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REA CH  F O R TH E STA RS is your guide to high-
qua lity academic enrichment programs and activities that 
complement classroom learning and help students reach 
their full potential. Featured programs span a wide range 
of subjects and serve students from pre-kindergarten 
through post-secondary. All programs meet the approval 
criteria established by the Minnesota Academic League 
Council.

Offered during and outside the school day, these 
opportunities encourage students to explore their 
interests, discover new passions, develop their talents, 
build skills, and reach new heights in learning!

Find A Program
Programs are listed alphabetically, with each entry 
providing a brief description, grade or age level, skills 
developed, curricular area, and contact information. 
For participation information, schedules, and program 
updates, please contact the sponsoring organization 
directly using the information provided in each listing.

Accessing and Sharing Reach for the Stars
Reach for the Stars is available electronically in PDF and 
text-only Word formats at www.synergyexchange.org/
reach-for-the-stars. Informational postcards are available 
to share with students, families, and staff. A limited 
number of print catalogues are also available. To reque st 
materials, email reach@ synergyexchange.org.

Supported By
Reach for the Stars is published as a public service by 
Synergy & Leadership Exchange, a program of South 
Central Service Cooperative, in partnership with the 
Minnesota Academic League Council. Publication 
and distribution are supported by donations from 
The Minnesota Service Cooperatives and affiliate 
members of the Minnesota Academic League, along 
with a statewide network of education organizations 
and associations. Special thanks to the hundreds of 
volunteers, organizations, and program providers whose 
efforts help tens of thousands of Minnesota students 
experience challenging, engaging, and enriching 
academic opportunities each year!

The information in the Reach for the Stars catalogue is provided 
by participating organizations for general informational purposes. 
While we strive to keep listings current and accurate, we cannot 
guarantee their completeness, accuracy, reliability, suitability, 
or availability. Please verify program details directly with the 
sponsoring organization before participating. Any reliance you 
place on such information is therefore strictly at your own risk; due 
diligence encouraged.

Nurture Your Students’ Talents 
Through Programming in Reach for the Stars!

MINNESOTA ACADEMIC LEAGUE COUNCIL
Keem Anderson
Wendy Behrens
Patti Haasch
Mary Hillmann, chair
Carol Malueg
Melanie Schmidt
Bonnie Vagasky

M ission:  To promote high-qua lity educational 
opportunities for students through academic challenges 
and academic enrichment activities.
V ision:  A future in which all students have access 
to high-qua lity academic enrichment challenges and 
activities positively affecting achievement and growth.

ARTEFFECT
BestPrep’ s The Stock Market Game
Bilingual Learning Center
Center for Interactive Learning and Collaboration
Code Savvy
Continental Mathematics League
FIRST LEGO League Challenge
Gathering of Champions
Knowledge Bowl
LifeSmarts
MAAP STARS
Math Masters
Minnesota Bilingual Seals Program
Minnesota Future City Competition
Minnesota Future Problem Solving Program
Minnesota Institute for Talented Youth (MITY)
National Geography Challenge
National History Day in Minnesota
National Language Arts League
National Science League
National Social Studies League
Poetry Out Loud
Reality Fair
Scholars of Distinction
Spelling Bee
WordMasters Challenge

 MINNESOTA ACADEMIC LEAGUE 
AFFILIATES
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Visit www.mnservcoop.org 
or the service cooperative in your 

region to view the activities offered.

We are proud to be Minnesota Academic League strategic partners, 
distributing Reach for the Stars to schools, educators & families. 

Minnesota Academic 
League

Strategic Partners

Northwest 
Service 
Cooperative
www.nwservice.org 
Regions 1 and 2

SWWC Service 
Cooperative
www.swwc.org
Regions 6 and 8

Northeast 
Service 

Cooperative
www.nescmn.net

Region 3

Resource Training & Solutions
www.resourcecoop-mn.gov

Region 7

Southeast 
Service 

Cooperative
www.ssc.coop

Region 10

BrightWorks
www.brightworksmn.org 

Region 11

South Central Service Cooperative
www.mnscsc.org
Region 9

Sourcewell
www.sourcewell-mn.gov

Region 5

Lakes Country 
Service
Cooperative
www.lcsc.org Region 
4
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LOCAL ENRICHMENT OPPORTUNITIES
The focus of Reach for the Stars is academic enrichment 
opportunities offered statewide. For other opportunities, 
please check your local school district, community 
education program, city parks and recreation board, 
public library, university and college, after school regional 
network or regional service cooperative. 
• Lakes Country Service Cooperative

www.lcsc.org
• Northeast Service Cooperative

www.nescmn.net
• Northwest Service Cooperative

www.nwservice.org/students
• Resource Training & Solutions

www.resourcecoop-mn.gov
• Sourcewell 

www.mn.sourcewell.org/education
• South Central Service Cooperative

www.mnscsc.org/student
• Southeast Service Cooperative

www.ssc.coop/student-programs
• SparkPath/BrighWorks

www.sparkpath.org
• SWWC Service Cooperative

www.swwc.org/Domain/104

Real World Design Challenge...........................................41
Reality Fair NEW!............................................................41
Scholars of Distinction......................................................42
School Chess Association .................................................42
Science and Nature Live Virtual Programs.......................42
Science from Scientists .....................................................43
Show Us Your Mussels .....................................................43
Spelling Bee ......................................................................43
Student Television Network .............................................44
Sumdog ............................................................................44
TEAMS.............................................................................44
The Liminal Essay Contest ...............................................45
Thinking Cap Quiz Bowl ..................................................45
Toshiba/NSTA ExploraVision Awards ..............................46
U.S. National Chemistry Olympiad ..................................46
United States Senate Youth Program ................................46
University of Minnesota Talented Youth Math Program ..47
Unsung Hero Projects .......................................................47
Walker Art Center Art Today Tours ..................................47
WordMasters Challenge....................................................48
World Savvy......................................................................48
YES! (Youth Eco Solutions) .............................................49
YMCA Model United Nations ..........................................49
YMCA Respectful Conversations in Schools ...................49
YMCA Student Election Judge Network..........................50
YMCA Students Voting ....................................................50
YMCA Youth in Government ..........................................50
Youth for Human Rights ...................................................51
ZOOMS STEM Design Challenge ...................................51
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Above-Grade-Level Assessment
Grades 2–9

Above-Grade-Level Assessment is an opportunity for students to take tests designed for older students and for parents 
and educators to better understand their students’  educational needs. This research-based approach to assessment helps 
pinpoint strengths, indicate readiness for acceleration and guide long-term planning. Assessment tools include Cognitive 
$Eilities Test� and practice �non�official� $CT� 3re$CT� 3S$T and S$T�

Program Category: ClassrooP $ctivit\� 2Xt of School TiPe (nrichPent
Academic Content: General
Academic Skills: Recall, problem solving, critical thinking and writing
Program Provider: Northwestern University Center for Talent Development
Fees and Deadlines: Visit website for details.
Website: https://www.ctd.northwestern.edu/above-grade-level-assessment
Email: ctd-assessment@ northwestern.edu
Phone: ����� ��������� e[t� �

Academic Decathlon
Grades 9–12

A national scholastic competition designed to stimulate intellectual growth and encourage greater respect for knowledge. 
The forPat inclXdes stXdents froP each *3$ cateJor\� honor �����±����� scholastic �����±������ and varsit\ ����±������ 
coPpetinJ in �� cXrricXlar areas� CoPpetitions ranJe froP local scriPPaJes to national contests� 

Program Category: Challenges & Competitions, Classroom Activity 
Academic Content: $rts� /anJXaJe $rts� Social StXdies� ST(M
Academic Skills: $rtistic e[pression� creativit\� critical thinNinJ� factXal recall� interdisciplinar\� leadership 

development, problem solving, public speaking, research, teamwork, time/budget management 
and verbal reasoning

Fees and Deadlines: Contact Amy Dosch
Website: https://www.usad.org/
Email: amy@ usad.org
Phone: ����� ��������
Contact: Amy Dosch

Academic Pentathlon
Grades 6–8

$cadePic 3entathlon� the prePier national scholastic coPpetition for Piddle school stXdents� challenJes stXdents to 
riJoroXs teaP and individXal coPpetition� 8sinJ the 8S$' cXrricXlXP� Zhich addresses several national edXcation 
content and cXrricXlXP standards� stXdents coPpete in five events� fine arts� literatXre� PathePatics� science and social 
science. 

Program Category: Challenges & Competitions, Classroom Activity 
Academic Content: $rts� /anJXaJe $rts� Social StXdies� ST(M
Academic Skills: $rtistic e[pression� creativit\� critical thinNinJ� factXal recall� interdisciplinar\� leadership 

development, problem solving, public speaking, research, teamwork, time/budget management 
and verbal reasoning

Fees and Deadlines: Contact Amy Dosch
Website: https://www.usad.org/pentathlon
Email: pentathlon@ usad.org
Phone: ����� ��������
Contact: Amy Dosch
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Academic WorldQuest
Grades 9–12

3assionate aEoXt JloEal affairs" -oin $cadePic :orld4Xest� the onl\ international NnoZledJe coPpetition of its Nind in 
the state, and showcase your global knowledge and critical thinking skills. Compete with other teams answering pressing 
TXestions facinJ the 8�S� and the Zorld� The ZinninJ teaP earns a trip to :ashinJton� '�C� to coPpete nationall\ ² all 
travel and hotel e[penses are covered� 

Program Category: Awards & Recognitions, Challenges & Competitions
Academic Content: %Xsiness�Career (dXcation� Social StXdies� :orld /anJXaJes 	 CXltXres
Academic Skills: Critical thinking, factual recall, global citizenship, research and teamwork
Program Provider: *loEal Minnesota
Fees and Deadlines: Free to participate. Registration opens in October. Check website for competition details. 
Website: https://globalminnesota.org/academic-worldque st/
Email: ehart@ globalminnesota.org
Phone: ����� ��������
Contact: (rin +art

AMC 8
Grades 6–8

'ive into PathePatics Zith the $MC �� a ���TXestion� ���PinXte coPpetition desiJned for developinJ and enhancinJ 
proEleP�solvinJ sNills� The $MC � provides an opportXnit\ for Piddle school stXdents to develop positive attitXdes 
toZards anal\tical thinNinJ and PathePatics that can assist in fXtXre careers� StXdents appl\ classrooP sNills to XniTXe 
problem-solving challenges in a low-stress and friendly environment. 

Program Category: Challenges & Competitions
Academic Content: ST(M
Academic Skills: 3roEleP solvinJ
Program Provider: MathePatical $ssociation of $Perica
Fees and Deadlines: Visit website for details.
Website: https://maa.org/student-programs/amc/
Email: amcinfo@ maa.org
Phone: ����� ��������
Contact: M$$ $Perican MathePatics CoPpetitions

AMC 10 & 12
Grades 9–12

$MC �� 	 �� are Eoth ���TXestion� ���PinXte� PXltiple�choice e[aPinations in hiJh school PathePatics desiJned to 
proPote the developPent and enhancePent of proEleP�solvinJ sNills� The $MC �� is for stXdents in ��th Jrade and 
EeloZ and covers the hiJh school cXrricXlXP Xp to ��th Jrade� The $MC �� covers the entire hiJh school cXrricXlXP 
inclXdinJ triJonoPetr\� advanced alJeEra� and advanced JeoPetr\� EXt e[clXdinJ calcXlXs� 

Program Category: Challenges & Competitions
Academic Content: ST(M
Academic Skills: 3roEleP solvinJ
Program Provider: MathePatical $ssociation of $Perica
Fees and Deadlines: Visit website for details.
Website: https://maa.org/student-programs/amc/
Email: amcinfo@ maa.org
Phone: ����� ��������
Contact: M$$ $Perican MathePatics CoPpetitions



8

American Legion Auxiliary Girls State
Grade 11

$Perican /eJion $X[iliar\ Minnesota *irls State is a ZeeN�lonJ e[perience of learninJ aEoXt Minnesota JovernPent at 
the local, county and state levels by their participation in the process.  

Program Category: Conferences & Institutes, Leadership Development
Academic Content: Social StXdies
Academic Skills: Cooperation, leadership, problem solving and critical thinking
Program Provider: $Perican /eJion $X[iliar\
Fees and Deadlines: )ees paid E\ $Perican /eJion $X[iliar\ 8nits �local chapters�� 9isit ZeEsite for details�
Website: https://www.mnala.org/girls-state/
Email: deptoffice#Pnala�orJ
Phone: ����� ��������
Contact: M1 $Perican /eJion $X[iliar\

American Legion Boys State
Grade 11

$Perican /eJion %o\s State is a ZeeN�lonJ e[perience of learninJ aEoXt Minnesota JovernPent at the local� coXnt\ and 
state levels E\ ³doinJ�´ ,t is a ZeeN of intensive stXd\ and involvePent� +iJhliJhts of the ZeeN inclXde political speaNers� 
PocN trials� caPpaiJninJ� elections� and annoXncePent of the %o\s State *overnor and State ConstitXtional 2fficers�

Program Category: Conferences & Institutes, Leadership Development
Academic Content: Social StXdies
Academic Skills: Critical thinking and creativity
Program Provider: $Perican /eJion %o\s State
Fees and Deadlines: )ees paid E\ sponsorinJ $Perican /eJion 3ost� $pplications accepted on first�coPe� first�serve 

Easis if TXalified�
Website: www.mnboysstate.org
Email: jkelley@ mnlegion.org
Phone: ����� ��������
Contact: -ennifer .elle\

ARTEFFECT
Grades 6–12

$5T())(CT offers free art coPpetition for Jrades �±��� invitinJ \oXnJ artists to spotliJht 
8nsXnJ +eroes throXJh oriJinal artZorN and reÀective ,Ppact StatePents� Since ����� 
participants froP ��� coXntries have earned e[hiEition featXres online and in person� :ith 
over ������� in pri]es� $5T())(CT inspires creativit\� historical connection� and poZerfXl 
storytelling that elevates voices and builds meaningful community impact. Visit our website 
to learn Pore� 

Program Category: Awards & Recognitions, Challenges & Competitions
Academic Content: Arts
Academic Skills: $rtistic e[pression� creativit\� critical thinNinJ and interdisciplinar\
Program Provider: $5T())(CTlPc
Fees and Deadlines: )ree to enter� $nnXal coPpetition dates are 2ctoEer ���� � $pril 

����� ChecN ZeEsite for sXEPission inforPation and deadlines�
Website: www.arteffectlmc.org
Email: info@ arteffectlmc.org
Phone: ����� ��������
Contact: Toni Guglielmo



9

BestPrep's Classroom Plus
Grades 6–12

3roJraP staff coordinate volXnteer speaNers� PocN intervieZs and career da\s to sXpplePent classrooP cXrricXla� More 
than ��� volXnteers froP across Minnesota ErinJ their EXsiness and career e[pertise into the classrooP� The\ help connect 
stXdents¶ classrooP learninJ Zith real Zorld applications Zhile servinJ as positive role Podels� SpeaNers are availaEle 
virtually or in-person.

Program Category: ClassrooP $ctivit\� 2Xt of School TiPe (nrichPent 
Academic Content: %Xsiness�Career (dXcation� *eneral� ST(M
Academic Skills: Critical thinking, leadership development, public speaking, teamwork and time/budget

management
Program Provider: %est3rep
Fees and Deadlines: 3roJraP is free� (dXcators Pa\ reTXest speaNers for classes of �� or Pore stXdents�
Website: www.bestprep.org/classroom-plus
Email: cp@ bestprep.org
Phone: ����� ��������
Contact: (PPa 5ichards

BestPrep's eMentors
Grades 9–12

eMentors is an online PentorinJ proJraP that offers hiJh school stXdents the opportXnit\ to develop a relationship Zith a 
Pentor in a professional field� 2ver the coXrse of eiJht ZeeNs� stXdents and Pentors discXss topics inclXdinJ colleJe and 
career e[perience� intervieZinJ sNills� ZorNplace etiTXette and Pore� eMentors has cXrricXlXP specificall\ created for 
$9,'� ST(M and personal finance classes�

Program Category: Classroom Activity, Leadership Development
Academic Content: %Xsiness�Career (dXcation� *eneral� /anJXaJe $rts� ST(M
Academic Skills: Creativity, critical thinking, interdisciplinary, leadership development and time/budget 

management
Program Provider: %est3rep
Fees and Deadlines: 1o cost to participate� eMentors connections are availaEle throXJhoXt the school \ear� 
Website: https://bestprep.org/ementors/
Email: mentoring@ bestprep.org
Phone: ����� ��������
Contact: .iP *raff

BestPrep's Financial Matters
Grades 6–12

%est3rep¶s )inancial Matters proJraP eTXips stXdents Zith the tools necessar\ to develop soXnd Pone\ PanaJePent 
sNills throXJh indXstr\ professionals Zho help develop and deliver presentations focXsed on financial literac\� )roP 
investinJ to credit� EXdJetinJ to hoXsinJ� the proJraP provides real�life lessons in Pone\ PanaJePent� SpeaNers are 
available virtually or in-person.

