction, regard-
less of their past or their record.”

Through 4 Them We Fight, Hall has be-
come a certified NARCAN provider and is 
currently looking for local businesses that 
would allow her to put free NARCAN box-
es at their locations to help raise awareness 
about fentanyl overdose.

“NARCAN nasal spray competes with 
opioids to bind with the same receptors in 
the brain, reversing the effects of an opioid 
overdose in two to three minutes,” Hall said. 
“This can save lives.”

“I will be hosting support meetings once 
a month, and they are free to attend,” Hall 
said. “We are also looking for toiletry items 
to be donated so we can give out toiletry 
bags to the homeless in our area.”

To learn more, visit its website at 
https://4themwefight.org/ or contact Hall 
at 813-270-6896. 

MOM TURNS TRAGEDY INTO HOPE WITH 
NEW OVERDOSE SUPPORT GROUP

By Libby Hopkins

Showneen Hall of Riverview lost her son, Walter Shumaker, on 
October 22, 2023, at just 27 years old. He died from a fentanyl 

overdose. 

The Easter-
seals School for 
Limitless Learn-
ing is hosting its 
summer program 
designed for 
young neurodi-
verse learners 
and those with 
other disabilities 
in kindergarten 
through second 
grade.

The hands-on experience provides inter-
active STEAM-related (science, technology, 
engineering, arts, mathematics) activities 
for children to learn and grow in an inclusive, 
supportive environment.

Easterseals Florida has served individuals 
from all walks of life with all kinds of disabil-
ities across Florida since 1948. This includes 
services such as workforce development, 
early intervention, autism services, mental 
health services and recreation and camps. 
The school, located in the Bloomingdale 
area, was founded in 2024.

Easterseals School for Limitless Learn-
ing’s school administrator, Dr. Janine Stew-
art, heads both the school and the summer 
camp programs.

“The summer program was created in 
response to the need for meaningful, struc-
tured activities during the summer for spe-
cial needs children,” Dr. Stewart said.

According to Dr. Stewart, Hillsborough 
county faces a growing need for specialized 
education services, with 35,000 students, or 
15 percent of the county population, needing 
individualized education programs.

“We believe every child deserves mean-
ingful access to STEAM experiences, and we 
provide the individualized supports to help 
each camper succeed,” Dr. Stewart said.

The program 
currently has 22 
campers, but Dr. 
Stewart and the 
school have plans 
to expand the sum-
mer program to 
hopefully accom-
modate more stu-
dents in the future.

Activities for the 
camp are thought 

fully planned out with the support for each 
child’s various needs. It is designed to fos-
ter an environment in which the children 
feel safe, understood and successful. Some 
activities at the camp include sensory activ-
ities, themed crafts, STEM exploration, mu-
sic and movement, story time, outdoor play, 
gross motor activities and imaginative play.

The most beloved tradition at camp are 
the Friday Water Days, where campers end 
their week with water-related festivities 
such as sensory friendly water play, sprin-
klers, splash activities and outdoor fun.

“Because our campers are neurodiverse, 
every child has different interests and sen-
sory preferences. Some love messy sensory 
play, while others enjoy movement activities, 
music, building, or hands-on exploration,” Dr. 
Stewart said. “We intentionally offer a va-
riety of sensory rich experiences, so every 
camper has opportunities to engage in ac-
tivities they enjoy.”

Easterseals School for Limitless Learning 
is currently enrolling for its Early Learning 
and Lower Elementary programs.

To learn more or to schedule a tour, visit 
https://florida.easterseals.com/ or contact 
Dr. Stewart at jstewart@esfl.org or 813-
236-5589. Easterseals School for Limit-
less Learning is located in Valrico at 2460 
Bloomingdale Ave., Ste. 170.

By Chloe Wagner

EASTERSEALS HOSTS INCLUSIVE 
SUMMER CAMP FOR YOUNG LEARNERS
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Know The Key Dates And The Three Ways To Vote Ahead Of Florida’s Primary Election

Are You Ready To Vote?
The 2026 primary election is right 

around the corner, so I want to know — 
are you ready to vote? You still have time 
to register to vote, request a vote-by-mail 
ballot and make changes to your voter in-
formation.

Primary Election Dates & Deadlines
Deadline to register/change party: 
Monday, July 20.
Deadline to request a vote-by-mail
ballot: Thursday, August 6, 5 p.m.
Votes by mail: Due to our office no
later than 7 p.m. on Tuesday, August 18.
Early voting: Monday, August 3, through 
Sunday, August 16, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.

Election day: 
Tuesday, August 18, 7 a.m.-7 p.m.
Call our office at 813-744-5900 or visit 

our website and use the  Voter Informa-
tion Lookup  tool at www.votehillsbor-
ough.gov to check your status and make 
any updates.

The deadline for candidates to qualify 
for the ballot was June 12. Visit the  Lo-
cal Candidates & Committees page of our 
website to see local candidates who qual-
ified with our office, and the  Candidates 
and Races database  on the Division of 
Elections website at https://dos.elections.
myflorida.com/can-
didates/ to see who 

qualified with them. Sample ballots show-
ing the races that will be on your prima-
ry election ballot will be available on our 
website next month. 

Understanding Primaries
During the primary, political parties 

nominate state and local candidates to 
move on to the general election. The rac-
es that appear on your ballot depend on 
where you live and what party you belong 
to.

Florida has closed primaries, which 
means that you must be registered with 
a political party to vote in that party’s 
primary races. However, the primary elec-
tion will also include nonpartisan contests 
that everybody votes on, whether affiliat-
ed with a party or not.

There will be three different ballots: 
a Republican ballot, a Democratic ballot 
and a nonpartisan ballot. Nonpartisan 
judicial and school board 
races will be on everyone’s 
ballot, and voters in State 
Senate District 16, State 

House District 62 and State 
House District 63 will have a 
Universal Primary Contest on their ballot. 
Universal Primary Contests occur when 
all candidates for a seat have the same 
party affiliation and the winner would be 
unopposed in the general election.

Voters living in Temple Terrace and 

some special taxing 
districts will also 
have a referendum 
on the ballot.

Take a look at 
this quick video 
that explains Flor-
ida’s closed prima-
ries: https://vimeo.

com/676448886.
Legislative Updates For 2026 — What’s 

Changed?
You may live in 

a different con-
gressional district 
because the legis-
lature changed the 
district boundaries this year. Those chang-
es affect which candidates will be on your 
ballot. We’re sending new voter informa-
tion cards to all voters so you can see all 
of your voting districts at a glance.

