chetn Life

Magazine e,
Over 20 years of free community news
CULCHETH  CROFT « GLAZEBURY = WINWICK < BIRCHWOOD

Tel: 01925 730888



https://urbanbuildingdevelopmentsltd.co.uk/

Editor
Gary Skentelbery

Production
James Bryan

Advertising
James Balme
01925 631592 opt 1

Editorial
01925 631592 opt 2

Email
info@culchethlife.com

Websites
www.culchethlife.com
www.frodshamlife.co.uk
www.lymmlife.co.uk

www.warrington-
worldwide.co.uk

Address

New Media Centre
Old Road  Warrington
WA4 T1AT

Culcheth Life is published
monthly by Orbit News Ltd.

The contents of this magazine
are fully protected by copyright
and nothing may be reprinte
or reproduced without prior
permission of the publishers.

The publishers are not liable for
any statement made or opinion
expressed by third parties in this
publication.

Printed by TwentyFourSeven

www.culchethlife.com

September 2026

'6%550@’0 @}aénécﬂw

There comes a point when the debate about housing stops
being about individual planning applications and starts bein
about the future of an entire community. | believe Culcheth an
Croft are rapidly approaching that point.

Residents are not opposed to
housing simply because they do not
want new neighbours. Nor is this
about pulling up the drawbridge
and saying nobody else should ge
allowed to live here.

It is about balance — and whether
our villages can absorb the scale of
development now being proposed
without  fundamentally ™ changing
their character and placing even
greater  pressure  on  already
strefched services.

The latest proposals include up
to 200 homes at Turret Hall Farm
in Croft and a further 450 homes
on land west of Culcheth. There
are also other developments and

roposals across the wider North

arrington area.

Individually, ~ developers  can
make each scheme appear perfectly
reasonable. But communities do
not  experience  developments
individually. They experience them
collectively.

A new estate means more cars on
roads that were never designed for
such volumes of traffic. More children
needing school places. More

atients requiring GP appointments.
F\)/\ore demand on dentists, public
transport, drainage, utilities, shops
and other local services.

magically disappear because a
planning application is considered
on a different day, by a different
committee. That is why | have some
sympathy with the growing calls for
a genuinely joined-up approach to
development across Culcheth and
Croft.

There is another issue which
cannot simply be brushed aside
— the loss of green fields. Once
agricultural  land  and  open
countryside have been covered
with bricks, tarmac and concrete,
it is gone. We cannot recreate the
landscape that existed before.

Warrington's housing
requirements are real. So is the
need for affordable homes.The
argument that some land can now
be classified as “Grey Belt” does not
automatically make the infrastructure
challenges c{isoppear. Indeed, Croft
Parish Council has highlighted the
need for proper consideration of
transport, environmental and social
impacts as Warrington's Local Plan
is updated.

e question | would ask our
planners and politicians is a
straightforward one, where is the
infrastructure plan to match the
housing plan?

If we are going to add hundreds

cope. Show us the school places.
Show us the healthcare capacity.
Show us how drainage and flooding
risks will be addressed. Show us
the investment in public transport.
Even more worrying, Warrington
Borough  Council ~is  dlready
overwhelmed with its workload and
with huge financial cuts and job
losses looming, how can it cope with
additional work loads?

Residents have every right to
demand answers before the first
brick is laid — not after the problems
have become impossible to solve.

Culcheth and Croft are attractive
places to live precisely because
they retain a village character and
have open countryside around them.
We should not lose sight of that in
the rush to meet housing targets.
Development is inevitable. Sensible
development is not only possible —
it is essential. But there is a world
of difference between building the
homes communities genuinely need
and allowing our villages to become
convenient targets on a housing
spreadsheet.

The green fields around Culcheth
and Croft are not simply empty
_ﬁ:oces waiting fo be built upon.

ey are part of what makes these
communities what they are.

And once they are gone, no

lanning condition will bring them

And these pressures do not  of homes, show us the roads that will ack.

2026 Open Days
Wed 23rd Sept 9.30am | Tues 29th Sept 2pm
Thur 8th Oct 9.30am | Wed 14th Oct Spm
Thur 12th Nov 2pm

Individual visits warmly welcomed

Please ring school to arrange your visit.
Further information can be found on our website.

Culcheth Community Primary School is a warm, welcoming, vibrant
school that provides a first class education and a wide range of

extra-curricular opportunities for all children. Full, flexible wrap
around care is provided by school from 7.30am until 6pm

‘Pupils flourish at Culcheth Community Primary school,
this is a school where pupils are cared for exceptionally well
and encouraged to be their best.’

Ofsted May 2023

Warrington Sports Award for ‘The school that goes the extra mile’

01925 764312

i s < www.culchethprimary.co.uk e
? culchethprimary@onecommunitytrust.co.uk %y

) Pary 68

Warrington Road, Culcheth, Warrington, WA3 SHH

d— F

2
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Where Learning is Fun!

Where Learning is Fun!
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Plans for pattle of Winwick memorial
submitted to borough council

PLANS for a memorial for the historic Battle of Winwick - the
last major battle of the English Civil War - have been submitted

to Warrington Borough Council.

The proposals, put forward by
the Battle of Winwick Society,
are for land at Hermitage Green,
Golborne Road, Winwick. They
involve two castiron bench seats
and three information signs.

Planning officers are currently
studying the proposals.

The site of the battle has for years
been unrecognised as an important
conflict of the Second Civil War.

But it was Listed in 2018 thanks
to the efforts of Richard Ward, who
lives on the battlefield, and the
iy o . ey Wi

Battlefield Trust. Winwick Parish
Council has given permission for
the memorial to be built, subject to
planning consent.

The battle took place in August,
1648 when Cromwell's New
Model Army defeated the largely
Scottish Royalist forces.

The Royalist forces chose a
highly defensible position at Red
Bank, utilizing a swollen stream,
high earth banks, narrow lanes
and thick hedges along the Wigan-
to-Warrington road to stall “the

Parliamentarians. The battle was a
fierce, close-quarters engagement.

