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As Singapore marks its 60th year of independence,
we honour the generations who have built this nation
through unity, ingenuity, and resilience. SG60 is not
just a celebration of how far we’ve come—it’s also a
call to action: to continue building a more inclusive,
innovative, and sustainable Singapore together.

It is in this spirit that we at the Singapore Land
Authority (SLA) embrace the challenge of turning
constraints into possibilities. While Singapore may be
bounded by limited land, our capacity for innovation
and transformation knows no bounds.

As our world becomes increasingly unpredictable and
challenges grow ever more complex, it is crucial—now
more than ever—that we pause to reconsider how we
think, work, act, and engage with our stakeholders.

The Brown Bag sessions were a series of lunchtime
conversations initiated to exemplify how curiosity
and collaboration can spark meaningful dialogue and
inspire new ideas.

In 2021, as the effects of the pandemic continued

to reverberate through the lives of individuals and
across organisations and governments, we found
ourselves asking, “How can we gain a real sense of
what is happening on the ground¢ How do we stay
attuned to emerging trends¢ How can we be inspired
to generate new ideas in optimising spaces, beyond
purely economic usese”

One way, we believed, was by bringing together
individuals from diverse backgrounds, industries, and
areas of expertise to share their stories, thought
processes, experiences, and lessons. And this was how
SLA’s Brown Bag sessions began.

In July 2021, we held our inaugural session with Mr
Wee Teng Wen from the Lo & Behold Group. Since
then, we have had the privilege of hosting over 20
speakers, primarily from the private sector, who
shared their stories of resilience, entrepreneurship,
and sustainability.

From sports to finance to logistics to fashion to
hospitality and entertainment, these conversations
have been a wellspring of learning for all of us at SLA.
And this book, Think Unlimited, extends that spirit
outward—to our fellow Singaporeans today, and for
generations to come.

At SLA, we are committed to shaping
and stewarding Singapore’s land

and geospatial resources not just

with technical excellence, but with
imagination and purpose. \We aim to
engage, co-create, and evolve alongside
the people we serve by tapping into the
collective talents of our community and
embracing a mindset of possibility—
realising a vision of space that is not
just physical, but filled with potential.

As we reflect on our shared journey and look toward
the future, we hope this compilation of stories will
serve as a beacon of hope and inspiration for us all to
always Think Unlimited.



This publication is a
collaborative effort between
SLA and our distinguished
speakers, all of whom generously
contributed their time and effort
on a pro bono basis.

All speakers featured in this
publication were from the
private sector when their
respective sessions took place
between 2021 and 2024.

The content reflects their
Brown Bag session, and each

story features them
photographed against a State
property that best resonates
with their professional domain or
personal narrative. The mState
properties managed by SLA in
this publication are highlighted
in colour and with a square.

We extend our warmest
gratitude to all the speakers
who have participated in

these conversations, embraced
this project, and shared

their wisdom.
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The Singapore Land Authority (SLA) is a statutory board under the
Ministry of Law. Formed on 1 June 2001, our mission is to ensure
effective use of land resources and data for the economic and social
development of Singapore.

Our vision Limited Land e Unlimited Space is a creative paradox that
aptly highlights our nation’s constraints and SLA’s commitment in
addressing them. The word ‘Space’ is multi-dimensional, encompassing
realms from the physical to the digital. ‘Unlimited’ represents the extent
of our commitment in our quest for solutions and innovations that will
contribute to the economic and social development of Singapore.

State Land and Properties

SLA manages about 11,000 hectares of State land and about 2,600
State properties, which are used for residential, commercial, social and
community purposes. Through the careful planning and execution of
interim uses for State properties under our management, SLA is able
to maximise the use of vacant State land and properties in creative
and innovative ways to support our nation’s evolving economic and
social needs.

Geospatial

SLA drives the use and development of geospatial information and
technology by fostering a national collaborative environment that
encourages innovation, knowledge sharing and value creation among
public agencies, private enterprises and the community.