What Hasn’t Changed?
Florida’s voter registration and voting 

ID requirements haven’t changed for the 
2026 election. If you plan to vote in per-
son, go to www.votehillsborough.gov and 
search “What to Bring” to find the list of 
acceptable ID.

The Last Word
Your signature can change over 

time — and the signature on file 
is used to verify your identity on 
vote-by-mail ballots, provision-
al ballots and petitions. Call us 

at 813-744-5900, go to www.votehills-
borough.gov or visit any of our offices or 
public libraries to get a voter registration 
application  (https://registertovoteflorida.
gov/home) and update your signature so 
that you are #ElectionReady for 2026.

REQUESTING A VOTE BY MAIL BALLOT IS EASY:
1. Online: Vote By Mail Ballot Request
2. By Phone: (813) 744-5900
3. By Fax: (813) 744-5843
4. In Person: at any of our Supervisor of Elections 

REQUESTING VOTE BY MAIL FOR YOURSELF, YOU MUST OFFICES
1. Your name and home address
2. Your date of birth
3. Your mailing address, if different from home address (Ballots cannot be forwarded. 
Be sure to provide your current mailing address.) 
4. Your signature (for written requests)

Staff Report

In order to be an effective voter, you must be an informed voter. You need to know the key dates, 
know the three methods of voting available to every voter in Hillsborough County and wear 

your “I Voted Sticker” proudly.
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Nina McGucken 
Alvarez

www.electnina.com

Jim Wimsatt 
www.jimforjudge.com

Sally Harris 
Williamson

www.sallyharris.org

Karen Perez
www.keepkarenperez.com

Kenneth Gay
www.votekennethgay.com

Luis Aguila
www.louieforjudge.com

Sara Peacock
www.sarapeacockforjudge.com

13TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
GROUP 7

SCHOOL BOARD MEMBER
DISTRICT 6

Daniela Simic
www.danielaforschools.com

Chris Taylor
www.electchristaylor.com

Brittany Lyssy
www.votebrittanylyssy.com

SCHOOL BOARD MEMBER 
DISTRICT 2

Aileen Rodriguez
www.voteaileen2026.com

Cindy Stuart
www.facebook.com/Vote        

CindyStuart

COUNTY COMMISSIONER
DISTRICT 7

13TH JUDICIAL COURT
GROUP 13

Donna Cameron 
Cepeda

https://donnacameroncepeda.com

Stacy Hahn
www.votestacyhahn.com

COUNTY COMMISSIONER
DISTRICT 5

Twanda E. Bradley
www.votetwandabradley             

district3.com

Gwen Myers
www.votegwenmyers.com

COUNTY COMMISSIONER
 DISTRICT 3

Garage Door Service, Repair & Installation

steve@mastergaragedoor.com
mastergaragedoor.com
28 years serving the community 

with only the highest quality 
parts and service.

FREE 
Estimates

on New
Garage Door

Installs

• Residential Garage Doors
• Garage Door Openers
• Broken Springs
• Cables
• Rollers
• Doors off Track

Celebrating 28 Years of Serving Our Community
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Best Choice 
for Judge

Sara Peacock has been practicing law for 15 years with experience  
in criminal defense, family law, civil litigation, and insurance litigation.   
She’s tried 68 jury trials, including both criminal and civil cases. 

She is involved in our community and volunteers for deserving causes. 
A Hillsborough County native, Sara is married with two children and is 
an elder at her church.

PrePared • Knowledgeable • Fair

SaraPeacockforJudge.com
Political advertisement paid for and approved by Sara Peacock for Circuit Court Judge, Circuit 13 

Few judicial can-
didates bring the 
combination of ex-
perience, community 
involvement and pro-
fessional respect that 
Sara Peacock offers. 
A Tampa native, Pea-
cock has spent her life 
in the community she 
now seeks to serve as 
a circuit judge.

Inspired by her par-
ents, who are both 
attorneys, for the past 15 years Peacock 
has built a legal career that has prepared 
her for the responsibilities of the bench. 
Her experience includes family law, crimi-
nal defense and civil litigation, giving her 
a broad understanding of the issues that 
come before the circuit court. She has 
handled matters affecting individuals and 
families, earning a reputation for fairness, 
professionalism and sound judgment.

The respect Peacock has earned 
throughout her career is reflected in the 
broad support she has received from the 
legal community. Her endorsements in-
clude a retired chief justice of the Florida 
Supreme Court, numerous retired appel-
late and circuit court judges, the retired 
Hillsborough County public defender and 
more than 30 former presidents of local 
and statewide bar associations. Those 
who have worked with Peacock and ob-

served her career 
firsthand recognize in 
her the qualities of an 
outstanding judge.

Away from the 
courtroom, Peacock 
is deeply involved in 
her community. She 
is married to Jason 
Bartos, and they have 
two children. She vol-
unteers at her chil-
dren’s school, serves 
as ‘Cookie Mom’ for 

her daughter’s Girl Scout troop, sings with 
the Tampa Oratorio Singers, volunteers 
with efforts to help children facing food 
insecurity and serves as an elder at Pal-
ma Ceia Presbyterian Church, where she 
has been a lifelong member. Her commit-
ment to service reflects the same values 
of responsibility and leadership that have 
guided her legal career.

Peacock understands that judges make 
decisions that affect real people and real 
families. She believes every person de-
serves to be treated with fairness, dignity 
and respect, and that every case deserves 
careful preparation and thoughtful con-
sideration.

Those qualities have defined Peacock’s 
career and make her the right choice for 
circuit judge.

For more about Peacock, visit her web-
site at www.sarapeacockforjudge.com.

SARA PEACOCK
13TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, GROUP 7

Staff Report
Former Conservative 

Republican State Repre-
sentative Mike Beltran 
is running for Congress 
District 14 - a newly 
configured district that 
includes all of South and 
East Hillsborough, includ-
ing Brandon, Riverview, 
Valrico, Lithia, Blooming-
dale, Durant, Sun City 
Center, Apollo Beach, 
Ruskin, Wimauma, Balm, 
Gibsonton, Plant City, 
Dover, and Seffner as 
well as South and West Tampa.

For six years, Beltran served the people 
of Southern and Eastern Hillsborough Coun-
ty as their voice in Tallahassee. Beltran is 
a leader on issues related to the judiciary 
and constitution and is a fierce advocate 
for Hillsborough County.  He was appointed 
by Governors Rick Scott and Ron DeSantis 
to the Judicial Nominating Commission for 
Florida’s Thirteenth Circuit Court in Hillsbor-
ough County.

