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AND CAMARADERIE AT BRANDON
BOB EVANS' BOB'S VETS

The  crowd
musters at 7 [
in the morn- §
ing, just as the #
sun begins to g
heat the Bran-
don landscape
surrounding
the Bob Evans
restaurant  at
10119 Horace
Ave. in Tampa,
just west of the
Interstate 75
and State Road
60 interchange.

What distinguishes
this group of early-ris-
ing diners is that they
share an affinity for
uniformed service in
the United States mil-
itary, whether they're
active-duty members,
veterans, retirees, fam-
ily members or com-
munity supporters, and
they gather to share a
collective experience in a welcoming envi-
ronment.

There is no formal membership nor a
requirement to pay dues, and it is a non-
partisan assembly where petty distractions
of political ideology and dogma are avoid-
ed in favor of creating and strengthening
connections. Besides being an opportunity
to share stories of service, the breakfasts
also provide a conduit for essential infor-
mation delivered by guest speakers from
relevant agencies and organizations, as
well as elected officials and political can-
didates looking to connect with the area’s
large veteran community.

Whatever the message of the day may
be, everyone with a military connection is
welcome to hear it, according to KeishaMa-
rie Douglas, one of the Brandon Bob's Vets
facilitators.

>

w o
cg L
T IE:
a220F
POk
pifiz
o®? <uw
=) s0o
o
= £
2 6
(=
w o
N =
¢£U
x 8
O w
w o
o.
kel
4
k7
o
= O O
g2
259
OEm
2=t
o5 8
2S5
oN >

Bobs Vets events have become an essential stop for those who
want to connect with the local military community, such as
government officials and political candidates like Bea Valenti, a
Republican candidate for Floridas 14th Congressional District
who attended a recent Brandon Bob’s Vels breakfast.

“"Wheth-
er  someone
| served  for
four years or
thirty, wheth-
er they're
newly tran-
sitioned  or
have been out
for decades,
everyone s
welcome. Our
goal is simple:
No one should
have to nav-
igate civilian
life alone,” she wrote
in an email. She added,
“People can simply show
up, enjoy breakfast, meet
great people and become
part of a community that
truly cares about one an-
other.”

You can learn more
about the Brandon meet-
ups of Bob's Vets by visit-
ing the group’'s Facebook
page, Bobsvetsbrandonfl.

Bob's Vets is open to everyone, and Doug-
las, who is an Air Force veteran, said she
is also establishing a nonprofit organization
with a specific group of veterans in mind.

“"Veteran WingWomen Organization was
created to address the unique experiences
and challenges many women veterans face.
Together, T hope both organizations con-
tinue strengthening the veteran communi-
ty by ensuring no veteran feels isolated or
forgotten.”

Hosting Bob's Vets groups is among the
ways Bob Evans restaurants support the
warrior class, highlighted by the company’s
tradition of offering complimentary menu
items to veterans on Veterans Day and
partnering with organizations like the USO.
The restaurant chain's namesake founder
served in the Army during World War II.

ECHO welcomes new leadership: Iris S. Thurman has been named the new
CEO of ECHO (Emergency Care Help Organization). Thurman brings
extensive experience in nonprofit leadership, health care management and
community engagement. See full story on Page 3.

CELEBRATING 24 YEARS OF PUBLISHING POSITIVE COMMUNITY NEWS

VETERANS FIND WEEKLY SUPPORT

MONTHLY MAGIC SHOW DEBUTS AT
BRANDON PERFORMING ARTS

By Brad Stager

Get ready to ex-
perience a night of
magic, comedy and
illusion ~ with  the
seemingly impossible
tricks of Vic Vega.

On the first Mon-
day night of every
month at Brandon
Performing Arts' new
location, Vega will
team up with anoth- &
er magical performer
for an entertainment
experience you can't
find anywhere else in
the area.

On July 6, Vega,
along with magician
Sterling Steel, opened
the show with a Las
Vegas-style light
show featuring mu-
sic, misdirection, au-
dience participation
and jaw-dropping
illusions that kept
the crowd guess-
ing throughout the
evening. The fami-
ly-friendly perfor-
mances are designed
to entertain audienc-
es of all ages while
showcasing a differ-
ent style of magic
each month.

Vega said, "Our
goal is simple: create
the best Monday night in Brandon. Every
month, audiences will experience a differ-
ent headline magician, incredible illusions,
comedy and surprises in an intimate the-
ater where everyone feels like part of the
show. There's something special about live
magic — you can watch on television, but
nothing compares to sitting just a few feet
away and witnessing the impossible hap-
pen right in front of you. That's the expe-
rience we're creating with Monday Night
Magic at Brandon Performing Arts.”

Upcoming performance lineups include
Orlando Hernandez on August 3, Laurence
Frances on September 7, The Delusion-
ists on October 5 and James Chartier on

Experience the impossible happening right
in front of you with Vic Vega and his guest
magicians.

Staff Report

November 2. Sales are
limited, and advance

ticket purchase s
strongly recommend-
ed.

Camille Hashem,

co-founder of Brandon
Performing Arts, said,
"We're looking forward
to making Monday
Night Magic a tradition
in Brandon and con-
tinuing to bring world-
class performers to our
stage every first Mon-
day of the month. We
can't wait for everyone
~ to see the guest magi-
cians coming up.”
g The new location of
Brandon  Performing
Arts, home of the Mac-
beth and Cheese Play-
house, is located at 225 E. Brandon Blvd.
in Brandon. The venue offers an intimate
setting where audiences can experience
live theater, comedy and specialty per-
formances throughout the year. For more
information, visit https://macbethand-
cheese.com/
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WEEKENDS JUST GOT BETTER.
ALL YOUR FAVORITES & MORE!

Pistachio Pancakes

Savory Classics - Sweet Treats
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One of the Last Local Private Practices

Doctor-owned. Locally operated. No corporate influence.

“_____,L/ *K%—/ . 4‘

BRIDGES DENTAL

LAURA COYLE BRIDGES, D.M.D.

4316 New River Hills Parkway
Valrico, FL 33596

(@ 813-654-3399 )

www.bridgesdental.com

Patients With Dental Insurance

FREE Exam & X-Rays
PLUS $250 Credit Toward Treatment

Applied to crowns, bridges, implants, Invisalign, or
restorative care. We will waive any out-of-pocket
expense your insurance does not cover for the exam
and X-rays.

*With this coupon. Not valid with other offers or prior services.
Treatment credit valid on procedures $1,000+. Expires 7/31/2026

$99 New Patient Package
(Exam - X-Rays - Healthy Mouth Cleaning)

PLUS $99 Future Treatment Credit

Credit may be applied toward any future treatment.

With this coupon. Not valid with use of our wellness plan or prior
services. Expires 7/31/2026

] _ , ] Dr. Caroline Dau | Dr. Laura Bridges
Proudly accepting the following dental insurance providers:

» Aetna » Assurant PPO » Connection Dental « GEHA * MetlLife » Principal
» Ameritas » Cigna « Blue Cross Blue Shield  Delta Dental » Guardian * Premier

The patient and any other person responsible for payment has a right to refuse to pay, cancel payment, or be reimbused for payment for any other service, examination, or treatment
that is performed as a result of and within 72 hours of responding to the advertisement for the free, discounted fee, or reduced fee service, examination, or treatment.

Birthday
[ Ame

813.438.596C Personal Injury Cases

FREE CONSULTATIONS
NEEDREED.COM Auto Accidents * Slip and Fall

101 E. Lumsden Road Boating Accidents * Dog Bites
Brandon, FL 33511 Wrongful Death * Motorcycles
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PRECISION HEALTH MD BRANDON
CELEBRATES GRAND OPENING

Brandon/Winthrop Edition
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ECHO WELCOMES IRIS S. THURMAN
AS NEW CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Staff Report

Staff Report

The Bran- | L cine physi-
don Riverview = cian  with
Chamber  of & SiXx  years
Commerce pGess § of hospital
proudly  cel- medicine
ebrated  the experience.
grand opening The practice
of  Precision § focuses on
Health MD treating the
with an official whole per-
ribbon-cutting son — not
ceremony on just  symp-
June 12, wel- Drd;lshikK.Soni adreses ues;‘s atients, ad communilead toms — and
coming the ersatthegmndopgiingojeprecisionHealthMD. offers com-
new primary prehensive

care practice to the Brandon business com-
munity.

Members, guests and community leaders
gathered to commemorate the occasion
while enjoying refreshments, networking
opportunities and raffle prizes. The event
highlighted Precision Health MD's com-
mitment to providing compassionate, pa-
tient-centered health care focused on pre-
vention, trust and long-term wellness.

Brandon Riverview Chamber President
Amber Aaron welcomed attendees and
thanked everyone for supporting this ex-
citing new business. Dr. Ashik K. Soni, M.D.,
M.PH., founder of Precision Health MD,
shared his vision for bringing personalized,
quality health care to Brandon and creating
meaningful relationships with patients built
on trust and compassionate care. As part
of the celebration, BRCC Ambassador and
2026 Honorary Mayor of Brandon River-
view Abraham Agosto presented a special
proclamation officially declaring June 12 as
Precision Health MD Day, recognizing the
practice’s commitment to improving the
health and well-being of the community.

Located at 1017 Professional Park Dr.
in Brandon, Precision Health MD is led by
Dr. Soni, a board-certified internal medi-

adult primary care, preventive screenings,
wellness exams, chronic disease manage-
ment, acute sick visits, care coordination
and same-day or next-day appointments.

Precision Health MD places a special em-
phasis on serving adults ages 65 and older,
providing ongoing support and manage-
ment for chronic conditions including dia-
betes, hypertension, heart disease, COPD,
asthma and other complex health needs.
Through a welcoming environment and a
patient-centered approach, the practice
strives to ensure every patient feels heard,
supported and cared for.

“Small businesses and health care pro-
viders play a vital role in the strength of our
community,” said Aaron. "We are excited to
welcome Precision Health MD to Brandon
and look forward to seeing Dr. Soni and his
team make a lasting impact through their
commitment to compassionate, personal-
ized care.”

The Brandon Riverview Chamber of
Commerce congratulates Dr. Soni and the
entire Precision Health MD team on their
grand opening and extends its best wishes
for continued growth and success.

For more information, visit the office
website at www.precisionhealthmd.org.

CHANGE A LIFE

Join the
Florida Guardian ad Litem Office Team
and impact the future of a local abused,
abandoned, or neglected child.

One carlng, consistent adult
can make all the difference.

Could that be YOU?

How to Get Involved:

www.guardianadlitem.org

ECHO (Emergency Care
Help Organization) is proud
to announce Iris S. Thur-
man as its new CEO, mark-
ing an exciting new chapter
for the organization while
reaffirming its unwavering
commitment to serving
neighbors in crisis through-
out Eastern Hillsborough
County.

As ECHO continues nav-
igating change and con-
tinuing support, the orga-
nization's mission remains
unchanged. For nearly four
decades, ECHO has provid-
ed emergency food, clothing and life-stabi-
lizing resources while helping individuals and
families Bridge the Gap Between Crisis and
Stability. Under Thurman's leadership, ECHO
will continue building on this strong founda-
tion by expanding community partnerships,
strengthening programs and increasing its
impact for the thousands of neighbors who
rely on its services each year.

"ECHO's mission has always been about
people,” said Thurman. "I am honored to
lead an organization that has served our
community for nearly 40 years. Together
with our dedicated staff, volunteers, donors
and community partners, we will continue
empowering neighbors in crisis by providing
hope, resources and pathways to long-term
stability.”

An accomplished nonprofit executive,
author, certified professional life coach, mo-
tivational speaker and founder, Thurman
is dedicated to transforming lives through
strategic leadership, emotional wellness and
community impact.

A native of Miami, Thurman relocated
to Tampa at the age of 10 with her moth-
er and three siblings. As a divorced mother

Iris S. Thurman

of four adult sons, she
earned both a Bachelor
of Arts in business man-
agement and a Master
of Business Adminis-
tration in health care
management from the
University of Phoenix,
demonstrating the re-
silience and determi-
nation that continue to
define her leadership.

As chief executive of-
ficer of ECHO, Thurman
leads the organization's
mission of empower-
ing neighbors in crisis
by providing emergency assistance and
pathways to long-term stability for families
throughout Hillshorough County. Her leader-
ship focuses on strategic growth, commu-
nity partnerships, organizational excellence
and expanding ECHO's impact across the
region.

In addition to her role at ECHO, Thurman
is the founder of Urlinked Enterprises, LLC,
doing business as IS Transformation Coach-
ing, and Urlinked Charities Inc., home of the
I AM ME Movement. Through these organi-
zations, she equips individuals with the tools,
resources and mindset needed to heal, grow
and thrive. Her work spans emotional well-
ness, leadership development, youth em-
powerment, community engagement and
transformational coaching.

While ECHO enters a new season of
leadership, its promise to the community
remains steadfast. Yesterday, today and to-
morrow, ECHO will continue to provide com-
passionate support, essential resources and
opportunities that help families move from
crisis toward long-term stability.

For more information, visit the website at
www.echofl.org.

Daley & Associates

PrlmeMed of Tampa Bay

o)
Sk|n Health & Wellness
Energy Rejuvenation

Hair Loss Solutions
Sexual Health & Wellness

Andrew Daley, MD
Internal Medicine

813-530-0903
631 W. Lumsden Rd, Brandon, FL 33511

Careglp.carevalidate.com/Partner/daley-life-wellness
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AWARD-WINNING STRANDHILL PUBLIC
INTRODUCES NEW BRUNCH MENU

By Emily Harper
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HCA FLORIDA BRANDON HOSPITAL HOSTS

Staff Report

Strandhill
Public is a lo-
cally owned

restaurant that
pays tribute to
traditional Irish
cuisine and the
charm of an
Irish pub. At
this restaurant, &
you can expect
great food, ex-
cellent cocktails,
and warm hospi-
tality while be-
ing surrounded
by Irish culture.

Owner  Rory
Martin is orig-
inally from a
small coastal p
village in north-
west Ireland
called Strandhill. §

During his child- - o - ﬂ _:"‘

hood, he spent SN B
his time surfing
and learning the =—
ropes of running a pub from his parents.
In Strandhill, Martin lived above the fami-
ly pub, owned by his parents. He said, "The
pub was truly an extension of our home."

When first moving to the United States,
Martin worked at some of the busiest bars
in New York City. Over time, he decided
to relocate and open a modern-day Irish
pub in Tampa. Today, Martin's restaurant
Strandhill Public honors his Irish roots
and his hometown Strandhill.

"I am very proud of what Strandhill
Public has become. I won the best burger
which is the Irish whiskey burger. I use
Creekstone Farm, grass fed beef, Dublin-
er cheddar, caramelized onions, bacon

and an Irish
whiskey BBQ
sauce. I use
two differ-
ent styles of
Irish  whiskey
to make the
1l sauce. Paddy's
Triple Distilled
and Connema-
ra Peated Irish
Whiskey,” said
Martin, speak-
ing about win-
ning  Tampa
Bay's No. 1
Burger.

In June,
Strandhill  Pub-
lic introduced
its new brunch
menu, offered on

Saturdays and

Sundays.  This

: : brunch menu
&L features  dish-

es such as the
Traditional Irish
Breakfast, Smash That Breakfast Burger,
Pistachio Chocolate Torte, along with a
variety of spritz cocktails.

In addition to the restaurant's outstand-
ing food, Strandhill Public has the largest
selection of Irish whiskey in the state of
Florida. Also, on Wednesdays guests can
enjoy half-price bottles of wine.

Strandhill Public has two locations, one
in Brandon, located at 10288 Causeway
Blvd. Tampa, FL 33619, and the other in
Tampa Heights, located at 309 W. Palm
Ave. Tampa, FL 33602.

To learn more about the restaurant and
view its extensive menu, visit online at
www.strandhillpublic.com.

Discover our pediatric ER.

ER4Children.com

HCA Florida Brandon Hospital recently
celebrated the opening of the new HCA Flor-
ida Brandon Medical Offices with a ribbon
cutting and tours of the 70,000-square-
foot medical office building. The building is
located at the corner of Moon Avenue and
Oakfield Drive, across the street from HCA
Florida Brandon Hospital, located at 119
Oakfield Dr. in Brandon.

"With the opening of this new medical
office building, HCA Florida vascular spe-
cialists and HCA Florida cardiac surgical
specialists will begin seeing patients in a
convenient location near HCA Florida Bran-
don Hospital,” said Laura Ehlen, vice presi-
dent of operations at HCA Florida Brandon
Hospital. "The building will continue to ex-
pand access to outpatient care and provide
dedicated space for our growing graduate
medical education program.”

The new medical office building reflects
Brandon Hospital's focus on helping pa-
tients access connected care close to home,
from hospital-based services to outpatient
follow-up and specialty care. Brandon Hos-
pital also has plans to construct a pedestri-
an bridge spanning Oakfield Drive that will
connect the new medical office building to
the hospital's main campus. The bridge will

OFFICE RIBBON CUTTING AND TOURS

provide a safer
and more con-
venient route
for patients,
physicians and
hospital staff
traveling be-
tween the two
¢ facilities, fur-
ther enhanc-
ing connectiv-
| ity across the
hospital's ex-
¥ panding cam-
pus.

The office building also serves as the
home of HCA Florida Brandon Hospital's
Graduate Medical Education (GME) pro-
gram, providing state-of-the-art technol-
ogy and dedicated learning environments
designed to support the next generation
of physicians. Brandon Hospital offers Ac-
creditation Council for Graduate Medical
Education (ACGME)-accredited training
programs in internal medicine, emergen-
cy medicine, obstetrics and gynecology,
pathology, transitional year, surgery, ad-
diction medicine, interventional cardiology
and cardiovascular disease. The hospital's
GME program currently includes nearly
200 residents and fellows.

The new GME space was thoughtful-
ly designed to enhance both education
and well-being, featuring advanced sim-
ulation laboratories where residents and
fellows can practice and refine clinical
skills in a realistic environment. Addition-
al amenities include modern classrooms,
collaborative office space, on-site sleep-
ing quarters, a fitness area and dedicated
spaces for relaxation and wellness, cre-
ating a comprehensive learning environ-
ment that supports academic excellence
and physician development.

Kids deserve care that feels made for them. Our pediatric ER offers child
friendly spaces and pediatric trained teams dedicated to help ease fear and
bring comfort. Open 24/7, we’re here with trusted emergency care to support
your child — and your family — when it matters most.

AdventHealth

for Children

A part of AdventHealth Tampa
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ESCAPE TO THE
EXTRAORDINARY

TICKETS ON SALE NOW

“ THE FLORIDA
ORCHESTRA

Michael Francis, Music Director

Support your
Florida Orchestra today
FloridaOrchestra.org/donate

FloridaOrchestra.org | 727.892.3337
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CHAMBER CELEBRATES GRAND
OPENING OF LMCU'S NEW BRANCH
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3 AREAS
FOR A YEAR

LASER HAIR
REMOVAL

$599

Call or text 813-344-5511

The Brandon
Riverview Cham-
ber of Com-
merce  proudly
celebrated  the §
grand opening of %8
Lake Michigan [pg
Credit  Union's
(LMCU) newest
branch in Valrico
with an official
ribbon-cutting 3
ceremony, wel- SHEN
coming commu- .
nity  members, “g
chamber leaders &
and local sup-
porters to commemorate the occasion.

LMCU is a member-focused financial
institution dedicated to helping indi-
viduals, families and businesses achieve
financial success. Built on a foundation
of trust and community investment,
LMCU continues to expand its presence
throughout Central Florida, now serving
the Tampa Bay region with 10 branches,
including its newest location in Valrico.

Brandon Riverview Chamber of Com-
merce President Amber Aaron wel-
comed guests and thanked everyone for
attending the celebration before intro-
ducing Mary Boyd, market leader and
vice president of LMCU. Boyd expressed
her appreciation for the warm com-
munity welcome and shared remarks
about the credit union's commitment to
providing exceptional financial services
while strengthening the communities it
serves.

Adding to the celebration, Brandon
Riverview Honorary Mayor and Cham-
ber Ambassador Abe Agosto presented
a special proclamation officially declar-
ing June 23 as LMCU Day, recognizing

Staff Report

the organization’s dedication to commu-
nity growth, financial empowerment and
local partnerships.

