
SAVE THE DATE: SEPT. 6 
10:00 a.m.  3:00 p.m. 
Enjoy a family friendly event 
Hosted at the corner of Sunset Cliffs Blvd 
& Pt. Loma in the church parking lot, and 
the street along Pt. Loma Blvd. 

Sponsors:  Hodads, Inn at Sunset Cliffs, Trinidad Motors, St Peters By The Sea, Ocean Beach Mainstreet Association, Intrepid Network, San Diego Automotive Museum, Brad Zemcik, Music As You 
Like It, Olive Tree Market Place, Service KingsHome Services, BK Printing, Efficient Working Bodies, The Harp, The Holding Com pany. Music By: Music As You Like It + More Pop!

CARS, TRUCKS & MOTORCYCLES! 
  

Call (619) 222-7901   
sunsetcli�sautoshow@gmail.com

PRESENTED BY:

S U N S E T  C L I F F S  A U T O  S H O W
ENTER YOUR VEHICLE TODAY!

Food trucks, vendors, music, free giveaways, 
ra�es. Kids Zone with power wheels drag racing. 

Accepted entries receive a Sunset Cli�s 
Auto Show T-shirt. 

INSIDE

Pointers to play
for 'The Shoe'

PAGE 13

Sunset Cliffs Auto 
Show to showcase 
115 vintage vehicles

PAGE 14

MARC LYMAN | DRE 01959445

Each office is independently owned & operated. DRE 01767484Each office is independently owned & operated. DRE 01767484

PUBLIC SAFETY BUSINESS
California finally recognizing 
lifeguards as first responders

Shifting ownership, and layoffs, 
Stone Brewing celebrates 30th 

Senate Concurrent Resolution 192, which recog-
nizes open-water lifeguards as first responders and 
emergency response providers, passed through the 
Rules Committee and the Senate before the State 
Assembly approved it on Aug. 19. PAGE 6

In just the past four years the craft beer company, 
celebrating its 30th anniversary, has changed hands 
twice. So, the big anniversary bash in Liberty Station 
has prospective attendees wondering who, or what 
they will be toasting. PAGE 12

Floating through Point Loma COVER STORY

State lawmakers 
approve deal 
to fast-track 
Midway Rising
construction

On Sunday, state lawmakers 
approved a last-minute deal to fast-
track construction for Midway Rising, 
a project to construct a 25-story pro-
fessional arena, 4,250 housing units 
and nearly 15 acres of public parks. 
If signed by Gov. Gavin Newsom, the 
new law would immediately shield 
the planned development from 
potential environmental lawsuits. It’s 
a break for San Diego officials whose 
ambitions for the city’s Midway 
District have been fraught with legal 
challenges for years, namely because 
of the California Environmental 
Quality Act. The eleventh-hour deal 
came together in closed-door nego-
tiations just days before lawmakers 
gaveled out for session. PAGE 3

Artist Sarah Stieber’s most recent Point Loma mural at 1053 Rosecrans St., which was com-
missioned by the Point Loma Association. See more on page 15. (Photo by Dave Schwab/Times of 
San Diego 
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Proudly serving San Diego County’s luxury real estate market since 1914.

www.WillisAllen.com DRE# 01204280

Meet Your Point Loma Luxury Real Estate Professionals

Ed Landsberg
DRE# 01072370

Beth Roach
DRE# 01516268

Carter Shuffler
DRE# 01965786

Cecil Shuffler
DRE# 00541390

Beth Zedaker
DRE# 01018470

Michele Kitchin
DRE# 00900040

Sandy Collins
DRE# 00915800

Wendy Collins
DRE# 01243237

Summer Crabtree
DRE# 01256007

Melissa Dahl
DRE# 02114492

Terri Pontzious
DRE# 00807637

Kelli Konezny
DRE# 01501220

Maria Pecoraro
DRE# 01978622

Eric Dehner
DRE# 02307399

L.C. Cline
DRE# 01894025

Karen Lee
DRE# 00962910

Judy Kettenburg-Chayka
Branch Manager
DRE# 01394260

Pam Wehne
DRE# 01325484

Groark Team
DRE# 00451256,

01709714, 00451855

Andrea Martinez
DRE# 02112124

Clarissa D. Nakaima
DRE# 01871697

4205 Caminito Pintoresco - Kensington, CA 92108 | 3BR/2.5BA | $1,089,000 
Info@WillisAllen.com | 619.226.7800

711 Armada - Point Loma, CA 92106 | 4BR/4.5BA | $5,500,000 
Info@WillisAllen.com | 619.226.7800

4767 Ocean Boulevard #203 - Pacific Beach, CA 92109| 2BR/2BA | $1,650,000 
Info@WillisAllen.com | 619.226.7800

1365 Saltbush Lane - El Cajon, CA 92019| 3BR/2BA | $785,000 
Info@WillisAllen.com | 619.226.7800

Brett Roach
DRE# 02447394
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(619) 813-6400 SalDeMaria@yahoo.com  SalDeMaria.com CalRE# 01788042

    
  S
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4515 Tivoli St.   
$4,600,000 

4 Beds / 4.5 Baths 3850 sq. ft. 

4420 Ladera St.   
$3,250,000 

4 Beds / 2 Baths  2300 sq. ft. 

 4492 Granger St.
$3,300,000

A total of 6 bedrooms/ 4 baths. All
3 units have SPECTACULAR OCEAN VIEWS.

  
 827 Rosecrans 

$3,350,000 
4 Beds / 4 Baths 3,519 sq. ft.  

 665 Albion St.
$3,800,000 

4 Beds / 4 Baths  4000 sq. ft. 

Point Loma

311-315 San Elijo | $2,650,000 3714 Nimitz Blvd | $1,362,000

LA PLAYA

4593 Coronado Ave. |  $3,600,000

SOLD

Upper OB

SPECTACULAR PANORAMIC OCEAN VIEWS -

Newly Remodeled 4 Br & 3 Bath Home. Lg. Open 

Floorplan w/ NEW Kitchen, NEW Baths, NEW 

Floors, Newer Windows & Doors.

Lg. Yard Professionally Landscaped, Lg. Roof 

Deck, Attached 2 Car Garage

Excellent Investor/Development Opportunity located 

in La Playa.7500 sq. ft. FLAT LOT with Bay and City 

Views and RM-3-9 zoning.Only 3 blocks to Kelloggs 

Beach

BEST DEAL IN POINT LOMA. Mills Act Home ( property 
Tax Savings). Reconditioned 1929 MISSION REVIVAL 
BUNGALOW. Lovingly restored with hardwood floors. 
Large fireplace and Mahogany trim. Kitchen remodeled to 
capture homes's vintage charm. Wedgewood stove 
included. Large bath rebuilt to honor original style. Solar 
radiant floor heating. Tankless water heater. Large 2 car 
garage with 1/2 bath and workshop/ Basement with extra 
storage. 9642 Sq. Ft. flat lot.

Sal DeMaria

RECENTLY SOLD BY SAL IN SUNSET CLIFFS / PT. LOMA 
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Lawmakers greenlight Midway Rising, bypassing environmental hurdles
By Nadia Lathan
CALMATTERS

(This story was originally published by 
CalMatters. Sign up for their newsletters.)

SAN DIEGO – Facing a shrinking bud-
get, Mayor Todd Gloria made few com-
mitments during his annual address to 
the city in January.

One of them was to win approval for 
a controversial plan to build a billion-
aire-backed professional sports stadium 
and a housing project in a long-vacant 
arena parking lot. 

“Let me be crystal clear,” Gloria, a 
Democrat, said. “The redevelopment of 
the sports arena will move forward. We 
will get this done.”

He may finally fulfill that promise for 
California’s second-largest city, despite 
the 165 foot-tall structure vastly exceed-
ing the neighborhood’s 30-foot building 
height cap.

In the final days of the legislative ses-
sion, lawmakers on Sunday approved 
a last-minute deal to fast-track con-
struction for Midway Rising, a project to 

construct a 25-story professional arena, 
4,250 housing units and nearly 15 acres 
of public parks. If signed by Gov. Gavin 
Newsom, the new law would immediately 
shield the planned development from 
potential environmental lawsuits.

It’s a break for San Diego officials whose 
ambitions for the city’s Midway District 
have been fraught with legal challenges 
for years, namely because of the California 
Environmental Quality Act.

“San Diego in particular has had some 
bad experiences with CEQA litigation over 
efforts to rezone this very area,” UC Davis 
property law professor Chris Elmendorf 
said, referring to recent court rulings 
against the project.

“I think in light of that experience it’s 
totally understandable that the propo-
nents of the project would be going to the 
Legislature and asking for help.”

Senate Bill 344, authored by Sen. Akilah 
Weber Pierson, a Democrat who rep-
resents the neighborhood where the arena 
would be built, would allow the developer 
to use an existing environmental review 

of the project to comply with CEQA.
The bill passed the Assembly with 72 

votes out of a possible 80 on Sunday 
afternoon and later cleared the Senate 
on a unanimous vote. Two lawmak-
ers voted against it, including San 
Diego Assemblymember Carl DeMaio, a 
Republican.

“To sit here and say a politically con-
nected developer gets an exemption — 
that is an awful message to send,” he told 
colleagues.

Democratic Assemblymember Chris 
Ward, who presented the bill in the 
Assembly on behalf of Weber Pierson, 
defended the deal as a way to avoid costly 
delays on a project that has already been 
thoroughly vetted.

“We want to make sure that we have 
certainty, and that is exactly what SB 344 
does, is to provide that certainty after 
almost a decade of exhausting environ-
mental review.”

The eleventh-hour deal came together 
in closed-door negotiations just days 
before lawmakers gaveled out for session, 

sparking outrage among critics of the 
project who say city officials did not study 
the environmental impacts well enough.

Several neighborhood groups argue the 
arena will ensnare traffic and block coastal 
views. Other opponents such as Audubon 
Society worry the taller buildings could 
hurt or even kill migratory birds. 

People opposed to new development 
often sue under CEQA stall construction 
projects throughout California, some-
times for years. That’s why developers 
and lawmakers frequently seek to shield 
their preferred projects from environ-
mental rules, even after recent reforms 
intended to make CEQA compliance less 
onerous, Elmendorf said. 

This two-year legislative session alone 
has seen its fair share of CEQA carveouts, 
including late-breaking negotiations over 
California Forever, a plan backed by tech 
entrepreneurs to build a manufactur-
ing hub on the outskirts of the Bay Area. 
Another deal, Senate Bill 237, ended envi-
ronmental lawsuits surrounding Kern 
County oil rigs to speed up production.



Saturday, September 12 at 11:00 a.m.
Point Loma/Hervey Branch Library
Speaker -  Bobby Lewis, C.S.

A TALK ON CHRISTIAN SCIENCE

Effective prayer: 
Finding healing and wholeness in 
divine Love

Public Notice: Naval Base San Diego AKA: Naval Station San Diego 

Announcement: Hazardous waste 
permit renewal application received  
 

The Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) received a hazardous waste 
permit renewal application.  

DTSC is informing the community of a Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) Permit 
renewal application. The application is for Naval Base San Diego, also known as Naval Station San 
Diego (Facility). The Facility is at Naval Station 32nd Street, Building 3458, San Diego, CA, 92136. 
DTSC received the application on July 7, 2026. 
 DTSC will review the application to make sure the Facility continues to meet permit requirements. If 
the application is complete, DTSC will prepare a draft permit for public review and comment. If 
approved, the permit renewal would allow the Facility to continue collecting, storing, and transferring 
hazardous waste for 10 more years. The Facility is allowed to operate under the current permit 
conditions until a decision is made. 
Contacts:
Project Manager 
Zephyr Azarian 
Project Manager 
Zephyr.Azarian@dtsc.ca.gov 
818-938-8428 

Public Outreach 
Charlie Liu 
Public Participation Specialist 
Charlie.Liu@dtsc.ca.gov 
714-484-5348 

Media 
Public Information Officer 
MediaRelations@dtsc.ca.gov 
 

Facility Information: 
You can find more information by scanning the QR code or visiting the following link. 
EnviroStor website:  
envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov/public/hwmp_profile_report.asp?global_id=CA6170024289 

Administrative record: 
The administrative record is available at the DTSC Chatsworth Office at 9211 Oakdale Avenue, 
Chatsworth, CA 91311 and will be open to the public. For an appointment, please call (818) 717-6521 
or email ChatsworthFileRoom@dtsc.ca.gov. 