“I’m running for Congress to fight to de-
fend the Constitution, preserve individual 
liberty, uphold the rule of law and preserve 
the American Dream for my sons’ genera-
tion.” Beltran is Pro-life, Pro-Trump, will be 
tough on violent crime and illegal immigra-
tion, and has promised to pursue a constitu-
tional amendment to redress birth tourism 
and anchor babies. Beltran is endorsed by 

Gun Owners of America, 
over 20 current or former 
Florida State legislators, 
including Former Senate 
President Tom Lee, over a 
dozen local officials, includ-
ing Commissioner Josh 
Wostal, over ten former 
judges or JNC members, 
over ten local Republican 
Club officials, four previous 
candidates for FL-14, four 
Trump lawyers, including 
a former Ambassador, 
and many veterans and 

high-ranking officers and law enforcement 
personnel, including two Generals and three 
Colonels.

Beltran is also an Eagle Scout and takes 
pride in this formative experience he had 
growing up. He attended the University of 
Pennsylvania and graduated in 2005 with 
a B.A. and honors in international relations, 
magna cum laude. He then went on to earn 
his law degree from Harvard Law School 
in 2008 before moving to Florida in 2010, 
where he served as a law clerk to a federal 
district judge.  Beltran has been recognized 
as an Outstanding Young Florida Lawyer.  
He is still a practicing business attorney by 
trade, and he is happily married to his wife, 
Hope. The couple have two young sons, Mi-
chael and Ross.

For more, visit Beltran’s campaign website 
at www.beltranforcongress.com.

MIKE BELTRAN
FLORIDA CONGRESS DISTRICT 14 

Staff Report

 MBeltranFL

CUT spending & LOWER costs for Florida families.
BALANCE the budget & CLEAN UP Washington.
FINISH the wall & DEPORT criminals.
SAFEGUARD our Second Amendment rights.
PROTECT innocent life at EVERY stage.
END the woke military agenda & ensure peace through STRENGTH.
KEEP parents - NOT bureaucrats - in control of their child’s education.

 

 

Paid for by Mike Beltran for Congress

WHERE MIKE BELTRAN
STANDS:

AMERICA FIRST .  
FLORIDA ALWAYS.

BeltranforCongress.com         ElectMikeBeltran       MBeltranFL

MEET MIKE BELTRAN

14th District
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D O  I T  F O R  T H E  K I D SD O  I T  F O R  T H E  K I D SD O  I T  F O R  T H E  K I D SSally Does!

Sally Harris Williamson is
KID FOCUSED!

PTSA County Council, Vice President
Florida Vocational Association, President
South Tampa Chamber of Commerce, Past President
Business and Professional Women's Association President
Association for Couples in Marriage Enrichment, National Co-President
National Association for Childcare Professionals, Board of Directors
Hillsborough Association for the Education of Young Children, President

Did You Know

Everything
Sally Harris
does is for the kids,
from running
Circle C Ranch
Academy
to fostering more than
30 children ...

A sample of Sally’s influence on our Distric
t:

✔

 Had a positive impact on increasing graduation rates

✔

 Spearheaded IT upgrade to prepare distric
t for future

needs and cost savings

✔

 Worked thru sustained budget to include teacher raises

✔

 Built advocacy for Work force and Certifications for

industry skills and apprenticeships

✔

 Sally Attended all graduations for the distric
t

✔

 Visited all schools in Distric
t 2 several times as

well as hundreds of other schools

✔

 Created a Strategic Plan for our distric
t and a

Vision of “Preparing Students for Life.”

Get to Know SallyGet to Know SallyGet to Know Sally
She is Strongly Focused onShe is Strongly Focused on

Preparing Students for Life!Preparing Students for Life!

She is Strongly Focused on
Preparing Students for Life!

SallySallySallyHarris Williamson SallyHarris.org  @VoteSallyHarris
Political Advertisement Paid for and Approved by Sally Harris, Newspaper for Hilsborough County School Board, District 2

Voting starts

August 3-18

On the School Board Again!

Vote for Sally By Mail

or on Election Day

Sally Harris
Williamson

Our Kids Need

That’s
Right -

Sally is known for her integrity, compassion and flexibility.

Her stro
ng heart and quiet stre

ngth allow her to facilitate change

and is so
lution driven.

VOTE
SALLY
HARRIS

WILLIAMSON

For Nina McGucken Al-
varez, serving the people 
of Hillsborough County is 
both a professional calling 
and a personal mission. As 
a third-generation Tampa-
nian and lifelong resident 
of Hillsborough County, 
Alvarez has spent her life 
building strong connec-
tions within the communi-
ty she proudly calls home. 
Her commitment to fair-
ness, justice and public service has guided 
a legal career spanning more than 17 years 
and has earned her a reputation as a com-
passionate advocate and skilled attorney.

Alvarez brings a diverse range of legal 
experience to her work. For the past de-
cade, she has been the owner of McGucken 
Alvarez, P.A., a law firm concentrating in 
family law, probate and guardianship mat-
ters. Through her private practice, she has 
helped families navigate some of life’s most 
challenging circumstances with compassion, 
professionalism and a steadfast commit-
ment to protecting their rights.

In addition to her private practice, Alvarez 
serves as assistant regional counsel with the 
Office of Criminal Conflict and Civil Regional 
Counsel in Tampa. She is privileged to serve 
as the only attorney in Hillsborough County 
appointed to represent indigent clients with 
developmental disabilities. This unique role 

reflects both her special-
ized legal knowledge and 
her passion for advocating 
for vulnerable members of 
the community. Her work 
in public service has pro-
vided her with extensive 
courtroom experience and 
reinforced her belief that 
every individual deserves 
equal access to justice, 
regardless of their circum-
stances.

She has also served for 15 years on the 
Hillsborough County court-appointed regis-
try for incapacity, guardianship and guard-
ian advocacy matters, gaining valuable in-
sight into the legal and personal challenges 
faced by families and individuals requiring 
court protection.

Beyond her professional achievements, 
Alvarez is deeply rooted in family values. 
She has been married for 19 years and is the 
proud mother of two daughters. Her career 
and family have shaped her understanding 
of the issues that matter most to local fami-
lies and strengthened her commitment to 
ensuring every person has a voice and a fair 
chance at justice.

With experience, integrity and a lifelong 
dedication to Hillsborough County, Nina 
McGucken Alvarez remains focused on our 
community with fairness, impartiality and 
respect for the rule of law.

