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A’ Aovka - 1st Sunday of Luke

Ano\vuikiov Avaotaoyiov
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Tov Mapuopov

Ol Maptopég cov Kopte, év tf] aOAncel avtdv,
oTEQAVOVG €Kopicavto TG apbapoing, €k cod
0D OeoD NUAV" GYOVTEG Yap TNV 16XV GOV, TOVE
Tupdvvoug kabeihov, EBpavcav Kol datpndvav, Td
avioyvpo Opdon. Avtdv taig ikeosiog, Xplote O
®edg, OGOV TAG YUYAG TUV.

[Mpootacia tdv XplroTlov@dv AKOTOICYLVTE,
peotteia, mwpog tov Ilomtnv dpetdbete, un
TopidnNg, OHOPTOADY JeNCE®V QOVAG, GAAL
npoépbacov, g dyadn, gic v Pondeiov MuUdV,
TOV ToT®G Kpavyaloviov oot Tdayvvov eig
npecPeiav, xai omedoov eig ikeoiav, 1
mpoototehovca del, OgotoKe, TAOV TIUOVTIOV
oE€.

Resurrectional Apolytikion
You descended from on high, O compassionate

One, and consented to a three-day burial, to free us
from the passions. O Lord, our life and
resurrection, glory to You!

For the Martyrs

Your Martyrs, O Lord, were worthily awarded
by You the crowns of incorruption, in that they
contested for You our immortal God. Since
they possessed Your power, they defeated the
tyrants, dashing the demons’ powerless
displays of defiance. O Christ God, at their

fervent entrealies, save our souls.

Kontakion

O Protection of Christians that never falls,
intercession with the Creator that never fails, we
sinners beg you, do not ignore the voices of our
prayers. O good Lady, we mmplore you, quickly
come unto our aid, when we cry out to you with
faith. Hurry to intercession, and hasten to
supplication, O Theotokos who protect now and
ever those who honor you.



mailto:info@stnicholasflushing.org
http://www.stnicholasflushing.org

ATTOYXTOAIKO ANAT'NQYMA (B’ Kop. 6:16 — 7:1)
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Adelpoi, Vugic dote vadg Oeod (dvrtog, xabwc simev O Oedg 11

EVOIKNO® €V 0TOIG Kol EUTEPUTOTHOM, Kol Ecopal avT®V Ogdc, Kal avtol
goovtai potr Aadg. 010 é&éA0ate €k péoov avT®V Kol agopicOnte, Aéyet
Kvplog, kai axabdptov un dntecbe, kayom eicdéEopor vudc, kol Eoopat
VUiV gig motépa, Kol VUElG €oecBé potl €ig viovg kal Ouyatépag, ALyel
Koplog movtokpatmp. Todtog ovv Eyoviec tac &mayyehag, Gyamnroi,
kaBoapicopev €avtovg Amd TOvTOG HOAVCHOD GapkOC Kol TveOUOTOC,

EMTEAODVTES AYI®OOLVTV €V POPw® OeoD.

EPISTLE READING (2 Cor. 6:16 — 7:1

Brethren, you are the temple of the living God; as God said, “I will
live in them and move among them, and I will be their God, and they
shall be my people. Therefore come out from them, and be separate
from them, says the Lord, and touch nothing unclean; then 1 will
welcome you, and I will be a father to you, and you shall be my sons
and daughters, says the Lord Almighty.” Since we have these
promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from every defilement of

body and spirit, and make holiness perfect in the fear of God.
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EYAITEAIKO ANAINQYXMA (AOYK. 5:1 — 11)
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am’ éuod, 6Tl avip auaptoAde i, Kople: Oaufog yop mepiéoyev antov Kol TovTag To0¢ oLV avTd
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Loyp@dv. Kol kotoyoydvieg To Aol £l TV YV, Apévieg dravto KoAovLONGaY aVTd.