The Royalist infantry defended
the pass with exireme “push of
Fike" and musket fire, successfully
orcing Cromwell’s vanguard to
give ground initially. However,
Cromwell’s veteran cavalry and
infantry rallied, eventually flanking
and breaking the Royalist defensive
line. The remaining Royalist foot
soldiers retreated info the village of
Winwick, making a final, desperate

stand at St Oswald’s Church.

Musket ball scars from the
fighting can still be seen on the
church walls today.

The Royalist infantry force was
completely  destroyed.  Roughly
1,000 to 1,600 Royalists were
kiled, and another 2,000 were
captured on the field. In contrast,
Cromwell’s forces lost only about
100 men.

The surviving Royalist cavalry
fled south but surrendered
unconditionally five days later.

companies

« Business start up advice

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS

« Professional, approachable, affordable
« Accounts preparation & tax returns for individuals &

« Bookkeeping, payroll & vat
« Capital Gains, Estate Planning & Probate Work

« First meeting free of charge

Call the office now on 01925 767222
Abacus House, 450 Warrington Road, Culcheth WA3 SQX

www.hunterhealey.co.uk
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% MOT, Servicing and
Repairs while you wait

Cars, Vans,
Motorhomes
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WARRINGTON
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AC Regas «
& Servicing

Pop in &
cool down

542 Europa Blvd, Gemini Business Park, Warrington, WAS 7TP

www.wtvmotandservice.co.uk | E: service@wtvltd.co.uk
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village.

ClIr Neil Johnson, who now sits
as an independent on the borough
council, said: “The news that the
Council are once again pursuing
plans for a gypsy/traveller transit
site in Croft is astonishing.

“It is a betrayal of our entire
community and everyone who lives
here. | am absolutely furious.

“The Council Cabinet have
behaved appallingly, by
purchasing o  property and
surrounding  land” without any
public  consultation,  discussion,
openness or transparency.

“Once again, we find that these
arrangements  have been made
behind closed doors.

“One of the Labour councillors
for this ward, Matt Smith, s
a member of the Cabinet. He
must have been party to these
discussions. He must have read the
papers which described plans to
purchase this site. What did he say

or do to Broiect the interests of our
village? Did he act with integrity
and stand up for us, or did he sit

there in silence while yet more
plans were passed that will have a
devastating impact on Crofte | call
on him to speak out publicly and fell
us clearly and without ambiguity:
“What did he know? When did
he know it2 Why did he keep this

www.culchethlife.com

Fury as news of proposed grpsy
traveller transit site revealed

A councillor who quit the Labour group at Warrington town
hall over controversial plans for a gyspy traveller site at Croft
has expressed his fury over a new plan to locate a site in the

secret — again?

“It should not have taken the
studious research of the Parish
Council to uncover the fact that this
purchase has been made. | was
not aware of it, and | represent
the area. It is totally unacceptable
for ward members not fo be
informed that these significant
plans were underway. It is even
more unacceptable that Cabinet
members should act as ‘secret
keepers’ and shield these unwanted
proposals from the public.

“l maintain my earlier position:
Croft is not a suitable location for
a gypsy/traveller transit site. The
road network will not accommodate
this kind of development. We are
already under significant = strain
with proposals for swathes of
new houses in both Croft and
Culcheth. Existing house prices will
undoubtedly be affected.

“We need to look seriously
at why Croft is being asked to
shoulder a much bigger burden
than other parts of Warrington.

“These plans are unjust and
unacceptable. | will stand with the
community and fight them all the
way.

“I call on Labour councillors
Matt Smith and Janet Seddon to
do the decent thing and urge their

i i

LYMM HIGH SCHOOL

Thursday 8th October 2026

5.00pm to 8.00pm

SIXTH FORM
OPEN EVENING

t Thursday 1
i . o

2th November 2026

www.lymmhigh6thform.org.uk

OQUGHTRINGTON LANE, LY

01925 755458

RE, WA13 ORE

leadership to revoke these plans
with immediate effect. | call on the
Warrington North MP  Charlotte
Nichols' to convene a meeting
with the Council Chief Executive
as a priority and inform her in
no uncerfain ferms that this is not
a proper location for a gypsy/
traveller transit site and that tKe
planning application should be
withdrawn immediately.”

Cllr Johnson famously quit the
Labour group after he leaked

lans for a transit site on Kenyon
ane, Croft, which were eventually
scrapped in October 2024, at
considerable cost to the council.

In response, Clir Matt Smith,
who had earlier joined dozens of
profesters in the village opﬁ)osing a
controversial housing development,
said:  “As  your local Llabour
councillors, we know that recent
news regarding a potential transit
site on Winwick Lane will naturally
raise questions across Culcheth,
Glazebury, and Croft. We want to
reassure you that we are here for
our community, listening, and keen
to hear your considered feedback.

“While we understand local
concerns, it is worth looking at why
this specific site is being considered
by Warrington Borough Council:

-~ Minimal Impact on Local
Homes: Llocated very close to
Junction 22 of the M6, the site
offers direct access to the strategic
road network while keeping any
impact on residential properfies to
a minimum.

— Immediate  Police Powers:
Without an  official transit site,
moving unauthorised encampments
off our green spaces and local
sites can be a long, costly process.
Having a designated facility grants
the police immediate legal powers
to direct encampmenfs straight
off other local land or out of the
borough entirely.

“This would strictly be a short
term facility (up to 28 days),
with users paying fees and utility
costs upfront.” The site would be
monitored and managed, only
those who have registered and
paid in advance could access the
site.

“Nothing is set in stone — this
project cannot move forward
without full planning permission. A
formal application will go through
f

he usual transparent” plannin

process,  givin everyone fu

opportunity to submit their views.
]

Our door is always open.
Please feel free to get in touch
with us directly; we welcome your
input,” he added.
Defending the selection of the
site, a Warrington Borough Council

September 2026

spokesperson said: “We have a

long-established  requirement  to
provide a Gypsy and Traveller
fransit site in  Warrington. The
provision of a transit site will help
the council meet its legal obligations
under the Housing Act 2004 in
relation to accommodation needs
for the travelling community whilst
helping to reguce unauthorised
encampments across the borough.”