Program Category: ClassrooP $ctivit\� 2Xt of School TiPe (nrichPent
Academic Content: %Xsiness�Career (dXcation� *eneral� ST(M
Academic Skills: Critical thinking, leadership development, problem solving, teamwork and time/budget manage-

ment
Program Provider: %est3rep
Fees and Deadlines: 3roJraP is free� (dXcators Pa\ reTXest speaNers for classes of �� or Pore stXdents�
Website: ZZZ�Eestprep�orJ�financial�Patters
Email: fm@ bestprep.org
Phone: ����� ��������
Contact: (PPa 5ichards



10

BestPrep's Minnesota Business Venture
Grades 9–12

Minnesota %Xsiness 9entXre is for stXdents dreaPinJ of startinJ a EXsiness� searchinJ for career direction� headinJ to 
colleJe or MXst eaJer to Jet into the ZorNforce� StXdents spend a ZeeN dXrinJ the sXPPer on a colleJe caPpXs developinJ 
leadership� teaPZorN and coPPXnication sNills as Zell as JaininJ EXsiness e[perience froP professionals�

Program Category: Challenges & Competitions, Leadership Development
Academic Content: %Xsiness�Career (dXcation� ST(M 
Academic Skills: Critical thinking, leadership development, problem solving, teamwork and time/budget manage-

ment 
Program Provider: %est3rep
Fees and Deadlines: 5eJistration opens in -anXar\�
Website: www.bestprep.org/minnesota-business-venture
Email: mbv@ bestprep.org
Phone: ����� ��������
Contact: *ePPa Sprecher

BestPrep's Student Spotlight Competition
Grades 9–12

%est3rep
s StXdent SpotliJht CoPpetition alloZs all stXdents in Jrades �±�� to respond to a proPpt Zith an\ t\pe of art 
forP� Zritten Zord� art� scXlptXre� PXsic and other artforPs� The coPpetition proPpt is annoXnced in SeptePEer and the 
deadline is 1ovePEer� %est3rep hopes for a Zide variet\ of sXEPissions and offers pri]es for the top �� Zinners and their 
teacher� This coPpetition is held in conMXnction Zith %est3rep
s (dXcational )orXP�

Program Category: Challenges & Competitions
Academic Content: $rts� %Xsiness�Career (dXcation� *eneral� /anJXaJe $rts
Academic Skills: $rtistic e[pression� creativit\� critical thinNinJ and research
Program Provider: %est3rep
Fees and Deadlines: 1o fee to participate� deadline is late 1ovePEer �t\picall\ the ZeeN of ThanNsJivinJ��
Website: https://bestprep.org/educational-forum/
Email: [thoPas#Eestprep�orJ
Phone: ����� ��������
Contact: X avier Thomas
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BestPrep's The Stock Market Game
Grades 4–12

StXdents ZorN in teaPs to invest �������� in stocNs� Eonds and PXtXal fXnds XsinJ 
an online platforP� The StocN MarNet *aPe is a Àe[iEle siPXlation that EXilds 
financial literac\� econoPics and teaPZorN sNills� ,t can Ee Xsed dXrinJ or after 
school� 1o prior investinJ e[perience is needed²teachers receive fXll sXpport� 
StXdents research real�Zorld coPpanies� PaNe investPent decisions and coPpete 
for aZards� JaininJ practical e[perience in a fXn� enJaJinJ Za\�

Program Category: Challenges & Competitions, Classroom Activity 
Academic Content: %Xsiness�Career (dXcation� *eneral� ST(M 
Academic Skills: Critical thinking, global citizenship, research and 

time/budget management
Program Provider: %est3rep
Fees and Deadlines: Registration is open immediately and there are no 

fees for Minnesota schools and stXdents� :hen reJisterinJ� select ³3a\ /ater�´ 
Website: https://www.stockmarketgame.org/
Email: smg@ bestprep.org
Phone: ����� ��������
Contact: Tovin Sannes�9enhXi]en

Bilingual Learning Center NEW!
Grades PreK–5

Si[ ZeeNs of EilinJXal enrichPent activities aiPed to PaNe learninJ fXn and enJaJinJ� )aPilies 
can reJister on a ZeeNl\ Easis or attend all si[� StXdents Zill practice their Spanish E\ listeninJ 
and pla\inJ in an iPPersion environPent� e[plorinJ cXltXres� foods� PXsic� dance� theater and so 
PXch Pore� :e ZelcoPe all Spanish levels� EeJinners to native speaNers�

Program Category: 2Xt of School TiPe (nrichPent 
Academic Content: $rts� /anJXaJe $rts� :orld /anJXaJes 
Academic Skills: $rtistic e[pression� creativit\� JloEal citi]enship� teaPZorN
Program Provider: Bilingual Learning Center
Fees and Deadlines: See ZeEsite for details� 
Website: https://www.blcenter.org/
Email: info@ blcenter.org
Phone: ����� ��������
Contact: $lPa Sanche]

Calendar in the Classroom
Grades K–5

Calendar in the ClassrooP provides a series of lessons Xtili]inJ inforPation and principles contained in the Minnesota 
:eatherJXide (nvironPent Calendar� :ith the help of an inforPative video and coPplePentar\ ZorNshop� these lessons 
are presented in sXch a Za\ that the Jeneralist teacher can teach real science Zith confidence and ease�

Program Category: Classroom Activity 
Academic Content: $rts� *eneral� /anJXaJe $rts� ST(M
Academic Skills: Creativity, critical thinking, environmental stewardship, global citizenship and interdisciplinary
Program Provider: -effers )oXndation
Fees and Deadlines: 1o cost� 3roJraP is onJoinJ�
Website: https://jeffersfoundation.org/programs/calendar-in-the-classroom/  
Email: info@ jeffersfoundation.org
Phone: ����� ��������
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Cancer Unwrapped Teen Writing Contest
Grades 9–12

:e invite \oX to Zrite a ���±���� Zord essa\ aEoXt \oXr e[periences� ePotions and realities Zhen dealinJ Zith cancer 
for the opportXnit\ to Zin one of several ������ cash pri]es� (ssa\s can Ee aEoXt \oXr oZn diaJnosis or that of a loved 
one �e�J�� a faPil\ PePEer� teacher or friend�� :inninJ essa\s froP this national contest are shared on oXr ZeEsite for 
others to read and know that they are not alone. 

Program Category: Challenges & Competitions
Academic Content: Language Arts
Academic Skills: $rtistic e[pression� creativit\� critical thinNinJ� factXal recall and verEal reasoninJ
Program Provider: Cancer 3athZa\s
Fees and Deadlines: No fees. Visit the website for contest information and deadline.
Website: www.cancerpathways.org/programs/cancer-unwrapped/
Email: info@ cancerpathways.org
Phone: ����� �������� 
Contact: 3aiJe +ansen�ShanNar

Center for Interactive Learning and Collaboration
Grades K–6

-oin the Center for ,nteractive /earninJ and CollaEoration �C,/C� for )ield(' /ive²a 
free, interactive virtual events series. These sessions connect classrooms and learners 
Zith e[perts froP PXseXPs� science centers� ]oos� and Pore aroXnd the Zorld� TXne in 
:ednesda\s and ThXrsda\s at �� p�P� to e[plore science� histor\� art and cXltXre� 

Program Category: Classroom Activity 
Academic Content: $rts� *eneral� /anJXaJe $rts� Social StXdies� ST(M 
Academic Skills: Creativity, critical thinking, environmental stewardship, global citizen-

ship and interdisciplinary
Program Provider: Center for Interactive Learning and Collaboration
Fees and Deadlines: Register free for a simple, one-click link to join each event live.
Website: https���ZZZ�cilc�orJ�fieldedlive
Email: info@ cilc.org
Phone: ����� ��������
Contact: TaPi MoehrinJ

Center for Talent Development at Northwestern University
PreK–Grade 12

'iscover hoZ \oXr advanced learner can thrive at 1orthZestern 8niversit\¶s Center for Talent 'evelopPent� ServinJ 
3re. throXJh Jrade ��� CT' offers a Zide ranJe of enrichPent and accelerated proJraPs²online� h\Erid� and 
on�caPpXs sXPPer options inclXded� :hether \oXr child is cXrioXs aEoXt science� ZritinJ� Path or Pore� CT' provides 
the challenge and support they need to grow, connect and reach their full potential.

Program Category: /eadership 'evelopPent� 2Xt of School TiPe (nrichPent
Academic Content: $rts� %Xsiness�Career (dXcation� /anJXaJe $rts� Social StXdies� ST(M� :orld /anJXaJes 

& Cultures
Academic Skills: Creativity, critical thinking, global citizenship, leadership development and problem solving 
Program Provider: Center for Talent Development at Northwestern University
Fees and Deadlines: Check website for fees and deadlines. 
Website: www.ctd.northwestern.edu
Email: ctd-admissions@ northwestern.edu
Phone: ����� ��������
Contact: Admissions and General
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Classroom Connection
Grades 3–12

ClassrooP Connection ErinJs the Zorld to \oXr school� ,t is an interactive proJraP that ErinJs stXdents� teachers and 
international volunteers together for a series of cross-cultural lessons. It provides global perspectives, introduces positive 
role Podels� proPotes XnderstandinJ and respect and sXpports Minnesota edXcation standards� 9isits can Ee condXcted 
either in-person or online.

Program Category: Classroom Activity
Academic Content: *eneral� /anJXaJe $rts� Social StXdies� :orld /anJXaJes 	 CXltXres
Academic Skills: Creativity, critical thinking, global citizenship, interdisciplinary and verbal reasoning
Program Provider: *loEal Minnesota
Fees and Deadlines: )ree� 9isit the ZeEsite for reJistration details� 
Website: https://globalminnesota.org/education/elementary-school-program/
Email: ehart@ globalminnesota.org
Phone: ����� ��������
Contact: (rin +art

Close Up Washington D.C.
Grades 6–12

Close 8p offers transforPative proJraPs in :ashinJton� '�C� for Piddle and hiJh school stXdents� Teacher incentives and 
free participation Zith a PiniPXP nXPEer of stXdents� Man\ of Close 8p
s cXrricXlXP coPponents Peet or e[ceed state 
and national history and social studies standards.

Program Category: Classroom Activity
Academic Content: Social StXdies
Academic Skills: Critical thinking, creativity, cooperation, American history and governmental studies
Program Provider: Close Up Foundation
Fees and Deadlines: Registration is rolling;  programs run year round. Call for fees. 
Website: www.closeup.org
Email: info@ closeup.org
Phone: ����� �������� or ����� C/2S( 83

Code Savvy: Technovation Girls Minnesota
Ages 8–18

Technovation *irls Minnesota is a free� ���ZeeN technoloJ\ entrepreneXrship proJraP 
for Jirls aJes �±��� :orNinJ in teaPs� stXdents identif\ a real�Zorld proEleP� EXild 
a mobile or web app, and develop a business around their idea. No prior coding or 
technical e[perience is reTXired� ,f \oX have an idea� Zant to learn hoZ to start a 
EXsiness or chanJe the Zorld � this is the place to start�

Program Category: ChallenJes 	 CoPpetitions� 2Xt of School TiPe (nrichPent
Academic Content: %Xsiness�Career (dXcation� ST(M
Academic Skills: Creativity, critical thinking, leadership development, problem 

solving and teamwork
Program Provider: Code Savv\
Fees and Deadlines: The proJraP is free to all Jirls and non�Einar\ individXals� 5eJistration opens in fall� SiJn Xp for 

oXr Code Savv\ neZsletter to sta\ cXrrent Zith the latest inforPation� 
Website: https://www.codesavvy.org/for-students/technovation-girls-mn/
Email: contactus@ codesavvy.org or technovation@ codesavvy.org
Phone: ����� ��������
Contact: Christina Llamas
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Concordia Language Villages
Ages 2–18

Concordia Language Villages is the premier language and culture immersion program for youth, families and adults. 
<oXth aJes �±�� can learn one of �� lanJXaJes� SXPPer proJraPs inclXde da\ caPps� one� and tZo�ZeeN residential 
caPps and a foXr�ZeeN hiJh school credit option� School JroXps can attend 9illaJe :eeNends dXrinJ the acadePic \ear� 
In addition to language skills, emphasis is placed on cultural awareness.

Program Category: 2Xt of School TiPe (nrichPent
Academic Content: :orld /anJXaJes 	 CXltXres
Academic Skills: :orld lanJXaJe proficienc\� JloEal citi]enship� environPental steZardship� recall� proEleP 

solving, critical thinking, creativity, cooperation and leadership
Program Provider: Concordia College
Fees and Deadlines: Visit the website for fees, scholarships and dates.
Website: www.concordiaLanguageVillages.org
Email: clvregister@ cord.edu
Phone: ��������������

Continental Mathematics League
Grades 2–9

This proJraP is desiJned to Pa[iPi]e stXdent opportXnities to participate and to iPprove stXdents¶ proEleP�solvinJ sNills� 
StXdents coPpete in their oZn schools Zith others at the saPe Jrade level across the 8nited States� $ctivities can Ee held 
dXrinJ reJXlar class tiPe� Math EooNs are availaEle� The Peets and EooNs provide e[cellent sXpport to the CoPPon Core 
Standards proJraP� The proJraP is a %etter %Xsiness %XreaX PePEer Zith an $� ratinJ�

Program Category: Challenges & Competitions, Classroom Activity
Academic Content: ST(M 
Academic Skills: Critical thinking and problem solving
Program Provider: Continental MathePatics /eaJXe
Fees and Deadlines: *rades �±�� ��� per teaP� *rades �±� and CalcXlXs /eaJXe for $dvanced 

3lacePent� ���� first teaP and ��� additional teaPs� Meet dates� *rades �±�� 
-an� �� )eE� �� March �� *rades �±�� 1ov� �� 'ec� �� -an� �� )eE� �� March �� CalcXlXs /eaJXe� 
'ec� �� )eE� �� March �� $pril ��

Website: www.cmleague.com
Email: support@ cmleague.com
Phone: ����� ��������
Contact: Christine 3ette

Crazy 8s Math Club
Grades K–5

Cra]\ �s is an over�the�top after�school clXE that is desiJned to Jet \oX fired Xp aEoXt Path� <oX Zill learn the Path 
Eehind \oXr favorite activities� ,t is Path Jone Zild� nothinJ liNe \oXr XsXal Path clXE� <oX Zill EXild JloZ�in�the�darN 
strXctXres� cracN secret sp\ codes and pla\ JaPes liNe the Toilet 3aper 2l\Ppics�

Program Category: 2Xt of School TiPe (nrichPent
Academic Content: ST(M
Academic Skills: Factual recall, problem solving and teamwork
Program Provider: %edtiPe Math )oXndation
Fees and Deadlines: )ree�
Website: https://crazy8sclub.org/
Email: joy@ bedtimemath.org
Phone: ����� ��������
Contact: -o\ .alfXs
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CyberPatriot National Youth Cyber Defense Competition
Grades 6–12

The C\Eer3atriot coPpetition pXts teaPs of Piddle and hiJh school stXdents in the position of neZl\ hired ,T professionals 
tasNed Zith PanaJinJ the netZorN of a sPall coPpan\� ThroXJh a series of online roXnds� teaPs PXst find and fi[ 
cybersecurity vulnerabilities in virtual operating systems while maintaining critical services. The top teams in the nation earn 
all�e[pense�paid trips to Mar\land for the 1ational )inals CoPpetition� Zhere the\ can earn national recoJnition and 
scholarship money.