About us: DTSC’s mission is to protect California’s people, communities, and environment from toxic 
substances, to enhance economic vitality by restoring contaminated land, and to compel 
manufacturers to make safer consumer products. 

PENINSULA BEACON4 September 4, 2026timesofsandiego.com

Free beach and bay parking ordinance heads to City Council
By Karen Pearlman
SPECIAL FOR TIMES OF SAN DIEGO

SAN DIEGO – A push to guarantee free 
parking at  more than 50  city-owned 
beach and  Mission Bay  lots  moved  for-
ward Wednesday, with a San Diego City 
Council committee voting unanimously 
to advance an ordinance to the full council.

The vote came one day after the city-
wide Community Planners Committee 
voted 22-2 in support of the effort to keep 
spaces in city-run parking at lots free. 

As introduced  by Council President 
Joe LaCava and Councilmember Raul 
Campillo  at the Rules Committee, the 
ordinance would add a section to the San 
Diego Municipal Code prohibiting the city 
from charging parking fees at city-owned 
lots with access to beaches and Mission 
Bay. 

Materials shared by LaCava and 
Campillo’s offices initially showed 
that  the  ordinance  would run through 
Dec. 31, 2036 – a 10-year sunset date cho-
sen to align with a recent California 
Coastal Commission decision allowing 

the city to close certain beach and bay lots 
overnight.

But several speakers at the meeting, as 
well as Councilmember Kent Lee,  said 
they were not comfortable with the time 
frame.

During public comment, Tom Darby, a 
Linda Vista resident, told the committee 
he supported the ordinance but wished 
it went further. 

“My preference would be free parking 
in perpetuity,” Darby said, adding that 
he was disappointed the city had let the 
situation reach a point “where charging 
for the beaches in Mission Bay is even 
conceivable.”

After discussion, with Lee's encour-
agement, the ordinance to be presented 
to the full council was changed, and the 
2036 sunset date dropped.

Jillian Andolina of the city’s 
Independent Budget Analyst office told 
the committee that while the IBA wasn’t 
taking a position against the ordinance, 
the office “typically encourages council 
to preserve financial flexibility.” 

Andolina said that if the city pursued 
paid parking at beach and bay lots, it 
could generate more than $10 million 
annually.

As far as local cities that gener-
ate funds from beach parking,  Del 
Mar projected  $1.35 million  in annual 
parking revenue based on published 
figures from  2024. Farther afield, 
Santa Monica  officials  estimated  in 
2025  that  it  would make $9 mil-
lion  in parking revenue, but that  fig-
ure includes  other structures, not just 
beach lots.

FROM OB TO LA JOLLA
The ordinance applies only to 

city-owned lots that provide beach 
or Mission Bay access  –  a list that 
includes Kellogg Park at La Jolla Shores, 
Windansea, Tourmaline, Fiesta Island, 
Mission Beach and Ocean Beach  park-
ing lots, and multiple Mission Bay-area 
lots such as Crown Point, De Anza Cove 
and Ski Beach.

It would not apply to on-street park-
ing meters, or to city-owned lots leased 

to outside entities such as SeaWorld 
or Mission Bay-area hotels. The ordi-
nance would not affect the city’s ability 
to issue parking citations, manage or 
operate lots, regulate commercial activ-
ity or issue permits for special events.

In addition to  dropping the sunset 
date, the Rules Committee voted to nar-
row  the ordinance’s scope to apply 
only to city of San Diego residents. 
Campillo raised concerns about the 
residents-only framing, noting that it 
could result in county residents who live 
just outside city limits being treated the 
same as out-of-state visitors.

BALBOA PARK LESSONS
The councilman said he  brought the 

beach and bay parking fees  item for-
ward “to make sure the city learns from 
the lessons that the parking fees at 
Balboa Park pointed out.”

Campillo  has been at the forefront 
of the beach and bay parking debate, 
which originated as a proposal to go 
before voters. That path was abandoned 
in favor of the ordinance approach.



PENINSULA HEARING & BALANCE CENTER
Peninsula Hearing & Balance Center will provide 

state-of-the-art, professional hearing and balance 
services for all individuals. We promote and encour-
age a healthy lifestyle, while educating our patients 
and the community about disorders of the ear, as well 
as hearing instrument care. We are 100% dedicated to 
our patients’ success and will work to exceed expec-
tations. 

619-756-7848

ALMA DENTAL CARE
At ALMA Dental, Dr. Amanda Lacerda knows that 

visiting the dentist can be stressful—whether it’s fear 

of pain, unexpected costs, or concerns about unnec-
essary treatments. That’s why she and her team do 
things diff erently.

Our care is built on honesty, transparency, and 
patient-fi rst values. You’ll always receive a clear ex-
planation of treatment options, with no upselling or 
unexpected costs—only what’s truly needed for your 
health.

Dr. Lacerda takes a meticulous, gentle approach, 
using advanced techniques to minimize or eliminate 
discomfort. Whether it’s routine cleanings, cosmet-
ic enhancements, veneers, crowns, implants, ex-
tractions, or root canals, we prioritize your comfort 
and long-term dental health.

Our name, ALMA, comes from the word for “soul” 

in Portuguese and Spanish, refl ecting our commit-
ment to heartfelt, patient-centered care. It also 
stands for our Advanced Loving Meticulous Approach 
to Dentistry, a philosophy that ensures every patient 
receives exceptional, detail-oriented care in a caring 
environment.

At ALMA Dental, your health, comfort, and trust 
are our top priorities. Experience dentistry done dif-
ferently—where you’re always treated with compas-
sion, respect, and excellence.

Exclusive Off er for The Beacon Readers!  $150 New 
Patient Special – Cleaning, Exam & X-Rays

almadentalsd.com  
619-221-5000

3046 Avenida de Portugal

  Point Loma
1310 Rosecrans St. Suite A 

Coronado
230 Prospect St. Suite 210 

READERS
CHOICE
AWARDS
2 0 2 5

We are Doctors of Audiology,  
your Hearing and Balance Experts. 

Sarah M. Hernandez, Au.D.Dena J. Riso, Au.D.                 

Call us today for an appointment!
619-756-7848

Scan for more 
information: 

Join The Сonversation 
with Family and Friends!

A Balanced Brain is a Healthy Brain 
We Have a Protocol To Help. It's Painless and Effortless

Migraines, PTSD, Depression, Brain Fog, Sleep Issues, 
Concussion Issues, Anxiety, Academic Performance and more    

Vagus Nerve Stimulation

Shawna Joy Scott   619-990-5516 | neurogenNOW.com | shawna@neurogenNOW.com

To learn more contact 
shawna@neurogenNOW.com 
4732 Point Loma Ave.San Diego, CA 
92107(619) 990-5516

neurogenNOW
Neurogen is a neurofeedback system that 

balances the brainwaves of the right and le� 
hemispheres by bringing the alpha, beta, delta 
and theta waves into their natural frequency 
ranges.�ere are many reasons why the brain 
stops operating at its optimal level, whether 
caused by physical trauma, chemical 
imbalances and numerous mental stressors. 
Neurogen helps the brain create new neural 
pathways to restore balance, optimize brain 
function and alleviate neurological issues. 

�ere are speci�c and unique protocols to 
address di�erent issues. Neurogen can help 
with migraines, memory, sleep, athletic and 
academic performance, brain fog, depression, 
anxiety, post-concussion symptoms, long 
COVID, PTSD, ADD, ADHD and so much 
more! Every brain is di�erent and each 
individual's response is unique. It is common 
to feel relief a�er the �rst session. �e positive 
e�ects typically last longer and longer a�er 
each session.  

EXPERIENCE DENTISTRY
DONE DIFFERENTLY!
VISIT ALMA DENTALALMA DENTAL

YOU ARE ALWAYS
TREATED WITH

COMPASSION, RESPECT,
AND EXCELLENCE.

almadentalsd.com

619-221-5000
3046 Avenida de Portugal, 
San Diego, CA, 92106

For a short time, 
WE’RE OFFERING 
Beacon Readers,  
complimentary 
consultations for:

Clear aligner 
treatment 
Dental
implants

Health & Beauty

Be part of the next 
Health & Beauty sec�on

Call us t�day
Contact Heather Long

858.232.5638 
Heather@numbersix.com

Contact Mike Long 

619.208.9459
Mikel@numbersix.com

BACK TO BEAUTY
NIGHT

NOW THAT THE KIDS ARE
BACK TO SCHOOL IT IS
TIME TO SHEED THE
SUMMER POUNDS AND
BECOME A HEALTHIER
YOU.

JOIN US
SEPT. 16TH FROM

4 PM TO 6 PM

JOIN US
SEPT. 16TH FROM

4 PM TO 6 PM

TOTAL
TRANSFORMATION

PROTOCOL

(619) 481-4651
3689 Midway Dr. 92110

EROS BEAUTY AND
WELLNESS

EROS BEAUTY AND
WELLNESS

• WEIGHT MANAGEMENT
• FOCUSED MENUS AND GUIDANCE
• GLP 1 (TIRZEPATIDE)
• METABOLISM RESET
• BIOMETRIC MEASUREMENT
• BODY RESHAPING
• DEMONSTRATIONS OF EMSCULPTNEO
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California is only now recognizing lifeguards as first responders
 By Thomas Murphy
TIMES OF SAN DIEGO

SAN DIEGO – California lawmakers 
will formally recognize lifeguards as first 
responders, a classification that sup-
porters say is long overdue.

Senate Concurrent Resolution 192, 
which recognizes open-water lifeguards 
as first responders and emergency 
response providers, passed through the 
Rules Committee and the Senate before 
the State Assembly approved it on Aug. 
19. The resolution will take effect after 
it is signed by the Secretary of State, 
bypassing the governor’s office.

This is only the start. Advocates are pro-
moting a broader effort to give lifeguards 
the recognition, benefits and protections 
afforded to other first responders.

“It’s long overdue; a lot of states are 
doing this,” said Chris Carlson. 

Carlson’s son, Ben, died while saving 
a drowning victim at Newport Beach in 
July 2014. Chris later started a founda-
tion in his son’s honor. A 15-year vet-
eran, Ben was the first lifeguard to be 

posthumously awarded the Medal of 
Honor.

California’s resolution mentions the 
Ben Carlson Foundation, honoring his 
sacrifice and illustrating why supporters 
say lifeguards’ work must be formally 
recognized.

Despite having performed over 1.4 mil-
lion rescues in California’s oceans, lakes 
and rivers, lifeguards are not recognized 
the same way as firefighters, police and 
other first responders.

California now joins New Jersey 
and Hawaii in formally recogniz-
ing open-water lifeguards as first 
responders.

Veteran San Diego lifeguard Drasko 
Bogdanovic calls this “a simple over-
sight,” saying nobody thinks of life-
guards as critical public safety infra-
structure “until you’re the one that’s not 
breathing out the back of six-foot waves 
and can’t get back to shore.”

The work of California lifeguards was 
celebrated this past summer in Santa 
Cruz after Ryder Williams, a 16-year-old 

California State Parks lifeguard, was 
captured on video rescuing a child from 
8-to-10-foot waves at Seabright State 
Beach in Santa Cruz on July 25.

Video of the rescue went viral. Williams 
was invited to the White House, meeting 
President Donald Trump on Aug. 17.

“A 16-year-old lifeguard might see 
a dead body their first day at work,” 
Bogdanovic said, who began his own 
career at 16-years-old protecting North 
County beaches. “How does that sep-
arate them from firefighters and law 

enforcement, who are dealing with sim-
ilar things? Yet, the 16-year-old kid is 
part-time, doesn't get the same benefits 
or the same resources.”

Bogdanovic, who leads the nonprofit 
Lifeguard Project, said the viral rescue 
and White House visit came at an oppor-
tune time for advocates pushing the state 
resolution. But he sees California’s reso-
lution as a starting point, not an end goal.

“I don’t think this single resolution 
adds any crazy changes to our field, but 
they do start the process with recog-
nition,” Bogdanovic said. “It levels the 
playing field of what lifeguards are even 
considered from an image and response 
perspective, which then allows us to 
advocate more.”