NINA ALVAREZ
13TH JUDICIAL COURT, GROUP 13

Staff Report

Longtime educator, business owner and 
community leader Sally Harris has dedicat-
ed her life to improving educational oppor-
tunities for children and families throughout 
Hillsborough County. Now, she hopes to con-
tinue that work by bringing her experience 
and ideas back to public service.

Harris founded Circle C Ranch Academy 
in Tampa in 1985, launching what would be-
come one of the area’s most respected early 
childhood education programs. For nearly 
four decades, the academy has earned lo-
cal, regional and national recognition for 
excellence, receiving repeated national ac-
creditations and maintaining the Florida De-
partment of Children & Families Gold Seal of 
Excellence since 1999.

Beyond her work in education, Harris 
has been actively involved in the commu-
nity. She has been a member of the South 
Tampa Chamber of Commerce since 1984 
and served as its president from 1988-89. 
She has also held leadership positions with 

several professional and civic or-
ganizations, including the Florida 
Vocational Association, the Busi-
ness and Professional Women’s 
Association and the Hillsbor-
ough Association for Child Care 
Professionals.

Harris previously served on 
the Hillsborough County School 
Board from 2014-18 and later 
served as board chair. During her 
tenure, district graduation rates 
increased by 15 percent, reach-

ing 83 percent in 2018. She also championed 
teacher pay raises, supported workforce de-
velopment and apprenticeship programs.

Harris said she decided to run because 
she believes she can still make a meaningful 
difference in the lives of students and educa-
tors. “I felt like I still had some great ideas 
and work that could make a difference.”

Among her priorities is improving kin-
dergarten readiness. Harris noted that only 
about 50 percent of children enter kinder-
garten fully prepared and believes expand-
ing access to the county’s free Voluntary 
Prekindergarten program could help ad-
dress the issue. 

A mother of five, foster parent to more 
than 30 children and grandmother of nine, 
Harris has built a career centered on service, 
leadership and a commitment to helping 
children succeed. 

Contact Sally Harris at 813-766-8429 or 
visit her online at www.sallyharris.org.

SALLY HARRIS
SCHOOL BOARD MEMBER, DIST. 6

By McKenzie Brown
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JimforJudge.com
Paid by Jim Wimsatt for Circuit Judge, Circuit 13

Jim Wimsatt is a highly skilled family law attorney. That’s important 
when Family Law Cases make up roughly 40% of all circuit court 
cases in Florida. Citizens deserve a judge who is knowledgeable, 
prepared, compassionate and fair when they go to court and the 
future of the children, loved ones, house, job and income is on the 
line. Jim Wimsatt is the judge you want when you go to court.

Families Matter to Jim Wimsatt

Attorney for 22 years

Super Lawyers:  
2024 and 2025

Best Lawyers in America: 
2023, 2024, 2025, 2026

Rated AV Preeminent  
by Martindale-Hubbell 

since 2022

Juris Doctor from 
Georgetown University

im Wimsatt under-
stands that when people 
walk into a courtroom, 
they are often facing some 
of the most important 
moments of their lives. 
Decisions about children, 
families, homes, finances 
and futures can have last-
ing consequences. Those 
decisions deserve a circuit 
judge with experience, 
judgment, compassion and 
integrity.

Wimsatt has spent the 
last 22 years building a 
legal career that reflects those values. A 
graduate of Georgetown University Law 
Center, he has earned a reputation as a 
thoughtful attorney, a respected advocate 
and a dedicated member of the legal com-
munity.

For the past decade, Wimsatt has con-
centrated on family law, handling cases that 
affect the future of children, loved ones, 
homes, jobs and income. That experience 
is especially important because family law 
cases account for roughly 40 percent of 
all circuit court cases in Florida. He under-
stands that behind every case file is a family 
seeking fairness, stability and justice.

His peers have recognized both his legal 
ability and his character. Wimsatt has been 
named to Best Lawyers in America for four 
consecutive years and Super Lawyers for 

two consecutive years. 
He also holds the pres-
tigious AV Preeminent 
rating from Martin-
dale-Hubbell, an honor 
awarded to less than 
5 percent of attorneys 
who demonstrate the 
highest levels of profes-
sional excellence, ethics 
and legal skill.

Outside the court-
room, Wimsatt believes 
in serving the commu-
nity he hopes to serve on 
the bench. He volunteers 

with organizations that help families in 
need, serves in community leadership roles 
and gives his time to mentoring young peo-
ple through Scouting. He and his wife, Lau-
ren, have been married for 15 years and are 
raising their two children, Lucy and Beck, in 
Hillsborough County.

Voters deserve judges who will approach 
every case with fairness, preparation and 
respect for the people whose lives are af-
fected by their decisions. Wimsatt has 
spent his career earning that trust. He has 
the experience, temperament and integrity 
to serve the people of Hillsborough County 
with distinction.

Please vote Jim Wimsatt for circuit judge.
For more information about Wimsatt and 

his campaign for circuit judge, visit https://
jimforjudge.com/.

JIM WIMSATT
13TH JUDICIAL COURT, GROUP 13

Staff Report

Luis ‘Louie’ Agui-
la is a lifelong Tam-
panian, dedicated 
public servant, and 
experienced pros-
ecutor commit-
ted to protecting 
the community he 
proudly calls home.

Born and raised 
in Tampa, Aguila 
attended St. Law-
rence Catholic 
School, graduated 
from Tampa Catho-
lic High School and 
earned degrees from Florida College, the 
University of South Florida and Barry Uni-
versity School of Law.

Aguila’s story reflects the American 
Dream. His father, grandparents and uncle 
immigrated from Cuba in the early 1960s 
seeking opportunity and a better future. 
Through hard work, sacrifice and determi-
nation, Aguila’s grandfather built a success-
ful family business that became a Tampa 
tradition. La Ideal and Aguila Sandwich 
Shop were more than local restaurants — 
they represented the values of faith, family, 
perseverance and service that continue to 
guide Aguila today.

From a young age, Aguila learned that 
success is earned through hard work and 
integrity. Those values inspired him to pur-
sue a career in public service.

Since becoming an 
attorney in 2014, Agu-
ila has devoted his ca-
reer to seeking justice 
and protecting fami-
lies. During eight years 
with the Hillsborough 
County State Attor-
ney’s Office, he prose-
cuted serious crimes, 
including homicide, do-
mestic violence, child 
abuse, sexual assault 
and drug trafficking. 
Today, he serves in the 
Florida Attorney Gen-

eral’s Office as a member of the Cold Case 
Unit, working to solve unsolved homicides 
and bringing answers to families who have 
waited years for justice.