The council says a permanent
transit site would also strengthen
enforcement powers available to
police.

The spokesperson added: “A
permanent fransit site would bring a
number of benefits for Warrington.
It would strengthen the council’s
ability to manage unauthorised
encampments by enabling the
police to use powers available
under Sections 62A-62E of the
Criminal Justice and Public Order
Act 1994 to direct travellers to an
authorised site within the borough.
Failure to comply, or returning
within three months after being
directed away, may constitute an
offence.”

Pointing to examples elsewhere
in Cheshire, the council argues
similar  facilities have already
proved effective.

The  spokesperson  added:
“Transit sites have been used
successfully  in neighbouring
authorities’ to provide shortterm
accommodation  for  travelling
communities and to  reduce
unauthorised encampments. Halton
Council has operated a fransit site
for several years and has seen
significantly ~ fewer unauthorised
encampments. Since opening a
transit site in early 2025, Cheshire
East has also reported a reduction
in the number and frequency of
encampments, while Cheshire West
and Chester is progressing plans
for its own facility.”

The authority’ also highlighted
the financial burden of dealing with
unauthorised encampments without
a dedicated facility.

-
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Gustaffson return for special St
Oswald’s Church gig

Gustaffson, the five-piece Manchester band who are currently
on a UK tour, return to the venue of their first-ever Warrington
gig-St Oswald’s Church, Winwick - for an evening performance.

lead singer, Andrew Gower, of their debut Elbow album “Black
singer, songwriter and actor, has and White Movie”, which gained
strong connections with Warrington ~ critical and commercial success,
as he was educated at Great  with a spectacular sold-out show at
Sankey High School, where he London’s Bush Hall.
enjoyed the teaching and facilities The band finished 2025 with
in the school’s drama and music an Elbow-produced single” Dance
department. He went on to study  to the Algorithm” — a retro funk
at the Oxford School of Drama  which featured on Granada TV and
and has starred in leading roles in included Gustaffson in the Manc
several TV hit shows. and Audios North’s “best artists of

Andrew’s song lyrics and music 2025" alongside Richard Ashcroft
are all about the felling of stories. and the Charlatans. The group are
Hit singles such as Northern due to return to the studio later this
Baby, Champagne Socialist and year fo record their second album
a debut EP the “Jacaranda “, are  with Elbow’s Craig Potter.
based on Liverpool's famous music Gustaffson’s connection to  St.
venue. It stars wellknown actress ~ Oswald’s and their enthusiasm
Sue Johnstone, in a cameo role. to return stems from the filming
Andrew described Sue as a fitting of a video for their then-new
single “Flowers” at the church in

Liverpool legend for a song about
a Liverpool iconic venue where she November 2023. They were so
remembered dancing in the sixties. impressed with the quality of the
The Winwick Church seftin church’s sound reproduction and
is one of the venue choices o its atmospheric sefting that they
the group’s UK four journey. The booked an evening performance
tour’s aim is fo define what it takes in June 2024 and donated some of

to make real music as a band in the ticket takings to the church.
have As Andrew says, “You walk info

2026. Gustaffson, who
layed at venues in Manchester, St Oswald’s Church and it instantly
i tells a story. As soon as we were

iverpool and London, are quickly
looking for a venue for the music

being renowned for their curation
of specific venue, standalone video, | knew the church would be
erfect. The building has a unique

shows that become calendar-
shaping events for their audiences. istory and as a band it is all about
playing venues which give our

The band celebrated the success

audience the best experience. We
felt very fortunate to become part
of its history on that performance
night and are delighted to make a
return.”

The band will be returning to
the studio this year to record their
second album with Elbow’s Craig

Potter.

Friday 25 September, 7 p.m.
Gustaffson live at St. Oswald’s
Church. Tickets £15 per head.
Licensed bar and retreshments.
For information and tickets visit
www.achurchnearyou.com/church
15319

CULCHETH

A

Registration from 5:30pm

Headteacher Presentations at
6:00pm & 6:30pm

WA milecbhathhicah aves i1le
www.culchethhigh.org.uKk

Please refer to our website for further details.

We look forward to welcoming children
from all year groups with their families.

#WeAreC

K,

Ofsted

Provider
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New padel courts and gym relaunc|

NEW padel courts and a

with free community

m relaunch are set to take place

in Culcheth and will be celebrated with a free community day
after planners gave the development the green light.

Culcheth will get its first padel
courts on Saturday 5th September,
with Ace Padel Culcheth marking
the opening with a_free, family
community day at The Daten -
alongside a full relaunch of the gym
that now sits within the Ace Padel
portfolio.

Warrington  Borough ~ Council
recently approved plans for three
new padel tennis courts at Culcheth
Sports Club on Charnock Road. The
project, operated via a partnership
with Ace Padel, includes three
courts under a lightweight Perspex

Bents celebrates double award success ahead

Bents Garden & Home s
celebrating  success with  two
prestigious and widely respected
awards, both providing the perfect
start to a landmark year as the
family-owned and run  business

prepares to celebrate its 90th
anniversary in 2027.

canopy, low-level wall-infegrated
lighting, and tree planting for
biodiversig net gain.

Ace Padel has also acquired the
onsite legacy Health and Fitness
Club, which is being rebranded to
Ace Fitness and Reformer, to run
alongside the new racket facilities.

The free community day will
include padel taster, junior, and
intfro sessions plus tournaments
on the new courts, and beginner
reformer Pilates and gym sessions
as the gym relaunches with a new
identity, new timetable, and new

Having recently been crowned
Best Desfination Garden Centre in
the North West at the GCA reginal
awards, it has also been officially
recognised by the 2026 UK's Best
WorEploces for Women™ and
is listed within the top 100 large
company  category, alongside

o

memberships.