GOSPEL READING (LK. 5:1 — 11)

At that time, while Jesus was standing by the lake of Gennesaret, he saw two boats by the
lake; but the fishermen had gone out of them and were washing their nets. Getting into one of
the boats, which was Simon’s, he asked him to put out a little from the land. And he sat down
and taught the people from the boat. And when he had ceased speaking, he said to Simon, “Put
out into the deep and let down your nets for a catch.” And Simon answered, “Master, we toiled
all night and took nothing! But at your word I will let down the nets.” And when they had done
this, they enclosed a great shoal of fish; and as their nets were breaking, they beckoned to their
partners in the other boat to come and help them. And they came and filled both the boats, so
that they began to sink. But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying,
“Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord.” For he was astonished, and all who were with
him, at the catch of fish which they had taken; and so also were James and John, sons of
Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid;
henceforth you will be catching men.” And when they had brought their boats to land, they left

everything and followed him.
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SUN
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WED
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SUN

Oct 20

FEORTOLOGION
OCTOBER 2026

SS. Cyprian and Justina
Ay. Kunpiavé kat lovortivag
8:00 a.m. Orthros/ 9:00 a.m. Liturgy

2nd Sunday of Luke

B' Kvgiakn Aovka

7:30 a.m. Orthros/ 8:45 am. Liturgy
Second Liturgy 10:45 a.m.

Paraklesis to the Theotokos
MagakxAnon tng Oeotorkov
7:00 p.m.

Discovering Orthodoxy Class

Sunday of the 7th Ecumenical Synod
Kvgiaxn g Z’ Otkovpevikrg
Luvodov

7:30 a.m. Orthros / 8:45 a.m. Liturgy

Paraklesis to the Theotokos
MagaxAnon tng Ozotorxov
7:00 p.m.

Discovering Orthodoxy Class

St. Luke the Apostle

Ay. EvayysAiot) Aovkd

7:30 a.m. Orthros / 8:45 a.m. Liturgy
Second Liturgy 10:45 a.m.

St. Gerasimos of Kephalonia
Avy.Tepacipov
8:00 a.m. Orthros/ 9:00 a.m. Liturgy

Oct 21
WED

Oct 23
FRI

Oct 25
SUN

Oct 26
MON

Oct 28
WED

Oct 31
SAT

Paraklesis to the Theotokos
INagdkAnon tng Oeotérov
7:00 p.m.

Discovering Orthodoxy Class

St. Iakovos the Apostle
Ay. AnogtéAov Iakwpov
8:00 a.m. Orthros / 9:00 a.m. Liturgy

6th Sunday of Luke

LT Aovki

7:30 a.m. Orthros / 8:45 a.m. Liturgy
Second Liturgy 10:45 a.m.

Athletic Sunday

St. Demetrios the Myrrh-streamer

Ay. Anpnrteiov MvoBArntng
8:00 a.m. Orthros / 9:00 a.m. Liturgy

Holy Protection of the Theotokos
Avyiag Zxénng tne @cotérov
8:00 a.m. Orthros / 9:00 a.m. Liturgy

Great Vespers of the Holy Anargyroi
M. Eomeguivig Ay. Avagyvowv
7:00 p.m.




A Stewardship Appeal at the Beginning of the
Ecclesiastical Year

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

As we begin a new Ecclesiastical Year, the Church invites us to pause and give
thanks to God for His abundant blessings. The beginning of the Indiction is not
simply the turning of a page on the Church calendar; it is an opportunity to renew
our commitment to Christ and to the life of His Church.

Everything we have is ultimately a gift from God—our families, our abilities, our
time, our resources, and the opportunities placed before us. Stewardship is our
response of gratitude. It is an expression of our faith and a tangible way in which
we participate in the mission of our parish.

