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CHAIRMAN’S
WELCOME

Today we welcome old friends, Bedford Blues, 
back to Clifton Lane, for our second home fixture 
of the new Champ Rugby 2026/27 season. This is 
their first visit since the 2017-18 season, and there 
is more on the head-to -head history between our 
two clubs elsewhere in the programme. We 
welcome them all; players, o�cials, supporters, 
and hope they enjoy their day.   

In addition to our guests from Bedford Blues, all 
of whom will be kindly hosted by our VP’s; we 
welcome our other visitors and their guests 
including Franco Ventura from McDonalds, Mick 
Appleyard from Map Services, Chris Hartley from 
CLH Accounting, Daniel Holland from Apollo 
Blinds, Paul Hewson from EnerSys, Jeremy Neal 
from Jeremy Neal Funeral Directors, Alex Baker 
from Shillito Group, Julian Broome, Mel Smith 
and Charles Thickett – a very warm welcome to 
you all - I hope you have an excellent day with us. 

Our first home game against Coventry was an 
exciting, fast paced match, with the result in the 
balance to the final few minutes. The prediction 
graphic that Champ Rugby shared on the Friday 
showed that very few people felt we would win, 
and the high quality of the game made some sit 
up and take notice that Rotherham can certainly 
upset predictions in this league.  

The away game at Worcester Warriors was always 
going to prove a seriously tough challenge, and it 
proved that this time the Champ predictions were 
correct. For Harvey and the coaches, it was an 
opportunity to see how the new squad would 
react to a packed, passionate stadium, against 
high-quality full-time professional players, on a 
fast artificial surface.  

For parts of the game, we matched them in 
intensity, but every error was punished, allowing 
them to rack up the points. We look forward to the 
return match at Clifton Lane, where I know we will 
have a bumper crowd travelling from Worcester, 
keen to re-visit the scene of some memorable 
matches between our two clubs.  

Comments on social media from the Worcester 
faithful showed how pleased they were to have us 
at Sixways again, with the #ShedOnTour warmly 
welcomed back into the Champ.  

The coverage of Champ Rugby games by Clubber 
TV, have allowed those unable to head to Sixways 
the chance to watch in our Clubhouse at Clifton 
Lane. Doncaster Knights have featured on the first 2 
games with Blaze TV on a Sunday, and we are 
looking forward to Sunday November 1st, when we 
welcome Cornish Pirates for our first home Sunday 
fixture at Clifton Lane. 

The Champ was always going to be a huge step up 
for the Club, on and o� the field, and we appreciate 
your patience as we continue to upgrade the 
facilities at Clifton Lane, and as our squad comes to 
terms with the demands of rugby at this level. There 
will be many more highs, such as the win against 
Coventry, and some days where the results will be 
tough to take, such as last Saturday. As always, we 
appreciate your 
support, home and 
away. 

Enjoy the game. 

Nick Cragg 

Chairman  

by Nick Cragg





FROM THE
COACHES DEN
We said going into the Champ that we would 
experience some real highs, but also some lows 
and we’re probably going to see some more 
during the remainder of the season. We’re in that 
position where we are new to a league, where we 
are playing against some teams that are in a 
similar position to us in a semi-professional 
environment and other teams that are in a 
full-time environment and there’s always levels 
within that. 

For parts of the Worcester game I think we 
battled really well and created opportunities and 
in other parts I’m afraid we probably all feel we 
could have been better. The important bit here is 
everyone says we’ve got to learn from this game 
and we will learn. I’m going to ask the players to 
define that and to be a little bit more specific. So, 
if you are going to learn from this game, what are 
you going to learn. What are the key areas that 
we need to action and coach to make sure we can 
be better. How do we handle pressure in a 
di�erent way, how do we embrace occasions and 
whatever that may look like and that’s where the 
team will continue to grow and the more we are 
exposed to it the better.  

When we were at 12 all, people probably don’t 
see the 21 points we shipped through our errors. 
If we don’t make those errors, we score and that 
influences the game. In the second half I have to 
really commend our players, there was no score 
for almost 20 minutes and we created several 
opportunities during that spell, but another error 
gives them another score and then through the 
back end of the game it was broken up and it was 
di�cult. But we also must be very clear, don’t 
take anything away from Worcester, they’re 
champions for a reason and on that surface, they 
were very good. 

We now move on to Bedford, and we must 
mention Mike Rayer. Mike is a great coach; he’s 
been at Bedford a long time and what he’s 
achieved there is exceptional. 

You see the first two results they’ve had, but 
don’t be fooled; Mike has a great deal of 
experience and his players will be calm and 
they’ll understand exactly what they need to 
bring to turn around a result and they are 
definitely a team that can make that happen in an 
exceptional way.   
 