Program Category: Challenges & Competitions
Academic Content: ST(M
Academic Skills: Critical thinking, problem solving and teamwork
Program Provider: $ir and Space )orces $ssociation
Fees and Deadlines: Visit website for competition schedule and fees.
Website: www.uscyberpatriot.org
Email: info@ uscyberpatriot.org
Phone: ����� ��������

Destination Imagination
Grades K–12, Post-secondary

'estination ,PaJination inspires and eTXips stXdents to EecoPe the ne[t Jeneration of innovators and leaders� 
The orJani]ation is a leader in proMect�Eased learninJ e[periences� Zhere stXdents ZorN toJether in teaPs to solve 
open�ended ST($M and service learninJ challenJes and then present their solXtions at toXrnaPents�

Program Category: Challenges & Competitions
Academic Content: $rts� ST(M
Academic Skills: ST($M concepts� proEleP solvinJ� critical thinNinJ� tiPe�EXdJet PanaJePent� creativit\� 

cooperation, improvisation, research and teamwork
Program Provider: ,nterPediate 'istrict ���
Fees and Deadlines: Visit the website for more information.
Website: www.mndi.org
Email: pfschroeder#district����orJ
Phone: ����� ��������
Contact: 3aPela Schroeder� affiliate director

Discovery Award Competition
Grades 4–12

',SC29(5 e[traordinar\ individXals Zho positivel\ iPpacted histor\� \et are not Zell NnoZn� C5($T( a docXPentar\� 
perforPance or ZeEsite that honors the leJac\ of \oXr 8nsXnJ +ero� C+$1*( the Zorld for the Eetter E\ XsinJ \oXr 
proMect to inspire the hero Zithin ever\one� 3articipants can sXEPit individXal or JroXp proMects� Cash pri]es for ZinninJ 
proMects�

Program Category: Awards & Recognitions, Challenges & Competitions
Academic Content: *eneral� Social StXdies
Academic Skills: $rtistic e[pression� creativit\� critical thinNinJ� interdisciplinar\ and research
Program Provider: /oZell MilNen Center
Fees and Deadlines: SXEPit topics for pre�approval in )eErXar\� SXEPissions dXe -Xl\ �� 9isit the ZeEsite for 

additional information.
Website: https://www.lowellmilkencenter.org/competitions/discovery-award
Email: nconard@ lowellmilkencenter.org
Phone: ����� ��������
Contact: Norm Conard
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Economics Challenge
Grades 9–12

,n the (conoPics ChallenJe� teaPs of hiJh school stXdents coPpete in a series of tests on econoPic proElePs� theor\ 
and current events to demonstrate their critical-thinking abilities. Teams can compete online or at one of the in-person 
coPpetitions across Minnesota to TXalif\ for the state chaPpionship�

Program Category: Challenges & Competitions
Academic Content: %Xsiness�Career (dXcation� Social StXdies
Academic Skills: Critical thinking, factual recall, problem solving and teamwork
Program Provider: Minnesota CoXncil on (conoPic (dXcation
Fees and Deadlines: There is no reJistration cost for teachers or stXdents to participate� 5eJistration opens on -an� ��
Website: https���]�XPn�edX�(conoPicsChallenJe
Email: mcee@ umn.edu
Phone: ����� ��������
Contact: Angela Zappa

Engineering Machine Design Contest
Grades 5–8 (Junior Division), 9–12 (Senior Division)

8sinJ ever\da\ oEMects� teaPs of �±�� stXdents desiJn and EXild a coPple[� PXlti�step Pachine that achieves a siPple 
tasN Zith the JXidance of a coach� TeaPs shoZcase and e[hiEit their Pachines at a reJional contest Zith the opportXnit\ to 
advance to the chaPpionship� TeaPs are scored on TeaP -oXrnal� TeaP 3resentation� and Machine 'esiJn and 2peration� 
(ach \ear a coPpetition thePe is chosen to JXide the Pachine EXild and alloZ for ZhiPsical creativit\ to ÀoXrish�

Program Category: Challenges & Competitions, Classroom Activity
Academic Content: $rts� %Xsiness�Career (dXcation� ST(M
Academic Skills: Creativity, critical thinking, interdisciplinary, problem solving and teamwork
Program Provider: Minnesota State (nJineerinJ Center of ([cellence
Fees and Deadlines: 9isit the ZeEsite for details� 5eJional contest dates var\ E\ site� )eErXar\±$pril� 
Website: https://engineering.mnsu.edu/engineering-machine-design-contest/
Email: melissa.huppert@ mnsu.edu
Phone: ����� ��������
Contact: Melissa +Xppert

FIRST LEGO League Challenge
Grades 4–8

),5ST /(*2 /eaJXe ChallenJe encoXraJes \oXnJ innovators aJes �±�� to EXild 
confidence in ST(M Zhile developinJ critical thinNinJ and teaP EXildinJ sNills� ,n 
this holistic proJraP� teaPs desiJn� EXild and proJraP aXtonoPoXs /(*2 roEots to 
naviJate a pla\inJ field� as Zell as research a real�Zorld proEleP associated Zith a 
\earl\ thePe� TeaPs attend coPpetitions Zhere the\ share their research� e[plain their 
engineering design process and compete with their robot.

Program Category: Awards & Recognitions, Challenges & Competitions
Academic Content: *eneral� ST(M 
Academic Skills: Creativity, critical thinking, leadership development, 

problem solving and teamwork
Program Provider: +iJh Tech .ids
Fees and Deadlines: Visit the website for fees and deadlines.
Website: https���hiJhtechNids�orJ�Àl�overvieZ� 
Email: vicki@ hightechkids.org
Phone: ����� ��������
Contact: Vicki Coaty
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FIRST LEGO League Explore
Grades K–4

),5ST /(*2 /eaJXe ([plore teaPs ZorN toJether to discover hoZ science and technoloJ\ iPpact the Zorld aroXnd 
theP� TeaPs of �±� participants EetZeen the aJes of �±� ZorN Zith /(*2 S3,.( (ssentials and /(*2 elePents to EXild 
a motorized model and create a poster related to their research on a yearly theme. Teams attend festivals where they share 
what they have learned and discovered. 

Program Category: Awards & Recognitions, Challenges & Competitions
Academic Content: *eneral� ST(M
Academic Skills: Creativity, problem solving, teamwork and innovation
Program Provider: +iJh Tech .ids
Fees and Deadlines: Visit the website for fees and deadlines.
Website: https���ZZZ�first�leJo�leaJXe�orJ�en�divisions�e[plore
Email: vicki@ hightechkids.org
Phone: ����� ��������
Contact: Vicki Coaty

FIRST Tech Challenge
Grades 6–12

),5ST Tech ChallenJe is a hands�on and rapid protot\pinJ roEotic e[perience for stXdents� TeaPs of �±�� participants in 
Jrades �±�� EXild and proJraP roEots� Eased on soXnd enJineerinJ principles� to coPpete in an alliance forPat� ),5ST
Tech Challenge helps kids develop strategic, problem solving and team building skills. Teams participate in q ualifying 
events 1ovePEer±-anXar\ Zith the state chaPpionship in )eErXar\�

Program Category: Awards & Recognitions, Challenges & Competitions
Academic Content: *eneral� ST(M
Academic Skills: Critical thinking, leadership development, problem solving, teamwork and innovation
Program Provider: +iJh Tech .ids
Fees and Deadlines: Visit the website for detailed information.
Website: https://hightechkids.org/ftc-overview/
Email: vicki@ hightechkids.org
Phone: ����� ��������
Contact: Vicki Coaty

Gathering of Champions
Grades K–12

$n annXal event to celeErate acadePic e[cellence and to honor oXtstandinJ .±�� stXdents 
as $cadePic $ll�Stars� Teachers� adPinistrators and�or acadePic challenJe coaches Pa\ 
nominate their top students or those that have made a dramatic improvement in their 
acadePic ZorN for recoJnition as $cadePic $ll�Stars� 1oPinations Pa\ Ee placed online 
each spring on the website.

Program Category: Awards & Recognitions
Academic Content: General
Program Provider: S\nerJ\ 	 /eadership ([chanJe
Fees and Deadlines: 1o fees� StateZide recoJnition event is held on the first )rida\ in 

$XJXst at the Mall of $Perica � %looPinJton�
Website: https���s\nerJ\e[chanJe�orJ�JatherinJ�of�chaPpions
Email: Joc#s\nerJ\e[chanJe�orJ
Phone: ����� ��������
Contact: Leah Garry
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Genes in Space
Grades 7–12

StXdents in Jrades �±�� pioneer research on the ,nternational Space Station E\ desiJninJ '1$ e[periPents for space� 
StXdents are invited to propose e[periPents that address real�life challenJes and opportXnities of space e[ploration� 2ne 
ZinninJ e[periPent Zill laXnch to the ,SS and Ee carried oXt E\ astronaXts� <oX can ZorN alone or in a teaP Xp to tZo 
students.    

Program Category: Challenges & Competitions
Academic Content: ST(M
Academic Skills: Creativity, critical thinking, problem solving, research and teamwork
Program Provider: *enes in Space
Fees and Deadlines: There is no cost to enter the coPpetition and entr\ does not reTXire eTXipPent� See ZeEsite for 

further details. 
Website: www.genesinspace.org
Email: genesinspace@ minipcr.com

Girls Who Code Clubs
Grades 3–12

ClXEs are free coPpXter science proJraPs for �rd±��th Jraders to learn to code and chanJe the Zorld� ClXE participants 
EXild ZeEsites� applications� and JaPes tacNlinJ iPportant topics froP cliPate chanJe to c\EersecXrit\ and artificial 
intelliJence� 1o coPpXter science e[perience reTXired to start a ClXE� *irls :ho Code provides ever\thinJ \oX need� 
inclXdinJ a ���� ClXEs )Xnd for sXpplies�

Program Category: ClassrooP $ctivit\� 2Xt of School TiPe (nrichPent
Academic Content: %Xsiness�Career (dXcation� ST(M
Academic Skills: Critical thinking, global citizenship, leadership development, problem solving and teamwork    
Program Provider: *irls :ho Code
Fees and Deadlines: CoPpletel\ free to start a ClXE� 1o deadline� appl\ an\tiPe�
Website: https://clubs-hq.gi rlswhocode.com/
Email: kibret.yebetit@ girlswhocode.com
Contact: .iEret <eEetit

CALLING ALL STUDENTS…DESIGN THE 2027 GATHERING OF CHAMPIONS LOGO!
SXEPit \oXr oriJinal loJo desiJn ideas for the ���� *atherinJ of ChaPpions� Zhich Zill appear on the 
certificates of achievePent� T�shirts� Eanners and other Paterials� The Zinner receives ���� and a fraPed 
cop\ of their ZinninJ desiJn� The contest is open to all Minnesota .±�� stXdents� $ll entries PXst Ee 
desiJned E\ a cXrrentl\ enrolled stXdent and Ee received E\ Ma\ �� ����� See coPplete rXles for sXEPission 
and doZnload the loJo contest entr\ forP on the S\nerJ\ 	 /eadership ([chanJe ZeEsite� Teachers m ake 
this a classroom  activity;  celeb rate the im portance of  acad em ics and  the arts with your stud ents!
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H2O for Life
Grades K–12

+�2 for /ife provides free edXcational resoXrces to classrooPs to ErinJ the discXssion of the Zorld Zater crisis to 
life for your students. These resources range from free classroom presentations by our staff to online curriculum and 
service-learning grants. After your students learn about the issue, they have the opportunity to take on a service-learning 
project to support a partner school in need of help with a water project. 

Program Category: Classroom Activity, Leadership Development
Academic Content: *eneral� /anJXaJe $rts� Social StXdies� ST(M
Academic Skills: (nvironPental steZardship� JloEal citi]enship� interdisciplinar\� leadership developPent and 

problem solving
Program Provider: +�2 for /ife
Fees and Deadlines: $ll resoXrces provided E\ +�2 for /ife are free to participants�
Website: ZZZ�h�oforlifeschools�orJ
Email: Pitchell#h�oforlifeschools�orJ
Phone: ����� ��������
Contact: Mitchell /e*rand

HOBY Youth Leadership Seminar
Grade 10

+2%< is a three�da\ transforPative \oXth leadership traininJ sePinar� $reas of focXs inclXde coPPXnication for 
XnderstandinJ� critical thinNinJ� teaPZorN and individXal leadership� +iJh school sophoPores e[plore cXrrent issXes 
facinJ oXr coPPXnities� develop tools for planninJ and action� and receive access to a Zorld�Zide netZorN of +2%<
alumni.

Program Category: Conferences & Institutes, Leadership Development
Academic Content: Social StXdies
Academic Skills: 3roEleP solvinJ� critical thinNinJ� teaPZorN� leadership developPent� JloEal citi]enship and 

time/budget management
Program Provider: +XJh 2¶%rian <oXth /eadership ± Minnesota� ,nc�
Fees and Deadlines: See ZeEsite for Pore details�
Website: www.hobyminnesota.org
Email: de[terhanson#hoE\Pinnesota�orJ
Contact: 'e[ter +anson

Jostens Renaissance Education
Grades K–12

-ostens 5enaissance is a fraPeZorN for EXildinJ a cXltXre Zhere teachers love their MoE and stXdents thrive in school� 
ThroXJh online resoXrces� reJional and national events� and a roEXst coPPXnit\ of edXcators� -ostens 5enaissance 
strategies can lead to improved staff morale, academic achievement and student character development.

Program Category: Awards & Recognitions, Leadership Development
Academic Content: General
Academic Skills: Critical thinking, global citizenship, leadership development, public speaking and teamwork
Program Provider: -ostens� ,nc�
Fees and Deadlines: 1o cost for -ostens cXstoPers� 9isit the ZeEsite for inforPation on resoXrces and events�
Website: www.jostensrenaissance.com
Email: renaissance@ jostens.com
Phone: ����� ��������
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JumpStart Bridge
Grades K–8, 9–12

-XPpStart %ridJe is the 8ltiPate Mind Sport for \oXr StXdents� 'o \oX need soPethinJ that all \oXr stXdents can pla\� 
challenges high achievers, improves math skills, increases socialization, fosters teamwork, is a card game that is easy to 
teach� offers a stipend to teachers ������ and is coPpletel\ free�

Program Category: ClassrooP $ctivit\� 2Xt of School TiPe (nrichPent
Academic Content: %Xsiness�Career (dXcation� *eneral� 3ersonal )inance� ST(M
Academic Skills: Critical thinking, factual recall, problem solving, teamwork, and verbal reasoning
Program Provider: -XPpStart %ridJe
Fees and Deadlines: There are no fees, deadlines or cost to schools, teachers or students.
Website: http://www.jumpstartbridge.org
Email: patty@ jumpstartbridge.org
Phone: ����� ��������
Contact: 3att\ TXcNer

Junior Achievement Experiential Learning Programs
Grades 5–12

-Xnior $chievePent ([periential /earninJ 3roJraPs coPEine practical applications in real Zorld sitXations Zith 
classrooP principles� Zhich alloZs learninJ to coPe to life� StXdents e[plore lessons of entrepreneXrship� financial 
literac\ and ZorN readiness� and pXt those sNills to ZorN in siPXlated coPPXnities and ZorNplace settinJs� 3roJraPs 
inclXde -$ %i]ToZn� -$ )inance 3arN� -$ 'reaP $ccelerator and -$ CoPpan\ 3roJraP�

Program Category: Challenges & Competitions, Classroom Activity
Academic Content: %Xsiness�Career (dXcation� /anJXaJe $rts� 3ersonal )inance� Social StXdies� ST(M 
Academic Skills: 3roEleP solvinJ� critical thinNinJ� creativit\� pXElic speaNinJ� teaPZorN� leadership developPent� 

global citizenship, environmental stewardship, time/budget management and personal 
development

Program Provider: -Xnior $chievePent 1orth
Fees and Deadlines: Fees vary by location;  contact program for details.
Website: www.janorth.org
Email: info@ janorth.org
Phone: ����� ��������

Junior Duck Stamp Conservation Program
Grades K–12

The -Xnior 'XcN StaPp Conservation 3roJraP is a standards�Eased edXcation proJraP desiJned to sparN interest in 
habitat conservation through science, art, math and technology. It focuses on wildlife observation, nature journaling, 
photoJraph\� enMo\inJ and e[plorinJ the oXtside Zorld� and investiJatinJ the treasXres of the 1ational :ildlife 5efXJe 
S\steP�

Program Category: Awards & Recognitions, Classroom Activity 
Academic Content: $rts� ST(M
Academic Skills: 3roEleP solvinJ� critical thinNinJ� creativit\� research� environPental steZardship and artistic 

e[pression
Program Provider: 8�S� )ish and :ildlife Service
Fees and Deadlines: 1o fee� (ntr\ deadline for the Minnesota -Xnior 'XcN StaPp 'esiJn Contest is March �� 

annually.
Website: www.fws.gov/juniorduck
Email: lynda_knut sen@ fws.gov
Phone: ����� ��������� e[t� ���
Contact: /\nda .nXtsen
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Knowledge Bowl
Grades 7–8, 9–12

.noZledJe %oZl is an interdisciplinar\ acadePic contest for MXnior and senior hiJh school stXdents� TeaPs of stXdents 
ansZer TXestions in a variet\ of acadePic areas� Senior +iJh .noZledJe %oZl stXdents can coPpete for state 
chaPpionships� SoPe reJions also offer this for stXdents in Jrades �±��

Program Category: Challenges & Competitions
Academic Content: General
Academic Skills: Recall, critical thinking, cooperation and problem solving
Program Provider: /aNes CoXntr\ Service Cooperative
Fees and Deadlines: )ees and dates var\ E\ reJion� Senior +iJh State .noZledJe %oZl 

meets will take place in the spring.
Website: https://www.mnservcoop.org/knowledge-bowl
Email: mthompson@ lcsc.org
Phone: ����� ��������
Contact: Monica ThoPpson

Laws of Life Essay Contest
Grades 4–6, 7–8, 9–12 

The /aZs of /ife ZritinJ proJraP encoXraJes elePentar\� Piddle school and hiJh school stXdents to reÀect and Zrite 
aEoXt a core valXe that Peans the Post to theP ² and Zh\�

Program Category: Challenges & Competitions, Classroom Activity
Academic Content: /anJXaJe $rts� Social StXdies
Academic Skills: Critical thinking, environmental stewardship, interdisciplinary, problem solving and time/budget 

management
Program Provider: Character.org
Fees and Deadlines: Free to participate. Annual participation encouraged. Check website for submission deadline.
Website: https://character.org/laws-of-life-contest/
Email: laZsoÀife#character�orJ
Phone: ����� ��������
Contact: :end\ +orEinsNi

LifeSmarts
Grades 9–12

/ifeSParts provides teens Zith the sNills and NnoZledJe the\ need to evalXate 
risks and opportunities in order to make informed decisions regarding personal 
finance� consXPerisP� health�safet\� technoloJ\ and the environPent� )ree 
/ifeSParts cXrricXlXP Paterials and lessons can Ee Xsed in the classrooP or 
Zithin other stXdent orJani]ations� StXdents can choose to participate in online 
and/or live competitions on things they have learned.