The new Valrico branch represents
another milestone in LMCU's continued
expansion and reinforces its mission of
making a positive impact through per-
sonalized financial solutions and mean-
ingful community involvement.The Bran-
don Riverview Chamber of Commerce
congratulates LMCU on the successful
opening of its new Valrico branch and
looks forward to seeing the positive im-
pact the organization will continue to
make throughout the community.

About Lake Michigan Credit Union

Lake Michigan Credit Union is a
full-service financial institution open to
everyone, offering personal and business
banking, mortgages, loans, investments
and financial services. With a commit-
ment to trust, exceptional member ser-
vice and community engagement, LMCU
helps individuals, families and business-
es achieve their financial goals while
investing in stronger local communities.

Visit www.Imcu.org.

Y Tt Ak e ) .._ﬂ
CHARCUTERIE BOARDS & '0‘!5‘:

Serving food all day. Menu-inspired. Crafted daily.

40 plus rotating craft brews on draft.

Like us on Facebook for updated specials and draft beer offerings.
Open 7 days a week @ 12pm

827 W Bloomingdale Ave, Brandon
813.655.4786
www.thesteinandvine.com

A wine-centric bar located in the heart of Brandon, FL.
Come enjoy a glass or bottle of wine with friends, neighbors
and family. Beautiful boards of cheese + charcuterie, along

with small plates will enhance your time at the bin +board.

807 W Bloomingdale Ave, Brandon
813.438.5252
www.binandboard.com




Rainfall can easily
be captured in a rain
barrel, a device used
to collect rainwater
mainly for landscape
irrigation.

One workshop at-

tendee said, "I like

using natural re-

sources that are free

and beneficial to the

environment. Capturing rainwater prevents
stormwater runoff which displaced the soil,
mulch and plants under my roofline.”

Benefits: Reduce potable (drinking) water
used for landscape irrigation; decrease ero-
sion, stormwater runoff and water source
pollution.

Facts: Oneinchofrainfromal,000-square-
foot roof yields 625 gallons. Considering our
50-53 inches of rainfall annually, we could
capture 31,000-plus gallons of rainwater.

Location: Locate the barrel near a down-
spout. If you do not have downspouts/gut-
ters, place the barrel under the area where
the roof forms a V.

Materials: Food-grade container/drum,

drill, 15/16-inch drill bit, brass boiler drain,
PVC cement and concrete blocks.
Platform stability: Two or four concrete

i%?fm Ine

The Same HHea'l.
Ambiance

ASSISTED LIVING & MEMORY CARE

PROUDLY PART OF THE PROVIDENCE SENIOR LIVING FAMILY.

The caring team and compassionate staff
residents and families know and trust remain
the same, now supported by experienced
local ownership dedicated to building a
meaningful community and Creating the Best
Day Possible for every resident—every day.

Ambiance at Brandon proudly offers Assisted
Living and Memory Care enhanced by
state-of-the-art technology, innovative safety
features, and personalized support designed
to provide comfort, connection, and peace of
mind for residents and families alike.

Call Jill or Bill at 813-607-6880 today to
schedule your personal tour and experience
the difference at Ambiance at Brandon.

recognized as a Tampa Bay Times Best of the Best
r for 6 consecutive years—including the most recent!
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GET THE DIRT:
RAIN HAS ARRIVED!

BY LYNN BARBER, URBAN HORTICULTURE AGENT

blocks placed horizontally un-
der a barrel work well. Do not
stand the blocks vertically. For
more than one layer of blocks,
stack in a crisscross pattern.
Make sure the ground under the
blocks is level and packed down.
This takes more time than any
of the other steps. One gallon
of  water
weighs 8.3
pounds, so a
full 55-gal-
lon rain bar-
rel weighs
456.5
pounds.
Instal-
lation:  To
transition
from  the
gutter/
downspout to the rain barrel opening, use a
cross piece of downspout material or a flex-
ible downspout extender.

Clean barrel prior to installation: Use a
green cleaning solution or one-eighth cup of
bleach and 5 gallons of water.

Painting: Before installation, prime the
barrel, then use outdoor acrylic paint. If you
don't prime the barrel before painting, use
paint specifically for plastic. After painting,
let it dry according to the directions; then
put one to two coats of polyurethane over
the paint for protection.

We offer rainwater harvesting workshops
on the first Saturday of the month from Feb-
ruary through November. Check our website
at https://sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/hillsborough/ for
dates/times.

Ceating the Best Day Possible

1320 Oakfield Drive // Brandon, FL 33511
813-607-6880 // Sales@ambiancebrandon.com

AmbianceBrandon.com
Assisted Living Facility #PENDING
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BACK 2 SCHOOL BASH COMING TO
COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS ON AUGUST 1

Staff Report

Families sistance.
from  across “The
Hillsborough Back 2
County are in- School Bash
vited to kick is much
off the new ) more than
school year »ﬁ P . { a school
at the 2026 -Saturday, Aug 1, 2026 - 9AM Noon {D supply give-
Back 2 SCh_OOI 9 Hillsborough County Fairgrounds away,i' or-
Bash, taking % 215 Sydney -Washer Rd * * ganizers
place on Sat- f = i?WHATSHAPPENlNG A said. “It’s
urday, August N » Backpack & School  © = &N opportu-
1, from 9 am.- - o _ @ Supply Giveaway nity for our
12 Noon at e ::::::'r';’:l”r"’::t';" community
the  Hillshor- L FER 100+ Vendors ¢ to come to-
ough  County : Kid Zone - Bounce House | gether and
Fairgrounds, - ;'::::;:':':;m - ensure every
located at 215 HulsbornughCountyPublu: child begins
Sydney Wash- g s - WS & ¥ -0 —--co--eceesiiosceniecieecis the  school
er Rd. in Dover. year  with

The  annu- confidence,
al  community | Presented by: 2 encourage-

outreach event |1 »
brings togeth-
er the Hills-
borough County Fair, Hillshorough County
Public Schools, local nonprofits, churches,
businesses and community partners with
one common goal: helping students begin
the school year prepared for success.

This free event will feature:

* A backpack and school supply giveaway
(while supplies last).

* Resources from Hillshorough County
Public Schools.

* More than 100 community vendors.

* Family-friendly activities.

* a kid zone and bounce houses.

¢ Information on educational and com-
munity support services.

Registration for the 2026 backpack give-
away will be walk-up only, making it easier
than ever for families in need to receive as-

Hillsborough County Fair = Hillsborough County Public Schools ment
+ Local Non-Profits « Churches » & Businesses d -

and
the resourc-
es they need
to succeed.”

Each year, thousands of children and
families attend the event, making it one of
the largest back-to-school outreach efforts
in Hillshorough County. In addition to re-
ceiving backpacks and school supplies, fam-
ilies can connect with organizations offer-
ing valuable educational, health and social
service resources.

Community members, businesses, church-
es and civic organizations are encouraged
to support the event through sponsorships,
school supply donations or volunteering.

Additional information, sponsorship op-
portunities, volunteer registration and a list
of needed school supplies are available at
www.hillshoroughcountyfair.com/p/back-
to-school-bash.

TRAVELING THIS SUMMER?

Before you
leave town,
make sure
that your
Will or Trust

is up to date.

CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR FREE CONSULTATION

ToM GALLO 2. %au,;wa,;r.,%

[=] ﬁ..."i*“‘k-i{%u.

proudly supports ma

2240 LITHIA CENTER LANE, VALRICO 33596
Thomas@TomGalloLaw.com

(813) 815-4529

Wills & Trusts - Probate - Guardianship - Elder Law - Asset Protection
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WINTHROP Professionals™
PRIVATE SHOPPING EVENTS & GIFT CARDS AVAILABLE | | " PROTECTION YOU CANTRUST"

1216 Winthrop Main Street
Riverview, FL 33578
Office: (813) 448-7580
southshoreins.com
michelle@southshoreins.com

2 Wish you
were here.

“Come in,
we're eating” ‘
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Breakfast
House
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Tampa | Brandon | Winthrop
www.himesbreakfasthouse.com
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HOMES FOR OUR TROOPS WELCOMES BLINDED ARMY VET TO HIS ADAPTED HOME

Army Sgt. 1st Class Aaron Cornelius
received the keys to a mortgage-free,
specially adapted custom home in Lith-
ia on June 13, becoming the recipient
of Homes For Our Troops’ (HFOT) 50th
home built and donated in Florida.

Cornelius was blinded in an IED blast
during his third combat deployment in
Iraq in 2008. The custom-built home is
designed to provide the safety, accessi-
bility and technology needed to help him
navigate the next chapter of his life with
greater independence.

The  milestone
home reflects the
mission of Homes
For Our Troops, a
nonprofit  organi- @
zation that builds
specially adapted &2
homes for severely *
injured  post-9/11
veterans. |

Built by Eliza-
beth Evans Cus- |
tom Homes, the &
residence was tai-
lored specifically ,
to Cornelius’ needs [
and incorporates a %$
variety of features
that make every-
day tasks safer and more accessible.

Features include a home automation
package with voice-activated controls,
smart locks, security cameras, smart
blinds and voice communication systems.
The home also includes driveway delin-
eators, tactile paving near the street, a
chair rail system, larger cabinet hard-
ware, magnetic door stops throughout,
smart appliances and an induction cook-
top equipped with built-in safety fea-
tures.

For Cornelius, the day marked the cul-
mination of nearly three years of plan-
ning and anticipation.

www.winfbropﬂ‘ com

NAIL & SPA

@winfbro[)ﬂ

By Brian Bokor

——= and challenge himself in new ways.

Repreﬁentatwes from Homec For Our Troops the community and neighbors gathered to welcome Army Sgt.
Ist Class Aaron Cornelius and his daughter Gabby to their new home in Lithia.

"It was kind of a lot of anxiety at first,
uncertainty,” Cornelius said. "But as
things got closer and closer, and coming
into the home and learning about every-
thing that's here and that's going to help
me, it settled everything and made me
more comfortable.”

“I think this is just going to be a bless-
ing moving forward,” he added. "I can be
at peace and help others in my life. I'm
just so excited about this place. It's in-
credible.”

One of the reasons Cornelius chose
Florida was to be closer to his daughter,
Gabby.

When asked what it means to
have family nearby as he enters
this new chapter, Cornelius said,
"It gives me more self-confi-
dence and comfort to move for-
ward.”

He added, "A big portion of
her is the reason why I changed my life
and refocused myself.”

Gabby said watching her father re-
ceive the home after years of waiting
was a special moment.

“T know he was a little nervous, but I
think he's super excited,” she said.

Asked which features she was most
excited about, Gabby pointed to the
home's safety and accessibility features.

“T think, for one, the security,” she said.
"And for two, the cooking features. He's
able to make more things for himself.”

Despite losing his sight, Cornelius has
continued to pursue an active lifestyle

WINTHROP

Small-Town Charm

"Since we spoke, I actually went to
Montana and skied down Big Sky Moun-
tain,” he said.

He is already preparing for his next
challenge.

"I'm getting ready to go up to Boston

and run a 5K,” Cornelius said.

The ceremony also featured a special
presentation of Ray-Ban Meta smart
glasses, which are now being made avail-
able to eligible legally blind veterans
through a newly announced partnership
between Meta and
the Blinded Veter-
ans Association. The
Al-powered glasses
can assist users by
o reading text, iden-
1 tifying objects, rec-
ognizing colors and
— helping with every-
day tasks through
voice commands.

Cornelius said he
expects the technol-
ogy to make a significant difference in
his daily life.

"I think it's going to be a wonderful ad-
dition,” he said. "I can read things myself.
I can see what color things are. I can
read money. It just opens up a big door
for me to do many things I used to do.”

Founded in 2004, Homes For Our
Troops builds specially adapted custom
homes to help injured post-9/11 veterans
rebuild their lives. The organization cur-
rently has 70 active projects nationwide,
including six in Florida, and recently ded-
icated its 441st home in El Paso, Texas.

As he prepares to settle into his new
home, Cornelius remains focused on the
future.

"I'm excited to move forward now with
this new chapter,” he said. "I'm just so
excited and blessed to have these tools
with me.”

ALTERATIONS

Posh Nail & Spa
Walk-in & Appointment Welcome

813-409-2003

6126 Winthrop Town Centre Ave
Mon-Wed 9:30-6:00 | Thurs, Fri 9:30-7:00
Sat 9:00 - 6:00 | Sunday Closed

VENUE RENTAL

Winthrop Barn Theatre
The place for ALL your events

Angela Harvey

Venue Director

813-650-3269

SERVER

Your CoMMUNITY NEWSPAPER

Connecting your business

to our readers

JANE OWEN

Brandon Advertising

541-405-5574

jowen@ospreyobserver.com
OspreyObserver.com

W ingFirss.

Do U Markel
New Seapen. Sarif
Qeober - May
New Vendors Welcomed!

by e Brmafion:

Discover the
Best of Italy

Indulge in authentic pasta dishes
and savory Italian entrées, prepared
with the freshest ingredients and
inspired by generations of culinary
tradition. Every bite delivers the rich
flavors of Italy.

22 228

813-986-6488
tuttotavola.com
6264 Winthrop Town Centre Ave
Riverview FL 33578

 Sew N’ Tell |

Alferaflons
One Stitch at a l'lvmeI

Contact Karen
813-681-8355
| sewntellQyahoo.com |
11252 Winthrop Main Street, Suite B




WINTHROP

Small-Town Charm

Carlos Pinedo
Realtor

BENCHMARK

Real Estate Agent

Riverview
Florida

Powered by Qg€ Reviews

Buying or Selling Your Home? PPN
CALL CARLOS PINEDO TODAY AT 813-659-5395 mml

BUYING = SELLING » LEASING
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

TENNIS SHOP
USRSA CERTIFIED STRINGER
MASTER RACQUET TECHNICIAN

*APPOINTMENTS FOR STRINGING
RACQUETS GLADLY ACCEPTED

A SHOP THAT KNOWS YOUR GAME! /

PLEASE CALL
(813) S71-1010 | ALSTENNISSHOP.COM
6026 WINTHROP TOWN CENTRE AVE. RIVERVIEW, FL 33578

MONDAY-FRIDAY 9:00 AM-5:30 PM
SATURDAY 9:00 AM-NOON
SUNDAY CLOSED

ACROPOLIS)

GREEK TAVERNA

RIVERVIEW'S
FAVORITE GREEK &
MEDITERRANEAN

RESTAURANT

ACROPOLIS GREEK TAVERNA, RIVERVIEW
6108 WINTHROP TOWN CENTRE AVE
813-654-2255
MENU: ACROPOLISTAVERNA.COM

MyndFix

STRATEGIES THAT HELP
YOU FEEL LIKE
YOURSELF AGAIN.

NANCY VAN AMAN, LCSW

813-684-5048
WWW.NANCYVANAMAN.COM
IN-PERSON AND TELEHEALTH

NEW CLIENTS WELCOME

Animal Care From
People Who Care.

Discover why our veterinary care is trusted by the local community:

& Easily book appointments online at any time.

= Open Saturday, because pets need care on weekends too.

& Proudly serving our community for over 20 years.
<% Urgent pet care available — for the unexpected moments needing
immediate attention.

¢ Fast, accurate results with our in-house lab and diagnostic tools.

Y
BRANDON LAKES

ANIMAL HOSPITAL

6151 Delancy Station St., Riverview, FL 33578
813-689-2207
brandonlakesanimalhospital.com

Se habla espafiol

2 WINTHROP
4. NATURAL
MEDICINE

A Whole Systems Healthcare Clinic

WE TREAT PEOPLE, NOT DISEASE
’H@M& aW{ al@ma&'\/@ Mw(ém
ié/f 7900// wftel@ Zafw@

DR. KYE PEVEN, AP, DSOM, ND MOLLY THELISDORT, ND, MAC

LOCATED IN WINTHROP, RIVERVIEW

WSHCARE.ORG/WINTHROP
WINTHROP@WSHCARE.ORG
CALL: 656-220-#145
TEXT: 656-218-4102
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ALL-NEW MONSTER JAM FREESTYLE
MANIA IS COMING TO TAMPA

Brandon/Winthrop Edition

GLORY DAYS GRILL CELEBRATES 30
YEARS OF FOOD, FUN & COMMUNITY

Volume 21, Issue 7

Staff Report By Libby Hopkins
Get ready for the petitions, while Glory ~ Days in your own liv-
summer event that FMX  bikes Grill & Sports ing room, Glory

will change every-
thing you thought
you knew about
freestyle — Mon-
ster Jam Freestyle
Mania. New event [
format for the first | =
time ever in Tampa, .
where Monster Jam
trucks team up with
freestyle motocross (FMX) bikes to deliver
gravity-defying skills and thrills. Cheer for
your favorite team with four action-packed
events at Benchmark International Are-
na from Friday through Sunday, August
14-16, as they pull off stunts you've never
seen before. The energy, the action and the
next-level thrills will keep you on the edge
of your seat. It's an adrenaline rush you can
only experience live.

Monster Jam Freestyle Mania features
one-of-a-kind FMX bikes for this epic team
competition, each with the bold, iconic look
of your favorite Monster Jam trucks, like
the legendary Grave Digger, El Toro Loco,
Sparkle Smash and more. It's all happening
at Monster Jam, where your outside voice is
allowed, and every big moment comes with
an even bigger smile. Monster Jam Freestyle
Mania — two times the freestyle action.
Full-send family fun!

Get ready for nonstop excitement as Tam-
pa roars to life with gravity-defying stunts,
heart-pounding races and plenty of big air.
The world's best Monster Jam drivers com-
bine forces with fearless FMX riders in an
eight-team lineup to wow the crowd with
big air jumps, crazy tricks and unbelievable
backflips. Teams look to take each overall
event championship title in five total com-
petitions. Monster Jam trucks go all out in
Racing, 2-Wheel Skills and Freestyle com-

How we work together:
Helping you reach your financial goals

BENCHMARK

INTERNATIONAL ARENA

face off in Best
Whip and Best
Trick competi-
tions. Fans will
be right in the
middle of the
action, helping
s to crown the
AUG 14 - 16 . Team  Event
B Champion as
they get to score the athletes in real time
based on their skills, stunts and saves.

The day of fun starts at the Monster Jam
Pit Party on both Saturday and Sunday,
your first stop for selfies with the trucks
and bikes, high fives and autographs from
drivers and riders and family-friendly activ-
ities. It's the perfect way to start a day of
adrenaline-charged fun, plus get an insid-
er's look at how these 12,000-pound trucks
are built to stand up to the competition.

These aren't just any athletes; they're
world-class male and female athletes
who have mastered controlling these
12,000-pound beasts and dynamic FMX
bikes. Whether pulling off insane backflips,
nailing crazy tricks and whips or in all-out
racing, these athletes are ready to wow
fans with the most mind-blowing live mo-
torsports action around.

Tickets for this event are on sale now at
www.ticketmaster.com. Advanced parking
passes are available at www.parkwhiz.com.
Visit www.benchmarkintlarena.com or call
813-301-2500 for more information.

For more detailed local info, please vis-
it the Tampa event page on www.mon-
sterjam.com. Follow Monster Jam on its
social media pages on Facebook, Insta-
gram and TikTok. Subscribe to the Monster
Jam YouTube Channel at www.youtube.
com/monsterjam.

L

My team and | will take the time to truly get to know you, since how we turn your vision into a reality is
very unique to you. I'll work with you to create a personalized financial strategy that includes advice,
tools and resources to help you achieve your financial goals.

I'll do this in three important steps:
1. Understanding what’s important to you
Your strategy should be personalized. So, before
I make a recommendation, we’ll work closely
together to understand what is mostimportant to
you, including your goals, comfort with risk and
how you'd prefer to work together.
2. Using an established process to build
your personalized financial strategies
| use an established 5-step Process, incorporating
what’s important to you, to develop a personalized
strategy using our advice, guidance and advanced
tools. Our 5-step Process helps me fully understand
what is mostimportant to you and then create a
personalized and actionable financial strategy.
3. Partnering together over time to help
keep you on track
Markets, interest rates and life’s priorities may
change, but our relationship and my commitment
to helping you achieve your goals won't. I'll make
sure I’'m with you every step of the way by:
* Providing regular reviews and updates
« Identifying timely risks and opportunities
* Helping you keep your emotions in check
during market volatility
» Helping you prepare for the unexpected

I believe that when it comes to your financial
strategy, you deserve a personal relationship and
professional advice. My goal is to help you achieve
your goals. That means focusing on the future you
see for yourself, building strategies just for you and
helping you stay on track by partnering together
over the long term.