The bar will be open and a BBQ
hosted by the community café, with
a bouncy castle, face painting,
market and activity stalls, and a
DJ and live entertainment running
into the evening. The Daten is also
home to dance, tennis, football and
a wider community beyond padel
and the gym, and this event is
designed fo bring all of it together
-a ﬁub for all.

Jamie  Reynolds, Co-founder
of Ace Padel, said: “This isn't
just about opening new courts
or a gym rebrand; it's about
strengthening what The Daten has
always been - a fitness, wellbeing

organisations  including
Skincare and Lindt.
Founded in 1937, Bents has
rown from Alfred and Margaret
Eent selling roses from their front
garden, just yards from the Centre’s
current location in  Glazebury,
info one of the UK's leading

L s

Tropic

and community hub, and the heart
of Culcheth. From the café to the
Ukrainian Family Hub to the sports
on offer, that community spirit is
already here, and we want the 5th
September to bring all of it together
in one day. Whether you've
never picked up a padel racket,
haven't been to a gym in years, or
you're already part of The Daten
community, there’ll be something
for you.”
hen: 9:30 - 22:00, Saturday

5th September

Where: The Daten, Charnock
Rd, Culcheth, WA3 5SH

The event is free to attend and
open to all ages.

destination garden centres. Both
awards recognise Bents continued
commitment fo its colleagues, who
remain at the heart of the |€omi|y
business.

The latest GCA  accolade
also recognises the continued
commitment to quality, innovation

T TR ¥

Charlotte Nichols MP
Warrington North

“I hold regular constituency advice surgeries.
If you are a Warrington North resident who
needs help or support, please contact my office

to book an appointment.”

charlotte.nichols.mp@parliament.uk
=7 E& charlottenicholsmp.com

@ 0207 219 3000

® Skilled and Friendly
Technicians
@ PC and Laptop Support
@ Home Visit
or Remote Dial-in
® Antivirus/Malware Check
@ Unlimited Support Time
@® Equipment Supplied:
Laptops, PCs, Printers
& Bespoke Builds

Call our Team: 01925 251143

sales@aspire-computers.com Www.aspire-computers.com



https://www.charlottenicholsmp.com/
https://aspire-computers.com/
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to be celebrated

of 90th anniversary

and customer experience that have
also been fundamental to Bents’
success for almost nine decades.

The regional title follows the
GCA's rigorous annual inspection
programme, during which member
garden centres are independently
assessed across every aspect of
their business. From plant quality
and visual merchandising  to
customer service, catering and
innovation, every department is
judged against the highest industry
standards.

Following an  unannounced
inspection, Bents achieved one of
the highest scores in the country,
securing the fitle of Best Destination
Garden Centre in the North West,
along with regional awards for Best
Customer Service, Food Hall and
Catering.

Matthew ~ Bent,  Managing
Director of Bents Garden & Home,
said: “To receive this recognition
from the Garden Centre Association
is a fanfastic achievement and
one we're incredibly proud of,
particularly as we * prepare to
celebrate our 90th anniversary next

ear.”

4 The 2026 UK's Best Workplaces
for Women list is made up of
employers whose people have told
Great Place To Work® UK they
work for a place that is inclusive
and equitable for all. The 350
companies on the list are committed
to ensuring a reasonable balance

of women and men across the
organisation; removing barriers
to women’s career ctdvcmcement,'
and creating workplaces where all
employees, regardless of gender,
can flourish.

Benedict Gautrey, Managin
Director of Great Place To Wori
UK says: “This year's UK's Best
Workp?;ces for  Women list
celebrates businesses making @
genuine difference day to day, not
just in what they say, but in how
people experience work. What
matters most is that this recognition
comes directly from  women
working in these organisations,
who tell us they feel supported,
valued, and able to grow.

“Our research ~ demonstrates
that these organisations creating
high-trust environments are
delivering stronger results, whether
in financial outcomes, impact, or
service delivery, alongside greater
agility and resilience in the ?oce of
change. Congratulations to Bents
for creating an environment where
inclusion is clearly felt in practice.”

Matthew added:  “Both  of
these awards reflect the passion,
commitment and expertise of every
one of our colleagues and I'd like
to thank every member of the team
for the part they’ve played in these
fantastic successes.”

“The éwﬁ(wwﬁ éi wide

Give evergreen hedges and topiary a
final cut so they present a nice sharp
profile throughout the winter.

._ 7 . _'/;:':uf-e,' .'3"’“‘-

\: 4 Plant Area Specialist
Make sure that pests such as slugs and snails
and diseases such as mildew are dealt with as
soon as they are seen

Fruit trees can be planted now as they benefit
from the warm soil and the cool air

When the autumn rain arrives fertilise your lawn
with a slow release autumn feed

Reduce watering and feeding in preparation for
the winter period when most plants go dormant
and just need keeping moist

Discover great garden and lifestyle tips
from the Bents team. Visit our Bents
Experts Instagram page or scan the QR
code to find out more.

Bents Garden & Home, Warrington Road, Glazebury, Cheshire WA3 SNT.
01942 266300. Check enline for seasenal opening times. =

bents

For the latest events and online shopping visit bents.co.uk

©] ] [v]a)

"heHidden Carden

o am A WINTER LIGHT ADVENTURE
: é [\ AT BENTS GARDEN & HOME

gl .. from 20th November - 30th December

Tickets ¢

now online!

For more info
visit bents.co.uk or
scan the QR code
to.book your place.

CHESHIRE
GOLD
XCHANGE

SELL YOUR GOLD & SILVER TODAY!

A s

Perfect for all ages, our Aladdiniaspired v

award-winning light trail takes you orta magical % - &

storytelling adventure with imagination, mystery '
‘and enchantment around every corner.

i

Q visIT Us:
3 London Road
Stockton Heath

Warrington
- Silverware WA4 65G
- Pocket Watches gt

- Watches /(J/, “EE 2B,
- Asian Gold ,,7(?9' '_9:_41f e e e
AT e .ml.l "

SELL IN-STORE & ‘- 01925 387 107
ONLINE "/ CHESHIREGOLDXCHANGE.CO.UK

ITEMS WE BUY:
- Jewellery

- Bullion

- Coins

Bents Garden & Home, Warrington Road, Glazebury, Cheshire WA3 SNT.
01942 266300. Check enline for seasenal opening times. =

bents

For the latest events and online shopping visit bents.co.uk

©] ] [v]a)
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13 September.