Program Category: Challenges & Competitions, Classroom Activity
Academic Content: %Xsiness�Career (dXcation� *eneral� ST(M
Academic Skills: Critical thinking, environmental stewardship, inter-

disciplinary, problem solving and time/budget man-
agement

Program Provider: SoXth Central Service Cooperative
Fees and Deadlines: 3articipation is free� 2nline coPpetitions taNe place SeptePEer±-anXar\� ,n�person state 

coPpetition is in earl\ )eErXar\� The national coPpetition is held in $pril in a PaMor 8�S� cit\�
Website: www.mnscsc.org/lifesmarts or https://lifesmarts.org/
Email: lifesmarts@ mnscsc.org
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MAAP STARS
Grades 9–12

M$$3 ST$5S �Minnesota $ssociation of $lternative 3roJraPs� SXccess� TeaPZorN� 
$chievePent� 5ecoJnition� Self�esteeP� is a Eroad�Eased� vocational�oriented proJraP to 
help stXdents develop professional ePplo\Pent� acadePic and social sNills� ST$5S helps 
stXdents Jain self�confidence� increases Potivation to JradXate and creates a desire for 
life-long learning. There are regional and three statewide events.

Program Category: Awards & Recognitions, Leadership Development
Academic Content: $rts� %Xsiness�Career (dXcation� *eneral� /anJXaJe $rts
Academic Skills: $rtistic e[pression� leadership developPent� proEleP solvinJ� 

public speaking and teamwork
Program Provider: Minnesota $ssociation of $lternative 3roJraPs �M$$3�
Fees and Deadlines: MePEership )ee� �����school \ear� 2ctoEer �� 	 ��� ���� )all 

/eadership Conference� )eErXar\ ��� ���� /eJislative 'a\� SprinJ (vents 
Conference Ma\ � 	 �� ���� 

Website: www.maapmn.org
Email: maapstarschair@ gmail.com
Phone: ����� ��������
Contact: .ristin TXel

Math Masters
Grades 4–6

The Math Masters coPpetition proJraP challenJes �th � �th Jrade 
students to use critical thinking and problem solving skills in mathematics. 
StXdents coPpete as individXals and on teaPs in eiJht coPpetition roXnds 
at nearl\ �� coPpetition sites throXJhoXt Minnesota and Zestern 
:isconsin� Zith Zinners receivinJ plaTXes� Pedals� and riEEons� $ll 
students are welcome - public, private, and home school - with more than 
����� stXdents participatinJ annXall\� (ver\ stXdent Jets a t�shirt�

Program Category: Challenges & Competitions, Leadership Develop-
ment

Academic Content: ST(M 
Academic Skills: Critical thinking, factual recall, problem solving, teamwork 

and time/budget management
Program Provider: Math Masters
Fees and Deadlines: 9isit ZeEsite for cXrrent fee and reJistration details� 5eJistration opens in SeptePEer� 

coPpetitions are held in March±$pril� TeaP and individXal reJistration options availaEle�
Website: www.math-masters.org
Email: mathmasters@ math-masters.org
Phone: ����� ��������
Contact: Mar\ 'etloff
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MathCEP – Saturday Morning Math Enrichment
Grades 5–7

Spend \oXr SatXrda\s delvinJ into Zhat Neeps the internet ZorNinJ� taNes Xs to space� lets Xs talN aEoXt infinit\ and helps 
Xs Zin Pore JaPes� Path� The School of MathePatics Center for (dXcational 3roJraPs �MathC(3� at the 8niversit\ 
of Minnesota offers SatXrda\ MorninJ Math (nrichPent proJraPs dXrinJ the school \ear Zhere stXdents in Jrades �±� 
engage in innovative activities that focus on mathematic topics that go beyond the classroom.

Program Category: ClassrooP $ctivit\� 2Xt of School TiPe (nrichPent
Academic Content: ST(M 
Academic Skills: Creativit\� critical thinNinJ� proEleP solvinJ� teaPZorN� anal\tic aEilit\� ST(M concepts and 

mathematical skills
Program Provider: 8niversit\ of Minnesota ± MathC(3
Fees and Deadlines: For fees and calendar dates call or visit the website. Registration opens in August.
Website: https://cse.umn.edu/mathcep/saturday-morning-math-enrichment
Email: mathcep@ umn.edu
Phone: ����� ��������

Mathematical Olympiads for Elementary & Middle Schools
Grades 4–6 (Division E), Grades 6–8 (Division M)

Math 2l\Ppiads is a series of five contests in each division that rXn froP 1ovePEer±March� Contests Pa\ Ee 
administered in the classroom or in a before/after school program. The contests can be administered in-person or 
virtXall\� :e also sponsor toXrnaPents� Zhich are e[citinJ face�to�face coPpetitions that Pa\ Ee offered E\ an\ school or 
professional organization in the spring.

Program Category: ChallenJes 	 CoPpetitions� ClassrooP $ctivit\� 2Xt of School TiPe (nrichPent
Academic Content: ST(M
Academic Skills: Critical thinking and problem solving
Program Provider: M2(MS ± MathePatical 2l\Ppiads for (lePentar\ 	 Middle Schools
Fees and Deadlines: See ZeEsite for details�
Website: www.moems.org
Email: info@ moems.org
Phone: ����� ��������
Contact: Mer\l )ordin

MATH MANIA TOURNAMENT
:ant Pore M2(MS" -oin Xs for a live coPpetition� TeaPs of five stXdents Zill participate in individXal� 
team and playoff rounds of competition surrounding mathematical thinking and problem solving 
Coaches are provided sample problems in advance of the competition and solutions for reviewing with 
teams afterward. Team and individual awards will be presented at a ceremony following the competition. 
Schools or other \oXth JroXps are invited to forP teaPs� or stXdents can reJister individXall\ and Zill Ee 
placed on teams for the competition. Visit www.mnscsc.org/math-mania for more information. 
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MathWorks Math Modeling Challenge
Grades 11–12

M� ChallenJe is a free� internet�Eased applied Path coPpetition NnoZn for inspirinJ stXdents to pXrsXe ST(M PaMors and 
careers� :orNinJ in teaPs of �±�� participants Xse Path and data to solve a real�Zorld proEleP in �� hoXrs� TeaPs Zith 
the best solution papers receive tuition scholarships for their college education.

Program Category: Challenges & Competitions
Academic Content: ST(M 
Academic Skills: Creativity, critical thinking, interdisciplinary, problem solving and teamwork
Program Provider: Societ\ for ,ndXstrial and $pplied MathePatics �S,$M�
Fees and Deadlines: No fees. Registration opens in November and closes in February. Challenge weekend is late 

)eErXar\�earl\ March� 9isit the ZeEsite for deadlines�
Website: https���M�ChallenJe�siaP�orJ
Email: P�challenJe#siaP�orJ
Phone: ����� ��������
Contact: .aren %liss

Minnesota 4-H Youth Development
Grades K–13

Minnesota ��+ <oXth 'evelopPent proJraPs are foXnd in XrEan� sXEXrEan� triEal and rXral coPPXnities across 
Minnesota� There are Pan\ Za\s to participate� ��+ clXEs� ��+ afterschool proJraPs� proMect�Eased learninJ� ��+ da\ and 
residential camps, and regional and state programs and events.

Program Category: /eadership 'evelopPent� 2Xt of School TiPe (nrichPent
Academic Content: $rts� *eneral� ST(M
Academic Skills: Creativity, critical thinking, global citizenship, leadership development and public speaking
Program Provider: 8niversit\ of Minnesota ([tension ± Minnesota ��+ <oXth 'evelopPent
Fees and Deadlines: See ZeEsite for details�
Website: ZZZ�e[tension�XPn�edX���h
Email: fourh@ umn.edu
Phone: ����� ��������

Minnesota Academy of Science – Middle School and High School Science Bowl
Grades 6–8, 9–12

The coPpetition consists of five�person teaPs EX]]inJ in to ansZer science and Path TXestions in a fast�paced forPat� 
(ach teaP coPpetes in a roXnd�roEin toXrnaPent Zith the top teaPs advancinJ to a doXEle�eliPination chaPpionship� 
The ZinninJ teaP represents Minnesota Zith a paid trip to the 1ational Science %oZl in :ashinJton� '�C�

Program Category: ChallenJes 	 CoPpetitions� 2Xt of School TiPe (nrichPent
Academic Content: ST(M
Academic Skills: Critical thinking, factual recall, leadership development, problem solving and teamwork
Program Provider: Minnesota $cadeP\ of Science
Fees and Deadlines: See ZeEsite for details�
Website: www.mnmas.org/science-bowl
Email: kfowler@ mnmas.org
Phone: ����� ��������
Contact: .ris )oZler
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Minnesota Academy of Science – State Science & Engineering Fair
Grades 6–12

Since ����� Minnesota State Science 	 (nJineerinJ )air has Eeen the pinnacle of proMect�Eased ST(M edXcation in 
Minnesota� the cXlPination of reJional science fairs throXJhoXt the state Zith Xp to ��� stXdents selected to present their 
research� The foXr top proMects receive an all�e[pense�paid trip to the ,nternational )air Zith Pore than �� coXntries 
participating.

Program Category: Awards & Recognitions, Challenges & Competitions
Academic Content: ST(M
Academic Skills: Creativity, critical thinking, environmental stewardship, problem solving and public speaking
Program Provider: Minnesota $cadeP\ of Science
Fees and Deadlines: See ZeEsite for fees� deadlines and coPpetition dates�
Website: www.mnmas.org/about-science-engineering-fair
Email: info@ mnmas.org
Phone: ����� ��������
Contact: Science 	 (nJineerinJ )air PanaJer

Minnesota Agriculture in the Classroom
Grades K–12

M$,TC seeNs to iPprove stXdent achievePent E\ appl\inJ aXthentic� aJricXltXral�Eased content as the conte[t to teach 
core concepts in science, social studies, language arts and nutrition. By encouraging teachers to embed agriculture into 
their cXrricXlXP� M$,TC cXltivates an XnderstandinJ and appreciation of the food s\steP that Ze rel\ on ever\ da\�

Program Category: Classroom Activity
Academic Content: %Xsiness�Career (dXcation� *eneral� /anJXaJe $rts� Social StXdies� ST(M
Academic Skills: Critical thinking, environmental stewardship, global citizenship, interdisciplinary and agricultural 

literacy
Program Provider: M$,TC at the Minnesota 'epartPent of $JricXltXre
Fees and Deadlines: $ll M$,TC resoXrces are free�
Website: https://minnesota.agclassroom.org
Email: SXe�Nnott#state�Pn�Xs
Phone: ����� ��������
Contact: SXe .nott

Minnesota Bilingual Seals Program
Grades 10–12

Minnesota %ilinJXal Seals are a recoJnition aZarded to JradXatinJ hiJh school stXdents Zho dePonstrated lanJXaJe sNills 
in lanJXaJes other than (nJlish� There are three levels of aZards and Pan\ Minnesota State ColleJes and 8niversities 
aZard free colleJe credits� The aZard notated on \oXr transcript serves as an official docXPentation of \oXr lanJXaJe 
sNills EoostinJ \oXr opportXnities to e[panded career or enriched activities Ee\ond post�secondar\� 

Program Category: Awards & Recognitions
Academic Content: :orld /anJXaJes 	 CXltXres
Academic Skills: Global citizenship, language skills in listening, reading, speaking and writing 
Program Provider: Minnesota pXElic� charter� and private schools throXJh the Minnesota 'epart-

Pent of (dXcation�
Fees and Deadlines: Vary depending on school or district. 
Website: https���edXcation�Pn�Jov�M'(�dse�stds�Zorld�seals� or Minnesota Seals ToolNit� 

https���edXcation�Pn�Jov�M'(�dse�stds�Zorld�seals�
Email: mde.worldlang@ state.mn.us
Phone: ����� ��������
Contact: $\XPi StocNPan
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Minnesota Business Professionals of America
Grades 9–12

The Pission of %Xsiness 3rofessionals of $Perica is to contriEXte to the preparation of a Zorld�class ZorN force throXJh 
the advancePent of leadership� citi]enship� acadePic and technoloJical career sNills for EXsiness and office stXdents� ,t 
combines school-based and work-based learning.

Program Category: Challenges & Competitions, Conferences & Institutes
Academic Content: %Xsiness�Career (dXcation
Academic Skills: Creativity, critical thinking, global citizenship, leadership development, problem solving, public 

speaking, research, teamwork, time/budget management and verbal reasoning
Program Provider: M1 %Xsiness 3rofessionals of $Perica
Fees and Deadlines: Visit website for details on state and national fees as well as conference dates and locations.
Website: www.mnbpa.org
Email: jackie@ arvig.net
Phone: ����� ��������
Contact: -acNie Schiller

Minnesota DECA
Grades 9–12

'(C$ is a school�to�ZorN stXdent orJani]ation that provides ParNetinJ related activities and leadership developPent� ,t 
combines school-based and work-based learning, focusing on careers in marketing, management and entrepreneurship. 
Competition is in occupational skills, leadership and management.

Program Category: Challenges & Competitions, Conferences & Institutes
Academic Content: %Xsiness�Career (dXcation
Academic Skills: $rtistic e[pression� creativit\� critical thinNinJ� JloEal citi]enship� leadership developPent� proE-

lem solving, public speaking, research, teamwork, time/budget management and verbal reasoning
Program Provider: Minnesota Secondar\ '(C$
Fees and Deadlines: Visit website for details on state and national fees as well as conference dates and locations.
Website: www.mndeca.org
Email: jackie@ arvig.net
Phone: ����� ��������
Contact: -acNie Schiller

Minnesota Envirothon
Grades 9–12

,nspire stXdents in this oXtdoor� acadePic coPpetition� 5eJistration is )5((� StXd\ Paterials are provided� StXdents 
learn about conservation and careers in natural resource management while developing leadership and collaborative 
proEleP�solvinJ sNills� TeaPs of five are tested in aTXatics� forestr\� soils� Zildlife� and a cXrrent environPental issXe� 
)irst� teaPs TXalif\ at local reJional events� $t the M1 (nvirothon� one teaP Zill advance to the 1ational (nvirothon to 
compete for prizes and scholarships.

Program Category: Challenges & Competitions
Academic Content: ST(M
Academic Skills: (nvironPental steZardship� leadership developPent� proEleP solvinJ� research� teaPZorN
Program Provider: The Minnesota $ssociation of Soil 	 :ater Conservation 'istricts �M$S:C'�� SherEXrne 

S:C'� Minnesota S:C's
Fees and Deadlines: )5(( for reJional and state events� 5eJional events held in $pril 	 Ma\� State event is in Ma\�
Website: https://www.maswcd.org/youth-education 
Email: M1(nvirothon#JPail�coP
Phone: ����� �������� 
Contact: Miranda :aJner



27

Minnesota Family, Career and Community Leaders of America
Grades 6–12

Minnesota )CC/$ is a career and technical stXdent orJani]ation Zhere \oX can learn to Ee an effective leader in \oXr 
school and coPPXnit\ and e[plore possiEle careers� <oXth leaders in )CC/$ Jain confidence� practical NnoZledJe� 
character development and skills in presenting, working in teams, and creative and critical thinking.