It takes a team

When we develop your financial strategy, you're
backed by all of Edward Jones. Along with my
team, you have the expertise of our Investment
Policy Committee, our product review team and
research analysts behind you all the way.

These teams provide the guidance and
resources to help me:

» Develop afinancial strategy for your goals
+ Build your personalized investment portfolio

« Identify and address potential risks
and opportunities

Adam M benAbram

Financial Advisor
10312 W Bloomingdale Ave
Suite 105

Riverview, FL 33578
813-626-3052

www.edwardjones.com/adam-benabram

MKT-10674I-A-E-FL EXP 30 NOV 2027 © 2026 EDWARD D. JONES & CO., L.P. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. AECSPAD 29237640

House of Bran-
don is the per-
fect gathering
spot with a fun
atmosphere and
fresh, made-in-
house food for

Days Grill aims
to provide a
real, fun sports
experience with
our multitude
of  televisions
broadcasting

everyone, such sports  games
as different and other en-
jumbo  chick- tertainment.”

en wing styles With the
with  endless recent  World
flavorful sauc- Cup happening,
es, hand-craft- y agdz Glory Days had
ed burgers, all the games
fan-favorite GRILL being  shown
entrees like its at the Bran-
Fabulous  Fish don location,
Fry and limit- : with an out-
ed-time seasonal ¢ standing menu
offerings — all & ! to match the

at a value that'll
leave you feeling [
victorious. s —

"We just cele- o
brated our 30th g
anniversary this
past April," said
Jen Ulmer, chief marketing officer for
Glory Days. "We are going to celebrate all
year round, and we are thrilled the com-
munity is joining us in our celebrations.”

In 1996, Glory Days Grill began in
Burke, Virginia, and was founded by
Richard Danker, Robert Garner and Jeff
Newman. In 2023, the Florida franchise,
owned and run by Bob Basham, Outback
Steakhouse co-founder, purchased the
22 mid-Atlantic restaurants, bringing
together all Glory Days Grill locations
under one company with his brother,
original co-founder Richard Danker. To-
gether, Basham and Danker are excited
to be expanding the brand through the
Southeast region providing an appeal for
sports fans and families, serving quality
food in a fun atmosphere.

"Still to this day our focus is offer-
ing a family-friendly experience that is
welcoming of all ages, with a menu and
entertainment options that appeal to a
wide range of preferences,” Ulmer said.

E World Cup fes-
tivities.  "Our
limited-time
M tournament
menu celebrat-
ed the spirit of
the game with
globally inspired food pairings and se-
lect beverages sourced from around the
world,” Ulmer said. "We really wanted all
the countries that played in the World
Cup represented with our food and drink
selections.”

"At Glory Days Grill, we're proud to
support our local communities through
sponsorships and our Dining for Dollars
program,” Ulmer said. “"We believe in giv-
ing back and fostering strong relation-
ships with the neighborhoods we serve.”

Locally, Glory Days supports the Bran-
don Cowboys, Valrico High School, Arm-
wood High School and North Brandon
Little League.

"We also support our local heroes with
a 10 percent discount,” Ulmer said. "“Tun-
nels to Towers is another program Glory
Days supports in the Tampa Bay commu-
nity. T

It is located at 11310 Causeway Blvd.
in Brandon. Visit www.glorydaysgrill.
com/locations/fl-brandon/ for more in-

STORE MANAGER

Manage sales team budget. Monitor inventory. Coordinate marketing.

HS. 2 yrs experience in position related to business management.

Send Resume To:
European Flavors LLC, 648 Oakfield Drive, Brandon FL 33511

525
OFF

ANY FAN PURCHASE OF
£299* OR MORE!

MUST PRESENT COUPGN
Not valid with any other offers

Coupon Expires 08/15/26

Celebrating 45 Years of Staying Cool!
v In-Store Warranties v Parts & Services Available ¥ Locally Owned

Aria

DC Motor
WiFi Enabled
Light Included

Celebrate America’s 250th
Anniversary With Us!

dansfancity.com
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HIGH 5 INC. NEW COMPETITIVE
DIVE PROGRAM HAS NEW COACH

High 5 Div-
ing is excited
to announce
its brand-new
competitive
dive program.
This program [
welcomes j&
divers of all
ages and div-
ing abilities to
reach their full
potential.

ed into four —
groups where
divers will ==
practice with
others of similar skill levels to reach their
individual goals.

Leading the program is Head Coach Anjel
Clemente.

Clemente stated, "T want to create a very
inclusive and supportive community here at
High 5 where every athlete is measured for
success not by where they stand on a podi-
um but by their ability to grow as an indi-
vidual, face adversity and break their own
mental barriers.”

Clemente's passion for diving has been a
part of his life since he began the sport in
eighth grade. He continued mastering his
craft throughout high school and compet-
ed collegiately at Manchester University in
North Manchester, Indiana.

Throughout his time at the university,
Clemente set many school records, includ-
ing the six-dive record on 1-meter board,
the eleven-dive record on 1-meter board,
and the six-dive record on 3-meter board.
Furthermore, he was a two-time NCAA Re-
gional Championship finalist and finished his

Head Coach Anjel Clemente.

By Emily Harper

collegiate  career
~as an Academ-

ic All-American
= during his senior
Y year.

Recognized  for

his leadership and

Clemente was in-
| ducted into his
high school's hall of
fame in January for
soccer, diving and
track and field.
After moving
to the Tampa Bay
area, Clemente
served as the head
coach of Academy
at the Lakes (2022-25) and Cypress Creek
High School (2023-present). As a coach,
his athletes have broken over 30 combined
swimming and diving school records, and he
has qualified multiple athletes for the FH-
SAA State Championships.

“T love the sport of diving because to me it
is an art. Our ability to create, focus, control
and use our athleticism to create something
so beautiful while leaving people in awe at
the gracefulness has always been an art
form to me. Diving requires so much focus
and discipline and rewards with such beau-
tiful executions,” said Clemente.

To ensure each individual is placed in the
appropriate group, Clemente is conduct-
ing tryouts/evaluations based on inquiries
submitted through High 5's website. This
is a great opportunity for both families and
Clemente to meet and determine if the pro-
gram is the right fit.

To learn more about this program or to
submit an inquiry, visit https://high5inc.
org/diving/.

Santiaco EL ABocADO

J

I.aw Group

813-641-0010
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AUTO ACCIDENT/PERSONAL INJURY
WRONGFUL DEATH

WILLS & TRUSTS

PROBATE SERVICES
BUSINESS INCORPORATION
CIVIL LITIGATION

REAL ESTATE & TITLE

ACCIDENTES DE AUTO
MUERTE POR NEGLIGENCIA
TESTAMENTOS Y PODERES
GESTION SUCESORIA
CONSTITUCION DE EMPRESAS
LITIGIO CIVIL

BIENES RAICES Y TITULOS

306 N U.S. HWY 41, RUSKIN, FL 33570

TIME FOR ANOTHER

SUPER FAST

W —————— —— — — —

'|250/ OFF =)

IValldfor conventional and full s f}mthetlc oil changes. i
Not to be combined with any other offer.

I Only valid at Riverview FL - Boyette & CR 672 locations. Exp: 8/31/202-]
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$40 OFF

Any Air Condition Repair
Not to be combined with any other offer.

Only valid at Riverview FL - Boyette & CR 672 locations. Exp:8/31/2026 I

S

Lowest Pricing on
TIRES, MAINTENANCE & AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS J
10524 CR 672 | 813-499-0884 | NOW OPEN! i

11690 Boyette Rd, Riverview 1 813-499-9606
M-F: 8am - 6pm, Sat: 8am - 5pm, Sun: Closed |

f{- casterseals  ¥+NOW ENROLLING! #*

Schonl for Limitless Learning

TAMPA BAY AREA PRIVATE SCHOOL

Specializing in neurodiverse children from 6 weeks
to 2nd grade

Early Learning Program: 6 weeks - Pre-K Lower Elementary Program: K - 2nd Grade

easterseals

g s Florida
Schedule a Visit our
Tour Website

FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION

WWW.RJSLAWGROUP.COM
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GRAND OPENING OF NEW
MACBETH & CHEESE PLAYHOUSE

By Srishti Tripathi
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HGTV'S HOMETOWN DREAM TEAM
CELEBRATES SIXTH SEASON SUCCESS

By Libby Hopkins

The Brandon Riverview Chamber of Com-
merce proudly celebrated the grand opening
of the new MacBeth & Cheese Playhouse,
marking an exciting new chapter for Bran-
don Performing Arts Inc. and the local arts
community.

Chamber members, community leaders,
supporters and guests gathered to celebrate
the opening of the organization's expanded
performance space, which will serve as a
hub for live theater, entertainment and com-
munity engagement in the Brandon area.

Brandon Riverview Chamber of Com-
merce President Amber Aaron welcomed
attendees and thanked everyone for joining
the celebration before introducing MacBeth
& Cheese Playhouse co-founders Camille
‘C.J." Hashem and Amy Windle. Hashem
shared the organization's vision for its new
home, emphasizing its commitment to cre-
ating immersive, accessible and memorable
live theater experiences while expanding
opportunities for local performers and audi-
ences to connect through the arts.

Honorary Mayor of Brandon Riverview
and Brandon Riverview Chamber Ambas-
sador Abe Agosto of United Direct Lending
presented a special proclamation officially
declaring June 24 as MacBeth & Cheese

Plaiihouse Daii' recoinizini the orianiza- and is building a calendar including com-

tural community.

Brandon Per-
forming  Arts
Inc., doing busi-
ness as Mac-
Beth & Cheese
Playhouse, is
an all-volunteer
community the-
= ater dedicated to

| producing bold,
engaging stage
performances
throughout the Tampa Bay area. Known for
psychological thrillers, classic productions
and original adaptations, the organization
creates theatrical experiences designed to
immerse audiences in every performance.

The newly opened venue represents an
exciting expansion for the organization and
will offer far more than live theater. In ad-
dition to stage productions, the space will
host comedy shows, open-mic nights, act-
ing classes, special events and other com-
munity-centered programming, creating an
inclusive environment where creativity and
connection can thrive.

"The arts play an important role in bring-
ing communities together,” said Aaron. "We
are proud to celebrate MacBeth & Cheese
Playhouse as they expand their impact in
our community. Their passion for story-
telling, creativity and creating meaningful
experiences enriches the quality of life for
residents throughout the Tampa Bay area.”

For more information about MacBeth &
Cheese Playhouse, upcoming performanc-
es, and community events, visit its website
at https://macbethandcheese.com/ or fol-
low it on social media. The playhouse is lo-
cated at 225 E. Brandon Blvd. in Brandon

Brian and Mika Klein-
schmidt of Riverview met in
high school chorus class, but
they didn't become a couple
until years later after high
school. Mika spent a decade
working in the fitness industry
helping clients achieve their
personal goals, while Brian
went to attend the University
of Central Florida, where he
spent his spring breaks and
weekends volunteering for
Habitat for Humanity. He fell in
love with building homes as he
gained lots of hands-
on experience as well.
After graduation
he started flipping
homes on his own.

The 2008 housing
crash made a way
for Brian and Mika's
paths to cross. Since
the housing crash left
Brian unable to flip
homes, he started opening a chain of fitness
clubs. This led to him connecting Mika and
them becoming a couple, and a romance and
business were born. While Mika was becom-
ing one of the top realtors in the area, Brian
had the itch to get his hands dirty again with
construction.

"Life has been amazing and we have done
so much since we were in the fitness indus-
try,” Brian said.

The couple just wrapped up season six of
their HGTV show, 100 Day Dream Home.
Mika is also a mentor on the HGTV show
Battle on the Beach, which premiered in
June. Additionally, the couple has a local re-
alty company, Dirt 2 Design.

"We built this together from the ground

Brian and Mika Kleinschmidt are HGTV reality TV stars and

local real estate business owners. ) )
up,” Mika said.

"We are local
realtors in the
area, and we do
- a ton of proj-
ects with our
local communi-
ty. Most of the
things we do are
not on TV."

At Dirt 2
Design, their 'Dream-Design-Build-Start’
approach brings their clients’ entire real
estate journey together in one seamless ex-
perience. Whether it's helping them buy or
sell in the Tampa Bay area, designing spaces
that reflect their vision or building custom
homes with trusted local partners, the Klein-
schmidts are with their clients every step of
the way.

"With a personalized approach, strong lo-
cal connections and a commitment to excep-
tional service, we make it easy to turn your
ideas into reality and confidently take the
next step,” Brian said.

For more information, visit the website at
https://dirt2design.com/ or call 813-400-
3910.

TRUST LOCAL

Built By Our Family. Made For Yours.

Al

Call today to schedule your complimentary
consultation on a new custom swimming pool,
backyard renovation, or weekly maintenance!

AP

OOLSnet

CPC 1457589

Call Your Local Pool Experts!
Proudly Serving All Of
Hillsborough County!
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Wondering where YOU stand
with YOUR home equity?

SEETE

MOFe from
your home’s equity!

Turn your home’s
equity into

LENVIONADIE

Here's how to make
the most of it!

e PAY OFF DEBTS e HOME

IMPROVEMENTS
e EDUCATION e DOWN PAYMENT ON
EXPENSES NEXT PROPERTY
Scan here
for your
property
report
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Plant City Entertainment To Per-

form Oklahoma!

Journey to the wide-open plains of Ok/a-

homa!, where love blooms, rivalries spark
and a community learns what it means to
come together. With Rodgers and Ham-
merstein's iconic songs and unforgettable
characters, this musical brings heart, humor
and hope, fea-
turing  timeless
classics like "Oh,
What a Beauti-
ful Mornin',” “The
Surrey with the
Fringe on Top,”
T Cain't Say No"
and the title song,
“Oklahoma!”.

Join Plant City Entertainment Inc., locat-
ed at 101 N. Thomas St. in Plant City, where
‘the wind comes sweeping off the plains’ for
three weekends, from now through Sunday,
August 2. Tickets are available at its web-
site, www.plantcityentertainment.com.

Delta Delta Chapter Of Beta Sig-

ma Phi Meeting

The sisters of Delta Delta Chapter of
Beta Sigma Phi gathered on June 27 at the
home of Phyllis Bradbury in Plant City for
a thoughtfully planned brunch meeting. The
morning provided an opportunity for fellow-
ship, meaningful conversation and reflection
on the chapter’s ongoing mission.

In addition to enjoying a well-prepared

Brandon/Winthrop Edition

brunch, members focused on
planning for the year ahead.
Fundraising efforts were also a
key topic of discussion. Members
collaborated on developing practi-
cal and creative Ways and Means
projects to support their charita-
ble goals, demonstrating a contin-
ued commitment to community
engagement.

Delta Delta is one of several
Beta Sigma Phi chapters serving §
the Tampa Bay area. The organi-
zation welcomes women ages
18 and older who are interested
in building connections, personal
growth and community involve-
ment.

For more information

4

Baptist

or to inquire about mem-
bership, please contact
Julia Pickens at juliapick-
ens88@gmail.com.

Night Of Worship At First Baptist

Brandon

Join First Baptist Brandon for its annu-
al Night of Worship on Sunday, August 2, at
6 p.m. in the sanctuary. This year's theme,
Classics, will highlight beloved songs from
the history of First Baptist Brandon's choir
and orchestra ministry. Come be part of a
meaningful evening as we remember God's
faithfulness through the years and lift our
voices together in worship and praise.

First Baptist Brandon is located at 216 N.
Parsons Ave. in Brandon. Visit its website at
www.fhchrandon.org for additional infor-
mation and events.

Neil Waid, Mark A. Coté, ESE specialis
Baum, Principal Sara Schwanzl, Rick Anello, Steve Martinez
and Grand Knight Tim Ashcraft. (Photos by Neil Waid.)
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Knights From Mother Seton
Council Supports Lopez Excep-

tional Student Center
Lopez Exceptional Student Center

. provides developmental training for

eidi Meyer, Howard

children that are either physically or

I mentally challenged and unable to at-

tend class in a typical school environ-
ment. Through the use of physical, visual
and audio means, it is able to communi-
cate with and help these children lead a
more meaningful life. One of its newer
classrooms is set up like a home. There,
children, who are able, learn social skills,
such as using table utensils, setting a ta-
ble and washing dishes — simple every-
= day tasks that we take for
: granted but for them are a
challenge.

On June 16, Knights from
Mother Seton Council 6724
presented Sara Schwanzl,
principal of Lopez Excep-
tional Student Center, a
L check for $2726.10. This
¥ money was collected during
' three Council Tootsie Roll
Drives conducted this year

B ot local Publix stores.

WHERE THRIFTY SHOPPERS GO TO SAVE!

813-315-8210 | THRIFTYDEPOT.COM

Resort-Style Senior Livin

SET WITHIN 17 PRIVATE ACRES, OPENING FALL 2026

FIVE UNIQUE RESTAURANTS FEATURING LOCALLY SOURCED CUISINE

SPACES AND EXPERIENCES TO INSPIRE MEANINGFUL CONNECTIONS

Tampa

AN EXPERIENCE SENIOR LIVING COMMUNITY

INDEPENDENT LIVING | ASSISTED LIVING | MEMORY CARE

ALF license pending.

Visit Our Leasing Showroom

813-642-4021
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MOM TURNS TRAGEDY INTO HOPE WITH
NEW OVERDOSE SUPPORT GROUP

e 4

overdose.

Showneen Hall of Riverview got a call
on October 22, 2023, that no parent ever
wants to get. The call she got was to let
her know that her son, Walter Shumaker,
had died of an overdose. To make matters
worse, because Walter had been incarcer-
ated a few times in his life, she did not re-
ceive support from her community in her
time of need.

“After losing my son to fentanyl addic-
tion, my family and I were met with judg-
ment and stigma by the very community
that should have embraced us,” Hall said.
"The stress and harm caused by that treat-
ment deeply affected my health and con-
tributed to my suffering a heart attack.”

Hall's son was just 27 years old at the
time of his death.

Hall looked for support to help with her
grief and found Tonya Aber of Ohio's Face-
book post about an organization she start-
ed for families who were grieving the loss
of loved ones who passed from drug over-
doses.

w

Showneen Hall of Riverview lost her son, Walter Shumaker, on  those
October 22, 2023, at just 27 years old. He died from a fentanyl

By Libby Hopkins

Aber's nonprofit is called

4 Them We Fight, and its
mission is to love, support,
. advocate and educate vet-
N\ erans, addicts, those in re-
& covery, those with mental
¢ illness and anybody else
| who may need a voice.
i "We want to bring the
* veteran's story of their her-
& oism to the public, show
lost in addiction
through those in recovery
that hope is possible and
bring strength and love to
those who just feel beaten down,” Hall said.
"This is why I started a Tampa chapter of 4
Them We Fight.”

“We are here to remind parents, especial-
ly mothers of addicted angels, that it is OK
to not be OK,"” Hall said. "There is no shame
in loving a child who battled addiction, re-
gardless of their past or their record.”

Through 4 Them We Fight, Hall has be-
come a certified NARCAN provider and is
currently looking for local businesses that
would allow her to put free NARCAN boxes
at their locations to help raise awareness
about fentanyl overdose.

"NARCAN nasal spray competes with
opioids to bind with the same receptors in
the brain, reversing the effects of an opi-
oid overdose in two to three minutes,” Hall
said. "This can save lives.”

“T will be hosting support meetings once
a month, and they are free to attend,” Hall
said. "We are also looking for toiletry items
to be donated so we can give out toiletry

e FREE CONSULTATION!

WIGS & BLENDS

active men & women

CLEARWATER MALL
727-725-1052

CUSTOM HAIR

For the hair you’ve always wanted!

Since 1969

e EUROPEAN HUMAN HAIR TOPPERS,
* NON-SURGICAL BONDING options for

e Chemotherapy and Alopecia Specialists
e | argest In-Stock Selection in Tampa Bay
e Non-Surgical Hair Replacement for Men

THE LOOK YOU WANT, WITHOUT THE SOUTH TAMPA PRICE!

BRANDON
813-651-9484

56336-1

TAMPA
813-932-5327

customhairtampabay.com « APPOINTMENT ONLY PLEASE
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EASTERSEALS HOSTS INCLUSIVE
SUMMER CAMP FOR YOUNG LEARNERS

The  Easter-
seals School for
Limitless Learn- ==
ing is hosting its
summer program

e

designed for
young  neurodi-
verse  learners

and those with
other disabilities
in  kindergarten
through  second
grade.