Regulatory

SLA is the national land registration and land survey authority and is
responsible for maintaining accurate and reliable land ownership and
land boundary systems.
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The Singaporean \Who
Beat Michael Phelps:

J xert. Sl

on his jeurney
to winning Singapore’s
first Olympic Gold, an
ecosystem of support,

and his new chapter
ahead

Like Muhammad Ali, known as the greatest heavyweight boxer of
all time, who declared, “impossible is nothing”, Singapore’s very own
Joseph Schooling now stands among the pantheon of athletes who
have defied their limits.

At just 21 during the 2016 Summer Rio Olympics, he shattered an
Olympic record by outpacing his childhood idol, Michael Phelps, in
the 100m butterfly. Overnight, his name was etched into history as
Singapore’s first Olympic champion. Dubbed the “greatest moment in
Singapore sport” and the “Olympic Golden Boy”, Schooling proved,
with a mix of discipline, humility, and fierce ambition, that ‘impossible’
is simply a word waiting to be rewritten.

EARLY LOVE Joseph’s destiny with water began when he was
m:’#:wrr“ just 10 months old, when he dashed toward a

pool, sending his parents into a panic as they
chased after him.

“That was the shock of their lives. They thought, ‘If we're not here
one day, what happensg™

From that point on, water safety became non-negotiable. His father,
who nearly drowned twice as a child—rescued only by his own
father—was determined to spare his son the same peril. At four
years old, what began as survival skills revealed something more: the
first glimpses of a future champion.

Since then, his life was dedicated to swimming. After watching
Michael Phelps win six gold medals at the 2004 Olympic Games in
Athens, Joseph decided he wanted to become an elite swimmer.

Brown Bag Session: 27 Jun 2024

Young Joseph with his father,
Colin Schooling, who supported
and believed in his son’s sporting
ambitions from day one.
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T e .
Training sessions in Austin, Texas,
where Joseph pitted himself against
the best.

Joseph with his mum, dad, and
coach, Ser%io Lopez, at the SEA
Games 2013.
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At just 14, he made the decision to leave Singapore
CHAMPION

for the United States, trading family and familiarity
for the chance to train at the highest level. He
attended the Bolles School, a preparatory and boarding school that
has a renowned swimming programme. And his parents bought a house
nearby to live close to their only child.

“They would take turns going back and forth between Jacksonville and
Singapore every few months, while also running a business. They were
on the same continent for three days out of three months.”

Joseph’s regimen became the stuff of legends: 10 pool sessions weekly,
supplemented by two dry-land workouts and three weightlifting
sessions, totalling 25 hours of training with only Thanksgiving and New
Year’s as respite. Even Sunday, which is considered an “off day”, would
be spent doing skillwork.

This punishing schedule reflected the philosophy he inherited from his
coach, something he admits may not seem the most exciting for young
and budding athletes, but is, unfortunately, the reality of things.

“My coach in university always said, there are three things in life:
You’ve got the school aspect, the sports aspect, and the social aspect.
And you can only pick two out of the three if you want to do this at a
high level.”

At the University of Texas where he trained, the pool was a gladiator’s
arena—if their swim team had been a country, they’d have placed third
in the 2016 Olympic medal tally. But despite the competitiveness,
Joseph maintains that what happens in the pool stays in the pool.

“If you want to be the best, you have to compete amongst the best day
in and day out. You want to be great¢ You've got to be willing to go to
places that scare you. You're training among ‘monsters’ every single
day. And we go at each other. The things we’'d say to each other, the
mindset we had to adopt... other people would think we’re crazy. But
at the end of the day, | could grab a beer with them after. We chill. We
leave that all behind in the pool. That’s a sense of maturity.”

Like any champion, Joseph’s journey was not without its hiccups, as he
recalls how it nearly ended before it really began.

“Up until | was 12, | was crushing everyone, breaking records. | was
close to Michael Phelps’ age group times. Then all my friends hit
puberty and | didn’t. | got left behind and it was demoralising. | wanted
to quit.”