Our parish is more than a building. It is our spiritual home. Here we gather to
worship, receive the Holy Mysteries, teach our children, celebrate life's milestones,
comfort one another, and pass the faith from one generation to the next. The work
of our Church depends upon the prayers, participation, time, talents, and financial
support of each member of our community.

As we begin this new Ecclesiastical Year, we ask each of you to prayerfully
consider making a stewardship pledge for the coming year. Rather than simply
asking, “What can I afford to give?” let us prayerfully ask, “How can I offer back
to God a portion of what He has entrusted to me?”

For some, that pledge may be increased financial support. For others, it may mean
giving more of their time, talents, or service. Every offering, when given with faith
and love, contributes to the life and strength of our parish.

Our goal is not simply to meet a budget. Our goal is to build a stronger Church,
strengthen our families, serve those in need, educate our children, and ensure that
the Orthodox faith we have received is faithfully handed on to those who come
after us.

Let us begin this new year with gratitude. Let us renew our commitment. Let us
make our stewardship pledge.

With prayers and gratitude,

The Stewardship Committee




Save ¢ Date

ST. NICHOLAS GREEK ORTHODOX
/ SHRINE CHURCH
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I/ Saturday, January 30, 2027
./""‘ ‘

N
LEONARDS PALAZZO OF GREAT NECK, NY
FELLOWSHIP: SIX O’CLOCK IN THE EVENING
DINNER: SEVEN O'CLOCK IN THE EVENING

¢

Music by: International Sounds

Black Tie Optional
¢

For more information please contact:

. Eleni Stathopoulos: 917-273-8084 or Church office: 718-357-4200
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~ Renovating TSN
"V "FOR OUR FUTURE " \

BRONZE DEDICATION LEAF $2,000
' SILVER DEDICATION LEAF $5,000
' GOLD DEDICATION LEAF $10,000
BENEFACTOR DOVE $25,000

GREAT BENEFACTOR STONE  $50,000

Please consider supporting our Renovation For OQur Future project to continue passing
the torch of Orthodox faith and Hellenism to our future generations.

BRONZE LEAF $2,000 SILVER LEAF $5,000 GOLD LEAF $10,000
DOVE $25,000 STONE $50,000
LAST NAME: FIRST NAME:
PHONE NUMBER: EMAIL: ‘
PLEASE PRINT INSCRIPTION CLEARLY. 3 LINES (33 CHARACTERS MAX)

"SO LET EACH ONE GIVE AS HE PURPOSES IN HIS HEART; NOT GRUDGINGLY OR OQUT OF
NECESSITY; FOR GOD LOVES A CHEERFUL GIVER"

T — N
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St. Nicholas_Greek Orthodox
Shrine Church

MAOHMATA BYZANTINHX MOYZIKHX -

Mvwplote TNV téxvn TG YaAtikrig kat Tnv mapasdoon tng EkkAnotag

e TUAMOTA yLa apXAPLOUG KAl TTIPOXWPNHEVOUG
Ekpd®non Bulavtivrg onpeloypagiag

» Otwpla KaL TTPaAKTLKA §Aoknon

» EkkAnoLaotikol UpvoL Kat PaATLkr Téxvn R, TOU
 Mpostolpacia yla xopwdia kat avaAoyLo

Discover the art of Byzantine chant and the tradition of the Church™

Classes for beginners and advanced students
Learning Byzantine notation

Theory and practical training — e tmRa
Church hymns and the art of chanting

Preparation for the church choir

Classes begin: Thursday, October 1, 7:00 p.m.
‘Evap&n pabnpatwv: Népmntn, 1 Oktwppiouv, 19:00

www.stnicholasflushing.org
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ST. NICHOLAS
LADIES PHILOPTOCHOS
INVITES YOU TO

The, Phillyptschos Sscial

S Sscialige, Support & Have Funl!

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 8TH
7:00 P.M.

