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  DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS JULY 29 

• Sarnath, an ancient Buddhist site in Uttar Pradesh, was inscribed on the UNESCO World Heritage 
List on 25 July 2026 during the 48th session of the UNESCO World Heritage Committee in Busan, 
South Korea.  
• The inscription makes Sarnath India’s 45th World Heritage Site and Uttar Pradesh’s fourth World 
Heritage Site.  
• Sarnath is associated with the first sermon of Lord Buddha after enlightenment. This event is 
known as Dharmachakra Pravartan, a Sanskrit term used for the setting in motion of the Wheel of 
Dharma. The site is linked with the early spread of Buddhism in the Gangetic plains.  
• The UNESCO World Heritage List includes cultural, natural, and mixed properties of outstanding 
universal value.  
• UNESCO adopted the World Heritage Convention in 1972, and the World Heritage Committee 
examines nominations for inscription each year.  
• Sarnath was included in UNESCO’s tentative list on 3 July 1998. India submitted its official 
application for the 2025–26 nomination cycle in January 2025. A site on the tentative list is a 
prerequisite for formal nomination to the World Heritage List.  
• Uttar Pradesh now has four World Heritage Sites, including the Taj Mahal, Agra Fort, and Fatehpur 
Sikri. 
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• The 87th Raising Day of the Central Reserve Police Force was celebrated on 27th July 2026.  
• The force was established on 27 July 1939 as the Crown Representative’s Police and later became 
the Central Reserve Police Force under the Central Reserve Police Force Act, 1949.  
• The Central Reserve Police Force is one of India’s largest Central Armed Police Forces (CAPF) and 
functions under the Ministry of Home Affairs.  
• It is deployed for internal security, law and order support, counter-insurgency, riot control, 
election duty, and protection of vital installations.  
• Raising Day is the annual foundation day of a force or institution in India.  
• The CRPF traces its origin to the Crown Representative’s Police created in 1939 during the British 
period, and its present name was adopted after Independence.  
• The force has served in Jammu and Kashmir, the North East, Left Wing Extremism-affected areas, 
and other internal security deployments.  
• On 21 February 2026, a CRPF Raising Day Parade for the 87th Raising Day was held at Sarusajai 
Stadium in Guwahati, Assam, with Union Home Minister Amit Shah as Chief Guest.  
• A Director General’s Parade was held on 19 February 2026 in Guwahati, and it was the first time 
that this event took place in the North East region.  
• A mega Blood Donation Camp was organised on 10 March 2026 by Group Centre CRPF Bengaluru 
and Composite Hospital CRPF Bengaluru with the Indian Red Cross Society. 
 • The CRPF is closely associated with counter-insurgency operations and election security in India.  
• It also supports state police forces during disturbances, natural disasters, and other internal 
security situations. 
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• India has constituted a high-powered task force on examination reforms to review the National 
Testing Agency (NTA) examination system and recommend measures for reliability, transparency, 
and technology use.  
• The task force is chaired by Nandan Nilekani, co-founder of Infosys and founding chairman of the 
Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI).  
• The NTA was established in 2017 as an autonomous testing organisation under the Ministry of 
Education. 
 • It conducts major entrance examinations in India, including the Joint Entrance Examination and 
the National Eligibility cum Entrance Test.  
• The task force has been formed after concerns linked to examination irregularities, including the 
NEET paper leak case.  
• The multidisciplinary task force includes former ISRO Chairman S. Somanath, former Intelligence 
Bureau Director Tapan Deka, IIT Madras Director V. Kamakoti, former Education Secretary Anita 
Karwal, and logistics expert Amrit Lal Meena.  
• Such committees in India often combine administrative, scientific, and technical expertise for 
policy review.  
• Nandan Nilekani has earlier led major digital governance initiatives in India.  
• He served as the founding chairman of UIDAI, the statutory authority created in 2009 for the 
Aadhaar programme. 
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• The Commonwealth Games 2026 are being held in Glasgow, Scotland, from 23 July to 2 August 
2026.  
• On 26 July 2026, Mirabai Chanu won gold in the women’s 48kg weightlifting event, and 
Rishikanta Singh won silver in the men’s 60kg category.  
• Mirabai Chanu won her third consecutive Commonwealth Games gold medal and her fourth 
overall Commonwealth Games medal.  
• She lifted 85kg in snatch, 105kg in clean and jerk, and 190kg in total, and each of these marks set a 
new Commonwealth Games record.  
• Rishikanta Singh won India’s first silver medal at the ongoing Commonwealth Games 2026.  
• He recorded a personal best total of 264kg and set a new Commonwealth Games snatch record 
with a lift of 121kg in the men’s 60kg weightlifting event.  
• Dnyaneshwari Yadav won the silver medal in the women's 53kg category of weightlifting by lifting 
a total weight of 193 kg.  
• Raja Muthupandi won the silver medal in the men's 65kg category of weightlifting.  
• Zandu Kumar lifted 190 kg in the men's heavyweight category of para powerlifting to give India its 
first bronze medal.  
• India’s medal tally at the Commonwealth Games 2026 stood at five medals on 27 July 2026. The 
tally included one gold, three silver, and one bronze medal. 
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Extension of Seventh State Finance Commission  

