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  DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS JUNE 16 

 

GRASA received the Rashtriya Ratna Samman 2026 in the category of Emerging Health Tech & 
Nutrition Innovation Startup of the Year.  
o GRASA is described as India’s first food-led metabolic recovery system based on millets, 
fermentation, and gut health. 
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The National Mango Festival 2026 was inaugurated in Rayapettai, Chennai, by the Agriculture and 
Farmers Welfare Minister to promote mango cultivation and its varieties. 
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ICAR has launched Oilseeds Kisaan Mitra, India’s first WhatsApp-based AI advisory service to 
support oilseed farmers with real-time agricultural guidance. 

                                                  

            ,                                      

                               '                

     '                          . 

 
The Indian Institute of Technology Madras has released ANCHOR (Atlas of Neurochemical 
Characterization of the Human Brainstem with 3D Reconstruction), the world's most detailed 3D 
atlas of the human brainstem.  
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 It provides an extremely detailed three-dimensional map of the human brainstem, a region that 
controls essential functions such as breathing, heart rate and sleep 

                  (brainstem)                        (3D) 
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Human Brainstem with 3D Reconstruction)-             (IIT Madras) 
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The IndiaAI Mission supported the launch of Varya, an indigenous video Artificial Intelligence (AI) 
model developed by Avataar.  
 Varya is a distilled video model designed to make advanced video Artificial Intelligence affordable, 
accessible and relevant for India. 
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Global Alliance for Human Rights  

❖ The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) has launched the 
Global Alliance for Human Rights (GAHR) as a long-term initiative leading to the 80th anniversary of 
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) in 2028.  

❖ The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) is a landmark United Nations declaration 
adopted in 1948 that sets out the fundamental rights and freedoms of all people. 

 ❖ The alliance aims to place human rights at the centre of decision-making and promote 
accountable governments, inclusive societies and fair economies  

❖ Its core principles are purpose-driven, inclusive, action-oriented, ecosystembuilding and 
narrative-shifting approaches.  

❖ The initiative is guided by three principles: Imagine (envision a better future), Dialogue (promote 
inclusive discussions) and Act (translate commitments into action). 
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Road Accidents in India 2024 Report  

❖ The Ministry of Road Transport and Highways (MoRTH) released the Road Accidents in India 2024 
report, highlighting the public health and socio-economic impact of road accidents in the country.  

❖ Over-speeding accounted for 70.3% of road deaths, while hit-and-run cases caused 19.2% of 
fatalities.  

❖ Non-use of helmets and seat belts resulted in more than 54,000 and 14,000 deaths, respectively. 

❖ About 10.6% of accidents involved drivers without a valid driving licence or with only a learner's 
licence.  

❖ The government has introduced initiatives such as the Cashless Treatment Scheme, 2025, Bharat 
New Car Assessment Programme (BNCAP), eDAR (Integrated Road Accident Database) and the Rah-
Veer Scheme to improve road safety. 
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Global Economic Prospects Report 2026  

❖ The World Bank released the Global Economic Prospects (GEP) Report – June 2026, its flagship 
semi-annual report on global economic trends and forecasts.  

❖ The report projects global economic growth at 2.5% in 2026, the slowest pace since the COVID-19 
pandemic.  

 ❖ Growth in Emerging Market and Developing Economies (EMDEs) is projected to slow to 3.6% in 
2026.  

❖ The report projects India's economy to grow by 6.6% in 2026, making it one of the world's fastest-
growing major economies.  

❖ The report warns that further disruptions in energy markets and financial systems could reduce 
global growth to 1.3% in 2026. 
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International Albinism Awareness Day 2026 – June 13  

❖ The day aims to raise awareness about albinism and promote the rights, dignity, equality and 
inclusion of people with albinism.  

❖ It was proclaimed by the United Nations General Assembly on 18 December 2014, and is 
observed annually on 13 June.  

❖ Albinism is a rare, non-contagious genetic condition characterised by little or no melanin pigment 
in the skin, hair and eyes.  

❖ People with albinism often face visual impairment, a higher risk of skin cancer, discrimination, 
stigma and social exclusion.  

❖ The theme of the year 20206 is “Proudly in my skin – celebrating all skin tones.” 
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The Ministry of Defence has approved its first-ever 250 Megawatt (MW) Solar Power Project with 
Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) on vacant defence land at Sitapur, Uttar Pradesh. 
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The Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export Development Authority (APEDA) facilitated the 
first export of GI-tagged Tezpur Litchi from Assam to Dubai, United Arab Emirates (UAE).  
o Tezpur Litchi received Geographical Indication (GI) status in 2013. 
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The Union Home Minister inaugurated the Land Port Management System (LPMS) – Vinimay, a 
digital platform for managing operations at India's international land ports. o Vinimay aims to reduce 
paperwork, speed up border clearance, improve security, and facilitate cross-border trade. 
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First Pink Police Booth - Ponneri  

❖ Tamil Nadu's first Pink Police Booth was inaugurated at Ponneri under the Avadi Police 
Commissionerate.  

❖ It will cover an area comprising 15 village panchayats.  

❖ The Pink Police Booth was launched to make girls and women feel safer and to improve security 
in the locality.  

❖ The booth will also have a library with books on ethics and competitive examinations, including 
preparation materials for TNPSC.  

❖ The initiative aims to provide a women-friendly space where girl students can approach the police 
without fear associated with visiting a traditional police station. 
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First Women NDA Batch  

 ❖ Nine women cadets from the first women batch of the National Defence Academy (NDA) were 
commissioned as officers in the Indian Army during the Passing Out Parade at the Indian Military 
Academy (IMA), Dehradun, Uttarakhand.  

❖ The parade marked the completion of the 158th Regular Course and 141st Technical Graduate 
Course.  

❖ The Indian Military Academy (IMA) is located in Dehradun, Uttarakhand, and was established in 
1932 to train officers for the Indian Army.  

❖ Additionally, five women cadets from the first NDA women batch were commissioned into the 
Indian Air Force at the Air Force Academy, Dundigal, Hyderabad, Telangana. 
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ILO Convention on Gig Workers  

❖ The International Labour Organisation adopted Convention No. 193: Concerning Decent Work in 
the Platform Economy at its 114th Session in Geneva.  

❖ The convention is the first global treaty to establish binding labour standards for gig and platform 
workers.  

❖ It covers both online and location-based workers, including delivery and taxi workers, in the 
formal and informal sectors.  

❖ The treaty guarantees fair pay, correct worker classification, social security, freedom of 
association, non-discrimination and safe working conditions.  

❖ It requires algorithmic transparency, giving workers the right to seek human review of important 
automated decisions such as account deactivation or withheld payments.  

❖ The convention will come into force 12 months after at least two member states ratify it. 
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Global Peace Index 2026  

❖ The Global Peace Index (GPI) 2026 has been released, ranking countries based on their levels of 
peace and safety.  

❖ The Global Peace Index (GPI) is published annually by the Institute for Economics and Peace 
(IEP).  

❖ Iceland was ranked as the world's most peaceful country for the 19th consecutive year. 

 ❖ The top five peaceful countries are Iceland, New Zealand, Switzerland, Slovenia and Ireland.  

❖ India's rank fell to 127th place in 2026 from 115th place in 2025, with its peacefulness score 
declining by 2.9%.  

❖ Russia was ranked as the least peaceful country in the world. 
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