SARANTAKOS HALL

COME MINGLE, COME ENJOY, COME DISCOVER

- MEET NEW FRIENDS
- ENJOY COCKTAILS AND APPETIZERS
- DISCOVER WHAT WE DO

A BEAUTIFUL EVENING TOGETHER AND AN
OPPORTUNITY TO SEE WHAT PHILOPTOCHOS
IS ALL ABOUT

BRING A FRIEND




ST. NICHOLAS GREEK ORTHODOX SHRINE CHURCH

ST. LUKE'S SCHOOL
OF BYZANTINE
ICONOGRAPHY

*BI-WEEKLY ICONOGRAPHY
CLASSES

*EVERY OTHER TUESDAY FROM
OCTOBER TO MARCH

*ALL SKILL LEVELS WELCOME

*FIRST CLASS OCTOBER 6, 2026

SCANTHE QR [y
CODE TO SIGN
UP FOR
CLASSES!




b KIDS BULLETIN PAGE

Saints Cyprian and Justina were two early Christians who lived a long time ago in the Roman
i Empire. (Feast celebrated on October 2nd)

Before he became a Christian, Cyprian was a famous philosopher and magician who tried to use
¥ dark spells. Justina was a young Christian woman who prayed to God and used the sign of the Cross
whenever danger was near.

,' When Cyprian tried to use his magic against Justina, her strong faith and prayers made his spells
: completely fail. Seeing how powerful and good God was, Cyprian realized his magic was wrong. He
gave up his old ways, burned his magic books, and became a Christian leader.

¢ Both Cyprian and Justina spent the rest of their lives helping others and standing up for their faith,
i even when it was dangerous. Today, they are remembered as heroes of faith who showed that love
and prayer are stronger than any fear or bad influence.
Saints Cyprian & Justina Activity Sheet

9, Test your memory about the story of St. Cyprian and St. Justina!

-What did Justina do whenever she faced danger or bad influence?
a) She ran away and hid

b) She prayed to God and made the sign of the Cross

¢) She used magic back

-What did Cyprian do with his magic books after he learned about God?
t A) Sold them to a bookstore
B) Gave them to a friend

C) Burned them and gave up magic
¢ True or False: Cyprian's dark spells worked against Justina. ( True / False )

9. Part 2: Fill in the Blanks
. Use these words to complete the sentences: Cross, Prayers, Faith, Leader

Justina protected herself using strong and the sign of the Cross.

. After giving up magic, Cyprian became a Christian

Cyprian realized that God's power was much greater than any spell because of Justina's strong

When facing fear, Christians remember the sign of the

b )
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MEMORIALS MNHMOXYNA
Ekaterine Doumazios Awatepivng Ntovpaliov
George George I'ewpyiov I'ewpyiov
Chrysostomos D. Haltzis Xpvoootopov A. Xatln
Peter Lavvas TMoavayudtov AdPpa
loannis Papoutsakis Iwdvvov Tamovtodkn
Mary Sarantis Mapiag Zapavtn
Isaia Scer Hoaiov Zkép
Maria-Anna Yianelis Mapiag ‘Avvog Tavélin

— —eme —

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE

Phylissa Dionysiou & Christopher Biancaniello
Saturday, September 26, 2026 at 2:00 P.M.

Evgenia Mantekas & Nicholas Mastrogiannis
‘ Sunday, September 27, 2026 at 2:00 P.M.

St. Nicholas Greek
Orthodox Church
196-10 Northern Blvd, Flushing, NY

Friday, October 2, 2026
3:30PM - 8:00PM
Basement Auditorium

For an appointment,

scan QR Code:
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Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox Shrine Church
196-10 Northern Blod Flushing, NY 11358




Sunday, September 27, 2026 | First Sunday of Luke

DIAKONIA

A National Ministry of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America

REFLECTIONS FROM TODAY'S READING I Il Corinthians 6:16-18; 7:1

“Let us
separate
ourselves...”