The hands-on experience provides inter-
active STEAM-related (science, technology,
engineering, arts, mathematics) activities
for children to learn and grow in an inclusive,
supportive environment.

Easterseals Florida has served individuals
from all walks of life with all kinds of disabil-
ities across Florida since 1948. This includes
services such as workforce development,
early intervention, autism services, mental
health services and recreation and camps.
The school, located in the Bloomingdale
area, was founded in 2024.

Easterseals School for Limitless Learn-
ing's school administrator, Dr. Janine Stew-
art, heads both the school and the summer
camp programs.

“The summer program was created in
response to the need for meaningful, struc-
tured activities during the summer for spe-
cial needs children,” Dr. Stewart said.

According to Dr. Stewart, Hillshborough
county faces a growing need for specialized
education services, with 35,000 students, or
15 percent of the county population, needing
individualized education programs.

“We believe every child deserves mean-
ingful access to STEAM experiences, and we
provide the individualized supports to help
each camper succeed,” Dr. Stewart said.

By Chloe Wagner

The program
. currently has 22
» campers, but Dr.
| Stewart and the
.+ school have plans

L to expand the sum-
mer program to
hopefully accom-
modate more stu-
dents in the future.

Activities for the
- Al camp are thought
fully planned out with the support for each
child's various needs. It is designed to fos-
ter an environment in which the children
feel safe, understood and successful. Some
activities at the camp include sensory activ-
ities, themed crafts, STEM exploration, mu-
sic and movement, story time, outdoor play,
gross motor activities and imaginative play.

The most beloved tradition at camp are
the Friday Water Days, where campers end
their week with water-related festivities
such as sensory friendly water play, sprin-
klers, splash activities and outdoor fun.

"Because our campers are neurodiverse,
every child has different interests and sen-
sory preferences. Some love messy sensory
play, while others enjoy movement activities,
music, building, or hands-on exploration,” Dr.
Stewart said. "We intentionally offer a va-
riety of sensory rich experiences, so every
camper has opportunities to engage in ac-
tivities they enjoy.”

Easterseals School for Limitless Learning
is currently enrolling for its Early Learning
and Lower Elementary programs.

To learn more or to schedule a tour, visit
https://florida.easterseals.com/ or contact
Dr. Stewart at jstewart@esfl.org or 813-
236-5589. Easterseals School for Limit-
less Learning is located in Valrico at 2460
Bloomingdale Ave., Ste. 170.

Every

FAMILY

Big Night Events:
Join us for an exclusive dining experience featuring a different
region of Italy each month. Visit our website for details.

Luigiskitchentampa.com
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DANCING FOR A DIFFERENCE MARKS
10TH ANNIVERSARY WITH OPEN HOUSE

Dancing for a Dif-
ference (D4D), a lo-
cal nonprofit dance |
studio based in Bran-
don, has spent the
past 10 years mak-
ing dance and music
accessible to people
of all ages and abil-
ities throughout the
Tampa Bay area
while giving back to ¥
the community.

To celebrate its 10th season, the studio
will host an Open house and ribbon-cutting
celebration on Saturday, August 15, from 9
am.-1 p.m. The event will feature vendors,
face painting, character appearances, snow
cones, a book sale, balloon animals and
more.

The studio began as a small dance class
with a mission to serve the community. In
her first class, founder Sara Battaglia ac-
cepted canned goods as payment. Since
then, the program has grown into a non-
profit organization that offers free pro-
grams for children with disabilities and chil-
dren in foster care, as well as reduced-cost
programs for families in need.

Battaglia serves as the studio’s director
and teacher, bringing years of experience as
a dancer, performer and educator. Trained
at renowned institutions, including the
Sarasota Ballet and the School of Russian
Ballet, she has performed professionally
and taught throughout Florida. With cer-
tifications in dance education, youth pro-
tection, yoga and acro training, Battaglia is
dedicated to creating a safe and inclusive
environment where dancers can grow with
confidence, acceptance and joy.

Student Jenna Clark shared her appreci-
ation for the studio, saying, I love how D4D

Dancers perform during a recital.

By Olivia Clark

brings  so
many differ-
ent people
together into
one commu-
8 nity where
we are all
thought  of
and appreci-
ated.”

Dancing
for a Differ-
ence offers
classes in a variety of dance styles, includ-
ing ballet, tap, jazz, acro, hip-hop, pom jazz,
lyrical, pointe and pre-pointe. The studio
also offers additional movement and per-
formance programs, such as Obstacle Ninja
Course, Dance Team and Voice Team.

The studio has earned praise from par-
ents and families for its welcoming atmo-
sphere and commitment to inclusion.

Valerie, whose daughter, Victoria, at-
tends the studio, said, T love D4D because
it is so much more than a dance studio. It's
truly a village. The dancers receive excellent
training, work hard, compete and celebrate
many accomplishments, but what makes
D4D special goes far beyond trophies and
titles.

"D4D focuses on inclusion, integration and
creating meaningful experiences for every
child. The dancers build genuine friendships
and learn the value of teamwork, encour-
agement and supporting one another both
on and off the stage. The studio creates a
family atmosphere where every child feels
seen, valued and part of something bigger
than themselves.

Dancing for a Difference is located at
1076 E. Brandon Blvd., Ste. 109, in Brandon.
For more information, call 813-601-3009 or
email office@dancing4adifference.com.
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VETERANS GATHERED IN TAMPA FOR
NATIONAL GOLDEN AGE GAMES

More than 1,400 veterans from across
the country recently traveled to the
Tampa Bay area as the National Veter-
ans Golden Age Games made their Tam-
pa debut.

Hosted by the U.S. Department of Vet-
erans Affairs (VA), the 41st annual Na-
tional Veterans Golden Age Games took
place from June 27 through July 2, fea-
turing five days of athletic competition,
wellness activities and opportunities
for veterans ages 55 and older to stay
active while connecting with fellow ser-
vice members.

The games are the VA's premier adap-
tive sports competition for older veter-
ans and are built around the theme of
“fitness for life,” encouraging partici-
pants to maintain healthy, active life-
styles through sports and recreation.
Since the program began in 1985, it has
helped thousands of veterans improve
their physical and mental well-being
while demonstrating that healthy aging
is possible at every stage of life.

More than 1,400 athletes competed in
21 events across ambulatory, wheelchair
and vision-impaired divisions. Competi-
tors are grouped into five-year age cat-
egories beginning at age 55, allowing
veterans of similar ages and abilities to
compete while showcasing the inclusive

By Zofia Osterman

nature of the games.

Athletes participated in
a wide variety of sports,
including basketball, cy-
cling, archery, powerlifting,
swimming, golf, pickle-
ball, boccia, volleyball and
A track and field. Competi-
o™ tions were held at venues
throughout  Hillsborough
County, including the Tam-
pa Convention Center, the
University of South Florida,
Bay Pines VA Medical Center and addi-
tional locations in the Tampa Bay area.

Among those competing was Connie
White, a retired member of the Women's
Army Corps who served from 1967-87.
White competed in the ambulatory divi-
sion in the 75-79 age group, and she is
proud to have participated in an event
that honors veterans while encouraging
lifelong health and fitness.

Beyond competition, the Golden Age
Games highlight the important role phys-
ical activity plays in improving overall
health, rehabilitation and quality of life.
The VA incorporates recreation therapy
and sports medicine into the event, giv-
ing participants the opportunity to build
strength, confidence and lasting friend-
ships while celebrating their service to
the nation.

Participation is open to veterans age
55 and older who receive care through a
VA medical facility.

For more information about the Na-
tional Veterans Golden Age Games, visit
the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs’
National Veterans Golden Age Games
website at https://department.va.gov/
veteran-sports/national-veterans-gold-
en-age-games/ or follow @Sports4Vets
on Facebook, Instagram and X.
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INVESTING IN YOUNG MEN,
STRENGTHENING OUR COMMUNITY

One of the most |
important  ways
we can strength-
en our community
is by investing in
our young people,
especially  young
men who need
positive role mod-
els and opportuni- e
ties to succeed. =

I was recently FESsEs
honored to speak
at the Gentlemen's Quest Awards Gala. 'GQ’
is a Hillsborough County mentoring organi-
zation that helps young men develop lead-
ership skills, build confidence, and prepare
for their future. During the event, I met an
impressive young man named Don'Trevius
Gadson.

At just 6 years old, Gadson watched his
father being taken to jail. Experiences like
that can leave lasting scars, but they do
not have to define a child’s future. Through
the support of his mother, mentors and
programs like Gentlemen's Quest, Gadson
found direction and purpose. This spring, he
graduated from Spoto High School. This fall,
he will attend Florida A&M University with
plans to become a criminal defense attor-
ney.

His story is a powerful reminder of why
mentorship matters.

The good news is there are many opportu-
nities in Hillshorough County for young men
to find that guidance. I was the keynote
speaker at the Scouting America luncheon
in Plant City last month, where we discussed
the importance of positive adult influences
in the lives of young people. The room was
filled with leaders who understand that
strengthening our community starts with
investing in our next generation. Whether
it is Scouting America, Gentlemen's Quest,

By State Attorney Suzy Lopez

- youth sports or
a program at
church, men-
torship comes
in many forms.
And we can all
| play our part.

| As state at-
torney, I often
see the conse-
quences when
young people
make poor
decisions. What the public doesn't always
see are the success stories that happen be-
cause a coach, mentor or teacher took time
to help a student realize his potential. Those
stories may not make headlines, but they
are helping build a safer and stronger com-
munity every day.

That is why I offered internships and job
interviews to students at the Gentlemen's
Quest Gala. We want these young men to
see themselves in the courtroom one day
as an attorney, a bailiff or a judge. Because
sometimes the difference between success
and failure is not talent or intelligence. It's
whether someone is given a chance.

One day, I believe Gadson will walk into a
courtroom as an attorney. Not only because
he is smart and ambitious, but also because
he has people in his corner who have helped
him get there. That combination is powerful,
and it is exactly why mentorship matters.

The State Attorney’s Office of the 13th Judicial

circuit encompasses all of Hillsborough County,
including the cities of Tampa, Temple Terrace

and Plant City. The office staff consists of approx-

imately 320 dedicated public servants including

130 prosecutors, as well as investigators, victim

advocates and support staff. The office handles

approximately 50,000 cases every year. To learn
more about the organization or apply to become
part of the team, visit www.saol3th.com.
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CHANGING NARRATIVE: INSIDE BRANDON'S
YOUTH GRIEF SUPPORT PROGRAM

When Keisha 44 929
! . The thing about it is
Wheeler's  hus that we heal in
band passed community. As
soon as you hear
away, she was and sense that any

other person knows

a semblance of this
pain, you start to

heal piece by piece.

suddenly a wid-
owed mother of
seven havigating
a world of pro-
found loss. She
quickly  realized
that grief ignores
age, watching her
1 and 3-year-old
children  deeply
feel their father's
absence. When
the local grief
support  group
that helped her
family heal ceased operations, Wheeler
knew she had to act. Driven by faith, com-
munity and necessity, she founded Hand in
Hand, a grassroots nonprofit dedicated to
supporting grieving children and caregivers.

Every Tuesday evening, Hand in Hand
transforms a local space into a comforting
haven. The night begins with a shared light
meal, followed by age-appropriate activities
like art, storytelling and peer discussions.
Simultaneously, a caregiver group provides
adults with tools to support their children
while navigating their own sorrow. Wheel-
er intentionally cultivates an environment
where joy and grief coexist freely, ensuring
no emotion is hidden.

“At Hand in Hand, there is no pressure to
share before you're ready,” Wheeler noted.
"We simply offer a safe place to be with peo-
ple who understand.”

The organization's profound impact has
expanded far beyond Florida. Thanks to Uni-
versity of South Florida (USF) interns, Hand
in Hand now reaches families in states such
as Texas, Ohio, Pennsylvania and Georgia

LOCAL MOM TURNS GRIEF
PA INTOPURPOSEBY
BAY 28~ CREATING NONPROFIT

By Srishti Tripathi

through virtual
support groups
and personal-
ized  touches
like handwrit-
ten cards.
Wheeler views
her own chil-
dren as ‘grief
ambassadors’
who help lead
this  mission,
embodying the
spirit of service
they practiced
alongside their
late father.

“Serving oth-
ers has become
part of their healing,” Wheeler shared. "It
reminds them that even in the midst of loss,
there is still purpose.”

Operating entirely on donations and vol-
unteers, Hand in Hand aims to welcome 25
additional families in Brandon through the
generosity of St. Andrew’s United Method-
ist Church. To secure sustainable funding,
the organization is looking forward to its
annual October fundraising gala, Art Heals
the Heart, hosted by The Regent, which
showcases artwork from local artists and
participants.

Looking ahead, Wheeler envisions ‘The
Oasis of Hope," a 3 to 5-acre healing farm
in Hillsborough County where families
can find quiet retreat. Ultimately, her
mission is to completely reshape how so-
ciety views loss.

T always tell the children, ‘Your grief is
welcome here,” Wheeler said. “My hope
is that one day they won't need a special
place to hear those word, that every griev-
ing child will grow up in a community that
understands grief.”

LIVINGSTONE

A CADEM

students

FREE

EVERY STUDENT

CAN GROW

IN THE RIGHT
ENVIRONMENT!
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K through 12th grade
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TUITION &

VISIT LIVINGSTONESCHOOLS.ORG TO ENROLL NOW
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THERAPIST RELEASES FIRST BOOK,
EXPLORING THE KOSHAS IN YOGA

LaMor Clements, a |
yoga teacher and ther- |
apist of 20 years, de-
buted her first book,
Exploring the Koshas in
Yoga Therapy: An Em-
bodied Approach for
Client and Classroom,
in June. The book is
targeted toward indi-
viduals with experience
in yoga and yoga ther-
apy instructors looking
to deepen their under-
standing of yoga's foundational prmcuoles

Clements is a longtime Brandon resident
who graduated from Brandon High School
and currently teaches yoga at BayCare Fit-
ness Center, The Yoga House of Brandon,
and Valrico Yoga Sanctuary. She first be-
came interested in yoga as a treatment for
motion-related injuries in her hip caused by
running and biking.

"And from that, I just fell in love with the
practice of yoga,” Clements said. "I wanted
to learn more because there is more to yoga
than just the poses, or what we call asana.”

Clements went on to practice yoga thera-
py, which involves working one-on-one with
individuals to design sessions best suited to
their needs and goals. As Clements contin-
ued to practice and study yoga, she docu-
mented what she learned in a spreadsheet
which ultimately became the foundation of
the book. She described the process of com-
piling her research as “quilting.”

"My mother was a wonderful quilter,” Cle-
ments said. "She was part of the Brandon
Quilt Guild many, many years ago. So, this
is my version of quilting, right, that made
me feel connected to my mom through this
process.”

Clements spent about three years writ-

ing her knowledge into her
book, which focuses on
bringing the kosha model
from the foundation to the
forefront of yoga therapy.
According to Clements,
koshas are elements of
the human experience, and
there are five in total: body,
§ thoughts and emotions,
= cnergy levels, intuition, and
an inner sense of peace.
"You might also think
« of the koshas as looking

through a I<a|e|doscope of yourself,” Clem-

ents said. "The pieces and colors are always
the same, but with each turn we see our-
selves from a different perspective. ... When
we pay time and attention to all five aspects
of ourselves, we approach our living and
healing from a holistic perspective.”

Upcoming Author Event

An upcoming "Meet and Practice with
the Author” event will take place on Sunday,
August 2. The event will include a book dis-
cussion, embodied activities for each dimen-
sion, practice, meditation, book signings, and
refreshments.

Who it's for: The event provides CEUs for
yoga professionals but is open to anyone ea-
ger to practice and learn. Registration: $45.
To find out more details and secure a spot,
visit The Yoga House Brandon and Valrico
Yoga Sanctuary.

Clements will be releasing her second
book, Coming Home to the Self: A Five-Week
Journey Through the Koshas, this winter or
in spring 2027. This book is intended for any-
one interested in meditation, journaling, or
practicing yoga at an easy, personal pace. To
stay up to date on Clements’ work, purchase
her book, or learn more about her, visit her
website at www.yogilamor.com.

LOCAL INSTRUCTOR BRINGS
MAHJONG TO LOCAL TABLES

By Jamie Lu

Valrico resident Dina Greenwell is intro-
ducing more people across the Brandon,
Valrico and Lithia communities to one of
the country's fastest-growing social games
through her business, Tampa Mahj Collec-
tive.

What started as Greenwell's personal
passion for American mahjong has grown
into a thriving business that offers begin-
ner-friendly classes, private group lessons
and community play events designed to
bring people together.

“Tampa Mahj Collective is about much
more than learning a game,” said Green-
well. “It's about bringing people together,
creating friendships and building confidence
around the mahjong table.”

American mahjong, a tile-based game
that blends strategy, memory and luck, has
experienced a resurgence in popularity in re-
cent years. Greenwell said the game’s appeal
goes beyond competition, creating opportu-
nities for meaningful social interaction in an
increasingly busy world.

Tampa Mahj Collective welcomes play-
ers of all experience levels. During lessons,
participants learn the fundamentals of the
game, including how to read the National
Mah Jongg League playing card, under-
standing game strategy and proper eti-
quette in a relaxed, supportive environment.

By Marie Gilmore

In addition to regularly sched-
uled classes, Greenwell offers
private lessons for neighbor-
- hood groups, book clubs, birth-
" days, ladies' nights, corporate
team-building events and other
social gatherings. She travels
D to homes and venues through-
out the Brandon area, providing
everything needed for the expe-
rience, including mahjong sets,
racks, mats and instructional
materials.

To ensure each participant receives indi-
vidual attention, private lessons are limited
to eight players and typically last between
two and two and a half hours.

Greenwell also teaches evening mahjong
classes at AR Workshop in Brandon, where
beginners can learn the game while enjoying
a fun and welcoming atmosphere. The two-
hour workshops provide another opportuni-
ty for newcomers to discover the game and
meet other local players.

Whether guests are picking up a mahjong
tile for the first time or looking to sharpen
their strategy, Greenwell strives to create an
environment where conversation, laughter
and new friendships naturally develop.

As interest in American mahjong contin-
ues to grow nationwide, Tampa Mahj Collec-
tive is seeing that enthusiasm reflected lo-
cally through sold-out classes and increasing
demand for private events.

Greenwell hopes even more residents will
discover the game's unique combination of
strategy, fellowship and fun.

For upcoming class dates, private les-
son availability and pricing, visit Tampa
Mahj Collective on Facebook at www.
facebook.com/p/Tampa-Mahj-Collec-
tive-61577413624376/ or Instagram @
tampamahijcollective.

LIGHT UP YOUR

SUMMER NIGHTS!

AquaGlow is a family-friendly

J K-
p o4 Adventure [ 4

- Slandq) o

event that transforms Tampa's
premier waterpark into aneon
paradise with music, foam

parties, and more!
Separately ticketed event.
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THE VILLAGE PLAYERS BRING
BACK THE NOT-SO-TRUE STORY OF
CINDERELLA FOR FUNNY SEQUEL

By Erin Taylor

Brandon/Winthrop Edition

AFFORDABILITY TAKES CENTER STAGE
AT LEGISLATIVE WRAP-UP EVENT

By Brian Bokor

Page 19

Long before congressional

THE NOT SO TRUE ST

CINDERELLA! { =

The Village Players theater is bring-
ing audiences back to the kingdom this
August with The Not-So-True Story of
Cinderella, Part 2, a comedic sequel that
proves happily ever after is often just
the beginning of the trouble.

Directed by Domin Pazo, the produc-
tion continues the 2023 story after the
glass slipper fit and the ball was a hit.
Cinderella may have found her prince,
but trouble has a way of finding her. As
new royal problems emerge and villains
begin causing chaos, the kingdom dis-
covers that happily ever after may re-
quire a lot more work than expected.

Newcomers are welcome to the king-
dom's latest adventure, as the story
stands on its own. Filled with offbeat
humor, unexpected twists and plenty of
royal drama, the show delivers anoth-
er round of fairy-tale fun with a PG-13

Compeditors shown are subject to char

edge.

"The audience vreally em-
braced the humor and energy
of the first show,” said Pazo.
"We wanted to build on that by
bringing back the characters
people loved while raising the
i absurdity and the fun.”

Performances will take place
at the historic James McCabe
Theater, located at 506 N. Fifth
g St. in Valrico. Built in 1915 and
% listed on Hillsborough County’s
M Registry of Historic Places, the
theater serves as the home of
The Village Players and provides
a unique setting for live commu-
nity theater.