You don’t have a track record like Bedford if you’re 
not a good team that not well coached. They were 
finalists last year and are known for being very 
competitive and I expect a very tough fixture and a 
reaction. We all understand they ended the season 
late and with being in the final last year they 
probably and rightly so gave their players a little bit 
more time o� over the summer, but now they are 2 
weeks into the campaign they’ll be ready to hit 
their stride. 

Bedford know how to plan a season, and they know 
they don’t have to finish top of the table; they’ll be 
strategically planning their campaign and what it 
looks like to be in the play-o�s, and they’ll be ready 
to perform at the business end of the season. They 
are very powerful up front, very physical and very 
direct, but they’ve still got that ability to play with 
speed and out wide they finish really well. 

We’ve got a few bangs and bruises and they’ll be a 
few changes, similar to last week; but we are back 
at home in front of our supporters and it’s going to 
be another helluva challenge. We are not looking at 
end outcomes; we’re looking at training well and 
challenging ourselves.  

We’ve been thrown in the deep end with Coventry, 
Worcester and Bedford. We’ve now got to come o� 
the back of two very big games and put in another 
performance, so our focus will be a little bit more 
on ourselves. It will be looking specifically at key 
areas where we can make improvements and if we 
continue to get that right, we’ll continue to develop 
throughout the season. 

Enjoy the game, 

Harvey    

by Harvey Biljon – Director of Rugby

Harvey Biljon – Director of Rugby



TODAYS
OPPOSITION

A History of Bedford Blues 
Bedford Rugby Club was founded in 1886 following the 
amalgamation of two local clubs, Bedford Rovers, 
established in 1876, and Bedford Swifts, founded in 1882. 
Both clubs had strong links with Bedford School and 
Bedford Modern School and regularly played some of the 
leading teams of the era. 

The club’s distinctive dark and light blue colours are 
believed to have reflected the links between the schools 
and their Oxbridge-educated masters, while the badge 
colours drew inspiration from the original Rovers and 
Swifts strips. 

In its early years, Bedford faced an ongoing problem 
finding a permanent home. The club initially played at the 
House of Industry ground in Goldington Road, close to 
the site occupied by the club today, but also used several 
grounds around the town, including land near the railway 
station and the Midland Road area. In 1895, however, an 
agreement was reached with Bedford Cricket Club, which 
held the lease on land in Goldington Road, allowing the 
rugby club to establish itself on virtually the same site it 
occupies today. 

By the beginning of the 20th century, Bedford had 
established itself as one of the country’s leading club 
sides. Their growing reputation saw the famous New 
Zealand All Blacks visit Bedford in 1905. The match 
attracted huge interest, with local schools and factories 
closing for half a day to allow people to attend. Despite 
the occasion, the All Blacks demonstrated their 
superiority with a 41-0 victory, su�ering only one defeat 
on their highly successful tour. 

The years immediately before the First World War were 
another successful period, with Bedford losing just once 
during the 1913-14 season. Improvements were also made 
to Goldington Road, including the construction of the 
club’s first stand in 1905 and a new pavilion in 1910, which 
was regarded as one of the finest rugby facilities in the 
country. 

The Blues enjoyed another golden period during the late 
1920s and 1930s. The 1938-39 side is still regarded by 
many long-standing supporters as one of the greatest in 
the club’s history, with virtually every member of the 
team considered capable of earning international 
honours. Further development of Goldington Road 
included the opening of the main stand in 1933, which 
remains a prominent feature of the ground today.

 

The stand at Goldington Road was opened in 
1933 
Professionalism arrived at Bedford at the beginning of the 
1996-97 season. With substantial investment from boxing 
promoter Frank Warren and Sports Network, the club 
recruited a mixture of established international players and 
promising young talent. Among them was Scottish 
international Scott Murray, who went on to become 
Scotland’s most-capped player at the time. 

After missing out at the first attempt, Bedford won the 
Allied Dunbar Division Two Championship in 1998, earning 
promotion to Division One. They also reached the final 
stages of the Cheltenham & Gloucester Cup. However, 
financial problems surrounding the club’s ownership soon 
created uncertainty, with many players departing. 

In April 1999, Sports Network sold the club to Je�erson 
Lloyd International, but the move resulted in further 
financial di�culties. Bedford faced the very real possibility 
of being sold and moved away from the town, potentially 
bringing an end to first-class rugby in Bedford. 

The RFU intervened in October 1999, helping a consortium 
of local businessmen, led by David Ledsom, Mike Kavanagh, 
Geo� Irvine, David Gunner and David Rawlinson, secure the 
club’s future. With support from Bedford Borough Council 
and other professionals, Bedford Blues Ltd was established, 
ensuring the continuation of rugby at Goldington Road. 

