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August Fall Issue 2026

DIX FOR YOU

Save the date for the 2027 Convention.

Our 100th Annual Convention—April 6–9, 2027. 

We’re planning special surprises you won’t want to miss.

Version 8/28/2026 4:47 PM

We’re beginning to receive details about FFGC’s 2027 Convention, which will mark 

our 100th Convention—a true Golden celebration. This installation year will 

feature a photography show, workshops, silent auction, raffle baskets, vendors, and 

awards. The Early Arrivals dinner will have a Golden Girls theme followed by a 

dance party. Save the dates: April 6–9, Embassy Suites, Kissimmee, FL. You 

won’t want to miss it.

You also won’t want to miss our Fall DIX Meeting on Tuesday, September 22, 

hosted by the Periwinkle Garden Club at the Sidney & Berne Davis Art Center in 

Fort Myers. It will be a festive Fall gathering, complete with a pumpkin/gourd 

decorating contest—either decorated or carved. Prizes will be awarded, judged by 

attending FFGC officers. I can’t wait to see your creativity on display.

Finally, please join me in welcoming the Alva Garden Club as the newest member 

of FFGC. Their members are now listed in the FFGC Directory, and we’re thrilled to 

have them join our Fine District IX family.

Hugs, Susan

Cultivating Minds, Blossoming Potential

Fall Greetings —

It’s hard to believe we’re already halfway through 2026—

time is flying. I’m delighted that so many District IX clubs 

stayed active over the summer, keeping that wonderful 

sense of camaraderie going. I hope some of you joined 

our July educational ZOOM session. A big thank-you to 

Debbie Hughes for sharing her expertise on bulbs and 

roses suited to SW Florida. Free learning you can enjoy 

in your pajamas is always a win.

Please complete the survey on 

page 35.
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Questions:
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LINK click. Increase event turnout share DIX FB link with members and friends.

LINK click. Increase event 

turnout share DIX FB link with 

members and friends.

NEW!  Click this LINK.DIX EVENTS MAGAZINE20 DIX Event Flyers Share the link with friends to help increase attendance at all our events.

NEW!  Click this LINK.

DIX EVENTS MAGAZINE

20 DIX Event Flyers 

Share the link with friends to 

help increase attendance at all 

our events. 

https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:VA6C2:e9302f5d-e728-4275-b6e0-6c2e51f0d35a
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1309829002404914
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1309829002404914
https://heyzine.com/flip-book/19cce6daf9.html
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FREE PLANTS
         Does your DIX Club work on a

                Community Garden?

Your club can get up to 25 free plants from Avon Park Plant Therapy

Project for a community garden project (e.g., butterfly garden at a library, Blue Star 

Memorial, etc.). Not for plant sales. Select from thousands of plants. 

Call Pat Shira 863-853-8299 to arrange the best day for your club representatives to 

pick out the plants you want for your club community garden project. BRING A 

CART... there is a distance to walk from the nursery to the parking lot.  

Please send project photos. Thanks.
3

DIX NEWSINDEX

Looking for 
Recommended Field 

Trips?

LINK: Field Trips

WHAT’S NEW?

Speakers BureauLINK: Speakers 

Bureau

Want 

inspiration?

Video LINK

Click Link

NEW FOR YOU

DIX Events Magazine!
20 DIX event flyers in one location.

DIX Events Magazine

Share LINK 
with friends

DIX Events Magazine

https://cccclub-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/stp_capecoralcomputer_club/Ef55Ls0IS6hAoCfs9ERV8kcBKSJrAN7rU7XN44psKGKnug?e=kJckZM
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1g9KdOxVER7LQTlwbL2GdwmHppmJrIJ1i/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1g9KdOxVER7LQTlwbL2GdwmHppmJrIJ1i/view?usp=sharing
https://youtu.be/VkQNT0onvEc?si=SKy4jvu-j7JmxbCc
https://youtu.be/VkQNT0onvEc?si=SKy4jvu-j7JmxbCc
https://youtu.be/VkQNT0onvEc?si=SKy4jvu-j7JmxbCc
https://heyzine.com/flip-book/19cce6daf9.html
https://heyzine.com/flip-book/19cce6daf9.html
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WHAT’S NEW?
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FFGC honors Club Loyalty with a Precious Metal Certificate, marking 

the number of years a club has been federated. DIRECTIONS: Clubs 

with 30+ years of membership may apply. Send the Precious Metal 

Form to Susan Lawson six weeks ahead to receive the Certificate for 

presentation at a District or club meeting. 

Precious Metal Certificates

Link

to 

Form

District IX FFGC Garden Club Anniversary Years
Year Federated taken from the FFGC Website.