Beyond the courtroom, Aguila is a de-
voted husband and proud father of two 
daughters. He is a parishioner of St. Tim-
othy Catholic Church and remains deeply 
involved in his community. Aguila coaches 
his daughters’ Little League softball team, 
helping teach the next generation the val-
ues of teamwork, discipline and respect.

Luis ‘Louie’ Aguila is a qualified attor-
ney, proven leader, devoted family man and 
proud son and grandson of Cuban immi-
grants. He has spent his career serving the 
people of Hillsborough County with honor 
and integrity. Now, he is ready to continue 
that service as your next circuit court judge.

LUIS ‘LOUIE’ AGUILA
13TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, GROUP 7

Staff Report
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Stacy Hahn 
has called Hills-
borough County 
home for 25 years.

“My husband, 
Jeff, and I raised 
our three sons 
here because we 
believe in this 
community and 
the opportunities 
it offers families,” 
Hahn said. “For 
the past eight years, I’ve had the privilege of 
serving on the Hillsborough County School 
Board, overseeing one of the nation’s largest 
school districts, managing a multibillion-dol-
lar budget and working to protect taxpayer 
dollars while improving outcomes for stu-
dents.”

Throughout her service, she has listened, 
turned conversations into action and built 
partnerships that solve complex challenges. 
Before serving in elected office, she was pro-
fessor at the University of South Florida.

“Public service has always been about giv-
ing back to the community that has given so 
much to my family, and I’m committed to 
continuing that service by helping Hillsbor-
ough County remain a place where families 
and businesses can thrive,” Hahn said.

Hahn earned a reputation for fiscal re-
sponsibility, transparency and delivering 
high-quality outcomes for students. She is 
now running for County Commission, Dis-

trict 5, to bring the 
same disciplined, 
re s u l t s - d r i ve n 
leadership to the 
community.

“I’m running for 
county commis-
sion to bring that 
same leadership, 
accountability and 
problem-solving 
approach to the 
decisions that will 

shape our community’s future,” Hahn said. 
“My priorities are straightforward: protect 
taxpayers, improve infrastructure, support 
law enforcement and first responders and 
ensure growth is planned responsibly so our 
quality of life is protected.”

“Through initiatives like the Early Child-
hood Literacy Fair, Storytime Online, the 
Early Childhood Literacy Bus and commu-
nity book distributions, we’ve helped thou-
sands of children develop a love of reading 
before they enter the classroom,” Hahn said. 

“If elected, I want people to know they 
have a commissioner who is accessible, pre-
pared, fiscally responsible and committed to 
making thoughtful decisions that strength-
en our community for generations to come,” 
she said. “When we work together, we cre-
ate deeper, more lasting impacts.”

To learn more about Hahn or become in-
volved in her campaign, you can visit her 
website at www.votestacyhahn.com. 

STACY HAHN
COUNTY COMMISSIONER, DIST. 5

By Libby Hopkins

August 18
7 AM - 7 PM
On Election Day, you must 
vote in the polling place 
assigned to your precinct. 

Election Day

Vote By Mail

2026 PRIMARY ELECTION
Deadline to Register or Change Parties: July 20

Early Voting Vote in person at any of 27 different 
locations in Hillsborough County.

August 3  – August 16
10 AM - 6 PM

Mark your ballot at home, then mail it back or drop it 
off at any Early Voting site or any of our offices when 
they are open. 
Request your ballot online or by giving our office a call.

Due by 7 PM on August 18

Get answers you can trust 

Three Ways To Vote

MOM & BABY CLASSES
FOR GROWING FAMILIES 
UPCOMING CLASSES

Maternity Tour
Sunday, July 19 | Tuesday, July 28

Childbirth Preparation
Saturday, July 25 | Saturday, August 8

Prenatal Yoga
Thursday, July 30

Breastfeeding 101
(Virtual)

Tuesday, August 4
MOMMY & ME MEET UP

(Nurturing You & Your Baby)
Tuesday, July 21

We offer many other free classes and
seminars designed to support your overall

health and wellness.

119 Oakfield Drive, Brandon, FL 33511

844.630.5295

FREE to attend

Virtual & in-person
options available

Led by trusted
healthcare
professionals

Scan the QR
code to learn

more & register

CUSTOM HAIR

THE LOOK YOUWANT, WITHOUT THE SOUTH TAMPA PRICE!

Thin Hair?
For the hair you’ve always wanted!

Since 1969

customhairtampabay.com • APPOINTMENT ONLY PLEASE

56
33

6-
1

• FREE CONSULTATION!
• EUROPEAN HUMAN HAIR TOPPERS,
WIGS & BLENDS

• NON-SURGICAL BONDING options for
active men & women

• Chemotherapy and Alopecia Specialists
• Largest In-Stock Selection in Tampa Bay
• Non-Surgical Hair Replacement for Men

CLEARWATER MALL
727-725-1052

BRANDON
813-651-9484

TAMPA
813-932-5327

Call or text 813-344-5511

LASER HAIR 
REMOVAL

3 AREAS3 AREAS $599FOR A YEARFOR A YEAR



Page 27Valrico EditionJuly  2026

813.535.0693  |  FloatingSpringsacu.com
500 Vonderburg Dr. 214C West

If you don’t see your condition listed let’s connect and see what acupuncture can do for you.

You’re just a poke away from balanced health! 

Dr. Ashley Carlson 
Acupuncture Physician 

Private room consultation & treatment

Services Offered:
Acupuncture | Cupping | Injection Therapy

Vitamin Injections | Herbal Consult 
Conditions Treated: 

Chronic Pain | Sciatica | Sports Injury | Tendonitis 
Digestive Issues | Heartburn | Headaches

Migraines | IBS  | Nausea | Vomiting | And Many More! 

BENT WHEEL?
BROKEN MIRROR?

BRANDON AUTO SERVICESBRANDON AUTO SERVICES

WE’VE GOT THE PART YOU NEED
— AT A PRICE YOU’LL LOVE!

Foreign Cars • Domestic Cars
• SUVs • Light Trucks

LARGE INVENTORY OF
QUALITY USED PARTS

813-689-8131
3159 E. State Road 60, Valrico

Locally owned and ready to help you
get back on the road!

HCA Florida Brandon Hospital recently 
celebrated the opening of the new HCA Flor-
ida Brandon Medical Offices with a ribbon 
cutting and tours of the 70,000-square-
foot medical office building. The building is 
located at the corner of Moon Avenue and 
Oakfield Drive, across the street from HCA 
Florida Brandon Hospital, located at 119 
Oakfield Dr. in Brandon.