he power of the Gospel lies in the fact that Jesus
Twelcomes everyone to a new way of life, but

then requires everyone to change. No one can
squeeze the eternal message of Christ into their own
narrow way of thinking. For example, some people are
attracted to the ethical standards and the moral purity
that the Gospel requires, but they might imagine that
they are the “good” people who can scorn and revile the
“bad” sinners. These “good” people have forgotten that
Jesus also says in Matthew 9:13, “I desire mercy and not
sacrifice.” On the other extreme are the people who reject
entirely the ethical and ritual norms of the Church which
they label as “the rules of men.” Wherever the Church
has a boundary between believers and unbelievers to
protect Church discipline, these people imagine that such
boundaries should be erased. Jesus, after all, told us to

Fr. George Parsenios (HCHC '96)

love our neighbors. This more permissive group needs
to hear today’s epistle reading, where St. Paul lists a
series of Old Testament passages that call the people of
Israel to shun the sinful lives of their pagan neighbors:
“Therefore...be separate from them, says the Lord.”
St. Paul ends the passage by saying, “Let us cleanse
ourselves from every defilement of body and spirit.” The
moral rules of the Church, therefore, are not made by
men but by God. A worldly way of thinking might focus
only on purity or only on mercy, but Christians are called
to a higher way of thinking. Our separation from worldly
sin is multifaceted. In the most obvious sense, we are to
shun all acts of impurity and unholiness. But, at a higher
level of thinking, we are also to shun the worldly self-
righteousness that comes from living a holy life. Everyone
is welcome in the Church, but everyone has to change.

Fr. George Parsenios is Professor of New Testament at Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology. www.hchc.edu

Diakonia is made possible by a

700

generous grant from Leadership 100

Scan for today’s service text

bit.ly/parishtexts




DIAKONIA

FROM THE ORIGINAL GREEK: Apophatikos (Amog@atikog)

What does “Apophatic” mean?

Fr. George Parsenios (HCHC '96)

The mystical theology of the
Orthodox Church is often
described as “apophatic.” By
analyzing of this word, we
can better comprehend the

. theological orientation that it
describes. The English word
“apophatic” comes from two Greek words:
apo, which means “away from,” and phasis,
which means “utterance” or “statement.” If a phasis is
a positive statement, then an apophasis is the negation

L)
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he is, but what he is not. This is in direct opposition
to heretics like Eunomius in the 4™ century AD, who
insisted that human beings can both comprehend and
define the nature of God. The negative way of apophatic
theology describes God, therefore, by saying that God
does not die, God does not sin, God is not contained by
time or space. We can, of course, say positive things
about what God has revealed to us, as we do in the
Nicene Creed. But, as we draw closer to God by living
holy lives, we enter into a mystical connection that
transcends all human knowledge and is impossible to

of a statement, a denial. When we follow the path of
“apophatic theology,” we define God not by saying what

describe in words. It is an apophatic experience.

THIS WEEK’'S LOOK AT CHURCH HISTORY

St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church

Ben Malian, MTS-Holy Cross 2026

When the South Tower of the World Trade Center collapsed at 9:59
a.m. on the morning of September 11%, 2001, St. Nicholas Greek
Orthodox Church was inundated by falling debris. Although empty of
people at the time, many of its precious relics and historical artifacts
were forever lost in the smoldering rubble.

An exceptionally small church—originally a tavern constructed in

the 1830’s—St. Nicholas had been home to Lower Manhattan’s Greek
Orthodox Christians since 1922. Yet as the surrounding skyline soared,
St. Nicholas hardly changed. Its humble, whitewashed facade was

a curious sight for commuters and tourists alike, a charmingly odd
anachronism at the heart of America’s busiest city.

As the only house of worship destroyed on 9/11, support immediately
flowed in from around the world in a coordinated effort to rebuild
St. Nicholas as a memorial shrine at Ground Zero. At last, on July 4%,
2022, St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church and National Shrine was
consecrated, later officially opening to the public on December 6 for
the feast of St. Nicholas the Wonderworker.