The weekend will feature talks
by historians and researchers on
two of the most tragic events in the
history of this iconic building. One
is the memorial commemorating
the death almost 200 years ago,
of Ellen (Turner) Legh, a young
heiress, which uniteg two of the
richest families in the land in
common grief.

The other will reveal new
research into the Battle of Winwick,
fought during the Civil War 350
ears ago, when over 1.000
gcoﬁish soldiers, supporters of Kin
Charles the Ist, dieJ)at the hands o
Cromwell’s army. Over 1,500 men
were taken Frisoner. The Royalist
army defeat led only a few months
later, to the execution of the English

king.

Iﬂwotogrophs of the period,
displays of weapons, the armour
worn by the Scottish and English
armies of those times and ifems
ound after the battle, will be on
display at the church. Dr. Andrew
Abram, secrefary of the Battle of
Winwick Society, will be giving
an update on research projects in
the past year which will include
progress on plans to erect a
permanent monument on the site of

www.culchethlife.com

Winwick church to look back at some of its
tragic history at heritage weekend event

One of the most historic churches in the North West, St
Oswald’s Church, Winwick, will open its doors to the public to
celebrate its Heritage weekend on Saturday 12 and Sunday

the battlefield in Hermitage Green
and news on some of the exciting
finds from recent searches on the

land.

Eileen Monies, volunteer
historical researcher, lyme Park,
National Trust, will present a

moving falk on the life and death
of Ellen (Turner) legh a young
heiress, whose memorial is in the
St Oswald’s Legh family chapel.
In 1826 Ellen was abducted from
her boarding school by Edward
Gibbon akefield, a fortune
hunter, when she was only 15 and
tricked into marriage at Gretna
Green. Her abductor was sent to
Newgate prison. She met Thomas
Legh of lyme Hall, Disley, one of
the magistrates at  Wakefield's
trial. They married in the following
year. Three years later she died in
childbirth aged 19 years.
Reverendg Martin Fuller, parish
priest at St Oswald’s Church, will
open the event. He said: This is a
ace with a fascinating history and
as so much to offer. It will 'be a
privilege and joy to celebrate such
a rich heritage.” | look forward to
welcoming everyone to St Oswald’s
and to exciting revelations about
the happenings in its past and in

the area surrounding it.”

The church will be open from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturday
12 September. Reverend Martin
Fuller will officiate at the openin
at 11 a.m. followed by a tdl
by Andrew Abram secretary o
the Battle of Winwick Society.
2.pm.talk in Parish Hall by Eileen
Monies, researcher and historian,
lyme Park, National Trust on the
llen (Turner) Legh memorial and
the circumstances which led to her
death.

Sunday 13 September: Church
open at 12 noon until 3 p.m. 1
p.m. Battlefield walk with society
members.
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Birchwood Park unveils new timeline celebrating 80 years of nuclear history

Birchwood Park, the North West's

largest out-oftown business
destination, has unveiled a new
historical ~ timeline installation

celebrating 80 vyears since the
former Risley site helped shape the
UK’s atomic energy programme.

Part of the GFE'S wider 80
Years of Nuclear campaign,
the installation charts the site's
evolution from a disused Second
World War ordnance factory into
the thriving business destination it
is today.

Now home to more than 165
organisations, including over 30
businesses operating across the
nuclear sector, Birchwood Park sits
at the heart of one of the UK’s most
significant nuclear clusters. More
than 6,000 people work across
Warrington’s nuclear community,
the UK’s only region which spans
the full nuclear lifecycle.

With the sector forecast to
contribute more than £15 billion to
the North West economy by 2030
and nuclear employment expected
to grow by almost 49%, the timeline
also highlights the opportunities the
industry continues to create for the
re%_ion and future generations.

he timeline showcases key
moments from the past eight
decades, celebrating the people,
organisations and innovations that
have shaped the site, while helping
today’s workforce  and  future
generations better understand the
role Birchwood Park has played in
the UK's nuclear story.

As part of the cerebraﬁons, the
Park is also inviting current and
former employees, ~visitors, and
members of the local community to
share their memories, photographs,

and stories of life at the site,
helping to preserve the personal
history” behind one of the region’s
most ‘significant employment and
innovation hubs.

Stories and photographs can
be submitted via Birchwood Park’s
dedicated 80 Years of Nuclear
webpage, where contributors are
invited fo help celebrate the people
and moments that have shaped the
Park over the past eight decades.

Linda Welsby, Leasing Manager
at Birchwood gark, said: “For 80
years, Birchwood Park has been
part of the UK’s nuclear story, but
it's also been a part of thousands of
people’s own stories. The timeline is
a way of celebrating both.

As the site continues to evolve,
it's important that we recognise the

heritage that has shaped the Park
we know today. We're incredibly
proud of the role it has played in
supporting the UK’s nuclear industry
and the contribution it continues to
make to the North West economy
rhrougf;]the businesses and people

based here.
“We're also hoping the timeline
encourages people to  share

their own memories and helps
a new generation discover tﬁe
opportunities and careers that
continue to be created here.
We'd like to thank Norman Bird
from UKNNL and the UK ARC
Programme Alpha Heritage team
for their support in helping brin
this important piece of the Park’s
history to life.”

Rachel O’Donnell, Chair of the

Northern Nuclear Alliance (NNA),
said:  “The Northern Nuclear
Alliance exists to champion the
organisations and capabilities that
make the North West the number
one region for nuclear services in
the UK. Birchwood Park has been
central to that story for 80 years,
bringing together businesses that
have helped shape the industry and
continue to drive it forward today.