Competing on the international stage also served as a reality check,
as he became aware of the diverse competition—athletes from war-
torn countries and impoverished backgrounds for whom swimming
represented their only escape. This inspired him to train even harder.

“People see the gold medal. But they don’t see the times you question
yourself and everything. The times you're racing guys who grew up

in war zones, who are swimming just to eat. So if they’re training to
survive, how can | possibly do less? If they’re going to put in that
amount of effort, I'm going to put in as much, or more.”

And so he did. By the time he got to Rio, he had become a diligent
student of the game.

“I knew every swimmer’s tactics. So like Michael, he is almost always
dead last at the first wall, but he comes back. He always pulls some
sort of magic. So the preparation must be done before your race. And
when | step up, | don’t think about anything. | don’t think about the guy
in lane five, lane six, or whatever it is. | think about executing my race
plan.”



With the rigour, discipline, passion and pursuit of excellence inculcated
in him in his early years, it is also no wonder Joseph displays a maturity
far beyond his years. His perspective is of someone who has grown up
not just in the pool, but in the quiet, contemplative moments between
races.

“It’s a full-time job. And | think it's more of a mental game. In the
Olympic final or even the semifinals, top 16, everyone more or less has
the same talent level. But it’s also about who wakes up on the right
side of the bed that day, who'’s ready to go, and who’s having a good
meet. There is a small element of luck.”

REFLECTIONS ON

Joseph’s win may have catapulted him to national
HIS HISTORIC WIN

and international stardom overnight. But his first
response to his victory was surprisingly mellow. It
was not indifference, but the understanding of exactly what it cost to
get there.

“| didn’t feel as ecstatic or as happy as | thought

| would. The first feeling was relief. It was a relief
because there were a lot of sacrifices that were
made. Mum and Dad had to mortgage the house.
They had to take turns to look after me when | was
in the US. They switched every three months. So
there was a lot riding on the line. And in addition
to that, | always had this thought: If | don’t win or
something goes wrong, then my career is over.”

He didn’t sleep that night. Instead, he found himself wandering
the Olympic Village at dawn, headphones on. In those moments, a
realisation struck him.

“My life will never be the same again. Standing on that podium... | didn’t
know what to think. No Singaporean had ever been there before. All

| wanted was to find my parents and hug them. You know, you just go
back to the basics.”

And as far as Singaporeans watching and supporting the race were
concerned, Joseph thought no one cared. The homecoming stunned
him.

“Honestly, | thought no one in Singapore cared about swimming.
Mediacorp wasn’t even broadcasting my earlier heats. | was there
because | wanted to win. So when | came back to this huge reception,
it really hit home. It gave me a greater appreciation of all the sacrifices
my family and | went through.”

INGREDIENTS FOR
SUCCESS

Joseph admits that sports aren’t purely
meritocratic—there are predisposed attributes
that contribute to success. However, they are
only one part of the equation. He says what matters, ultimately, is your
mindset.

“If anyone can take anything from my career, it’s that your height, your
build—none of that really matters. It’s all about a mindset. Of course,
sports is an unfair world and part of it does come down to physique.
Genetics give me certain advantages as a swimmer—but can | run@
Absolutely not.”

He believes everyone has a unique gift, and says he was lucky to have
found that his was swimming early on. But talent aside, what counts in
the long run, is the consistency and discipline.

“Everyone can have that spark, righte But if you don’t have the

13-year-old Joseph with his childhood
hero, Michael Phelps.

Colin Schooling hugging his son,
Joseph, after he returned to Singapore
with the nation’s first Olympic gol
medal on August 15, 2016.

Joseph with a plate of his favourite
black chye tow kueh at the hawker
centre at Blk 50A Marine Terrace.
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The record-breaking moment at the
2016 Olympics when Joseph clinched
Singapore’s first-ever Olympic gold
medal in the 100m butterfly, defeating
his childhood hero, Michael Phelps.




discipline to finish, nothing will happen. | think the most important thing
is that you give your 110% effort to everything. It’s like New Year’s
resolutions; the gym parking lot is full on January 1st. Then you get

to the end of February, it’s like, 10% filled. If you want something bad
enough, you’re going to do everything it takes. It’s all or nothing.”