A new era of stability began in 2005 when former player 
and 21-cap Welsh international Mike Rayer returned to 
Bedford as Director of Rugby. Under Rayer, the Blues 
developed a reputation for attractive, free-flowing rugby 
and remarkable consistency.

Director of Rugby - Mike Rayer 
During his 22 seasons in charge, Bedford finished outside 
the top half of the league just five times and achieved 13 
top-four finishes, underlining the sustained success and 
stability he brought to the club. 

Today, Bedford Blues remain one of English rugby’s historic 
clubs, with their identity firmly rooted in Goldington Road 
and a proud history stretching back almost 140 years.  



Built and managed by Places Leisure in
partnership with Rotherham

Metropolitan Borough Council

Because Community Matters

Contact us for
more information *T&C’s apply



The winning team 
for recruiting 
flexible and 
permanent roles 
right across

the UK

Your local recruiter of choice
Stafforce has been placing the right people in the right roles since 1983. By 

understanding your goals and ambitions, we can guarantee that the right quality 
employees are never in short supply. 

We are proud of the relationships we have with employers and jobseekers alike. We are 
passionate about ethical employment and the rights of our workers, and we support 

them to develop their skills through workplace training. At Stafforce our purpose is to 
enable people to be their best.

Call our consultant team today – 01709377177 
For more information visit – stafforce.co.uk



INJURY

Good afternoon and welcome to this afternoon’s 
game against Bedford.  

Last weekend’s game presented us with our first 
opportunity to use one of our new APP’s – SCRM 
which is World Rugby’s head injury APP. The 
medical standards in the Champ are di�erent to 
the National Leagues and have progressed since 
we were last in the league. We have to have 
present at games, a Team Doctor (TD) an 
Immediate Care Doctor (ICD) and a Hawkeye 
o�cial (Dr Chris Myers in our case) – Hawkeye 
being the head injury monitoring system (almost 
like a VAR for head injury). Chris has a feed live 
to the monitor pitch side and there is also one in 
the Medical Room, giving two views of the game. 
The feed is also monitored centrally to ensure we 
are ‘doing it right’. 

All players who sustain a head knock or suspect-
ed head knock during the game are monitored 
and if the appropriate situation arises, we have 
three options. The option chosen is determined 
by what is seen pitch side and on the monitors. If 
what are called Criterion 1 signs are seen this is 
an immediate and permanent removal and the 
player is taken to the medical room for further 
assessment but is not allowed to undertake any 
further part in the game. 

We can undertake an OPA (on pitch assessment) 
and we may also receive information from 
Hawkeye that they have spotted something. We 
then take the player for an HIA1 which the player 
either passes or fails (based on a comparison to 
their pre-season baseline). If they fail HIA1 they 
are not allowed to undertake any further part in 
the game and have to enter the return to play 
protocol which has a 12-day minimum period. If 
they pass the HIA1 they are allowed to return to 
the game providing the process is completed in 
the allotted period. 

The third option is that after the OPA we can 
decide that actually the player is fine – note of 
caution, we have to be entirely sure and our 
reasoning has to be correct – and the player 
continues the game under a ‘watchful’ eye.

Last weekend Louis Guthrie took a knock, and we 
attended him on the pitch and decided that an 
HIA was required which Louis duly failed and so 
is now in the return to play process but is 
recovering very well.  

Frankie Gascoigne has commenced running 
following his groin repair and looks really well 
whilst running. Over the next week this will be 
made more challenging for Frankie and start to 
include more rugby related activities – changing 
direction/getting up from the floor mid run/hitting 
things as well as reintroducing his specialist roles in 
relation to the scrum and line outs. We anticipate 
he will be back to full training soon. 

Fraser Hastie has removed his walking boot and will 
start to progress towards running in the next week 
or so. 

Corrie Barrett had a back issue last week and had to 
be withdrawn from the team but is now progressing 
well. 

Beyond that there is little to report a few knocks 
and bangs. Enjoy today’s game, let’s hope for an 
injury free game and good weather. 