Program Category: Challenges & Competitions, Conferences & Institutes, Leadership Development
Academic Content: %Xsiness�Career (dXcation
Academic Skills: 3roEleP solvinJ� creative and critical thinNinJ� interdisciplinar\� pXElic speaNinJ� teaPZorN� 

leadership development, environmental stewardship and time/budget management
Program Provider: M1 )CC/$
Fees and Deadlines: See the ZeEsite for details�
Website: www.mnfccla.org
Email: patrick.mitchell@ mnfccla.org
Phone: ����� ��������
Contact: 3atricN Mitchell

Minnesota FFA
Grades 7–12

FFA makes a positive difference in the lives of students by developing their potential for premier leadership, personal 
growth and career success through agriculture education.

Program Category: Challenges & Competitions, Leadership Development
Academic Content: General
Academic Skills: Communications, leadership and decision-making skills
Program Provider: Minnesota ))$
Fees and Deadlines: Visit the website for more information.
Website: www.mnffa.org
Email: acrowson@ mnffa.org
Phone: ����� ��������
Contact: Ashley Crowson
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Minnesota Future City Competition
Grades 6–8 (Middle School), 9–12 (High School)

Future City Competition is a hands-on cross-curricular program that brings 
ST(M to life for stXdents in Jrades ��� and ����� 2n a teaP and XsinJ the 
(nJineerinJ 'esiJn 3rocess and proMect PanaJePent sNills� stXdents iPaJine� 
design, and build a city in the future showcasing their solutions to a citywide 
sustainability issue.

Program Category: ChallenJes 	 CoPpetitions� 2Xt of School TiPe
(nrichPent

Academic Content: $rts� /anJXaJe $rts� Social StXdies� ST(M
Academic Skills: Creativity, problem solving, public speaking, research 

and teamwork
Program Provider: SparN3ath
Fees and Deadlines: *rades �±�� ��� per school reJistration fee� dXe E\ 2ct� ��� ����� *rades �±��� ����±���� per 

school registration fee.
Website: https://futurecity.org/future-city-regions/minnesota/
Email: betsy.narr@ brightworksmn.org
Phone: ����� ��������
Contact: Betsy Narr

Minnesota Future Problem Solving Program
Grades K–12

Teaching students how to think, not what to think;  learning lifelong problem-
solving skills. Critical and creative thinking skills are applied to real topics. 
The ����±�� topics are� 'iJital 'arN $Je� 'isappearinJ CXltXres� ,nÀXencer 
MarNetinJ� and +ealth SecXrit\� ClassrooP cXrricXlXP is availaEle for Jrades 
.±�� CoPpetitive opportXnities for Jrades �±�� inclXde *loEal ,ssXes 3roEleP 
SolvinJ� CoPPXnit\ 3roEleP SolvinJ� Scenario :ritinJ� 9isXal $rts� and 
Scenario 3erforPance� 

Program Category: Challenges & Competitions, Leadership Development
Academic Content: $rts� %Xsiness�Career (dXcation� *eneral� /anJXaJe $rts� 

Social StXdies� ST(M� :orld /anJXaJes 	 CXltXres
Academic Skills: Creativity, critical thinking, global citizenship, problem solving 

and teamwork  
Program Provider: Minnesota )XtXre 3roEleP SolvinJ 3roJraP
Fees and Deadlines: Visit the website for fees and deadlines.
Website: www.mnfpsp.org
Email: angela.denstad@ mnfpsp.org
Phone: ����� ��������
Contact: Angela Denstad
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Minnesota High School Music Listening Contest
Grades 9–12

The MXsic /isteninJ Contest assists teachers in their efforts to e[pand the PXsic e[periences of stXdents� StXdents Jain 
understanding and appreciation of other cultures through listening and learning about music from various areas and time 
periods. They also develop teamwork skills as they work in teams of three to compete in the regional and championship 
contests.

Program Category: Challenges & Competitions, Classroom Activity
Academic Content: Arts
Academic Skills: $ctive listeninJ� artistic e[pression� critical anal\sis� factXal recall and teaPZorN 
Program Provider: MXsic /isteninJ Contest %oard
Fees and Deadlines: See ZeEsite for Xpdates�
Website: www.musiclisteningcontest.com
Email: musiclisteningcontestinfo@ gmail.com

Minnesota Institute for Talented Youth (MITY)
Grades 1–12

Our mission is to inspire and challenge intellectually curious students to pursue their 
passions within a diverse, inclusive community and empower them by building skills 
and relationships for lifelonJ sXccess� M,T< offers XniTXe ST(M� hXPanities and 
fine arts coXrses in three acadePic proJraPs� StXdents enJaJe in hands�on� 
inTXir\�Eased learninJ dXrinJ the sXPPer or on SatXrda\ PorninJs dXrinJ the 
school \ear� 2lder stXdents can live in dorPs at Macalester ColleJe�

Program Category: /eadership 'evelopPent� 2Xt of School TiPe (nrichPent
Academic Content: $rts� *eneral� /anJXaJe $rts� Social StXdies� ST(M
Academic Skills: Creativity, critical thinking, interdisciplinary, problem solving 

and teamwork
Program Provider: Minnesota ,nstitXte )or Talented <oXth
Fees and Deadlines: Check website for details.
Website: www.mity.org
Email: info@ mity.org
Phone: ����� ��������
Contact: (rica %reZinsNi

Minnesota Junior High Math League
Grades 6–8

Minnesota -Xnior +iJh Math /eaJXe encoXraJes stXdents to participate in Path contests� enaEles stXdents to Peet 
Pathletes froP other schools and provides recoJnition for stXdents e[cellinJ in PathePatics� The proJraP also serves as 
preparation for the annXal M$T+C281TS coPpetition� The Peet topics are Eased on the M$T+C281TS topics�

Program Category: Challenges & Competitions
Academic Content: ST(M 
Academic Skills: Creativity, critical thinking, factual recall, problem solving and teamwork
Fees and Deadlines: See ZeEsite for details�
Website: www.mnjhml.com
Email: PnMhPl�#JPail�coP
Phone: ����� ��������
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Minnesota MATHCOUNTS
Grades 6–8

Teachers� \oXr stXdents¶ Path sXccess starts here� $t M$T+C281TS� Ze Eoost stXdents
 confidence� foster a positive 
attitXde toZard Path and proEleP�solvinJ� and PaNe learninJ fXn ² all Zhile respectinJ \oXr pacNed schedXle� 
M$T+C281TS is for all Piddle school Path stXdents� :hether \oX
re rXnninJ a classrooP or a Path clXE� oXr free� 
read\�to�Xse resoXrces provide Zhat \oX need to PaNe a Path teaP happen in \oXr school ² no e[tra prep reTXired�

Program Category: Challenges & Competitions, Classroom Activity
Academic Content: ST(M 
Academic Skills: Creativity, critical thinking, leadership development, problem solving and teamwork
Program Provider: Minnesota M$T+C281TS�M1 Societ\ of 3rofessional (nJineers
Fees and Deadlines: Registration opens in August and closes in December.
Website: www.mathcountsmn.org
Email: katie@ mathcountsmn.org
Phone: ����� ��������
Contact: .atie -aPieson

Minnesota Mathematics League
Grades 4–12

Minnesota MathePatics /eaJXe encoXraJes stXdent interest and confidence in PathePatics throXJh solvinJ ZorthZhile 
proElePs� There are contests for stXdents in Jrades �±�� $lJeEra � and hiJh school� (ver\ contest has TXestions froP 
different areas of PathePatics� Schools coPpete in stateZide or PXlti�state leaJXe coPpetitions�

Program Category: Challenges & Competitions
Academic Content: ST(M
Academic Skills: 3roEleP solvinJ� critical thinNinJ and creativit\
Program Provider: The Math /eaJXe
Fees and Deadlines: Visit see website for contest dates, fees and deadlines.
Website: www.themathleague.com
Email: dan@ mathleague.com
Phone: ����� ��������
Contact: Daniel Fleger

Minnesota PTA Reflections
Grades PreK–12

5eÀections arts proJraP encoXraJes stXdents to e[plore their artistic talent and is desiJned to proPote e[pression and 
creativit\� StXdents create their artZorN Eased on a stXdent�created annXal thePe� StXdents are aEle to shoZ the Zorld hoZ 
the\ Patter throXJh their visXal arts� photoJraph\� PXsic coPposition� filP prodXction� dance choreoJraph\ and literatXre�

Program Category: $Zards 	 5ecoJnitions� 2Xt of School TiPe (nrichPent
Academic Content: Arts
Academic Skills: $rtistic e[pression� creativit\ and critical thinNinJ
Program Provider: Minnesota 3T$
Fees and Deadlines: 1o fees� EXt school or stXdent PXst have M1 3T$ PePEership� See ZeEsite for annXal thePe 

and other details.
Website: https���ZZZ�Pnpta�orJ�proJraPs�events�Pn�pta�reÀections
Email: reÀections#Pnpta�orJ
Phone: ����� ��������
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Minnesota Regional High School Ethics Bowl
Grades 9–12

(thics %oZl coPpetitions provide a sXpportive� respectfXl environPent that prepares hiJh school stXdents for the 
intellectXal riJors of a colleJe edXcation Zhile JivinJ theP the opportXnit\ to thinN carefXll\ �and philosophicall\�� 
aEoXt PeaninJfXl ethical TXestions� (ach \ear� stXdents stXd\ a set of cases� Zhich are the foXndation for the coPpetition� 
:inners of the Minnesota %oZl Pa\ Jo on to coPpete at the 1ational %oZl at The 8niversit\ of 1orth Carolina at 
Chapel +ill� 

Program Category: ChallenJes 	 CoPpetitions� 2Xt of School TiPe (nrichPent
Academic Content: $rts� *eneral� /anJXaJe $rts� Social StXdies� ST(M 
Academic Skills: Creativity, critical thinking, public speaking, research, verbal reasoning
Fees and Deadlines: See ZeEsite for details�
Website: https://ethicsbowl.umn.edu/
Email: ethicsbowl@ umn.edu
Phone: ����� ��������
Contact: Cat Saint�Croi[

Minnesota Scholastic Art Awards
Grades 7–12

Minnesota hiJh school stXdents� Jrade �±��� are invited to enter a MXried art e[hiEition� $Zard Zinners are recoJni]ed and 
honored at an award ceremony and reception, either in person or virtually.

Program Category: Awards & Recognitions
Academic Content: Arts
Academic Skills: Critical thinking, creativity and problem solving
Program Provider: Co�sponsored E\ $rt (dXcators of Minnesota� The 8niversit\ of Minnesota
s $rt 'epartPent 	 

5eJis $rt Center and the :eisPan $rt MXseXP
Fees and Deadlines: SXEPissions open in SeptePEer and are dXe the first ZeeN in 'ecePEer� 
Website: ZZZ�artandZritinJ�orJ�affiliate�M1���$� or 

https���ZZZ�aeP�Pn�orJ�stXdent�opportXnities���scholastics

Minnesota Science Olympiad (Division A)
Grades 3–6

The Minnesota Science 2l\Ppiad is devoted to iPprovinJ the TXalit\ of science edXcation� increasinJ stXdent interest in 
science and providing recognition for outstanding achievement. Team competition includes challenging and motivational 
events ranJinJ froP earth science to ph\sics� The ZinninJ teaP froP each division Zill Ee invited to the 1ational Science 
Olympiad.

Program Category: Challenges & Competitions
Academic Content: ST(M
Academic Skills: Creativity, environmental stewardship, factual recall, problem solving and teamwork
Program Provider: Minnesota Science 2l\Ppiad
Fees and Deadlines: See ZeEsite for details�
Website: www.minnesotaso.org
Email: mnscioly@ gmail.com
Contact: Michael +XEert\
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Minnesota Science Olympiad (Division B)
Grades 6–9

Science 2l\Ppiad is a nationZide orJani]ation dedicated to iPprovinJ science edXcation throXJh coPpetitions liNe 
acadePic tracN Peets of teaP events� (ach \ear� stXdents prepare for coPpetition E\ stXd\inJ a Zide ranJe of ST(M 
topics Zith an ePphasis on JroXp participation� ThroXJh Science 2l\Ppiad� participants Eond toJether and ZorN toZard 
shared goals.

Program Category: Challenges & Competitions
Academic Content: ST(M
Academic Skills: Creativity, critical thinking, environmental stewardship, factual recall, interdisciplinary, problem 

solving, research and teamwork
Program Provider: Minnesota Science 2l\Ppiad
Fees and Deadlines: See ZeEsite for details�
Website: www.minnesotaso.org
Email: hans����#isd����orJ
Phone: ����� �������� 
Contact: Brandi Gordon

Minnesota Science Olympiad (Division C)
Grades 9–12

The Minnesota Science 2l\Ppiad offers coPpetitions to encoXraJe stXdents to solve proElePs and EecoPe proficient in a 
variet\ of topic areas� 3articipants coPpete as a teaP� The ZinninJ teaP froP each division at the state coPpetition Zill 
Ee invited to the 1ational Science 2l\Ppiad held in Ma\�

Program Category: Challenges & Competitions
Academic Content: ST(M
Academic Skills: Critical thinking, factual recall, problem solving and teamwork  
Program Provider: Minnesota Science 2l\Ppiad
Fees and Deadlines: See ZeEsite for details�
Website: www.minnesotaso.org
Email: kfoley@ edenpr.org
Phone: ����� ��������
Contact: .atie )ole\

CONNECT YOUR STUDENTS, STAFF AND FAMILIES WITH REACH FOR THE STARS!
+elp stXdents discover e[citinJ acadePic enrichPent opportXnities throXJh 5each for the Stars� +ere are 
three easy ways to spread the word:

Share it:  )eatXre a short 5each for the Stars ElXrE in \oXr neZsletters� ZeEsite� social 
media, or other communications.
M ake it easy to access:  Share the 5each for the Stars 45 code or ZeEsite linN for 
qui ck access to the digital catalogue.
Spread  the word :  Reque st free informational postcards to distribute to students, 
families, staff, and community members.

1eed Paterials or assistance" :e¶re happ\ to help� (Pail reach#s\nerJ\e[chanJe�orJ�
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Minnesota SkillsUSA
Grades 9–12, Post-secondary

SNills8S$ helps stXdents EecoPe fXtXre leaders E\ developinJ their personal� ZorNplace and technical sNills� StXdents 
enJaJed in technicall\ sNilled coXrses and proJraPPinJ as Zell as those looNinJ for career e[ploration activities and 
opportXnities can Eenefit�

Program Category: Challenges & Competitions, Leadership Development
Academic Content: %Xsiness�Career (dXcation� ST(M
Academic Skills: Critical thinking, leadership development, problem solving, teamwork and communication
Program Provider: Minnesota SNills8S$
Fees and Deadlines: Visit the website for fees and deadlines.
Website: www.mnskillsusa.org
Email: e[ecXtive�director#PnsNillsXsa�orJ
Phone: ����� ��������
Contact: +eidi Mattson 

Minnesota State High School Mathematics League
Grades 6–12

Schools send stXdents to five Peets in their JeoJraphic reJion Zith Eoth individXal and teaP coPpetitions� Top teaPs in 
JeoJraphic reJions and top �� scorinJ stXdents participate in a state toXrnaPent� Top individXals in the state are invited 
to Moin the $ll�State TeaP that represents Minnesota in national coPpetitions� The SXPPer Math ,nstitXte� a residential 
sXPPer caPp� is held in -Xne�

Program Category: Challenges & Competitions
Academic Content: ST(M
Academic Skills: 3roEleP solvinJ and teaPZorN
Program Provider: Augsburg University
Fees and Deadlines: See ZeEsite for details�
Website: https://www.mnmathleague.org/home.php
Email: mathleague@ augsburg.edu
Phone: ����� ��������
Contact: Tom Young

Minnesota Student Digital Mapping Competition
Grades 6–8, 9–12

The competition empowers students to develop skills in spatial analysis, critical thinking, and storytelling through digital 
PappinJ� ,t¶s an opportXnit\ to Jain recoJnition� earn aZards� and e[plore the fascinatinJ Zorld of diJital PappinJ �*,S� 
technoloJ\� StXdents can participate individXall\ or as a teaP of tZo� 3ri]es for the top three entries�

Program Category: Challenges & Competition, Classroom Activity
Academic Content: Social StXdies� ST(M
Academic Skills: Critical thinking, geographic inqui ry, problem solving and research
Program Provider: Minnesota $lliance for *eoJraphic (dXcation
Fees and Deadlines: 1o coPpetition fees� $ll coPpetition entries PXst Ee created XsinJ a free (sri $rc*,S 2nline 

School SoftZare %Xndle $ccoXnt� 9isit the ZeEsite for reJistration details and appl\inJ for a free 
account.