And for Joseph, his “why” was never just about shiny medals and
winning, but about showing people how there are other pathways to
success.

“Why abide by the traditional norms? Why follow the stereotypes of
success? My version of success is going to be different from yours. So
the definition of ‘success’ is up to the individual.”

He also acknowledges that his success was only made possible by “an
entire village”, and that the support network and ecosystem have to be
there.

“You only see one person standing on the podium. But in the

background, you’ve got my nutritionist, my family, my psychologist,
my coaches, doctors, you name it. We have about close to 17 or 18
people—all dedicated to helping athletes like me get to where | am

» Joseph packing for the 2014 Asian
today. Games.

MIND While physical gifts and relentless discipline
OVER MEDALS formed the foundation of Joseph’s success, he

discovered an equally critical component: mental
resilience. The same mindset that propelled him to Olympic gold—the
“all or nothing” focus—demanded careful balancing to avoid burnout.
His anchore Meditation—something he approached with scepticism
initially.

“l used to think that it was a complete Hollywood thing, you know,
nothing going through your mind, just pure air. I've come to realise that
meditation is actually accepting how you feel and accepting the good
and the negative. Whatever thoughts arise, be at peace and then move
on. It was a process which really helped my swimming career. And | feel
like right now I'm seeing the importance of it more and more.”

He is also heartened by the recent shifts in mental health within the
elite sports culture, and connects this with his own experiences in
maintaining balance. Beyond meditation, he finds respite in activities
like golf and mahjong.

“What’s been particularly encouraging is the growing emphasis

on mental health in sports. We’re now seeing elite athletes—even
world champions—making the conscious choice to prioritise their
psychological well-being over major competitions when needed. This
shift in mindset marks an important evolution in how we approach peak

performance.”

BUILDING A Just as meditation helped him sustain peak
WINNING performance, Joseph believes systemic support is
ECOSYSTEM crucial to helping athletes thrive long-term. The

valuable insights gleaned from his own Olympic
journey now inform his broader vision for Singapore’s sports culture.

The first step, he believes, is to build a culture that celebrates and
reveres sports—one that goes beyond DSA (Direct School Admission)
and does not shy away from fandom. He illustrates this with passion
when talking about the Chelsea Football Club tattoo on his forearm.

“Whenever | see Chelsea lose, that really kills me. I'd be furious for
days. That’s the magic—something intangible that unites us, gives
us a shared purpose. So how can we draw that kind of affiliation in
Singapore¢ DSA is important to a certain extent, but what is after
thate” JOSEPH SCHOOLING 185




“YOUWANT TO
BE GIREAT®
YOUVE GOT
TO BE WILLING
TOGO TO
PLACES THAT
SCARE YOU.”




He acknowledges the progress Singapore has made, but stresses the
long road ahead.

“I think it's a step-by-step process. Because the truth of the matter is,
mindset shifts are generational. We first need to see sports as a viable
career path and actually value it. Athletes can make a living. And then

we can start talking about winning more medals.”

Joseph points to existing frameworks like the spexEducation
Undergraduate Scholarship and Singapore Sports School and reflects
on how far support systems have come since his early days. But he
emphasises the need for broader buy-in.

“The support from the government has gotten better since | first
started. But in order for change to happen, you have to have all the
stakeholders buy into it, and preferably at the same time.”

And while he acknowledges Singapore’s constraints and the size of our
population, he points to models like New Zealand’s that have achieved
sporting success despite similar limitations. His vision is clear: a
Singapore where sports is valued not just for medals, but for its power
to inspire and unite the nation.

Lastly, he highlights the challenges of modern lifestyles, sharing a story
from his mother’s childhood as a contrast to today’s reality.

“So my mum was sharing how she used to climb trees in her childhood.
They used to get chased by wild boars so tree-climbing was a skill
borne out of survivall The lifestyle back then was completely different.
You didn’t have phones to play with, no iPads nor Brawl Stars. With so
many distractions now, being active is more important than it ever has
been. It’s a balancing act.”