Happy Anniversary! 
GC of  Lakeland ~ 95 years

Camellia GC ~ 80 years

https://www.ffgc.org/Precious-Metals
https://www.ffgc.org/Precious-Metals
https://www.ffgc.org/Precious-Metals
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Arcadia Garden Club (Feb. 1939) -  Maria Pace, Pres.

FB

https://www.facebook.com/ArcadiaFloridaGardenClub
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Avon Park Founders Garden Club (Feb. 1947)  Sue Brisk,  Pres.

Andrea Albritton

Members of the Avon Park Founders Garden Club came together to craft ten 

patriotic floral arrangements adorned with a USA pick and flag. Using red carnations, 

white roses, blue plumbago, and baby’s breath, they created cheerful displays that 

were delivered to Main Street merchants — and happily received.
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FB

Bartow Garden Club (Feb. 1950),  Ginger Hansill, Pres. 

                                     Robyn Tolle
PH*

*PH = Promotional Handouts

From the south in France from Robyn Tolle. 

https://www.facebook.com/BartowGardenClub
https://heyzine.com/flip-book/bbea9b5273.html
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Bonsai Society of Southwest Florida - Karen Cogswell, Pres. 

FFGC Affiliate member 

                                                                                  Angel Vega
FB WEB NL

Link: Facebook DIX

Please SHARE this LINK with Members and 

Friends. 

Help all of us increase events attendance.

The Bonsai Society of SWFL meets at the Berne Davis Gardens, Fort Myers. 

The display submitted to the Bonsai Society of Florida Convention from the Bonsai 

Society of Southwest Florida.

Photos from the society meeting prepping for the Convention.

Nov Bonsai

Show Flyer

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1541149589530171
https://bonsaiswfl.org/
https://bonsaiswfl.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1309829002404914
https://docs.google.com/viewerng/viewer?url=https://bonsaiswfl.org/wp-content/uploads/2026-Show-Flyer-V15.pdf
https://docs.google.com/viewerng/viewer?url=https://bonsaiswfl.org/wp-content/uploads/2026-Show-Flyer-V15.pdf
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Bouquet Garden Club (Fed. 1947) -   Kate Morris, Pres.

                 Becky Reeves, Pub. 

You Are Invited! 
SPRING TEA

 
March 12, 2026

2:00 - 4:00

Winter Haven
Garden Center

715 Third St., N.W.
Winter Haven
Cost $30.00

Questions: 

KMorrisbouquetgc@gmail.com

FB

Members 

celebrating 

the end of 

another 

successful 

year.

Committee Planning for Next YearPlant a Tree Award

Three Bouquet Award Winners

Bill

Lawrence 

discussed 

his “Living 

Art” 

by showing

how he

incorporates plants with his art 

projects throughout Winter Haven.

mailto:KMorrisbouquetgc@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61579201347147


DIX For You Fall newsletter11

Calusa Garden Club of Marco Island (Feb. 1983) – L. Colombo, Pres.

                                                Sara WolfFB WEB PH*

*PH = Promotional Handouts

Calusa Garden Club of Marco Island members met informally for summer 

lunches on May 18 and June 12. In late May, members created floral 

designs for Little Pink Houses of Hope, decorating the homes of visiting 

cancer-survivor families enjoying a free weeklong vacation. They also 

provided arrangements for the closing luncheon, where Nanette 

Baumgardner’s giant crepe-paper flowers welcomed guests. Pictured are 

Nanette Baumgardner and Marianne Foley with the oversized blooms.

June Luncheon at CJ's On The Bay May Luncheon at Cafe Marquise

Claudia Bruni and Jen 

Ferrier with arrangement 

for Little Pink Houses of 

Hope

President Linda Colombo 

and Marianne Foley with 

arrangement for Little Pink 

Houses of Hope

Nanette Baumgardner 

and Marianne Foley 

with crepe paper 

flowers for Little Pink 

Houses of Hope 

luncheon

https://www.facebook.com/CalusaGardenClub/
https://calusa.org/
https://heyzine.com/flip-book/23bf2555bd.html
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Edison Ford Winter Estates, FFGC Affiliate, Karen Maxwell

                                                                           FB WEB Calendar & Classes

5th Annual Family Fun Day!
Saturday - October 31st, 2026 – Halloween!!

9:00 AM ~ 4:00 PM

Climb the Banyan!  ~  Pumpkin Coloring Contest

Face Painting  ~  Food Trucks   ~ Music

Orchid Show Flyer

https://www.facebook.com/EdisonFordFL
https://www.edisonfordwinterestates.org/
https://www.edisonfordwinterestates.org/calendar/
https://heyzine.com/flip-book/3370093aa0.html
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FB WEB NL

Fort Myers-Lee County Garden Council - Sue Fero, Pres.