“With the opening of this new medical 
office building, HCA Florida vascular spe-
cialists and HCA Florida cardiac surgical 
specialists will begin seeing patients in a 
convenient location near HCA Florida Bran-
don Hospital,” said Laura Ehlen, vice presi-
dent of operations at HCA Florida Brandon 
Hospital. “The building will continue to ex-
pand access to outpatient care and provide 
dedicated space for our growing graduate 
medical education program.”

The new medical office building reflects 
Brandon Hospital’s focus on helping pa-
tients access connected care close to home, 
from hospital-based services to outpatient 
follow-up and specialty care. Brandon Hos-
pital also has plans to construct a pedestri-
an bridge spanning Oakfield Drive that will 
connect the new medical office building to 
the hospital’s main campus. The bridge will 

provide a safer 
and more con-
venient route 
for patients, 
physicians and 
hospital staff 
traveling be-
tween the two 
facilities, fur-
ther enhanc-
ing connectiv-
ity across the 
hospital’s ex-
panding cam-
pus.

The office building also serves as the 
home of HCA Florida Brandon Hospital’s 
Graduate Medical Education (GME) pro-
gram, providing state-of-the-art technol-
ogy and dedicated learning environments 
designed to support the next generation 
of physicians. Brandon Hospital offers Ac-
creditation Council for Graduate Medical 
Education (ACGME)-accredited training 
programs in internal medicine, emergen-
cy medicine, obstetrics and gynecology, 
pathology, transitional year, surgery, ad-
diction medicine, interventional cardiology 
and cardiovascular disease. The hospital’s 
GME program currently includes nearly 
200 residents and fellows.

The new GME space was thoughtful-
ly designed to enhance both education 
and well-being, featuring advanced sim-
ulation laboratories where residents and 
fellows can practice and refine clinical 
skills in a realistic environment. Addition-
al amenities include modern classrooms, 
collaborative office space, on-site sleep-
ing quarters, a fitness area and dedicated 
spaces for relaxation and wellness, cre-
ating a comprehensive learning environ-
ment that supports academic excellence 
and physician development.

Staff Report

HCA FLORIDA BRANDON HOSPITAL HOSTS 
OFFICE RIBBON CUTTING AND TOURS
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For the fourth time in five years, Hillsbor-
ough County has been honored as having 
one of the top parks and recreation pro-
grams in the country. 

Hillsborough County Parks & Recreation 
is one of four national finalists in the Class 1 
category for the 2026 National Gold Medal 
Award for Excellence in Park and Recre-
ation Management, the American Acade-
my for Park and Recreation Administration 
announced. Class 1 includes the nation’s 
largest parks and recreation departments, 
serving populations of more than 400,000. 

Only one department will receive the 
highest award, the Grand Plaque, in October. 
Each finalist sends the judges a short video 
highlighting their department.  

Achievements and highlights from Hills-
borough County Parks & Recreation include: 

• Effectively managing  180 parks, 223 
sports fields, 118 playgrounds, 54 recre-
ation centers, 47 athletic complexes, 11 dog 
parks, nine splash pads and four cultural/
performing arts centers,  spanning over 
3,500 acres.  

• Adding 40 new pickleball courts and six 
new splash pads and fitness zones in under-
served communities. 

• The Adaptive Sports program, which 
has grown by more than 200 percent 

since 2021, expand-
ing from 26 programs 
serving 300 athletes 
to 68 programs reach-
ing 955 athletes.  The 
latest innovation is a 
dedicated Buddy Base-
ball field serving ath-
letes ages 8-22. 

• Collaborating with 
the Hillsborough Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office to 
revitalize seven recre-
ation centers through a 

$4.5 million investment. 
• Launching the Swim Safe Initiative 

for children enrolled in Hillsborough Coun-
ty’s Head Start program. In partnership 
with the City of Temple Terrace, the Tam-
pa YMCA, the City of Tampa and High 5 
Inc., children ages 3-5 are taken to nearby 
pools to receive free swim lessons.

• Hosting 336 performances last year at 
the New Tampa Performing Arts Center 
(NTPAC), ranging from The Florida Orches-
tra to fully staged musical theater, ballet, 
modern dance, stand-up comedy and jazz. 

• Partnering with  the American Heart 
Association to expand emergency pre-
paredness across the park system, securing 
$125,000 to purchase nearly 100 automat-
ed external defibrillators (AEDs). These de-
vices were strategically placed with youth 
sports partners, high-use parks and rural 
locations. 

Founded in 1965, the Gold Medal Awards 
program honors park and recreation agen-
cies in the United States and military in-
stallations worldwide that demonstrate ex-
cellence in parks and recreation through 
long-range planning, resource management, 
volunteerism, environmental stewardship, 
program development and more.

Staff Report

PARKS & RECREATION FINALIST FOR 
BEST PARKS PROGRAM IN COUNTRY

The Hillsborough 
College (HC) Foun-
dation has received 
a $120,000 dona-
tion from the  Ad-
vance Auto Parts 
Foundation to sup-
port students in 
the college’s work-
force programs, 
including the Au-
tomotive Service 
Technology and Diesel Systems Technician 
programs. The gift includes funding for in-
dustry-recognized certifications, specialty 
tools and instructional resources designed 
to help students build successful careers in 
the automotive repair and maintenance in-
dustry.

“We are proud to partner with and help 
support the automotive technology program 
at Hillsborough College and its students, as 
there’s a growing demand for skilled auto-
motive technicians,” said Todd Davenport, 
president of the Advance Auto Parts Foun-
dation and senior vice president, real estate 
and development  at Advance Auto Parts. 
“Through this partnership, students will 
have expanded access to industry-recog-
nized certifications, professional-grade tools 
and hands-on training that allows them to 
grow into skilled technicians dedicated to 
getting vehicles back on the road safely.”

The gift includes $40,000 to help stu-
dents earn additional Automotive Service 
Excellence (ASE) certifications — a key 
credential for advancing toward master 
technician status. The Advance Auto Parts 
Foundation will also provide three top-per-
forming students with professional-grade 
tool sets containing about 800 tools, valued 
at approximately $15,000.

In addition, a 
$60,000 spe-
cialty tool fund 
will provide ap-
proximately 80 
students with 
advanced tools 
commonly used 
in today’s au-
tomotive and 
diesel repair 
facilities, and 

$5,000 in Advance Auto Parts gift cards 
will support the purchase of training materi-
als and equipment.