LESSONS As Joseph reflects on his journey, he recognises
LEARNT that profound lessons often come wrapped in

simple phrases. The man who mortgaged their
home for an Olympic dream didn’t just create a swimmer—he imparted
precious wisdom.

“My dad taught me about life through sayings. And a lot of them were
like these corny sayings. He would say, “You can't soar like an eagle if
you’re surrounded by turkeys.” That is a very harsh, but true saying.
Coming back to competition and sports. You want to be the best in the
world¢ Then you’ve got to race amongst the best in the world.”

From navigating the challenges in the pool to understanding the
dynamics of human interactions, Joseph has gleaned insights that
extend far beyond sport. He learnt that the relentless mindset needed
in the pool doesn’t always translate to everyday life.

“It’s important to note the difference between how you think in the
pool and how you think in your everyday life. It doesn’t mean that the
beast during competition isn’t inside of you, but it’s important to treat
people with kindness and respect.”

He also shares his observation on human interactions and breaks
down the approach with the insights he has gleaned over the years,
applying his experience in the competitive swimming arena to the area
of business.

“There are two types of people in practice, or maybe even in the
business world. You've got one type where they appreciate a softer
approach. You find out what makes them tick, give them that helping
hand, and shoulder to cry on sometimes. Then there’s another type of
person, who responds well when you challenge them and they rise to
the occasion. You've got to read the audience.”

Joseph and his father in a private
moment at home. These photos were
taken by photographer Alvin Toh, who
documented the swimmer’s troﬂnin?1
sessions in Austin, Texas, as well as his
Olympic homecoming.
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Joseph visits his alma mater, Anglo-
Chinese School (Junior) with his
mum.

Joseph conducting a swim clinic

for kids. “It is natural to assume that
our sole goal at Swim Schooling is
on competitive swimming. However,
with Singapore being an island state,
learning to swim is an essential and
empowering life skill.”
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Beyond sports, Joseph emphasises the importance of finding purpose
and fulfilment, while acknowledging life’s practical realities.

“I think sports are important. It’s important to be
active, but it doesn’t just have to be sports.

If you wanna go for art class or any other CCA
(Co-Curricular Activities) outside to keep yourself
engaged, something that gives you purpose, go

for it.”

His time in National Service taught him adaptability.

“Play the hand you’re dealt, accept it, don’t fight it, and make the most
out of it. This was actually something | learnt a lot in NS as well. My
schedule and a lot of the processes weren’t up to me to dictate. But
I've learnt there’s no perfect scenario. You just have to make the most
out of the situation.”

ADJUSTING TO In April 2024, when he was 28 years old, he

ANEWNORMAL announced his retirement from competitive
swimming, expressing how he is filled with gratitude

for every experience that swimming has brought into his life. Now,

his days have settled into a rhythm that balances the familiar with

the uncharted. Despite the new and uncertain path ahead, he is not

looking back.

“It’s a return to normalcy, | suppose. Meetings every day, going out,
hanging out with friends. You do get the occasional comment of, ‘Why
don’t you come back and swimg” One more, one more of this, one more
of that. But no, I'm ready to retire.”

In his new chapter, Joseph is channelling his energy into two passions:
finance and nurturing the next generation.

“Finance, I'm in the VC space. Sports, we have a swim school.”

His venture, Swim Schooling, reflects his desire to give back to the
sport that defined him, helping the Singapore ecosystem and the
sports ecosystem on a national level, and training future champions like
himself.

As for the gold medal that capped his swimming career¢

“It’s in a safe somewhere. | don’t know. Mum’s office, maybe? | gave it
to my parents straight away. | don’t see any value in holding on to past
glory. We need to look forward to the next one. And | hope that one
day, sooner rather than later, someone will be able to feel the same
sense of joy and pride that | did.”