Performance dates:

e Evening performances at 8
p.m. on Friday and Saturday, Au-
gust 7-8, 14-15 and 21-22.

* Matinee performances at 3 p.m. on
Sunday, August 9 and 16.

Doors open at least 30 minutes before
curtain.

Ticket Information

General admission tickets are $23. Se-
niors, students and military personnel
receive discounted admission at $20.
Tickets are available through TicketLeap
at https://thevillageplayersvalrico.com/.
For additional ticket information or box
office inquiries, call 813-480-3147.

About The Village Players

The Village Players is a nonprofit
501(c)(3) community theater based in
Valrico. The organization trains, rehears-
es and performs at the historic James
McCabe Theater, a building constructed
in 1915 and listed on the county’'s Regis-
try of Historic Places.

yBENCHMARK:

INTERNATIONAL ARENA

AUG 14 - 16

i Feld Molor Sports; Inc

redistricting, county commis-
sion races or school superin- §
tendent elections entered the &
conversation, one word domi-
nated the Brandon Riverview
Chamber of Commerce's Leg-
islative Wrap-up breakfast: af-
fordability.

It wasn't framed as politics.
It was the reality facing Flori-
da families dealing with rising
insurance premiums, grocery
bills, utility costs and property
taxes.

State Representative Danny

State Representative Danny Alvarez (left), BRCC President Amber
Aaron and Ron Pierce, president and CEO of RSA Consulting

Alvarez (R-Riverview) didn't Group, pose following the chamber’s Legislative Wrap-up breakfast.

ease into the topic.

“Everywhere I go as a state representa-
tive, the number one thing someone asks
me about is affordability. I'm tired of my
power bill. I'm tired of my fuel bill. I'm tired
of my insurance, my rent, my mortgage, my
interest rate,” Alvarez told the audience.

That message set the tone for a discus-
sion led by Alvarez and Ron Pierce, presi-
dent and CEO of RSA Consulting Group,
reviewing the 2026 legislative session and
issues expected on Hillsborough County's
November ballot.

Pierce said the 2026 legislative session
required three special sessions to complete
the state budget, congressional redistrict-
ing and property tax reform.

Much of the discussion focused on a pro-
posed constitutional amendment expanding
Florida's homestead exemption while low-
ering the annual assessment cap on many
nonhomestead properties. If approved by
at least 60 percent of voters, the changes
would take effect in 2027,

Pierce encouraged residents to under-
stand the proposal’s potential impact be-

FAMILY MEALS

(Serves 4 to 6-Take Out Only)

fore voting. "Local governments just don't
concede they lose that revenue,” Pierce
said. "They will try to come up with ways to
increase revenue.”

Alvarez agreed voters should make that
decision. "There wasn't a chance that I was
not going to give you the ability to say yes
or no,” he said.

“The citizens are tired. They're super ex-
hausted from getting nickeled and dimed
to death while they're trying to survive,”
he said. "This is not really a Republican and
Democrat thing. This is a Floridian thing.”

Audience questions covered construction
permitting, the widening of Lithia Pinecrest
Road and the future of the Tampa Bay Rays.

Pierce said approximately $100 million
has been committed to the Lithia Pinecrest
Road expansion, with construction expect-
ed to begin within the next several years.

Pierce closed by reminding attendees,
"Pay attention to these local offices. In
many cases, the decisions they're making
have much more impact on your day-to-day
lives ... than what we're doing in Tallahassee
or Washington.”

All meals include: Yellow or white rice, black beans, onions,
salad & dressing, bread and a 2 liter soda

YOUR CHOICE OF PROTEIN:
Picadillo (2 Ibs)
Ropa Vieja (2 Ihs)
Lechon Asado (2 Ihs)
Bistec Milanesa (3)
Breaded Palomilla Steak (3
Pescado a Ia Rusa Fillet (4)
Baked Chicken (4 leg quarters)

Uber
cater |

(813)685-0502 | 702 W. Lumsden Rd. Brandon |
Mon - Sat 11 am - 8 pm Closed Sunday
30 Years in Brandon!

Nolieieausm GRUBHUB Doonoasn n

www.laseptimacafe.com

CARDINAL
ROOF

N
813-689-RO

License# CCC1325939

Roof Repairs, Replacement
& Maintenance

Shingle, Flat, Tile & Metal

Blown-In Insulation ¢ Solar Attic Fans

CARDINAL

BUILDING AND RESTORATION

CGC1537220 / IICRC #70229671

Fire, Smoke, Water
& Mold Remediation

24/7 Emergency Water Extraction
Structural Drying, Tarp & Board-Up

(813) 689-ROCF &
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PARKS & RECREATION FINALIST FOR
BEST PARKS PROGRAM IN COUNTRY

 Parks
across 3,500 acres

For the fourth time in five years, Hillshor-
ough County has been honored as having
one of the top parks and recreation pro-
grams in the country.

Hillsborough County Parks & Recreation
is one of four national finalists in the Class 1
category for the 2026 National Gold Medal
Award for Excellence in Park and Recre-
ation Management, the American Acade-
my for Park and Recreation Administration
announced. Class 1 includes the nation's
largest parks and recreation departments,
serving populations of more than 400,000.

Only one department will receive the
highest award, the Grand Plaque, in October.
Each finalist sends the judges a short video
highlighting their department.

Achievements and highlights from Hills-
borough County Parks & Recreation include:

o Effectively managing 180 parks, 223
sports fields, 118 playgrounds, 54 recre-
ation centers, 47 athletic complexes, 11 dog
parks, nine splash pads and four cultural/
performing arts centers, spanning over
3,500 acres.

* Adding 40 new pickleball courts and six
new splash pads and fitness zones in under-
served communities.

* The Adaptive Sports program, which
has grown by more than 200 percent

Staff Report

since 2021, expand-
ing from 26 programs
serving 300 athletes
to 68 programs reach-
ing 955 athletes. The
latest innovation is a
dedicated Buddy Base-
ball field serving ath-
letes ages 8-22.

* Collaborating with
the Hillsborough Coun-
§- ty Sheriff's Office to

. revitalize seven recre-
ation centers through a
$4.5 million investment.

e Launching the Swim Safe Initiative
for children enrolled in Hillsborough Coun-
ty's Head Start program. In partnership
with the City of Temple Terrace, the Tam-
pa YMCA, the City of Tampa and High 5
Inc., children ages 3-5 are taken to nearby
pools to receive free swim lessons.

* Hosting 336 performances last year at
the New Tampa Performing Arts Center
(NTPAC), ranging from The Florida Orches-
tra to fully staged musical theater, ballet,
modern dance, stand-up comedy and jazz.

 Partnering with the American Heart
Association to expand emergency pre-
paredness across the park system, securing
$125,000 to purchase nearly 100 automat-
ed external defibrillators (AEDs). These de-
vices were strategically placed with youth
sports partners, high-use parks and rural
locations.

Founded in 1965, the Gold Medal Awards
program honors park and recreation agen-
cies in the United States and military in-
stallations worldwide that demonstrate ex-
cellence in parks and recreation through
long-range planning, resource management,
volunteerism, environmental stewardship,
program development and more.

Volume 21, Issue 7

COLLEGE RECEIVES $120,000
STUDENT TRAINING GIFT FROM
ADVANCE AUTO PARTS FOUNDATION

The Hillsborough
College (HC) Foun-
dation has received
a $120,000 dona-
tion from the Ad-
vance Auto Parts
Foundation to sup- §&%
port students in §
the college’s work- §
force  programs,
including the Au-
tomotive  Service
Technology and Diesel Systems Technician
programs. The gift includes funding for in-
dustry-recognized certifications, specialty
tools and instructional resources designed
to help students build successful careers in
the automotive repair and maintenance in-
dustry.

"We are proud to partner with and help
support the automotive technology program
at Hillsborough College and its students, as
there's a growing demand for skilled auto-
motive technicians,” said Todd Davenport,
president of the Advance Auto Parts Foun-
dation and senior vice president, real estate
and development at Advance Auto Parts.
"Through this partnership, students will
have expanded access to industry-recog-
nized certifications, professional-grade tools
and hands-on training that allows them to
grow into skilled technicians dedicated to
getting vehicles back on the road safely.”

The gift includes $40,000 to help stu-
dents earn additional Automotive Service
Excellence (ASE) certifications — a key
credential for advancing toward master
technician status. The Advance Auto Parts
Foundation will also provide three top-per-
forming students with professional-grade
tool sets containing about 800 tools, valued
at approximately $15,000.

Staff Report

In addition, a

| $60,000 spe-
| cialty tool fund

will provide ap-
proximately 80
students  with
¥ advanced tools
commonly used
in today's au-
tomotive and
diesel  repair
facilities, and
$5,000 in Advance Auto Parts gift cards
will support the purchase of training materi-
als and equipment.

"This generous investment from the Ad-
vance Auto Parts Foundation will have a
lasting impact on our students and the com-
munities they will serve,” said Garrett Wed-
dle, executive director of the Hillsborough
College Foundation. "By helping students
earn industry certifications and access the
tools they need to succeed, this partner-
ship removes barriers to opportunity while
strengthening the pipeline of skilled techni-
cians for Tampa Bay's workforce.”

Students, faculty and representatives
from the Advance Auto Parts Foundation
celebrated the partnership during a gift pre-
sentation event on June 25 at the HC Ybor
City Campus Training Center, located at
5610 E. Columbus Dr. in Tampa.

About Hillsborough College

Hillsborough College is accredited by
the Southern Association of Colleges
and Schools Commission on Colleges
(SACSCOC) to award associate and bacca-
laureate degrees. Hillsborough College also
may offer credentials such as certificates
and diplomas at approved degree levels. Vis-
it www.hcfl.edu/accreditation for more in-
formation.

YOU ARE NOT ALONE.

Join us for our

for Caregivers

At Ambiance at Brandon, we understand the journey of caring for a loved one
with memory loss—and the importance of having support along the way.

We offer Dementia & Alzheimer’s Support Groups for care partners and
families in our community, providing connection, encouragement,
education, and understanding in a compassionate environment focused

on Creating the Best Day Possible.

Available both in person and virtually. 4 )

AMBIANCE AT BRANDON
1320 Oakfield Drive // Brandon, FL 33511

THIRD TUESDAY OF

EVERY MONTH AT 6:30 PM

FOURTH WEDNESDAY OF
EVERY MONTH AT 2:00 PM

Questions?

Please call Jill at 813-607-6880.

alzheimer’s Q_') association®

E-
.
“r

[=]

Scan the QR code
to visit our Events
Page to learn more
about upcoming
support groups and
community events.

[=]

Creating the Best Day Possible

Ambiance

at BRANDON
ASSISTED LIVING & MEMORY CARE

by Providence Senior Living

1320 Oakfield Drive
813-607-6880

AmbianceBrandon.com
Assisted Living Facility #PENDING

Brandon, FL 33511
Sales@ambiancebrandon.com

Let us help take the burden

of retirement and estate
planning off your mind.

912 Lithia Pinecrest Rd., Brandon, FL 33511
www.Preservationlst.com

Securities offered through J.W. Cole Financial, Inc. JWC), Member FINRA/SIPC. Advisory services offered
through J.W. Cole Advisors, Inc. JWCA). Preservation 1st Financial Group, LLC and JWC & JWCA are
unaffiliated entities. Non-security products are not offered by J.W. Cole.

Call Today for your
Free Consultation.

813-627-0872

Angel N7

FOUNDATION FL

Angel Hearts Lifting Up Families in Crisis

Evening of Hope

//// 7?2207

Honoring the Past...Carrying it Forward

October 9, 2026 The Regent
AngelFoundationFL.com

Save the Date!
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Before Eastern Hill-
sborough County be-
came a landscape of
busy roads, subdivisions
and crowded school
campuses, its first
classrooms rose from
pine flatwoods and san-
dy trails. Some were ]
plain, one-room wooden bwldmgs Others
shared space with churches. But to the fam-
ilies who built them, a school was never just
a place for reading, writing and arithmetic.
It was a promise that their settlement had
a future.

That promise took early root in Limona. In
1876, Judge Joseph Gillette Knapp found-
ed the community along an old Seminole
trail, shaping a settlement out of a remote
and rugged landscape. As families arrived,
the essentials of community life followed:
a cemetery, a church and then a school. By
the early 1880s, directories listed a common
school serving about thirty families, and by
1882 what became known as Limona Acad-
emy had become part of the town's identity.
Limona later faded after the Great Depres-
sion, but its name still lives on at Limona EI-
ementary School.

Nearby, Brandon's school story was
shaped by persistence. John Brandon set-
tled in New Hope in 1857, and by 1861, New
Hope Church was serving as both sanctuary
and schoolhouse. After Brandon's death in
1886, his widow, Victoria Brandon, helped
keep education alive by opening her home
to teachers. Her hospitality gave children a
chance to keep learning until the community
built a proper schoolhouse on Parsons Ave-
nue in 1905.

powered by

qGH

As Brandon grew, its
ambitions grew with
it. A combined grade
school serving all 12
years opened in 1916,
and Brandon High
School, established in
1914, graduated its
first class in 1923. For a
town that had counted only 100 residents
in its first census just a year earlier, those
graduates represented more than academic
success. They marked Brandon's arrival as
the community's determination to last.

To the southeast, in the old cotton country
once known as Long Pond, Bloomingdale's
school began with the persistence of Lud-
wig Wilhelm Buchholz, a German immigrant
who spent years convincing scattered neigh-
bors to invest in education. His effort paid
off on September 23,1884, when Blooming-
dale's grade school opened. Like many rural
schools, it served families spread across
miles of thinly settled land and helped draw
them into a shared community. Though the
original schoolhouse closed in 1920, the
Bloomingdale name endured and later re-
turned with Bloomingdale High School.

The buildings themselves are gone, folded
into memory and the larger county school
system. Yet their legacy remains visible ev-
ery morning when children walk onto cam-
puses bearing the names Limona, Brandon
and Bloomingdale. These early schools were
built by determined people — a judge, a
widow, an immigrant and the neighbors
who believed with them. Together, they
turned isolated settlements into communi-
ties with roots, purpose and futures worth
preserving.

SENIOR CENTER
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VIP HOUR - 5:00 PM - 6:00 PM Network with local,
6:00 PM - 8:00 PM

....... b | [ ' leaders

AUGUST 6TH THE REGENT

Booths: Visit candidate, sponsor, and community organization booths to learn
about policies, initiatives, and local services.
Networking: Connect with fellow community members and build valuable
relationships. Light refreshments provided.
VIP Meet & Greet: Enjoy exclusive, small-group conversations with candidates
for deeper insights into their visions and policies.

Feel Seen & Heard.
Never Rushed.

Our care model is based on strong
patient-doctor relationships that
provide the same time,
convenience, and respect that we'd
demand for our own families—so
you can live your best life.

Dr. Aida Berdasco

TGH Senior Center of Brandon

Dr. Leila Shafiq

TGH Senior Center of Riverview

“Dr. Berdasco and the entire staff
provide a warm, professional
atmosphere and are genuinely
concerned about your health and
well-being. It is always a positive
experience for me when | have an
appointment!” — Beverley W.

“Dr. Shafig has been great. She
spends extra time answering
my questions and is the first
doctor to convince me to take
some necessary medications.
VERY Pleased.” — Mark C.

=
d Now Accepting UnitedHealthcare Medicare Advantage Plans!

In addition to MA plans from: CarePlus, Devoted, Florida Blue, Freedom, Humana and Optimum

Call (813) 725-1904 to Become a Patient!

Rated 4.9 Stars on Google
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27NORTH REALTY BUILDS ITS BRAND
ON CONFIDENCE, CLARITY AND CARE

By Kelly Wise Valdes

Brandon/Winthrop Edition
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AVELO AIRLINES ANNOUNCES FOUR
NEW NONSTOP ROUTES

In a fast-mov-
ing Tampa Bay
real estate market, |
27North Realty has
carved out a repu-
tation built on some-
thing simple but
increasingly  rare:
putting people be-
fore transactions.

"We believe peo-
ple are looking for
something different
than they were even a few
years ago,” said broker/own-
er Gregg Calvert. "They want
honest advice, local expertise
and someone who will tell
them the truth, even when it's N

not the easiest conversation.” &

27 North Realtys Shawna and broker/owner Gregg Calvert.

27

said  buyers
are becoming
more inten-
tional.

"The days of
making rushed
decisions are
| largely behind
us,” he said.

Buyers are
weighing val-
ue, insurance
costs and life-
style more carefully. Wa-
terfront sellers, meanwhile,
are focusing on presenta-
tion and pricing as compe-
tition increases.

“SouthShore attracts
families who want more

JRTH

L T Y

Calvert said that philosophy
is the foundation of 27North
Realty, where agents are encouraged to pri-
oritize relationships over commissions.

"Clients continue to choose us because
they know we genuinely care about the out-
come, not just the sale,” said Calvert.

That approach is reflected in the compa-
ny's guiding phrase, ‘navigate home,” which
Calvert described as a commitment to clari-
ty and care throughout the buying or selling
process.

"Buying or selling a home can feel over-
whelming,” he said. “Navigate home’ means
helping people understand their options so
they can make confident decisions.”

Guidance often includes educating clients
on flood zones, insurance costs, waterfront
considerations, builder contracts, HOA rules
and longterm financial implications.

"We want our clients to feel informed,
prepared and supported every step of the
way,” Calvert said.

As Tampa Bay continues to grow, Calvert

space, newer homes and
a strong sense of connec-
tion,” he said.

Calvert's promise to “outwork, out-pre-
pare and out-care” shows up in ways that
rarely appear on a closing statement.

"We've coordinated contractors, inspec-
tions, estate sales, moving companies, attor-
neys, title issues and repairs long before a
home ever reaches the market,” he said.

For newcomers to Florida, the team
spends time explaining communities,
schools, flood zones and lifestyle differences.

"We want them to choose the right com-
munity, not just the right house,” he said.

"Real estate is ultimately about people,”
he said. "Homes matter because of the lives
that happen inside them. Our goal is to help
people navigate those moments with confi-
dence, clarity and care.”

For more information visit www.27north-
realty.com or call 813-645-4663. 27North
Realty’s office is located at 6138 N. US. 41
in Apollo Beach.

Staff Report
Avelo Air- November 18,
lines today an- with  service
nounced  four four days per
new routes a U e O week on Mon-
from its Central days, Wednes-
Florida airports AIRLINES® days, Fridays
to  Charlotte/ and Satur-
Concord, North days.

Carolina, and Aguadilla, Puerto Rico. Ave-
lo is the only airline offering nonstop ser-
vice on these routes.

Avelo will operate these routes using
Boeing Next-Generation 737 aircraft.
These exclusive routes expand Avelo's af-
fordable, convenient and industry-leading
reliable air service introduced to Central
Florida in November 2021. Travelers can
book at www.aveloair.com.

Avelo Airlines Founder and CEO Andrew
Levy said, "We're excited to make it easier
than ever for Florida travelers to experi-
ence everything the Charlotte region and
Aguadilla have to offer with these new
nonstop routes. Whether it's exploring the
Queen City's vibrant food scene, growing
business community or nearby mountain
getaways, these routes provide a conve-
nient and affordable way to visit one of
the Southeast's fastest-growing destina-
tions. At the same time, our new service
from Lakeland to Aguadilla, Puerto Rico,
gives Florida travelers another seamless
option for reaching the Caribbean. To-
gether, these new routes expand access,
increase flexibility and continue our com-
mitment to delivering low fares and a
smooth, reliable travel experience.”

Flight Dates and Frequency Informa-
tion

Charlotte/Concord, North Carolina, via
Concord-Padgett Regional Airport (USA)
to:

* Orlando via Orlando International
Airport (MCO) begins on Wednesday,

MOM & BABY CLASSES
FOR GROWING FAMILIES

FREE to attend

Virtual & in-person
options available

Led by trusted
healthcare
professionals

UPCOMING CLASSES

Maternity Tour

Tuesday, July 28 | Tuesday, Aug 4
Sunday, Aug 16 | Monday, Aug 24

Childbirth Preparation
Saturday, August 8 | Saturday, Aug 22

Prenatal Yoga

Thursday, July 30 | Thursday, Aug 20

Breastfeeding 101

(Virtual)
Tuesday, August 4

e Fort Myers via Southwest Florida
International Airport (RSW) begins on
Thursday, November 19, with twice-week-
ly service on Thursdays and Sundays.