Website: https://minnesota-alliance-for-geographic-education-mage.hub.arcgis.com/
Email: jimsoli@ mac.com
Phone: ����� ��������
Contact: -iP +anson
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Minnesota Youth Institute 
Grades 9–12

The Minnesota <oXth ,nstitXte challenJes hiJh school stXdents to solve local and JloEal food secXrit\ issXes� M1<, is a 
half�da\ proJraP Zhere hiJh school stXdents froP across Minnesota share research� participate in interactive e[periences 
and netZorN Zith research�indXstr\ leaders in aJricXltXral�food�natXral resoXrce fields� 3articipatinJ stXdents are eliJiEle 
for scholarships� international and doPestic internships� and an opportXnit\ to represent Minnesota at the *loEal <oXth 
,nstitXte and :orld )ood 3ri]e ,nternational %orlaXJ�'ialoJXe S\PposiXP�

Program Category: Challenges & Competitions, Classroom Activity
Academic Content: *eneral� Social StXdies� ST(M� :orld /anJXaJes
Academic Skills: Factual recall, problem solving, critical thinking, creativity, interdisciplinary, research, public 

speaking, leadership development, global citizenship and environmental stewardship
Program Provider: 8niversit\ of Minnesota
Fees and Deadlines: No fee. Visit website for registration and essay deadline details.
Website: www.mnyi.cfans.umn.edu
Email: mnyi@ umn.edu
Phone: ����� ��������
Contact: Mar\ %Xschette

MN Cup Competition – Youth Division
Grades K–12

The Minnesota CXp is an earl\�staJe EXsiness coPpetition� ThroXJh the <oXth and StXdent divisions� \oXnJ entrepreneXrs 
are provided a sXpportive environPent to start a neZ EXsiness and coPpete for pri]e Pone\� More inforPation aEoXt the 
competition is available on the website.

Program Category: ChallenJes 	 CoPpetitions� 2Xt of School TiPe (nrichPent
Academic Content: %Xsiness�Career (dXcation
Academic Skills: Critical thinking, leadership development, problem solving, public speaking, verbal reasoning
Program Provider: +olPes Center for (ntrepreneXrship� 8niversit\ of Minnesota
Fees and Deadlines: The coPpetition is free to enter� $pplications availaEle startinJ in March� 9isit the ZeEsite for 

more information.
Website: www.mncup.org  
Email: hellomncup@ umn.edu
Phone: ����� ��������
Contact: .ailin 2liver 

Mock Trial Program
Grades 7–12

The program gives students an insider’ s look at the American legal system while helping them develop critical thinking, 
communication and teamwork skills. A volunteer attorney works with each team to prepare for the simulated trials held in 
actXal coXrtrooPs in -anXar\�)eErXar\� The state toXrnaPent is held in March� the state chaPpion coPpetes at the national 
toXrnaPent in Ma\�

Program Category: Challenges & Competitions, Classroom Activity
Academic Content: $rts� %Xsiness�Career (dXcation� /anJXaJe $rts� Social StXdies
Academic Skills: Critical thinking, problem solving, public speaking, teamwork and verbal reasoning
Program Provider: Minnesota State %ar $ssociation
Fees and Deadlines: See ZeEsite for details�
Website: https���PnEars�orJ�"pJ for�pXElic�PocN�trial
Email: kbasting@ mnbars.org
Phone: ����� ��������
Contact: .iP %astinJ
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Mondale-Quie Essay Contest
Grades 11–12

The Mondale�4Xie (ssa\ Contest provides Minnesota hiJh school MXniors and seniors Zith an opportXnit\ to coPpete for 
Xp to ������ in scholarship Pone\ E\ ZritinJ essa\s that anal\]e and taNe a position on a cXrrent topic relevant to 
Minnesota
s MXdicial s\steP�

Program Category: Awards & Recognitions, Challenges & Competitions
Academic Content: /anJXaJe $rts� Social StXdies
Academic Skills: Creativity, critical thinking, global citizenship, problem solving and research
Program Provider: Minnesota SXprePe CoXrt +istorical Societ\
Fees and Deadlines: No fees. Check website for topic information and deadlines.
Website: https���PncoXrthistor\�orJ�(ssa\�Contest�
Email: director@ mncourthistory.org

MSHSL Debate, Speech
Grades 7–12

)or each proJraP� see )ine $rts 5Xles and 3olicies PanXal availaEle on the MS+S/ ZeEsite� 'eEate is a MS+S/ Zinter 
activity. Competition events in policy debate, Lincoln-Douglas debate, public forum debate and congressional debate. 
Speech is a MS+S/ sprinJ activit\� Contests are held in creative e[pression� discXssion� dXo interpretation� 
e[tePporaneoXs readinJ� e[tePporaneoXs speaNinJ� Jreat speeches� hXPoroXs interpretation� inforPative speaNinJ� 
original oratory, serious drama interpretation, serious poetry interpretation, serious prose interpretation and storytelling.

Program Category: Challenges & Competitions
Academic Content: Language Arts
Program Provider: MS+S/
Fees and Deadlines: )ees var\ E\ school� 5eJistration deadline is 'ec� ��
Website: www.mshsl.org/sports-and-activities/debate

www.mshsl.org/sports-and-activities/speech
Email: adoherty@ mshsl.org
Phone: ����� ��������
Contact: Amy Doherty

MSHSL Music, One Act Play, Visual Arts
Grades 7–12

)or each proJraP� see )ine $rts 5Xles and 3olicies PanXal availaEle on the MS+S/ ZeEsite� MXsic is a sprinJ MS+S/ 
activit\� The contest events provide for coPpetition in PaMor JroXps �choir� orchestra and Eand�� special JroXps� ensePEles 
and solos� 2ne $ct 3la\ is a Zinter MS+S/ activit\� 9isXal $rts is a sprinJ MS+S/ activit\� $rtZorN Pa\ Ee sXEPitted 
in the cateJories of draZinJ� paintinJ� scXlptXre� filP�Eased photoJraph� diJital photoJraph\� video art� coPpXter�Eased 
artZorN� crafts� printPaNinJ� ceraPics� �' Pi[ed Pedia�collaJe and Jraphic desiJn�

Program Category: Challenges & Competitions
Academic Content: Arts
Program Provider: MS+S/
Fees and Deadlines: )ees var\ E\ school� 5eJistration deadline is 'ec� ��
Website: www.mshsl.org/sports-and-activities/music 

www.mshsl.org/sports-and-activities/one-act-play 
www.mshsl.org/sports-and-activities/visual-arts

Email: tleighton@ mshsl.org, adoherty@ mshsl.org
Phone: ����� ��������
Contact: TiP /eiJhton �MXsic� 9isXal $rts�� $P\ 'ohert\ �2ne $ct 3la\�
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MSHSL/FIRST Robotics
Grades 9–12

MS+S/�),5ST 5oEotics is an e[tracXrricXlar opportXnit\ for stXdents Zith an interest in enJineerinJ and roEotics� 

Program Category: Challenges & Competitions
Academic Content: ST(M
Academic Skills: ST(M and coPPXnications
Program Provider: MS+S/�),5ST
Fees and Deadlines: Fees vary by school. Visit website for full schedule and details.
Website: https://www.mshsl.org/sports-and-activities/robotics
Email: Nr��#aol�coP
Phone: ����� ��������
Contact: .en 5osen

MTEEA Supermileage Challenge
Grades 7–12

This proJraP Moins classrooP learninJ Zith iPaJination� inJenXit\ and teaPZorN to prodXce the Post fXel�efficient 
vehicle� ,deas are tePpered Zith calcXlation to prodXce optiPXP desiJn� StXdents are in charJe of this proMect froP the 
vehicle’ s conception to planning, fabrication and testing. 

Program Category: Challenges & Competitions
Academic Content: ST(M
Academic Skills: 3roEleP solvinJ� critical thinNinJ� creativit\� interdisciplinar\� research� teaPZorN� leadership 

development and time/budget management
Program Provider: Minnesota TechnoloJ\ 	 (nJineerinJ (dXcators $ssociation
Fees and Deadlines: 9isit ZeEsite for fees and specific dates�
Website: ZZZ�Pteea�net�inde[�php�coPpetitions�sXperPileaJe
Email: mteeasupermileage@ gmail.com
Contact: Luke Becker

National Geography Challenge
Grades 2–12

1ational JeoJraph\ contest that taNes place in the classrooP� )ive levels� Jrade�s� �� �±�� �±�� �±� and ��±��� Contests 
reÀect the Pain thePes of JeoJraph\� appropriate to each Jrade level� The proJraP is a %etter %Xsiness %XreaX PePEer 
Zith an $� ratinJ�

Program Category: Challenges & Competitions
Academic Content: Social StXdies
Academic Skills: Critical thinking and factual recall
Program Provider: Continental MathePatics /eaJXe� ,nc�
Fees and Deadlines: )irst teaP ���� additional teaPs ���� 5eJistration throXJh March� Meet 

dates� $pril ��±Ma\ ��� �����
Website: www.cmleague.com
Email: support@ cmleague.com
Phone: ����� ��������
Contact: Christine 3ette
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National History Day in Minnesota
Grades 6–12

1ational +istor\ 'a\ is a co�cXrricXlar acadePic fair in Zhich stXdents learn 
academic research, analysis and effective presentation of ideas with the help of 
staff and partnership orJani]ations� StXdents are eliJiEle to coPpete in school� 
reJional� state and national contests� The ����±���� thePe is ³,nnovation�´

Program Category: Challenges & Competitions, Classroom Activity
Academic Content: Social StXdies
Academic Skills: Critical thinking, factual recall, interdisciplinary, 

research and teamwork
Program Provider: Minnesota +istorical Societ\ 
Fees and Deadlines: There is no classroom fee to participate and program materials 

are sent to teachers free of charge. Regional events take place 
in March and reJistration fees EeJin at ��� per stXdent� 

Website: www.mnhs.org/historyday 
Email: samantha.papas@ mnhs.org
Phone: ����� ��������
Contact: SaPPi -o 3apas

National Language Arts League
Grades 2–12

1ational lanJXaJe arts contest that taNes place in the classrooP� MXltiple�choice TXestions appropriate for Jrades � and 
�±�� MXltiple�choice TXestions Eased on spellinJ� vocaEXlar\� readinJ coPprehension� analoJies and JraPPar availaEle 
for Jrades �±�� �±� and ��±��� The proJraP is a %etter %Xsiness %XreaX PePEer Zith an $� ratinJ�

Program Category: Challenges & Competitions
Academic Content: Language Arts
Academic Skills: Critical thinking and factual recall
Program Provider: Continental MathePatics /eaJXe� ,nc�
Fees and Deadlines: ���� for the first tZo teaPs� ��� for additional teaPs� 

5eJistration throXJh March� Meet dates� $pril ��±��� �����
Website: www.cmleague.com
Email: support@ cmleague.com
Phone: ����� ��������
Contact: Christine 3ette
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National Science League
Grades 2–12

1ational science contest that taNes place in the classrooP� Contests in Jeneral science for Jrades �� �±� and �±�� 
Contests for middle and high school levels in life science, physical science, earth science, biology, chemistry and physics. 
4Xestions Eased on Eoth factXal NnoZledJe and stXdents¶ XnderstandinJ of scientific processes� The proJraP is a %etter 
%Xsiness %XreaX PePEer Zith an $� ratinJ�

Program Category: Challenges & Competitions
Academic Content: ST(M 
Academic Skills: Critical thinking and factual recall
Program Provider: Continental MathePatics /eaJXe� ,nc�
Fees and Deadlines: ���� for the first tZo teaPs� ��� for additional teaPs� 5eJistration throXJh 

March� Meet dates� $pril ��±��� �����
Website: www.cmleague.com
Email: support@ cmleague.com
Phone: ����� ��������
Contact: Christine 3ette

National Social Studies League
Grades 2–12

1ational social stXdies contest that taNes place in the classrooP� 4Xestions for Jrades �±� Eased on topics appropriate to 
each Jrade level in $Perican StXdies� 8�S� *eoJraph\ and 8�S� *overnPent� TZo contests availaEle for Jrades ��±�� in 
$Perican +istor\ and :orld +istor\� The proJraP is a %etter %Xsiness %XreaX PePEer Zith an $� ratinJ�

Program Category: Challenges & Competitions
Academic Content: Social StXdies
Academic Skills: Critical thinking and factual recall
Program Provider: 1ational Social StXdies /eaJXe
Fees and Deadlines: ���� for the first tZo teaPs� ��� for additional teaPs� 5eJistration 

throXJh March� Meet dates� $pril ��±��� �����
Website: www.cmleague.com
Email: support@ cmleague.com
Phone: ����� ��������
Contact: Christine 3ette

NCTE Achievement Awards in Writing
Grade 10–11

The 1ational CoXncil of Teachers of (nJlish $chievePent $Zards in :ritinJ encoXraJes hiJh school sophoPores and 
MXniors to Zrite and to pXElicl\ recoJni]e the Eest stXdent Zriters� StXdents Zho have Eeen noPinated E\ their schools 
Pa\ sXEPit a thePed ZritinJ that is Xp to �� paJes in lenJth� (lectronic sXEPissions onl\�

Program Category: Awards & Recognitions
Academic Content: Language Arts
Academic Skills: $rtistic e[pression� creativit\� critical thinNinJ� verEal reasoninJ and ZritinJ
Program Provider: 1ational CoXncil of Teachers of (nJlish
Fees and Deadlines: No fee. Visit the website for yearly prompt theme, timeline, submission due date and further 

program details. 
Website: https://ncte.org/awards/achievement-awards-in-writing/
Email: studentwriting@ ncte.org
Phone: ����� �������� or ����� ��������
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NCTE Promising Young Writers Program
Grade 8

The pXrpose of the 3roPisinJ <oXnJ :riters 3roJraP is to stiPXlate and recoJni]e the ZritinJ talents of eiJhth�Jrade 
stXdents and to ePphasi]e the iPportance of ZritinJ sNills aPonJ theP� StXdents Zho have Eeen noPinated E\ their 
schools Pa\ sXEPit a thePed ZritinJ that is Xp to �� paJes in lenJth� (lectronic sXEPissions onl\�

Program Category: Awards & Recognitions
Academic Content: Language Arts
Academic Skills: $rtistic e[pression� creativit\� critical thinNinJ� verEal reasoninJ and ZritinJ
Program Provider: 1ational CoXncil of Teachers of (nJlish
Fees and Deadlines: No fee. Visit the website for yearly prompt theme, timeline, submission due date and further 

program details.
Website: https://ncte.org/awards/promising-young-writers/
Email: studentwriting@ ncte.org
Phone: ����� �������� or ����� ��������

Nobel Conference at Gustavus Adolphus College
Grades 7–12

-oin hXndreds of hiJh school stXdents 2ct� �±� at the ��nd 1oEel Conference ± The MiJht\ Mississippi� CXrrents of 
ChanJe� The conference e[aPines Ne\ challenJes confrontinJ the Mississippi Easin inclXdinJ pollXtion� aJricXltXral iP-
pacts� ÀoodinJ� and tradeoffs EetZeen naviJational and recreational Xses�

Program Category: Conferences 	 ,nstitXtions� 2Xt of School TiPe (nrichPent
Academic Content: ST(M 
Academic Skills: Critical thinking, environmental stewardship, global citizenship. interdisciplinary and problem 

solving
Program Provider: Gustavus Adolphus College
Fees and Deadlines: The conference is free and open to the public.
Website: www.gustavus.edu/nobelconference
Email: nobelconference@ gustavus.edu
Phone: ����� ��������
Contact: 3hillip 9oiJht

Noetic Learning Math Contest
Grades 2–8

The 1oetic /earninJ Math Contest is a sePiannXal proEleP�solvinJ contest for elePentar\ and Piddle school stXdents� 
The Joal of the coPpetition is to encoXraJe stXdents
 interest in Path� to develop their proEleP�solvinJ sNills and to 
inspire theP to e[cel in Path� 'XrinJ the contest� stXdents have �� PinXtes ��� PinXtes online� to solve �� creative 
problems independently without a calculator. The contest is offered in both paper-pencil form and online.