He pointed to broader issues facing 
lifeguards, including access to year-
round, full-time work.

“There’s lifeguarding year-round, but 
these seasonal guards are trying to work 
their hours so they can try to make a liv-
ing the entire year. Yet, it’s not classified 
as a full-time position,” Bogdanovic said.

Lifeguard all-terrain vehicle at Ocean 
Beach. (Photo by Thomas Murphy / Times 
of San Diego)
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MOVING SYSTEMS INC. 
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 PENINSULA BEACON PLHS CLASS REUNION
Point Loma High School Class 
of 1971 is holding its 55th class 
reunion on Friday, Sept. 11 from 3-8 
p.m. in an indoor/outdoor set-
ting at Southwestern Yacht Club, 
2702 Qualtrough St. To purchase 
tickets costing $71 call Zelle at 
619-316-3403.

COOL SCHOOLS
San Diego Unified School District 
schools are prepared to help keep 
students and staff safe during 
periods of high heat with air condi-
tioning available in all educational 
spaces. Hot weather plans are in 
place at all schools districtwide 
including Point Loma Cluster’s nine 
schools. When temperatures rise, 
schools will closely monitor weather 
conditions and adjust activities as 
needed.
All educational spaces in San Diego 
Unified schools are air conditioned. 
Gyms, kitchens, restrooms and 
locker rooms are not equipped with 
air conditioning. However, proper 
ventilation is available in these 
spaces, including operable windows 
to support air flow. Hot Weather 
Plans may include modifying 
instructional activities or schedules, 
limiting or rescheduling strenu-
ous physical activities and recess, 
utilizing shaded and air-conditioned 
spaces, providing additional access 
to drinking water, and monitor-
ing students and staff for signs of 
heat-related illness.
“Our schools are prepared to 
respond when temperatures rise, 
and our priority is always the health, 
safety and well-being of our stu-
dents and staff,” said deputy super-
intendent W. Drew Rowlands. “We 
have plans in place to adjust activ-
ities and schedules when needed, 
while keeping our schools open and 
learning moving forward whenever 
it is safe to do so.”

PLNU CLEANUP
Point Loma Nazarene University is 
holding a free coastal cleanup with 
no registration required for Sunset 
Cliffs Natural Park on Saturday, Sept. 
9. Meet at 9 a.m. at the Ladera Street 
parking lot. 

The first 500 participants will get a free 
T-shirt. This event is co-sponsored by 
I love a Clean San Diego, Point Loma 
Association, and the Surfrider Foundation.
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(619) 225-5616    3219 Cañon St, San Diego, CA 92106

We absolutely love what we do at BayView Senior Assisted Living in Point Loma and cherish the time we spend with our 
residents, who truly are like family to us. Our team is dedicated to providing a loving, supportive environment in the San 
Diego area that enriches not only their lives but ours. 

Come and see our VIEW of personalized care.HANDYMAN SERVICES:
Plumbing: Leak Repair, Faucet Replacement, 
Disposal Replacement
Cement & Stucco Repair
Electrical: Ceiling Fans, Outlet Replacement, 
Light fixture Installation.
Tile Installation
Carpentry: Termite Repair, Deck Repair & 
Replacement, Fence & Gate Installation.
Painting & Drywall Repair

Call Or Text 
Rick Stratton
619-606-3329

 
& Remodel 

Rick’s 

30 Years Experience in All Types 
of Home  Repairs and Remodel 

per hr 
$45.00 

Home Repair

www.pointlomatea.com • 619-523-2070 
2770 Historic Decatur Road  
San Diego, CA 92106

Check out our new Sit & Sip Tearoom 
We offer military discounts.

A TASTE  
OF TEA  Shop, Eat and Play

on The Peninsula
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By Tessa Balc
TIMES OF SAN DIEGO

SAN DIEGO – Through the smoke and 
torrent of this year's budget, do you recall 
the conversation last year about remov-
ing the city’s fire rings? 

You probably noticed that these rings 
didn’t enter the budget conversation 
this year. There wasn't an uproar. Yet the 
rings didn’t disappear into thin air.

That’s because the city didn’t attempt 
to touch the beloved San Diego staple.

The fire rings were restored, for the 
most part.

Some areas saw the loss of only a couple 
of rings, but there's one spot where they 
no longer exist: South Mission Beach. 
That decision was made because numer-
ous residents had complained about the 
amount of smoke, city spokesperson 
Caleb Olsen said. 

From the 11 rings there, the city moved 
six to Fiesta Island and two to Bonita 
Cove.

As a whole, there are 16 fewer rings than 
the 185 available in 2025. And citizens 

want the city to pay for them. The men-
tion of them disappearing residents who 
didn’t want to see them gone. 

Even the California Coastal Commission 
chimed in on the city’s proposal to cut 
down on the rings at the time. By the 
way, the commission also urged the city 
to keep beach restrooms open, but we're 
not going to go there.

Talks of removing the rings ended after 
Council President Joe LaCava and County 
Supervisor Terra Lawson-Remer, who 
both represent much of the coastal area 
where these rings are located, announced 
a grant to add financial fuel to the fire.

It was a one-time grant that saved the 
rings through July 1. Now, the rings are 
funded through the city's general fund.

The past year wasn’t an anomaly in 
terms of funds for the rings coming from 
outside the city. When Jerry Sanders was 
mayor – he left office in 2012 – paying 
for the fire pits was the people’s problem 
for more than three years.

In 2008, the city actually began remov-
ing the pits until an anonymous donor 
dropped $260,000   to save them. When 

it came up again in 2010 and 2011, foun-
dations, residents and community asso-
ciations chipped in to help the city make 
up the difference. Kind of like what hap-
pened with Arts and Culture funding in 
this year’s budget.

It was announced in 2012 that the city 
would go back to fully funding the rings. 
It turns out, over a decade later, residents 
are still just as passionate about having 
the rings around.

The seasonal fire rings will be taken 
away after Labor Day. Here’s where all of 
the city-maintained fire rings are:

San Diego has fewer fire rings. Here's where you can light a bonfire

A man sits on one of the city's fire rings. 
(File photo/Times of San Diego) 

Shoreline Parks (Beaches)
La Jolla Shores – 7 (summer only).
Mission Beach (Belmont Park) – 5 (summer 

only).
Ocean Beach – 7 (summer only).
West Mission Bay
Mission Point – 1.
Bonita Cove – 7.
Mariner’s Point – 7.
Ventura Cove – 7.
Dana Inn area
Sunset Park – 3.
Dana Landing – 2.
Vacation Isle
Vacation Isle-Southside – 11.
Vacation Isle-Paradise Point – 15.
Vacation Isle-North Cove – 4.
Ski Beach – 1.
Crown Point
Crown Point Shores – 16.
East Mission Bay Drive Area
De Anza Cove – 5.
De Anza Boat Launch – 2.
Playa Pacifica – 11.
Hilton-North – 2.
Hilton-South – 3.
Fiesta Island and South Shores
Fiesta Island – 41.
South Shores – 2.
There are also multiple fire rings at Shelter 

Island, maintained by the Port of San Diego.



September 4, 2026 sandiegoreader.com

A

YARD SALE
FOR 

BACKYARD RENAISSANCE

The happy-making 
jacket from "Misery".   
(Photo by: Matthew Lickona)
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A YARD SALE FOR 

BACKYARD 
RENAISSANCE

By Matthew Lickona
SAN DIEGO READER

Six-fi fteen on a Saturday morning is a 
ridiculous hour for theater people. But 
you know what they say: the show must 
go on. Or in this case, the sale. And so a 
crowd has gathered here in San Carlos for 
the Much Ado About Knick-Knacks Yard 
Sale, a combination storage purge/fund-
raiser for Backyard Renaissance Theatre 
Company, which uses Downtown’s Tenth 
Avenue Arts Center to stage its “art to the 
gut.” (Of late, they’ve been taking some 
big swings at marriages gone soft in the 
middle.) Because as every good yard saler 
knows, if you want the good stuff, you 
have to get there early.

And there is good stuff here. The books 
piled under the end table of an associate 
professor of history in “Who’s Afraid of 
Virginia Woolf?” The handbag and luggage 
of a woman who’s always depended upon 
the kindness of strangers in “A Streetcar 
Named Desire.” A collection of antique 
cameras that were supposed to serve as 
a lobby display for a production of “I Am 
a Camera,” the play behind the musical 
“Cabaret.” All up for grabs — orphaned 
objects that Backyard Renaissance hopes 
will fi nd a home.

And of course, the sort of clothes you 
require to transport the audience to a dif-
ferent time and place every time. Shopper 
Tuscany has no trouble outfi tting herself 
for next year’s Renn Faire in Riverside: 
fl ouncy skirts, frilly tops, a faux fur jacket 
that might serve as a duchess’ capelet. A 
costumer from Palomar College fi nds a 
fl uffy, curly squirrel tail and a fi tted red 
silk dress. “We’re doing “The Spongebob 

Musical” soon,” she explains. “My cos-
tume designer isn’t keen on the big tail 
for Sandy Cheeks, just because there’s 
multiple scenes where she’s standing close 
to other people or climbing things. But I’m 
going to push for the big tail.” As for the 
dress, “right now, I’m costuming ‘Clue.’” 
It would be dynamite on Miss Scarlet. 
“But it doesn’t seem terribly forgiving.” 
She measures the bust, tugs at the cups, 
consults a card containing her cast’s mea-
surements, and examines the back of the 
dress, searching for ways to make room.

“We’re always looking for a way to 
engage with the people who come to our 
shows and support our company,” says 
Francis Gercke, co-founder and artistic 
director of Backyard Renaissance — a 
position that requires him to think about 
the “business” part of “show business.” 
“We like to do things that are a little more 
personal than what’s normally done.” 
Hence the promo fl yer’s invitation: “Come 
rummage through 11 years of theatrical 
history and take home a piece of the show.” 
And maybe pick up a story to take home 
along with it. Gercke’s got a million of ‘em.

“Moving sucks,” says Gercke. “I am a 
hoarder. Everything has this deeply per-
sonal story for me. But this was still fun for 
Jess and me.” That would be Jessica John 
Gercke, co-founder and executive director 
of the company. For example: “There’s this 
great pair of shorts that Mike Sears wore 
for our fi rst-ever show, Parlour Song.” His 
character, Ned, is written as being rotund. 
Sears was…not. To drive the mismatch 
home, “Jessica specifi cally got him shorts 
that didn’t fi t particularly well and weren’t 
particularly stylish. As weird and creepy 
as it sounds, I hope nobody takes those 

shorts, because they are the ultimate red 
badge of courage for me — that an actor 
put them on and performed a full run of 
shows in them.” (For his bravery, Sears 
was awarded the Craig Noel Award for 
Outstanding Featured Performance in a 
Play.) 

A gold futon brought back memories 
of “Mr. and Mrs. Fitch” staged at Moxie 
Theatre on El Cajon Boulevard. “We had 
to get out old production photos to fi gure 
out what production it was from, and it 
ended up occupying two hours of a Friday 
morning. Eventually, we said, ‘We can’t be 
doing this. We have to let the kids grow 
up and move out.’”

“I hope this isn’t a retirement-type 
thing,” says one shopper.

“Oh no, it’s because they’re expanding,” 
comes the quick response from another. 
“They have to get rid of the old to make 
room for the new.”

“By nature, theater is an inefficient 
model,” affi rms Gercke.  “It’s just not 
conducive to streamlining. We have this 
bedding we used for “Misery” — a full 
set, with quilts and pillowcases. But not 
every play calls for a bed” — and even 
if it did, “you don’t want people staring 
at the same furniture for three years in 
a row. Companies have to reinvent the 
wheel every time out. We had a period 
refrigerator for “Smokefall,” and we were 
thinking about using it for “A Streetcar 
Named Desire.” But we stumbled; we 
started worrying, ‘Is it going to look like 
the same refrigerator? We’ve got to get a 
different fridge.’ And that’s how you start 
to acquire stuff.”