In this new chapter, Joseph is still racing—just toward a different
touchpad. And if his track record is any proof, he’ll reach them with
the same resolve that made history in Rio. The pool may be behind him,
but his champion’s mindset endures.
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When | think unlimited, | think of...
domination.

| am unlimited when...
at peace.




> Built in the mid-1960s as married
quarters for British military personnel,
M Chip Bee Gardens has transformed
into a trendy lifestyle enclave. Once
home to expatriate teachers after the
British withdrawal, it now features a mix
of residential and commercial spaces,
blending heritage with contemporary
charm. Known for its distinctive
1960s-style design, the estate is now
popular for its eclectic blend of local
lifestyle and F&B brands, including quaint
cafés and homegrown brand names.
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1 Once a British military barracks in the 1800s,
B Dempsey has evolved into a vibrant lifestyle and
dining destination near the Singapore Botanic
Gardens. Nestled in lush greenery, it blends
colonial heritage with modern charm, featuring a
mix of restaurants, cafés, boutiques and sports
and wellness establishments. Remnants like tiled-
roof structures and old playing fields hint at its
military past. Today, Dempsey is celebrated both
locally and internationally as one of Singapore’s
premier spots for dining and leisure.

LEFT: Dempsey was originally the site of a nutmeg
plantation that later became Tanglin Barracks for
British troops in the 1800s. The site was also once the
headquarters of the Far East Land Forces, and later the
headquarters of the Ministry of Defence (MINDEF) and
the Central Manpower Base (CMPB).




RN at
is a social enterprise-run
food court staffed by individuals with
disabilities and from disadvantaged
backgrounds. Operated by Project
Dignity and founded by Koh Seng
Choon, engineer turned entrepreneur
and recipient of the Straits Times
Singaporean of the Year 2024 award for
his efforts, the outlet offers meaningful
employment through skills training and
food service roles. Housed in a striking
red State property since 2021, it serves
affordable local hawker fare and baked
goods in an inclusive environment.
Beyond being a vibrant dining spot,
Dignity Kitchen stands as a powerful
symbol of empowerment, mental health
advocacy, and social change, aligning
with broader efforts to promote dignity
and opportunity for all. ==

P Built in 1956, the M Former Bukit Timah

Fire Station served as part of the post-war

Fire Service expansion and features distinctive
elements like a hose drying tower and the Colony
of Singapore’s coat of arms. Decommissioned

in 2005, the 0.86ha site—comprising the main
station, firefighters’ quarters, and Station Master’s
residence—has been gazetted for conservation.
Strategically located near the Rail Corridor and
nature reserves, it is now set to be revitalised

by LHN Facilities Management into a mixed-use
community node, offering co-living, heritage, and
nature experiences with sustainable, zero-energy
features while preserving its historic character.

& The charming row of restored

1930s heritage buildings at W 52-56
Kampong Java Road will soon become
a vibrant multi-disciplinary arts sandbox
for experimentation, creation, and
collaboration. Originally residences

for municipal officers, the buildings sit
along a road named after Javanese
gardeners who once sold produce along
Arab Street. Awarded to 19SixtyFive
Pte Ltd via a joint tender by SLA and
the National Arts Council, the space
will feature acoustically treated studios,
galleries, and performance venues. It
will also host live performances, arts
markets, and arts festivals - enriching
Singapore’s artistic landscape and
fostering creative growth.




1 Originally known as Flagstaff House, the B Former Command House was built
between 1937 and 1938 as the residence of Malaya’s senior military commander.
Designed in a distinctive Arts and Crafts-inspired style with pitched roofs and brick
archways, the house later provided lodging for royalty, a president in office, and
senior military figures. In 2007, UBS, the Swiss investment bank, made it its business
university’s Asia-Pacific campus. Now a national monument, the State property
continues its legacy as an elegant event venue, blending heritage, architecture, and
history with quiet distinction.