The Medical Team  

 

UPDATE
by David Swift
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CEO

Sponsored by
Available to Sponsor

HARVEY BILJON
Director of Rugby
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Anne Coggins
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Sponsored by
Windy & Zoe
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Sponsored by
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Sponsored by
Available to Sponsor
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Analyst
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ALASTAIR DONKOR
PROP

Sponsored by
Anne Coggins

ALFIE BELL
SECOND ROW

Sponsored by
Baz & Diane at 

Mexborough Car Testing Centre

ALI MGIJIMA
CENTRE

Sponsored by
Janet & Brian

ANDREW FOSTER
PROP

Sponsored by
Mad Hatters

BEN CAMBRIANI
WING

Sponsored by
Titans Community

Foundation

BEN FARROW
BACK ROW

Sponsored by
Anne Coggins

BRAYTON TAYLOR
WING

Sponsored by
Titans Community

Foundation

CALLUM BUSTIN
BACK ROW

Sponsored by
Not Quite Dead in

the Shed

CHRIS KIRBY
WING

Sponsored by
Mac & Carol Dobson

CORBEN OLLIVENT
CENTRE

Sponsored by
Titans Community 

Foundatiom

CURRAN MAGUIRE
SECOND ROW

Sponsored by
Jersey Boys

D’ARCY MULROONEY
PROP

Sponsored by
M.A.T.T. Men’s Mental

Health Group

DEWALD KOTZE
HOOKER

Sponsored by
Deb & Nick Watson

CAMERON NORDLI-KELEMETI

SCRUM HALF

Sponsored by
The Bin Men

BRENT JACKSON
SCRUM HALF

Sponsored by
ISG Computing

CORRIE BARRETT
PROP

Sponsored by
Rob & Andy Clow



FRASER HASTIE
BACK ROW

Sponsored by
Mike Wareham &

Terry Oliver

FRED WELBURY
BACK ROW

Sponsored by
Titans Community

Foundation

GUS PATTERSON
CENTRE

Sponsored by
Mac & Carol Dobson

HARRY TUNNINGLEY
HOOKER

Sponsored by
Titans Community

Foundation

HARRY STONE
BACK ROW

Sponsored by
Graham Sheet Metals

Limited

JAMES BROWN
BACK ROW

Sponsored by
Gary Dawson, Rob Hodges

& Phil Newey

JAMES NORMAN
WING

Sponsored by
Tony Clabby

JB BRUZULIER
SCRUM HALF

Sponsored by
Mark Gabriel

JOE ADAMS
SCRUM HALF

Sponsored by
Titans Community

Foundation

ELLIS THOMAS
BACK ROW

Sponsored by
Brian & Allan

FRANKIE GASCOIGNE
SECOND ROW

Sponsored by
Richard & Julie Watson

EPI ROKODRAVA
WING

Sponsored by
Syd & Katrina Willey

JACK BALDRY
BACK ROW

Sponsored by
Michael & Jamie White

JACK HOWELLS
CENTRE

Sponsored by
Titans Community

Foundation

ISAAC SHAW
FULL BACK

Sponsored by
Geo� Roper

JACKSON BARLING
WING

Sponsored by
Shaun & Debbie

JACK DELANEY
CENTRE

Sponsored by
Titans Community

Foundation



LOUIS GUTHRIE
SECOND ROW

Sponsored by
John & Lorraine

Wainwright

LOUIS INMAN
HOOKER

Sponsored by
Liz & John Lye

MITCHELL LACEY-BABALOLA

CENTRE

Sponsored by
Sid Steeden

MORGAN VENESS
HOOKER

Sponsored by
Martin Gabriel

PETER HUDSON-KOWALEWICZ

SCRUM HALF

Sponsored by
Titans Community

Foundation

REUBEN DYER
SCRUM HALF

Sponsored by
Titans Community

Foundation

RUSSELL BENNETT
FLY HALF

Sponsored by
Richard Beecher &

Lee Cooper

RYAN MCGLOIN
FULL BACK

Sponsored by
Mat & Keith

TOM BAIRSTOW
PROP

Sponsored by
Tony Clabby

TOM THRELFALL
FLY HALF

Sponsored by
(Shed on Tour)
Alan Gedney

TRAVIS GORDON
BACK ROW

Sponsored by
Debbie Webster

WILL METCALFE
SCRUM HALF

Sponsored by
Newsome Ltd

WILL REDMAYNE
BACK ROW

Sponsored by
Titans Community

Foundation

ZACH TOERIEN
PROP

Sponsored by
Mike Wareham &

Terry Oliver

JOHN OKAFOR
BACK ROW

Sponsored by
The Blue Tattoo Club

KIERAN O’MEARA
WING

Sponsored by
Janet & Brian

LEKIMA RAVUVU
BACK ROW

Sponsored by
Philip & Lyne Smith

LLOYD HAYES
CENTRE

Sponsored by
Yvonne Foster

JOE SCHOLEFIELD
CENTRE

Sponsored by
Titans Community

Foundation

ZAC NEARCHOU
PROP

Sponsored by
Stu’s Carers







WIDE FORMAT PRINT & 
SIGNS FOR YOUR BUSINESS

welcome@rainforestgraphics.co.uk
Partnering with The Titans for over 20 Years



Are you interested in a 
career in engineering 

in Rotherham?0114 261 7979 | www.mtladv.com

MTL Advanced is one of the UK’s largest contract manufacturing 
businesses with over 300 employees operating from a 30 acre site.
We are a specialist company based in Brinsworth with a large global 
presence, exporting to over 28 countries.

roles, both skilled and non skilled. Our services include laser cutting, 
pressing, CNC machining, fabrication, painting and assembly. 
We also have various apprenticeship schemes running throughout 
the year.