Right now, the company is renting three 
storage spaces, “and costs have really gone 

up in the last year. We realized that if we 
could get rid of those three storage spaces, 
we could actually come close to affording 
a monthly lease on a property, so that we 
would have a commercial residency. It’s 
not like we could afford a theater, but we 
could combine storage space, rehearsal 
space, and have the potential for a small 
cabaret space. It would be a better use 
of the contributions people provide.” A 
framed fl yer lays out the average pro-
duction costs for a Backyard Renaissance 
show — $46,720 — and breaks it down: 
$9500 for actors, $12,500 for required 
crew, $4500 for additional crew, $7700 for 
theater space (including storage), $7900 
for production and $4620 for marketing.

The sale will eventually make about 
$2000. In addition, says Jessica in the 
aftermath, “It helped us clear out a $400 
a month storage space, which is a savings 
of $4800 over the next year. So it gives us 
close to $7000 to put towards rent on a 
new rehearsal/storage space. Also, it was 
really fun to see a number of friends from 
other theater groups come out, and also 
to meet some longtime audience mem-
bers!” Friends like Witchland writer Tim 
Mulligan, or Teri Brown, who spent 15 
years as artistic director down at Chula 
Vista’s OnStage Playhouse (where she 
staged the fi rst San Diego production of 
“Heathers: The Musical”).

Brown has a particular reason for being 
here: she’s curious about a costume. “One 
of Jess’s big loves is wardrobe,” says 
Gercke. “Finding pieces that not only look 
good, but feel like the character has lived 
in them. That they purchased it them-
selves, and it shows them off in a good 
light even as it tells the story.” 

A lucky lady made off  with Blanche’s baggage — the physical kind, anyway. 
(Photo by Michael Mackie, courtesy of Backyard Renaissance)Theater company funds the future by selling the past  
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But not every actor is supposed to look 
good. Sometimes, they need to look ter-
rible. “We have the jacket that the sher-
iff wears in ‘Misery,’” says Gercke. “He 
was played by Alex Guzman, and he gets 
shot with a shotgun by Maggie Carney’s 
character. Our special effects coordinator 
Jeffery Neitzel blew out the back of the 
jacket and had blood and guts hanging 
from it. The spine was even showing. I 
couldn’t believe he was going to rip it up, 
and then once he completed it, it was like 
this work of art. But I said to him, ‘You’ve 
really screwed Jess and me, because we’re 
never going to get rid of this jacket. Who 
walks around with their spine out?’” 

How about another sheriff from another 
production of “Misery” — like the one 
Lamplighters in La Mesa will be doing in 
October, with Brown in the role of Annie 
Wilkes? Incidentally, Lamplighters is fac-
ing its own real-estate issues: “It’s the 
oldest community theater in San Diego,” 
notes Brown. “They were down by the 
library in La Mesa, and then when the 
police station decided to expand, they 
didn’t have a home for three years. They 
found a place in a shopping center, but the 
guy who owned it passed away, and the 
school that’s there now wants the whole 
thing.”

Despite the ground shifting beneath 
Lamplighters’ feet, it’s something of a 
return-and-restart for Brown. “It’s the fi rst 
place where I came in as an actor, right out 
of high school. I haven’t been on stage for 

many years, but this year, my goal was, 
‘I’m gonna start auditioning again,’” after 
years of grieving for her lost partner. “On 
a whim, I auditioned for “The Rise and 
Fall of Little Voice” at Backyard this year. 
And I was cast.  And then “Misery” came 
up” — the kind of lead she hasn’t tackled 
in ages. “It’s big. But I was like, ‘Okay, yes, 
I can do that.’”

Brown was already a fan of Stephen King, 
and also of tackling tough stuff. “I directed 
“Carrie” down at OnStage. I like to give 
myself a challenge with every show that I 
direct. And that one was, ‘How do you deal 
with all this blood?’ We had a platform 
that had steps, almost like bleachers. And 
at the top of the platform was a grate, and 
under the grate was a rolling sort of bucket 
thing that you could take out. But that 
didn’t stop it from splashing. Backstage, 
we had these big tubs with OxyClean and 
water in them. When the curtain closed, 
the blood-soaked women had to run and 
take everything off, and everything went 
in the bins. The bathroom had a utility 
sink, so Carrie could wash her hair, and 
the stage manager would bring them their 
street clothes.”

Now, she’s after the jacked-up jacket. 
“Jeff will be so happy that it’s going to 
live again,” she says as she buys it — even 
before getting Lamplighters’ green light. 
“Even if we don’t use it, it’s fun. Maybe 
I’ll wear it on the back of my brother’s 
motorcycle.”

 For sale: used jacket, slightly stained, some wear and tear in back.   
(Photo by Michael Mackie, courtesy of Backyard Renaissance)
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1516 W Redwood St, San Diego 92101

Cheap Car Rental

$25 OFF
expires 9/11/26

Good food, local drinks, 16 rotating taps,
and a seat waiting for you. 

Best Wood-Fired Pizza
in San Diego

More than a restaurant, Middy’s Pizza is a gathering 
place We're committed to supporting local farmers, 
breweries, food producers, schools, sports teams, 
nonpro�ts, and community organizations. 

Open Wednesday through Sunday, 
11am to 9pm. 
Call 619-228-9539 for pickup 
or private events.

middyspizza.com 3545 Midway Dr, Ste E, 
San Diego, CA, 92110 

Open at 4:00 for 
Monday Night 

Football starting 
Monday Sept 14 

Open at 4:00 for 

By  Reader Staff 
 SAN DIEGO READER

Yes, Pierce the Veil and Robert Plant and 
J. Cole and Jack White are all coming to 
San Diego in September. But you probably 
knew that already. What’s more, they’re 
sold out. Here are nine other shows that 
still had tickets available at press time — 
some local, some touring, all worth noting.

SANDE LOLLIS 
FAREWELL CONCERT

Local icon Sande Lollis first earned 
notice with East County Americana band 
Enter the Blue Sky. In 2017, she won the 
West Coast Country Music Association 
competition for Best Female Vocalist of 
the Year and Best Female Entertainer of the 
Year, earning a slot the following year at 
the national competition at Pigeon Forge, 
Tennessee. Over the past two decades, 
she has uploaded nearly a hundred per-
formance videos to her Youtube chan-
nel, many of them taped locally, but now 

she’s relocating to the east coast. “Last 
year, after losing my mom, I inherited 
her house in Tennessee,” she said. “That 
turn of events set in motion a decision 
I never imagined making...this city has 
held so much of my music life, my friends, 
my collaborators, the rooms where songs 
were born, the unexpected harmonies, 
the late-night conversations that turned 
into melodies. It’s where I learned how 
to stand inside my own voice, and where 
so many of you fi rst stood with me. Now 
I’m packing up that life and stepping into 
something new, carrying both sadness 
and excitement at the same time.” Her 
farewell-to-San Diego concert includes 
singer-guitarist Jeff Berkley (Berkley 
Hart), bassist Jason Littlefi eld (Archtones), 
multi-instrumentalist Shawn Rohlf (7th 
Day Buskers), drummer Danny Campbell 
(Fish & the Seaweeds), and singer-song-
writers Cathryn Beeks (CalAmity) and 
Bonnie Nicholls.

Nine concerts to see this September (that aren’t already sold out)

Sande Lollis at Big Rock Studios.  (Photo courtesy of Sande Lollis)

Where: 
Normal Heights United Methodist Church, 
4650 Mansfi eld Street, San Diego

When:
Friday, Sept. 4, 6 pm

Ages: All ages

Cost: $25
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Celebrating 10 years!

5014 Newport Avenue • 619-955-8053 • obbrewingco.com

Come try our special release 10th 
Anniversary Imperial IPA!

JOIN US
for football 

and beer 
in the heart 

of Ocean Beach

for football 

in the heart 
of Ocean Beach

FENIX TX
Though two of the members currently live in San Diego County, pop-punk band 

Fenix TX was originally based in Texas and known as Riverfenix. Their debut 1997 
album Drive Thru resulted in Mark Hoppus managing the band while he was still 
playing with Blink-182. Both groups toured together until Fenix TX split in 2002, 
though a few brief reunions ensued. After Blink-182 announced its reformation in 
2009, the classic Fenix TX lineup reunited as well. One of the original members, 
Adam Lewis, passed away from cancer in 2024, prompting the band to prepare 
previously unreleased material to release in memory of Lewis and for the benefi t 
of his family. Their Big Fish EP dropped in March, and includes four rare or pre-
viously unreleased recordings from 1999: “Damn For Real?,” “Abbazabba You My 
Only Friend,” “Mountain Dewd” and a demo of “Phoebe Cates.”

Where: 
The Casbah, 2501 Kettner Blvd, San Diego

When:
Saturday, Sept. 5, at 8:30 pm

Ages:   21+ Cost:   $25–$30

Fenix TX  (San Diego Reader fi le photo)

FOOLS AND FRIENDS
Local songwriter collective Fools and Fables takes 

over the Casbah for Fools and Friends, an eight-artist 
showcase featuring Alex Bergan, Sutton James, Justin 
Rodriguez, Jesse Lamonaca, Shelbi Bennett, The 
Wellsprings, Aly Rowell and C. Gibbs. It’s something 
of a comeback show for Lamonaca, who recently 
released two singles in advance of his fi rst recording 
in nearly 15 years. (He recorded his last album, The 
Lament of Tumbleweed Hawk, with his band The 
Dime Novels and nabbed a Best Americana nomina-
tion at the San Diego Music Awards in 2012.) “In the 
last fi ve years, something shifted where music came 
back to front and center in my life,” he said, “and I 
started writing the songs that I've been waiting to 
write.” “The Way,” currently streaming online, is "a 
song about absence and rediscovery,” he says, “about 
being lost and fi nding your way home. It opens on a 
misty river — a swarm of swallows, a grey morning, 
a soul that gets a little straighter at the bend — and 
ends with a confession.”

Where: The Casbah, 2501 Kettner Blvd, San Diego

When:  Friday, Sept. 4 at 8 pm

Ages: 21+      Cost:   $20

Jesse Lamonaca  
(San Diego Reader fi le 
photo)
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My Town event poster. (Used with permission)

MY TOWN FEST
Taking place over two days, the My Town 

festival is back to celebrate decades of San 
Diego music with a number of noteworthy 
appearances and reunions. The bill for 
Saturday, Sept. 12 includes punk icons The 
Zeros celebrating their 50th anniversary, 
Everready’s fi rst show in over ten years, 
1980s punk band Dum Dum Boys, 90s 
punk rockers The Mice (marking their 
fi rst performance in around six years), Sex 
Pistols-Spice Girls mashup Spice Pistols, 
hardcore punk chick rockers Revolt Chix, 
Gizzards, Hour of Pearl, Substitute Gym 
Teacher, Holding Grudges and Rat Tricks. 
Sunday, Sept. 13 features The Neighbors 
celebrating 34 years of hyperfast hard-
core, politically aware all-vegetarian 
anti-war punkers Diatribe (known as the 
fi rst American D-Beat, circa early 1980s), 
Santa Claus (1985 thrash) War Fever, Doc 
Hammer (named after one of the talents 

behind the TV cartoon show The Venture 
Brothers), Subversive Intent (members of 
The Eulogy, In Control, Meth Breath, Stay 
Away), Philistine (members of Waco Fuck/
DEA), Moral Genocide (members from 
Battalion of Saints and Systematic Abuse), 
Aggravate (ex-Impulse), Lummux Delux 
(ex-Crossed Out) and Infernal Tide Riders.

Where: 
The Holding Company, 5046 
Newport Avenue, San Diego

When:
Saturday and Sunday, Sept. 
12 and 13 starting at 1 pm

Ages: 21+       Cost:  $32.50

“WEIRD AL” YANKOVIC
You will meet people who will tell you that the triumph of nerd culture began with 

the rise of comic book movies — Peter Parkers of the world, unite! Eventually, Robert 
Downey Jr. will come along and make science cool! These people are mistaken. It 
began in 1985, when “Weird Al” Yankovic released “Eat It” just a year after Michael 
Jackson’s “Beat It.” Michael Jackson was the King of Pop. Thriller was (and is) the 
best-selling album of all time. And here was this guy singing “Have a banana, have 
a whole bunch/ It doesn’t matter what you had for lunch/ Just eat it.” Five months 
later, Revenge of the Nerds hit theaters. Of course, the great thing about Yankovic 
is that he wasn’t a one-off novelty act. He’s stayed sharp for decades, outlasting 
nearly all of the stars he started out parodying.