* Tampa via Tampa International Air-
port (TPA) begins on Friday, November
20, with twice-weekly service on Mon-
days and Fridays.

Lakeland via Lakeland International
Airport (LAL) to Aguadilla, Puerto Rico,
via Rafael Hernandez Airport (BQN) be-
gins on Wednesday, November 18, with
twice-weekly service on Wednesdays and
Saturdays.

For more information, visit www.ave-
loair.com.

Avelo Airlines operates a major com-
mercial base out of LAL, providing bud-
get-friendly, nonstop flights connecting
Central Florida to multiple destinations
across the United States. As the exclu-
sive commercial carrier at LAL, the air-
line provides a lower-stress alternative to
the crowded nearby hubs in Tampa and
Orlando. LAL Avelo offers point-to-point,
nonstop service between LAL and sever-
al key cities: Atlanta, GA (ATL); Boston/
Manchester, NH (MHT); Charlotte/Con-
cord, NC (USA); Detroit, MI (DTW); Grand
Rapids, MI (GRR); Nashville, TN (BNA);
New Haven, CT (HVN); New York/Long
Island, NY (ISP); Philadelphia, PA/Wilm-
ington, DE (ILG); and San Juan, Puerto
Rico (SJU). Avelo is located at Lakeland
Linder International Airport at 3900 Don
Emerson Dr. in Lakeland.

OPPORTUNITIES
START HERE

A student's future can change because of one

caring adult.

We offer many other free classes and
seminars designed to support your overall
health and wellness.

844.630.5295

Scan the QR
code to learn
more & register

-JL. HCA Florida
‘\r Brandon Hospital

119 Oakfield Drive, Brandon, FL 33511

At Hillsborough County Public Schools, you'll find
more than a job—you'll find purpose, growth, and
the opportunity to make a real difference every day.

Now hiring for the 2026—-2027 school year:
Teachers » Special Education Teachers ¢ School
Nurses

School Counselors ¢ Bus Drivers ® and More

Join one of the nation's largest school districts and
help create brighter futures for students across our
community.

Your Next Opportunity Starts Here.
Explore careers and apply at HCPSJobs.com

Hillsborough County

PUBLIC SCHOGOLS
Preparing Students for Life

4

%
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ROTARY'S CAMP
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A LOOK INTO HIGH 5 INC.'S ADULT
DAY TRAINING (ADT) PROGRAM

FLORIDA NAMES

ELEANOR SAUNDERS AS NEW
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Rotary's Camp
Florida has been a
part of the Brandon
community since the
1950s. It was origi-
nally a camp used by
the United Methodist
Church, but in 1991,
Rotary's Camp Flori-
da was incorporated
to acquire, operate
and maintain a year-
round camp facility
for children with spe-
cial medical needs.
The property on
which Rotary’s Camp
Florida sits was pur-
chased on December
26, 1991, and exten-
sively remodeled. As §
the church camp was
built in the 1950s, it
was not designed for
special-needs  chil-
dren. 5
"It a local hidden -
gem, and I don't
want it to be hidden
anymore,” said Rota- #
ry's Camp Florida’s
new director, Eleanor Saunders.

Saunders is a Brandon resident, a Ro-
tarian and the former executive director
of ECHO of Brandon. She begins her new
journey as the camp's director on Monday,
July 13.

T was at ECHO for 11 years and I prayed
very hard about taking the first step for
the position at Rotary's Camp Florida,"
Saunders said. "“The first step was submit-

Eleanor Saunders will become the new Director
of Rotarys Camp Florida on July 13 of this year.
Saunders is a Brandon resident, a Rotarian and the
Jformer Executive Director of E.C.H.O. of Brandon.

By Libby Hopkins

seemed to fall into
place.”

The mission of
Rotary’'s Camp Flor-
ida is to provide a
safe, fun space to
learn, grow and play
for groups whose
members need sup-

portive accommo-
dations.
“Rotary's Camp

Florida is a 21-acre,
ADA-compliant
campsite, and I can't
wait to start pro-
moting the camp's
mission to the com-
munity and beyond,”
Saunders said. "It is
a place that has so
much potential, and
I love helping local
nonprofit  organi-
zations realign and
grow.”

"I love that the
camp has some-
thing for everyone,”
| Saunders said. "My
hope for the camp is
that it will become very well known in the
local market as an option for retreats and
events, and that earned revenue will fully
support our campers, so kids with special
needs can come to camp without money
being a concern. They can just come to
camp and be a kid."

For more, visit the camp's website at
https://rotaryscampflorida.org/ or call
813-654-4042. The camp is located at
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High 5 Inc.'s Adult Day Training (ADT)
Program is centered around adults with
disabilities. The main focus of this pro-
gram is to promote independence and
self-reliance in everyday life.

When the program began in 2025,
the organization wanted to provide a
program with a safe and caring envi-
ronment for individuals in the commu-
nity who are sometimes overlooked and
treated differently by others.

Currently, this program has more than
60 adults enrolled learning life skills to
improve their everyday experiences and
encouraging others to join.

"As the director, my goal is to work
with as many adults with disabilities
as possible within the community and
to have as much impact daily in each of
their lives while assisting them to reach
as many of their goals as possible. At
High 5, we would like to see every per-
son with the desire and corresponding
abilities to go out and live life to the full-
est extent and ultimately to provide this
program and services to as many people
as possible,” said Joe Somers, director
of ADT.

By Emily Harper

= The ADT Pro-
Il gram is generally
I focused on indi-
viduals ages 22
and older, as that
is the age that
the Agency for
Persons with Dis-
abilities services
normally begin at.
To help bridge the
gap between high
school and adult-
P2 % hood for young

m ﬁ adults ages 18-

22, High 5 part-
nered with Liv-
ingstone Academy’s Transition Program.
Through this partnership, Livingstone
Academy prepares them for adult-style
programs, before High 5's program.

Every experience is tailored to each
specific individual's needs. The High
5 team is dedicated to understanding
each participant and making accommo-
dations to encourage growth, indepen-
dence and connectioan.

"For me personally, being able to see
what this program does for so many
people and their families on a daily basis
and what it means for not only their fu-
tures but those individuals we have not
even had the opportunity to meet, teach
and care about. None of this would even
be possible without the amazing staff
and instructors who work tirelessly ev-
ery day to provide the best experience
possible while they themselves are still
growing and learning to be amazing and
thought-provoking leaders within the
community,” said Somers.

To learn more information about this
program, visit its website at https://
high5inc.org/adt/.

EOUCATION « ATHLETICS - COMMUNITY

Our After School Program offers
students a fun and structured

environment to learn, stay active,
and build friendships—right after
the school day ends!

2026-2027

o4 AFTER SCHI]UI.

LEARN. PLAY. GROW

/AINEW ERA
IOFDIVING

PROUD PARTNERSHIP WITH

" HIGH ' INC

PROGRAM INCLUDES:

Homework Time
Quiet time to focus and
stay on track

Built on decades of aguatic excellence, High
5 Diving is excited to introduce a brand-new
competitive diving program designed for ey
athletes of all ages and experience levels. £

HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY PUBLIC SCHO(

Offered at select elementary schools
across Hillsborough County.

O
©
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SCAN TO LEARN MORE
& REGISTER TODAY!

highSinc.org/after-school

WHOLE CHILD DEVELOPMENT

Our program aligns with the Flarida Afterschool
Standards for Quality Programs to support
the academic, social, emotional, and physical

growth of every child.

Physical Activity & Outdoor Play
Fresh air, active games, and
outdoor fun

Leading this exciting new chapter is Head Coach Anjel Clemente,
whose passion for athlete development, technical excellence, and
the sport of diving will help shape the future of High 5 Diving.

'ENROLLNOW @

& highsinc.org/diving

Enrichment & Fun
STEM activities, arts & crafts,
indoor games and activities, and morel!

Before School Care Available

at select schools

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE

We proudly accept School Readiness.
Learn more at www.elchc.org.

Start the day with structure
and support

membersen

highSinc.org

s@highSinc.org
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BRANDON WOMAN RECEIVES FIRST
TYPE 1 DIABETES SERVICE DOG

Brandon/Winthrop Edition

Volume 21, Issue 7

ARMY VETERAN AND FATHER OF SIX
RECEIVES KEYS TO NEW HABITAT HOME

Tampa-based nonprofit Dogs Inc. has
gifted a Brandon resident with the organi-
zation's first Type 1 diabetes service dog,
kickstarting the organization's new Type 1
program.

Dogs Inc., created in 1982, has a variety
of nationwide programs for service dogs,
including guide dogs, service dogs for vet-
erans suffering with post-traumatic stress
disorder, Gold Star family dogs and more.
The Type 1 service dog program is brand-
new, with Latha Dawn Sullivan being the
first recipient.

Sullivan was diagnosed with Type 1 when
she was 3 years old. Growing up, Sullivan
struggled with diabetes “ruling her life,” as
well as her siblings and parents’ lives, she
said.

“T was considered a 'brittle diabetic be-
cause my blood sugar levels were constant-
ly fluctuating based on my emotions, stress,
excitement and daily activities,” Sullivan
said. “T was very

blessed to have a wonderful family that
always made life as normal as possible.”

She began her Type 1 service dog research
in 2022, quickly hitting financial and loca-
tional roadblocks. The only program that
met her standards was Dogs Inc., which had
not advertised a Type 1 service program.

CAMPO FAMILY YMCA
813.684.1371

NORTH BRANDON
FAMILY YMCA
813.685.5402

By Chloe Wagner

| was informed that it had re-
f cently launched a program for
Type 1 diabetics and jumped on
the opportunity to be added to
. its waitlist at the end of 2025.
While wait times for service
dogs vary, Sullivan's service dog,
a black Labrador lovingly named
8 Rita, was placed within her care

~ at the beginning of 2026.

Dogs Inc. was able to provide
Sullivan with Rita free of cost, as
all of its programs come at no
cost to the service dog recipient. Dogs Inc.
is fully funded off donations and is operated
by volunteers.

Alysia Santos is the scent detection pro-
gram manager for the Type 1 program at
Dogs Inc., overseeing the entire process of
training and homing of the dogs.

The total training period for the dogs lasts
around two years. Volunteer puppy raisers
provide the puppies with foundational train-
ing till they are about 16-18 months.

Type 1 trainers will teach the dogs to put
their paws on them and eventually pair that
cue with the scent of low blood sugar, which
is followed by more advanced, nuanced
tasks. The smells are obtained by volunteers
with Type 1 who donate scent samples, such
as perspiration or saliva.

Rita has greatly impacted Sullivan and
the management of her Type 1 diabetes.
She was constantly on alert with her diabe-
tes before receiving Rita, carrying an emer-
gency bag full of medications, snacks and
juices everywhere she went. She has been
able to live her life with less stress with Rita,
as she is trained to detect blood sugar level
changes and notifies Sullivan 10-20 minutes
before her electronic medical devices can.

For more information and to get involved,

SPURLINO FAMILY YMCA
AT BIG BEND ROAD
813.228.9622

YMCA CAMP CRISTINA
813.677.8400
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After months of building alongside volun-
teers, U.S. Army veteran Brian Nakamura re-
ceived the keys to his family's new Habitat for
Humanity of Tampa Bay Hillshorough home
during a special dedication ceremony on
June 24. The home was made possible
through Habitat's Veterans Build program
with support from Old Republic Title.

Nakamura, his wife and their six children
have been living in a crowded three-bed-
room townhouse and are looking forward to
the stability, space and security of a home
of their own in Habitat's Windhorst Com-
mons community. The new five-bedroom
home will give the growing family room to
thrive, including dedicated space for their
son Bradley, who has autism and will benefit
from having a quiet room of his own.

The shortage of affordable housing re-
mains one of the most pressing issues for
veterans across the country. In January
2024, 32,882 veterans were living without
stable housing, reflecting high rental costs,
limited availability and gaps in support ser-
vices that leave many struggling to provide

e

The Nakamura family has a new home in Windhorst Commons. The home
provides much-needed space for the family of eight, made possible through \Windhorst
the Veterans Build program and support from Old Republic Title.

safe homes for their
- families.
. Like all Habitat
homeowners, Na-
kamura  invested
hundreds of hours
of ‘sweat equity,
helping build Habi-
tat homes, complet-
ing homeownership
' education and pur-
chasing his home
with an affordable
_ mortgage that fits
. his family's budget.
During a visit to
Com-
mons in December
2025, Florida Lt. Gov. Jay Collins toured
Nakamura's future home to learn firsthand
about the housing challenges veterans face
and Habitat for Humanity's role in providing
affordable, safe housing for families like Na-
kamura's.

Windhorst Commons is a 23-home Habi-
tat for Humanity of Tampa Bay Hillsborough
neighborhood providing affordable houses
built with reinforced construction and hur-
ricane-resilient features for veterans and
working families. The remaining homes are
expected to be completed by early 2027.

About Habitat for Humanity of Tampa
Bay Hillshorough

Habitat for Humanity of Tampa Bay Hill-
shorough builds and renovates homes in
partnership with people in need of decent,
affordable housing and has worked with
local homeowners and the community on
more than 650 homes since 1987. Habitat
affiliates around the world have helped more
than 62 million people build or improve the
places they call home. For more information,
visit www.habitathillsborough.org.

STRONG
SWIMMERS
CONFIDENT

KIDS

At the Y, youth, teens, and adults
learn to swim in a safe, supportive
environment with nationally
certified instructors. Our lessons
build confidence, teach life-saving
water safety skills, and encourage
a lifetime of healthy activity.

SIGN UP TODAY
FOR SWIM LESSONS!

tampaymca.org
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UNITED FOOD BANK EXPANDS HUNGER
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STRAWBERRY HOUSE BED AND
BREAKFAST HAS NEW OWNERS

RELIEF WITH NEW TRUCK, FORKLIFT

United  Food
Bank & Services
(UFB) is expand- |z=s
ing its ability to
fight hunger in
Eastern Hillshor-
ough County with
the addition of a §
new refrigerat-
ed box truck and
forklift,  thanks
to the support of
community part-
ners and local government.

The nonprofit celebrated the new equip-
ment during a ribbon-cutting and reveal
ceremony held on June 23 at its Plant City
headquarters. Community leaders, fund-
ing partners and supporters gathered to
mark the milestone, which officials say will
strengthen UFB's ability to rescue, trans-
port, store and distribute fresh food to fam-
ilies in need.

The new refrigerated truck was made
possible through funding from Publix Super
Markets Charities and The Mosaic Com-
pany, while Hillshorough County provided
funding for the organization's new forklift.

District 4 Hillsborough County Commis-
sioner Christine Miller joined representa-
tives from the sponsoring organizations and
United Food Bank & Services leadership for
the ceremony, highlighting the importance
of partnerships in addressing food insecuri-
ty across the region.

According to UFB, the refrigerated truck
will significantly increase the organization's
capacity to safely transport perishable
food items, including fresh produce, dairy
products and other refrigerated goods. The
addition will allow the food bank to res-

.
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medication care, housekeeping,

memories while doing so.

Call Krlst\ fm a Personal Tour!
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We Care L]ke Famﬂy

Our community emphasmes resort- style
living with an all-inclusive approach to

maintenance, chef-prepared meals,

utilities, phone, internet, and TV. We aim

to create a vibrant and active lifestyle for
~ seniors. Living Our Best Life and making

« Medication Management Included
« Vibrant Social Activities
v Chef Inspired Meals

By Libby Hopkins

lies safely.
- The new forklift

house efficiency
by making it easier
to move, organize

=I= quantities of food.
Together, the two
pieces of equipment
are expected to in-
| crease the organiza-
tion's overall distri-

butlon capamty and help meet the growing

demand for food assistance throughout
Eastern Hillshorough County.

The investment comes as United Food
Bank & Services continues to serve a grow-
ing number of residents facing food inse-
curity. During the 2024-2025 fiscal year,
the nonprofit distributed the equivalent of
3534951 meals to children, families, se-
niors and individuals across the community.

Organization leaders said the addition-
al equipment will help expand that impact
for years to come by increasing operational
efficiency and allowing staff and volunteers
to reach more neighbors with fresh, nutri-
tious food.

United Food Bank & Services, located
at 702 E. Alsobrook St. in Plant City, pro-
vides hunger relief, nutrition education and
community support programs throughout
Eastern Hillsborough County. Its mission
is to provide dignified access to food and
essential resources for those in need while
helping families build healthier, more secure
futures.

United Food Bank & Services is a nonprof-
it organization serving Eastern Hillshorough
County through hunger relief, nutrition ed-

+ Independent Living
« Assisted Living

" Memory Care

o Respite Care

For more info visit our website

www.BridgesRetirement.com
Assisted Living Facility #11670

By Libby Hopkins

Talesha  and §&
Gary Grant have
been called a hit
of a renaissance
couple as they are
involved in many
things.

"We are both
artists, musicians
and we've been &
life coaches for
our company, He-
roic Life Strate-
gies, for 20 years, where we
help people find their pur-
pose and create a fulfilling
life as well as corporations
in their vision,” Talesha said.
"Gary is a writer currently
working on our book for our
company. He's a martial art-
ist and a guide to men, teach-
ing them to find their heroic
heart. He has an amazing ear
for music production. I'm a painter, wood
worker, singer, songwriter and make pot-
tery, and I love helping women move their
heart through art.”

The Grants are the new owners of the
historic Strawberry House Bed and Break-
fast in Plant City. The Strawberry House is
a Dutch Colonial house built in 1910 by the
Albert and Ula Miles.

"From the stories we've heard, their chil-
dren and grandchildren all grew up within
these walls,” Talesha said. “The home is lo-
cated in the historic district of Plant City,
just a mile from I-4. The previous owners,
Carol and Ken Canty, who own the state
theater right here in Plant City, are lovely
people who protected the beautiful integrity
of this historic home and themed the rooms,
which we just love! The home at some time
became a bed and breakfast; it made per-

Talesha and Gary Grant are the new owners of the Straw-
berry House Bed and Breakfast in Plant City.

| Strawber ry ]

—— HOUSE ——

* BED-&-BREAKFAST »

fect sense to call
it the Strawber-
ry House.”

The historic
bed and break-
§ fast has hosted
'f hundreds if not
| thousands  of
travelers, and
many are al-
ready reserving
their room for
the  upcoming
Strawberry Festival sea-
son.

“Prior guests still send
strawberry-themed items
to be included in the
home's decor,” Talesha
said. "We love the Straw-
berry House, and we want
to continue to keep its his-
tory and let people know
she's here.”

The Strawberry House has four themed
spaces for rent: the Wild West Room; the
Strawberry Festival Room; the Henry B.
Plant Room; which the couple lovingly refer
to as the train room; and the Strawberry
Cottage, which has two bedrooms including
a state theater theme. There is a beautiful
oasis in the backyard, a sparkling pool with
lots of greenery, umbrellas and lounging ar-
eas and a garden which is growing, small
but mighty.

"We will definitely be doing high tea
events and afternoon teas,” Talesha said.
"Our tearoom is available for rent for baby
showers, bridal showers and small parties
and intimate events.”

To learn more about the Strawberry
House Bed and Breakfast, you can visit its
website at https://strawberryhouse.co/. It is
located at 805 N. Wheeler St. in Plant City.

&,mu—

HOME SERVICE HEROES
ELECTRIC - AIR - PLUMBING

@ VETERAN OWNED

@ 247 SAME DAY SERVICE

@ LICENSED AND INSURED

Ve
@ FINANCING OPTIONS

& L
S

X v
. CaLinr\ Pv “o@
Qaay wiTv®

CALLNOW

(813)653-4221




July 2026

Brandon/Winthrop Edition

STEVE YOUNG NAMED CEO OF HCA
FLORIDA BRANDON HOSPITAL

HCA Healthcare has
named Steve Young as its
new chief executive officer.
Young returns to Brandon
Hospital after serving as
chief executive officer of
HCA Florida Blake Hospi-
tal and HCA Florida En-
glewood Hospital, bringing
more than 18 years of pro-
gressive health care lead-
ership experience within
HCA Healthcare.

Young most recently led
HCA Florida Blake Hospi-
tal, where he oversaw one
of the state’s premier Level
IT trauma centers and burn
centers. Under his leadership, the hospital
achieved record levels of patient, physician
and colleague engagement while signifi-
cantly expanding access to emergency
care through the opening of freestanding
emergency departments in Palmetto and
South Bradenton. He also strengthened
Blake Hospital's trauma and burn pro-
grams, ensuring more patients across Flor-
ida's Gulf Coast had access to advanced,
lifesaving care.