Shop online at secprint.co.uk

Get large-format print that 
stands out and stands up to 
the elements.

Feather Flags

Mounted Boards Aluminium Dibond

Heras Fence Covers

Aluminium Trays

Pop-Up Display Stands

Banners, signs & 
outdoor displays





TITANS RESULT MATRIX

DATE OPPONENTS H/A KO REFEREE

2026/27
19-Sep-26

26-Sep-26

3-Oct-26

9-Oct-26

18-Oct-26

1-Nov-26

6-Nov-26

14-Nov-26

21-Nov-26

5-Dec-26

12-Dec-26

19-Dec-26

27-Dec-26

2-Jan-27

TBC

TBC

TBC

TBC

TBC

TBC

TBC

TBC

TBC

TBC

TBC

TBC

Coventry Rugby

Worcester Warriors

Bedford Blues

Caldy

Richmond

Cornish Pirates

Nottingham

Hartpury

Blackheath

Doncaster Knights

Ampthill

Ealing Trailfinders

Chinnor

Chinnor

Doncaster Knights

Nottingham

Cornish Pirates

Richmond

Caldy

Bedford Blues

Blackheath

Hartpury

Ampthill

Ealing Trailfinders

Worcester Warriors

Coventry

H

A

H

H

A

H

A

H

A

H

A

H

A

H

A

H

A

H

A

A

H

A

H

A

H

A

3:00pm

1pm

3pm

7:45pm

4pm

4pm

7:45pm

3pm

3pm

3pm

1pm

3pm

2pm

3pm

TBC

TBC

TBC

TBC

TBC

TBC

TBC

TBC

TBC

TBC

TBC

TBC

Anthony Woodthorpe

Jamie Parr



SCORE TITAN SCORERS

Vs Coventry
MATCHDAY GALLERY

Andrew Foster leads the charge

JB Bruzulier with an off-load

Louis Guthrie takes the line out

38-35

78-12

Barling (2T), Cambriani (T), Veness (T), Bustin (T), Lacey-Babalola (T), 
Hayes (2C), Bennett (2C)

Toerien (T), Hayes (T, 4C)

Titans celebrate Coventry win

Photo Credit:
Gareth Siddons

Stone (T), Shaw (T), Bennett (1C)



 
Service Care Plans 
  
  

- Priority Service 365 days a year 

- 24hr lead time on emergencies (weather permitting)

- Labour & parts for repairs (Gold and Silver cover)

- Annual full service of your appliance 

- Endless advice from our fully qualified engineers 

- Discounted plans for under warranty boilers

Boiler Installations 
We specialise in the installation of condensing boilers and renewable energy products. Older boilers 
convert as little as 60% of the fuel they use into heat which has a big impact on your home heating bills 
and the environment. 

Why choose us?  
   
- Accredited installers for Ideal & Worcester Bosch 
- Finance options available 
- Friendly and professional engineers 
- Family run business offering great after care 

Air Source Heat Pumps 
  
  

- Annual servicing of Air Source Heat Pumps 

- Maintain maximum efficiency 

- Maintain Manufacturer’s Warranty 

- ‘F gas’ registered engineers 

 

 

Air Conditioning Units 
We specialise in the installation and servicing of air conditioning units by all major manufacturer’s 
including Midea, Bosch, Fujitsu and Daikin.  

 

enquiries@brookhousegas.com 
01909 771100 

44a Union Street, Harthill, Sheffield 
S26 7YH 01909 771100 





01709 377909  |  haywoods@smh.group  |  www.smh.group/haywoods
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TEAM MATES
with Isaac Shaw

Who's the biggest wind-up merchant in 
the squad? Give them an inch, they'll 
take the mick.

Who takes the game way too seriously in 
training? It's not the World Cup final, 
mate.

Who's the worst passenger on away 
trips? Backseat driver, snacks 
everywhere, no filter.

Who would sell the whole squad out for 
a bag of chips? Loyalty has a price and 
it's low.

Who's most likely to fake an injury to 
skip a fitness test? Suddenly can't feel 
their hamstring.