Program Category: Challenges & Competitions
Academic Content: ST(M
Academic Skills: Critical thinking, problem solving
Program Provider: Noetic Learning LLC
Fees and Deadlines: Visit the website for details.
Website: www.noetic-learning.com/mathcontest
Email: info@ noetic-learning.com
Phone: ����� ��������
Contact: /i .elt\
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Perennial Math Online Math Competition
Grades 3–12

Math is C22/� The Joal of this coPpetition is to stiPXlate stXdents¶ enthXsiasP for proEleP solvinJ� StXdents can Moin 
the online coPpetition �Jrades �±��� travel to an on�site toXrnaPent �Jrades �±�� or coPpete in :eE([ virtXal 
toXrnaPents �Jrades �±���� +oPeschool teaPs are also ZelcoPe� 9isit the ZeEsite or )aceEooN paJe at 
www.facebook.com/perennialmath for more information.

Program Category: Challenges & Competitions, Classroom Activity
Academic Content: ST(M
Academic Skills: MathePatics
Program Provider: 3erennial Math
Fees and Deadlines: See ZeEsite for details�
Website: www.perennialmath.com
Email: info@ perennialmath.com
Phone: ����� ��������

Personal Finance Challenge
Grades 9–12

The 3ersonal )inance ChallenJe is an e[citinJ coPpetition for hiJh school stXdents to practice real�Zorld sNills in 
managing money and solving problems. Teams of students compete online to demonstrate their knowledge of fundamental 
personal finance topics� Zith the top teaPs EeinJ invited to the state coPpetition to shoZcase their talent in solvinJ 
problems and communicating effectively.

Program Category: Challenges & Competitions
Academic Content: %Xsiness�Career (dXcation� Social StXdies
Academic Skills: Critical thinking, problem solving, public speaking, teamwork and verbal reasoning
Program Provider: Minnesota CoXncil on (conoPic (dXcation
Fees and Deadlines: There is no reJistration cost for teachers or stXdents to participate� See ZeEsite for details�
Website: https���]�XPn�edX�3)ChallenJe
Email: mcee@ umn.edu
Phone: ����� ��������
Contact: Angela Zappa

Poetry Out Loud
Grades 9–12

3oetr\ 2Xt /oXd inspires stXdents to e[perience Jreat poetr\ Zhile ErinJinJ 
literature to life in the classroom. The program strengthens public speaking 
sNills� EXilds self�confidence� deepens appreciation for poetr\� and connects 
students to both literary history and contemporary voices. Free educator 
resoXrces PaNe it eas\ to iPplePent in an\ classrooP� reJardless of e[perience� 
Contests begin at the classroom level and can advance through regional and 
state coPpetitions to an e[penses�paid 1ational )inals� 

Program Category: Challenges & Competitions, Classroom Activity
Academic Content: Arts, Language Arts
Academic Skills: 3XElic speaNinJ
Program Provider: SoXth Central Service Cooperative in partnership Zith the Minnesota 

State $rts %oard and the 1ational (ndoZPent for the $rts 
Fees and Deadlines: )ree� 5eJistration is in the fall� visit the ZeEsite for details�
Website: www.mnscsc.org/poetry-out-loud or www.poetryoutloud.org
Email: mhillmann@ mnscsc.org
Phone: ����� ��������
Contact: Mar\ +illPann
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Poster Contest
Grades K–8

8nleash \oXr stXdents
 creativit\� iPaJination and talent E\ e[plorinJ econoPic ideas and coPpetinJ in the 3oster 
Contest. Using our topics and guides, teachers can support students in connecting economic concepts to their own lives 
Zhile encoXraJinJ stXdent self�e[pression throXJh visXal art� Teachers Pa\ sXEPit the e[cellent ZorN done E\ their 
students and possibly be selected for recognition.

Program Category: Challenges & Competitions
Academic Content: $rts� %Xsiness�Career (dXcation� Social StXdies
Academic Skills: $rtistic e[pression� creativit\ and critical thinNinJ
Program Provider: Minnesota CoXncil on (conoPic (dXcation
Fees and Deadlines: 1o fees� 5eJistration opens on -an� �� e[act dates can Ee foXnd on the MC(( calendar�  
Website: https���]�XPn�edX�3osterContest
Email: mcee@ umn.edu
Phone: ����� ��������
Contact: Minnesota CoXncil on (conoPic (dXcation

Real World Design Challenge
Grades 9–12

5eal :orld 'esiJn ChallenJe is a coPpetition that provides stXdents the opportXnit\ to ZorN on real Zorld enJineerinJ 
challenJes in a teaP environPent� TeaPs address a challenJe that confronts oXr nation
s leadinJ indXstries� StXdents 
Xtili]e professional enJineerinJ softZare to develop their solXtions and Jenerate EXsiness�st\le presentations� 5:'C 
provides students with opportunities to apply the lessons of the classroom to the technical problems that are being faced in 
the workplace.

Program Category: Awards & Recognitions, Challenges & Competitions
Academic Content: ST(M
Academic Skills: Critical thinking, leadership development, problem solving, teamwork and time/budget management
Program Provider: 5eal :orld 'esiJn ChallenJe
Fees and Deadlines: Visit the website for fees and deadlines.
Website: https://www.competitionsciences.org/competitions/real-world-design-challenge/
Email: Er\an�farPer#isd����net
Phone: ����� ��������
Contact: Bryan Farmer

Reality Fair NEW!
Grades 8–12

5ealit\ )airs are e[periential EXdJetinJ siPXlations� StXdents receive a MoE� an incoPe� a credit 
score� and soPe e[istinJ deEt� 9olXnteers JXide the stXdents throXJh the EXdJetinJ process as 
they learn real life money management skills.

Program Category: Challenges & Competitions, Classroom Activity
Academic Content: %Xsiness�Career (dXcation� ST(M
Academic Skills: Critical thinking, problem solving, time/budget management
Program Provider: :inJs Credit 8nion
Fees and Deadlines: No fees or deadlines.
Website: https���ZZZ�ZinJscX�coP�foXndation�financial�edXcation�realit\�fair
Email: Mared�little#ZinJsfinancial�coP
Phone: ����� ��������
Contact: -ared /ittle
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Scholars of Distinction
Grades 11–12

Scholars of 'istinction is a siJnificant capstone proMect in a stXdent¶s acadePic area of interest� Zhich is recoJni]ed E\ 
their hiJh school and the Minnesota 'epartPent of (dXcation� This proMect creates an ideal opportXnit\ for stXdents to 
develop and refine sNills that are increasinJl\ reTXired in toda\¶s Zorld� ThroXJh the proMect stXdents Zill e[ercise their 
creativity, stretch what they have learned and challenge themselves.

Program Category: Awards & Recognitions, Leadership Development
Academic Content: CoPpXter Science� CXltXral StXdies� (nvironPental /eadership� Social 

StXdies� ST(M
Academic Skills: ,ndependent and critical thinNinJ at coPple[ levels� creative proEleP 

solving, learning across disciplines, and synthesizing/integrating a 
variety of viewpoints.

Program Provider: Minnesota 'epartPent of (dXcation
Fees and Deadlines: 1o fees� 2ct� � deadline for ,ntent to $ppl\� iPportant dates� scorinJ rXErics and proMect 

consultants are listed on the website.
Website: https���edXcation�Pn�Jov�M'(�faP�sod�
Email: mde.academic-standards@ state.mn.us
Phone: ����� ��������
Contact: :end\ %ehrens

School Chess Association
Grades K–12

/earn a lifetiPe activit\ ² C+(SS� The School Chess $ssociation sponsors toXrnaPents� Patches� instrXction� caPps 
and clXEs at school� The ToXrnaPent of ChaPpions taNes the top �� pla\ers in priPar\� elePentar\ and Piddle school 
sections of the stateZide toXrnaPent to coPpete in a 8nited States Chess )ederation rated toXrnaPent� The Zinner of each 
of the sections Zill earn the title of School Chess $ssociation 3riPar\ and (lePentar\ and Middle School ChaPpion� 

Program Category: Challenges & Competitions
Academic Content: ST(M
Academic Skills: 3roEleP solvinJ and critical and anal\tical thinNinJ
Program Provider: School Chess $ssociation
Fees and Deadlines: Call for fees and dates or visit the website for more information.
Website: www.schoolchess.org
Email: lorene@ schoolchess.org
Phone: ����� ��������
Contact: Lorene Lampert

Science and Nature Live Virtual Programs
Grades K–12

These ���PinXte virtXal proJraPs are desiJned to connect \oXr stXdents Zith a PXseXP edXcator online for a live� 
interactive proJraP aEoXt oXr natXral Zorld and the Xniverse aroXnd Xs� +\Erid cohort JroXps� distance learners� and 
in�person classrooPs are all possiEle Zith oXr virtXal field trips� :e are happ\ to Peet \oXr learners Zhere the\ are�

Program Category: Classroom Activity
Academic Content: ST(M
Academic Skills: Critical thinking, environmental stewardship, global citizenship and problem solving
Program Provider: %ell MXseXP� 8niversit\ of Minnesota
Fees and Deadlines: Visit the website for more details.
Website: https���ZZZ�EellPXseXP�XPn�edX�stateZide�enJaJePent��taEB�B�
Email: bellinfo@ umn.edu
Phone: ����� ��������
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Science from Scientists
Grades 3–8

Science froP Scientists is a ST(M edXcation non�profit that sends real ST(M professionals into the coPPXnit\ to teach 
enJaJinJ� hands�on� standards�aliJned ST(M lessons Zith elePentar\ and Piddle schoolers� Choose froP oXr lesson 
liErar\ of over ��� ST(M topics that can either Ee delivered in�person or virtXall\� 3roJraPs inclXde PXltiple visit school 
engagements, single day school engagements and out-of-school programs.

Program Category: ClassrooP $ctivit\� 2Xt of School TiPe (nrichPent
Academic Content: ST(M
Academic Skills: Creativit\� Critical thinNinJ� 3roEleP solvinJ� 5esearch� TeaPZorN
Fees and Deadlines: Science froP Scientists provides proJraPPinJ \ear�roXnd Zith schools and coPPXnit\ partners� 

:e can cXstoPi]e oXr freTXenc\ and lenJth of visits to accoPPodate \oXr schedXle and EXdJet� 
3lease contact Xs for Pore inforPation on fees�

Website: https://www.sciencefromscientists.org/
Email: minnesota@ sciencefromscientists.org 
Phone: ����� ��������
Contact: %eNNi +ansen 

Show Us Your Mussels
Grades 6–12

%e a freshZater PXssel advocate� 3articipants create an oriJinal diJital Pedia caPpaiJn to edXcate the pXElic aEoXt the 
importance of native mussels, the impact of water qua lity has on native mussels, and what actions we need to take to 
ensure their survival. The schools who reach the most community members combined with receiving the most votes win a 
)5(( field trip to the Minnesota =oo�

Program Category: Challenges & Competitions, Classroom Activity
Academic Content: /anJXaJe $rts� ST(M 
Academic Skills: $rtistic e[pression� creativit\� environPental steZardship� interdisciplinar\ and research
Program Provider: Minnesota =oo
Fees and Deadlines: 1o cost to participate� 5eJistration opens in $XJXst and closes 'ec� ��� ChallenJe�9otinJ is 

)eE� �±��� ChecN ZeEsite for Pore inforPation and iPportant dates�                
Website: https���Pn]oo�orJ�PXssels�challenJe���
Email: digitalmussels@ mnzoo.org
Phone: ����� ��������

Spelling Bee
Grades 5–8

In addition to improving students’  spelling skills and increasing their vocabularies, 
spellinJ Eee participation provides valXaEle e[perience in developinJ poise²a 
necessary skill for success in public speaking, performing arts and other activities.

Program Category: Challenges & Competitions, Classroom Activity
Academic Content: Language Arts
Academic Skills: Factual recall and verbal reasoning
Program Provider: SpellinJ sponsors var\ E\ reJion�
Fees and Deadlines: Visit the website for details.
Website: www.spellingbee.com
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Student Television Network 
Grades 7–12

ST1 is coPPitted to sXpportinJ teachers and stXdents Zith cXrricXlXP Paterials that enhance the classrooP e[perience� 
$ffiliate PePEers have access to ST1 national standards� lesson plans� traininJ videos� and varioXs ZeEinars that teach 
television and filP prodXction� 

Program Category: Challenges & Competitions, Classroom Activity
Academic Content: $rts� %Xsiness�Career (dXcation
Academic Skills: $rtistic e[pression� creativit\� leadership developPent� pXElic speaNinJ and teaPZorN
Program Provider: StXdent Television 1etZorN
Fees and Deadlines: See ZeEsite for details�
Website: www.studenttelevision.org
Email: info@ studenttelevision.com
Phone: ����� ��������

Sumdog Math Contest 
Grades K–8

SXPdoJ¶s online Path contests are a siPple� enJaJinJ Za\ to Potivate \oXr stXdents as the\ coPpete Zith other classes 
and schools� (ach \ear� Pore than ������ classes taNe part and ansZer over ��� Eillion TXestions� ,t¶s a poZerfXl Za\ for 
stXdents to ZorN on their Path fact ÀXenc\� enMo\ thePselves� and EXild confidence� 

Program Category: ClassrooP $ctivit\� 2Xt of School TiPe (nrichPent
Academic Content: /anJXaJe $rts� ST(M
Academic Skills: Numeracy and literacy
Program Provider: SXPdoJ� ,nc�
Fees and Deadlines: See ZeEsite for details�
Website: https://learn.sumdog.com/en-us/how-it-works/engagement/maths-contests
Email: support@ sumdog.com
Phone: ����� ��������

TEAMS
Grades 7–12

T($MS �Tests of (nJineerinJ $ptitXde� MathePatics and Science� is a one�da\ coPpetition for Piddle school and hiJh 
school stXdents� )ocXsed on a neZ thePe each \ear� T($MS challenJes stXdents to collaEorativel\ solve real�Zorld 
enJineerinJ issXes E\ appl\inJ their ST(M NnoZledJe in practical and creative Za\s� TeaPs of �±� stXdents ZorN 
together on multiple choice, essay and design/build components.

Program Category: Challenges & Competitions, Classroom Activity
Academic Content: ST(M
Academic Skills: 3roEleP solvinJ� critical thinNinJ and cooperation
Program Provider: TechnoloJ\ StXdent $ssociation
Fees and Deadlines: 2nline reJistration opens in SeptePEer� 5eJistration fees are deterPined E\ the coPpetition site� 

StateZide coPpetitions taNe place -anXar\ and )eErXar\�
Website: https://tsaweb.org/teams/teams
Email: awilliams@ tsaweb.org
Phone: ����� ��������
Contact: $PEer :illiaPs



45

The Liminal Essay Contest
Grades 9–12

TaNe a dive into the deep Zith the /iPinal (ssa\ Contest� The liPinal provides a Za\ of looNinJ at the difficXlt and 
confusing times in life as integral and necessary parts of it, providing a much needed paradigm for discussion of such 
e[periences in a plXralistic societ\� StXdents Zill e[plore liPinalit\ in a short stor\ and Zrite an essa\� Cash pri]es 
availaEle�

Program Category: Challenges & Competitions
Academic Content: Arts, Language Arts
Academic Skills: Creativity, critical thinking, writing skills and story analysis
Program Provider: $Xthor S� .� .rXse and The *Xild for (nJaJed /iPinalit\
Fees and Deadlines: 1o fees� SXEPission period opens in -anXar\� March �� deadline� See ZeEsite for details�
Website: https://www.skkruse.com/liminalessaycontest
Email: skaye@ skkruse.com
Phone: ����� ��������
Contact: Sandra .� .rXse

Thinking Cap Quiz Bowl
Grades 5–8

)Xn scholastic teaP coPpetition for stXdents in their oZn school� $ll TXi]]es are self�scorinJ� online contests of ��� 
multiple-choice que stions. Areas covered include math, geography, government, sports, spelling, science, literature, 
language arts, history, general information and fun trivia. An adult is needed to monitor but no adult help can be given. 
See ZeEsite for details�

Program Category: Challenges & Competitions, Classroom Activity
Academic Content: General
Academic Skills: Factual recall, problem solving, critical thinking, research, teamwork, leadership development, 

time/budget management and verbal reasoning
Program Provider: +arve\ .iPEle� oZner
Fees and Deadlines: Check website for entry forms, information fees and deadlines.
Website: www.thinkingcapqui zbowl.com
Email: thinNcap�#JPail�coP
Phone: ����� ��������
Contact: +arve\ .iPEle
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Toshiba/NSTA ExploraVision Awards
Grades K–12

([plora9ision is a science coPpetition Zhich challenJes stXdents to envision and coPPXnicate neZ technoloJ\ �� \ears 
in the fXtXre throXJh collaEorative ErainstorPinJ and research of cXrrent science and technoloJ\� StXdents enter as a teaP 
of tZo to foXr Zith a teacher�coach and optional Pentor �no individXal entries�� StXdents Pa\ sXEPit onl\ one proMect 
online per year.