“This generous investment from the Ad-
vance Auto Parts Foundation will have a 
lasting impact on our students and the com-
munities they will serve,” said Garrett Wed-
dle, executive director of the Hillsborough 
College Foundation. “By helping students 
earn industry certifications and access the 
tools they need to succeed, this partner-
ship removes barriers to opportunity while 
strengthening the pipeline of skilled techni-
cians for Tampa Bay’s workforce.”

Students, faculty and representatives 
from the Advance Auto Parts Foundation 
celebrated the partnership during a gift pre-
sentation event on June 25 at the HC Ybor 
City Campus Training Center, located at 
5610 E. Columbus Dr. in Tampa.

About Hillsborough College
Hillsborough College is accredited by 

the  Southern Association of Colleges 
and Schools Commission on Colleges 
(SACSCOC) to award associate and bacca-
laureate degrees. Hillsborough College also 
may offer credentials such as certificates 
and diplomas at approved degree levels. Vis-
it  www.hcfl.edu/accreditation  for more in-
formation.

Staff Report

COLLEGE RECEIVES $120,000 
STUDENT TRAINING GIFT FROM 

ADVANCE AUTO PARTS FOUNDATION
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Advertise in this directory for just $50 per ad, or as low as
$200 per month ... (INCLUDES ALL 5 EDITIONS) 

Call Us Today! (813) 657-2418  or Visit OspreyObserver.com

Residential and Commercial 
(813)716-9196 

TNTtermiteandpestcontrol.com 
LOCAL & FAMILY OWNED 

“DYNAMITE CUSTOMER SERVICE”

PEST CONTROLPEST CONTROL

(813) 468-8574

LAWN CARE

PEST CONTROL

HEAT & AC HEAT & AC

Residential & Commercial 
Installation & Repair 

Commercial Refrigeration 

(813) 671-2555
JUNK REMOVAL

Let Us Help You Reclaim 
Your Space!

• Eco-Friendly Hauling and Removal Service
• Single Item to Full Clean Outs Available

• FREE Estimates
1-800-LUG-JUNK | junkluggers.com

RESIDENTAL & COMMERCIAL
NOTARY

angie@stellarnotaryservices.net
www.stellarnotaryservices.net

Mobile & Online Notarization
 Wills & Trust Notarization

Power of Attorney
Real Estate Closing
Apostille Services

DMV & Vehicle Titles
Minor Travel Consent Forms

Passport
Marriage License
Estate Planning

Loan Signing Services
Angie Anderson

813-212-2268
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Mike’s Home Service
Lawn Care & Home Pest Control

813-362-2149

Mike’s
Home Service

• Mowing
• Trimming
• Edging
• Pest Control

813-362-2149

LAWN & PEST CONTROL

JUNK REMOVAL

LAWN CARE

863-602-5217 | www.dmlproperty.com

DML Property Solutions, LLC
@dml_property_solutions_fl

Full-Service Lawn Care &
Property Maintenance

Irrigation Repair &
System Maintenance

Landscape Design & Install 
Property Cleanouts, Junk Removal & 

Equipment Hauling

NOTARY

FloridaOrchestra.org | 727.892.3337 

Support your 
Florida Orchestra today

FloridaOrchestra.org/donate

ESCAPE TO THE

EXTRAORDINARY

TICKETS ON SALE NOW
Hillsborough County Public Schools 

(HCPS) students brought home an impres-
sive collection of state championships, top 
five finishes and chapter recognitions from 
the  2026 Florida FFA State Convention, 
showcasing the district’s strength in agri-
cultural education, leadership development, 
and career readiness.

The annual convention, held from June 15-
19 in Orlando, brings together nearly 6,000 
FFA members, advisors, alumni and industry 
leaders from across Florida to compete, de-
velop leadership skills and celebrate excel-
lence in agricultural education. The event 
features career development events (CDEs), 
leadership workshops, award ceremonies 
and recognition of the state’s top FFA chap-
ters and student organizations.

Students from HCPS middle and high 
schools earned state recognition across a 
wide range of competitive events, from flo-
riculture and forestry to agricultural com-
munications, environmental science and ag-
ricultural technology.

“These outstanding achievements reflect 
the dedication of our students, teachers and 
advisors, as well as the strength of our agri-
cultural education programs,” said Superin-
tendent Van Ayres. 

Several HCPS teams captured first-place 
state titles, including:

Middle School State Champion: 
Randall Middle School took first 
place in Nursery & Landscape.

High School State Champions: 
Durant High School took first place 
in Citrus, Environmental & Natural 
Resources, Floriculture, Vegetable 
Evaluation, Ornamental Horticul-
ture Demonstration — Landscaping 
(Ashlyn Demanovich and Jackson 
Sturgis).

HCPS students earned numerous 
additional top-five finishes.

Middle School Awards: Mulrennan 
Middle School took fifth place in Livestock 
Evaluation and second place for Meats 
Evaluation. Randall Middle School took 
fourth place in Meats Evaluation.

High School Awards: Durant High School 
took second place in Forestry and Nursery 
& Landscape, third place in Agricultural 
Technology & Mechanical Systems and 
Food Science & Technology, fourth place in 
Meats Evaluation and fifth place in Dairy 
Cattle Evaluation & Management and Live-
stock Evaluation.

Florida’s Finest: Durant High School, 
Mulrennan Middle School, Newsome High 
School, Plant City High School, Randall 
Middle School, Turkey Creek Middle School.

Chapter SAE Awards: Durant High 
School.

Premier Chapter Awards: Brandon High 
School, Durant High School, Durant Junior 
Chapter – J.F. St. Martin, Newsome High 
School, Randall Middle School and Tomlin 
Middle School.

FFA is the nation’s premier organization 
for students interested in agriculture, food 
systems, environmental science, agribusi-
ness and natural resources. To learn more 
about HCPS’s FFA programs, visit the web-
site at www.hillsboroughschools.org.

Staff Report

STUDENTS EARN TOP HONORS AT 2026 
FLORIDA FFA STATE CONVENTION

Newsome High School FFA took home several awards 
from the FFA State Convention including Florida’s Finest 

chapter award.
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Chill Cawfee & 
Quig’s Kava Lounge 
Moves From Valrico 
To FishHawk

Chill Cawfee & Quig’s Kava 
Lounge is a family-owned 
community gathering place 
designed to bring people to-
gether throughout the day. 
In the morning, guests can enjoy handcraft-
ed coffee, espresso drinks and a welcoming 
cafe atmosphere. As the day transitions into 
evening, Quig’s Kava Lounge provides a relax-
ing, alcohol-free social environment featuring 
premium kava beverag-
es, community events 
and entertainment. 
Its goal is to create a 
place where friends, 
families, profession-
als, entrepreneurs and 
neighbors can connect, 
work, relax and build 
relationships. Whether 
you’re looking for your 
morning coffee or a 
comfortable place to 
meet friends, enjoy live entertainment, par-
ticipate in community events or simply un-
wind after a long day, Chill Cawfee & Quig’s 
Kava Lounge offers a unique experience that 
combines hospitality, wellness and communi-
ty under one roof.