Young is also familiar with the Brandon
community, having previously served as
chief operating officer of Brandon Hos-
pital from 2019-20. During that time, he
helped oversee numerous strategic expan-
sion projects, including emergency depart-
ment growth, operating room expansion,
women's services enhancements, graduate
medical education initiatives and multi-
ple freestanding emergency departments
serving the region.

As CEO, Young W|II Iead HCA FIorlda

Staff Report

standing emergency
departments  across
Hillsborough and Polk
counties, in addition
to the hospital's main
adult emergency de-
partment and chil-
dren's ER. Together,
these facilities pro-
vide care for nearly
220,000 patients an-
nually, including more
than 165,000 emer-
gency visits.

"Steve is an accom-
plished leader with a

Steve Young, new (,E() of HCA Florida proven track record of
Brandon Hospital.

delivering exception-
al patient care, building strong cultures
and expanding access to health care,” said
Justin Brewer, chief operating officer at
Brandon Hospital. "His previous leadership
experience at Brandon Hospital, combined
with his outstanding success leading hos-
pitals across West Florida, makes him the
ideal person to lead our team.”

"T am honored to return to HCA Florida
Brandon Hospital and rejoin a team that is
deeply committed to serving this incredi-
ble community,” said Young.

Young was born and raised in Saraso-
ta and is a graduate of Cardinal Mooney
Catholic High School. He and his wife,
Katherine, have been married for nine
years and have two children, Emily (7) and
Scarlett (5).

Young earned a Master of Business
Administration from Saint Leo University
and a bachelor's degree in applied physi-
ology and kinesiology from the University
of Florida. He has been recognized for his
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NBA CHAMPION TO LEAD FLORIDA
POLY MEN'S BASKETBALL

Few coaches can match
a resume that includes
winning an NBA champi-
onship alongside Michael
Jordan and leading a col-
lege program to sustained
success on the national
stage. Dennis Hopson has
done both.

Now, Florida Polytechnic
University has named the
NBA champion and long-
time coach as the inaugu-
ral head coach of its men's
basketball program, add-
ing a leader whose career | 8

spans the highest levels of = Florida Polys first-ever men's basketball
coach Dennis Hopson.

the sport as the university
continues building Florida Poly Athletics.

Hopson brings decades of experience as
both a player and a coach, highlighted by an
NBA championship with the iconic 1991 Chi-
cago Bulls team. A former first-round NBA
Draft pick, Hopson also played with the New
Jersey Nets, the Sacramento Kings and pro-
fessional teams overseas before transition-
ing into an accomplished coaching career.

Before joining Florida Poly, Hopson
coached multiple teams, including most
recently at Lourdes University, where the
Gray Wolves won nearly 100 games in five
seasons, made three straight national tour-
nament appearances and achieved a 99 per-
cent student athlete graduation rate.

“T think my background means a whole lot
to this process and I will use it to get players
to come here,” he said. T used to be them,
and I know the importance of going to a
school that's in a great situation with a great
location and sound academics that also has
a strong basketball program.”

Hopson said he wants Florida Poly Bas-
kethall to reflect six core values: family,

Staff Report

integrity, balance, re-
spect, attitude and
leadership. And he
wants his players to
learn that basketball is
about much more than
competition.

"School work and
o other things can be
stressful, so we want
to make this to where
it's not about the
sport; it's about what
the sport can do for
you,” Hopson said.
"They're going to have
a lot of fun and we're
going to learn a lot of
life lessons through the game of basketball
because you're going to live a lot longer than
you play the game.”

Derek Lower, Florida Poly's athletic di-
rector, said Hopson is a perfect fit for the
university.

"Coach Hopson is the best person to lead
us in our inaugural basketball season,” Low-
er said. "Dennis knows how to build winning
programs that last, and his professionalism,
leadership and experience make his role as
a coach and mentor to student athletes in-
valuable.”

For Hopson, success starts with finding
the right players and making sure they can
excel on campus before setting foot on the
court.

"We want high-character people,” he said.
"We want to make sure we get people who
we don't have to worry about at night; peo-
ple who can get it done in the classroom.”

Recruiting is already underway, and Hop-
son said Florida Poly's first-ever men's bas-
ketball team is close to filling its 14-member
roster. Visit https://floridapoly.edu/news/.

#1 BUG MUGGERS
SINCE 1973
TERMIDOR 10 YEAR GUARANTEE AGAINST SUBTERRANEAN TE&MITEsg |

FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
CALL (813)685-7711

MAIN OFFICE: 108 S. ST. CLOUD AVE, VALRICO
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Food, Education, Empowerment for
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UNITED FOOD BANK
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A fun, hands-on program designed for parents, grandparents, and caregivers of VPK-10th
grade students who want to help their children and families grow, learn, and thrive.
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v+ Live cooking demonstrations featuring simple, delicious recipes

& Free books for your children or grandchildren to take home

© Free health assessments and practical wellness tips
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Upcoming Sessions: 9:30am-11:00am
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Email: mdavis@ufbpc.org
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Know The Key Dates And The Three Ways To Vote Ahead Of Florida’'s Primary Election

Staff Report

RN

VoteHillsborough

Craig Latimer
\&&7 Supervisor of Elections

In order to be an effective voter, you must be an informed voter. You need to know the key dates,
know the three methods of voting available to every voter in Hillsborough County and wear
your “I Voted Sticker” proudly.

Are You Ready To Vote?

The 2026 primary election is right
around the corner, so I want to know —
are you ready to vote? You still have time
to register to vote, request a vote-by-mail
ballot and make changes to your voter in-
formation.

Primary Election Dates & Deadlines

Deadline to register/change party:

Monday, July 20.

Deadline to request a vote-by-mail

ballot: Thursday, August 6, 5 p.m.

Votes by mail: Due to our office no

later than 7 p.m. on Tuesday, August 18.

Early voting: Monday, August 3, through

Sunday, August 16, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.

1. Online: Vote By Mail Ballot Request
2. By Phone: (813) 744-5900
3. By Fax: (813) 744-5843

1. Your name and home address
2. Your date of birth

¢ 3. Your mailing address, if different from home address (Ballots cannot be forwarded.
+ Be sure to provide your current mailing address.)

+ 4. Your signature (for written requests)
°

REQUESTING A VOTE BY MAIL BALLOT IS EASY:

4. In Person: at any of our Supervisor of Elections
REQUESTING VOTE BY MAIL FOR YOURSELF, YOU MUST OFFICES

Election day:

Tuesday, August 18, 7 a.m.-7 p.m.

Call our office at 813-744-5900 or visit
our website and use the Voter Informa-
tion Lookup tool at www.votehillshor-
ough.gov to check your status and make
any updates.

The deadline for candidates to qualify
for the ballot was June 12. Visit the Lo-
cal Candidates & Committees page of our
website to see local candidates who qual-
ified with our office, and the Candidates
and Races database on the Division of
Elections website at https://dos.elections.
myflorida.com/can-

3 YOUR_

didates/ to see who
VIOTE

STACY

FOR COUNTY
COMMISSION,

DISTRICT 5

some special taxing
districts will also
have a referendum
on the ballot.

Take a look at
this quick video
that explains Flor-
ida's closed prima-

qualified with them. Sample ballots show-
ing the races that will be on your prima-
ry election ballot will be available on our
website next month.

Understanding Primaries

During the primary, political parties
nominate state and local candidates to
move on to the general election. The rac-
es that appear on your ballot depend on
where you live and what party you belong
to.

Florida has closed primaries, which
means that you must be registered with
a political party to vote in that party’s
primary races. However, the primary elec-
tion will also include nonpartisan contests
that everybody votes on, whether affiliat-
ed with a party or not.

There will be three different ballots:
a Republican ballot, a Democratic ballot
and a nonpartisan ballot. Nonpartisan
judicial and school board

ries: https://vimeo.
com/676448886.

Legislative Updates For 2026 — What's
Changed?

You may live in
a different con- V
gressional district
because the legis-
lature changed the
district boundaries this year. Those chang-
es affect which candidates will be on your
ballot. We're sending new voter informa-
tion cards to all voters so you can see all
of your voting districts at a glance.

What Hasn't Changed?

Florida's voter registration and voting
ID requirements haven't changed for the
2026 election. If you plan to vote in per-
son, go to www.votehillsborough.gov and
search "What to Bring” to find the list of
acceptable ID.

The Last Word

VOTE BY MAIL

races will be on everyone's
ballot, and voters in State
Senate District 16, State
House District 62 and State

VETE

EARLY

Your signature can change over
time — and the signature on file
is used to verify your identity on
vote-by-mail ballots, provision-

House District 63 will have a
Universal Primary Contest on their ballot.
Universal Primary Contests occur when
all candidates for a seat have the same
party affiliation and the winner would be
unopposed in the general election.

al ballots and petitions. Call us
at 813-744-5900, go to www.votehills-
borough.gov or visit any of our offices or
public libraries to get a voter registration

application (https://registertovoteflorida.

gov/home) and update your signature so

FISCAL
RESPONSIBILITY

SAFER
COMMUNITIES
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GROWTH &
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VOTESTACYHAHN.COM

PAID FOR AND APPROVED BY STACY HAHN FOR COUNTY COMMISSION, DISTRICT 5
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DISTRICT 2 DISTRICT 6
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Brittany Lyssy Daniela Simic Chris Taylor Kenneth Gay Sally Harris Karen Perez
www.votebrittanylyssy.com www.danielaforschools.com  www.electchristaylor.com www.votekennethgay.com Williamson www.keepkarenperez.com

www.sallyharris.org
COUNTY COMMISSIONER COUNTY COMMISSIONER
DISTRICT 3 DISTRICT 5

Twanda E. Bradley Gwen Myers Donna Cameron Stacy Hahn
www.votetwandabradley

e www.votegwenmyers.com Cepeda
district3.com

www.votestacyhahn.com

nups7/donnacameroncepeda.com

COUNTY COMMISSIONER CUIT
DISTRICT 7
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Aileen Rodriguez Cindy Stuart Luis Aguila Sara Peacock

www.voteaileen2026.com www.facebook.com/Vote www.louieforjudge.com  www.sarapeacockforjudge.com
CindyStuart

13TH JUDICIAL COURT
GROUP 13

ARE YOU
READY
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Nina McGucken Jim Wimsatt
Alvarez www.jimforjudge.com
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SARA PEACOCK

MIKE BELTRAN

13TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, GROUP 7

Few judicial can-
didates bring the
combination of ex-
perience, community
involvement and pro-
fessional respect that
Sara Peacock offers.
A Tampa native, Pea-
cock has spent her life
in the community she
now seeks to serve as
a circuit judge.

Inspired by her par-
ents, who are both
attorneys, for the past 15 years Peacock
has built a legal career that has prepared
her for the responsibilities of the bench.
Her experience includes family law, crimi-
nal defense and civil litigation, giving her
a broad understanding of the issues that
come before the circuit court. She has
handled matters affecting individuals and
families, earning a reputation for fairness,
professionalism and sound judgment.

The respect Peacock has earned
throughout her career is reflected in the
broad support she has received from the
legal community. Her endorsements in-
clude a retired chief justice of the Florida
Supreme Court, numerous retired appel-
late and circuit court judges, the retired
Hillsborough County public defender and
more than 30 former presidents of local
and statewide bar associations. Those
who have worked with Peacock and ob-

Staff Report

served her career
firsthand recognize in
her the qualities of an
outstanding judge.

Away from the
courtroom, Peacock
is deeply involved in
her community. She
is married to Jason
Bartos, and they have
two children. She vol-
unteers at her chil-
dren’s school, serves
as 'Cookie Mom' for
her daughter’s Girl Scout troop, sings with
the Tampa Oratorio Singers, volunteers
with efforts to help children facing food
insecurity and serves as an elder at Pal-
ma Ceia Presbyterian Church, where she
has been a lifelong member. Her commit-
ment to service reflects the same values
of responsibility and leadership that have
guided her legal career.

Peacock understands that judges make
decisions that affect real people and real
families. She believes every person de-
serves to be treated with fairness, dignity
and respect, and that every case deserves
careful preparation and thoughtful con-
sideration.

Those qualities have defined Peacock’s
career and make her the right choice for
circuit judge.

For more about Peacock, visit her web-
site at www.sarapeacockforjudge.com.

FLORIDA CONGRESS, DISTRICT 14

Staff Report

Former Conservative
Republican State Repre-
sentative Mike Beltran
is running for Congress
District 14 - a newly
configured district that
includes all of South and
East Hillshorough, includ-
ing Brandon, Riverview,
Valrico, Lithia, Blooming-
dale, Durant, Sun City
Center, Apollo Beach,
Ruskin, Wimauma, Balm,
Gibsonton, Plant City,
Dover, and Seffner as
well as South and West Tampa.

For six years, Beltran served the people
of Southern and Eastern Hillsborough Coun-
ty as their voice in Tallahassee. Beltran is
a leader on issues related to the judiciary
and constitution and is a fierce advocate
for Hillsborough County. He was appointed
by Governors Rick Scott and Ron DeSantis
to the Judicial Nominating Commission for
Florida's Thirteenth Circuit Court in Hillsbor-
ough County.

"I'm running for Congress to fight to de-
fend the Constitution, preserve individual
liberty, uphold the rule of law and preserve
the American Dream for my sons' genera-
tion.” Beltran is Pro-life, Pro-Trump, will be
tough on violent crime and illegal immigra-
tion, and has promised to pursue a constitu-
tional amendment to redress birth tourism
and anchor babies. Beltran is endorsed by

Gun Owners of America,
over 20 current or former
Florida State legislators,
including Former Senate
President Tom Lee, over a
dozen local officials, includ-
ing Commissioner Josh
Wostal, over ten former
. judges or JNC members,
| over ten local Republican
Club officials, four previous
. candidates for FL-14, four
Trump lawyers, including
a former Ambassador,

- eils and many veterans and
high-ranking officers and law enforcement
personnel, including two Generals and three
Colonels.

Beltran is also an Eagle Scout and takes
pride in this formative experience he had
growing up. He attended the University of
Pennsylvania and graduated in 2005 with
a B.A. and honors in international relations,
magna cum laude. He then went on to earn
his law degree from Harvard Law School
in 2008 before moving to Florida in 2010,
where he served as a law clerk to a federal
district judge. Beltran has been recognized
as an OQutstanding Young Florida Lawyer.
He is still a practicing business attorney by
trade, and he is happily married to his wife,
Hope. The couple have two young sons, Mi-
chael and Ross.

For more, visit Beltran's campaign website
at www.beltranforcongress.com.

Best Choice ?-3

for Judge

PREPARED KNOWLEDGEABLE FAIR

Sara Peacock has been practicing law for 15 years with experience
in criminal defense, family law, civil litigation, and insurance litigation.
She’s tried 68 jury trials, including both criminal and civil cases.

She is involved in our community and volunteers for deserving causes.
A Hillsborough County native, Sara is married with two children and is
an elder at her church.
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SaraPeacockforJudge.com

Political advertisement paid for and approved by Sara Peacock for Circuit Court Judge, Circuit 13

CUT spending & LOWER costs for Florida families.

BALANCE the budget & CLEAN UP Washington.

FINISH the wall & DEPORT criminals.

SAFEGUARD our Second®Amendmentsrights.

PROTECT innocent life at EVERY stage.

END the woke military agenda & ensure peace through STRENGTH.
KEEP parents - NOT bureaucrats - in control of their child’s education.

WHERE
STANDS:

AMERICA FIRST.
FLORIDA ALWAYS.

Paid for by Mike Beltran for Congress

BeltranforCongress.com MBeltranFL

ElectMikeBeltran
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NINA ALVAREZ
13TH JUDICIAL COURT, GROUP 13

For Nina McGucken Al-
varez, serving the people
of Hillsborough County is
both a professional calling
and a personal mission. As
a third-generation Tampa-
nian and lifelong resident
of Hillshorough County,
Alvarez has spent her life
building strong connec-
tions within the communi-
ty she proudly calls home.
Her commitment to fair-
ness, justice and public service has guided
a legal career spanning more than 17 years
and has earned her a reputation as a com-
passionate advocate and skilled attorney.

Alvarez brings a diverse range of legal
experience to her work. For the past de-
cade, she has been the owner of McGucken
Alvarez, PA, a law firm concentrating in
family law, probate and guardianship mat-
ters. Through her private practice, she has
helped families navigate some of life’s most
challenging circumstances with compassion,
professionalism and a steadfast commit-
ment to protecting their rights.

In addition to her private practice, Alvarez
serves as assistant regional counsel with the
Office of Criminal Conflict and Civil Regional
Counsel in Tampa. She is privileged to serve
as the only attorney in Hillshorough County
appointed to represent indigent clients with
developmental disabilities. This unique role

\\\\\

THIRD GENERATION
TAMPANIAN

» 17 YEARS OF COURT
EXPERIENCE

+ PROUD WIFE AND MOTHER

« COMMITTED TO COMMUNITY
AND PUBLIC SERVICE

COMMITTED TO JUSTICE

McGUCKEN

#LVAREZ
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reflects both her special-
ized legal knowledge and
her passion for advocating
for vulnerable members of
the community. Her work
in public service has pro-
vided her with extensive
courtroom experience and
reinforced her belief that
every individual deserves
equal access to justice,
regardless of their circum-
stances.

She has also served for 15 years on the
Hillsborough County court-appointed regis-
try for incapacity, guardianship and guard-
ian advocacy matters, gaining valuable in-
sight into the legal and personal challenges
faced by families and individuals requiring
court protection.

Beyond her professional achievements,
Alvarez is deeply rooted in family values.
She has been married for 19 years and is the
proud mother of two daughters. Her career
and family have shaped her understanding
of the issues that matter most to local fami-
lies and strengthened her commitment to
ensuring every person has a voice and a fair
chance at justice.

With experience, integrity and a lifelong
dedication to Hillshorough County, Nina
McGucken Alvarez remains focused on our
community with fairness, impartiality and
respect for the rule of law.

OLITICALLY-SPERKING

SALLY HARRIS
SCHOOL BOARD MEMBER, DIST. 6

Longtime educator, business owner and
community leader Sally Harris has dedicat-
ed her life to improving educational oppor-
tunities for children and families throughout
Hillsborough County. Now, she hopes to con-
tinue that work by bringing her experience
and ideas back to public service.

Harris founded Circle C Ranch Academy
in Tampa in 1985, launching what would be-
come one of the area’s most respected early
childhood education programs. For nearly
four decades, the academy has earned lo-
cal, regional and national recognition for
excellence, receiving repeated national ac-
creditations and maintaining the Florida De-
partment of Children & Families Gold Seal of
Excellence since 1999.

Beyond her work in education, Harris
has been actively involved in the commu-
nity. She has been a member of the South
Tampa Chamber of Commerce since 1984
and served as its president from 1988-89.
She has also held leadership positions with

By McKenzie Brown

several professional and civic or-
ganizations, including the Florida
Vocational Association, the Busi-

© Association and the Hillsbor-
. ¥ ough Association for Child Care
. Professionals.
‘'». Harris previously served on
the Hillsborough County School
I Board from 2014-18 and later
= served as board chair. During her
= tenure, district graduation rates
increased by 15 percent, reach-
ing 83 percent in 2018. She also championed
teacher pay raises, supported workforce de-
velopment and apprenticeship programs.

Harris said she decided to run because
she believes she can still make a meaningful
difference in the lives of students and educa-
tors. "I felt like I still had some great ideas
and work that could make a difference.”

Among her priorities is improving kin-
dergarten readiness. Harris noted that only
about 50 percent of children enter kinder-
garten fully prepared and believes expand-
ing access to the county's free Voluntary
Prekindergarten program could help ad-
dress the issue.

A mother of five, foster parent to more
than 30 children and grandmother of nine,
Harris has built a career centered on service,
leadership and a commitment to helping
children succeed.

Contact Sally Harris at 813-766-8429 or
visit her online at www.sallyharris.org.
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JIM WIMSATT

13TH JUDICIAL COURT, GROUP 13

im  Wimsatt under-
stands that when people
walk into a courtroom,
they are often facing some
of the most important
moments of their lives.
Decisions about children,
families, homes, finances
and futures can have last-
ing consequences. Those
decisions deserve a circuit
judge with experience,
judgment, compassion and
integrity.