Where: 
The Rady Shell at Jacobs Park, 222 Marina Park Way, San Diego

When:
Wednesday, Sept. 16 at 7 pm

Ages: All ages       Cost:  $71–$225

“Not quite my tempo.” “Weird Al” performs in Whiplash as part of his Bigger 
and Weirder tour.  (YouTube screenshot)
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Where: 
Adams Avenue, Normal Heights

When:
Saturday, Sept. 19, 10 am–10 pm; Sunday, Sept. 20, 10 am–6 pm

Ages: All ages       Cost:  FREE

ADAMS AVENUE STREET FAIR
Hey Magic 8 Ball: will Normal Heights ever be properly gentrifi ed? Signs point 

to no. It’s just too stubbornly itself. Your humble correspondent once looked at a 
house within sight of the Kensington sign. “Don’t kid yourself,” warned the real-
tor. “You will never be Kensington.” Thank goodness? The 44th annual Adams 
Avenue Street Fair fi lls 10 blocks of Normal Heights with 75 musical acts on six 
stages, making it Southern California’s largest free two-day music festival. This 
year’s bill mixes nationally known performers such as veteran rapper Masta Ace 
and blues guitarist Chris Duarte, plus a particularly deep roster of San Diego acts, 
including Bardo, Boostive, Creepxotica, Wild Wild Wets and Euphoria Brass Band. 
Scheduled artists include: Los Fabulocos, Sue Palmer & Her Motel Swing Orchestra, 
The Midnight Rivals, Kimmi Bitter, Jahtiva, Gayle Skidmore, Please Ask for Paul, 
The Wellsprings, Stucky Leigh, Rookie Card and Poor Thing. 

You know it’s a good street fair when you can’t even see the street. 
(San Diego Reader fi le photo)

Where: 
Humphrey's Concerts by the Bay, 2241 Shelter Island Drive, San Diego

When:
Saturday, Sept. 19, 2026 at 7:30 pm

Ages: All ages       Cost:  $82.90

A.J. CROCE
“I’m pretty eclectic,” said singer-songwriter A.J. Croce. "I’ve been fi led in fi ve or 

six different genres in stores and on the radio, so it may be easiest to describe my 
music as Ray Charles meets Ray Davies, or Elvis Presley meets Elvis Costello, or John 
Hurt meets John Lennon, or maybe Randy Newman meets Jim Croce, which was my 
fi rst concert.” Now, he celebrates both his own 35-year career and the music of his 
father, Jim Croce, with Croce Plays Croce, mixing songs such as “Operator,” “Time 
in a Bottle,” and “Bad, Bad Leroy Brown” with his own roots, blues, soul and rock 
material. Croce deliberately avoided performing his father’s catalog for decades 
while establishing himself as an artist in his own right. That changed in 2017, and 
in 2022, the 50th Anniversary celebration of his father's breakthrough album You 
Don’t Mess Around With Jim saw the beginning of the Croce Plays Croce tour that 
he’s bringing to his adopted hometown.

A.J. Croce (San Diego Reader fi le photo)
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CRSSD lights up the night in 2025. (YouTube screenshot)

COLLECTIVE SOUL
Trent Reznor famously said that hearing 

Johnny Cash’s cover of Nine Inch Nails' “Hurt” 
felt “like someone kissing your girlfriend.” 
And after he saw the video, he even more 
famously said, “Wow, I just lost my girlfriend, 
because that song isn’t mine any more.” That 
line came to mind during Twitter’s collective 
swoon over Dolly Parton’s cover of Collective 
Soul’s “Shine” after the music legend died 
last week at the age of 80. Parton’s cover 
is legit great, and has a more obvious piety 
about it when it pleads “Heaven, let your 
light shine down.” But Collective Soul is a 
band, and Dean Roland’s guitar riff is as 
much a part of what makes that song work 
as anything in the lyrics. Verdict: similar, but 
not the same as the Cash grab.

Where: 
Humphrey's Concerts by the Bay, 
2241 Shelter Island Dr., San Diego

When:
Friday, Sept. 25, 2026, 
at 7:30 pm

Ages: All Ages       

Cost:  $128-$304

Collective Soul  (YouTube screenshot)

CRSSD FESTIVAL
Who knew that EDM fans would enjoy blissing out while watching the sunset over 

the water instead of baking in the desert outside of Vegas? For that matter, who knew 
San Diego was secretly cool? San Diego’s homegrown CRSSD Festival has grown since 
its 2015 debut into one of the West Coast’s major electronic-music festivals, drawing 
roughly 34,000 attendees over two days and emphasizing house, techno and crossover 
electronic acts rather than EDM spectacle. Fall 2026 is topped by a Chris Lake b2b 
Disclosure DJ set, with Mochakk, Boys Noize, Groove Armada, Skepta’s Más Tiempo 
project, I Hate Models, Marlon Hoffstadt and many, many others spread across the 
Ocean View, Palms and City Steps stages. 

Where: 
Waterfront Park, 1600 Pacifi c Highway

When:
Saturday and Sunday, Sept. 26–27, noon–10 pm

Ages: 21+       Cost:  $214-$440



3685 Voltaire St., San Diego, CA 92106   s 619-223-5229

Garden Transformation
Consultation 
With John Noble

$75 
($200 Value) 

Do you want more out of your garden?  We can help you transform your garden from design to 
reality. We also do maintenance.

Office/Retail HoursCoastal Sage Gardening Mon-Sat 10AM-5PM 

We provide local, 
personalized, escrow 
services suited to fit 

every client. Experience 
the Elite difference! 

We provide local, 
personalized, escrow 
services suited to fit 

every client. Experience 
the Elite difference! 

(619) 876-1392
Trusted in San Diego Since 1971

(619) 876-1392
Trusted in San Diego Since 1971

Giselda Rosales 
Escrow O�cer
Giselda Rosales 
Escrow O�cer

Danita Lewis
Escrow O�cer

Bridget Flaska
Business Development

Rosalina Gutierrez
Escrow Assistant
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By Drew Sitton
TIMES OF SAN DIEGO

SAN DIEGO – Two events in the 2025-
2026 school year reshaped how officials 
at all levels are moving to protect stu-
dents on city streets with youngsters and 
teens back in class. 

The first was the death of 11-year-
old Andrew Olsen last October, and the 
injuries suffered by his siblings after 
a car hit the trio. They were crossing 
Jackson Drive in San Carlos on the way to 
Pershing Middle School. 

The second was a law passed by the state 
legislature making way for local cities to 
lower their speed limits in critical zones, 
an action that once was banned. 

LOWER SPEED LIMITS 
Subsequently, the San Diego City 

Council passed an ordinance lowering 
speed limits on 20% of the city’s streets, 
including school zones, business dis-
tricts, places with a history of fatalities 
and those with high traffic from pedes-
trians and cyclists. The plan accounts for 
679 miles of the city’s roads.  

“There’s a lot to implement in the 
plan,” said city spokesperson Anthony 
Santacroce. “We think school zones are 
most important to implement first.” 

Limits for the school zones will fall to 
15-20 miles per hour around the schools, 
then 25 miles per hour in areas between 
501 to 1,000 feet away from schools. 

The effort to implement that ordinance 
began in July, with signs now in place to 
reflect the lower speed limits near schools 
in San Ysidro, Otay Mesa, and Nestor. 

The city is continuing to update signs, 
moving in a general south to north direc-
tion. In August, crews are adding new 
signs in Southeast San Diego, and parts 
of downtown and adjacent areas like 
Barrio Logan. The peninsula, too, may 
get its signs this month. The next goal, 
for September, will be parts of mid-city, 
including City Heights, North Park and 
College Area. 

Although transportation crews may 
face delays due to anticipated El Niño 
storms, the general plan is for all school 
zone speeds to be updated by the end of 
the school year. 

Once the school zones are finished, the 
city will decide what to prioritize next, 
among the fatal corridors, business 
districts and high-pedestrian-traffic 
areas. 

“We are glad that the city took the 
Vision Zero coalition’s recommenda-
tion to prioritize reducing speeds in 
school zones first,” said Anar Salayev 
of Bike SD. “From there, we want to see 
similar treatments made on corridors 
that have a history of injuries and fatali-
ties. Ultimately, we want to see material 
change made in these zones — beyond 
mere changes to speed limit signs.” 

SAN DIEGO UNIFIED’S SURVEY
As the city worked on its plan to reduce 

speeds, the San Diego Unified School 
District began its own efforts to protect 
students traveling to and from school. 

After Olsen’s death, Superintendent 
Fabi Bagula surveyed every principal in 
the district, asking for recommenda-
tions on how to improve student safety. 

“We believe that (the) road is a part of 
overall student wellness. If they don't 

feel safe in their commute to come to 
school, then we believe that impacts 
their wellness,” said her chief of staff 
Enrique Ruacho. “The safest road in any 
city should be the road to school.” 

A few of the principals included in the 
survey, as well as parent organizations, 
had already advocated road improve-
ments with their city council members. 
Bringing their changes into a compre-
hensive plan helped principals throw the 
might of the school district behind them. 
discussions with the council offices. 

“Too often, communities rely on their 
principals. Well, now you know they have 
the superintendent and our entire board 
focused on this issue,” Ruacho said.

In July, the school district released the 
results of its survey in a report detail-
ing over 100 traffic safety improve-
ment ideas near schools, which officials 
described as “specific, place-based and 
actionable.” The report included sim-
ple fixes, like repainting crosswalks, to 
more expensive interventions, like add-
ing speed bumps or flashing lights at 
crosswalks. 

New lower speed limits rolling out with student safety a priority



ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE OF NAME; CASE NO 
26CU041432C SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF 
San Diego; Superior Court of California, County of San Diego, 
330 West Broadway, San Diego, CA 92101, Hall of Justice   TO 
ALL INTERESTED PER-SONS:  1. Petitioner (name) a. Kelly James 
Clayton Filed A. Petition With This Court For A De-cree Changing 
Names As Follows:  Present Name:  a. a. Kelly James Clayton To 
Proposed Name: a. Kelly James Mangold THE COURT ORDERS 
That All Persons Interested In This Mat-ter appear before the 
court at the hearing indicated below to show cause, if any, why 
the petition should not be granted. Any person objecting to the 
name changes described above must fi le a written objection that 
indicates the reasons for the objection at least two court days 
before the matter is scheduled to be heard and must appear at 
the hearing to show cause why the petition should not be grant-
ed. If no written objection is timely fi led, the court may grant the 
petition with-out a hearing.  NOTICE OF HEARING a. Date: Sep-
tember 22, 2026: 8:30 AM DEPT: C-61 ; a. A copy of this Order to 
show cause shall be published at least once each week for four 
consecu-tive weeks prior to the date set for hearing on the pe-
tition in the following newspaper of general circulation, printed 
in this county (specify newspaper): La Jolla Village News, Beach 
& Bay Press & Peninsula Beacon.  Date:08/03//2026 by M. Guy-
ot, Deputy Clerk.   Judge Michael S. Groch, Judge of the superior 
court ISSUE DATES:    August 14, 21, 28 & September 4, 2026.  
 NO HEARING WILL OCCUR ON THE DATE SPECIFIED IN THE OR-
DER TO SHOW CAUSE.  The Court will review the documents fi led 
as of the date specifi ed on the Order to Show Cause for change 
(JC Form#NC-120) If all requirements for a name change have 
been met as of the date specifi ed, and no timely written ob-
jection has been received (require at least two court days be-
fore the date specifi ed), the petition for change of name (JC 
Form#NC-120)  will be granted without a hearing. One certifi ed 
copy of the Order Granting the Petition will be mailed to the 
petitioner. To change a name on a legal document, including a 
birth certifi cate, social security card, driver license, passport, 
and other identifi cation, a certifi ed copy of Decree Changing 

Name {JC Form #NC-130) or Decree Changing Name and Order 
Recognizing Change of Gender and for Issuance of New Birth 
Certifi cate (JC Form #NC-230) may be required. Contact the 
agen-cy(ies) who issues the legal document that needs to be 
changed, to determine if a certifi ed copy is required.  A certifi ed 
copy of Decree Changing Name (JC Form #NC-130) or Decree 
Chang-ing Name and Order Recognizing Change of Gender and 
for Issuance of New Birth Certifi cate (JC Form #NC-230) may be 
obtained from the Civil Business Offi  ce for a fee. Petitioners who 
are seeking a change of name under the Safe at Home program 
may contact the assigned de-partment for information on ob-
taining certifi ed copies. If all the requirements have not been 
met as of the date specifi ed, the court will mail the petitioner 
a written order with further direc-tions.  If a timely objection 
is fi led, the court will set a hearing date and contact the parties 
by mail with further directions.  A RESPONDENT OBJECTING 
TO THE NAME CHANGE MUST FILE A WRITTEN OBJECTION AT 
LEAST TWO COURT DAYS (excluding weekends and holi-days) 
BEFORE THE DATE SPECIFIED. Do not come to court on the spec-
ifi ed date. The court will notify the par1fes by mall of a future 
hearing date.  Any Petition for the name changes of a minor that 
Is signed by only one parent must have this Attachment served 
along with the Petition and Order to Show Cause, on the other 
non-signing parent, and proof of service must be fi led with the 
court.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT FILE NO. 2026-
9015477 Fictitious Business Name(s) a. Carevider b. Carevider.
com, 8895 Towne Center Drive, STE 105, San Diego, CA 92122 
registered by the following:  a. Neos Management, Inc by: a cor-
poration The fi rst day of business was:  05/18//2026 Registrant 
Name:   a. Neos Management, Inc Title of offi  cer Limited Liability 
Company/Corporation Title of Signor Eric Tucker, CEO the state-
ment was fi led with Jordan Z. Marks, Recorder/County Clerk of 
San Diego County on: July 14,  2026 ISSUE DATES:    August 14, 21, 
28 & September 4, 2026.  