❖ The Tamil Nadu Government has extended the tenure of the Seventh State Finance Commission 
by four months, from 31 August 2026 to 31 December 2026.  

❖ The Commission was constituted in May 2025 under the chairmanship of K. Allaudin (Retired IAS 
officer).  

❖ It reviews the financial position of Village Panchayats, Panchayat Union Councils, District 
Panchayats, Town Panchayats, Municipalities, and Municipal Corporations.  

❖ The Commission recommends the distribution of State government funds to local bodies.  

❖ It will submit its report by 31 December 2026, covering the five years starting from 1 April 2027 
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2030 renewable energy target  

❖ India is on track to meet 2030 renewable energy target.  

❖ India has already achieved its target of 50% installed electricity capacity from non-fossil fuel 
sources, five years ahead of the 2030 deadline.  
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❖ The country had installed 297.36 GW of non-fossil fuel-based electricity capacity and 288.58 GW 
of renewable energy capacity.  

❖ Solar power accounted for the largest share at 162.15 GW.  

❖ It is followed by wind power at 57.44 GW, large hydro power at 52.06 GW, bio power at 11.75 
GW, and small hydro power at 5.18 GW.  

❖ India is also well on track to achieve its target of 500 GW installed electricity capacity from non-
fossil fuel-based sources by 2030.  

❖ India ranks as the 3rd largest globally (After China, USA) in total renewable energy installed 
capacity.  

❖ The main challenges in expanding renewable energy include land acquisition, transmission 
infrastructure, and grid integration. 
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UN SOFI report 2026  

❖ Global hunger falls in 2025, but world remains off track for zero hunger goal  

❖ The world remains off track to meet the 2030 Zero Hunger goal.  

❖ It is estimated that 7.8 per cent of the world’s population faced hunger in 2025.  

❖ Conflict, extreme weather, aid cuts and the rising cost of nutritious food could reverse recent 
gains.  

❖ For the first time since such data has been tracked, Africa has overtaken Asia as the region with 
the largest number of hungry people.  

❖ Most severe hunger crises occur in South Sudan, Burundi, Somalia, the Central African Republic, 
and Chad.  

❖ Much of the unaffordability in Africa was linked to nutrient-rich animal-source foods, including 
milk, eggs and meat.  
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❖ State of Food Security and Nutrition in the World 2026 report was released jointly by five 
specialised agencies of the United Nations: The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), the 
International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD), the United Nations Children's Fund 
(UNICEF), the World Food Programme (WFP), and the World Health Organization (WHO 
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World Nature Conservation Day 2026 - July 28  

❖ The day aims to raise awareness about conserving biodiversity, natural resources, and 
ecosystems for a sustainable future. 

 ❖ The day promotes the protection of forests, wildlife, water, soil, and other natural resources 
through sustainable practices.  

❖ It supports global efforts to conserve biodiversity and protect endangered species and their 
habitats.  

❖ The observance aligns with the Kunming–Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework (GBF), which 
aims to halt and reverse biodiversity loss by 2030.  

❖ It also highlights the importance of healthy ecosystems in ensuring clean air, clean water, food 
security, and climate stability. 
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Henley Passport Index 2026  

❖ India’s passport ranking declined to 81st position in the latest Henley Passport Index 2026, from 
75th earlier in February 2026.  

❖ Indian passport holders can access 55 destinations with visa-free or visa-onarrival facilities.  

❖ The Henley Passport Index ranks 199 passports across 227 travel destinations using data from the 
International Air Transport Association (IATA).  

❖ Singapore retained the top position, offering visa-free access to 192 destinations.  

❖ Japan, South Korea, and the United Arab Emirates (UAE) jointly ranked second with access to 188 
destinations.  

❖ The index measures global mobility based on the number of destinations accessible without 
obtaining a prior visa. 
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