Who’s the last one out to training every 
session? Always ‘just tying their laces’ or 
conveniently late.

Most likely to forget their boots on game 
day? Or just always missing something.

Who’s the undercover athlete – doesn’t 
look fit, but runs all day?

Who’s most likely to start a scrap (then 
walk away)? Bit of bark, not much bite.

Who’s most likely to end up on reality 
TV? Love Island? Gladiators? Bake O�?

As of recent its been Fozzy, he may look old and grumpy 
but he always wants to get in someones head and make 
them nibble to his jokes.

Ellis Thomas, but he always says sorry after.

Matt Smith, he always comes to the back of the bus to 
talk about lineouts.

Donks, because he’s probably hungry.

Donks, I’ve never seen someone work so hard on the 
pitch and do so little o� it.

Travis, he has to strap every body part and then put on 
every layer he has to stay warm.

MLB, he’s too busy filming tiktok collabs with products 
he gets sent.

It may surprise some, but Fozzy is deceptively fit… for a 
prop anyway
 

Rusty, 2 games 2 pushing and shoving matches with the 
opposition, but no battle scars to prove it.

MLB, just so he can secure a brand deal.





MARKETING
MADE SIMPLE.

example-marketing.co.uk

CONTENT CREATION
No time to create and post
your own social media, let our
Content Creation team take
away the headache.

PAID ADS
Ready to seriously increase
revenue, and drive traffic to your
site to buy or book now? We create
and manage your campaigns for
you with full transparency.

MARKETING TRAINING





SUPPORTERS
VIEWPOINT

with Tom Pollard
more competitive games for the dominant Red Roses? I 
must admit, seeing my team score a heap of points and 
put on definitive wins against opponents is always good 
to see, but I wonder how quickly I could lose interest if 
the risk of defeat was almost non-existent. 

Pollocks pre-match ‘antics’ included unveiling a new 
haircut and bright pink boots, reminiscent of David 
Beckham and how his new mop would have made 
headline news. Flatman makes a great point that this 
spectacle could very well bring younger fans and a new 
audience to the sport, but it is highly unlikely to win 
around the old guard of players and fans.  
 
Thankfully for Henry, he has put in solid performances 
to show he is as much fun to watch on the pitch as o� 
it. It does make me wonder whether we will see more 
players trying to replicate this formula with promoters 
such as Eddie Hearn. As long as the on-field capability 
shines, would people appreciate seeing more players 
like Henry Pollock?   

 

 

I’ve never quite understood the people who say to 
me, “‘I don’t really like sport.” Maybe I am biased. My 
wife told me a few days ago that she believed I could 
be entertained by any sport. I strongly disagreed 
with her but as I returned to the world rock skimming 
championships I conceded she might have had a 
point.  
 
The Rugby I watched this past weekend, left me 
pondering the question how anyone couldn’t be 
entertained by such a spectacle. Even as a viewer 
without a preference for who the victor was, I was 
hooked at the Australia vs South Africa match. The 
quality of rugby, complete with one of the best 
endings to a match I had ever seen. 4 players 
removed, the o�ensive capabilities that added point 
after point as the time left quickly ebbed away. As a 
spectator, this had all the ups and downs and 
excitement of any movie or soap.  

Moving on to the Red Roses, another thriller that had 
me hooked. The scores level at 19-19 in the 81st 
minute and already a missed penalty, Zoe Harrisons 
interception and the subsequent celebrations were a 
sight to behold. Plus, with a near 60,000 crowd, this 
was positive after positive for the great game.  

John Mitchell was quick to note the growing 
competitiveness and quality emerging in the 
women’s international game, and it did leave me 
wondering what fans prefer to see. Totalling a 
39-game winning streak, would fans prefer that this 
continued, or did this record coming to an end with a 
26-26 draw against Canada begin a new era of closer, 
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ROTHERHAM
TITANS 
YOUTH RUGBY

U10s 
EVERY PLAYER SCORED 

Our Under 10s have already 
shown just what they are capable 
of. 

After a tough first game against 
Doncaster, where the team 
battles on despite being a player 
short, the boys bounced back 
with an outstanding performance 
against Dinnington. 

The passing, tackling and rucking 
were all excellent and even when 
the team began to tire, they dug 
deep and continues to play with 
tremendous heart and determi-
nation. 

There was no individual Player of 
the Match award for the 
Dinnington Match. 

Player of the Match vs Doncaster  
IVOR 
A fantastic performance and 
brilliant work rate throughout the 
game. 

U12s 
CHARACTER & DETERMI-
NATION 

The Under 12s have faced some 
tough tests in the opening 
weeks, coming up against strong 
and well-organised opposition. 