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT FILE NO. 2026-
9016739 Fictitious Business Name(s) a. Mission Control Sys-

tems, 4102 Via Del Rey, Oceanside, CA 92057 registered by the 
following:  a. Colello Consulting, LLC b . Salgado Consulting, 
LLC., JR Automation, LLC by: a General Partnership   fi rst day of 
business was:  N/A  Registrant Name:   a. Colello Consulting, LLC 
b . Salgado Consulting, LLC., JR Automation, LLC Title of offi  cer 
Limited Liability Company/Corporation Title of Signor Jesus Sal-
gado Gallaga, President the statement was fi led with Jordan Z. 
Marks, Recorder/County Clerk of San Diego County on: July 31,  
2026 ISSUE DATES:    August 14, 21, 28 & September 4, 2026.  

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT FILE NO. 2026-
9017140 Fictitious Business Name(s) a. OT with LB, 5550 Mil-
dred St, APT 11, San Diego, CA 92110 registered by the following:  
a. Lindsay Ann Barrows by: a an Individual    fi rst day of business 
was:  N/A  Registrant Name:   a.Lindsay Ann Barrows Title of of-
fi cer Limited Liability Company/Corporation Title of Signor the 
statement was fi led with Jordan Z. Marks, Recorder/County 
Clerk of San Diego County on: August 6,   2026 ISSUE DATES:    
August 14, 21, 28 & September 4, 2026.  

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT FILE NO. 2026-
9016485 Fictitious Business Name(s) a. San Diego Hot Tub Re-
pair, 9920 Pacifi c Heights Blvd #150, San Diego, CA 92121 reg-
istered by the following:  a. Action Spa Repair LLC  by: a Limited 
Liability Company   fi rst day of business was:  N/A  Registrant 
Name a. Action Spa Repair LLC   Title of offi  cer Limited Liability 
Company/Corporation Title of Signor Jorge Sanz Povar , Man-
ager the statement was fi led with Jordan Z. Marks, Recorder/
County Clerk of San Diego County on: July 29, 2026.      ISSUE 
DATES:    August 14, 21, 28 & September 4, 2026.  

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT FILE NO. 2026-
9017960 Fictitious Business Name(s) a. Nathan Manor & Asso-
ciates, 7979 Ivanhoe Avenue, Suite 420, La Jolla, CA 92037   is 
registered by the following:  a. Nathan Manor Tax, LLC business 
is conducted by: a Limited Liability Company. The fi rst day of 
business was:  N/A   Registrant Name:  a. Nathan Manor Tax, LLC 
This Title of Offi  cer, if Limited Liability Company/Corporation 
Title of Signor Nathan Manor , Member The statement was fi led 

with Jordan Z. Marks, ,Jr.  Recorder/County Clerk of San Diego 
County on: August 18, 2026 ISSUE DATES: August 28,Septem-
ber 4, 11 & 18,  2026.  

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT FILE NO. 2026-
9018956 Fictitious Business Name(s) a. George’s Events, 1502 
India Street, Suite 102-218, San Diego, CA 92101   is registered 
by the following:  a. A & A Legacy, LLC business is conducted by: 
a Limited Liability Company. The fi rst day of business was:  N/A   
Registrant Name:  a. A & A Legacy, LLC This Title of Offi  cer, if 
Limited Liability Company/Corporation Title of Signor Nicole 
Nanette Assef , CEO The statement was fi led with Jordan Z. 
Marks, Jr.  Recorder/County Clerk of San Diego County on: Au-
gust 31, 2026, ISSUE DATES: September 4. 11, 18 & 25,  2026.  
  
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT FILE NO. 2026-
9018985 Fictitious Business Name(s) a. Talient, 9350 Waxie 
Way, Suite 100, San Diego, CA 92123   is registered by the fol-
lowing:  a .WWNA Technology, LLC  business is conducted by: 
a Limited Liability Company. The fi rst day of business was:  
06/08/2026   Registrant Name:  :  a .WWNA Technology, LLC  
This Title of Offi  cer, if Limited Liability Company/Corporation 
Title of Signor Seth Stein,  CEO The statement was fi led with Jor-
dan Z. Marks, Jr.  Recorder/County Clerk of San Diego County on: 
August 31, 2026, ISSUE DATES: September 4. 11, 18 & 25,  2026.  

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT FILE NO. 2026-
9018984 Fictitious Business Name(s) a. Workwell MSP, 9350 
Waxie Way, Suite 100, San Diego, CA 92123   is registered by 
the following:  a. WWNA MSP LLC  business is conducted by: 
a Limited Liability Company. The fi rst day of business was:  
06/08/2026   Registrant Name:  a .WWNA MSP LLC  This Title of 
Offi  cer, if Limited Liability Company/Corporation Title of Signor 
Seth Stein,  CEO The statement was fi led with Jordan Z. Marks, Jr.  
Recorder/County Clerk of San Diego County on: August 31, 2026, 
ISSUE DATES: September 4. 11, 18 & 25,  2026.  

LEGAL ADS

SERVING THE LA JOLLA AREA FOR 40 YEARS
(858)270-1742
Fully licensed and insured. Lic# 723867

CROWNPOINTCLIPPERS@GMAIL.COM

Crown Point Clippers,Inc.
Free Estimates!

• Fine Pruning & Thinning
• Artistic Tree Lacing
• Tree & Stump Removal

TREE SERVICE

Lawn and Garden

Give us a call.  
We want the job! 

Call  Gabriel
619-990-9350

Lic#883878

Roy & Roger’s

619.252.1385

30 Day Rain Guarantee
Licensed & Insureed • Free Estimates

WINDOW CLEANING
Commercial & Residential

Tracks Screens Mirrors Skylights

Solar Panels   •   Light Fixtures   •   Pressure Washing

Drywall, Painting, Plumbing, 
Electrical, Fencing, Flooring, 

Concrete, Tree Service, 
Landscaping, Roofing, Hauling.

CALL TONY OR ALEX
619-305-4233

HANDYMAN SOLUTIONSHOME 
 SERVICE
      GUIDE

For information about our Home 
Service Guide, please contact us at 
advertising@timesofsandiego.com

HONOR GUARD
ROOFING

SINCE 1993

• Veteran-Owned. Community Proud.
• Residential & Commercial Roofing
• Re-Roofs & Repairs
• Knowledgeable crews. 24/7
• No Overhead. No Nonsense. Full Transparency
• Low pricing. Free estimates—always.

Tel/Fax: (619)229-9112
Lic/#691295-C39

Jered J. Willis

RENT-A-HUSBAND
Handyman with 

30 years experience
Many Skills • Hourly or Bid

Prompt, Affordable, Professional Insured
Ask for Bob • 619-742-0446

N
o
n
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ic
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d

All Plumbing and New fixture
installations Cash Discounts!
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CLUES ACROSS
1. Manila hemp plant
  6. Turkish river
 10. Something to read
 14. In a way, initiated
 15. Popular Apple TV series
 17. King Charles is part of it
 19. Earlier
 20. Foot (Latin)
 21. Zodiac sign
 22. A browning of the skin 
 23. Remain as is
 24. Turfs
 26. It’s used to slaughter animals
 29. Volcanic crater
 31. The mother of Jesus
 32. One’s life story
 34. One-time Liverpool coach Slot
 35. Counterparts
 37. Jacob __, American journalist
 38. Digital audiotape
 39. River in South Africa
 40. Kimono sashes
 41. Rooting somewhere
 43. American spy Aldrich
 45. A way to call for
 46. Taxi

 47. Pancakes made of buckwheat fl our
 49. Swiss river
 50. Popular type of video game (abbr.)
 53. Have surgery
 57. Formal withdrawal from a union
 58. Performs spoken improv
 59. Greek war god
 60. 2,000 lbs.
 61. Helps to evade capture

CLUES DOWN
1. Swedish rock group
  2. “Friday Night Lights” director Peter
  3. Currency exchange fee
  4. Feline
  5. Folk singer DiFranco
  6. Ghastly pale from distress
  7. Rapid eye movements
  8. Monetary unit of Macao
  9. Lawmakers
 10. Colorless mineral
 11. At some prior time
 12. American protest singer
 13. Opener
 16. Seldom
 18. Relaxing places
 22. Touchdown
 23. From end to end

 24. Kids love him
 25. Metal-bearing solid
 27. Skin care product manufacturer
 28. Thirteen
 29. Angry
 30. Member of a Semitic people
 31. One-thousandth of an inch
 33. Former CIA
 35. Most lemony
 36. Engage in
 37. Mass of fi sh eggs
 39. Food supplies
 42. Backbones
 43. American real estate investment fi rm
 44. Megabyte
 46. “Three Coins in the Fountain” 
songwriter
 47. Dutch colonist
 48. Full-grown pike fi sh
 49. Emergency prep expert Edwards
 50. Flute
 51. Dismissive sound
 52. Slang term for marijuana
 53. Young women’s association
 54. Cosmopolitan city
 55. Narrow isthmus in Thailand
 56. Pointed end of a pen

SUDOKU

CROSSWORDS

Drop some knowledge 
into your feed by following  

@timesofsandiego 
on instagram

Don’t  let 
your brain rot.

ANSWERS
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By Mike Clardy
SPECIAL FOR TIMES OF SAN DIEGO

POINT LOMA – In the spring of 1955, 
I turned 12. I was big for my age and 
looking for adventure. 

My friends and I were very fortunate 
to live in the Wooded/College area at 
the top of Point Loma.

 Down the hill to the east was San 
Diego Bay where we learned to sail and 
race our Starlet sailboats. 

Down the hill on the west side was 
Sunset Cliffs.

We called ourselves 'The Hill Top 
Boys,' for obvious reasons.

Always looking for more adventure, 
we were excited to discover Hill Street 
Beach (now known as 'No Surf'). There 
we met some young, friendly Samoans, 
who taught us to surf using their red-
wood surfboards. We all fell in love 
with surfing, and it became a lifetime 
passion.

The Hill Top Boys met other boys 
our age who lived nearby. Our young 
group enjoyed the surfing and the fish 
and abalone provided by the Samoans. 
When the surf was small, we would 
explore the nearby Sunset Cliff caves. 
There were many more back then, 
before the water started to rise and all 
the cave-ins occurred.

Our most exciting adventure was to 
jump; of course, there were a few dives 
as well, off what we affectionately 
called 'Bird Shit Rock,' less vulgarly 
known as Ross Rock. 