Chill Cawfee is now located at 16741 Fish-
Hawk Blvd. in Lithia after moving from its 
Valrico location. For additional information, 
visit its websites at https://chillcawfee.com/ 
and https://quigskavalounge.com/.

HealthSource 
Chiropractic Of 
Valrico Ribbon 
Cutting

At HealthSource Chiroprac-
tic of Valrico, its goal is to help 
every patient get back to do-
ing what they love. Whether 
you’re recovering from an 

injury, managing chronic pain or looking to 
improve your overall health and mobility, it is 
committed to providing the tools, treatments 
and support you need to keep moving forward. 
Alongside personalized care focused on long-

term wellness and recovery, services include 
spinal decompression therapy, high-powered 
laser therapy, functional rehabilitation, chiro-
practic adjustments, shockwave therapy and 
wellness care designed to address the root 
cause of pain and dysfunction.

HealthSource Chiropractic of Valrico is lo-
cated at 1995 E. SR 60 in Valrico. For addi-
tional information, visit its website at www.
healthsourcechiro.com/location/valrico/ or 
call 813-315-8491.

D1 Training Opens In Brandon
D1 Training is excited to bring a new 

approach to fitness and athletic devel-
opment to the Brandon community. D1 
combines the energy and coaching of Di-
vision I-style training with a welcoming 
environment for youth athletes, adults 
and families.

O w n e d 
by Dennis 
and Camilla 
Santa Pau-
la, D1 Train-
ing Brandon 
was created 
with a sim-
ple vision: to 
provide local 
families ac-
cess to the 
same level 
of coaching, structure and performance 
training typically available only to elite 
athletes. As parents themselves, they 
saw firsthand the need for a place where 
children can build confidence, discipline 
and healthy habits while adults pursue 
their own fitness goals.

D1 offers age-based training programs 
for youth athletes, adult fitness classes, 
personal training, speed and agility de-
velopment, strength and conditioning, 
team training and seasonal camps.

D1 Training Brandon is located at 1915 
W. Lumsden Rd. in Brandon. For more in-
formation, visit D1 Training Brandon, go 
to its website at https://d1training.com/
facility/brandon or follow @d1training-
brandon.

Rosemary Real Estate Team At 
Flip Side Realty By Design

Rosemary Leist specializes in 55-plus res-
idential home sales and lives locally in Sun 
City Center. She has an extensive profession-
al background in the legal/regulatory arena 

which has led to 
valuable skills in the 
art of negotiation. As 
an ordained minister, 
her core beliefs pro-
vide a solid founda-
tion of integrity and 
trust. She looks for-
ward to earning your 
business.

To contact Leist, 
call 301-399-4332. 
For more informa-
tion, visit her online  
website directly at        

https://rosemaryrealestateteam.com/. 

Smylie Legacy Law Celebrates 
Move With Ribbon Cutting

Smylie Legacy Law celebrated a move to 
Ware Boulevard, close to Adamo Drive.

Owner Scott Smylie lives in Valrico and 
is passionate about giving families the gift 
of order and peace instead of chaos when a 
loved one passes away. Smylie Legacy Law 
is an estate planning and elder law boutique 
firm that focuses on helping clients create 
and understand their estate plans.

Smylie Legacy Law is located at 410 Ware 
Blvd., Ste. 818, in Tampa. To learn more, visit 
https://smylielegacylaw.com/ or call 813-
667-6808.
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to feel better faster.
When unexpected illness or injury 
strikes, InQuickER helps you take 
control. Request your ER treatment time 
online, wait from the comfort of home 
and get care that fits your schedule — 
day or night.

In a life-threatening medical emergency, 
call 911, do not use InQuickER.

Request your ER arrival time.  
GetInQuickER.com
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Final Opportunity in
Lake Toscana

Now                   left.
$50,000 off your

design selections*
1/2 acre lots, semi-custom

homes, lake or conservation
views on every lot

813-934-2206
Visit Our Model Home

5333 Lake Venice Dr Wimauma,
FL 33598

ONLY 4

NOWNOW

LEASINGLEASING

NOW
LEASING

Discover carefree living in our
welcoming 55+ apartment

community. Enjoy spacious homes,
modern conveniences, and a friendly

atmosphere where neighbors
become friends. With beautifully

maintained grounds and a location
close to shopping and dining, you’ll
find the perfect blend of comfort,
independence, and connection.

813-934-2204 | leasing@bridgewaterlandings.com
1&2 Bedroom          Water Included          In Unit Washer/Dryer

Models Open
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1216 BRANDON LAKES AVE
3BR/2BA/2CAR + LAKEFRONT + DOCK

$525,000

19914 BLUFF OAK BLVD
5BR/3BA/3CAR + BONUS + POOL +

WATER VIEW
$675,000

106 BAYFIELD DR
4BR/2.5BA/2CAR + SUNROOM +

POOL/SPA
$650,000
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16605 E COURSE DR
4BR/2BA/2CAR + POOL + GOLF

COURSE VIEWS 
$625,000

1009 EMERALD CREEK DR
4BR/3BA/3CAR + OFFICE + FLORIDA

SUNROOM + POOL/SPA
$900,000

426 SUMMERLYN DR
4BR/2BA/2CAR

$385,000

1009 W CORAL ST
2BR/1.5BA + .26 ACRE

$550,000

2413 BAYSHORE BLVD #1903
2BR/2BA + 2 ASSIGNED SPOTS +

FABULOUS BAY VIEWS
$675,000

609 Tropical Breeze Way
2BR/2BA/2CAR

$625,000

DELIVERING RESULTS YEAR AFTER YEAR

Direct: 813-924-8677 
Office: 813-655-5333

Brenda@BrendaWade.com
www.BrendaWade.com

Top Producer 
2002-2025 1709 Bloomingdale Ave, Valrico, FL 33596

TURNING SUMMER GOALS INTO SOLD SIGNS

The Experience You Need. The Results You Deserve.
THE #1 RESIDENTIAL RESALE AGENT IN
VALRICO & HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY
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