{4 Launched in November 2024,
B The Foundry is a collaborative
hub for social purpose organisations
{ housed in the former Elections
Department building at 11 Prinsep
Link. The Foundry is a result of a
partnership with The Majurity Trust,
SLA, Tote Board, and the Singapore
1 Government Partnerships Office, with
its 17,000 sq ft space housing over 20
non-profits and social enterprises. With
an aim to foster a vibrant ecosystem,
The Foundry supports idea incubation,
community-building, and collaborative
innovation to address Singapore’s
evolving social challenges.

= e, mree s
1 The former St Andrew’s
Mission Hospital at B 5
Kadayanallur Street
provided respite and care

to impoverished women and
children in its early years, with
a unique triangular air well in
the middle of the building to let
in natural light and ventilation.
Originally built in the 1920s, it
has served various purposes
over the years, including as

a government medical store,

an outpatient dispensary and
an office space. It has most
recently been transformed into
KADA, a creative lifestyle and
wellness hub with co-working
and co-living spaces popular
with the youth. The building,
one of Singapore’s earliest
Modernist structures, houses
one of the nation’s oldest
electric lifts, still in operation
today.

1. Crowd of onlookers during the
opening of the outpatient clinic at
Kadayanallur Street (1964).

2. Maxwell Road outpatient
dispensary (1989).
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> BW1925 Quarters at 79-95 Hindoo
Road is situated in a beautifully restored
row of red-brick, two-storey building

in the heritage Little India precinct.
Originally built in 1927 to house junior
Asian staff of the Municipality of
Singapore, this State property has been
transformed into a modern co-living

o
2!

3 \|\|“
space by Eco-Energy Pte Ltd and Cove -‘\“\;\\‘f:?tt‘-‘ ;
Living Pte Ltd. The building retains
its distinctive colonial architecture,
featuring pitched roofs and fair-faced
brick columns, and reflects the shared
history of other municipal quarters in
the area.

At
e

¥+ Opened in 1937, M Old Kallang Airport was
Singapore’s first purpose-built civilian aerodrome and
4 was hailed as the world’s most modern at the time.
Described as the “finest airport in the British Empire”,
it gained international recognition, with aviator Amelia
Earhart praising it as “an aviation miracle of the East”.
The Art Deco terminal later housed the People’s
Association from 1960 to 2009 and is now part of a
conserved site with a hangar, service blocks, and an
entrance gateway. Since 2011, it has hosted a variety of
events, from arts and culture to corporate launches.

4. Immigration check point (1948).

5. Aerial view in 1957. The foreground shows Nicoll Highway,
while the circular control tower can be seen beside the
highway on the right.

o

1 M New Bahru at 46
& 58 Kim Yam Road
occupies the former |
site of Nan Chiau High
School, a historically
significant educational
institution that was

first the Nan Chiau
Teachers’ Training

School established in
1941. Today, the site

has been reimagined

into a dynamic lifestyle
destination that blends
residential, retail,

and commercial uses.
Developed by the Lo and
Behold Group, it houses
an exciting collection of
homegrown brands and
offers community-centric
spaces and activities, and
is well visited by locals
and international tourists.

3. Nan Chiau High School
in 1993.




P Built between 1952 and 1953,

H Pasir Panjang Power Station began
with Station A, which was named when
Station B was added in 1965. Its iconic
red-brick design reflects Singapore’s
early urban transformation. Together,
the two stations powered Singapore’s
industrial boom in the 1960s. In recent
years, its arresting architecture was the
stunning backdrop for the staging of
shows and events, including the Louis
Vuitton Spring Summer 2023 trunk
show and the immersive exhibition on
Singapore’s founding Prime Minister
Lee Kuan Yew’s life and legacy.

BOTTOM: Aerial view of Pasir Panjang Power
Station (1957).