It was a tough climb up the rock, 
but once on top, it was very cool. 
Frequently, we would have to gently 
shoo off the seagulls that loved to poop 
on the top of the rock.

We would then jump or dive off the 
south side of the rock into the incoming 
waves. At that time, there were more 
rocks on the north side of the rock, and 
the climb-up was on the south side.

When it was low tide, you had to time 
your dive with the incoming wave so 
you wouldn’t hit your head on the reef. 
We learned to extend our arms over our 
head so our hands/arms would cushion 
the impact on the reef.

This diving was great fun and dan-
gerous. One of our fellow beachgoers 
unfortunately lost a leg climbing on 
the rocks nearby.

As I and my friends got older, we con-
centrated our surfing at places below 
the college (Abs and Garbage) and 
became involved with sports at Point 
Loma High School. These activities 
limited our visits to Hill Street Beach 
and the rock. Most of us went away to 
college and then became involved in 
the working world.

Now that we are all in our 80s, we can 
still fondly remember our days at Hill 
Street Beach and jumping (diving) off 
Bird Shit Rock. However, I now more 
fully realize the danger after reading 
about the current injuries and the dan-
ger to the Fire/Rescue teams. 

For the most part, the Hill Top Boys 
have had adventurous and successful 
lives. We approached life with the same 
spirit that led us to Sunset Cliffs. We 
have lost a few of the boys, but the rest 
of us still get together at least twice a 
year and remember our great times at 
Hill Street Beach. 

With the wisdom that comes with 
age, I encourage those groups of 
young kids I see on the cliffs and, more 
recently, on the news, some of whom 
remind me so much of myself and The 
Hill Top Boys, to be safe and not jump 
or dive off any part of Sunset Cliffs. 

As you age, you realize the misguided 
nature of your youth.

From 'Hill Top Boys' to hard lessons: 
Reflections of Sunset Cliffs in the 1950s

A couple of young women jump off The 
Arch at Sunset Cliffs, which is now an il-
legal activity. (Photo by Thomas Melville/
Times of San Diego)
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 By Frank Sabatini Jr.
SPECIAL FOR TIMES OF SAN DIEGO

POINT LOMA – The Sept. 12 big anni-
versary bash at Stone Brewing World 
Bistro & Gardens in Liberty Station has 
prospective attendees wondering who – 
or what – it is they will be toasting.

In just the past four years the craft beer 
company, celebrating its 30th anniver-
sary, has changed hands twice. Adding 
to the confusion is news that layoffs are 
coming ahead of the closure of Stone’s 
Escondido production facility and two-
level restaurant, which sit on an acre of 
manicured land. 

The announced cuts ironically coin-
cide with the recent hiring of 200 former 
employees who worked in non-produc-
tion capacities under past owners. Yet the 
two events are unrelated due to the latest 
change in ownership.

San Diego residents Greg Koch and 
Steve Wagner founded Stone Brewing in 
1996. They were friends who shared a 
passion for the indie music scene—and 
beer. The pair successfully grew the busi-
ness and stayed involved in it until 2022, 
when they sold it to Sapporo U.S.A. Inc. 
Both men are now retired.

Then in June of this year, Firestone 
Walker and its parent company, Duvel 
Moortgat USA, acquired Stone. For 
branding and hospitality purposes, 

the beer company is still called Stone 
Brewing.

Sapporo, however, hung on to Stone’s 
production facility and World Bistro & 
Gardens restaurant in Escondido. After 
failing to find a buyer for the property, 
Sapporo plans to shut everything down by 
the end of the year. Fifty-eight employ-
ees will be laid off in October, with the 
remaining number of job cuts, totaling 
220, due to occur by January. The layoffs 
are not associated with Stone’s ongoing 
operations under Firestone Walker.

“This is an understandably difficult 
time for our Escondido employees and 
the community, and we’re committed 
to supporting them through this transi-
tion,” a statement from Sapporo read in 
part.

Conversely, under Firestone Walker, the 
company recently hired 200 employees 

who previously worked under Sapporo 
on behalf of Stone. They included those 
from the sales-marketing department, 
plus others who held hospitality posi-
tions at Liberty Station’s World Bistro & 
Gardens as well as Stone’s tap rooms in 
Little Italy, Oceanside, and Pasadena.

Those properties are not closing, 
according to Lizzie Younkin, brand direc-
tor for Stone

Brewing.
“In fact, the Liberty Station World 

Bistro & Gardens will actually see some 
upgrades such as a new lobby entrance, 
additional TV screens, and seasonal 
menu changes. There is a brewery inside 
and we will be producing about 2,000 
barrels of Stone products there annually, 
which is more compared to our pre-ac-
quisition days,” she said while pointing 
out that Stone’s main production line 
moved to Paso Robles.

Younkin is an 11-year employee of 
Stone Brewing. She said the upcoming 
changes “are very positive.”

The free public anniversary party will 
be held from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m., Sept. 12, at 
the massive indoor-outdoor bistro and 
gardens in Liberty Station (2816 Historic 
Decatur). It is slated to be the largest 
annual commemoration in the compa-
ny’s history, complete with live music, 
arcade games, screenings of '90s movies 

and pet adoptions.
The event also will showcase Stone’s 

30th Anniversary Double IPA, a deep-
golden brew ringing in at 8.5% alcohol. 
Available in 16-ounce cans, the beer is 
available only at Liberty

Station and Stone’s tap rooms. 
In addition, Stone is offering a VIP 

option for $100, which includes unlim-
ited beer pours, “fan-favorite” foods, 
access to the archive beer cellar, mer-
chandise and more. Tickets can be pur-
chased at stonebrewing.com.

“By freshening up the Liberty Station 
bistro and hiring more employees, 
Firestone Walker is carrying Stone 
Brewing forward,” Younkin added. “San 
Diegans care a lot about this brand and 
take pride and ownership in it.”

By Dave Schwab
TIMES OF SAN DIEGO

OCEAN BEACH – Back-and-whack 
returns as Ocean Beach Woman’s Club 
will hold its sixth annual fundraising 
ping-pong tournament titled the Battle 
of the Paddle on Friday, Sept. 25.

The event is free for spectators and 
is held from 6 to 10 p.m. at OBWC at 
2160 Bacon St. Sponsored by Skrewball 
Whiskey, the 32-player co-ed tour-
nament bracket plays out in a single 
evening with guests inside enjoying 
back-and-forth action on the tables, 
and outside, indulging in local food and 
beverages. 

OBWC ping-pong tournament 

proceeds benefit local nonprofits. “This 
is a free community family friendly 
event open to all at the clubhouse to 
enjoy a night of fun, food and entertain-
ment,” said Arlene Fink, OBWC presi-
dent. “This is our biggest fundraising 
event that supports the club’s mission 
to give back. This year we are raising 
money for the OB Historical Society, 
the OB Food Pantry (Loaves and Fishes) 
and Doors of Change. The event is 
exciting, fun and philanthropic. We 
hope to see many OB residents there.”

Susan Winkie, who helped create the 
tournament and has emceed it wearing 
a tuxedo ever since, got the idea ini-
tially for turning the sport into a club 

fundraiser during an evening out with 
friends watching others play the sport.

Tournament refreshments are being 
provided this year by Jensen’s, Dirty 
Birds, The Holding Company and 
Pizzeria Luigi. Winkie gave a special 
shout out to Dirty Birds in OB, citing 
the

eatery as a constant supporter of both 
the club and its ping-pong tournament.

Winkie encouraged the community 
to turn out for the Friday night event, 
and said that this year OBWC will be 
doing raffles for the first time to help 
increase proceeds to be donated back 
into the community.

Top competitors vie for gold and silver 
paddle trophies, which are presented to 
the winners at tournament’s end.

Among shifting ownership, layoffs, and rehires – Stone Brewing turns 30

Battle of the Paddle fundraiser set for Ocean Beach Woman’s Club

STONE BREWING'S 
30TH ANNIVERSARY
When: The free party will be held 
from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m., Sept. 12.

Where: Stone’s World Bistro & 
Gardens in Liberty Station, 2816 
Historic Decatur.

Info: stonebrewing.com.

Stone’s World Bistro & Gardens in Liberty 
Station will remain in full operation. (Pho-
to courtesy of Stone Brewing) 

Ping-pong tournament play at the Ocean 
Beach Woman’s Club. (Photo courtesy of 
Ocean Beach Woman’s Club) 



Diane@DianeSullivanRealty.com 
1021 Rosecrans Street, 92106 

619-990-2297     DRE # 01409974 

$1,250,000 

422 Rosecrans Street # 7, 92106 

Experience coastal living in this beautifully renovated single level, 2 bedroom,  
2 bath condo in the highly desirable neighborhood of La Playa.   Showcasing  

neutral finishes throughout, this move-in ready condo offers the perfect blend of 
comfort, style, and convenience.  The open floor plan offers a lovely kitchen, dining 
area and inviting living area which is highlighted by a cozy fireplace and abundant 
natural light.  Modern mini-split heating and air conditioning provide year-round 

comfort, and the convenience of in-unit laundry makes everyday living easy. 
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By Scott Hopkins
SPECIAL FOR TIMES OF SAN DIEGO

POINT LOMA – After two very dif-
ferent wins, Point Loma's foot-
ball team travels to La Jolla at 7 p.m. 
Friday to face the Vikings in one of the 
county's longest-running rivalries.

La Jolla (1922) and Point Loma 
(1925) are the second and third oldest 
schools in the San Diego district and 
their football teams have been waging 
war for decades. 

"The Shoe" was once a mighty per-
petual trophy with a bronzed foot-
ball shoe that disappeared while in 
Viking possession some 15-20 years 
ago. It has since been replaced by a 
spray-painted shoe mounted on a 
small plank of wood, but to the play-
ers it might as well be the Super Bowl 
trophy.

The Pointers won last year's meet-
ing 37-7 on Bennie Edens Field and 
the last thing current team members 
want to do is hand over "The Shoe" to 
the Vikings at La Jolla.

In their season opener, the Pointers 
destroyed once-powerful Leuzinger 
High at the Olympians' field in 
Lawndale. Last year, Leuzinger was 
11-2 but multiple players transferred 
and this year's team was, in the words 
of a Pointer player, "Like a JV team." 

The final score, 65-0, came after 
playing a running clock in the second 
half when the Pointers still scored 21 
points.

The Pointers only ran 25 offensive 
plays in the game, scoring on six of 
them, two on runs by quarterback 
Ryder Watson and two pass recep-
tions by Tanner Spradling and one 
each by Graham Murdock and Ryan 
Cleator. They also had scores on two 
pick-sixes by Levi Evering and Blake 
Lingard, and a fumble recovery by 
Ethan Anderson.

Defensively Nick Lemus and Coltin 
Fannin each had eight tackles while 
there were six tackles for loss and 
four sacks recorded. In last Friday's 
home opener against Otay Ranch, the 
Pointers scored in the first minute of 
the game but had to hang on late as 
the Mustangs threatened to take the 
lead.

Before many fans got through the 
Chick-Fil-A concession line, Lingard 
took the opening kickoff at his own 
14-yard line and dashed through 
defenders for an 86-yard kickoff 
return, giving the Pointers a 7-0 lead 
just 13 seconds into the game.

At inopportune times, the Pointer 
offense sputtered during the game, 
one drive ending with a 45-yard field 
goal attempt by placekicker Cleator 
that had extra distance but was wide 
by a narrow margin. The second 
Pointer touchdown came on a pass 
from Watson to Aiden Walsh. This 
time the holder mishandled the PAT 
snap and Cleator, attempting to run a 
two-point conversion, injured his leg 
when tackled.

The Pointers took their 13-0 lead 
into the second half, but the game 
became tense when the Mustangs 
scored to move within 13-7.

The Mustangs appeared to be 
headed for a go-ahead touchdown. At 
one point, their receiver Elijah Jordan 
grabbed a pass over the middle and 
broke free down the sideline before a 
touchdown-saving tackle ended the 
56-yard play. But the Mustangs were 
done-in by penalties and errors.

When Pointer running back Isaiah 
Standley pushed through a pile 
of bodies into the end zone mid-
way through the fourth quarter the 

Pointers boosted the margin to 20-7 
on a PAT by backup kicker Josyah 
Orozco.