Program Category: Challenges & Competitions
Academic Content: ST(M
Academic Skills: 3roEleP solvinJ� critical thinNinJ� creativit\ and cooperation
Program Provider: ToshiEa�1ST$ ([plora9ision
Fees and Deadlines: 1o entr\ fee� 3roMects PXst Ee received online� 9isit the ZeEsite for details� 
Website: ZZZ�e[ploravision�orJ
Email: e[ploravision#nsta�orJ
Phone: ������e[plor��

U.S. National Chemistry Olympiad
Grades 9–12

The 8�S� 1ational ChePistr\ 2l\Ppiad is a PXlti�tiered coPpetition sponsored E\ the $Perican ChePical Societ\� 
3articipants coPpete in a series of TXalif\inJ events and the top foXr stXdents of the national coPpetition represent the 
8nited States in the annXal ,nternational ChePistr\ 2l\Ppiad�

Program Category: Challenges & Competitions
Academic Content: ST(M
Academic Skills: 3roEleP solvinJ� chePistr\ and PathePatical sNills
Program Provider: $Perican ChePical Societ\
Fees and Deadlines: 1o fees� /ocal e[aP� March� 1ational e[aP� $pril� StXd\ CaPp� -Xne� ,nternational event� -Xl\ 

�location chanJes ever\ \ear�� 9isit ZeEsite for rXles and eliJiEilit\�
Website: www.acs.org/olympiad
Email: 8S1C2#acs�orJ
Phone: ����� ��������

United States Senate Youth Program
Grades 11–12

TZo stXdent leaders froP each state Zill spend a ZeeN e[periencinJ their national JovernPent in action and Ee aZarded a 
������� colleJe scholarship for XnderJradXate stXdies� Zith encoXraJePent to pXrsXe coXrseZorN in histor\ and political 
science.

Program Category: Awards & Recognitions, Leadership Development
Academic Content: Social StXdies
Academic Skills: Leadership, critical thinking and cooperation
Program Provider: Minnesota 'epartPent of (dXcation
Fees and Deadlines: For more information and eligibility requi rements visit

https���edXcation�Pn�Jov�M'(�faP�\oXth�inde[�htP
Website: www.ussenateyouth.org
Email: Pde�8SS<3#state�Pn�Xs
Phone: ����� ��������
Contact: %rittan\ 5aZson +aeJ
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University of Minnesota Talented Youth Math Program
Grades 6–12

8MT<M3 provides a challenJinJ alternative for Minnesota¶s talented PathePatics stXdents in Jrades �±��� The hiJhl\ 
accelerated coXrses are speciall\ desiJned to provide stXdents Zith an intense acadePic e[perience that Zill stiPXlate 
their mathematical interest and abilities. 

Program Category: ClassrooP $ctivit\� 2Xt of School TiPe (nrichPent
Academic Content: ST(M 
Academic Skills: Creativit\� critical thinNinJ� proEleP solvinJ� teaPZorN� anal\tic aEilit\� ST(M concepts and 

mathematical skills
Program Provider: 8MT<M3 ± MathC(3
Fees and Deadlines: 5eJistration for the entrance e[aP EeJins in Pid�'ecePEer for adPission the folloZinJ fall� fee 

varies per 8niversit\ of Minnesota caPpXs �TZin Cities� 5ochester� 'XlXth�� 9isit the ZeEsite for 
e[aP reJistration and fees� Scholarships are availaEle for stXdents Zith financial needs� 

Website: www.mathcep.umn.edu/umtymp
Email: mathcep@ umn.edu
Phone: ����� ��������

Unsung Hero Projects
Grades K–12

The /oZell MilNen Center for 8nsXnJ +eroes ZorNs across diverse acadePic disciplines to discover and share the 
stories of individuals who have made a profound and positive impact in history. Through a unique  project-based learning 
approach, students produce documentaries, plays, websites and visual arts projects that champion unsung heroes.

Program Category: Awards & Recognitions, Classroom Activity
Academic Content: $rts� /anJXaJe $rts� Social StXdies
Academic Skills: Creativity, critical thinking, interdisciplinary, research and teamwork
Program Provider: /oZell MilNen Center for 8nsXnJ +eroes
Fees and Deadlines: Free. Visit the website for program details.
Website: https://www.lowellmilkencenter.org/programs/projects
Email: info@ lowellmilkencenter.org
Phone: ����� ��������
Contact: Norm Conard

Walker Art Center Art Today Tours
Grades K–12

The :alNer offers virtXal and onsite toXrs for schools and stXdents� Content is interactive� learner�centered� and 
inTXir\�Eased e[plorations of the Jalleries and�or the Minneapolis ScXlptXre *arden� These toXrs are led E\ oXr 
professional PXseXP edXcators and can Ee cXstoPi]ed to focXs on specific thePes and e[hiEitions�

Program Category: Classroom Activity
Academic Content: Arts
Academic Skills: Critical thinking, creativity and art appreciation
Program Provider: :alNer $rt Center
Fees and Deadlines: Visit the website for details.
Website: https���ZalNerart�orJ�visit�toXrs�JroXp�visits�N����and�Xniversit\�toXrs�
Email: tours@ walkerart.org
Phone: ����� ��������
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WordMasters Challenge
Grades 3–8

CeleEratinJ oXr ��th \ear of coPpetition� StXdents Xse vocaEXlar\ the\ have 
stXdied in advance to solve analoJies e[pressinJ varioXs t\pes of loJical 
relationships. Competitions are held three times per year at your school. Aligns 
perfectl\ Zith CCSS (/$ /iterac\ Standards for 9ocaEXlar\ $cTXisition and 
Use. 

Program Category: ChallenJes 	 CoPpetitions� 2Xt of School TiPe 
(nrichPent

Academic Content: Language Arts
Academic Skills: Critical thinking, factual recall, problem solving, teamwork, verbal 

reasoning
Program Provider: :ordMasters� //C
Fees and Deadlines: ���� per teaP �saPe Jrade�division� no liPit to nXPEer of stXdents 

per teaP�� 'iscoXnts availaEle to schools that enroll �� teaPs or 
districts that enroll �� schools� CoPpetition EeJins 2ct� �� 9isit oXr 
ZeEsite for ChallenJe SchedXle� discoXnt details and stXd\ tools�

Website: www.wordmasterschallenge.com
Email: lisa.lombardi@ wordmasterschallenge.com
Phone: ����� ��������
Contact: Lisa Lombardi

World Savvy
Grades K–12

:orld Savv\ envisions a .±�� edXcation s\steP that prepares all stXdents Zith the NnoZledJe� sNills� and dispositions for 
sXccess and active enJaJePent in the JloEal coPPXnit\� 2Xr CoPprehensive School 3artnerships are tailored to Peet 
the needs of each school and collaEorativel\ desiJned Zith school leaders to aliJn Zith each EXildinJ
s strateJic vision
and goals.

Program Category: Classroom Activity, Conferences & Institutions
Academic Content: General
Academic Skills: Critical thinking, global citizenship, interdisciplinary, problem solving and teamwork
Program Provider: :orld Savv\
Fees and Deadlines: Visit the website for more information.
Website: www.worldsavvy.org/our-programs/schools/
Email: info@ worldsavvy.org
Phone: ����� ��������



49

YES! (Youth Eco Solutions)
Grades 6–12

-oin <(S and Ee part of a stateZide netZorN of stXdents ZorNinJ to create solXtions for toda\¶s ecoloJical challenJes� 
StXdents ZorN in teaPs to plant trees� restore prairies and shorelines� rec\cle� edXcate others� connect Zith their local 
coPPXnit\� learn froP Jreen career professionals� EXild coPPXnit\ Zith liNe�Pinded peers and Pore� The \ear EeJins 
Zith the annXal <(S )all SXPPit and conclXdes Zith a sprinJ event to celeErate the stXdents
 accoPplishPents� 

Program Category: /eadership 'evelopPent� 2Xt of School TiPe (nrichPent
Academic Content: $rts� %Xsiness�Career (dXcation� ST(M
Academic Skills: Creativity, critical thinking, environmental stewardship, leadership development and teamwork
Program Provider: 3rairie :oods (nvironPental /earninJ Center
Fees and Deadlines: Fees vary. Registration is in early fall.
Website: www.yesmn.org
Email: kalley@ yesmn.org
Phone: ����� ��������
Contact: .alle\ 3ratt

YMCA Model United Nations
Grades 7–12

StXdents in Model 8nited 1ations taNe on the role of a diploPat froP one of ��� coXntries and spend three da\s in 
doZntoZn Minneapolis e[plorinJ solXtions to international challenJes� StXdents discXss and deEate JloEal issXes� pass 
resolutions, form alliances, and draft legal opinions while practicing cooperation and diplomacy. 

Program Category: Conferences & Institutions, Leadership Development
Academic Content: /anJXaJe $rts� Social StXdies
Academic Skills: Critical thinking, global citizenship, leadership development, public speaking and teamwork
Program Provider: <MC$ Center for <oXth 9oice
Fees and Deadlines: See ZeEsite for details�
Website: www.ymcanorth.org/locations/center_f or_y outh_voi ce/programs 
Email: youthvoice@ ymcanorth.org
Phone: ����� �������� 
Contact: Brianne Leibham 

YMCA Respectful Conversations in Schools
Grades 6–12

The 5espectfXl Conversations in Schools is a strXctXred� content�neXtral classrooP discXssion Podel that Jives edXcators 
and stXdents a fraPeZorN to speaN froP their oZn e[perience� listen carefXll\ to others and asN TXestions of JenXine 
interest� 3articipants deepen their connections Zith peers and develop a Jreater sense of ePpath\ and XnderstandinJ�

Program Category: Classroom Activity
Academic Content: General, Language Arts 
Academic Skills: Critical thinking, global citizenship, leadership development, public speaking and social 

emotional skills
Program Provider: <MC$ Center for <oXth 9oice
Fees and Deadlines: :orNshop fees are deterPined E\ the nXPEer of participants�
Website: www.ymcanorth.org/locations/center_f or_y outh_voi ce/programs 
Email: youthvoice@ ymcanorth.org
Phone: ����� �������� 
Contact: Brianne Leibham 
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YMCA Student Election Judge Network
Ages 16+

The <MC$ Center for <oXth 9oice ZorNs Zith Minnesota cities� coXnties and hiJh schools to recrXit stXdent election 
judges to help run elections in their communities. 

Program Category: /eadership 'evelopPent� 2Xt of School TiPe (nrichPent
Academic Content: *eneral� Social StXdies
Academic Skills: Critical thinking, global citizenship, research, teamwork and civic awareness
Program Provider: <MC$ Center for <oXth 9oice
Fees and Deadlines: 1o fees� StXdents Jet paid E\ the election offices for pre�election traininJ and for ZorNinJ as an 

election MXdJe on (lection 'a\�
Website: www.ymcanorth.org/locations/center_f or_y outh_voi ce/programs 
Email: youthvoice@ ymcanorth.org
Phone: ����� �������� 
Contact: Brianne Leibham 

YMCA Students Voting
Grades K–12

The <MC$ Center for <oXth 9oice and the 2ffice of the Minnesota Secretar\ of State ZorN toJether to help stXdents 
stateZide discover the iPportance of elections and the poZer of their voice²and their vote²in oXr dePocrac\� 
(lePentar\� Piddle and hiJh school stXdents across the state learn aEoXt the candidates and offices on the Eallot in their 
coPPXnit\ and cast their vote on or Eefore (lection 'a\ throXJh StXdents 9otinJ� an aXthentic� hands�on PocN election 
program. 

Program Category: Classroom Activity
Academic Content: *eneral� Social StXdies
Academic Skills: Critical thinking, global citizenship, research, teamwork and civic awareness
Program Provider: <MC$ Center for <oXth 9oice and 2ffice of the Minnesota Secretar\ of State
Fees and Deadlines: )ree� 5eJistration is open� and StXdents 9otinJ rXns in the fall of even�nXPEered \ears� 
Website: www.ymcanorth.org/locations/center_f or_y outh_voi ce/programs 
Email: youthvoice@ ymcanorth.org
Phone: ����� �������� 
Contact: Brianne Leibham 

YMCA Youth in Government 
Grades 8–12

StXdents in Minnesota <MC$ <oXth in *overnPent EecoPe leJislators� laZ\ers� MXdJes� loEE\ists� MoXrnalists or caEinet 
PePEers and spend foXr da\s rXnninJ a state Podel JovernPent at the Minnesota State Capitol� StXdents elect their oZn 
leaders, debate their own ideas, and support policies and laws that highlight their values.

Program Category: Conferences & Institutions, Leadership Development
Academic Content: /anJXaJe $rts� Social StXdies
Academic Skills: Critical thinking, leadership development, public speaking, teamwork and verbal reasoning
Program Provider: <MC$ Center for <oXth 9oice
Fees and Deadlines: See ZeEsite for details�
Website: www.ymcanorth.org/locations/center_f or_y outh_voi ce/programs 
Email: youthvoice@ ymcanorth.org
Phone: ����� �������� 
Contact: Brianne Leibham 
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Youth for Human Rights
Grades 1–12

<oXth for +XPan 5iJhts edXcates stXdents of all aJes on their hXPan riJhts as pXt forth E\ the 8niversal 'eclaration of 
+XPan 5iJhts� The interactive cXrricXlXP� Zith aXdio�visXal presentations and JroXp activities� PaNes hXPan riJhts eas\ 
to understand to ensure each individual knows their rights and helps to make them known to others.

Program Category: Classroom Activity, Leadership Development
Academic Content: Social StXdies
Academic Skills: Global citizenship, leadership development
Program Provider: <oXth for +XPan 5iJhts ,nternational
Fees and Deadlines: None
Website: https://www.youthforhumanrights.org/
Email: activities@ youthforhumanrights.org
Phone: ����� ��������
Contact: Leslie Browning

ZOOMS STEM Design Challenge
Grades 3–12

The =22MS ST(M 'esiJn ChallenJe offers stXdents a chance to develop a solXtion to a µreal¶ proEleP faced E\ 
]ooNeepers and staff at the Minnesota =oo� )roP desiJninJ an aniPal enrichPent� to EXildinJ a Podel of a renovated 
aniPal e[hiEit� the proEleP Zill challenJe stXdents to Xse their science and Path NnoZledJe� creativit\� proEleP solvinJ 
and research skills to best solve the problem and present a solution.

Program Category: Challenges & Competitions, Classroom Activity
Academic Content: ST(M
Academic Skills: Creativity, critical thinking, environmental stewardship, problem solving and teamwork
Program Provider: Minnesota =oo
Fees and Deadlines: )ree to participate� Teachers can also attend a free teacher traininJ in late SeptePEer to sXpport 

the challenge.
Website: https://mnzoo.org/zooms-stem-challenge/
Email: stem@ mnzoo.org
Phone: ����� ��������
Contact: .risti %erJ

WOULD YOU LIKE YOUR PROGRAM TO BE PART OF REACH FOR THE STARS?
The Minnesota $cadePic /eaJXe CoXncil revieZs and approves stateZide acadePic enrichPent proJraPs 
for inclXsion in the 5each for the Stars cataloJXe� inclXdinJ coPpetitions� aZards� classrooP enrichPent� 
conferences, leadership development, and out-of-school-time opportunities. Applications are available at the 
S\nerJ\ 	 /eadership ([chanJe ZeEsite� 4Xestions" (Pail reach#s\nerJ\e[chanJe�orJ�



THANK YOU
Minnesota Academic League Strategic Partners

Synergy & Leadership
Exchange

Synergy & Lead ership Exc hange
2075 Lookout Drive

North Mankato, MN 56003
reach@ synergyexchange.org

@ SynergyExchange synergyexchange.org

Become a Reach for the Stars Strategic Partner
Minnesota $cadePic /eaJXe strateJic partners sXpport 5each for the Stars cataloJXe throXJh financial or 

in-kind donations, distribution or promotion of Reach for the Stars. To become a Reach for the Stars strategic partner, 
contact us at reach@ synergyexchange.org.

Synergy & Leadership Exchange, a program of the South Central Service Cooperative, is a 501 (c)(3) non-profit organization.