“Supporting initiatives like this
is about recognising that heritage
while also  demonstrating  the
strength of the nuclear community
we have here today. It's a story
worth celebrating because it's also
the foundation for the sector’s future
growth.”
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Call for “joined up” consideration
of Culcheth and Croft developments

INDEPENDENT Councillor Neil Johnson says that

roposed

developments in the villages of Culcheth and Croft should not
be considered in isolation and believes Warrington Boroug

Council must put a system in

proposals to be considered “

Cllr. Johnson is referring to
the recent planning application
by Peel for 200 homes on land
at Turrett Hall Farm in Croft, a
further planned 450 homes on
land to the west of Culcheth,
and a forthcoming application
by Warrington Borough Council
themselves for a gypsy/traveller
transit site on Winwick Lane.

Clir. Johnson said: “The process

i

lace to allow each of these

“in the round”.

for planning applications is that
each one is considered individually
on its own merits. This is highly
convenient for those who wisE to
push through plans without any
consideration oFthe wider context.

“In the case of Culcheth and
Croft, however, we have three
si%nificqnt proposals forthcoming
which, if successful, will change
the face of our community forever.
It is entirely wrong to consider
any of these three applications in
isolation.

“Any one of these applications
will pK:ce a tremendous burden
on our road network, our utilities,
our shops and services. We need
to adopt a sensible approach and
ensure that some joined up thinkin
is applied. The Council cannot hol
three separate planning committee
meetings for  three  separate
proposals in a such a small areq,
and at each one pretend that the
other two proposals don't exist!

“Councillors have a
responsibility to ensure the best
outcome for the community. These
plans cannot be considered in
isolation. If all three are approved,

it will be devastating for the future
of Culcheth and Croft. Our villages
will be unrecognisable. The Council
needs to put a process in place to
ensure that these developments are
considered collectively, rather than
individually. It is simply unfair that
my ward of Culcheth, Glazebury
and Croft is shouldering more

-

L]
[

than its fair share of the burden
in respect of housing targets. Our
green spaces are af risk of bein

concreted over. The Council’s
reckless plans for a gypsy/traveller
site are only adding to the strain.
We are reaching the stage where
our road networks will be unable

TR
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Raven Inn enters new chapter with transformation of The Raven’s Nest

HAVING just celebrated its third
anniversary as a communi?/ pub,
the Raven Inn continues to look to
the future.

As with many ventures if you
stand still for too long, you can end
up ?‘oing backwards.

The Community Benefit Society
resEonsible for the Raven always
looks to move forward in a positive
way, whilst being mindful of doing
so in a considered manner.

Work has been underway, for
some time, on the ‘upstairs’ of the
Raven.

The work is primarily being
undertaken by volunteers.

‘The Saturday Crew’, were
behind a lot of the work to transform
the downstairs from a quiet awful
state into the bustling vibrant Raven
Inn it now is.

The Raven’s Nest is gradually
being transformed into a space
to complement The Raven Inn.
Amongst other things The Raven'’s
Nest will contain a function room.
Something many people have been
asking for.

Spokesperson

Peter  Sturman

says, ‘The Saturday Crew really
are a group of very committed and
very special people. They have
been working, ofr)en behind the
scenes, since the Raven was first
urchased in 2022. We would not
Ee where we are without them and
we would not be looking forward
to The Raven’s Nest, in the near
future, without their endeavours.”
As for the Raven Inn, it
continues to be business as usual.
In September we have regular
favourites such as open mic night
on the 5th, The Harper Brothers on

Croft Wi meet the Magistrate

CROFT WI welcomed magistrate
and motivational speaker Andrew
Emmerson to their August meeting.
Magistrates  are gioccﬂ citizen
volunteers, they preside in court for
a minimum of 13 days a year and
underg[o training for 5 days each
Fear. hey receive legal guidance
rom professional court legal
advisers and can pass sentences
comprising fines, community work
and up to twelve months in prison.
The duties of a magistrate
are vitally important and " bein
in court can Ee a very stressfu
experience for all concerned.
However, Andrew said he didn't
want to be too serious and he gave
a presentation filled with humour
but which also conveyed many
interesting facts and much_food
for thought about his role. To get
things started some members were
given plastic paddles with numbers

on to hold up in turn and then guess
what that number signified. ?hese
included:

18 - Minimum age fo become a
magistrate

5 - Retirement age

3 - Number of
presiding in a court

57 - Average age of a magistrate
(not the number of Heinz varieties, as
some members guessed!)

90 - Percentage of crimes that are
dealt with by magistrates

1361 - The year the ‘Justices of the
Peace Act’ became law. There was
a lot of unrest in England af the end
of the 100 years war and to deal
with this three or four wealthy men
from each county were appointed
to become JPs. In Warrington,
Thomas Boteler, William Beamont,
and members of the Parr family all
served as local magistrates. JPs sat
in judgement and had to agree on

magjistrates

appropriate sentencing for anyone
found guilty of “offending, rioting
or barrating”. Barratry is an old
common-law crime of persistently
stirring up quarrels or groundless
lawsuits!

Nowadays ~ many  women
become magistrates and the two
final numbers fo guess were:

1919 - Ada Summers, Mayor
of Stalybridge, became the first
female magistrate

55- Percentage of magistrates
who are female in Cheshire today

President Merron Mitchell gave
the vote of thanks to Andrew for
such a lively and thought provoking
presentation.

The competition “An article
or subject that motivated you”
was won by Janet Woods, 2nd
Jill' Hillam "and 3rd Margaret
Millward.

the 18th and Chris Schofield sings
on the 25th.

“We are also very excited that
the launch of our Christmas menu
will take place on the September
the 10th.”

“All " this along with our
weekly Tuesday quiz nights and
Wednesday jam nights.”

“The Raven aims to cater for
all sections of our community. We
always like to hear from anyone
with innovative ideas. ”

“We have just seen a hugely
successful ’dreek night'  “the
brainchild of shareholder Yannis,
who also toiled away in the kitchen,
that night.” added Peter.
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Concerns over delays in planning application
for proposed anaerobic digestion plant

A local councillor has expressed concerns over planning

application delays involvin
digestion plant at Winwick,

It is now more than a year since
the application was validated with
local councillors and residents still
awaiting clarity.