                                                  FFGC Affiliate

https://www.facebook.com/FMLCGC/
https://www.fmlcgardencouncil.com/
https://fmlcgardencouncil.com/about-the-council/newsletter-the-courier/
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Garden Club of Cape Coral (Fed. 1998) – Sylvia Swartz, Pres.      

                                    *           Roberta Murphy 

14

FB WEB PH*

The Garden Club 

of Cape Coral 

proudly 

presented the 

2026 Marty Ward 

Merit 

Scholarship 

Awards at the 

April and May 

meetings.

On July 1, 2026, members placed a 

wreath and commemorative flags 

at the Blue Star Memorial, 

sponsored and maintained by the 

GCCC. The marker is located in 

the parking area of the Four 

Mile Cove Ecological Preserve

Nancy Finnigan 

and Peggy Loyson 

created the wreath

March in the Park 2027

https://www.facebook.com/gcofcc
https://www.gardenclubofcapecoral.com/?fbclid=IwY2xjawLSnYdleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFFWFdCSllCb2VnQ1hFanowAR5_U-x5_C9I4ApABQkjH7tx3CWEM3fSdN5gTwz2q0d5ReLPvumEI5eRvKER-Q_aem_5eQ5mTsAFpwvlvxm5B-dCg
https://heyzine.com/flip-book/781ddabaa6.html
https://www.facebook.com/share/1DCgZDLsYn/
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Garden Club of Lakeland (Fed. 1931) – Emily Fox, Pres. 

                                 Marlene Haigh FB PH*

With the help of Christy Linke, we celebrated the end of National 

Garden Week with a wonderful “Fun with Flowers” event.

VISTE gave the Garden Club of Lakeland, Inc. an award for their contribution of 

over 450 artistic holiday ornaments to be distributed to seniors in the area.

Avon Park Plant Therapy Sale

https://www.facebook.com/TheGardenClubofLakelandInc
https://heyzine.com/flip-book/23bf2555bd.html
https://heyzine.com/flip-book/705fb1f6b6.html
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The Garden Club of Sebring Inc.  (Fed. 1935) – Margaret Grassman

                   Carol GragillaFB

The Garden Club of Sebring closed 

out the 2025–2026 season on May 

18 with a reception honoring our 

scholarship winner, Ms. Ryleigh 

Danzey, who received $1,500 and 

will attend Santa Fe College to study 

Business with a minor in Agricultural 

Engineering, focusing on irrigation 

design and water supply. We wish 

her every success.

We also celebrated Pat Lefiles as 

she retires from full-time membership 

after more than 20 years of dedicated 

service. She will be greatly missed, 

and we hope she’ll join us whenever 

she can.

Congratulations to Ryleigh and Pat!

319 W Center Ave.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/432511128088684/
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The Garden Club of Winter Haven (Fed. 1927)

Marianne Lehman & Kathy Skipper, Co-Pres. 

                  Carol JanssenWEB

Link: Facebook DIX

HELP INCREASE ATTENDANCE

AT ALL OF YOUR EVENTS!

SHARE the DIX FB LINK with Members and 

Friends. 

Link

Buy Tickets

https://www.gcwh.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1309829002404914
https://www.gcwh.org/event
https://www.gcwh.org/event
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Gardeners Out East (Fed. 2014) -   Nancy Schneider, Pres.

FB WEB

Link: Facebook DIX

HELP INCREASE ATTENDANCE

AT ALL OF OUR EVENTS!

Please SHARE this LINK with Members and 

Friends. 

Upcoming Events – We welcome guests!

October 12, 2026, 

Speaker: Cathy Dunn, Former President of the JEH chapter of the American 

Hibiscus Society.  Topic: Why everyone loves Hibiscus and what is the best way to 

keep them looking beautiful.

November 9, 2026

Speaker:  Beverly Zoller Burdette: Executive Director of Palma Sola Botanical 

Garden.  Topic: A walk in the Palma Sola Gardens. The garden is a local gem with 

a very special microclimate that many of us drive by but have no idea of its 

importance to our area.

https://www.facebook.com/GardenersOutEastLWR
https://www.gardenersouteast.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1309829002404914
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Gulf Coast Garden Club  (Fed. 2004) – Laura Sullivan, Pres. 