Against Doncaster, the team 
showed tremendous character, 
battling right through to the final 
whistle and supporting one 
another throughout. There were 
plenty of encouraging moments 
and lots to take back to training. 

PLAYERS AWARDS 
(Doncaster) 
Player of the Match Jesse 
Parent’s Player Noah 
Most Improved Jude 
Player’s Player Nate 

vs Dinnington 
Noah picked up all three players 
awards, with Bobby recognised 
as Most Improved. 
 

U15s 
WHAT A START! 

The U15s have made an impres-
sive start to the new season. 

After a tough pre-season, the 
team opened their home season 
with a fantastic 52-29 victory 
over Newark, producing an 
exciting display of ball continui-
ty, physicality and sharp basics. 

They followed this up with 
another strong and competitive 
performance against Chesterfield 
Panthers, finishing 68-38 
winners. 

Player of the Match vs Newark 
James 

Player of the Match vs Chester-
field Noah 
 

Check our social
for upcoming

fixtures

Our Youth

Our Club

Our Future



NEW PLAYERS WELCOME 

COME AND GIVE RUGBY A 
TRY! 
-Whether your child is completely new to 
rugby or already has experience, there’s a 
place for them at Rotherham Titans Youth 
-Meet the team 
-Make new friends 
-Learn new skills 
-Have fun 
 

VOLUNTEERS WANTED 

OUR YOUTH SECTION NEEDS 

YOU! 

Behind every successful youth team is a 
fantastic group of volunteers who give their 
time and support our players. 

We’re always looking for people who could 
help with: 

-Coaching 
-First Aid
-Match Days 
-Fundraising 
-Events 
-Administration 
-And more.....  

MORE THAN JUST RUGBY!
Confidence. Friendship. Teamwork. Belonging. 
Youth rugby at Rotherham Titans is about so much more than what happens on the pitch. It’s 
about building confidence, making friends, learning teamwork and discipline and creating a 
sense of belonging. It’s about young people supporting each other, celebrating success and 
developing skills that last a lifetime. 
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Good afternoon to all at Clifton Lane today, 

Well after a particularly bruising, but not as 
one-sided as last week's score might suggest, 
we are back on familiar territory at the new 
look Lane, welcoming another old rival Bedford 
Blues.  

When the Bedford crowd enter the clubhouse, 
they must surely see the photograph of John 
Dudley taken at Goldington Road 26 years ago 
on Ed Morrisons' final whistle that meant so 
much to the players and the supporters who 
had made the trip for the second leg of the 
play-o�s that meant Premiership Rugby for 
little old Rotherham.

Well enough of the history lesson. 

We watched a one-sided contest on Clubber TV 
at Clifton Lane and were pleased with the score 
at 12 apiece but that changed rapidly so that at 
half time we were left with a bit of a mountain 
to climb. 

However, with the recovery that was staged 
against Coventry on the first run out of the new 
season maybe I was hoping for something 
similar at Sixways. We managed to hold out for 
much of the third quarter but then the flood 
gates opened and mistake after mistake was 
ruthlessly punished by a slick, full-time 
professional outfit that is Worcester today.     

However, the never say die attitude of our lads 
did us proud. With ten new faces in the squad, it 
was always going to be an almighty ask against 
such a class act as Worcester, who along with 
Ealing won’t lose too many games this season. It'll 
be interesting to see the results of their head to 
heads. 

I was perusing the comments on Titan's Forum 
earlier and was interested to see what an 
expensive place Sixways is to visit today. Parking 
£18, bottled water £3, seating £17-£40 and that's 
before you eat anything or have a pint. Plus, I've 
just seen petrol in Tickhill for £1.75 per litre. So 
not a cheap drive either. 

Apart from coming unstuck at Sixways; with all 
the week 2 results up, there are some interesting 
outcomes. Ealing of course getting a decent 
result against Richmond but after losing to us 
Coventry made mincemeat of Pirates, close result 
at Blackheath with Caldy snatching it at the death 
and Donny running out convincing winners at 
home against Hartpury. 

I'm o� to a barbie straight after the game today 
at grandson Joe's, so let's hope I have an appetite 
for some nice, incinerated steak and burgers after 
we've SENTEMOWMWINOWT! 

Best of luck to the boys and you lot as well. 

Kind regards and as usual have a great afternoon 
at the Lane, 

John 

SUPPORTERS CLUB
with John O’Brien
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Battered and bruised following a heavy defeat by 78-12 at 
Sixways by Worcester, Rotherham face another testing 
challenge this afternoon against one of their traditional 
foes. 
 