Local” ClIr ‘Stuart Mann  said:
“I'm concerned at just how long
the planning application for the
proposed anaerobic  digestion

lant at Highfield Lane, Winwick
as been allowed to drag on.

“It was validated in July 2025.
More than a year later, residents
are still waiting for clarity.

“People  quite  reasonably
ask how many opportunities an
applicant  should Ee given to
amend, revise and respond before
a decision is actually made.

“Whatever the technical reasons,
the process now looks and feels
open-ended, and that is damaging
public confidence.

“I' have asked Warrington
Borough Council for a clear status
update, what is still outstanding,
whether any further extension
has been agreed, and when this
application is finally going to be
defermined.”

Severn Trent Green Power is
seeking planning permission to
construct and operate an anaerobic
digestion plant that would process
thousands of tonnes of food and
organic waste each year to produce

proposals for an anaerobic
arrington.

biogas and fertiliser. While the
company claims the plant will
support renewable energy targets
and reduce landfill, the  specific
location and scale of the project
have raised major concerns.

The plant would be located
close to the village of Winwick,
near homes, schools, and on green
belt land of nationally historic
importance raising questions about
the suitability of the site for such an
industrial development.

Cllr Mann has raised  his
concerns with town planners
and Chief Executive Sarah Smith
stating: “l also now need fo raise
a more fundamental concern about
the length of this process and ask
why the Llocal Planning Authority
continves to hold the application
open for further negotiation rather
than determining the application
that is before it.

“The application was validated
on 21 Jur))/ 2025, meaning it has
now been live for well over a year.
It is also more than 18 months
since | was first contacted about the
proposal by Severn Trent.

“When we corresponded in
February, you confirmed that the
Planning Performance Agreement
had been signed on 1 July 2025
and that an extension of time had

Eiis_ability
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been agreed until 26 March 2026.
You also advised on 12 February
that officers anticipated being
able to conclude their assessment
and formulate a recommendation
following the reconsultation and
narrowing of the outstanding
issues.

“That date has now passed by
almost five months.

“Since then, the Environment
Agency issued its response of 29
April 2026. That response did not
simply request minor clarification.
The I:anironmen'r Agency formally
objected to the application, stated
that the risks to groundwater were
unacceptable and recommended
that planning permission should
be refused. "It went further by
expressing an objection to the
principle of underground storage
of pollutantbearing materials at
this particular location.

“I'note this document is NOT on
the ?lonning portal.

“The  applicant  subsequently
responded through Ayesa in May,
(which is on the por'ra?; challenging
aspects of the  Environment
Agency's interpretation and seeking
further dialogue. However, from the
documents currently available on
the public planning record, | cannot
see that the Environment Agency’s
objection has subsequently been
withdrawn or that the additional
groundwater and hydrogeolo ical
assessments it requested have been
published.

“I' am therefore increasingly
concerned about how long the
process of allowing the applicant
fo seek to overcome objections can
reasonably continue.”

He went on to say: “If a further
Extension of Time or revised PPA
timetable has been agreed after
26 March 2026, please could
you provide the date agreed,
the revised determination  date
and confirm where this has been
recorded on the public Planning
Register.

If no further Extension of Time is
currently in place, please could you
explain the procedural position and
on what basis further amendments,
information or negotiations are
continuing fo be entertained.

“Secondly, given WBC's own
published guidance, | would like to
understand why officers consider it
appropriate to continue negotiating
this application  rather  than

determine it as submitted.

“There have now been substantial
revised  technical  submissions,
a full reconsultation and further
correspondence  following  a
statutory consultee objection.

“At what point does the Council
consider that the scale and
duration of amendments cease to
represent reasonable clarification
of an application and instead
amount to significant changes
which  should ~properly require
either determination of 1Ke existing
application or submission of a new
application?

In  particular, the February
exercise involved re-notification
and consultation on  substantive
technical issues. | would therefore
be grateful if you could explain how
officers reconciled that approach

with  the Council's  published
guidance  that ~ amendments
significant enough to  require

re-nofification ~ on  substantive
issues will usually require a new
application.

‘Thirdly, | would appreciate a
direct explanation as to why the
Environment Agency’s outstanding
objection has not resulted in the
application being recommended
for refusal.

“| fully understand that officers
should = work  positively  and
proactively with applicants and that
a statutory consultee objection can
sometimes be overcome. However,
that cannot surely amount to an
indefinite  opportunity to amend
an application until ‘every reason
for refusal has potentially been
designed out.

“The Environment Agency’s April

response  appears  particularly
significant because it went beyond
requesting  further  information

and expressed a concern about
the suitability, in principle, of
underground pollutantbearing
infrastructure at this location.

“If officers believe there remains
a clear and realistic route by which
that objection can be overcome,
please could you explain what that
route now is, what information or
changes are required, and what
deod?ine has been given to the
applicant o provide them.

‘If there is not currently a clear
route to resolving that objection,
| would like to “understand why
the application is not now being
defermined on the evidence before
the Council2”
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Award-winning Elvis tribute
act  Kirk reole heads
to Culcheth for a special
fundraising night in support
of local charity Creating
Adventures.

On Friday 25th September 2026
at 7.30pm, the Toe Tappers will
once again bring their fantastic
fundraising support to Culcheth
Village Club, hosting a special Elvis
Tribute Night.

The headline act for the evenin
will be Kirk Kreole, the UK’s Officia
Number 1 Elvis Tribute Act. Guests
can look forward to an enterfainin
evening celebrating the music an
mo\cf;ic of Elvis Presley, alongside
performances from Beautiful Noise,
plus a DJ to keep the party going.

Tickets are just £15 per person,
with pie and peas available for only
£2, making this a greatvalue night
out for friends, families and Elvis
fans alike.