                                Anina Bachrach FB WEB

2026-2027 Programs

Location: St. Leo the great Catholic Church, Educational Center classrooms 13 &14, 

28384 Beaumont Rd., Bonita Springs

2026

Oct 19    Topic: How to Start a Backyard Revolution. Speaker: Sara Burke, Former

              President Wildflower Foundation & Master Gardener

Nov 9     Topic: Designing with Gourds. Speaker: Paula Novander, NGC Flower

               Show Judge   

2027

Jan 11     Topic: Designing for Home and Show. Speaker: Connie Lowry, NGC Flower

               Show Judge

Feb 8       A time for Tea. Topic: Tea Harvesting and Tea Cup of Cheer Workshop,

                Speaker: Dale DeFeo NGC Master Flower Show Judge and Nancy

Mar 8 Topic: Longer Lasting Beauty, Conditioning Flowers & Foliage. 

               Speaker: Dale De Feo  NGC Master Flower Show Judge

May 10    TBD

https://www.facebook.com/GCGCSWFL
https://gulfcoastgardenclub.org/wp/
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JEH Chapter of the American Hibiscus Society

 FFGC Affiliate  -  Denise Helfrich, Pres.

FB WEB PH*

*PH = Promotional Handouts

Link: Facebook DIX

HELP US INCREASE ATTENDANCE

AT ALL OF YOUR EVENTS!

Please SHARE this LINK with Members and 

Friends. 

Come as a guest to a

program & meeting.
 

Would you like to learn more about 

the beautiful tropical hybrid hibiscus?  

Meets September–May on the 

second Sunday at the

Fort Myers-Lee

County Garden Council, 

2166 Virginia Ave., Fort Myers.

1:30 PM a “Mini Show” of blooms

2 PM Program

More info on website. 

The James E. Hendry American Hibiscus Society held its 73rd Annual Hibiscus 

Show in Fort Myers on April 17, 2026. 

Best of Show Winners Show Photos Show YouTube Video

3rd place went to Franks Last Hurrah, Hybridized by Frank Heffernan, 
Grown by Valerie Costa.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/752570188190592/?rdid=FufO0YYk9zA6PqsE&share_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fshare%2Fg%2F18cKH1As4V%2F
https://hendrychapterhibiscus.com/
https://heyzine.com/flip-book/2fdf337e0e.html
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1309829002404914
https://hendrychapterhibiscus.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/2026-JEH-Show.pdf
https://youtu.be/0bAx5klRD84?si=nSZIJaRrKVdmU6tk
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Lake Placid Garden Club (Fed. 1953) – Danny Green, Pres

                                                  Doris Rohner 

 

FB WEB PH*

*PH = Promotional Handouts

Kokodama class held May 15 turned into a delightful mess: mud flying, moss 

everywhere, twine and fishing line tangles, but we successfully remembered the 

plants—mostly—and created living art.

The June 10 Ice Cream Social at the 

Masonic Lodge brought members 

together for fellowship and fun — 

including Cecelia Chuplis enjoying her 

self-made sundae.

• Monthly a member’s garden is selected.

• Volunteers help refresh that garden.

• Participation is completely optional.

• A member may nominate her own garden.

Link

https://www.facebook.com/groups/514763312617247
https://lakeplacidgardenclub.org/?fbclid=IwY2xjawJf9UpleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHjCIvVNBay_sBl2YfJvqzGi4ALnkTw1OS4WeJc0Si-XUDViwbl6IadhJgd71_aem_gRUY6kmBF9iP9Ejs5DqSYA
https://heyzine.com/flip-book/1732d1529f.html
https://lakeplacidgardenclub.org/2026-2027-revitalization-day/
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Lakeland Camellia Society, FFGC Affiliate -  Chuck Wood, Pres.

FB WEB

Meetings ~ Guests Welcome

September 2026 through April 2027

7 PM Second Tuesday of each month

. 

2129 Sylvester Rd., Lakeland Fl

Cherie Shirah

https://www.facebook.com/LakelandCamelliaSocietyFL
https://www.americancamellias.com/about-american-camellia-society/clubs-societies/local-clubs-societies/florida-clubs-societies/lakeland-camellia-society?fbclid=IwY2xjawQs8KZleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFhejgyaUhZVWRPRHA4QTFNc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHuODyy2NiT5unEypitioYf1pI__qqGG6y1sOdX3NKPGqB636KcDRCewNIvsg_aem_DV3r_9scWfNWxMCTSHsxHA
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Naples Garden Club (Fed. 1968) – Mercy Abrams Pres. 

                                   Sue MandryFB WEB

Click this link for video of member’s 

photos of the

2026 Chelsea Flower Show

The 2026 Newport Flower Show, 

themed "Pearls of Newport" — floral 

elegance inspired by Newport's Gilded 

Age and coastal charm. 

L-R: Myra Strom, Nancy Hughes, and 

Michelle Thomas.

Naples GC Members

Take to the Road.

Deb Minnock explored breathtaking 

tulip fields and world-class botanical 

gardens during her visit to the 

Netherlands.