St. Nicholas Church beneath the Twin Towers,
1976. Library of Congress.

Diakonia is made possible by a generous grant from Leadership 100 | L100.org



DIAKONIA

DIVINE LITURGY:

Commemorating the Saints

Fr. Steven Tsichlis

Throughout the Liturgy we are asked to
“commemorate...all the saints” beginning with “the
Theotokos and ever-virgin Mary” and her “yes” to
God’s plan for her life (Luke 1:38); and then, like

all of them, to commit “our whole life to Christ our
God.” The saints are those men and women who,
throughout the centuries and in every culture, have
loved God and borne witness to the Good News of
Jesus Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit, and
remained faithful to Him to the end, often at the cost
of their own lives. They are people who have been
transformed by their faith and truly are the '"real
deal" as Christians. They are men and women from
every generation who have been canonized, i.e. set
up as models of what it means to truly follow Christ
and be faithful to Him, seeking and striving for His
kingdom as their first priority in life (Matthew 6:33).

When we speak of Saints Peter and Paul and the
apostles, Saints Katherine, Irene and Barbara the
martyrs, Saints Basil, John Chrysostom and Nektarios
the bishops, we are speaking of people who chose to
live their lives in complete dedication to God, never
betraying their innermost beliefs and striving to live
with integrity and honesty, no matter what the cost.
To know the saints is to deepen our relationship with
their Master and ours—the Lord Jesus.

The Virgin Mary is the Mother of the Messiah, our
Savior and King, the Mother of the Lord Jesus,

the Theotokos or Mother of God. The theological
significance of this title for Mary lies in the fact that
in the womb of this teen-aged Jewish girl the Word
of God, who was with God and was God from all
eternity, and through whom all things were created,
became flesh and dwelt among us (John 1:1-3, 14).

/7

Theotokos as a title for the Virgin

Mary is found in ancient Christian writings and is
used for the first time in surviving documents by an
early Christian scholar named Origen (185-254 AD).
Theotokos was officially proclaimed as a title to be
used by Christians to describe the Virgin Mary at the
Third Ecumenical Council held in the ancient city of
Ephesus in 431 AD.

@ YOUR FAITH IN ACTION

Today, following the example of the Theotokos and all the saints, say your
personal YES to Jesus Christ and entrust your whole life to Him.

Diakonia is made possible by a generous grant from Leadership 100 | L100.org
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WORD SEARCH

Jesus Calls His Disciples Just For Kids!
(...and the young at heart)

In today’s Gospel, we learned about Christ calling His disciples, who

at this point in their life were fishermen! Jesus wasn't asking them just
to walk behind Him. He was inviting them to be His special friends and helpers. He wanted to teach them how to love
God, help people, and share God's message with the world. The fishermen trusted Jesus. They left their nets and went
with Him. They learned from Jesus every day and became His disciples, which means followers and students of Jesus.
Just like Jesus called the disciples, He calls us too!

FIND THESE WORDS: VWV W G K G D W Z vV S C Q N
FISHERMEN B P KDO U JTFI1 SHEU RMEN
DISCIPLES
GOSPEL ] NT J S FWWUPYULODG G
BOATS A G G E P J Z L A L UI X P Q
JESUS A LT STETETSNU BTUOATSTUD X
SIMON M QG ULIBMUJPTF FEFWUJIMI S
JAMES WRHSMMOJAMTE S A S A
NETS DFPOEUHTIHNSNSTS ST CD
JOHN
E CWI KN NNUZATCTETU PIXTETIM
FISH
Q CVBJLGTAZWMYUP Z
A ARKYOVNS SLGSXLK
D YH SPWTET STI MONTIBRE A
L S UPNTVYT BAVUBIK S S
Z OLR ST F I SHOQSIKGA QY
W NNUOU BUPIKSVJ J F OOQH
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