S

1 The M Ridout Tea Gardens in Queenstown was once home HHH
to Singapore’s first Japanese-themed community garden, later
redeveloped in 1980 into a traditional Japanese Garden (RIGHT)
with ponds, pavilions and bridges. In the late 1990s, the site was
transformed into the McDonald’s Ridout Garden outlet, blending
modern dining with the location’s tranquil past. Today, it stands as
one of the few recognisable flagship McDonald’s outlets worldwide,
drawing families for its food as much as its unique and scenic setting.
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+ —named after Sir Cecil Clementi Smith, Governor of
the Straits Settlements—is a heritage-rich enclave in Chinatown where
conserved shophouses and pedestrian-friendly spaces bring the area’s
storied past to life. Once known as Hei Yuen Kai or “Theatre Street”

and home to the iconic Lai Chun Yuen Theatre, Smith Street has been
rejuvenated with exciting lifestyle concepts including local favourites and
international brands while preserving local Chinese culture. With its unique
blend of history, culture and architecture, Smith Street is a living showcase

1 The M State Land @ Margaret Drive,
once the site of Hua Yi Secondary School
or previously known as Hua Yi Government
Chinese Middle School, is now home to a
restored public running track. Established
in 1956 as Singapore’s first government-
aided Chinese secondary school, Hua Yi
was renowned for its academic excellence
and sports achievements. After relocating
in the 1980s, the school left behind its
legacy at Margaret Drive. The newly
restored running track honours its
historical connection to education and
sports, providing a community space for

. ) 4+ EtonHouse International Education Group’s headquarters at
residents to enjoy.

M 6A and 8 Stevens Road occupies a pair of conserved colonial-era
heritage bungalows managed by SLA. Once a residential property—
including the former home of philanthropist and businessman Lee
Kong Chian—the heritage site has been thoughtfully repurposed into
a serene, greenery-filled office space. Retaining elements like timber
floors and arched doorways, the design features biophilic elements
and clever adaptive reuse.

1 The Team Singapore Wall of Fame at

B 8C Jalan Kledek features a vibrant

mural celebrating Singapore’s Olympians

and Paralympians. Created by graffiti artist
Ceno?2, it showcases Team Singapore
athletes Nur Syahidah Alim, Shanti Pereira,
Maximilian Maeder, Loh Kean Yew, and Yip
Pin Xiu for their sporting achievements on
the world stage. The location also houses the
Vintage Camera Museum, home to over 1,000
cameras that offer a fascinating glimpse into
photographic history. It’s a unique landmark
in Kampong Glam where sport, art, and
photography come together. 235




P The , a familiar
and iconic landmark in the heart of the Geylang
Serai area, is set for rejuvenation. These include
plans to dedicate a portion of the redeveloped
space to tenants representing traditional Malay
trades, preserving and celebrating the heritage
and culture of the Malay community. With its
deep historical roots and strong cultural ties,
the revitalised Tanjong Katong Complex will
continue to serve as a vibrant hub, honouring
its past while evolving to meet the future needs
of the community.

Teadiaads 66 )
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& B Temasek Shophouse at 28
Orchard Road was known for its
distinctive architecture. Built in 1928,
it was one of the first buildings in
Singapore to feature spiral staircases.
The social impact hub will expand to
include restored units at 14, 22, and 38
Orchard Road with reinstated historic
features such as its Shanghai plaster
fagade, further highlighting Orchard
Road’s transformation from nutmeg
plantations and motor showrooms to a
place of renewed purpose for people,
planet, and community.



1 M Vidacity is a sustainability innovation hub
located at the former Loyang Primary School
(RIGHT), now creatively repurposed as a space for
green entrepreneurship by City Sprouts. The site
features co-working areas, workshops, and living
labs focused on urban farming and sustainable
technologies. Home to startups in fields such as
agriculture, water treatment, reusable materials,
and waste innovation, Vidacity brings together a
community dedicated to building solutions for a
more sustainable future.

& The former community centre at 10 Kampong Eunos is
now home to M Vivistop Kampong Eunos, Singapore’s only
non-profit makerspace dedicated to children and youth.
Operated by Vivita, the space offers hands-on workshops,
camps, and competitions that introduce young learners

to robotics, Al, and emerging technologies. Supported

by public sector and community partners, this SLA-

led initiative has transformed the State property into a
vibrant hub for creative learning and empowering the next
generation of tech-savvy changemakers.
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