2026 RHS Chelsea Flower Show

Star of the show was the Hosta RED NINJA, 

RHS Chelsea Plant of the Year. 

L to R: Kathy Reno & Husband, Sue Mandry 

& Pensioners, Ellen Haffa & Husband, & 

Lydee Hummel. 

23

https://www.facebook.com/naplesgardenclub
https://naplesgardenclub.org/
https://vimeo.com/1200207109?share=copy
https://vimeo.com/1200207109?share=copy
https://vimeo.com/1200207109?share=copy
https://vimeo.com/1200207109?share=copy
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Peace River Botanical & Sculpture Garden

FFGC Affiliate Member, Tanna Horner, CEO

                                    Adrian Parris                                        
FB WEB

See sculptures in the gardens!

5827 Riverside Dr., Punta Gorda, FL 33982

https://www.facebook.com/PeaceRiverGardens
https://www.peacerivergardens.org/?fbclid=IwY2xjawQs8cdleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFkRndHSDBNeFBQMUJiVlFxc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHt1lEp8iXIx8ZDwugTjJgi1gRGZ9li6SbpeFvB2_UaqgQKVTZ3865in0s1AE_aem_L_P6gTO59qMs6yhgayB_uQ
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Periwinkle Garden Club (Fed. 1938)  - Norma Lyons, Pres.

Link: Facebook DIX

Increase event 

turnout

Share this link 

with your 

members and 

friends.

Save the Date

Sept 22, 2026

Please join us for the fall 

fun. 

Our members are prepping 

to host the Fall District IX 

meeting at the Sidney & 

Berne Davis Art Center

2301 First St.

Fort Myers 

Registration forms coming 

soon. 
Norma working on ideas 

for centerpieces.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1309829002404914
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2026
Brd of Paradise 

Program
Award

The Poinciana Garden Club (Fed. 1964)  C. Duffy & S. Fisher, Pres.

                                                                                Sandy TroyEVENTS 2026-2027PHFB

Bus Trip Marie Selby

https://heyzine.com/flip-book/efc971776d.html
https://heyzine.com/flip-book/efc971776d.html
https://heyzine.com/flip-book/efc971776d.html
https://1drv.ms/b/c/b98e46e65a14db54/IQA6iSJcID7wQ6d7k9YhvYSCAeQoCO-MannPbnz24BLfj8s?e=4tcd6U
https://www.facebook.com/poincianagardenclub/
https://heyzine.com/flip-book/91f57f529f.html
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Port Charlotte Garden Club (Fed. 1958) -  Jeanne Larson,  Pres.

FB WEB PH*

*PH = Promotional Handouts

PCGC Celebrates

Americas 250th!

Members Phyllis Crews and 

Sandi Witzke visited the 

Douglas T. Jacobson State 

Veterans’ Nursing Home in 

Port Charlotte, spending time 

with residents and delivering 

five natural creations made by 

PCGC members — a warm, 

decorative touch for the 

home’s upcoming 

celebrations.

OUR Gold Star Marker

also put on its finest!

The red/white/blue 

flowers,

flags and wreath showed

up great for the 4th!

Thank you, Gretchen C,

Kathy B, LeeAnn and

Bobby F for all your

contributions!

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064550145649
https://www.portcharlottegardenclub.org/
https://cccclub-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/stp_capecoralcomputer_club/EeRs8Uq6RIVJjCjSdYc4Z8QBX0mxJXN23qMVUSxz0ei7YA?e=FTNEeh
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Punta Gorda Garden Club (Fed. 1950) - Mary Yeomans, Pres. 

                                                                                 Stephanie Green

 

FB WEB PH*

*PH = Promotional Handouts

Events 2026 - 2027

Come as a Guest!

Steph, You could list dates& 

times, and programs topics of 

upcoming meetings 

with address 

https://www.facebook.com/PuntaGordaGardenClub
https://www.pggc.org/
https://heyzine.com/flip-book/b4add7b714.html
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1C7RTZQsMYop9eE_n6lU4ABntqK_Jucp-/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1C7RTZQsMYop9eE_n6lU4ABntqK_Jucp-/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1C7RTZQsMYop9eE_n6lU4ABntqK_Jucp-/view?usp=sharing
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SPEAKERS SPOTLIGHT

Link Fl Wildflower 

Foundation

LINK: Speakers Bureau

https://www.flawildflowers.org/
https://www.flawildflowers.org/
https://heyzine.com/flip-book/ddb00befec.html
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DIX NEWSINDEXSPEAKERS SPOTLIGHT

30

NEW SPEAKERS in the Speakers Bureau!