Wimsatt has spent the
last 22 years building a
legal career that reflects those values. A
graduate of Georgetown University Law
Center, he has earned a reputation as a
thoughtful attorney, a respected advocate
and a dedicated member of the legal com-
munity.

For the past decade, Wimsatt has con-
centrated on family law, handling cases that
affect the future of children, loved ones,
homes, jobs and income. That experience
is especially important because family law
cases account for roughly 40 percent of
all circuit court cases in Florida. He under-
stands that behind every case file is a family
seeking fairness, stability and justice.

His peers have recognized both his legal
ability and his character. Wimsatt has been
named to Best Lawyers in America for four
consecutive years and Super Lawyers for

Ea
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two consecutive years.
" He also holds the pres-
tigious AV Preeminent
rating from Martin-
dale-Hubbell, an honor
awarded to less than
5 percent of attorneys
who demonstrate the
highest levels of profes-
sional excellence, ethics
and legal skill.

Outside the court-
room, Wimsatt believes
in serving the commu-
nity he hopes to serve on
the bench. He volunteers
with organizations that help families in
need, serves in community leadership roles
and gives his time to mentoring young peo-
ple through Scouting. He and his wife, Lau-
ren, have been married for 15 years and are
raising their two children, Lucy and Beck, in
Hillsborough County.

Voters deserve judges who will approach
every case with fairness, preparation and
respect for the people whose lives are af-
fected by their decisions. Wimsatt has
spent his career earning that trust. He has
the experience, temperament and integrity
to serve the people of Hillshorough County
with distinction.

Please vote Jim Wimsatt for circuit judge.

For more information about Wimsatt and
his campaign for circuit judge, visit https://
jimforjudge.com/.

Families Matter to Jim Wimsatt

Jim Wimsatt is a highly skilled family law attorney. That's important
when Family Law Cases make up roughly 40% of all circuit court
cases in Florida. Citizens deserve a judge who is knowledgeable,
prepared, compassionate and fair when they go to court and the
future of the children, loved ones, house, job and income is on the
line. Jim Wimsatt is the judge you want when you go to court.

Attorney for 22 years

Super Lawyers:
2024 and 2025

Best Lawyers in America:
2023, 2024, 2025, 2026

Rated AV Preeminent
by Martindale-Hubbell
since 2022

Juris Doctor from
Georgetown University

S AT
WIMSH e

Paid by Jim Wimsatt for Circuit Judge, Circuit 13

LUIS "LOUVIE' AGUILA
13TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, GROUP 7

Luis ‘Louie” Agui-
lais a lifelong Tam-
panian, dedicated
public servant, and
experienced pros-
ecutor commit-
ted to protecting
the community he
proudly calls home.

Born and raised
in Tampa, Aguila
attended St. Law-
rence Catholic
School, graduated
from Tampa Catho-
lic High School and
earned degrees from Florida College, the
University of South Florida and Barry Uni-
versity School of Law.

Aguila’s story reflects the American
Dream. His father, grandparents and uncle
immigrated from Cuba in the early 1960s
seeking opportunity and a better future.
Through hard work, sacrifice and determi-
nation, Aguila’s grandfather built a success-
ful family business that became a Tampa
tradition. La Ideal and Aguila Sandwich
Shop were more than local restaurants —
they represented the values of faith, family,
perseverance and service that continue to
guide Aguila today.

From a young age, Aguila learned that
success is earned through hard work and
integrity. Those values inspired him to pur-
sue a career in public service.

Staff Report

Since becoming an
attorney in 2014, Agu-
ila has devoted his ca-
reer to seeking justice
and protecting fami-
lies. During eight years
with the Hillsborough
County State Attor-
ney's Office, he prose-
cuted serious crimes,
including homicide, do-
mestic violence, child
abuse, sexual assault
and drug trafficking.
Today, he serves in the
Florida Attorney Gen-
eral's Office as a member of the Cold Case
Unit, working to solve unsolved homicides
and bringing answers to families who have
waited years for justice.

Beyond the courtroom, Aguila is a de-
voted husband and proud father of two
daughters. He is a parishioner of St. Tim-
othy Catholic Church and remains deeply
involved in his community. Aguila coaches
his daughters’ Little League softball team,
helping teach the next generation the val-
ues of teamwork, discipline and respect.

Luis ‘Louie’ Aguila is a qualified attor-
ney, proven leader, devoted family man and
proud son and grandson of Cuban immi-
grants. He has spent his career serving the
people of Hillsborough County with honor
and integrity. Now, he is ready to continue
that service as your next circuit court judge.
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Tampa native, born and raised in the

community

Currently specializes in cold cases and

missing person

State of Florida

¢, @ % g Handled cases involving violence against

softball coach
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investigations

Prosecuted fentanyl trafficking throughout the

children as a member of the Special Victims

s = Unit
\* ® Proud husband, father and Little League
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POLITICALLYSPEAKING

STACY HAHN
COUNTY COMMISSIONER, DIST. 5

Stacy Hahn E
has called Hills-
borough  County
home for 25 years.

"My  husband,
Jeff, and T raised
our three sons [
here because we £
believe in  this &
community and §
the opportunities
it offers families,”
Hahn said. “For ™=
the past eight years, I've had the privilege of
serving on the Hillsborough County School
Board, overseeing one of the nation's largest
school districts, managing a multibillion-dol-
lar budget and working to protect taxpayer
dollars while improving outcomes for stu-
dents.”

Throughout her service, she has listened,
turned conversations into action and built
partnerships that solve complex challenges.
Before serving in elected office, she was pro-
fessor at the University of South Florida.

"Public service has always been about giv-
ing back to the community that has given so
much to my family, and I'm committed to
continuing that service by helping Hillsbor-
ough County remain a place where families
and businesses can thrive,” Hahn said.

Hahn earned a reputation for fiscal re-
sponsibility, transparency and delivering
high-quality outcomes for students. She is
now running for County Commission, Dis-

T trict 5, to bring the
=== same disciplined,
Ss=m=e== results-driven
=== |eadership to the
community.

“I'm running for
m county commis-
sion to bring that
same leadership,
accountability and
. problem-solving
SSS= approach to the
' decisions that will
shape our community's future,” Hahn said.
"My priorities are straightforward: protect
taxpayers, improve infrastructure, support
law enforcement and first responders and
ensure growth is planned responsibly so our
quality of life is protected.”

"Through initiatives like the Early Child-
hood Literacy Fair, Storytime Online, the
Early Childhood Literacy Bus and commu-
nity book distributions, we've helped thou-
sands of children develop a love of reading
before they enter the classroom,” Hahn said.

"If elected, I want people to know they
have a commissioner who is accessible, pre-
pared, fiscally responsible and committed to
making thoughtful decisions that strength-
en our community for generations to come,”
she said. "When we work together, we cre-
ate deeper, more lasting impacts.”

To learn more about Hahn or become in-
volved in her campaign, you can visit her
website at www.votestacyhahn.com.

COME MEET YOUR CANDIDATES AT
THE 2026 CANDIDATE CONNECTION

By Libby Hopkins

» « « ARE

YOU *« » *

READY 1o VOTE?

Three Ways To Vote

Due by 7 PM on August 18

2026 PRIMARY ELECTION

Deadline to Register or Change Parties: July 20

* Xk

hd

Vote By Mail

they are open.

-
10 AM -6 PM

Mark your ballot at home, then mail it back or drop it
off at any Early Voting site or any of our offices when

Request your ballot online or by giving our office a call.

August 3 - August 16

Early Voting

August 18
7AM -7 PM

L1

Vote in person at any of 27 different
locations in Hillsborough County.

Your Last Day
to Vote

Election Day

VoteHillsborough

On Election Day, you must
vote in the polling place
assigned to your precinct.

Get answers you can trust — 4
VoteHillsborough.gov « (813) 744-5900

Craig Latimer
¢ Supervisor of Elections

Staff Report

The Brandon 25 : m'E%YICA visions,  priorities
lE{Nerwew Cham- ﬂBRCC % _ _and policy positions
er of Com- BRANDON RIVERVIEW | in a more personal

merce is proud
to present the
2026 Candidate
Connection, for-
merly known
as the Hob Nob,
on Thursday,
August 6, from
6-8 pm. at The
Regent, located
at 6437 Watson 5 IR s
Rd. in Riverview. This year's event, present-
ed by Curry Law Group and powered by
RSA Consulting Group, will also commem-
orate America’s 250th birthday, providing
a meaningful opportunity for civic engage-
ment while celebrating our nation's history.

Candidate Connection is designed to con-
nect voters with the individuals seeking to
serve their communities. The event offers a
welcoming, nonpartisan environment where
attendees can meet candidates, visit sponsor
and community organization booths, learn
about local initiatives and public services
and engage in meaningful conversations
with neighbors and community leaders.

For attendees seeking a more in-depth
experience, VIP admission includes early en-
try from 5-6 p.m. and exclusive small-group
conversations with participating candidates.
These sessions provide an opportunity to
hear directly from candidates about their
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setting.

Candidates cur-
rently scheduled to
participate include
Sara Peacock, judge
candidate; Daniela
Simic, Hillsborough
County School
Board; Sally Harris
Williamson,  Hill-
: shorough  County
School Board, District 6; Nina McGucken Al-
varez, circuit judge; Louie Aguila, judge can-
didate; Bob Henriquez, Hillshorough County
property appraiser; Joshua Wostal, Hillsbor-
ough County Commission, District 7; Cindy
Stuart, Hillsborough County Commission,
District 7; Stacy Hahn, Hillsborough County
Commission, District 5 (countywide); Britta-
ny Lyssy, Hillshorough County School Board;
Aileen Rodriguez, Hillsborough County Com-
mission, District 7; Kevin Steele, U.S. Con-
gress; and Bea Valenti, U.S. Congress.

Additional candidates may be announced
prior to the event.

“Candidate Connection is one of our com-
munity's most important civic engagement
events,” said Amber Aaron, president and
CEO of the Brandon Riverview Chamber
of Commerce. For ticket information and
event details, visit www.centralhillshorough-
chamber.com.

Carlson

Acupuncture Physician
Private room consultation & treatment

Services Offered:

Acupuncture | Cupping | Injection Therapy
Vitamin Injections | Herbal Consult

Conditions Treated:

Chronic Pain | Sciatica | Sports Injury | Tendonitis
Digestive Issues | Heartburn | Headaches
Migraines | IBS | Nausea | Vomiting | And Many More!

If you don’t see your condition listed let’s connect and see what acupuncture can do for you.

You're just a poke away from halanced heaith!
813.535.0693 | FloatingSpringsacu.com

500 Vonderburg Dr. 214C West

triot Arms
Outfitting

Patriot Arms & Outfitting
line.com

I13-H EAST BRANDON BLVD
BRANDON, FL 33511
PATRIOTARMSONLINE COM
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SENIORS BRING SKILL & SPIRIT TO
BRAIN & BODY CHALLENGE

Staff Report

Seniors  took
on a World
Cupstyle
penalty  kick
challenge and
an NBAin-
e spired  bas-

e letball  free
throw  con-
test, showed
off their best
moves during

Photo Courtesy of Hillsborough County g lively dan-

The Dance Challenge champions were the Ruskin Monsters of Mayhem.

More than 400 energetic seniors age 50+
came together for Hillsborough County Ag-
ing Services' annual Brain and Body Chal-
lenge, transforming the event into a playful
showdown between superheroes and super-
villains. The day was packed with high-ener-
gy activities, plenty of laughter, and a strong
sense of community pride.

This year's Challenge highlighted how
older adults across the county continue em-
bracing active, connected lifestyles. Aging
Services emphasized that pairing physical
movement with mental engagement sup-
ports overall wellness, sharpens cognitive
skills, and helps maintain daily vitality. The
upbeat environment underscored how ac-
cessible, social activities can motivate se-
niors to stay active and involved.

"This was my first time attending, and I
really enjoyed it. It was wonderful meeting
new people and seeing the care and atten-
tion given to seniors,” said Ruskin Senior
Center resident Roman Delosseentos. “You
can tell they truly look after their commu-
nity. My favorite part of the day was playing
basketball.”

Participants arrived dressed as their fa-
vorite heroes and villains, setting the stage
for friendly competition throughout the day.

ceoff, and
tackled quiz-
style mental games designed to boost mem-
ory, focus, and problemsolving.

Top honors for team competitions went
to:

* Champions: Progress Village Black Pan-
thers

e 2nd Place: Town 'N Country Crimson
Avengers

* 3rd Place: Plant City Spicy Strawberries

The Dance Challenge champions were the
Ruskin Monsters of Mayhem.

Individual winners also shined in soccer
and basketball challenges, as well as two
timed brain competitions - color stack-
ing and puzzle completion - with standout
participants representing Progress Village,
Oaks at Riverview, Ruskin, Brandon, Plant
City, and JL Young.

The success of this year's event was made
possible thanks to the support of 15 dedicat-
ed sponsors.

By bringing together participants from
multiple senior centers, the Brain and Body
Challenge strengthened friendships, encour-
aged new connections, and celebrated how
communitydriven wellness continues to em-
power older adults throughout Hillsborough
County.
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Memorial Park | Funeral Home | Crematory

’ DIGNITY, COMPASSION, & A BEAUTIFUL LEGACY.

OUR WELCOMING FUNERAL HOME.

Full Traditional & Contemporary Funerals
Cremations | Receptions | Celebrations of Life

PLAN AHEAD WITH CONFIDENCE.

- Prearrangements & Easy Financing Options available. |
Call 813-677-9494 for a personal consultation, )

/. \ISITUS AT: 6919 Providence Road, Riverview, FL 33578
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K- 8TH TUITION
FREE PUBLIC
CHARTER SCHOOL

NOW ENROLLING §
ceb-27

Leader in Me School
1to 1 Apple Technology

S.M.AR.T. Curriculum l.E— 3
(813) 603-9340

NAVIGATORACADEMYVALRICO.COM

Before/After Care

Science and Engineering

Dash
from pain
to purpose.

Your Orthopedic Experts in Tampa

Orthopedic care is about more than procedures and
treatments. It’s about having the expertise to help

you come back stronger — recovered and ready.

At AdventHealth, we believe in the strength of the
human spirit, and we are here for the next step in your
comeback story.

Schedule an appointment today.
FloridaOrthoExperts.com

.
AdventHealth
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Chill Cawfee & Quig’s
Kava Lounge Moves From

Valrico To FishHawk

Chill Cawfee & Quig's Kava
Lounge is a family-owned com-
munity gathering place de-
signed to bring people together
throughout the day. In the morn-
ing, guests can enjoy handcraft-
ed coffee, espresso drinks and a
welcoming cafe atmosphere. As
the day transitions into evening,
Quig's Kava Lounge provides a
relaxing, alcohol-free social envi-
ronment featuring premium kava beverag-
es, community events and entertainment.
Its goal is to create a place where friends,
families, professionals, entrepreneurs and
neighbors can connect, work, relax and
build relationships. Whether you're looking
for your morning coffee or a comfortable
place to meet friends, enjoy live entertain-
ment, participate in community events or
simply unwind after a long day, Chill Caw-
fee & Quig's Kava Lounge offers a unique
experience that combines hospitality, well-
ness and community under one roof.

Chill Cawfee is now located at 16741
FishHawk Blvd. in Lithia after moving from
its Valrico location. For additional infor-
mation, visit its websites at https://chill-
cawfee.com/ and https://quigskavalounge.
com/.

HealthSource Chiropractic Of
Valrico Ribbon Cutting

At HealthSource Chiropractic of Valrico,
its goal is to help every patient get back
to doing what they love. Whether you're

recovering from an injury, man-
aging chronic pain or looking to
improve your overall health and mobility, it
is committed to providing the tools, treat-
ments and support you need to keep mov-
ing forward. Alongside personalized care
focused on long-term wellness and recov-
ery, services include spinal decompression
therapy, high-powered laser therapy, func-
tional rehabilitation, chiropractic adjust-
ments, shockwave therapy and wellness
care designed to address the root cause of
pain and dysfunction.

HealthSource Chiropractic of Valrico is
located at 1995 E. SR 60 in Valrico. For
additional information, visit its website at
www.healthsourcechiro.com/location/val-
rico/ or call 813-315-8491.

Rosemary Real Estate Team At
Flip Side Realty By Design
Rosemary Leist specializes in 55-plus
residential home sales and lives locally in
Sun City Center. She has an extensive pro-
fessional background in the legal/regula-
tory arena which has led to valuable skills
in the art of negotiation. Having practiced

'HealthSource

Amencas Chuopfacmr -

real estate in Florida, Tennessee and Wash-
ington, D.C., she has acquired a unique bal-
ance of southern charm and northeastern
tenacity. As an ordained minister, her core
beliefs provide a solid foundation of integ-
rity and trust. She looks forward to earning
your business.

To contact Leist, call
301-399-4332. For more
information, visit https://
rosemaryrealestateteam.
com/.

AYR Cannabis Dis-
pensary Celebrates ¢ %
Grand  Opening |
With Ribbon-cut- [
ting Ceremony In
Brandon

The Brandon Riverview Chamber of
Commerce proudly joined AYR Cannabis
Dispensary in celebrating the grand open-

ing of its newest location at 1409 W. Bran-
don Blvd. in Brandon with a ribbon-cutting
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ceremony on June 3.
The event marked
an important mile-
+ stone for the com-
[ rany as it continues
to expand access to
medical  cannabis
services throughout
Florida.

Smylie Legacy
Law Celebrates
Move With Rib-

bon Cutting
Smylie Legacy

Law celebrated a move to Ware Boulevard,
close to Adamo Drive.

Owner Scott Smylie lives in Valrico and
is passionate about giving families the gift
of order and peace instead of chaos when a
loved one passes away. Smylie Legacy Law

is an estate planning and elder law boutique
firm that focuses on helping clients create
and understand their estate plans.

Smylie Legacy Law is located at 410 Ware
Blvd., Ste. 818, in Tampa. To learn more, visit
https://smylielegacylaw.com/ or call 813-
667-6808.

Get closer to the wild in the all-new Lion & Hyena Ridge at
Busch Gardens Tampa Bay.

Come Face-to-face with America's largest lion coalition and their clever neighbors, the hyenas.
This all-new immersive habitat puts you directly into the savannah and gives you an experience

unlike anywhere else.

BE AMONG THE FIRST TO EXPERIENCE
LION & HYENA RIDGE WITHA
BUSCH GARDENS ANNUAL PASS!

Scan here to purchase
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BRIDGEWATER

LANDING

Discover carefree living in our
welcoming 55+ apartment
community. Enjoy spacious homes,
modern conveniences, and a friendly
atmosphere where neighbors
become friends. With beautifully
Mmaintained grounds and a location
close to shopping and dining, you'll
find the perfect blend of comfort,
iIndependence, and connection.

building a brighter tomorrow

Final Opportunity in
Lake Toscana
Now left.
$50,000 off your
design selections™
1/2 acre lots, semi-custom

homes, lake or conservation [P

views on every lot

813-934-2206

Visit Our Model Home
5333 Lake Venice Dr Wimauma,
FL 33598




TURNING SUMMER GOALS INTO SOLD SIGNS

The EPpLrinet au Need. The Besults yau DL,
THE #1 RESIDENTIAL RESALE AGENT IN

HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY

4736 WOODS LANDING LN 4036 MOORES LAKE RD

3BR/2BA/2CAR + 1.20 ACRES 4BR/2.5BA/2CAR + LOFT + 4BR/2BA/2CAR + 1.14-ACRES
$625,000 FENCED YARD $550,000
$489,000

1227 RAINBROOK CIR 3143 PLEASANT WILLOW CT 4822 PORTOBELLO CIR

4BR/3.5BA/2CAR + POOL/SPA 3BR/2.5BA/1CAR 5BR/3BA/2CAR + POOL
$585,000 $275,000 $529,000

2718 GARDEN FALLS DR 306 E LANGFORD DR 208 ELMVIEWCT

4BR/2.5BA/2CAR + LOFT + 3BR/1BA + CARPORT + FENCED 3BR/2.5BA/2CAR + GATED
FENCED YARD YARD COMMUNITY
$398,000 $250,000 $337,500
DELIVERING RESULTS YEAR AFTER YEAR
64 Direct: 813-924-8677 LN
. Office: 813-655-5333 - AR

Brenda@BrendaWade.com

www.BrendaWade.com

ELLER LIA/ S50 d
Top Producer

2002-2025 1709 Bloomingdale Ave, Valrico, FL 33596