To say the Pointers "held on" from 
this point would be accurate – the 
offensive line was whistled for several 

holding penalties late in the game but 
the Mustangs' late score proved too 
little, too late.

Pointers head coach Ryan Price was 
relieved after warning his players not 
to look past the Mustangs after their 
big win at Leuzinger.

"The game was not as clean as we 
wanted it to be," Price said. "We had 
some questionable calls and missed 
executions all the way around. I was 
telling our guys all week not to take 
them too lightly. They are a well-
coached team. We did enough, but it's 
not where we want (our game) to be."

EXTRA POINTS
The Pointer JV is also 2-0 after win-

ning against Coastal Academy (55-0) 
and Otay Ranch (21-13). The fresh-
man team is 2-0 after winning over 
Eastlake (20-0) and Otay Ranch (19-
6). After La Jolla, the Pointers trot 
home for games against Grossmont 
(Sept. 11) and homecoming against 
Del Norte (Sept. 18).

Pointers win first two, will play La Jolla for ‘The Shoe’

A trio of Pointer defenders are unable to 
prevent a pass completion by an Otay 
Ranch receiver during last week's game, a 
20-14 home opener win. (Photo by Scott 
Hopkins/Special for Times of San Diego)

 Defensive end Luke Gustafson deflects a 
pass attempt by Otay Ranch's QB during 
the Pointers' 20-14 win in their home 
opener. (Photo by Scott Hopkins/Special 
for Times of San Diego)
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2 story condo featuring numerous updates & modern 
renovations throughout. Ideally located in the heart of Chula 
Vista. Just a short stroll from local schools, popular restaurants 
& shopping. Explore the nearby bayfront, home to the new 
resort & convention center. Unit includes washer /dryer 
hookups ,fireplace,1 assigned carport space, private patio, 
community pool, etc. Don't miss this great opportunity!
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Coldwell Banker Realty
858-750-8144
Donna.Dupont@camoves.com

donnadupont.com

NEW LISTING
550 Park Way, Unit 8 • Chula Vista

2BR • 1.5BA
Offered at $462,000
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By Dave Schwab
TIMES OF SAN DIEGO

POINT LOMA – The fourth annual 
Sunset Cliffs Auto Show is roar-
ing to the coast Saturday, Sept. 12, 
for a community celebration and 
fundraiser.

Built around a vehicle exhibition, 
this family-friendly free event, pre-
sented by The Inn at Sunset Cliffs and 
Hodads OB, will take place from 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m. on Point Loma Avenue 
and Sunset Cliffs Boulevard.

Festivities will kick off with a pan-
cake breakfast from 8-11 a.m. at 
Sunset Cliffs Boulevard and Point 
Loma Avenue, sponsored by Ocean 
Beach Community Foundation. 

Breakfast tickets cost $20 for adults 
and $12 for kids and include pan-
cakes hot off the griddle, sausage, 
fruit, orange juice, and coffee. 

This year’s auto show will showcase 
115 vehicles of all types. The event 
includes live music, food trucks, 
merchandise vendors, raffle prizes, a 

3-Point Competition, after-parties, 
and exciting activities for all ages, 
transforming the neighborhood into 
a festive outdoor get-together.

“I came up with the idea about 10 
years ago. It was always something 
I wanted to do,” said Gavin Fleming, 
owner-manager of The Inn At Sunset 
Cliffs, about the event’s origin. “The 
first time we said, ‘Let’s just try it.’ 
After that it’s just been a success.”

This year’s roster of more than 100 
vehicles, separated into 12 judged 
categories, will include second- and 
third-place winners for vehicles as 
early as the 1900s to 2026. Hodad’s 
unmistakably decal-covered van will 
be one of the more unorthodox vehi-
cles displayed.

New this year is Ocean Beach 
Community Foundation's annual 
breakfast, a longtime community 
tradition which got displaced from 
Ocean Beach Pier after its permanent 
closure due to structural damage from 
age and winter storms.

Fleming said last year's auto show 
drew some 2,000 guests, adding that 
the event has been growing in notori-
ety each year. Live music at this year’s 
car show will be supplied by The juke$ 
Blues Group from Oceanside and 
beach rock/reggae band Sandollar.

There will also be some surprises 
at the show. “We’ll have a few vehi-
cles that have been in the movies,” 
Fleming added.

As for the future of the Sunset Cliffs 
Auto Show, Fleming said: “It’s only 
going to get bigger. But we want to 
keep the focus on the community. We 
want people to come on out and have 
a good time.”

Fleming added, “This year’s vehi-
cles are jaw-dropping,"

Event proceeds are donated back 
into the community, including 
groups like Ocean Beach MainStreet 
Association, the community’s busi-
ness improvement district.

Sunset Cliffs Auto Show to showcase 115 vintage vehicles

Aerial view of last year’s Sunset Cliffs Auto 
Show. (Photo courtesy of Gavin Fleming/
The Inn at Sunset Cliffs)

SUNSET CLIFFS 
AUTO SHOW

When: Saturday, Sept. 12 from 10 

a.m. to 3 p.m.  

Where: Point Loma Avenue and 

Sunset Cliffs Boulevard.
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JUST SOLD
1st AGENT AT COLDWELL 
BANKER IN POINT LOMA/OB
SINCE 1987

13662  Nogales Dr
5 BR 6 BA 2 CAR GAR

$4,250,000

Download POINT LOMA REAL ESTATE Always stay up to date! 

(619) 226-TAMI (8264) office  (619) 980-8264 cell
DRE#01000767 
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Tami Fuller & Associates

WEST

POINT LOMA 3BR|3BA                               $1,200,000
Experience elevated living in the heart of Liberty Station! Move-in-ready 
3-bedroom, 3-bath townhome featuring wood floors, plantation shutters, a 
chef's kitchen with Thermador/JennAir appliances, renovated primary bath, 
custom fireplace, private balcony, finished garage, and quality upgrades 
throughout. Walk to Liberty Public Market, Trader Joe's, cafés, restaurants, 
shops, entertainment, and waterfront trails. Minutes from downtown San Diego, 
San Diego International Airport, golf, and the bay. VA Approved!

Tami@TamiFuller.com |  www.TamiFuller.com 

POINT LOMA 4BR|5.5BA                                 $3,499,000
Beautifully renovated La Playa coastal retreat on a spacious corner lot just 2 
blocks from Kellogg’s Beach! This 3-bedroom + optional 1-bedroom, 5.5-bath 
home showcases exceptional bay views, an open-concept great room, multiple 
view decks/patios, and a spa-like primary suite. The lower level offers an 
exceptional private oversized GUEST SUITE located on the ground level, no 
stairs, complete with its own kitchen, laundry & TWO full bathrooms. This 
versatile space provides an ideal retreat for guests, extended family, or those 
seeking a private and comfortable living area within the home. Attached 2 car 
garage plus a large storage room, perfect for a wine cellar, gym or art studio!

PACIFIC BEACH 1BR                                $515,000
Remodeled 1-bedroom, 1-bathroom condo in the heart of Pacific Beach! TWO 
DEEDED PARKING SPACES!!! Quietly located toward the back of the complex, 
away from Grand Ave. Beautifully updated with fresh paint, new cabinetry, 
appliances, lighting, flooring, windows, custom blinds & popcorn ceiling 
removed. Open-concept living with a romantic fireplace, spacious oversized 
private patio & lots of storage. Enjoy the community pool & spa, with shopping, 
dining, recreation, Mission Bay High School & Golf Course just minutes away! 
Move-in ready and perfect for coastal living!

CLAIREMONT 3BR|2.5BA                                 $1,695,000
This beautifully rebuilt, single-level 3BD/2.5BA home sits on a desirable canyon 
lot with 1,864 SF of stylish living on a 13,100 SF (.3-acre) lot! The open-concept 
floor plan connects the living, dining, & kitchen areas. The updated kitchen 
features sleek cabinetry & stainless appliances. Spacious primary suite offers 
backyard access, private deck, walk-in closet & beautifully appointed bath. All 
three bedrooms are generously sized. Private backyard with artificial turf! A 1-car 
garage and 3-car driveway provide convenient parking and storage. A wonderful 
blend of modern style, functionality, and quintessential San Diego living!
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By Dave Schwab
TIMES OF SAN DIEGO

POINT LOMA – Muralist Sarah 
Stieber’s colorful and thought-provok-
ing works seem to explode off the wall 
and straight into your brain.

But in the case of her most recent mural 
at 1053 Rosecrans St., the fully clothed, 
sunglass-wearing, sneaker-clad female 
subject seems to be comfortably gliding 
carefree alongside you underwater.

The untitled work was commissioned 
by the Point Loma Association, a com-
munity nonprofit.

Stieber has another previously painted 
airport-themed mural titled “Sky’s 
The Limit” adorning the outside of the 
Monsaraz Hotel on Rosecrans Street.

Times of San Diego caught up with 
Stieber recently while she was putting 
the final touches on her latest work, a 
submerged swimmer on the side of a 
building that houses the Little House of 
Flowers business and the Realty office 
of Diane Sullivan and Anne Herrin.

Sullivan and Herrin’s Realty office is 

currently hosting a pop-up gallery of 
Stieber’s multi-faceted art creations 
now through September. A special com-
munity Gallery + Mural Walkabout fea-
turing Stieber’s inspiring art is set for 
Sunday, Sept. 20.

Stieber spoke of what's involved in 
her artwork process. “When a commu-
nity comes to me to do a mural, it ends 
up being a very collaborative process,” 
she said, noting all of her murals are 

“totally different” and “unique” while 
adding that her goal "is to make it (art) 
reflective and tailored specifically for 
the community.”

Toward that end, Stieber did her 
homework with this mural by canvass-
ing the neighborhood, soliciting locals' 
opinions about what mattered to them. 

“What I gathered is that this is a really 
beautiful, upscale waterfront neigh-
borhood and that Point Loma loves that 
beachy feel," Stieber said. “They’re not 
about swimming pools – they want the 
ocean, want to be swimming there. So, 
I came up with this concept that would 
encapsulate all the things they wanted.”

Because the Point Loma Association 
and the community were already famil-
iar with her work, Stieber noted they 
trusted her judgment in choosing and 
articulating her latest community 
mural’s theme.

Stieber has always loved art and was 
always encouraged by her family to 
pursue it despite the difficulties of mak-
ing a living doing it as a profession. “My 

first-ever mural was created in 2018,” 
she said, adding she’s spent three very 
intense weeks working every day on this 
latest mural, which is the very first one 
she’s done with spray paint. 

“It’s a labor of love, but I’m so happy 
with it,” she said.

About her work philosophy, Stieber 
noted, “If art can’t make you think, or 
give you a different perspective or give 
you a scene to throw yourself into – 
what’s the point?”

Asked what advice she’d give to aspir-
ing muralists, or artists in general, 
Stieber said: “So many people let the 
fear of failure stop them before they 
even get started. So, I really encour-
age people to adopt a growth mindset. 
Consider failures to be just another 
learning opportunity and fake it till you 
make it.

“My philosophy in art and in life is that 
every opportunity is just invented by 
someone: It may as well just be invented 
by you. Artists can absolutely take that 
on. Get after it. Don’t be afraid.”

New whimsical mural floats onto Rosecrans Street

Artist Sarah Stieber works on her mural 
at 1053 Rosecrans St. (Photo courtesy of 
Sarah Stieber) 



Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527365. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed 

exclusions apply. Home must qualify under Compass Concierge guidelines. Upfront cost will be repaid out of the proceeds of the sale.

Team Bennett + Bennett

Kevin and Cortney Bennett,
Madison Cardoza, Andrew Spathas
619.929.6858 | teambennett@compass.com

DRE 01948696 | DRE 01382469 | DRE 02109817 | DRE 02028929

47 7 1 +4769  NEWPORT
OCEAN BEACH  |  T WO RES IDENCES  |  3 , 030  TOTAL  SF

4  BD  +  OFF ICE  |  3  BA  |  T WO PR IVATE  GAR AGES

D I ST INCT IVE  ARCH ITECTURE .  T WO PR IVATE  RES IDENCES .  THE  HEART  OF  OCEAN  BEACH .

RES IDENCE  T WORES IDENCE  ONE

PENINSULA BEACON16 September 4, 2026timesofsandiego.com