Link 

YouTube
Link 

email

LINK: Speakers Bureau

Link: 

YouTube

http://www.youtube.com/@Tropical_Dragon_Permaculture
http://www.youtube.com/@Tropical_Dragon_Permaculture
mailto:tropicaldragonpermaculture@gmail.com
mailto:tropicaldragonpermaculture@gmail.com
https://heyzine.com/flip-book/ddb00befec.html
https://www.youtube.com/@plantpropagator
https://www.youtube.com/@plantpropagator
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DIX NEWSINDEXDIX RESOURCE LINKS

Connie Lowrey

DIX Fundraising Initiatives

Member Survey Examples

DIX Club Membership

Growth Strategies

District IX Facebook Site

Club Carpool Tool

Plant Sale Tips

Nurseries 7 Counties Map

Map – Garden Clubs & 

FFGC Aff Members in 

District IX

Speakers Bureau Link
 

NGC

DIX

FFGC

Page Links to 

reduce the 

length of the 

newsletter

Digitizing Documents

Field Trip Recommendations

DIX Events Magazine
 

Tips for Newsletter 

Contributors

Member Recognition

https://heyzine.com/flip-book/8b88f61a61.html
https://heyzine.com/flip-book/76df827b95.html
https://heyzine.com/flip-book/c580ad2bd0.html
https://heyzine.com/flip-book/c580ad2bd0.html
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1309829002404914
https://heyzine.com/flip-book/33b4434bb0.html
https://heyzine.com/flip-book/633c8c6b0f.html
https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1-5Aysde4vAe_5C2VY3092gVAxpdps4E&usp=sharing
https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1QsouWKVInXOy2fn4W9_kQ4Ui1NCSqeA&usp=sharing
https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1QsouWKVInXOy2fn4W9_kQ4Ui1NCSqeA&usp=sharing
https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1QsouWKVInXOy2fn4W9_kQ4Ui1NCSqeA&usp=sharing
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NGC, FFGC, DS, DIX DATES

LINK FFGC 2027

ANNUAL

CONVENTION

April 6-9

Embassy Suites

Lake Buena Vista, Fl

LINK ANNUAL

NGC CONVENTION

May 13-17, 2027

Wisconsin 

LINK Deep South 

Convention

March 14-16, 2027

Alabama 

2026

 FALL

DISTRICT IX FFGC

MEETING

Sept 22

Fort Myers

Host: Periwinkle GC

2027

SPRING DISTRICT IX

MEETING

Pending

INDEXNGC, FFGC, DS, DIX DATES

Link: Facebook DIX

LINK FFGC TravelCanadian RailsJuly 19-27, 2026~Princess CruiseNew ZealandTasmaniaFinale at theWorld’s Flower ShowMar 17-23, 2027

LINK FFGC Travel

Canadian Rails

July 19-27, 2026

~

Princess Cruise

New Zealand

Tasmania

Finale at the

World’s Flower 

Show

Mar 17-23, 2027

https://ffgc.org/Convention
https://ffgc.org/Convention
https://ffgc.org/Convention
https://gardenclub.org/events/2027-national-convention
https://gardenclub.org/events/2027-national-convention
https://gardenclub.org/events/2027-national-convention
https://gardenclub.org/events/2027-national-convention
https://gardenclub.org/events/2027-national-convention
https://gardenclub.org/events/2027-national-convention
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/1309829002404914
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DIX For You Fall newsletter

August 2026

Aug 11, 10-12, Tatakizome Japanese 

Flower Craft. FMLCGC, Members 

free. Guests $10. RSVP: 239-994-

8147, BRING a hammer & wood 

board. The Poinciana GC. GC: 2166 

Virginia Ave, Fort Myers.

SEPTEMBER 2026

Sept. 11 FMLCGC Program, 2166 

Virginia Ave, Fort Myers

Sept 26,9-2, Plant Sale, Avon Park 

Correctional Facility 8100 Highway 

64 East Avon Park. GC of Lakeland 

staffs the sale.

Sept 22, Fall District IX Meeting, Fort 

Myers, Hosted by Periwinkle GC, 

Sydney & Beme Davis Art Center, 

2301 First Street, Fort Myers

OCTOBER 2026

Oct 13,12 to 2, Rock Painting, The 

Poinciana Garden Club, Beme Davis 

Gardens, 2166 Virginia Ave. Fort 

Myers. RSVP 239-994-8147

Oct 28,11:30-2, Plant Sale

Garden Club of Sebring, Jack Stroup 

Civic Center, Behind the Sebring 

Library

Oct 11-12,9-4 Celebrate OCTober 

Edison & Ford Winter Estates Free 

Workshops, Vendors, Food Trucks, 

Growers.