And, most importantly, all funds
raised from the event will be donated
to Creating Adventures, helping the
charity continue its work supportin
adults with learning disabilities an
autism across Warrington and the
surrounding area.Booking Western
European Vacations

The event is being organised
by the Toe Tappers, who are once
again showin% their  incredible
commitment to Creating Adventures
and the people it supports. Culcheth
Village Club is also continuing its
fantastic support by welcoming the
fundraising event to the club.

Creating  Adventures  currently
supports more than 100 adults
each week through a wide range
of activities including music, dance,
drama, art, cookery, wellbeing and
life-skills programmes. The charity is
also worﬁing towards its ambitious

oal of creating a permanent home
or Creating Adventures — a place
where members can learn, create,
connect and thrive.

This  special evening is a
wonderful opportunity for the local

Another 250

A FURTHER 250 homes could be
built ot Winwick if Warrington
planners give the go-ahead - in
addition to the 154-dwelling St
Oswald’s Place development which
won planning consent some two
years ago.

Developers  Bellway  Homes
are seeking an opinion from

planning chiefs on  whether a
environmental impact assessment
would be required in advance
of a planning application for the
new development, which would be
immediately to the north of the St

. e
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Elvis comes to Culcheth for a night
of music, fun and fundraising

community fo come together, enjoy
a great night out and make a real
dif?erence at the same time.

For tickets, please contact Babs

FRIDAY 25" SEPTEMBER 20261

CULCHETH VILLAGE CLUB

For tickets please
contact Babs
on 07756 447414

ORGANISED BY

McDermott on 07756 447414.

For further information about
Creating Adventures and its work,
visit www.creatingadventures.org.uk

hi

A

homes to be built at Winwick?

Oswald’s Place site.

This development would
comprise up to 250 dwellings,
designed to a low-to-medium
density to reflect the local character
of the nearby settlement.

The  applicants  say  the
scale, design and layout of the
development would be carefully
considered to complement the
existing character of the local area.
Any future layout would ensure
permeability and infegration with
the surrounding area. A'Public Right
of Way to the north of the site would

be retained. The proposals provide
pedestrian connectivity with the
Phase 1 development. Pedestrian
and cycle paths are introduced
across the scheme, ensurin
“walkability” and integration wit
the surrounding area. The northern
boundary will comprise a green
buffer to adjacent countryside.

The impacts from the scale
and design of the proposed
development are therefore not
considered to produce significant
adverse environmental effects.

When planning consent was
sought for the eqr?ier development
there was some local opposition
because of its proximity to the site
of the famous Battle of Winwick —
the last major battle of the English
Civil War.

But the applicants say there will
be no significant impact on the
battlefield site.

A full  planning application
for the additional 250 homes is
expected fo follow.
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CARrPET CLEANING

A1 STAINBUSTERS. A Warrington comr)ony
cleaning carpets, hard floors, Upholster
(Leather + fabric) and curtains in situ. FREE
quotes for domestic and commercial. Approved
carpet cleaners for Hancock and  Woods
for over 10 years. Call John on 07765
314080

12/25)

SIMPLY THE BEST CARPET CLEAN YOU
will ever have. Cleaners UK Ltd. Est over
35yrs. Have your carpets & sofas beautifull

deep c|eanedy|eoving them fresh smelling g
colour restored. Latest & best methods. Dry/
steam. Leather cleaning, oriental rug specialist.
Professional, reliable & affordable. For more
info call Neil Riley on 01925 264989/
07831 336060 www.cleaners-uk.net
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CLEANING SERVICES

arleys angels

® Spring Clean Specialisis

* Presenting your home for sale
® Moving house

* After building work cleans

&7 01925 266834
.. ¥ because you're worth it!

SIMPLY THE BEST CARPET CLEAN YOU
will ever have. Cleaners UK Ltd. Est over
35yrs. Have your carpets & sofas beautifull

deep c|eaned>,|eaving them fresh smelling z
colour restored. Latest & best methods. Dry/
steam. Leather cleaning, oriental rug specialist.
Professional, reliable & affordable. For more
info call Neil Riley on 01925 264989/
07831 336060 www.cleaners-uk.net
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PAYroLL

WHY TRY TO BE A PAYE EXPERT?
Watkinson Black can provide a cost effective
payroll service, releasing you to concentrate on
your business. For further details please
phone: 01925 413210 or e-mail:
info@warringtonaccountants.co.uk

PAINTING & DECORATING

PRIME we—
m—— COATS

Painting and Decorating Service

Interior. Exterior. Residential
Commercial. Industrial

Contact us for a free quote
Covering Warrington and
surrounding areas

€) & Mob: 07366 163818
Email: liam.primecoats@gmail.com

TYres

EVERGREEN centre of Excellence

f_xpress

Mobile Tyres
Local Family Business. Est 1897
01925 810000
www.expresstyres.co.uk
Order Online Today!

Branded & Budget Tyres
Cars, Vans, 4x4's, Caravans
Light Commercials
& Performance Vehicles

The tyre service that
comes to you at home
or your place of work

No Call Out Charge!
Zmpcestone T
Gntinental*
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OPEN MIC NIGHT

All performers weicomel
Sing, play, tell a story
or just enjoy the talent.

A friendly night for musicians,

poets, comedians and more.

Sign up from 7pm,
performances from 7.30pm.
Everyone welcome!

=5 THURSDAY
“=10TH SEPTEMBER

LAUNCH
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Join us as we unveil our
brand new Christmas menu!

Delicious festive dishes,
perfect for sharing with
family, friends or colleagues.

Bookmgs recommended

FRIDAY
18TH SEPTEMBER
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The Harper Brothers retum with
their fantastic comedy and music
set for a night of laughter,
great tunes and unforgettable
entertainment!

!

GREAT FOOD
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REAL ALE » LIVE MUSIC

) / 341 Warrington Road, Glazebury WA3 5LA Tel: 01925 390466
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Enjoy a fantastic Ijve acoustic -
set from the brilliant
Chris Schofield.
Great music, great vibes
and the perfect start || G
to your weekend! o
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https://theraveninn.org/