Bedford Blues themselves so far this season know the 
bitter taste of defeat, having lost both their opening 
Champ games against champions Worcester (40-5) in 
which they conceded six tries and then last Saturday, the 
Blues were surprisingly overcome at Goldington Road by 
Chinnor, scoring eight tries as they won by 52-33. 
 
So, Rotherham, who played with such conviction against 
Coventry in the first league fixture and won by 38-35, 
have the opportunity today, with home advantage, to 
recover strongly from the Sixways loss and reproduce the 
fighting spirit which punished Coventry. 
 
In my opinion, Bedford have always played rugby as it 
should be played, with enterprise, flair and a willingness 
to attack, a style which attracts large crowds to 
Goldington Road where the club’s Director of Rugby, Mike 
Rayer, is rightly so respected and admired. 
 
As DOR for more than 20 years, Rayer has consistently 
produced teams which compete successfully at this level, 
and this afternoon watch out for winger Dean Adamson, 
the top try scorer in the regular Champ season in 2025/26 
with 22 and also keep an eye on fly half Will Maisey who 
scored more than 200 points last season. 

Clearly, Maisey is one of the most accurate goal kickers in 
the league and any errors made by Rotherham 
will soon have the Titans chasing the game. 
 
Having lost both his first two league games and conceded 14 
tries, Rayer will naturally expect a big improvement against 
a newly promoted side, still learning how to cope with the 
pace and physicality of competitive rugby in the second tier. 
 
In Harvey Biljon, Rotherham have just the right person and 
coach to restore morale which may have taken a knock 
because of events at Worcester and, importantly, he has the 
ability to correct mistakes and show how Bedford can be 
beaten. 
 
Personally, I have always looked forward to reporting on 
Bedford, whether at Clifton Lane, Castle Park or Goldington 
Road, because of their optimistic attitude, attacking skills 
and a determination to keep on moving the ball until the 
final whistle. 
 
Rotherham’s brutal defeat at Worcester is a reminder, if one 
were ever needed, that the Champ is the toughest of 
leagues in which to be a success. 
 
High scoring contests seem to be the norm and given 
Bedford’s approach, expect the same this afternoon at 
Clifton Lane. 

Guy Williams:
HE’LL TELL YOU HOW IT IS
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TCF NEWS
Follow TCF on 

Insta: tcfrotherham - X: @TCFRotherham
Facebook: Titans Community Foundation, Rotherham
Web: https://www.titanscommunityfoundation.org/

A huge 'Thank You' to Titans Youth Teams for handling the Guard of Honour and our Big Flag 
ceremonies for the first home game against Coventry. Their role on match days is so impor-

tant for the new Champ requirements and they performed perfectly!  
 

As the season progresses, they will be helping children from some of our local schools join in 
with the pre match activities and celebrating with the team afterwards. If your school would 

like to join us, please contact Admin@titanscommunityfoundation.org 
 

TCF coach Alfie Bell and Lindsay went along to Skills Street at Gulliver’s to look at how 
children can explore careers options in various businesses. Alfie was in charge of delivery for 

Kitlocker in one activity, and this all helps TCF develop their Sport Infrastructure careers 
programme which schools can book onto, either at The Hub, or in their own school.  







TODAYS

LINEUPS
TITANS vs

Isaac Shaw
Jackson Barling

Lloyd Hayes
Ali Mgijima

Ben Cambriani
Russell Bennett (c/c)

JB Bruzulier

Alastair Donkor
Morgan Veness
Andrew Foster

John Okafor
Alfie Bell

Lekima Ravuvu
Travis Gordon (c/c)

Callum Bustin

Dewald Kotze
Zac Nearchou
Corrie Barrett

Curran Maguire
Harry Stone
Jack Baldry

Cameron Nordli-Kelemeti
Mitchell Lacey-Babalola

Louis James
George Worth
Lucas Titherington
Michael Le Bourgeois (Capt.)
Marcus Kershaw
Will Maisey
Jonny Weimann

Joey Conway
Henry Walker
Oisin Heffernan
James Bennett
Alex Woolford
Archie Benson
Nicholas Finch
Fred Tuilagi
 
Tommy Herman
Monty Royston
Will Davies-King
Kayde Sylvester
Tui Uru
Alex Day
Ben Dufficy
Dean Adamson 

15
14
13
12
11
10
9

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

BEDFORD BLUES

MATCH OFFICIALS
Referee: Hamish Grant
Assistant Referees: Charlie Gayther & James Pidding
RFU 4th Official: Nick Edwards 
5th Officials: Keith Haynes & John O’Brien 

NEXT MATCH: Caldy – Home 
Friday 9 Oct 2026 – KO 7:45pm