Oct 31,9-4, Family Fun Day! Edison 

& Ford Winter Estates Climb the 

Banyon, Pumpking Coloring, Face 

Painting, Music, Food Trucks

NOVEMBER 2026

Nov 5, 9-3, Horticulture 101,

Punta Gorda GC, Visual Arts Center, 

210 Maud St. Punta Gorda.

Nov 6, 9-3 Floral Mechanics 

Course & Demonstration, Punta 

Gorda GC, Visual Arts Center, 210 

Maud St. Punta Gorda.

Nov 10, Animal Neighbors with 

Ashley Cook, Dir. Of Conservation 

at Allegator Creek Preserve, The 

Poinciana GC, Berne Davis 

Gardens, 2166 Virginia Ave. Fort 

Myers. RSVP  239-994-8147

Nov 10, noon to 2, Nine Floral 

Design Tips with Three Designers. 

Cathy Dunn, Nancy Colgan, Connie 

Lowery, The Poinciana GC, Berne 

Davis Gardens, 2166 Virginia Ave. 

Fort Myers. RSVP  239-994-8147

Nov 13, 9:30 am, FMLCGC, Sky 

McDonnald Adopt a Mangrove. 

Berne Davis Gardens, 2166 Virginia 

Ave, Fort Myers. 

Nov 14, 9-1, Plant Sale Thankful 

Fest IV. Arcadia Garden Club, 1005 

W. Magnolia St. Arcadia.  Games, 

Vendors, Food. 

Nov 21-22  Sat 9-5, Sun 9-3.

Annual Bonsai Show & Sale. 

Exhibits, Demonstrations, Sales, 

Workshops. Free admission, free 

lunch, free parking. Bring your bonsai 

for the advice table. 

2166 Virginia Ave. Fort Myers.

 

DECEMBER 2026

Dec 4 & 5, 10-4, 2026 Holly Days 

Tour $25 donation. Historic District 

Punta Gorda. See Punta Gorda GC 

website. 

Dec 5, 11 am to 3 pm, Holiday 

Home & Garden Tour Tickets $20 

donation. See flyer on Lake Placid 

GC website link. 

Dec 15, 10-12, Free SWFL Fiddlers 

Concert, Berne Davis Gardens, 2166 

Virginia Ave. Fort Myers

JANUARY 2027

Jan 9, Annual Camellia Show and 

Plant Sale, Plant Sale: 9:00 AM, 

Bloom Show: 1:00 PM, Lakeland 

Camellia Society, First Presbyterian 

Church, 175 Lake Hollingsworth Dr., 

Lakeland
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January 2027

Jan 12, 9:30 Leaf Manipulation, 

The Poinciana GC, Berne Davis 

Gardens, 2166 Virginia Ave. Fort 

Myers. RSVP  239-994-8147

Jan 12, noon to 2, Decoupage with 

Karen, The Poinciana GC, Berne 

Davis Gardens, 2166 Virginia Ave. 

Fort Myers. RSVP  239-994-8147

Jan 12, 22, 28, Series 1, 2, 3 FFGC 

Floral Design Series 2027, Visual 

Arts Center, 210 Maud St. Punta 

Gorda.

Jan 19, 10-12, Free SWFL Fiddlers 

Concert, Berne Davis Gardens, 2166 

Virginia Ave. Fort Myers

Jan 28, 9 am, Big Cypress Bend 

Boardwalk Field Trip. 27020 

Tamiami Trail E, Naples, The 

Poinciana GC. Guests Welcome. 

FEBRUARY 2027

Feb 2, 9:30 am – 2, Digging It “All 

About Hibiscus” Berne Davis 

Botanical Gardens, 2166 Virginia 

Ave. Fort Myers.

Feb 16, 10-12, Free SWFL Fiddlers 

Concert, Berne Davis Gardens, 2166 

Virginia Ave. Fort Myers

Feb 25, Bus Trip to Marie Selby 

Gardens, Guests Welcome. RSVP 

to Martha, 207-331-4664. Register 

now & pay by Dec 9th. Limited 

Seating 40. Park at Garden Council 

at 7:45 am. Board bus 7:45 am. 

MARCH 2027

Mar 5, 12, 19 , Series 4, 5, 6 FFGC 

Floral Design Series 2027, Visual 

Arts Center, 210 Maud St. Punta 

Gorda.

Mar 6, 9-3, March in the Park, GC 

Cape Coral, Rotary Park, Cape 

Coral. 

Mar 9, 9:30 am, Flowers from 

Shells with Joanne Kishfy, The 

Poinciana GC, Berne Davis 

Gardens, 2166 Virginia Ave. Fort 

Myers. RSVP  239-994-8147. 

Guests Welcome

Mar 9, noon to 2, Stained Glass 

Butterfly for Beginners, $55. RSVP 

Syliva Ford, Poinciana GC, Berne 

Davis Gardens, 2166 Virginia Ave. 

Fort Myers. RSVP  239-994-8147

Mar 14-16, Deep South 

Convention, Tuscaloosa, Alabama - 

Embassy Suites Hotel

Mar 16, 10-12, Free SWFL Fiddlers 

Concert, Berne Davis Gardens, 

2166 Virginia Ave. Fort Myers

Mar 25, 8:30 am TropicStar Boat 

Trip from Pine Island, Bokeelia. 

$30. Guests Welcome. RSVP 

Marilynn 339-936-6540.

APRIL 2027

Apr 6-9, Florida Federation of 

Garden Clubs Convention, 

Embassy Suites by Hilton Orlando 

Lake Buena Vista South

Apr 6, 10 to 12:30, Create a Flower 

From Shells with Joanne Kishfy. 

Hands on. Bring Glue Gun, Only 10 

seats available. $20. RSVP 239-994-

8147. The Poinciana GC, Berne 

Davis Gardens, 2166 Virginia Ave. 

Fort Myers. RSVP  239-994-8147

Apr 13, noon to 2, Sharpening 

Pruners, Loppers, with Margot & 

Sandy. Bring cleaned pruners! No 

Fee. No RSVP. The Poinciana GC, 

Berne Davis Gardens, 2166 Virginia 

Ave. Fort Myers.

Apr 20, 1 – 3, 2027 Flower Show 

Roaring 20’s. Punta Gorda GC. Isles 

Yacht Club, 1780 West Marion Ave. 

Punta Gorda. 
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DIX CONTACTS
Director: Susan Lawson  941-979-0615                                                              slawson921@gmail.com

Assist. Dir.: Mercy Lagmay Abrams  973-255-0134                                                   mercy313@me.com    

Treasurer: Charlene Anderson                                                                                   beadie1@gmail.com

Recording Secretary: Mary Yeomans                                                                 mymrsphysics@aol.com

Corresponding Secretary: Paula Novander                                                        pnovander@yahoo.com

Parliamentarian: Carolyn Lowry-Nation                                                                  05ceesea@gmail.com

Advisors: Leslie Montwid                                                                                   ronmontwid@yahoo.com 

                 Cissy Richardson                                                                        CHRWinterHaven@gmail.com 

                 Dale DeFeo                                                                                                 dwdefeo1@aol.com 

Awards Chair:  Syliva Swartz  239-339-3778                                                             tamargal2@aol.com 

Facebook Admin: Brenda Kvamme Luedeman                                                    bkluedeman@gmail.com

District IX & Idea Exchange Newsletters, FB:  Sandy Troy 239-994-8147          stroy_penn@msn.com 

Aquatic Ecosystems: vacant 

Awards: Sylvia Swartz                                                                                                tamargal2@aol.com 

Avon Park - Garden Therapy: Pat Shira  &                                                        dshira@tampabay.rr.com                                   

                                                 Janette Baggett                                                           jldevenny@aol.com                                                      

Birds, Bees, Butterflies: Trudie Kirkland                                                            trudieandhal@gmail.com

Blue Star/Gold Star Markers: Laura Sullivan                                           moonbeamsgardener@aol.com

Coral Reef Restoration: Sharon Ann Ashton                                                               saakm@3rivers.net

DIX Fall Meeting (Winter Haven) Chair: Cissy Richardson, Chair             CHRWinterHaven@gmail.com

DIX Spring Meeting (Port Charlotte)

Facebook Admins.: Brenda Kvamme Luedeman, Sue Rood, Sandy Troy, Susan Lawson 

Floral Design: Mercy Abrams                                                                                     mercy313@me.com

Judges Council: Paula Novander                                                                        pnovander@yahoo.com

Legislative Positions: Sara Wolf                                                                        sarawolf617@gmail.com

Membership Chairman: Mercy Abrams                                                                     mercy313@me.com

Plant a Tree: Sharon Ann Ashton                                                                                 saakrn@3rivers.net

Ways & Means: Trudie Kirkland                                                                              trudieandhal@aol.com

Youth/Wekiva: Ginger Hansill                                                                                     ghansill@gmail.com

DIX For You newsletter segments are published publicly on the FFGC Website (Idea Exchange and 

Florida Gardener). The full newsletter is available to the public on our DIX Facebook site File tab.

Flower: Red Hibiscus

Wildflower: Sambucus Simpsonii 

Butterfly: Monarch
5/01/2026  Sandy Troy, editor, PowerPoint

INDEXDIX CONTACTS

Link: Facebook DIX

LINK: Speakers Bureau speakers

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1309829002404914
https://heyzine.com/flip-book/ddb00befec.html
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